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We are well aware that it is 







an act of unpardonable impertinence to obtrude an 
imperfect work upon the notice of the public, and then 
apologize for its imperfections. But we beg leave to as¬ 
sure their cynical Lordships that this is no meat for them, 
and of course they need not whet their beaks at our an¬ 
nouncement of its imperfections. Our apology is not 
made to deprecate their wrath, but in deference to a gen¬ 
erous public, which will be thankful to the enterprize 
which gives it a mass of information which was not [JOS', 
sessed before, and not cavil because every fact is not given 
which exists, or those which are given are not in the very 
best form in which they could have been presented. 

The publisher of this work lays claim to no literary at* 
tainment whatever: he only claims the merit due to bold* 


ness in enterprize and unconquerable perseverance in 
execution. He has been upwards of two years col¬ 
lecting the materials for this work, from individuals re 
siding in every quarter of the state, ex 
money in the acquisition of his matter, at a' 
was scarcely able to support his family, 
of collecting matter, although it produced 

the most recent and 
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when received had to be 


teresting, culled 



as were thought 
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upon the contingency- of being 

At length, however, a young 
in such matters was induced 










The huge mass of undigested manuscript 

gentlemen, who shrunk 
6f arranging so voluminous a collection of ill 
ttscript 


man- 
sale 
had 
undertake 

occasional absence and necessary attention to 
other business, added to a most illegible 
caused many errors of the press which it was out of his 
ower to correct. The printers also were new in their 
usiness, and not prepared for conducting it with that at¬ 
tention to neatness and accuracy which was desirable. 

although there are many glaring typographical er¬ 
rors, which the editor could not correct, because he did 
not see the proof sheets, it is believed that very few 
them effect the sense, and still feWer falsify statements 
fact. 








The publisher has at length struggled through difficul¬ 
ties which often seemed insuperable to less persevering 
n ;n,' and now presents the work to the public, if not as 
perfect as it might be, yet certainly as perfect as he could 
at this time make it. 

The publisher feels it his duty to render the iriMt 

acknowledgments fo»4hfe many individual 

him assistance in the collection of mate 




Louisa, 
sants 





leave to mention the names 
to whose kindness he is 
—among these are Messrs. 

, Lewis Summers of Kanawha, 

Dunbar of Winchester, 

W. fi. Minor of Caroline 
L. Cook of Augusta 

of Madison, 



few 








Norfolk, 

sylvania, J 







Mallory of 



Orange 


Spott- 
eper. 









e of King & Qiieeb, 
Flesher of Jackson* 
Bedford, J. D. Men 







Franklin, G. W. 



Wm. J. Williams of Charlotte, Joseph Jenney of Prince 

King William, Joseph Duff of Lee, James Garlancl ef 
Nelson, Wm. Wilson of Bath, and Edgar Snowden of 
Alexandria. Many more have seDt in contributions well 
worthy of special notice, who have been perhaps as libe¬ 
ral as these gentlemen in the extent of their communica¬ 
tions, and the trouble they seem to have taken, but it 
would be difficult to know where to stop, if he was to 
publish the names of all to wham he is under obliga¬ 
tions. Such portions of the Gazetteer as are not original 
have been compiled from the Encyclopedia Americana, 
the Gazetteer of the I ’nited States, Elliott’s District of 


Columbia, or Official Documents. 



. Apology is due for publishing the hasty composition 
which is called rather from its length than its character, a 
History of Virginia. The publisher promised in his pros- 

p ctus between six and seven hundred pages, and all who 
mm his manuscript volumes supposed tney would, unless 
very, extensively curtailed overrun a thousand, but when 
the matter came to be edited and printed, it did not hold 
out as well as was supposed. This unfortunately could 
■ L be ascertained until the Gazetteer was through the 
press, and then it was necessary to fill it up with a more 
extensive, instead of the concise, history which had keen 
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utmost fury cannot pe 
consciousness that his hasty sketch 
expectation of meeting with ap 
lie treatise upon the history of 
merely with the hope of presenting a succinct 
narrative of the early events of the colony. ' 

assiduously to effect, consulting every aut 
which it was possible to examine in so short a time ; and 
any subject, all is not said which might have been said, 
or all which is said is not true, he at least feels sure that 
has respectable authority for every word he utters, and 
that he believes all to be true. 

All the circumstances of the case, we doubt not with, a 
iberal public, will ensure this first attempt" to describe 
Virginia as it exists at the present day, a favorable recep¬ 
tion ; and it will respect the disposition arid the enter- 
prize which has given them so much, rather than blame 
the stern poverty which would not allow the publisher-to 
wait longer, without receiving some emolument. With 
the proceeds of this edition he expects to be able to sub- 











he can prepare a work more worthy of the noble 
state whose moral and physical attributes he delineates. 
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of improvement in each cou 
were on the spot, which it would be ini 
each little place was scattered through the 
ral alphabetical arrangement, whilst it was 
the general index would make it as convenient for pur- 
jpses oT mere reference as it would b.e under the old 
tiem. • 

same wish to present a connected view, and the dif- 

Wes- 
these 

i - - - - 

two portions 

‘ It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the necessity which 
existed for such a work, it has been felt '03- every traveller, 

of .business, and literary man in the community ; and 
the information here collected, existed lbr the most 



ferent characteristics which distinguish Eastern a 
Tforn Virginia fc produced the division of the state j 






only in the minds of those who have contributed it. The 
desideratum is not yet however fully supplied, as no indi¬ 
vidual has been found willing to contribute the informa¬ 
tion, which was wanting with regard to many of the coi n- 
tlftf - bat this it is hoped may be obtained in time for 
another edition. With a hope that what is already accom¬ 
plished. will meet the expectations and approbation of 

those 
for the 





so liberally patronized him, the work is 
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BOUNDARIES, AND 



Virginia was one of the original thirteen, and is now one of the twenty 
four United States of North America; ll lies between 36° 31', and 40° 39' 
north latitude; and 6° 35' west, and 1° 48* east longitude from Washing¬ 
ton city; it is bounded on the north and northeast by Pennsylvania and Ma¬ 
ryland, east by the Atlantic ocean, couth by North Carolina and Tennessee, 
and west by Kentucky and Ohio j its mean length from east to west is 3545 
miles, its mean breadth 185 miles, and its horizontal area 65,624 square 
miles. The Atlantic bounds Virginia, from the extreme south-eastern an¬ 
gle of Maryland, to the extreme north-eastern angle of North Carolina, a 
distance of 112 mileg; North Carolina bounds it on the south, from the At¬ 
lantic west to the Iron Mountains, 340 miles; from this point the boundary 
runs along the Iron Mountains in a north-easterly direction, to the north¬ 
east angle of Tennessee, four miles; Tennessee then forms a border to the 
Cumberland mountains 110 miles; then Kentucky, along the Cumberland 
mountains to the Tug Fork of Sandy river, 110 miles; thence the boundary 
runs down this stream to the Ohio 70 miles. The boundary follows the 
Ohio from the mouth of Tug Fork of Sandy, to the point at which it emerges 
from Pennsylvania, 355 miles; from this it runs south in common with the 
western border of Pennsylvania, 64 miles, thence east along its southern 
border to the north-western angle of Maryland, 58 miles; from this, south 
to the head of the north branch of the Potomac 36 miles; and down the 
Potomac to its mouth, 320 miles ; it then crosses the Chesapeake Bay, and 
runs east, along the southern boundary of Maryland to the Atlantic, 60 
miles— presenting an entire outline of 1,635 miles. 

Face or the Country— Natural and Political Sections. — Virginia 
exceeds all of her sister States in territorial extent, and is perhaps the most 
strongly marked in her physical features. Like Maryland and North Caro¬ 
lina, she has her sea and alluvial section, below the head of tide-water; her 
middle and hilly section; and her central or mountainous section; but in 
Virginia a fourth section must be added, which may be called the western 
or Ohio section, its waters emptying into that stream. 

These four sections are so distinctly marked in their features as to be re¬ 
cognized in the fundamental law of the State, and must ever have important 
political and moral effects. Adopting the limits indicated in the new con¬ 
stitution, these four sections contain as follows, viz. First —The section 
from the sea coast to the head of tide-water, thirty-six counties, and three 
towns, to wit: Accomac, Caroline, Chesterfield, Charles City, Essex, Eli¬ 
zabeth City, Fairfax, Greensville, Gloucester, Hanover, Henrico, Isle of 
Wight, lames City, King and Queen, King William, King George, Lan¬ 
caster, Mathews, Middlesex, Nansemond, New Kent, Northumberland, 
Northampton, Norfolk, Princess Anne, Prince George, Prince William, 
Richmond, Southampton, Spottsylvania, Stafford, Burry. Sussex, Warwick, 
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town of 
in the House 
head of 
marie, Amelia 
Charlotte, Cumberlan 
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Norfolk, and 
Representative* 
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together entitled 
—The territory 
Bine Ridge, contain! 3( 

Bedford, Buckingham, 

Culpeper, Dinwiddle, 

, Halifax, Loudon, Louisa, 

Nottoway, Orange, Patrick, 

Prince Edward, and Rappahannock, which together have 

es. Third —The Valley section 
Alleghany, Bath, Berkley, 

Hardy, Jefferson, Morgan, Page, P 

Shenandoah; which together elect 25 members of the 
Fourth —The Trans-Alleghany, or western section, contain* 
wit: Brooke, Cabell, Fayette, Floyd, Grayson, Greenbrier, 
t, Jackson, Montgomery, Monongalia, Kanawha, Lee, Lewis, 
ion, Monroe, Nicholas, Ohio, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, 
Icott, Smyth, Tazewell, Tyler, Washington, Wood, and Wythe; 
which together elect 31 delegates to the House of Delegates. 

Section First. —There is little of Virginia actually level, this term being 
strictly applicable only to the counties of Accomac and Northampton, on 
the eastern side of the Chesapeake, and to Princess Anne, Norfolk, 
Nansemond on the west; containing an aggregate area of only about 
square miles, or less than the thirty-first part of the State. 

The shores of the peninsula east of the Chesapeake, which constitute the 
two counties of Accomac and Northampton, are low and flat, about 60 
miles long, and from 10 to 15 wide, and bounded towards the sea 'by a 
string of low sandy islets. The waters of the Chesapeake enter the seat 
between cape Charles and cape Henry, forming a straight of fifteen miles 
in width. Norfolk, one of the principle ports of Virginia, has a good har¬ 
bour in the southern part of the bay, near the mouth of James ‘River. 
The embouchre of the James forms a speacious haven, called Hampton 
i, in which all the navies in the world might ride; this haven was 
open, but the strong fortifications, castle Calhoun, and fortress 
Monroe,on the opposite sides of the entrance would now probably render it i 
practicable for an adverse fleet to enter.—[See Old Point Comfort— 
beth city county.] 

Except in depth, extent, and position the Chesapeake does not 
essentially from Pamlico and Albemarle sounds on the south, or Delaware 
bay on the north. Virginia and Maryland occupy the centre of a 
cal section, remarkable for its deep and wide rivers; and the 

seem in this respect to imitate their great reservoir 
i, Choptank, and Chester on the 

York, 


, Potomac, Patuxent, and Patapsco 
ive bays before their final discharge 

less deep and wide, as they approach 
retain the distinctive character of 
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The Blue Ridge traverses Virginia for 260 miles, in 
W. to N. E. and except where passed by the James 
rivers it is a continuous range. It constitutes a county 
progress in this state. Falling from 
an inclined plain, containing 15,386 square miles, terminated by 
Atlantic tides. This beautiful section, if we merely regard 
water, ha* a declivity of about 300 to 500 feet; but the fall of 
a very inadequate idea of the slope in 
Blue Ridge rises in many places, to at 
between the rivers. The face of nature though 
, is extremely rich and pleasing in the endless variety 

river scenery. In the higher part, besides the magnificent back 
.ground of the Blue Ridge, the more distinct ranges of the Alleghany 
may be seen towering above it, from the detached ranges in its neigh¬ 
borhood; all of which tells that the solid structure of the section is Appa- 

, and that the outer ridges of that system influence the course of 
waters, as may be seen in the Roanoke, James, Rappahannock and 
Potomac rivers. 

This section is as healthy as any portion of the world, the water is ex¬ 
cellent and plentiful throughout; the lands fertile, producing in abundance 
all the staples of the state; easily recovered when, exhausted, and 
susceptible of high improvement by judicious management; the farm* 
are smaller than in the tide water district; the people arc industrious and 
intelligent, and from James river to the Potomac perhaps are the best 
farmers in the state. Mr. Jefferson pronounced that portion of this section 
which lies under the south west range of mountains, to be the garden 
spot of America; and General Washington, when written to by Sir John 
Sinclair to recommend to him some spot for a residence in America, after 

in review the whole union, prpnounced a residence some where 
on the eastern side of the Blue Ridge, between the Potomac 
James, to combine most advantages, and be the most desirable. * 

Section Third .—The great valley section is in some 
remarkable in Virginia; it extends from the Iron mountains, 
angle of Tennessee, to the northern bend of the Potomac, 

length is near 300 miles; the mean distance between 
Alleghany about 43. This is a continuation of the 
Pennsylvania, and is a true table 
The rise to this plateau is abrupt, the difference 

and west sides of the Blue Ridge 
of Lynchburg is only 500 feet, w 
the Shenandoah is 1,152 " 
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The 
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•ey. The surface of the great Talley of V 
versified, but every where contains zones 
abounds, with few exceptions, with the purest and best water, and is so rich 
in scenery, m to afford an endless variety of beautiful landscape. With re¬ 
gard to declivity, the Valley presents some curious phenomena. The 
northern nod nearly one half of the whole surface declines to the N. E., 
towards the Potomac, and la drained by the Shenandoah, Caeapon, and 
south branch of Potomac. 

South of the sources of the Potomac and Shenandmh, is a middle valley ; 
which inclines to the east, and is drained by the James and Roanoke: the 
extreme southern part of the valley inclines to the north west; and is 
drained bv New river, and the great Kenawha. We thus perceive that 
this table land is partly inclined towaida the Atlantic, and partly towards 
the Ohio; and that the inflected line which separates the source*- of the 
James and Roanoke, which flow into the former, from those of the great 
Kenawha, flowing into the latter,— crosses the valley obliquely from the 
Blue Ridge to the Alleghany 

Section Fourth .—The extreme length of the Ohio section of Virginia, 
from the northern boundary of Tenessee, to the northern angle of Brooke 
county, is nearly 300 miles. The greatest breadth is nearly along the gen¬ 
eral course of the great Kenawha, about 135 miles; but both extremes are 
narrow; the mean width is about 94 miles. The area 28,337 square 
miles. The surface is for the most part mountainous, and nearly every 
where broken. The chains of the Appalachian system stretch over it, in 
a course nearly parallel to that part of the Ohio which bounds Virginia. 
The soil is even more variable in quality than the surface is in elevation, 
every grade of sterility and fertility may be found. As the elevation of the 
water, at the junction of the Ohio and great Kenawha is 533 feet, and that 
point is only about 40 miles from the mouth of the great Sandy, the lowest 
point in western Virginia, we may regard all the surface of the Ohio sec¬ 
tion as rising above 500 feet. The elevation of Wheeling above the Ocean 
is 634 feet; and the Ohio, the base of this great inclined plane, and the re¬ 
cipient of the waters of western Virginia, rises upwards of 560 feet, nearly 
to a level with lake Erie. The dividing ridge of the waters of the Ohio 
and Atlantic, is the apex of the plain before us, and has its highest eleva¬ 
tion in tlie mountains, from which the sources of the James and Roanoke 
rise on one side, and those of the great Kanawha on the other. Under the 
beads of Giles, Pocahontas, and Monroe counties, which occupy the 
highest -part of the plain we are surveying, it may be seen, that the mean 
elevation of the arable soil exceeds 1,600 feet. A similar, if not a higher, 


rise on one 


elevation of 

mean height might be assigned to the sources of the great Kan 
those of the Greenbrier to those of New river. From these e\ei 
the sources of the Ohio flow, like radii from a common centre 
ferent branches of the Monongahela rise in Lewis and Randolj 
and flowing north, through Harrison,, Monongalia, and Prest< 
®nter Pennsylvania; and uniting their waters, continue north, to n 
the Alleghany, and form the Ohio, at Pittsburg. The Ohio fror 
sweeps a curve first north-westward, then westward for nearly 
in a course nearly parallel with the Monongmhela, the two rtrea 
in opposite -directions. From the large curve of the Ohio belov 
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, and great Sandy rivers 
of the extreme southern 
into the same recipient, are 

the sources of the great Kenawha and Tennessee; and 
irge make the immense semicircular curve 
of level between high-water mark on 
have noticed, is about a mean of 850 
in a series of planes, which rise one 
of between 1800 and 2000 feet, is attained i 
we assume latitude 38° 10 'm the central latitude, it will at 
west of Washington city, correspond nearly with the greatest, 
estimating 400 feet as an equivalent to a degree of latitude, 
along the mountainous section of Virginia will have a climate, 
that in north latitude 43° on the Atlantic coast. 

the foregoing elements, we embrace the whole of Virginia, we 
Have before us, a large section of the United States; extending over more 
than 4° of latitude, and 8$° of longitude, differing in relative level upwards 
of 2000 feet, without estimating mountain peaks, or ridges. If we suppose 
the actually settled parts of the United States, to be 630,000 square miles, 
Virginia will embrace one ninth part. It is as we have seen traversed 
from S. W. to N. E. by the Appalachian system of mountains in lateral 
chains; of these the blue Ridge is the most distinctly defined, but is only 
one of six or seven chains that may be traced and identified across the state. 
One of these chains, though omitted in some maps and broken into 
mentai in others, is in- nature little less obvious than the Blue Midge i and 
distinct throughout its course in Virginia. This neglected Appalachian 
chain stretches at a distance, varying from 15 to 30 miles, southeasfwardly 
from the Blue Ridge. It is known in New Jersey as SchooleyV mountain, 
and though entirely apparent through Pennsylvania, it has received no dis¬ 
tinct appellation in that state. In Maryland it is called the Parr Spring 
Ridge, and is rendered very conspicuous where it is traversed by the Poto¬ 
mac, by the fine conical peak called the Sugar Loaf. In Virginia it 
traverses Loudon, Fauquier, Orange, Albemarle, Nelson, Amherst. Bed¬ 
ford, Franklin, and Henry counties. West of the Blue 
tain chains are also very confusedly delineated on our maps 
are far from being so in nature; even on 'Fanner’s large 

chains cease with the Alleghany 
traversed by three distinct chains, west of 
whole state, from the head of tide-water to 
mountain chains, and intervening 
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manner. Its highest points are the 

seen at a great distance; 
conical, and terminating in 
scarcely sufficiently extensiffi 










western 
tain, 
formed of a series 
ture is 
ence of the 
the mountain 
taut, 
tach 

Peaks of 
cine of them Is 
a limestone cute 



in fact 
moun- 







from 





to contain 
mm the 
if com 
near 






other in 


8* 

solate 

rivers 



valley section 



; but the White 

are now thought to 
of the state are strikingly 
The tide-water or 
unproductive,—in some 
as the pine barrens of New Jersey, 
presents a bolder and more picture 
y productive, is in most cases 
river and creek bottoms of this 
river will compare with any in the world lor 
contains a considerable portion of mountainous 
rt of the common welt h presents larger tracts 
soil, or better adapted to the cultivation of 


autiful peaks, 
the Delaware, 
mountains, 
elevated, 
from each 


• * 



as de- 
of the 





West of the Alleghany, a large portion of the country must for ever 
remain in its primitive forest; it is generally mountainous and broken, but 
interspersed with fertile vallies, well calculated to grazing, and raising 
stock, and occasionally presenting rich bodies of limestone. 

From the vast extent of this state and the variety of its surface, we should 
of course expect a great diversity of climate. In the Atlantic country, east 
of the mountains, the heat of summer is long and oppressive, the spring 
short and variable, and the winter extremely mild,—snow seldom lying 
more than a day after it has fallen. Droughts in summer and autumn are 
common, and the people are subject to autumnal fevers. On the mountains, 
the air is cool, and salubrious, and the inhabitants are tall and muscular, 
with robust forms, and healthy countenances; fires are used during five 
months in the year; the heat of summer during the day is considerable, but 
ike nights are always cool. On the western side of the mountain the cli¬ 
mate is cooler by several degrees, than on the same parallel of latitude 
the coast: the valley of the Ohio, is exceedingly hot in summer, while in 
winter, the river is sometimes frozen for two months at a time, so hard as 
to be passed on the ice; the autumn is dry, temperate, and healthy, and the 
weather most delightful. 

From the facts which have been stated with regard to the variety 
anil climate in Virginia; a corresponding variety in the staple productions 

once be suggested. Every vegetable, from cotton to wheat, and the 
% to the apple, can be produced in abundance. 

When discovered and colonized by Europeans, the region now 
in Virginia, was one continued dense, and vary partially 

were found along the tide-waters, but 
It may be remarked that though the soil increases in fer- 
from the seaboard, yet density of population is in a near 
the place of original settlement, on 
owance for the space actually 

ive tracts, still there would remain at least 50,000 
sustaining a mean distributive population, equal in 
occupies any of the best inhabited of its existing coun- 
, inducting- Richmond.) such a ratio, would give 
millions of inhabitants,- number for below the 
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in beauty in the United States, having an extensive view 
open, well cultivated, and fertile country for many 
tains 16,060 inhabitants: Norfolk, on Elizabeth river, 

in 1830, a population of 9,816: 

of the Appomato: and Rappahannock, the first containing 
and the last 3,308: Lynchburg, on James river, 120 miles 
contains 4,630 inhabitants: Wheeling, on the Ohio, though 
town in size and population, containing 5,211 inhabitants, is 
flourishing town m the state. Besic 
i, Martinsburg, Staunton, Lexington 
Abingdon and Brooke in the trans-Alleghan 
serve to be noticed—Williamsburg in the eastern section, an 
seat of government, is on the decline, but Charlottesville, near 
state University is located, has rapidly improved. 

The principal Rivers flowing into the Chesapeak bay, are, the Potomac, 
Rappahannock, York and James; all of which are large and navigable. 
The Shenandoah traces its quiet course down the valley, at the base of the 
Blue Ridge, and unites with the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry. The Roan¬ 
oke rises in the mountains, and passing into North Carolina, empties 
its waters into Albemarle sound. The Monongahela, and great Kena- 
wha are both tributaries of the Ohio. Besides these, numerous other 
streams intersect the country in every direction; and render it inferior to few 
in. facilities for transportation by water. The Chesapeake bay, one of the 
finest on the continent, extends 190 miles from its mouth, into the states of 
Virginia and Maryland; it is from 7 to 20 miles broad, and generally 9 
fathoms deep. 

Geology and Mineralogy.— If we trace a line from the mouth of 
Potomac creek, though the Bowling Green and fork of the Pamunky, to 
Richmond,—thence through Petersburg and Hicksford, to the Roanoke 
near Weldon,—we shall embrace between it and the ocean, only tertiary, 
and alluvial formations. The soil contains oxides of iron, shells and marie, 
bones of sharks, whales, and other fish, carbonated wood, and other vegeta¬ 
ble remains. From this line to the Blue Ridge, the formation may 
gardedas essentially primitive; as most of the rocks are of that 

this space however, two belts of transition and secoi 
tion Mve been found resting on'the primitive rocks. One of 
sand-stone and coal formation of the counties of Goochland, 

Chesterfield: which is supposed to continue through the state, in a 

mountains; the other, a narrow stratum of 
the base of the South West mountains, 
between the Potomac and James, and which yields in 
beautiful marble. In this primitive region, various 
metals have been discovered, among them iron ore in 
black 
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line, the primitive rocks appear 
mountains; the intervals between, and the si< 
transition, but sometimes secondary 
the rocks of this region, are blue and gray limestone, 
sum, buhrstone, and conglomerate or pudding stone,— 

is extensively distributed in this portion of the 
mines are worked in Wythe county, near Austinsville. 

in this district less than in the primitive , but sometimes rises to 45°. 

West of this line described lies the great secondary formation of the state. 
The line of strata is more or less undulating, but in general nearly horizon¬ 
tal. This portion of the state abounds in mineral wealth. Bituminous 
coal, and iron ore are found almost every where;—beds of limestone are ex¬ 
tensively distributed, and the caverns which abound in them furnish large 
quantities of nitre. The salt wells of the great Kenawha and Holston, are 
even superior to those of Onandagua, in New York; and new springs are 
every day developing themselves and being brought into operation, on the 
little Kenawha, and in other places. When greater facilities of transpor¬ 
tation shall be given to this district of country, it may be confidently predic¬ 
ted that no portion of the United States will present greater rewards to in¬ 
dustry and enterprize. 

Mineral Waters.— The Hydro-sulphurous springs of Virginia have 

been long celebrated. Perhaps they are surpassed in no portion of the 
earth for efficacy, in most of the cases which result from diseased action of 
the liver, or the stomach. They are known by the appellations of the Blue 
sulphur, White sulphur, Salt and Red sulphur springs, to which have been 
recently added, the Gray sulphur; and are situated, the two former in Green¬ 
brier, at the foot of the western slope of the Alleghany,—and the three last 
county of Monroe. The Blue sulphur holds at least three active me- 
ualities in its composition; its tonic quality admirably sustains and 
the debilitated system, while the alimentary canal and the glandu- 
are efficiently operated upon, by its cathartic and deobstruent 
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th waters in England, maybe safely claimed as of easy accomplishment by 
th© Virginia waters just enumerated. If to the Hot, Warm and Sweet 

springs,—We add the white. Salt. Med. and Blue Sulphur,—we may safe. 

If challenge any district of country of the same extent in the world to pro¬ 
duce the same number and variety of valuable waters,—whether we have 
regard to their mineral impregnation or temperature, or the time in which 
they relieve entirely and permanently from a host of distressing maladies. 

Besides the above waters, there are various others of more or less value in 
Virginia The springs at Bath, in Berkely countv, have similar properties 
with the Sweet springs, and a temperature somewhat higher. In Botetourt, 
Montgomery, and Augusta there are also Hydro-sulphurous waters, similar 
in character to those m Greenbrier and Monroe, but of less efficacy. [See 
in the several counties named, a more particular description of these 
springs.] It is astonishing that these waters should, as lone as their value 
has been known, never have been accurately analyzed; until the summer of 
1834, Profeusor 'Rogers of William and Maiy college analyzed, the Warm 
spring water, the result of which may be seen under the head of Bath 
county. 

Scenery and Natural Curiosities .—The scenery of Virginia is in 
general highly picturesque. Without possessing the combination of high¬ 
land and water prospect, which gives such a charm to the shores of the 
Hudson, or the soft lake scenery of the interior of New York; she surpas¬ 
ses even that state in the beauty of her vallies, and the grandeur of her 
mountains. The James and Kanawha vallies, offer at many points, in the 
bold outlines of their hills, and their broad and fertile low-lands, images 
which remind the traveller of the rich scenery of the Loire and the Garonne, 
The mountains of the state are strikingly distinguished, not only by an 
ever-varying succession of hill and dale, but by the beauty of their covering; 


their vigorous growth of oak, chesnut and lynn, contrasting adv 
with the mountain districts of the northern and eastern states. 

The Curiosities of Virginia, present to the traveller, objects ol 
interest than her scenery. Among them may be enumerated 
sage of the Potomac, through the Blue Ridge, so happily descr 
Jefferson,—-that of James river through the same mountain 
New river, which present for a distance of 20 miles, a successioj 
scenery—rivalled in our country only by that of Niagara, betw 
and Queenstown-thecelebrated Natural Bridge of Rockbridge 
tural Tunnell of Scott county, “the most sublime of nature’s worl 
rious medicinal springs already noticedand the burning mri 
awha. The blowing cave at the Panther’s Gap in Rockbridge, 
petually a strong current of air. Other extensive and beautiful 
lit in the limestone districts of the state; of the latter, two surpai 
beauty ml interest,—4he one called Weyer’s cave, from its disci 
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henando h county, a short 
on the right bank of the Shenandoah, about a 
quarter oi a mue irom the river, and is said to surpass Weyer’s in the gran¬ 
deur and beauty of its chambers. The description given ' Goldsmith of 

Anliparos seems almost literally to apply to these interestin 
nature; Weyef’s cave penetrates to a distance of 2700 feet; an 
presenting a series of lofty passages, and spacious apartments, 
chrystals, and glittering with beautiful 
nature’s wildest and most beautiful fantasies 
gnlficient apartments, as if we were 
in which of old the Knights of 
on the bright visions, and revelling in 
up by the magic of eastern fancy. A 
on, is said to be much more extensive 
ut not so beautiful. In Montgomery county on 
of New river, 1 £ miles from Newbern, is situated what 
Glass Windows; a great curiosity, which presents the spectator 
almost as magnificient as the natural bridge. The Falling Water, i 
county, and Falling Spring, in Bath, are two beautiful cataracts,- 
ia situated on the bank of the Potomac, 6 miles north east from Martinsburg, 
andfalls over a large alluvial rock, which rises 200 feet above the surface of 
the river;—the latter rises in the Warm Spring mountains, about 20 miles 
south west of the Warm springs, and about three quarters of a mile from its 
source, falls over a rock more than 200 feet above the valley below. The 
ebbing and flowing springs of Bath and Washington counties, may be men¬ 
tioned as great natural curiosities,—the former situated in the valley of the 
Cow Pasture river, 16 miles northeast of the Warm springs; it ebbs and 
flows to a remarkable extent—affording when the tide is full, sufficient wa¬ 
ter fora gristmill,—when at ebb, only supplying a lanyard and a distillery; 
the water is of the purest and best quality, and equal in the hottest seasons to 
the temperature of ice-water. The Ice-mountain and Ice-cave, in Hatnsphire 
county are very remarkable. On the north west side of the mountain, the 
surface is covered with loose stones, which being removed to the depth of 
three feet, an abundance of ice may be found at all seasons of the year. 
The Ice Cave, is situated near the top of a hill, nearly 1000 feet high—af¬ 
fords an abundant supply of excellent ice throughout the year. The most 
remarkable cataract in the State, is the Falling Spring, in Alleghany coun¬ 
ty. _ The stream has sufficient power, a few yards from its source, 
null wheel, and about a mile below, it has a perpendicular 
feet, over a precipice of calcareous rock; before it reaches the 
most converted into vapour, and the temperature is considerab 
the stream unites with Jackson’s river, about a mile 

, in Giles’ county, not having been 
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water, about three miles in circumference, and a 100 
summit of a lofty mountain. Some of the 
remember when its bottom was a 
and oak timber, and 
was supposed, of salt 

,—encreasing slow 
mountain, suddenly ceased, 

to the top of 





of a 

fathoms 

In 

ground, covered 
and elk in 
pond was 
which flowed 
rising above 













peopi 
of marshy 
by deer 
a small 
a stream 
then rapidly 
mountain, 


OF VIRGINIA 


•7 




ow 

lizards, but 
and fall is erroneous 



I 


The water Is en- 
The idea which 
fee! above tae 



’hick it overflows at 
tirely fresh, and 
prevails of " 

Ocean, 

Lake Dra 
varies 
times 


Dismal Swamp, is about 7 miles in extent, and 
it is about 24 feet above tide water; and in 
er to the Dismal Smamp canal. Its waters 
ted with juniper; but pleasent to drink. Our 
ice the carved or calico rod 
and various other curiosities of the state, which merit 
account of them will be found in the several counties in 






MOUNTAINS. 



Having' taken a general survey of the whole of Virginia, we 

la 





a more particular description of her mountain ranges, and the courses 
of tier streams.- Our mountains are not scattered confusedly in groups, or 
in solitude over the surface of the country; but are disposed in massive rid- 
commencing about 180 miles from the coast, and running parallel with 
W. direction. The first continuous chain derives its name from 
blue colour by which it is distinguished. The North Mountains 
are from 20 to 30 miles farther west; and these are succeeded by the 
Appalachian or Alleghany range, which divides the eastern and western 
waters. The Appalachian system presents its widest base in Virginia, and 
if we include its various lateral ridges, occupies a superficies of nearly one 
hundred miles in breadth, nearly all of which is covered with mountains 
and vallies. In the same direction generally are the veins of limestone, 
coal, and other minerals; and the falls of the rivers. James and Potomac 
rivers penetrate through all the ranges east of the Alleghany;—that is bro¬ 
ken by no water course, and is in fact the spine of the country between 
Atlantic on one side, and the Mississippi, and St. Lawrence on the 
The passage of the Potomac through the Blue Ridge has been saic 

one of the most stupendous scenes in nature. You stand on 
ry nign point of land,—on your right comes the Shenandoah, 








-The following interesting letter, on the mineral wealth of Virginia, was 
dressed to the Hon. John Floyd, whilst Govenor of Virginia. 

recently returned from a geological excursion in Virginia. 

;he heal waters of the Potomac, passed thence to Winchester, 
course of that fine Valley to the Natural Bridge; retracting my steps, I 
wardly at Staunton, crossed the mountain at Jennings’ Gap, and visited 
celebrated medicinal springs in that region; returning, I went from ~ 

Charlottesville to Richmond, and down the James to its 
taken in connection with a former visit to Wheeling, it 
seen enough of the state to enable me to form a rough es 
mineralogical importance: and I do assure you sir, that 
were far from being meagre, I was astonished at the vastness 
ting objects in that department of natural history, that were 
themselves, inviting the mind of man to reflection, and his ' 
playing at avery step the wisdom and benificence of 

I determined upon respectfully suggesting to your excellency, the expediency ot a 
topographical, geological, mineralogical, and orgetological survey of Virginia. 
Should the enlightened representatives of the freemen of your state concur m this 
opinion, it will redound to the honor of all concerned, by the encouragement it wm 
give to the stray of the natural sciences— by the enhancement m the ' ue °; 

Is the interior, thereby enriching the state and its citizens, and pvrng a very 
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already constructed, and assisting in new internal improvements in 

That I may not appear to be too enthusiastic, pardon 
e most obvious features in the geology of Virginia, 
comfort and convenience of our species, or the industry 
state, there is no mineral production that can outvie in importance 
In this country, where we have hitherto always had a superabundance of ftiel, owing 
vast extent of our natural forests, the importance of a constant and abundant 
not felt, and we are too apt to neglect properly to appreciate its value; 
not so elsewhere—and a moment’s reflection will shew that it ought not to be 
Without fuel, of what use would be to us the metallic ores'* For instance 
iron, which is now moulted, drawn and worked into thousands and tens of thousands 
of useful instruments, from a knife, to the complicated machinery of a steam ingine, 
would forever remain an indissoluble and useless mass of matter without the aid of 
fuel. Even the steam engine itself, that colossus of modem machinery, without the 
assistance of Are would be inactive and impotent. 

Where is the state in this Union 1 I might perhaps safely ask, where is the country 
in .the world, that can surpass Virginia in the variety of position and abundance of 
supply of this valuable combustible 1 She possesses, not only in common with her 
sister states, a liberal quantity of bituminous coal in her western and carbonaceous 
regions—where, according to geological calculations, bituminous coal might be rea¬ 
sonably expected to be found; but m the eastern division of the state, within a few 
miles of the tidewater of a majestic stream which empties its ample waters into the 
Atlantic Ocean—in a geological position where bituminous coal never would have 
been sought after, because bituminous coal could not there have ever been expected 
to have been found, bituminous coal of a good quality, and apparently in great abun¬ 
dance has been found;—nature seeming, as it were, m this instance, to enable her to 
favor an otherwise highly favored land—to have defined all her own rules, and baf¬ 
fled the skill of the gravest geologist, by depositing bituminous coal upon the naked 
and barren bosom of the uncarbonaceous granite l I have often wondered why this 
anomaly did not strike the capacious and highly gifted mind of Jefferson; anil why 
lie, or some other of the many reflecting men of Virginia, was not led by it to inquire, 
what else there might be in store for the good people of that state 1 By neglecting to seek 
for them, we ungratfully reject the proffered kindness of our Creater; the laws of 
inanimate matter are, in this respect, in unision with those that govern animated na¬ 
ture : we are furnished with the material and means, but in order to stimulate us to 

industry, we must labor in their appropriation. God gives us 
seed, but we must plough and sow, or we can never reap; so he has 
within our reach innumerable valuable rocks, minerals mad com- 
y them, we must delve into the bowels of the earth—and having 
i, we must by various laborious processes render them fit for our use. To 
are accustomed to regard these' things, it is difficult to determine which 
most painful sensations, to observe how few coal mines, in comparison to 
be, are opened in the neighborhood of Richmond; or the want of skill ex¬ 
selection and working of those recently 
bituminous coal upon the granite, the only geological 

from Charlottesville towards Richmond, almost immediately after you 
leave the talcose formation of the Blue Ridge, you are astonished at the fertility of 
the soil. You can scarcely persuade yourself that you are travelling over a country 
of primitive rocks. Soon however you discover that the fertility is not universal, 
bjt confined to patches of a brick-rea covering, that overlay the disintegrated mate¬ 
rials of the primordail formations; and upon seeking further into this curious matter, 
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your surprise is not a little increased upon discovering that this brick-red covering 
owes its existence to the disintegration of a rock which, in most other places, is ex¬ 
ceedingly slow to decompose—and which, when decomposed, forms a cold and in¬ 
hospitable soil. It is the hornblende sunite. Here it is surcharged with iron, which 
oxidating by exposure to the atmosphere and moisture, the rock freely disintegrates, 
and the oxide of iron being set at liberty, imparts its coloring to the ground, and fer¬ 
tilizes the soil in an extraordinary degree. 

Next in geological and statistical importance, I would p) ce the mineral springs of 
Virginia; and those would form a legitimate subject of investigation to those who 
should be appointed to conduct a geological survey. 

I am not aware of an y portion of country of the same extent, possessing an equal 


Virginia; and those would form a legitimate subject of investigation to those who 
should be appointed to conduct a geological survey. 

1 am not aware of any portion of country of the same extent, possessing an eaual 
number and variety of mineral springs as tne counties of Bath, Greenbrier and Mon-' 
roe. This is a subject upon which one might easily compose a book ; but I must 
confine myself to a few lines. The waters are thermal ana cold; the former of va- 
nous degrees of intensity. They hold in solution a variety of metals, earths, acids, 
and alkalies, combined in various proportions, and suited to relieve the sufferings of in* 
valids from a number of diseases. Mineral springs of less interest than these have 
excited the attention of the learned in almost every age and country; and Virginia, 
owes it to her high mental standing, independently of every other consideration, to 
assist the cause of science by investigating the causes of the high temperature, and 
making accurate analysis of these valuable waters. It is the duty of stales, as it is of 
indirituals, to furnish their quota to the general stock of information ; and this is pa J 
culiarly the duty of a republican state, whose happiness, nay, whose very political ex¬ 
istence depends upon an improved state of the minds of its citizens. Mr. John Ma¬ 
son Good, in his “Book of Nature,” after describing the barren state of society in the 
middle ages, says: “We have thus rapidly travelled over a wide and dreary desert, 
that like the sandy wastes of Africa, has seldom been found refreshed by spots of 
verdure ; and what is the moral 1 That ignorance is ever associated with wretched¬ 
ness and vice, and knowledge with happiness and virtue. Their connections are in¬ 
dissoluble; they are woven in the very texture of things, and constitute the only su|>- 
stantial difference between man and man,” and I would add between state and stabs. 

Has the heat of these waters any connexion with volcanic phenomenal or is the 
temperature entirely chemical, originating in the decomposition of sulphuret of irao r 
as 1 suggested some years ago, in a paper published upon the subject 1 At the H ot 
Springs, the hot sulphur water and the cold pure water issue out of the calcarea as 
rock at the base of the Warm Spring mountain, within a few feet of each other. 
One of these Virginia springs makes a copious deposite of calcareous tufa; _ and at 
another, you perceive newly formed chrystals of sulphate of iron. The White St if- 
pfaur Spring takes its name from a rich white deposite. and the Red Sulphur from 
one of that color. If this is not an uncommon and a highly interesting section of 
country, calling aloud for investigation, and meriting legislative inteference, th en 
have If taken an entirely erroneous view of the subject. 

The Warm Spring mountain is white sandstone. The rocks of the Valley of i he 
Hot Springs axe calcareous, argillaceous and siliceous. They areal! nearly vertical. 
At first the two former, and afterwards the two latter alternate. They have all bi *cn 
deposited in a horizontal position, and between their narrow strata are thin layer*; of 
clay, covering organic remains. * * • • * * 

The momtain ranges of Virginia are more numerous, and the valleys consequent¬ 
ly narrower than they are in Pennsylvania; but some of them are jrery interesting. 
The gnat Valley, as it is sometimes called, or par excellence, the F«l%, situate be- 
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pure with that of some of its kindred ranges;—the country rising a consider¬ 
able step behind each range. It has been before stated that the Peaks of 
Otter, in the Blue Ridge, were supposed until lately to be the highest points 
measured from their base, in North America; but it has since been ascer¬ 
tained that the White Top Peaks of the Iron mountains are still more ele¬ 
vated. The highest peak of the latter is only about 4,260 feet above the 
Atlantic ocean,—which is not one fifth part of the height of the mountains 
of South America, or one third of the height which would be necessary in 
our latitude, to preserve ice unmelted in the open air throughout the year. 
The range of mountains next beyond the Blue Ridge, which we call the 
North Mountain, received the name of Endless mountain from the Indians, 
on account of its great extent. 

Alleghany mountain of the Appalachian system. It is an unanswera¬ 
ble objection to giving the name of Alleghany to the whole system, that it 
has been appropriated to a particular chain in Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia. From the basin of the Kanawha, to that of the western branch 
of the Susquehannah, through 4° of latitude, the Alleghany is a dividing 
ridge between the waters flowing into the Atlantic, from those of the Ohio, 
giving source, eastward to the branches of James river and the Potomac 
and on the other side, or weastward to those of the Kanawha, Monongahe- 
la, Youghioghany and Kiskiminitas. The ridges which form the particu¬ 
lar chain of the Alleghany, are not very distinctly defined, though the en¬ 
tire chain constitutes so remarkable a feature in the geography of the United 
States. The length of the Alleghany is, from Monroe county, in Virginia, 
in the valley of the Kanawha, to Centre county, in Pennsylvania, in the val¬ 
ley of Susquehannah, 300 miles. The height varies, but may be stated at 


tween the Blue Ridge and the North and Alleghany mountain, is by far the most ex¬ 
tensive. The rocks often obtrude, rendering the soil rather scanty—but nevertheless 
Hill is is a fine district of country. 

I could find no fossils in this rock. In regard to the metallic ores I would observe, 
litat I discovered sufficient indications of their existing in Virginia in quantity suffi¬ 
cient to justify a more accurate examination. Iron abounds in almost every part of 


iie western section of the state; traces oi copper, lead, manganese and chrome, have 
ulso been discovered near the Blue Rridge ; and the gold of Orange county is equal 
is any found in the Carolinas or Georgia. 

1 have never seen any thing that exceeds the richness and variety of coloring’ of the 
mrpentine of the Blue Ridge. This mineral is easily cut, and the fineness anl close- 
ess of the grain render it susceptible of a high polish: at Zoblitz, in Saxony, several 
fmndred persons are employed in its manufacture. Besides the minerals belonging 


of slate, and native magnesia. A geological survey would most probi 
discovery of most of these minerals. 

I could make large additions to this communication, hut for the fear 
upon your patience. I will therefore close my observations with notic 
ces of a want of confidence in the mineral productions of your own ste 
persuaded that a geological survey would tend to correct. I met ma 
Jed with sulphate of lime (gypsum) from Nova Scotia, being taken to 
be used as a manure; but I did not see one wagon employed to brin 
lime (common lime stone) from the inexhaustible quarries of the grea 
oiler district to be used for the same purpose. In the beautiful and flo 
Richmond, I observed the fronts of two stores fitting up in the new a 
iilyle with granite (so called) (sienite) from Massachusetts, while the 
James river and on its banks, in the immediate vicinity of the town, i 
fitly quality, in quantities amply sufficient to build a dozen cities. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 

PETER A,: 
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Appajlachian System.—T he name given to the immense chain 

Atlantic course of the United States, from 
Maine. In the southern states they are 200 miles from th< 

near the coast. They run generally in 
and the various divisions go by different names. In Tennessee 
called the Cumberland Mountains, —in Virginia —Blue Ridge — 
sylvania the Alleghany and Laurel Mountains, — in New York,—the Cats* 
kill,—in Vermont the Green Mountains, and in New Hampshire,—the 
White Mountains. They are sometimes broken into groups and isolated 
chains. Their highest summits are in New Hampshire, and between 6 
and 7000 feet above the level of the sea. East of the Hudson they are of 
granite formation. In the west and south they consist of granite, gneis, mi¬ 
ca, clay-state, primitive limestone, dtc. 

Blue Mountain.—T his undistinguishing term has been applied to seve¬ 
ral chains of the Appalachian system in the United States, but more particu¬ 
larly to that one called by some tribes of Indians “Kaatatin Chunk,” or 
Endless Mountain. If we turn our attention to the Appalachian chain we 
find them often only interrupted, where a cursory survey would lead us to 
a termination. Whether the Kittatinny Chain or “Blue Mountain” 
be detected eastward from the Hudson we are unprepared to deter¬ 
mine, but westward of that river, this chain is found distinct in the Shawan- 
gunk, near Kingston, in Ulster county, New York. It thence ranges 
S. W., meets and turns Delaware river at the extreme northern angle of New 
Jersey, and continues its original direction to the Delaware Water Gap, 
where the mountain chain is traversed by the river, and the former curves 
more to the westward, enters Pennsylvania, over which it ranges 
miles to the northern angle of Franklin county, after having 
by the Lehigh, Schuylkill, and Susquehannah rivers, 
and Bedford counties the Kittatinny reassumes nearly its original 

York, and though in some places confounded with the Alle 
a distinct chain over Maryland, w ’ ^ 

ennessee, into Alabama, S. W. of Sus 

first nearly west, between the 
*s rivers, is thence broken into nages bounding on 
Conecocheague, gradually curves to the southward, 
extending very little west of south. Rising again 
between the Opequan and Black creeks, it runs near¬ 
ly parallel witn tne Blue Ridge, is passed by the North Fork of Shenan- 
cfoiilj., and extends thence between the two main branches of that river. 

distinctly on our best maps, the chain of Klt- 
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mouth of Craig’a 
along the hi 
centre of Montgomery 
antic slope, and merges into 
of New river or Upper 
range from the Hudson, the 
hicher sources of the Atlantic rivers, and similar to the 
Blue Ridge, the base gradually rises, ascending- 
in obliquely, until it reaches 
and those of Little river 
gap through which measurements have 
canal, is 2049 feet above the level of 
of the chain now commences to depress and inflecting to a course 

of S. W. f is traversed by New river or Upper Kanawha, 
latter stream, under the Local name of Iron Mountain, and dis- 
the eastward the tributaries of New river, and from the ©ppo- 
tliose of the south branch of Holston and Watauga, it reaches the 
extreme N. E. angle of the Tennessee, At the latter point, the chain as¬ 
sumes a direction very nearly S. W., and under the various local names 
Iron Mountain, Bald Mountain, Smoky Mountain and Unika Mountain, I; 
ierced in succession by Watuga, Doe, Nolechucky, French, Broad, Big, 

Tennessee, Proper and Hiwasse rivers, and merges according to 
Tanner’s map of the United States, into Blue Ridge, in the northern part of 
Georgia, between the sources of Coosa and Hiwassee rivers. 

If the whole body of the Kittatinny and its mean elevation is compared 
with the body and elevation of the Blue Rridge, the former exceeds in both 
ts, from the Hudson to their termination in Georgia, though at the 
gh lands on the Hudson and in the Peaks of Otter, the Blue Midge rises 
to a superior elvevmtlon from their respective bases. 

An a distinct and defined chain the Kittatinny is upwards of"eight hun¬ 
dred miles in length. The height above the ocean varies from 800 to 
2,600 feet. All the ridges in their natural state were wooded to their sum¬ 
mits, though the trees are generally stunted in growth at any considerable 

In the vallies along both flanks the timber is often very large and 

the pines, oaks, hemlocks and liriodendron. 
good arable soil is found on the summits, but sterili 
of the soil. Amongst the peculiar features of t 
remarked, which give* if a very distinct character 

no where strictly a dividing limit between river sources, 
any connexion with the mountains 
is pierced by the Delaware, 

€j tihsnnah, Potomac and Jamea rivers, flowing into 
and by the Great Kanawha, and various branches of Tennessee 

of the Ohio, or basin of the Mississippi. 

distinctive chains of the Appalachian system, and 
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Traversed by the Delaware immediately 
inflecting similar to the Kittatinny, to S 
Schuylkill at Reading, by the Susquehaxmah 

Potomac at Harper’s Ferry 
Amherst counties, Virginia, and 
Franklin counties in the same 
Roanoke, the Blue Ridge become 
extinction in Alabama. The length 
Roanoke, is 450 miles, and from Roanoke to where it 
in Alabama, 350 miles, having an entire 
the Hudson: The Hudson does not, however, terminate the 
to the N. E. Many river passages through mountains have 
been noticed and celebrated, and, among others, the passage of this chain 
by the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry; but it may be doubted whether from all 
the attendent circumstances, any similar phenomenon on earth combines so 
many very remarkable features as the passage of the tide stream of the Hud* 
son through the two chains, the S. E. Mountain and Blue Ridge. 

Profoundly deep, far below the utmost draught of the largest vessels of* 
war, the flux and reflux of the tides rush along a narrow and tortuous chan* 
nel, on both sides bounded by enormous craggy and almost perpendicular 
walls of rook, rising from one thousand to twelve or fifteen hundred feet 
above the water surface. Sailing along this astonishing gorge the mind in- 
voluntarily demands by what operation of nature has this complication of 
wonders been produced ? Again, what in an eminent degree enhances the 
surprise and admiration, is the fact, that this great river pass is made direct* 
iy through a mountain nucleus In all the chains of the Appalachian sys¬ 
tem, masses rise at different places, far beyond the ordinary height, and 
spreading much wider than the mean base of the chain in which they occur. 
The Peaks of Otter—the Peaks in the Catsbergs, in Windham, Green 
county, New York, several* peaks of the Green mountains in Vermont, 
and above all, the White mountains of New Hampshire, are examples. 
The Highlands, pierced by the Hudson, and passed by-the tide from the ocean, 
are however, every thing considered, by much the most remarkable of these 
mountain peaks or groups to be found, not only in the United States, but 

on this planet. Receding from the highlands, either to the S. W. 
chain depresses so much, that on our maps, the 
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sources of tiousatomc ana noosacK rivers, me leaiurcs oi ome mage cnange; 
hitherto from the Hudson, a line of river sources, it now looses that charac¬ 
ter, and is broken into innumerable ridges by the higher sources of Hoosack 
and Batten Kali, flowing into the Hudson, and thence by those of Paulet, 
Otter, Onion, La Moille and Missisque rivers, falling into lake Champlain. 
All these latter streams rise in the S. E. mountain, and flowing down a 
western slope pass the Blue Ridge. 

A hypothesis may be hazarded, that what is designated Green mountains 
in the sourthern part of Vermont, and the ridge or series of ridges, known by 
the same term in the northern part of the same state, are fragments of two 
i eparate chains* though generally represented as the continuation of one 
and the same chain. Regarding the great western chain, east of the Hud¬ 
son, in the state of New York, Massachusetts and Vermont, as the continua¬ 
tion of Blue Ridge, the whole length of the chain in the United States, ex¬ 
ceeds 1,000 miles. In relative elevation, the Blue Ridge is humble, though 
in one part, Bedford county, Virginia, the peaks of Otter rise to 4,200 feet 
above tide water. Generally, the ridges are from 700 to 1,000 feet above 
their bases, and the base rising with the mountain, when the ridges are 
seen from the elevated table land, from which flow Roanoke, Kanawha* 
Yadkin and Tennessee, they are, in fact, less imposing than when seen from 
the Hudson, Delaware, Susquehannah, Potomac or James rivers, though at 
the former region, the real oceanic elevation is more than double what 
it is near the more northern rivers. 

From its prominence, and southwestwardly from the Hudson, its isola¬ 
tion, Blue Ridge has been, though very erroneously, regarded and delineated 
m the extreme southeastern chain of the system; in reality, however, it is 
the third distinct chain advancing from the Atlantic ocean. 

Cumberland Mountain is a chain of the Appalachian system, and 
continues under this name through Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and 
p t of Alabama; whilst it is known in Pennsylvania as the Laurel chain. 
This mountain though not so delineated on our maps, is continuous from 
Steuben county, in New York, to Jackson, Morgan and Blunt counties in 

Alabama,- .along an inflected line of 800 miles. About the extreme eastern 

angle of Kentucky, and S. W. of the Great Sandy, this chain becomes dis¬ 
tinctly known as the Cumberland mountain, and ranging S. W. seperates 
Virginia from Kentucky j as for as Cumberland Gap, on the northern boun¬ 


dary of Tennessee: continuing S. W., but with an inflection 
this chain stretches over Tennessee,—dividing in its course 
the Cumberland from those of Tennessee river: entering 
crowing Tennessee river at its great bend, it gradually disa 
the sources of the Black Warrior river. The Cumberland 
jiart very elevated,—ranging from 800 to 1,000 feet above tl 
tide; but though humble as to relative height, it maintains oth 
distinctive characters of the other Appalachian chains; extei 
regular and often lateral ridges, passable only at long interva 
occur, or where it is traversed by rivers. The ridges are 1 
summit. 

Kittatinny Mountains, an extensive and important che 
chiim system. In Pennsylvania the Kittatinny i* ver 
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inflects still more to the 
Perry counties. At the western 
chain abruptly bends to a nearh' southern course, 

Bedford counties, enters Maryland, by the 
g traversed by the Potomac river, between 
Hmcockstown, and stretches into Virginia, as the Great 
over Virginia, from the Potomac to James river, between 

counties. This chain though broken, remains 
lar character prevails from James river to New river, between 
Grayson counties. After being traversed by New river, the 
assumes complete distinctness, leaves Virginia, and under the local name of 
mountains, Bald mountains, Smoky mountains and Unika mountain*. 
North Carolina and Tennessee, to the Unika turnpike on the 
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western border of Macon county, of the former state. Thence continuing 
little W. of S. W., crosses the N. W. angle of Georgia, enters Alab ims, 
and separating the sources of the creeks of Middle Tennessee river, from 
those of Coosa, merges into the hills from which rise the numerous 
branches of Tuscaloosa. 

Thus, defectively as the Kittatinny, called expressly by the Indians Ka» 

taatin Chunk , or the Endless mountains, are delineated, on our maps, it is 
in nature a prominent and individual chain, from N. lat. 34° 31' to 41° 30\ 
and 2° 45' E. to 10° W. long., Washington city. Ranging through 7° of lat. 
and almost 13° of long., stretching along a space exceeding 900 statute miles, 
and varying in distance from the Blue Ridge, between 15 to 25 miles, gen¬ 
erally about 20, though in some places the two chains approach, as at Har¬ 
risburg, to within less than 10 miles from each other. In relative height thin 
Kittatinny exceeds the Blue Ridge, but as regards the plain or table land 
on which they both stand, it rises gradually from tide water in Hudson 
river, to an elevation of 2,500 feet in Ashe county, of North Carolina. From 
James river to the Hudson, the chain ranges along the Atlantic slope, find 
is broken by streams flowing through it on their course towards the Atlan¬ 
tic ocean, but passing the higher valley of James river, the Kittatinny winds 
over the real dividing line of the waters, and is thence traversed by New 

, Nolechucky, French Broad and Tennessee rivers. 
Kittatinny Valley, in the most extended sense of the term 
commensurate with the mountain chain from which the name i 
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Laurel Mountain, is a 
of the Appalachian system, and 
Pennsylvania extending from 
—and which sepe rates Cambi 
ummerset from Westmorland and Fayette 
whilst another chain ten miles further 

Both these ridges continue out of Pennsylvania 
. W. of the Youghiogkany; but the names are 
Midge of Pennsylvania is the Laurel Hill of Fir 
is the wretched delineation of the Appalachian system, on all ol our maps 
that no adequate idea of the respective chains, can, in many instances, be 
obtained from them. The two chains mentioned in this article, though not 
to represented, preserve their identity, in a manner similar to the Blue Ridge* 
from New York to Alabama, 

BAYS, HARBOURS, RIVERS, SWAMPS, &c. 

To complete our view of Natural Virginia, we have only to consider her 
waters: these for convenience we shall arrange as we have the mountains, 
in alphabetical order. 

Albemarle Sound belongs to North Carolina, but as it is intimately 

connected with some of the waters of Virginia, we will notice it,—It is an 
estuary of the Roanoke and Chowan rivers, extending 60 miles in length 

Iron east to west, along N. lat. 36°, with a mean breadth of eight miles, but 
protruding several deep minor bays. The Roanoke enters from the west, 
and the Chowan from the N. W. at the extreme interior of Albemarle, which 
spreads below the entrance of those rivers in a shallow expanse of mater, 
with a level, or rather a flat, country along each shore. Every small inlet 

own comparative broad bay, by one of which, the Pasquotank, 

" communication by the Dismal Swamp canal, has 
ween Albemarle sound and Chesapeake bay. Albemarle s 
united from the Atlantic ocean, by long, low, and narrow reefs 

channels of connexion southward with Pamlico s 
each side of the Roanoke Island, and on the northward an o 
ocean by Currituck sound and inlet; both rivers are navi 
sources. The climate of this basin differs very much between its extreme 
"both from difference of latitude and of level. The latitude 

level not less than 1000 feet, giving an entire 
temperature of upwards of 5 degrees of latitude. The 
both natural and exotic, have a corresponding variety 
mate. On this basin, near the mouth, the orange and sugar cane are culti¬ 
vated; and on its higher branches, the apple, and wheat, rye, oats, and other 
cerealia. The staple vegetable, however, both on the interior and islands 











contiguous to 
Staple, 

AffOjtAIOE 







is cotton, though 
igo, &c. Rice is extensively 



tiv 



range of 



Prince Edward counties, 




OF V 



if 


and flows 
with the counties 
on the right, 
the left, and 








eastern course, 
Prince George, 

on 
miles. 
0 miles 
e merchant 










, Amelia, 

, Cumberland, 
river after a 

Appomattox, to the falls of 

far contains depth of water 
a very fine section of 
north. It may he navigated as 
crossed Harrison s bar, in James river, 
water a few miles higher up to Fisher’s bar 

seven feet water to Petersburg, \v 

ceases. 

river rises by numerous branches in Pittsylv 
and flowingtwenty-hve miles in a N. E. direction, enters Halifax 

the S. E. about 30 miles, and falls into Dan river 
junction of the latter with the Roanoke. Bannister 
ninsula between Ban and Roanoke rivers, below 
unclary of Henry and Franklin counties. 

Bio Sandy, mentioned before as Great Sandy river, has its most remote 
sources in the north western slopes of Clinch mountain, but receives tribu¬ 
taries from a distance of 70 miles, along the upper parts of Russell, Taze 
well, and Logan counties. The eastern or main branch rises in Logan 
Tazewell, but the higher streams uniting, the main channel becomes, for 
distance of 30 miles, a line of demarcation between those two counties, to 
where it passes Cumberland mountain. From the latter point to its influx 
into the Ohio, the channel of Big Sandy separates Kentucky from Virginia, 
flowing between Logan and Cabell of the latter, and Floyd, Lawrence, and 
Greenup of the former state. The main or eastern branch of Big Sandy 
has interlocking sources with those of Guyandot, Blue-stone, a branch of 
Great Kanawha, Clinch branch of Tennesse, and its own West Fork. 

The West Fork of Sandy rises in Russell county, flows thence westward, 
traverses Cumberland mountain, and enters Pike county, Kentucky. Pas¬ 
sing over Pike into Floyd in the original direction, the channel curves to 
northward, and unites with the eastern branch between Lawrence of 

Cabell of Virginia. The valley of Big Sandy is in its 
from S. S. E. to N. N. W. about 100 miles, with a mean 
; area 3000 square miles; bounded to the westward by 
Licking rivers, to the northeastward by 
and eastward by that of New river, or the upper waters of Great 
The main stream enters the Ohio at Catlettsburgh in 
lucky, and opposite to the extreme southern angle of the 
kit 38° 24’ and long. 5° 33' west of Washington. 

Blackwater river has its extreme source in Prince 

southward from the influx of 
southeastward over Surry 

Southampton on 
eft, falls into the 

on the border between Virginia and North Carolina, 

©f 70 miles. 

Blue-stone, a small river in Tazewell and Giles counties, which .fines 
is the latter, and interlocking sources with those of Clinch and Big Sandy, 
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thence by a general northern course 
county, inflecting in the latter 
junction with the Monongahela 

vania. The valley of Cheat lies between 
west, Potomac east, and Youghioghany east, 
about 100 miles, mean breadth not more than 1 
:quare miles. Cheat river is 200 yards wide at 
the Dunkard's settlement, —it is navigable 
in dry seasons. The boundary between 
sylvania crosses it, three or four miles above its mouth. 

Chick a hominy river rises between the vallies of the 
James rivers, about 20 miles N. W. from Richmond; it flows thence 
E.—having the counties of Henrico and Charles City on the right, anti 
Hanover, New Kent, and James City counties on the left; it foils into James 
river after a comparative course of 60 miles. 

Chesapeake bay, a deep gulf, opening from the Atlantic ocean, between 
capes Henry and Charles; lat. 37° and long. 1° east from Washington, 
intersecting in the mouth of the bay, near midway between the capes, which 
are about 15 miles asunder. The mouth of this fine sheet of water extends 
westward 20 miles to the mouth of James river. Curving rapidly, above 
the influx of James river, the Chesapeake extends almost directly north over 
one degree of latitude, with a mean breadth of 20 miles, having received 
from the westward James, York, Rappahannock, and Potomac rivers, and 
from the opposite side, Pocomoke and Nantikoke rivers. Widened by the 
union of so many tributaries, the Chesapeake is upwards of 40 miles wide 
from the mouth of the Potomac to that of Pocomoke, and about 35 from the 
most southern capes of the Potomac to the influx of Nantikoke river. A- 
bove the entrance of the two latter streams, the main bay narrows to a mean 
width of about 10 miles, and at some places under 5 miles, but with an ellip¬ 
tic curve to the westward 115 miles to its termination, at the mout 
uehannah river, having received from the westward above 
Patuxent, Patapsco, Gunpowder and Bash rivers, and from 
Nantikoke, Choptank, St. Michaels, Chester, Sassafras and Elk riven 

of Chesapeake bay is 185 miles; and it 
other bay of the earth, is, in proportion to extent 
by confluent streams as is the Chesapeake. 

In strictness of geographical language, it is, however, only 

river, of which primary stream 
branches. In the main bay the 
navigation of the largest ships 
and in Potomac that depth is presetv 
tributary rivers large vessels are arrested before reaching the head 
If taken in its utmost extent, including the Susquehannah 
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the A tlantic coast of the United States, 
immense reservoir amounts to near 70,000 

We know of no place in which we can better introduce 
Chesapeake Peninsula, a natural section of the 
liar features of which are generally lost or confused amon 
divisions of our country. This physical section is 
ocean S. E., by Chesapeake bay W., by Delaware 
the main continent by an isthmus, now traversed on 
apeake and Delaware canal. That work has in fact 

boundaries on all sides. Thus restricted 
Charles N. lat. 37° 8' to the 
N. lat. 39° 32'. Greatest length very nearly i 
182 miles. The general form is that of an 
wnicn, in component material, features, and elevation, 
essential from the Atlantic islands scattered along the coast of 

Chesapeake bay is itself divided between Virginia and Ma 
shores on both sides south of the Potomac and Pocomoke rivers 
to the former, and to the northward to the latter State. The southern part 

peninsula is entirely in Virginia, and is a long, narrow promontory, 
70 miles, by 8 to 10 miles wide. Above Pocomoke bay the peninsula 
widens, and after an intermediate distance of 33 miles, is equally divided, 
between the States of Maryland and Delaware. In the widest part, between 
Cape Henlopen, Sussex county, Delaware, and the western part of Talbot, 
Maryland, the width is 70 miles, but narrowing towards both extremes, the 
mean breath is about 27; area 4900 square miles. The surface is generally 
level or very gently undulating. The ocean and Chesapeake shores are strong¬ 
ly contrasted. Along the former, are narrow and low islands, with shallow 
sounds, and no stream issuing from the land of any consequence. The 
opposite shore of the Chesapeake is in an especial manner indented by innu¬ 
merable bays, and compared with the confined width of the peninsula, rivers 
of great magnitude of volume. The character of the Atlantic is extended 
along the Delaware bay; and entirely round the peninsula, much of the soil 
is liable to diurnal or occasional submersion from the tides. 

The general slope is south west ward as demonstrated by the course 
river3 Pocomoke, Nantikoke, Choptank, Chester, Sassafras, and Elk. 
litic&lly it contains all Sussex, Kent, and more than one-half of New 
county, of Delaware, all Worcester, Somerset, Dorchester, Talbot, Caroline, 
Queen Ann, and Kent, and one-third of Cecil county, of Maryland, 
Accomack and Northampton counties, of Virginia. 

Chowan river, is in North Carolina, but formed by 

Virginia, the Meherin, Nottoway, and Black water rivers 

The Meherin rises in Charlotte county, Virginia, 1° '* r “' 

7°, between the vallies of Roanoke 

E. by comparative courses 
Northampton and Gates countie 
Nottoway, above Winton, between 

ford counties. _ 

derives its remote sources from Prince 
Virginia, between those of Meherin and Appomato 
course of 70 miles, the Nottoway separates 
Greensville counties from Nottoway, 
the central part* of the latter. Thence inc 
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to form 


unity 
of Be- 
y widens 


more correctly a 
a moderate breadth, 25 miles 
to near a southern course and more ra 
junction with Roanoke, at the head 
up Albemarle sound, and intersects 
North Carolina, between the mouths of Chowan an 
. east of Washington City, 
its tributaries, the Chowan drains an 
as a physical section, comprises the northeastern 
As a commercial channel, the Chowan, 
extend almost directly from the mouth of Roanoke 
James river. There is at all seasons sufficient depth of water to admit sloops 
war to Murfreesboro 5 on Meherin, about 10 miles above the entrance 

river. 

Clinch river of Virginia and Tennessee, the great northeastern consti- 
of Tennessee river, rises in Tazewell county, Virginia, and flows 
thence by a general course of S. W. over Russell and Scott counties, 90 
miles. Entering Tennessee, Clinch separates Claiborne county from Haw¬ 
kins, Granger and Anderson; Campbell from Anderson, and thence travers¬ 
ing the latter, enters Roan, and unites with the Tennessee at Kingston, after 
an entire comparative course of 180 miles. In the south part of Campbell 
county Clinch receives from the N. E. Powell’s river. The latter rising 
in Russell county, Virginia, issues thence in a direction almost parallel to 
the Clinch; traverses Lee county of Virginia, enters Tennessee, crossin 
Claiborne and Campbell counties, joins the Clinch at Grantsboro, after 
comparative course of 90 miles. A short distance above its junction 
Tennessee Tiver, the Clinch receives from the N. W. Emery’s river, 
may be remarked that the course of the higher branches of Emery’s river i 
directly the reverse of that of Clinch and Powell’s river. Uniting the — 
mery’s and Clinch river, the whole valley is about 220 miles 
in is contracted comparatively, and fully estimated at 
uare miles. 

1 their respective courses, Clinch and Holston pursue a 
places 20 miles asunder, each receiving short creek 
mountain chain. On the opposite or right 
sources with those of Great Sandy, 

The relative elevation of the vallies of Clinch 
each other, and each stream above their 
remote fountains, a fall of 1000 or 
in western Virginia, rises in Logan county 

and Little Coal rivers. 

Appalachian ridges, flows N. W 
receives Little Coal river from 
of Great Kanawha and 
or, more correctly, Craig’s river 

river, rises in Giles and Montgomery counties, Virginia, 
ources with a branch of Great Kanawha, and with the extreme 
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This remarkable swamp 
averages from east to w 
in North Carolina. Five navi 
the rivers, two flow into Virginia,—south 
south branch of Nansemond, 


to south 
it lies 







Eliza 

Carolina,—the North river, the North West river, and 
The sources of all of these streams are hidden in the swamp, 
of them appear above ground. From this it appears, that there must be 

subterraneous fountains to supply these streams,—or the soil must 
>e nneci nerpetually with the water drained from the higher lands which 

it. The latter hypothesis is most probable, because the soil of the 
Swamp is a complete quagmire, trembling under the feet, and filling imme¬ 
diately the impression of every step with water. It may be penetrated to a 
great distrance by thrusting down a stick, and whenever a fire is kindled 
upon it, after the layer of leaves and rubbish is burned through, the coals 
sink down, and are extinguished. 

The eastern skirts of the Dismal Swamp are overgrown with reeds, 
or twelve feet high, interlaced every where w ith thorny bamboo 
which render it almost impossible to pass. Among these are found, her© 
anil there, a cypress, and white cedar, which last is commonly mistaken for 
the juniper. Towards the south, there is a very large tract covered with 
reeds, without any trees, which being constantly green and waving in the 
wind, is called the green sea . An ever-green shrub, called the gall-bush, 
grows plentifully throughout, but especially on the borders; it bears a berry 
which dies a black color, like the gall of an oak,—and hence its name 
Near the middle of the Swamp, the trees grow much closer, both the 
cypress and cedar; and being always green and loaded with large tops, are 

" !S! • i . II • •* * * 1 • 1 1 • - « * 1 ' 1 

place, 
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much exposed to the wind, and easily blown down, in this 
where the soil Is too soft to aflord sufficient hold to the roots, 
causes, the passage is nearly always obstructed by trees, which 
heaps, and riding upon each other; and the snags left in them 
every direction, render it very difficult to clamber over them. 
On the western border of the Dismal Swamp, is a pine 

greater part of which is covere 
bottom, however, is firm, and thou 
large and tall, yet they are not 
is swamp may be passed without 
the depth of the water. With all 
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extreme western sources of Dan 
and in the S. E. spurs of the Bin© 
due east along the intermediate borders 
to where the four counties 
meet. Here entering and flowing in Virginia 
Roanoke at Clarksville, having a mean breadth 
river drain* 3,960 
stream of Virginia, 

Lancaster and Northumberland counties, and then falling 












Elizabeth river, rises by numerous small branches in Princess Ann 

flows to the N. W. opening into a 
nating in the mouth of James river. The entire length of 
is only about 25 miles, but it gain* importance as forming 
of Norfolk, admitting to that port vessels of 18 feet draught, 

the Dismal Swamp canal and Pasquotank river, 
navigation from Che»peaie bay to Albemarle mound. 

Elk river, m western Virginia, rises amid the Appalachian ridges in 
Randolph and Pocahontas counties, interlocking sources with those of Mo¬ 
no ela, Little Kanawha, Wheat, Greenbrier and Gauley rivers. Leav¬ 
ing Randolph and Pocahontas, and traversing Nicholas and Kanawha coun¬ 
ties, it finally is lost in Great Kanawha at Charleston, after a comparative 
western course of 100 miles. 

Gauley river, rises in Randolph, Pocahontas, and Greenbrier counties, 
by numerous creeks which unite in Nicholas, and flow by a course a little 
month of west, foiling into the right side of the Great Kanawha river, at the 
head of the Great Falls. The valley of Gauley river is about 60 miles 
lone, and lies between those of Elk and Greenbrier rivers. 

'REenbrier river rises in the northern part of Pocahontas count- 
over which it flows, and entering and traversing Greenbrier county, foils 
into Great Kanawha, after a comparative southwestern course of 90 miles. 
Greenbrier has its remote sources in the same ridges with those of 
river branch of Monongahela, and those of the South branch of the 

The valley of Greenbrier lies between those of James and 
livers. It is an elevated region. The water level is from actual 
surement, 1,333 feet at the efflux of Greenbrier into Great Kanawha, 
mean height of the farms above the ocean level cannot fall 
abort of 1,500 feet. 

Guyandotte river rises in Logan county, from the 
of the Great Flat Top mountain, and flowing thence N. N, 
valley between those of Great Kanawha and Sand 








rivers 





into Ohio river below Bmrboursville, 








Guyandotte, Little, falls into Ohio river between 
andotte and Great Kanawha rivers, and for some miles 
stitutes the boundary between Mason and Cabell 
Hampton Roads, local name of the mouth < 
mouths of Nanwmond and Elizabeth rivers, 
bay, Hampton Roads is defined on the north by 
till® jouth by Point Willoughby; within James river 
definite tfhis sheet of water is sufficiently deep for 
was. The United States commissioners, appointed 
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Alleghany mountains. In Virginia, and flows 
lakes a course more to the south to Knox* 

and the tuiliiiiiiiiiil 



miles below that town, it unites with the 
the name of the Tennessee It is navigable for boats of fill 
ions burthen, more tnan iuu miles, on its banks are several iron-works j 
and the adjacent country abounds with iron-ore, and contains several lead- 
mines. Valuable salt works exist near its sources. 



Jackson river, 



irincipal constituent of James river, rites 



lateral 





branches, the north and south forks, in the southern 

thence south west ward and nea 
mountains, the two branches traverse 
ny, incline towards each other and unite, but the united stream 
southwestern course, receiving Dunlop’s creek 
and Pott’s creek from the south, after a comparative course from 
in Pendleton of about 50 miles. With the junction of Pott’ 
whole stream inflects verr abruptly to N. E. and flowing in 
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James river. The valley of Jackson’s river, is an elevated reoi 
At Covington, the county seat of Alleghany county, where Durnoi 
creek foils into Jackson’s river, the water surface is 1,238 feet above 
Atlantic level; it is therefore probable, that the greatest part of the arable 
surface of the adjacent country exceeds a comparative height of 1,500 feet 
Lat 38°, and long. 3° west, Washington, intersect in the western part of 
Bath county, about 6 miles north of the junction of the two main branches 
of Jacksoms river. 

James river. The two streams which unite to form this fine river, may 

be seen under the he head of Jackson and Cow Pasture rivers. Below the 
junction of its two constituents, the united water is first known as James 

river, which forcing a passage through between Pott’s and Mill mountain*, 

enters Botetourt, and assumes a southern course 10 miles, to where it re¬ 
ceives Craig's creek from the south, and inflecting to S. S. E. flows in that 
direction 15 miles, thence abruptly 
tern foot of Blue Ridge, and the i 


turns to N. E. by E. 20 miles, to tne wet- 
reception of North river from Augusta 


nd Rockbridge counties. Assuming a S. E. course of 28 


Tiver, 
miles 
Amherst 







fine navigable stream, traverses a gap of Blue 
the Peaks of Otter, and in a distance of 30 
Bedford and Campbell counties, and traversing another latte- 
mountains near Lynchburg, again turns to 

miles and separating Amherst and 
counties, James river assumes a 
comparative course, having on 
Goochland and Henrico, and on 
Cumberland, Powhatan, and 
lower falls at Richmond. 

James river, similar to 

, widens and presenting rather 
than those of a river, turns to a little E. of S. 

into 

entire length 







courses, 
and Old 
in 







efflux i 



miles, 



rivers of the 

a buy 
comparative 
Willoughby 
its source 
following the 




44 


GENERAL 



actual meander® 
than 500 miles. 

The valley of James river, including all its 
36° 40' and 38° 20 








dean 
In the 










much if any leas 

between lat 
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Comfort to 
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in long extends near 
line in a S. S. W. direction from 
mountain will pass along very near 

broadest part is along the extreme 
8 river to those of Craig’s 
to about 45 miles and the area 
James river affords at, and a 
of water for ships of any required 

so that only vessefs of 130 tons can 
port of Richmond. Though much has been designed 
in meliorating the navigation, little has been actually 
canal connects the tide below, and the navigable 

The following relative heights will show 
rise of the James river. Columbia at the mouth of Rivanna 178 feet; 

at the southeastern angle of Albemarle county, and below the 
southeast chain of the Appalachian system 255 feet; Lynchburg, also be¬ 
low the southeast mountain 500 feet; Pattonsburg, at the great bend above 
Blue Ridge 806 feet; Covington, at the junction of Dunlop’s’ creek and 
'Jackson’s river, 1,222 feet; highest spring tributary to Craig’s creek, 2,498 
•feet. Those heights are only the elevation of the water, and at every point 
must fall short of that of the arable soil. Without any great risk of error, 
an allowance of winter temperature equal to 6 degrees of Fahrenheit may 
be made between the extremes of this valley on the same latitude. 

Kanawha, Great, river. North Carolina and Virginia, has the most 
remote source in Ashe county of the former, between the Blue Ridge and 
main Appalachian chain, there known by the name of Iron mountain ; the 
two higher branches, after draining the northern part of Ashe, unite near 
the boundary between North Carolina and Virginia, and continuing their 
original course to the N. E. by N., enters Grayson county of the lat¬ 
ter state, breaks through the Iron mountain between Grayson and Wythe; 
winds over the latter and Montgomery; thence inflecting to the N. N. W. 
traverses Walker’s and Peter’s mountains. Below the latter chain, the 
course of N. N. W. is continued to the mouth of Gauley river 

from the northeast Greenbrier. 

Above Gauley river, the main volume of Kanawha is 

the Gauley, and turning to N. W., this now 
known as the Great Kanawha, is still farther augmented from 

the south by Coal river, falls into 
comparative course of 280 miles, 
the pass through Walker’s mountain 
0 from the mouth of Gauley to the 
The higher branches of New river have i 
of Catawba and Yadkin on the S. E,, and with those of 
ston to the northwest. Below the Iron mountains the in 
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proper, below Gauley river, lies generally between the valley of Guyandotte 
on the S, W. t and that of Little Kanawha N. E., though the sources of Elk 
river, also reach the vicinity of those of Monongahela. 

The entire valley of Great Kanawha, including that of New river, extends 

county, North Carolina, to 38° 52' at the junction of 
in long. 2° 43 1 at the high 
city. The length 
Patrick and Montgomery 
180 miles, the utmost breadth from 
Greenbrier is 180, but the mean width is 
at 10,800 square miles, 
remarkable feature in the valley of the Great 
, is relative height. At the mouth of Sinking creek 
Peter’s mountains, 120 miles by comparative courses 
the sources, the water level is 1,585 feet above the Atlantic 
mouth of Greenbrier 1,333, and at the mouth into Ohio 525 feet. 

fell from Sinking creek to the mouth of Greenbrier 
30 utiles direct, that above Sinking creek must be 900 feet at 

, the higher branches of New river, in Ashe county, must rise 
comparative height of upwards of 2,500 feet. 

Little; Kanawha, rises in Lewis county, and flowing N. W. by W,, en¬ 
ters Wood, and falls into the Ohio, at Parkersburg, after a comparative 
course of 90 miles. The valley of this river is nearly commensurate with 
Wood and Lewis counties, and has that of Great Kanawha south, Middle 
Island creek to the north, and that of Monongahela, N. E. is 150 yards 
wide at the mouth. It yields a navigation of ten miles only; perhaps its 
northern branch called Junius’ creek, which interlocks with the west fork 
of Monongahela, may one day admit a shorter passage from the latter into 
the Ohio. 

Little river, of Montgomery county, rises in the western vallies of 
Blue Ridge, and flowing to the N. W., about 25 miles comparative course, 
fells into New river, 12 miles S.. W. by W. Christiansburg. 

Mattafony river has its extreme source on the eastern border of ^Orange 
county, near the Rapid Ann, about 25 miles westward Fredericksburg, but 
the most numerous of its creeks are in Spottsvlvania, These unite within, 
and traverse Caroline, and thence forming a boundary between 

King and Queen, unite with the Pamunky, to form York 

southeastern course of ten miles. The val 
Malta pony lies between those of the Rappahannock and 
traversed by N. lat. 38° and the meridian of Washington. 

Matchapungo Inlet, on the coast of the Atlantic, between 

Northampton county. It opens into a 

miles N. N. E. cape Charles, 

Meiierin river, of Virginia and North Carolina, deriving its most 
sources from Charlotte, but rising principally in Lunenburg and Mecklen- 

uniting on the western margin of Brunswick. Contin- 
. E. by E. over Brunswick and Greenville, and 
thence seperating a part of Greenville from Southampton, it enters North 
Carolina, between Northampton and Gates counties, and joins the Nottaway 
to form the Chowan, between Gates and Hertford counties. The entire 
comparative course of the Meherin is about 95 miles, but the valley is nar- 
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row, not exceeding 20 miles width at any part, (mean width hardly 10,) area 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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Monongahela river, in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, is formed 
by Monongahela nroDer. Tygart’s Valiev river. Cheat river, and the Y ough- 
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the main stream, 

county 

of Green river, and Jackson 
f Tygait’s Valley river, are 





its remote source 



Interlock- 
river, 
far south as those 



county. The mountain ri 
known locally as Greenbrier mountain 
er sources are derived, must 
water in Chesapeake bay. 

Monongahela proper, is the western branch, rising 

locking 










little 

nor- 


interlocking sources with those of Tygart’s 
Kanawha. The three branches near their sources, pursue 
them course, but the two western, gradually approach 
unite at lat. 39° 28’, where they form a point of seperation between 
and Monongalia counties. Thence assuming a northern course over 
latter county, finally leave Virginia, and form a junction with Cheat on 
boundary between Fayette and Green counties, Pennsylvania. 

The Cheat in the highest part of its course, flows along a mountain valley, 
northern direction, but gradually inclining to northwestward, as already 
noticed under the head of Cheat river. Below the junction of the main 
branches, the Monongahela, by a rather circuitous channel, pursues a gener¬ 
al northern course over Pennsylvania, about 50 miles, comparative length 
its junction with Youghioghany, 11 miles S. E. of Pittsburg. 

The Youghioghany is a considerable branch, having its remote sources 
in the western part of Alleghany county, Maryland. Flowing thence 
northwardly, enters Pennsylvania, and separating for some few miles, So¬ 
merset, from Fayette county, receives a large tributary from the eastward, 
Casselman’s river, and turning to N. N. W. about 50 miles, comparative 
course, is lost in the Monongahela at MacKeesport. Augmented by the 
Youghioghany, the Monongahela below the junction, assumes the course of 
the former, 18 miles by the channel, but only 11 direct distance to Pittsburg, 
where it unites with the Alleghany to form the Ohio. The general course 
of the Monongahela is almost exactly north, and almost as exactly along 

widest 





part 

ginia 






head 


W. Washington, 150 miles by comparative distance, 
valley lies nearly along the line between Pennsylvania and Fir 
miles; the mean width 40, and area 6,000 square mile 
only 1,500 feet elevation to the arable country < 
branches of Cheat, Pittsburg being elevated 678 feet, will 
822 feet to the valley of Monongahela. The extremes 
exactly compensated by declivity, and explain why the seasons 

county, Virginia, differ but slightly, 
o eastern branches, Cheat and You 



and in 
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rise 



i, and the whole country drained by all the tributaries of Mon 


and rocky, direct falls are rare 
Cheat river, is navi 
county; both branches 

above their junction, and Youghioghany to Ohio, 
ley has gained recent increase of importance 
routes of proposed lines of canal improvement. 
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Youghiogimney 12 or 15 miles higher up, ii is 300 yards wide; and continues 
of that width to the mouth of Cheat river, a distance of 90 miles by water, 
but only 58 by land. In -this space the navigation is frequently interrupted 
by rapids, but are passable by boats when the river rises a few feet. From 
that point it admits light boats, except in dry seasons 65 miles further, to the 
head of Tvgart’s valley,—presenting only some fells of a few feet, and lessen™ 
ing in width to 20 yards. The western fork is navigable in winter 10 or 15 
miles, towards the northern branch of the Little Kanawha, to which a good 
wagon road, might be made. The Youghioghany is 

lis branch passes through the Laurel 
mouth, and is that far, from 300 to 150 
obstructed in dry jveather by rapids 
h the mountain the fall is very great, admittin 
es to the Turkey Foot. Thence to the great crossing 
is again navigable, except in dry seasons, and is at 
wide. The sources of this river are divided from those 
mac by the Alleghany mountain. From the fells at which it intercepts the 
Laurel mountian to Fort Cumberland, the head of navigation on the Potomac,[i8 
40 miles of very mountaneous road. Willis’ creek, at the mouth of which 
was Fort Cumberland, is 30 or 40 yards wide, but beyond that, there i 








Nansemond river rises in Isle of Wight and Nansemond counties, 
but chiefly in the latter. It opens by a comparatively wide bay into Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, and is navigable for vessels of 250 tons to Sleepy Hole, for those 
of 100, to Suffolk, the county town of Nansemond, and for those of 25 tons 

to Milner’s. 

Nottoway river, of Virginia and North Carolina, has its most remote 

source in Prince Edward county. Flowing thence S. S. E. between Not- 

taway and Lunenburg counties, between Dinwiddie and Brunswick, turns 
to eastward between Greensville and the western part of Sussex. Entering 
the latter, and first curving northward winds to S. E., and traversing Sussex 
and Southampton counties, receives Blackwater river from the north, 
entering Gates county. North Carolina, bends to S. W. 10 miles to its j 
tion with Melierin, to form Chowan river. The entire length of 
by comparative courses is 110 miles. The Nottoway valley is 
miles, by 20 mean width, comprising great part of Nottaway, Dinwiddie, 
Sussex, Surry, and Southampton counties, and a smaller part of 
Brunswick, Greensville, Prince George, Isle of Wight, and 
counties, and a minor part of Gates county, North Carolina. 

Occouuah river rises in Loudon, Fairfax, and Fauquier 
verses and drains the western part of Prince William county 

between Prince William and Fairfax 
25 miles below Washington City, 
ee Prince William county.] 
boundary of Virginia for 355 miles, 
spects the most remarkable river upon earth. The physica 
earth drained by it Lies between lat. 34° 12' and 42° 27', 

12° west of Washington City. The course of the Ohio 
sources of Alleghany to its junction with the Mississippi, 

59° 30* west, 680 statute miles. 

The form of the valley of the Ohio a 
manner, that of a regular e! 
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Aggregate extent in square miles, - - - 200,111 

Allowing the greatest length to uq 750 miles, the mean width will be 267 
very nearly, or the mean breadth amounts to within a .rifling fraction 

one-third of the greatest length, a compactness seldom equalled in rivers. 

If the Alleghany is regarded as the primary and remote constituent 
Ohio, this great stream rises by numerous creeks in McKean and Potter 
counties, Pennsylvania, and Alleghany and Cataraugus counues, New York. 
Becoming navigable near the line of demarcation between the two states, 
the stream, with partial windings, pursues the general course already stated, 
to its junction with the Mississippi, affording a natural navigable channel of 
between 1,200 and 1,3^0 miles. The opposing inclined plains of Ohio val- 
are of unequal extent, nearly in the proportion of two to three, the larger 
falling from the Appalachian system of mountains, and containing 120,000 
square miles. 

their features also the two Ohio plains differ essentially, 
eastern, declining from a mountainous outline, has a comparatively 

The most elevated table land from which the eastern tributarie 
rise the sources of Clinch, Holston, and Great 
00 feet. The Appalachian table land declines in relative 
and south of this nucleus, but there is no one 

and Genesee to those of Tennessee and 
exceeds 1,000 feet. 

of Ohio at Pittsburg, where the Allegh 

that of the low water at the 
of course the Ohio below 
, the length of the intermediate 
the preceding data, a 
rapid declivity, advancing from 
, Kiskiminitas, Monongahela, 
and Tennessee, and severe 
not reach the Appalachian 
, that along this steep plain, 
occur arc of 


butaries 
2,200 
found the 
Sandy, 
of course, 
it may we 
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To mm eye sufficiently elevated, and powers of vision sufficiently enlarged, 
1 e whole valley of Ohio wouId appear one immense declivity, falling very 
nearly at right angles to the general range of the Appalachian system, and 

















cor 


the rivers would appear to have cut deep channels seldom in a 
responding to the plane of general descent. 

Of these channels that of Ohio would appear as 

e carefully measured the height of the 

«k C? 

them about 4G0 feet above the low water level 
rivers, or 1,138 feet above the level of the Atlantic tides. 

rise like mountains from lake Erie, 

400 feet, and below Pittsburg the fall to the Mississippi has been 
be 395 feet. Without therefore estimating mountain ridges, 

of Ohio has a descent of upwards of a foot 
something remarkable, the rivers, and particular!) 1 
self, do not fall gradually with the planes of their courses, 
channel from Pittsburg to the mouth is 948 statute miles, and 
inches, or not (juite five inches per mile. 

The waters in effect have abraded their channels, deeper towar 
sources than in proportion to length of course. It is this 
which has contributed to give to the Ohio proper, the appearance of flowing 
in a deep and immense ravine. The difference of climate arising from dif¬ 
ference of level, frequently exceeding a degree of latitude in less than a mile, 
and radiated heat, with an exuberant alluvial soil, giving in spring a preco¬ 
cious vegetation along the river bank, have superinduced great misunder¬ 
standing respecting the temperature and seasons of this region. 

Descending the Ohio, say from Pittsburg, the scenery along the banks 
and hills, is in an eminent degree picturesque and varied, but these fine fea¬ 
tures imperceptibly fade away, and long before reaching the Mississippi, to¬ 
tally disappear, and leave a narrow horizontal ring sweeping round the 
heavens, formed by the trees along the banks. 

As a navigable channel, few, if any other rivers of the globe, e 
Ohio. In the higher part of its course, the navigation is annually more 
less impeded in winter by ice, and in autumn by a want of water 
ment from ice prevails in all its course, but below the influx of 
drought is of less injury, and below the rapids at Louisville, in 
mercial point of view, removed by a navigable canal. 

The four most important of all mineral productions abound in 









!, mineral coal, salt, and iron ore. Of all continuous 
;ive soil on earth, if climate and fertility are combined, 
ill, it is probable, sustain the most dense population. 

exist upon its immense surface 20, ? n 
1831, it sustained about 3,000,000. 

to such increase? 

Pamunkey river, the principal constituent of York 

North Anna. The latter rises 






and in Spottsylvania counties, 
the Pamunkey, between 
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course, (but perhaps- double 
its junction with Mattapony to form York 

either branch, is 
exceeds 30 miles, 
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southeastward, 
that distance 
river, 
about 
and' is o 
those of 
left. 

in the southeastern slope 

between Black water and Ir\ 
and drains the central part of Franklin county 
turns to E. and falls into Roanoke, after a 
miles. 

This river has its sources near the northern 
Kanawha, and flows through a body of forest 
uch of it fertile, and sufficiently level for advantageou 
The alluvial lands on its -borders, are generally rich, and of 
cient to form good farms. Pocatilico discharges itself into 
Kanawha, 20 miles below Charleston, and forty miles above the mouth 
the latter river; it is navigable by batteaux, which ascend from 20 to 30 miles, 
and during the winter and spring months, large and heavy loaded boat» 
may descend with safety, as also rafts of timber of various descriptions. 
Extensive beds of rich bituminous coal, are found near the Pocatalico, and 
its branches, and iron ores apparently of good quality, are often dug out of 
the hills. 

Potomac river, of Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. This river 
above Blue Ridge, is formed by the north branch, distinctively called Poto¬ 
mac, Patterson’s river, South Branch, Cacapon, Back creek, Opequhan and 
Sheandoah, from the southwest ward, and by a series of bold, though com¬ 
paratively small streams from the northward. The stream to which the 
name of Potomoc is first applied, rises in the Alleghany chain, opposite 
the sources of Cheat and Youghioghany branches of Monongahela, at 
39° 10’ long, from Washington city, 2° 30' W. Flowing thence N. E. 30 
miles, receive* from the north, Savage river, and bending to S. E. 10 miles, 
traverses one or two minor chains of mountains, and returning to N. E. 18 
miles to the influx of Will’s creek, from the north at Cumberland, 
considerable stream, by a very tortuous channel, but direct 

E., the Potomac below Cumberland, breaks 
mountains to the influx of South Branch. The latter 
of course, and area drained, the main branch. The various source 
mountain river originate in Pendleton county, Virginia, 

Alleghany and Kittatinny chains. Assuming- a jreneral course 
N. E.. the branches unite in Hardy count 

comparative course of 40 miles to 
Branch receives no considerable 
formed by both branches, breaks through a mountain 

bending to N. E. by 

winding channel reaches its extreme northern point at 
41 \ and within less than two miles south of the 

i Potomac 

as above winds by a 
miles to the influx 









Branch, 









southern 
again 

by comparative course 
southward. 


vania. Passing 





channel, but 
from the 
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t branch of Potomac, having 
length of 130 miles, and brings down a volume of water 
to that of the main stream. It has its most remote sources 
county, Virginia, interlocks sources with those 
branch of James river, and by Blue Ridge, is sc 

7° 55', almost exactly due west 
tomac into 3 bay. The elongated valley 



comparative 
e inferior 
Augusta 
Calf Pasture 
of Rivan- 









miles, where 

8,000 


square 










valley of Kittatinny, and 
Rockingham, Page and Shenandoah 
of Frederick and Jefferson. The upper valley 

is in length from S. W. to N. 
miles, but has a mean breadth of 50 

water level of Potomac at Harper’s Ferry i 
water; therefore we may assume at 350 feet 
in the valley above the Blue Ridge. This is equivalent 
of latitude on the aerial temperature at the lowest point of depression, 
rapid is the rise, however, in crossing the valley to the foot of Alleghany 
mountain, that an allowance of 1,200 feet is rather too moderate an estimate 

extremes of cultivated soil. 

Passing the Blue Ridge, with partial windings, the Potomac continues 
by comparative courses 50 miles to the lower falls and head of ocean 
at Georgetown. Having in the intermediate distance received the 
Monocacy river, from the north, and some minor creeks from tho south; 
like the Delaware, below Trenton, and the higher part of Chesapeake 
hay; below the mouth of Susquehannah the Potomac, meeting the tide, bends 
.along the outer margin of the primitive rock. It is indeed very remarka¬ 
ble that the three bends, in the three consecutive rivers, follow almost ex~ 
actly the samq geographical line, or flow from head of tide water, S. W. 
the Delaware GO, Chesapeake 40, and Potomac 45 miles, —the latter a 
miles below the place at which it retires from the primitive rocks, reaches 
within six miles of ihe Rappahannock, below Fradericksburg. The two 
’latter rivera not far from parallel to each other, assume a comparative course 
75 miles to the N. E., the intermediate peninsula being no where above 22 
.miles wide, and the distance from the south side of the mouth of the 
mac, to the north side of that of the Rappahannock, is only 20 miles. 

^Combining the two sections above and below the Blue Ridge, the 
basin of the Potomac embraces an area of 12,950 square miles, extendin 

50* to 40°, and in long. 0° 45’ E. to 2° 45' W. of 
winding of its tide water channel renders the navi 
Potomac bay (for such it is below George Town,) tedious though 

The channel has sufficient depth to admit 

at Washington. 

advantages as an agricultural an 
Potomac is a very interesting 
—deriving its sources from 
worn its channel through 
an immense 
the valley of the Ohio, 
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at its mouth, five 
ie, three at Swan’s point 
water to the falls, which are 13 miles 
miles in length, and of very 
batteaux and canoes is 
however used in a small degree 
Cumberland, at the mouth of 
navigable at no grerat expence, 
the sources of James river, near 
Rappahannock river, formed by two branches, 

Thornton’s rivers, both deriving their remote sources 
Hedgeman’s river, after a comparative course of 30 miles, between 
and Culpeper counties, receives Thornton’s river from the 

continuing the course of the former S. E. 20 
Ann. A navigable river at the junction of its two main 
Rappahannock, continues to the S. E. 10 miles to its lowest fells, where 
traverses the primitive ledge, and meets the ocean tides at Fredericksburg, 
ar to the Delaware, and all the large western tributaries of Chesapeake 
bay, the Rappahannock turns after passing the primitive rock, but after a 
short curve to the southward, this stream resumes a S. E. course, which 
with a rather tortuous channel it maintains to Leeds, in Westmoreland county, 
where it approaches to within five miles of Potomac, at the mouth of Mat¬ 
tox creek. Gradually widening, and with the features of a long, narrow 
bay of 55 miles, the Rappahannock by a S. S. E. course, is lost in Chesa¬ 
peake bay between Windmill and Stingray points. The tide ascends this 
channel to the fails at Fredericksburg, something above 100 miles, admit¬ 
ting vessels of considerable tonnage. In all the distance below the union 
of its two main branches, it does not receive any accession above the size of 
a small creek. The entire basin is 140 miles by a mean width of 20; area 
2,800 square miles. Extending in lat. from 37 34' to 38° 44', and in 
from 0° 41' east to 1° 22' west of Washington. 

Rapid Ann river, deriving its remote sources from the Blue 
Midge, and flowing thence S. E. 20 miles across the valley, between 
Blue Ridge and South East mountain, turns thence N. E. 15 miles to the 
influx of Robertson’s river from the N. W. Passing South East mountain 
and inflecting to a general eastern course of 30 miles, it joins the Rappahan 

miles above Fredericksburg, after a comparative course 
whole of its length Rapid Ann separates 
Madison, and thence 25 from Culpeper, 
uperior in volume to Rappahannock; and exceedin 

Ann is the main stream. 

, a branch of James river, is navi 
t mountain, which is about 22 miles. 

by dams and canals, and it is now navi 
and a quarter of Charlottesville, 
stream of Maryland, and of the District of Columbia, 
is it separates the city of Washington from George- 
its extreme source about four miles westward ofMe- 
county, Maryland, heading with the east branch 
an elevation above tide water at Georgetown of 500 

creek, following its valley, is about 28 miles. 
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Irka Ml being upwards of 17 feet to the 
places far above the mean, renders it an excellent mi 
Roanoke river, of Virginia and North Carolina, 
extent, Roanoke basin is the same as Albemarle, 








1 being in many 


in the utmost 
the sub-basina 
from south 



new fea- 
its 



here ! 
Mien 1, 
1,002 feet 












or va 


Roanoke proper, and Chowan river. 

rivers beyond the Roanoke, have their 
side of Blue Ridge; but with the 
Blue Ridge is pierced by that stream 
from the main Alleghany chain in 
eight miles of the main channel 
ithout estimating the mountain ridges, of 
numerous creeks from this elevated tract, and 
border between Montgomery and Botetourt 
‘The Rapid Roanoke,” having at Salem, in 
in little more than 20 miles. At Salem the 
actual admeasurement, above mean Atlantic tide, 
river inflects 20 miles in an eastern course, to its passage through 
e, and thence S. E. 25 miles to its passage through South East 
mountain. Passing South East mountain between Bedford and Pittsylvania 
counties, the now navigable volume sweeps by an elliptic curve to north¬ 
ward, and round to S. E. 50 miles comparative course, to the influx of Dan 
river, entering its right side from the west part. Below the junction of 
these two rivers, the united waters in a course a little south of east 
miles by comparative distance, reach tide water at Weldon, having 
by a lengthened cataract over the primitive ledge. About midway between 
the influx of Dan river and Weldon, Roanoke leaves Virginia and enters 
North Carolina. Mingling with the tide, the Roanoke by a very tortuous 
channel, but by comparative course flows South East 50 miles, and thence 
eastward 25 miles to its junction with Chowan river at the head of Albe- 
marie sound. The entire valley of Roanoke, if measured along the main 
stream or Dan river is 250 miles, but the rivers wind over this space by 
channels of much greater length. By comparative courses it is 155 mileu 
from Salem to Weldon, whilst from a report made by the Roanoke compa¬ 
ny, the intermediate channel is 244 miles. Taking these proportions, the 
length of this river by its meanders is about 400 miles. Including the 
Albemarle basin, it is 290 miles from its outlet into the Atlantic 
the fountains of Roanoke in Alleghany mountain, but with 
and Dan valiies united to that of the principal river, the basin 
narrow, being only 80 miles where broadest, and not 

miles, or an area exceeding 14,500 square 
extent which gives most interest to the 
once a fine physical section and 
level, amounts to at least 2,000 feet, 
in every feature more than 
side of the Appalachian chains, 
the Atlantic ocean, 
from the north the 
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, and very 
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and in summer the ad- 

on vegetation, 
appears, 
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, and for 
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remains 
occa- 
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winters have the 
gher part of Roanoke is annua 
rendered unnavigable in wi 
region on the Atlantic coast 
s. It is true that even Albemarle 
with ice, but this phenomenon is rare 
g either branch, the importance of 
Albemarle sound—an irremov 
is in progress a schem 
tide water below Weldon w 
the rivers are navigable for boats to Salem 
oke, and to Danbury in North Carolina by Dan river. This was effected 
by side canals, sluices and other artificial improvements. 

Sandy river, of Virginia and Kentucky, is composed of tw 
called relatively East fork and West fork. East fork, the main con 
of Sandy, rises in the Appalachian valleys, interlocking sources wi 
reat Kanawha to the east, and with those of Holsfonand Clinch 

river to the S. E. Issuing from this elevated region, and 
part of Tazewell and Logan counties, Virginia, the Sandy river 
pursues a N. W. direction by comparative courses 50 miles, to its passage 
through Cumberland mountain. Becoming a boundary between Virginia 
und Kentucky below the Cumberland chain, Sandy assumes a direction of 
N. N. W. 70 miles, separating Logan and Cabell counties, of Virginia, 
from Floyd, Lawrence, and Greenup counties, of Kentucky, to its final in- 
jflux into Ohio river opposite Burlington, Ohio. West Sandy rises in Rus¬ 
sell and Tazewell counties, Virginia, and assuming a N. W. direction pierces 
the Cumberland chain, enters Kentucky, and after traversing Pike and Floyd 
counties, bends to the northward and joins East Sandy in Lawrence county. 
The valley of Sandy river has that of Tennessee riverS., Kentucky S. W., 
kicking W., that of Ohio N., Guyandotte E., and Great Kanawha S. E. 
it is about 100 miles long, mean width 35, and area 3,500 square miles. 

Shenandoah river, one of the great southern branches of Potomac river, 
is composed of two branches, called with no great relative correctness, 
North Branch and South Branch. The southern and main branch rises in 
Augusta county, as far south as latitude 38°, and long. 2° west of Wash¬ 
ington City. Flowing thence northeastward along the northwestern 
<of Blue Ridge, over Augusta, Rockingham, and Page counties, 

Branch in the southern angle of Federick county, 
course of 90 miles. 

rhe North Branch of Shenandoah river has its source in 

it flows by comparative courses N. N. E. 

Shenandoah counties, enters Frederick, 

South Branch as already noticed, 
the Shenandoah flows N. E. alon 
its junction with the Potomac 
the state of the same name, 

Alabama, Georgia, North 
constituent of the Ohio. 
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ources with those of Sandy and Great Kanawha, 
main constituents pursue a south western 
chains of the Appalachian system. Cum- 
main spine, both stretching in a similar direction with the 
istance of about 70 miles asunder, 
less width between the main chain 
constituents of Tennessee; but this more eastern and 
cs to the N. W., at right angles to the mountain 



princi 






more 

chains. The latter mountain valley comprises the North 
Georgia part of the valley of Tennessee. Including both 
upper Tennessee drains an elongated ellipise of 350 miles 
orter axis 120 miles from the Blue Ridge at the sources 
to Cumberland mountain, where it separates the sources of Powc 
from those of Cumberland: mean breadth 80 miles, and area 24, 
miles. Descending from, the extreme fountains in Virginia, 
widens as the mountain chains recede from each other, and again contracts 
as the same chains gradually re-approach each other at the northwestern 
angle of Georgia, and northeastern of Alabama. At the latter point, well 
known bv the name of Nickajack,all the large tributaries have united, and the 
Blue Ridge and Cumberland chains have inclined to within less than 40* 
miles of each other. Below Nickajack, the now large volume of Tennes¬ 
see continues S. W. GO miles, without receiving a single creek of 20 miles 
course, the two bounding mountain chains still inclining upon each other,, 
till their approaching bases force the river through the Cumberland chain. 
To one whose eye first glanced on the volume of Tennessee, below its pas¬ 
sage through Cumberland mountain, without previous knowledge of the 
valley above, no adequate idea would occur, that before it, flowed the accu¬ 
mulated waters of a mountainous region of 24,000 square miles extent. In. 
feet,.to an observer, thus placed, the main volume of Tennessee would ap¬ 
pear as one of the constituents of a river valley below the Cumberland" 
chain. About 20 miles below the passage of Tennessee river through 
the Cumberland mountain receives the Blue Ridge, if such a term can 
correctly applied to the merging of two mountain chains. Here, along 
northern sources of Mobile basin, the Appalachian system changes 
tinctive character, and the confused masses of hills follow each other w 
wardly toward the Mississippi. The Tennessee river deflects rather 

mountain system, and flows N. W. by W. 
miles, to the northwestern angle of Alabama, and the northe 
em of Mississippi, where this large stream again bends at ne: 

course of a very little west of north 150 
, after an entire comparative course of 
section of Tennessee, and the lower 
are comprised in the fine northern 
The main volume flowing along the base of a physica 

vicinity of Pittsburg, to the 
very striking coincidence of 
tween the extremes of this region, must appear to 
server of a good map of that part of the United States 
structure is evinced by the great inflections of 
Green, Cumberland, and Tennessee rivers. 
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course below Nickajack, or its entrance into 
not receive a single stream above the size of a 
selvedge of its valley on the left, in Alabama, 

Kentucky, exceed a mean breadth of 20 miles, 
between Tennessee and. Cumberland rivers, and 

spreads a physical region 
lower reach of Tennessee rirer 
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miles, and an area of 10,400 square miles 
semi-circled by the main volume of Tennessee, 
river, and innumerable creeks. Below 
receives no stream from either side of any 

view. Including all its sections, 
comprises an area of 17,600 square miles; and 
superficies of 41,600 square miles. This extent 
see vaiiey, if compared with the whole valley of Ohio, spreads over 
one-fifth part, and gives to Tennessee the first rank among 
of Ohio. Amongst the peculiar features of the course of Tenne 
most remarkable is, that rising as far north as lat. 37° 10', and curving 
thence southward to lat. 34° 23', it again recurves back to its original lati¬ 
tude, and falls into the Ohio river almost exactly due west from its primi¬ 
tive springs in Tazewell county; thus embosoming nearly the whole large 
▼alley of Cumberland, and part of that of Green river. Geographically, 
Tennessee valley lies between north lat. 34° 10' and 37° 10', and in long, 
between 4° 15' and 11° 40' west of Washington. It is the first and largest, 
advancing from the south, of those streams gushing from the elevated slopes 
of the Appalachian ridges, and which flow westward into the great basin 
of the Mississippi. In relative height, there is above 1,700 feet difference 
between the highest and lowest extremes of Tennessee valley. The arable 
surface of Tazewell and Wythe counties, from which the fountains of Ka¬ 
nawha and Holston have their origin, must be at least 2,000 feet above 
Atlantic tides; whilst that of Ohio river, at the influx of Tennessee, 
tie exceeds 300 feet. The difference is fully an equivalent for 4° of latitude, 
and accounts for the rapid changes of climate experienced on lines of lati¬ 
tude in Tennessee. The current of every branch of Tennessee is very rapid, 
though direct falls are rare, and even dangerous shoals are not common. 
Of the latter, those particularly called Muscle Shoals, between Lauderdale and 
Lawrence counties, Alabama, are most remarkable and difficult 
The whole river, however, having a mean fall exceeding two 
is onlv favorable to down stream navigation, which it 

near their sources. 
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James river, after draining part of 
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from the mouth of York river to the ex¬ 
river, in South West mountain; but, if taken 
1 width would not exceed 20 miles, and at the ut- 
45 miles. The area 2,600 square miles. Exten- 
to 38° 16 ’, and in long, from 0° 41' E. to l 0 ^* 









Youqhioghany river of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
most Temote sources in Preston county of the latter 
most numerous southern tributaries from the valley between the Back Bone 
.Laurel mountains, Alleghany county, Maryland. From this elevated 

stream flows nearly due north 35 miles, enters Pennsvlva- 
and Somerset counties, within which it 
direct course to where it is joined by 
a superior stream, entering from the N. E. 
southern fountains of Castlemaffs river, rise in Alleghany county, Mary¬ 
land, but the greater part of its tributaries flow from Somerset county, 
Pennsylvania, and rise in the same valley with the confluents of Youghio- 
ghany. Below the union of the two main branches the Youghioghany 
assuming a northwestern course, continues in that direction 60 miles to its 
junction with the Monongahela at MacKees port, in Alleghany county. 
Where Youghioghany is traversed by the United States road at 
the water level is 1,405 feet above that of the Atlantic. The extreme 
of this stream have an elevation exceeding 2,500 feet; the mouth being ele¬ 
vated about 700 feet, the entire fall must be 1,800 feet. The whole valley 
of Y oughioghany is either mountainous ox very hilly and broken. 

CLIMATE. 

The following article was received too late for insertion in it* proper 

place, but we insert it here as affording some evidence of attention and ob¬ 
servation upon a subject of which our men of science have been too negli¬ 
gent; and which requires the joint and persevering labor of many h ands 
to afford any thing like accurate detail or valuable information. 

At the discovery of our continent it presented 
ed bv human labor. The majestic rivers of the new world, swelling 

, inundated the whole country, and left in their track numer 
marshes and extensive lakes. The woods were hid with rank luxu 

__ exuberant undergrowth of herbs, shrubs, and weeds 
that gloomy and repulsive solitude which was so a 
first settlers as the wilderness, i he earth could 
sun, nor could this effect be produced by the mass 
in the forest. Oflensive exhalations arose 
« and the accumulated decay of vegetation, 
pestilence of malaria, 
arrive at definite conclusions 

its degrees of distance 
many other dirt 1 
mountains and 
our northern seas, with 
to 
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summits throughout the heart of our continent, 
over them become deeply surcharged with cold, 
not diminished until it has extended far down 
Our daily experience attests the truth of this 

fimate of Virginia has not been stationary, 
istics is to follow the varying passions of the coquette- 

now chilling by capricious frow 
influence we have been 
in the glittering canopy of 
scene. Those who have dwelt 
erce'heat of Spain, and the elastic air of 

comparison, the softness of a Virginian 
8 soever we may be, it never has gloom enough to make us “ 
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Captain John Smith, in his faithful and spirited History of the 
Virginia, makes many allusions to its climate, and with a proper allowance 

in coloring the advantages of a settlement in the colony, we 
may receive his statements as the honest opinions of a careful and accurate 







* 



The somraer (says he) is hot as in Spaine, the winter cold as in France 
Ingland. The heate of sommer is in June, July, and August, but com- 
monly the cool breezes asswage the vehemency of the heate. The chief 
of the winter is halfe December, January, February, and halfe March. The 
cold is extreme sharpe, but here the proverbe is true ‘that no extreme long 
continueth. 1 Sometimes there are great droughts, other times much raine„ 
yet greater necessitie of neither, by reason we see not but that all the raritii 
of needful fruites in Europe may be there in great plentie by the industrie of 
man.” In an earnest appeal to the friends of the colony, he again recom¬ 
mends it for the “ mildnesss of the ay re and the fertilitie of the soyle ” 

This sketch of the colony is studiously silent as to the existence of marsh- 
, though much of the ill health of the first emigrants, may be traced 

In giving an account of the bays, rivers, and brooks, our 
remarks that “ by the rivers are many plain marshes 
ing some twenty, some one hundred and some two hundred acres, 
tie of grasse there is but what groweth in low marshes.” In the 

ion and agricultural improvement, these marshes were gradua 
lf ". Nathaniel Caussey, who had lived in Virginia w* 1 ~ 
in the year 1G27, “that whereas the country w 
intemperate and contagious by many, now they hav 
’ victuals, and the sun hath power to exhale up the moist vapors 
“ they have cut down the woods, which ' " 
spreading tops of high trees, they 
Captain Butler, a gallant pioneer 
of Bermuda, on his return 
, presented to Charles I. a 

in Virginia as it 
lamentable picture of 
the English plantations are genen 

, which have s 






colony, and 
marshes, 







seated on 
anters to the 

♦In the reply of Governor Berkeley to the enquiries of the Lords Commissioners 
Foreign Plantations, m 1671, be states “ that all new plantations are for an age or two 
wealthy, until they are thoroughly cleared of wood,” 2 Hen. Stat. at Large. 515. 
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land.” This pamphlet excited much hostility 

pafity, which was artfully fermented by Charles 
* • • - —, * • - * * . 

planning 
members 
the public, in 
tie as wholesome 







parts of Eng- 
irginian Com* 
was then secretly 
Some of the 
in an address to 

inia to 








noble and patriotic 
had been in Virgini 
ey state “that they had found 
the soil for the most part as 
of Burgesses in a curious 
sarcasm, pronounced the char 
i, and informed the king “that 
that have lived here twice as many 
country—the places which he so 
, if we had a sufficient force to clear their wood 
iprings which pass through them a free passage, 
and restores our trust with abundance. The air is 
clime healthful, all circumstances considered, to men of sound 

overnment n 

the Virginian Company in petitioning parliament for encour- 
iigement and protection, earnestly recommended the colony “for that tem¬ 
perature of climate which agreed well with the English.” Smith often 

makes similar comparisons, and it is evident from the writings of our ear¬ 
liest historians, that the climate of Virginia differed but little from that of 
England. The immense mass of vegetation which overshadowed the coun¬ 
try, filled it with fogs and vapors, assimilating it to that of England, and 
gendering it extremely cold in its winters, and tardy in its summers. It was 
less affected by the standard temperature of the sea than England, and was 
marked, with more striking vicissitudes. The cold winter of J607, which 
was felt throughout all Europe* was, in the lauguage of Smith, found “a« 
extreame in Virginia.’* There were also many unseasonable years, and 
others singularly propitious to the agriculture of the country. The year 
was long recollected by the epithet of the starving time, while in the 
year 1619 two crops of rare-ripe corn were made. Among many of the 
acts of the House of Burgesses regulating the trade of the country, we find 
one which prohibits the exportation of Indian corn “on account of the unt¬ 



ie country was gradually cleared o 
became dry, temperate, and warm, 
if 1765, which directed the eapitol 
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seasonableness of the last two summers.” 

As the country was gradually cleared of its forests and undergrowth, 

The act of the House of Bur 
ipnoito be built at Williamsbur 
this place hath been found by constant experience 
the constitutions of this his majesty’s colon; 
natural advantages o a serene and temperate air 

A correspondent to the Royal 
account of Virginia about this period, 

-the spring is earlier than 
, but seldom lies above a 
, seldom last long. July 
noted for prodigious showers 
very sharp and 
south hazy and sultry.” 
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climate is uniform 
impaired by many causes, 
ependant on the deeply 
board, tide water, valley, and 
My observations have been principally confined to that i 
between the Chesapeake and the South West Mountains, 

the Matapony, in latitude north 38° 6’, 

Washington City. While I am forced in 
of other parts of the state, to rely on 
accurate in their conception and irrelevant in their details. 

The standard temperature of every country is regulated by that 
vel of the ocean. According to the researches of Professor 
mean temperature at the level of the sea, in our latitude, is 
and 71°, which gradually diminishes from that level, until it reaches 
point of perpetual congelation. Pure air is not heated by the sun’s rays 
which pass through it. The solar rays must be stopped by the earth, col¬ 
lected and reflected before any heat can be given to the atmosphere. In tak¬ 
ing a standard, we assume the sea, which affords a fairer criterion of 
form temperature, than the mean heat of springs and wells. Neither 
the sea retain the extreme of heat or cold which we find in the earth, 
cold wind blowing over this volume of salt water, necessarily cools its sur¬ 
face, which from its increase of specific gravity, sinks and gives place to 
an inferior warmer wave. The action of the wind in rippling the surface 
of the water, and the influence of tide and currents conspire in bringing 
the warmer water to the level of the sea to mitigate the coldness of the 
wind: this action continues till the whole water is so far cooled that it 
comes susceptible of frost. When frozen it is no longer warmed from 
inferior water, but blows on with increased rigor. A warm wind takes a 
portion of cold as it passes over the surface of the sea, and becomes reduced 
to the mean temperature of that body. The sea breeze so prevalent in Eas- 
¥ irginia is cool, as much from the standard heat of the ocean, 
of motion. It is cooler in Virginia than in the West 
and often since the opening of the country, spreads its elastic 
the foot of the South West Mountains. There is a sensible and 

difference between the temperature of Eastern and Western Virginia 
former ‘ 
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vicinity to the sea coast, becomes tempered 
its earlier vegetation shows the greater power 
the latter the winters are longer and more severe 
admire the wisdom of that providence, w 
frost, mellows and crumbles the 
the light soils of the east require no such agency 
years, irom l r/2 to 1777, Mr. Jefferson made many 
temperature at Williamsburg, and having reduced them 
month in the year, he has given us the results of the 
3 several seasons.* I have before me a series of 
by that accurate 
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scholar, the lot© David Watson, (of Louisa county,) in a similar period of 
five years, from 1823 to 1828. His residence was near the South West 
mountains, and in a country comparatively thickly covered with wood. The 
result of his observations and those of Mr. Jefferson, making a distance in 
time of 52 years, and of southern latitude in favor of Williamsburg, is here 
submitted: 


MR. JEFFERSON 9 ^ 


January, 

384° 

to 

F ebruary, 

41 

to 

March, 

48 

to 

April, 

5G 

to 

May, 

63 

to 
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July, 
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to 

August, 

81 

to 

September, 

74 

to 
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to 
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40 
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The coolest and warmest parts of the day were separately added, and 
average of the greatest cold and heat of that day was formed. From 
averages of every day in the month, a general average for the whole month 
was deduced. In following this mode of analysis, there are many slight 
features of discrepancy between the statements of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. 
Watson, which considerably impair the correctness of the comparison. Mr. 
Watson’s thermometer was suspended in a passage, far removed from the 
action of fire, in a house constructed of wood; and the calculation of his 
table is based on observations made between the hours of 10 A. M. and 3 
IP. M. Mr. Jefferson is silent as to the situa tion of his thermometer, while 

rs that he has reckoned from the hours of 8 A. M. to 4 P. M. 
hottest period of these five years, observed by Mr. Watson, 

July, 1825, when the thermometer on several days rose above 90°, and the 







was in August, 1828. The coldest period was 
January, 1827, and the warmest winter was in 1828- 
My own observations made during a period of four years, 

be calculated for an average temperature, 
from my absence from home, were necessarily 
Those Is which are recorded differ but little in their 

those of Mr. Watson; while I have noticed 
omission—the prevalence of the winds, and the “fantastic tricks 

disports. From my observation 
mean temperature of our climate at 55°; thus 

causes several degrees from 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


until late m tne ensuing summer, me spring oi 105 ^ was attenaea dj 
severe frosts, which resembled in their destructive character, those which 
had rendered the year 1816 proverbial. They committed great devastations 
in April, and on the 15th, 16th, and 17th of May, the Indian corn on our 
low lands, and the leaves of the garden and forest trees were scathed and 
blighted to a degree precluding, in many cases, all hope of restoration. 

In Virginia the transitions from heat to cold are sudden, and sometimes 
to very extreme degrees; often in the day time the mercury will stand at 
94° or 81°, and will fall in the course of a few hours to 60° and 50°. Mr. 
Jefferson informs us that the mercury has been known to descend from 92° 
to 47° in thirteen hours. I have frequently noted vicissitudes of a similar 
kind, and when the change is accompanied by a S. E. wind and rain, the 
air becomes cold, raw and disagreeable. We have few summers in which 
a fire is not often required. On the 1st of May, 1827, there was a light 
fell of snow at Gloucester Court House,* while it is not uncommon to see 
slight frosts in August. In our winter the cold weather, though severe, is 
short, and the frequent snows of the night are generally removed before the 
sunset of the ensuing day. Water in ponds is slowly congealed, and rare¬ 
ly makes ice thick enough for preservation, until it has been chilled by a 
fall of snow—again, its production is very rapid; rivers half of a mile in 
breadth, will be frozen over in the course of one night, sufficiently firm to 
bear men and horses, f In the month of January, 1827, many of those 
short yet wide salt streams, which wash the shores of Gloucester county, 
were frozen to the extent of thirty or forty feet from the land. This rigo¬ 
rous cold is rarely of much duration. Sustained, and principally created 
by north and northeastern winds, it quickly yields to the shifting of the 
wind to any other point. Some of our winters are so temperate and mild, 
that the cattle can find a support in the woods. Vegetation has been ob¬ 
served in all the winter months, and in the latter part of December diminu¬ 
tive pears, peaches and apples, fully ripened, have been gathered from the 
trees. A rose, exposed in an open garden, bloomed throughout the whole 
winter of ’28 and ’29. In this winter the peach tree bloomed in the latter 
part of January, and produced in its regular season a plentiful crop of fruit 
Many of our coldest days are succeeded by gentle and moderate evenings; 
our severest cold is about the latter part of January, generally commencing 
after a hard rain, and continuing on an average about six days, thus realis¬ 
ing the truth of that old Virginian proverb, “that as the day lengthens the 
cold strengthens; a rapid thaw, often accompanied with rain and east winds, 
then takes place, while warm days and moderate nights soon reduce its se¬ 
verity, and open the way for the premature approach of spring. “Halfe 
of March*' is no longer winter. Spring has already scattered her vivid 
mantle o’er the scene, while the whole air is redolent of life and fragrance. 
Yet even its brightness is momentary—an unexpected frost often shows that 
the frown of winter still lingers on the land, and we too frequently find a 
practical illustration of Shakspeare’s metaphor, 

“ The tyrannous breathings of the north, 

Checks all our buds from blowing.” 
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The vegetation of thi3 season affords us a criterion 

may be received in aid of the more accurate 

In the course of four years 1 have found 
rage periods oi time suststained by careful observations; 

Peach blooms from March 7 to March 14. 

blooms from March 20 to March 29. 

Cherry blooms from March 13 to March 17. 

Plum blooms from March 26 to March 31. 

blooms from March 24 to March 31. # 

About the latter part of May our summer has commenced : the air be¬ 
comes dry, warm and elastic, and the verdure of the forest assumes a more 
deepened hue of vivid greem The superabundant moisture of the earth 
acquired during the winter, is now thoroughly evaporated, and the tempera¬ 
ture of the season in dispelling lassitude, invigorates into activity. Sum¬ 
mer burns on with a bright and glowing splendor, alternately relieved by 
gentle showers and refreshing breezes. Occasional droughts of many weeks 
m duration, parch the luxuriance of the vegetation—they are succeeded by 
copious and heavy showers of rain, which quickly restore the withered 
prospect. The approach of autumn is marked by heavy fogs in the morn¬ 
ing' and evening, which are soon dispelled, leaving that calm mid serene 
temperature, which gives to this season all the beauty of tranquil repose. la 
every season there is a large and constant exhalation from the earth in the 
shape of vapor, its volume being proportioned to the heat of the day. We 
ifo not often observe this exhalation when the heat of the atmosphere differ# 

ree from that of the earth; when the temperature of the air 
m considerably lower, this vapor so soon as k has arisen is 
part of its heat, while its watery particles are more closely 

~ become visible in the shape of fog. In the autumn 

is sufficient to produce a large ascent of v 
currents of wind it easily condenses, and is thickene 

a heavy mist, which in the guise of i 
ace on the earth. Autumn of all other seasons. 

Midden and extreme vicissitudes. The approach of winter 

though we have frequent light snows, 
away until late in December. 

]fn reasoning from the researches of philosophy, we are tau 
but little reliance on the uncertain narratives of 
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consist- 
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arriving at 
many 


earth remaine 
not, as now, dally with 
uncleared lands, ponds and lakes, which con 

# have been almost obliterated or 
of snow, and more of rain, 
wind in the spring and summer, 
our local heat, and accumulated electricity. 

The winds of Virginia are singularly fickle and capricious, 

uniformity or regularity of those which blow at the 
is the south west, which assumes, alternate! 

The frequency of southwestern win 
trades, flows as a necessary consequence, from the continu- 
direction of the vast currents of air. It moves unconfined and 
unresisted over the sea, until it reaches that unbroken range of mountains, 
which towers from one extremity of our continent to the other. It strikes 
against them, and from its elasticity rebounds with great velocity, in a direc¬ 
tion opposed to the forcing powers of the trades, taking in its oblique move¬ 
ment all those features which mark our southwestern wind. 

During the spring the N. E. is the most common wind. The huge mass¬ 
es of snow and ice at the north pole, are gradually melted by the heat of 
the sun: great quantities of vapor during this time are exhaled and remain 
suspend a, augmenting both the weight and bulk of the atmosphere. That 
wonderful and mysterious agent, electricity , in dispelling the vapor and 
converting it into elastic air,f gives an impetus to that wind which issuing 
from the poles, takes a northeastern direction as it advances southerly, (its 
diurnal motion being less than that of the earth,) and falls surcharged with 
snow and rain on every portion of our country. 

Mr. Jefferson made 3698 observations on the various points from 

blew, noting their changes two or three times in each da 
of the S. W. winds, over those from other quarters is t 
stated by him: 
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the decrease of temperature after a violent rain, also proves 
evaporation carries off the heat of the earth, and 
winter after a wet summer 1 
t Through a glass tube filled with water, Dr. 
ttibe was shattered to pieces, and the water 
tried with a tube filled with ink on a sheet of white 4 
duced, lie paper being neither stained nor discolored. 
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two years, I have found our 
wind of each day being only 
local breezes, or squalls. 
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days 365 

A curious phenomenon is sometimes witnessed during a sever© wind font 
the S. W. ; a thin vapor or scud is seen moving with great velocity below 
the clouds, from the N. E., there being two currents of air of directly 
contrary courses in active motion at the same time. 

In the early part of the spring and autumn, in dry seasons, about sunset 

ail i 





it is common to meet with currents of warm air, small in their extent 
<remely rapid in their movements; they are considerably above the heat of 
human body, and are wayward and eccentric, both in their duration and 
extent Their existence has given rise to much speculation, and even the 
experienced philosophy of Mr. Jefferson has succumbed to the mystery* of 
their origin. 

Our frosts are sometimes equally severe and unexpected. No body phe* 
ed near the earth has a temperature of its own, but is entirely regulate! by 

the earth. A violent storm of rain, by absorbing much of the heat 
earth, is often followed by a destructive frost When the power 
frost reaches a certain pitch, the vapors dispersed throughout the air 

atmosphere becomes clouded, 

, and the vapors descend in rain 
never penetrate the earth more than three inches, in 
the trees and shrubs are scathed or destroyed, and tint? 
in the direction of the fibres of the tree, its roots uni- 
ninjured. Those portions of vegetation which growneaxt 
md those in low and marshy situations, receive the severest 

of the 17th May, 1834, the leaves of the oak, hicko 
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being simple dew slightly congealed. 

D w is found id Virginia in heavy masses, generally in the months of 
jllugust, Beptembef, and October; it lies in greater quantities on our flat 
if m high land®, being collected there during the absence of the sun from 
the horizon, like the relics of a drizzling rain. It appears first on the low¬ 
er purls of bodies, because in the evening the lower atmosphere is first cool¬ 
ed and most disposed to part with its vapor. 

Virginia is subject to rains of vehement and long continuance; they fall 
in the urgent quantity about the breaking of the winter, and in March and 
September. I have no data on which to reckon their depth* or their preva¬ 
lence met the fair and cloudy days of our climate. Our valley ana wes¬ 
tern regions, by the condensing power of their mountains, and our tide wa¬ 
ter sections, by the attractive force of broad rivers, have more local rains 
than the intermediate country, and do not suffer in the same proportion from 
continued droughts. If a year be remarkable for rain, it is fair to conclude 
that the ensuing winter will be severe, from the great evaporation of the 
heat of the earth, and if the rains have been violent, sterility and barren¬ 
ness will follow in the next year in proportion, as the surface mould, so vi¬ 
tal' to vegetation, has been scattered and wasted away. 

Oar Indian summer presents an ample field for the creations of fancy and 
the conceits of theory. It generally follows excessive and protracted droughts, 
and Is rsed by heavy rains. It has been traced to electric influence— 
to the burning of mountains—to the existence of numerous impalpable atoms 
of decayed vegetation, and has been assimilated to those light gray clouds 
which overhang Peru, Adhuc lis est subjudice. 

POLITICAL AND MORAL CONDITION. 

Having given a summary account of the natural condition of Virginia, 
reserving a more detailed account for the particular counties; we now pro- 
ceed t® give a similar succinct description of the situation of her people, be- 
giaim with their number and classes. 
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POPULATION. 

»f people in Virginia has been as follows, at 
, viz: in 1790,—747,610—in 1800,—8S0,2i 
10,—1,065,366—and in 1830,-1,211,375.- 
on was divided as follows, among the seven 

EASTERN DISTRICT. 

Population. Counties. 

- - - - 16,656 Amelia, - - - - 

- - - - 22,618 Amherst, - - - - 
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Counties. 
Bedford, - - ■ 

Brunswick, - 
Culpeper, 
Cumberland - 
Dinwiddie, - - 

Elizabeth City, 
Essex, - 
Fairfax, - - - 

Fauquier, 
Fluvanna, - - 

Franklin, - - 

Gloucester, • - 

Goochland, - 
Greensville, 
Halifax, - - ■ 

Hanover, - - 

Henrico, - - • 

Henry, * * - 

Isle of Wight, - 
James City, - - 

King and Quesn, 
King George, - 
King W T illiam, • 
Lancaster, - - 

Loudon, - - - 
Louisa, - - 

Lunenburg, - ■ 

Madison, - - 

Mathews, - ■ 

Buckingham, 
Campbell, - - 


Counties. 
Alleghany, 
Augusta, - 
Bath, - - 

Berkeley, 
Botetourt, 
Brooke, - 
Cabel 1, 

F rederick, 

Giles, 

Grayson, 

Greenbrier, 

Harrison, 

Hampshire, 

Hardy, 

Jeflerson, - 

Kanawha, 

Lee, - - 


OF VIRGINIA. 




PopulationJ Counties. Population . 

20,246= Caroline,.- 17,760 


15,767, Charles City, 
24,027, Charlotte, - 
11,690 Chesterfield, 

2 1 ,901 1 Meclenburg, 
5,053 Middlesex, - 
10,521 Nansemond, 
9,204'Nelson, - - 
26,086 New Kent, 


5,500 
15.252 
18,657 
20,477 
4,122 
11,784 
11,254 
6,458 

8,2211 Norfolk,. 24,806 

8,641 
7,958 
10,130 
14,637 
7,395 
26,034 


14,911! Northampton,. 

10,608 Northumberland, - - • - 

10,369 Nottoway,. 

7,117 Orange,. 

28,034‘Patrick,. 

10,253 1 Pittsylvania,. 

28,797-Powhatan. - - - • - - 8,517 


7,100, Prince Edward, - 
10,517; Prince George, - 
3,838| Prince William, - 
11,644, Prince Anne, 

6,397j Richmond, - 
9,812, Southampton, - • 
4,801 Spottsyl vania, 
21,939 i fiord, - - - 

16,151 ,Surry, 

1 l,957',Sussex, - 

9,236 
7,664 
18,351 
20,350 


• - - 14,107 

- - - 8,367 

- - - 9,330 

- - - - 9,102 

• - - 6,055 

- - 16,074 

- * - 15,134 

. . . 9,362 

- - - 7,109 

- - 12,720 

Warwick, .1,570 

Westmoreland, .8,396 

York, .5,354 


WESTERN 

Population. 
- - 2,816 

- - 19,926 

- - 4,002 

- - 10,518 

- . 16,354 

- - 7,041 

- - 5,884 


DISTRICT. 

Counties . 
Lewis, - • 
Logan, - ■ 

Monongalia, 
Mason, 
Monroe, - • 

Montgomery, 


Morgan, - - - 

25,046; Nicholas, - - - 

5,274 Ohio,. 

7,6751Page,(formerly E. Shenandoah) 8,327 

Pendleton, - - - 

Pocahontas, - - * 

Preston, - - - - 

Randolph, - - - 

j Rockbridge, - - - 

9,326 Rockingham, - - 

6,461lRus8ell, - - - - 


9,006 
14,722 
11,279 
6,798 
12,927 


Population- 
6,241 
3,680 
14,056 
6,534 
7,798 
12,306 
2,694 
3,346 
15,584 


6,271 
2,542 
5,144 
5,000 

14,244 

20,683 

6,714 


Digitized by 



1 



















































Countit i 
Scott, - - • 
Bhenandoah, 
Tazewell, - 

Tjler, - * - 



- - 5,724 

- * 11,423 

- - 5,749 

- - 4,104 



Population. 

- « 15,614 

- - 6,429 

- - 12,163 
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Eastern Virginia, 832,980; 


persons, 

Males. 




From 5 


of ag© t 
to 10 



to 5 



to 20 
to 30 


#t 30 to 40 


•• 40 to 50 
* 50 to 60 
*• 60 to 70 
M 70 to 80 
“ 80 to 90 


•• 90 to 100 
“ 100 and upwards 


65,793 

51,805“ 

43,287 

36,947 
60 s 911 
36,530 
23,381 
15,261 
8,971 
3,674 
1,108 
184 
26 





23,750 

15,447 


8,765 

3,857 

1,098 

158 

98 


Total,. 


347,887 

Of the colored 1 population, were 

Free. 


Male 

Female. 

Under 10 years of age, 

8,236 

8,002 

Pram 10 to 24, 

6,126 

7,031 

** 24 to 36, 

3,546 

4,501 

“ 36 to 55, 

2J2* 

3,379* 

“ 55 to 100, 

1,731 

2,624 

“ 100 and up ards 

27 

24 


346,383- 


Slaves. 

Male. Females 


84,000 
68,917 
43,189 
30,683 
12,155 
133 


83,270 

66,921 

40,927 

27,206* 

12,275 


Total* 22,387 24,961 

recapitulation. 

Whites. Free Colored. 

694,270 47,343 

Increase of population: 

In 1800 the white males numbered, 

Free colored, 

life 


239,077 


Slaves. 

469,757 

514,280 
20,124 
345,796 





Increase in 




per cent. 








free whites increased 

the free colored persons 27,224, or 135 per cent.; and 
or 36 per cent. For the ten years preceding the census of 
of increase of the whole population diminished considerably 
two increase of the several classes varied from the fcregoin 
the whole population, the rate was reduced 
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colored, from 1SI to iS| 
6 to 10£ per cent. It is to be observed, 
black population of the whole state has been dimm* 
with the white, the reverse is true in respect to Eas- 
peculiarly the slave region: for, while, in 1790, 
a majority of 25,000 whites 

them at every succes 
of 81,000. The facts 
which contains comparatively 

n in the last ten years, the rate oi increase 
while, on the eastern side of the mountains, the 

# 

, in the same period, did not exceed 7| per cent 
of blacks in Eastern Virginia, notw 
southern and southwestern states, may 
treatment which they generally receive fror 
hand, the evil effects of slavery, and the po 
for gradual abolition, are topics which have 
discussed, and have already arrayed the Virginians i 

The slow progress of the white population, compared 
the other states, when so many propitious causes exist for its 
advancement, has been urged as a prominent objection to slavery. Indeed, 
the march of its aggregate population has fallen far short of the predictions 
of former times. Mr. Jefferson, in his Notes, which were written in 1782* 
estimated that the then existing stock, unaided by foreign emigration, would 
be multiplied to 2,270,000 by the year 1835, exceedingly upward* of a 
million, the result of the last census. That the increase of numbers has 
been restrained by powerful checks seems reasonable; but to point out their 
true character and operation, belongs rather to the department of moral and 
political philosophy. 

This state is now divided into one hundred and eleven counties; whereof 
sixty-six are on the eastern side, and forty-five on the western side of the 
Blue Ridge mountains. Six new counties having been added since the tak¬ 
ing of the last census, and revision of the constitution ; they were erected 
by act of Assembly 1831-2, viz: —Page county, formed out of parts 
Shenandoah and Rockingham— Rappahannock, formed out of a part 
Culpeper county—Smyth, formed out of Washington and W 
from a part of Montgomery— Jackson, out of part of Mason," 

Wood—and Fayette, formed out of parts of Greenbrier, Nicholas, and Ka¬ 
nawha counties. 
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GOVERNMENT AND LAWS. 




in 1776 



14th of 
to 46. 
the state 
lowing 




first constitution of this state was 
in operation until October, 1829, 
alter and amend it, or frame a 
present constitution was a 
constitution on being submitted to 
majority of 10,492 votes, 






For. 



Against. 
11,289 
2,097 
1,086 
1,091 









■The first election of members of 
and Senate, under the amended constitution, took 

month of October, 1830, in the different countie 

iresentation: and the first General Assembly convened 
first Monday in December, 1831. 

By this constitution the legislative power is vested in 
House of Delegates, which are together styled the General 
Virginia. The House of Delegates consists of 134 members 
nually;—31 from the Trans-Alleghany district;—25 from 
trict;—42 from the Middle district;—and 36 from the Tidewater district. 
The Senate consists of 32 members;—13 from the counties west of the 

e;—and 19 from the country east of that mountain. The Sena¬ 
tors are elected for four years, and the scats of onc-fourth are vacated each 
year.—In all elections to any office or place of trust, honor, or 
the votes are given viva voce.—A reapportionment in both houses, is to 
place every ten years, commencing in 1841; until which time there is to 
no change in the number of delegates and senators from the several divi¬ 
sions; and ailer 1841 the number of delegates is never to exceed .150, or 






that of senators 36. 

Executive.— The executive power is vested in a Governor elected by 
the joint vote of the two houses of the General Assembly. He holds it 
three years, commencing the 31st of March after his election, or on such 
cither day as may be from time to time prescribed by law; and he is ineligi¬ 
ble for the three years next after the expiration of his term of office. There 
is a Council of State, consisting of three members, elected for three years by 
the joint vote of the two houses; the scat of one being vacated annually. 
The senior counsellor is Lieutenant Governor. 

The present executive officers are 


L. W. Tazewell, Governor , 

Daniel A. Wilson, Lieut. Governor , J 
Wyndiiam Robertson, > Council. 

Peter V. Daniel, ) 

Lawson Burfoot, Treasurer of State , 

James E. Heath, Auditor , 

James Brown, Jr., Second Auditor , 

William Selden, Register of the Land Office. 
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The Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, 
Courts of Law and Chancery, are elected by 
General Assembly, and hold their offices 
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The present 










Cabell, 
Wm. Brockenbrou 
Dabney Carr, 







© 
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alb 







consists 


, President , 
Judge , 
do* 
do. 
do. 


to receive, in addition to their 

The Court of Appeals holds two sessions annu 
Lewisburg , Greenbrier county, for the counties lyi 
ge, commencing on the 1st Monday in 
s, unless the business shall be sooner 
, for the counties lying east of the Blue 
times as the court may, from time to time, appoint, 
ing 160 days, unless the business shall be sooner despatched. 

General Court .—The state is divided into 10 districts, and each district 
two circuits, and a Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery is held 
every year in each county and corporation; the courts sitting until the 
business is despatched. 

There are 20 Judges, having each a salary of §1,500, and their names, 

with the number of their respective circuits, are as follows: 





nuin 





mg 





1. Richard F. Baker, 

2 . John F. May, 

3. Abel P. Upshur, 

4. William Brown, 

5. 1. T. Lomax, 

6. John Scott, 

7 . John B. Clopton, 


8. William Daniel, 

9. William Leigh, 

10. Fleming Saunders, 

11. Richard H. Field, 

12. Lucas P. Thompson, 

13. Richard E. Parker, 

14. Daniel Smith, 


15. Benjamin Estill, 

16. James E. Brown, 

17. Allen Taylor, 

18. Edward D. Duncan, 

19. Lewis Summers, 

20. Joseph L, Fry. 



cause; 


County Courts .—Justices of the Peace who constitute these Courts are 
by the Governor, upon nomination of the existing County Courts. 
Four Justices constitute a Court for the trial of civil, and five for criminal 

Their civil jurisdiction in law and equity is concurrent with 
Circuit Superior Courts of Law and Chancery in cases of trover 
others involving greater value than @50; and below that 
over $20, it is exclusive. Their criminal jurisdiction 
of the same Court in petit larceny, and all 






amount 







not exceeding the grade of misdemeanors, 
ive as to all offences. The Justices receive 
lucrative office of Sheriff is conferred upon one 
eldest Justice, and for two successive years, when 

in commission, &.c. These Courts are 
their jurisdiction, is settled by law. 
uffrage is extended to every 
ident therein, aged 21 years 
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this subject we insert here 
compliance with a resolution of 
March, 1833. 

CIVIL LIST, 

and extent of the duties of each officer 

mcnt arid their Salaries. 

Governor, salary $3333 33.—The governor is ex-officio president 
literary fund, the board of public works, the James river company, 
northwestern turnpike company, for which several services he receh 
additional compensation. 

Lieutenant Governor, $1000; two Councillors, $1000 each.—The lieu 
-governor is not now a director of either of these boards. In case 
death or resignation of the governor, he is entitled to the chief magi 
*s salary in lieu of his own. Neither the lieutenant-governor, nor 
Other members of the council, have any perquisites of office. 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, $1620 00; Assistant Clerk, $1000 00; 
Copying Clerk, $200 00. —The secretary or clerk of the executive depart¬ 
ment is also keeper of the seals and librarian, by virtue of his office. He 
is entitled to a fee of $1 67 upon each testimonial granted from the execu¬ 
tive department, and to commissions, at the discretion of the joint libra 
committee, upon sales or exchanges of books belonging to the library fun 
These perquisites, it is understood, are very inconsiderable. Neither the 
assistant nor copying clerk is entitled to any other compensation besides 
salary. 

Clerk of the Council, $500 00:—OKeeps the journal of the council, 
performs various other duties, for which he has no perquisites. 

Door-Keeper to the Council, $500 00 -—The door-keeper to 
w also keeper of the capitol keys, but is entitled to no compensation besides 

The incidental expenses of the executive depart¬ 
ment he past fiscal year, amounted to $1,193 61, 

re. 

Court of Appeals, $‘2750 00; 

2,500 each.—The president and 
to twenty cents per mile for 
courts they are required to attend. 

00; Clerk Western 
to each of the clerks of 
law, but the judges may in 
to their regular fees 
the state. The judges are 
to each of the courts held at 
compensation. The crier at Richmon 
and the tipstaff, §608 31: and 
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Circuit Superior Courts of Law and Chancery, 
one at §1,800.—The judge of the superior court 
800 annual salary. The other judges, #1,500 each; 
5 cents per mile for travelling through their circuit* 


The fees 






tlie 





Court, §500 00,- 
court are very inconsiderable. 

Attorney Superior Court Henrico, §300 00; Clerk Superior Court Hen- 

An act concerning the superior court of Henrico, passed 
i, fixes the compensation of the attorney and clerk of that 
court, and makes them, in effect, salaried officers. The clerk is moreover 

fees for services rendered the commonwealth, 
about $40 per annum. 

Attorney General, $1000 00.—The attorney general is entitled to fees 
when recovered from defendants; but owing to the diminished number of 
judgments against public debtors, his fees have not averaged more than $40 
per annum for the last two years. 

Treasurer, §2000 00. — The treasurer is ex-officio a director of the board 
of public works, the James river company, the literary fund, and the north¬ 
western turnpike company. He is moreover, by virtue of his office, a di* 
rector of the Virginia bank, and treasurer of the Cincinnati fund, which is 
in his possession. He has no perquisites of office. 

First Clerk, @900 00.—The first clerk of the treasurer has charge of the 
books in which the accounts of the commonwealth are kept, distin^ 
from those which relate to speciffic funds, the latter being confided to the 
second clerk. Both, however, perform indiscriminately the current duties 
of the office. The incidental expenses of the treasury office during the last 
fiscal year, embracing fuel, stationery, sweeper, &c. amounted to §152 38. 

Auditor of Public Accounts, $2000 00.—The auditor is ex-officio a di¬ 
rector of the James river company, the board of public works, the literary 
fund, and the northwestern turnpike company. He is also, in conjunction 
with the governor, lieutenant-governor, and second auditor, one of the com¬ 
missioners for transporting the free people of color. He has no perquisites 
nor extra compensation, except a fee of 50 cents for each redemption of die- 
linouent land The late laws on that subject have reduced these fees 

or forty dollars per annum. His 
audit all claims against the commonwealth, and to collect 
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pecu- 
statementa 

with 


@166 
warrants 
iorms 
Second 
fi»rge 


$900 00.—The first clerk represents 
such time, is entitled to extra 
per annum. He has special charge of 
are issued, assists the auditor in the revenue 
other duties. 

Clerk, $750 00; Third Clerk, §600 00. 
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performs 
examining 

and militia fines, &c, 6c c. The auditor is 
tra clerk, in his discretion, at the rate of 
the accumulated labors of the office from revolutionary 

the office in the last fiscal year, 
excluding postage, amounted to 
$1,050. 

1800 00.—'The second auditor 
of the James river company, board of public works, 
western turnnike company, and audits all the accounts 




such as 
revenue, 
an ex- 
out of 
&c. The 
stationery, 
The post- 








perintendent of the literary fund, an 
He is also ex-officio secretary to the 
commissioners for removing free people 
no extra compensation. 

Clerk, $900 00; Second Clerk, $600 00.—The first clerk 
second auditor in his absence, and when necessary, acts as 
to the literary fund, and secretary to the board of public works; keeps the 
books of the James river company and board of public works, and assists 
the second auditor in the current business. The second clerk keeps the 
kioks of the literary fund and northwestern turnpike company, and attends 
to other duties. The incidental expenses of the office, and of the several 
Ixoards connected therewith, for the past fiscal year, embracing, fuel, statione¬ 
ry, sweeper, pay of messengers, and clerks of boards, postage, printing, ani 
miscellaneous expenses, amounted to $1,172 64. 

' Register of the Land Office, $1500 00. — The register’s duties are prin¬ 
cipally defined in the general revised land law of 1st March, 1819. He 
has no perquisites, Ms fees of office being required to be paid into the trea¬ 
sury. 

If'irst Clerk of the Land Office, $900 00.—The first clerk receives and 
examines surveys, &c. and issues grants, &c. 

Second Clerk, §600.— The second clerk is engaged principally in record¬ 
ing. The incidental expenses of the land office the past fiscal year, including 
fuel, stationery, parchment for grants, and sweeper, amounted to $625 29. 
Public Printer, $2600 00.— $1,000 of the public printer’s sal 

The residue annually, after the completion of the sessions acts 
exclusive of extra printing. The amount paid 
for printing legislative documents, extra copies 
if the library, &c. &c. amounted to $1,836 6^ 
a fair annual average. 

of the Penitentiary, §2000 00; First and 

Third, Fourth, Firth, Sixth, 

-Neither the keeper nor 
The auditor is not informed 
among the assistants. The 

denominated in the act of 8th March, 1833. They 
turnkey and delivery clerk. 

clerk keeps the accounts of the institution, and 
directors. He has no perquisites. 

The directors are paid annually, at the 
for each day’s attendance; not to exceed § 150. 

Penitent!ary and Public Guard, §900 00.—Attend# the 
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nick convicts at tne penitentiary 
titled to no perquisites of office. 

General Agent or Store-Keeper to the 




ling 
turn upon 






tint general 
pages 


manufactures is allowed a commission 
of salaries to himself and c 
00.—For the various law 
Code, pages 94. 95, 96 


public guard, and is en- 

for sel- 
per cen- 








The 
is in 
annum 


00.—The allowance is 
The auditor is informed Dy 
ications for vaccine matter. No perquisites 
of the West ham Magazine, 8150 00.—It 
are now required of this officer, the magazine 
the Rolls and Clerk of the House of Delegates, 
of the house of delegates is ex-officio keeper of the 
character, that he is entitled to the stated salary 
As clerk, his allowance was fixed at 8150 per week, 


on the 












the act 

1822. Out of this w^eeklv allowance, the clerk of the 
of delegates employs an assistant in the office during the sessions of 

ature, and defrays the expense of enrolling and engrossing the acts, 
his official duties during the session, he is required after the ad¬ 
journment of the legislature, to arrange and cause to be published, with 
marginal notes and indexes, the laws of that body. His perquisites consist 
In fees for certified copies of the acts of assembly; but it is understood that 
they amount to a very inconsiderable sum. The incidental expenses of the 
office of the clerk during the last fiscal year, including fuel, stationery for 
the house of delegates, binding journals, parchment, &c. amounted to 
8333 48. —Total amount of Civil List, $74,553 33. 

Though not strictly within the terms of the resolution of the house 
of delegates, it is perhaps required by its spirit, that the allowances to 
officers of the general assembly, so far as they have been fixed by 
should be added. 

The speaker of the senate is entitled, under the act of 16th February*, 
1822, to $6 per day, mileage and ferriages. The speaker of the house of 
delegates, to $8 per day, mileage and ferriages. The clerk of the senate, 
to $75 per week. The sergeant at arms to the senate, to 
The sergeant of the house of delegates, to @28 per week, and 
rests. The clerks of each of the committees to the house of 


The door keepers to both houses, each to 
senate, to $600 for the session. The only 
house of delegates, whose allowances w T ere 
, 1822, w r ere those of propositions and g 
justice, and roads and navigation, 
occasionally appointed, and their 
annual appropriation law. 
to add, that pursuant to 

1833, the executive 
revolutionary documents, wd 
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tion for 
daring 
ment made 
James the 



om 



After 
the British 



having declared it independent 
common law of England, 
thereof prior to the fourth 

were of a general 
considered as in full force, 



ordinance ife- 

of Parlia- 
reign of King 
ocal to that 
should be 




re re-enacted by special 
which they thought applicable 
1792, declared that no statute or 
any force or authority within this commonweal 
remedial writs which might have been sued out 
The common law, the constitution and statutes of Virginia 
tion of the United States and the laws and treaties made in pursuance 

whole law of Virginia. 

RELIGION. 







the hill of rights, in 177G, declared that all men were equally 
to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of con- 
•eience^yet the first constitution contained no express provision on the sub¬ 
ject. The legislature, m 1785, passed an act for establishing religious free¬ 
dom, and subsequently repealed all laws which recognized the Protestant 
Episcopal Church as the legal establishment. The glebe lands, and other 
church property, were vested in the overseers of the poor, 'for charitable 
uses, reserving only to the living incumbents an estate for life, and exempt¬ 
ing the church buildings from confiscation. The new constitution of 1830 
fully recognises absolute religious freedom as a part of the fundamental 
law. The Episcopal church, which, after the loss of its revenues, suffered 
almost total extinction in Virginia, has revived, in the last twenty years, by 
the voluntary support of its friends, ancl is now distinguished by numerous 
and wealthy members, and by a pious and intelligent clergy. In 1834 the 
number of ministers in the State, including two bishops, was 59, churches, 
58, and 2840 communicants. In the same year, the Presbyterians num¬ 
bered 117 churches, 100 ministers, 11,413 communicants; the Methodists, 
168 ministers, communicants 34,316 whites, and 7,447 colored, total 41,763; 
the Baptists, 261 ministers, churches 450, and communicats 
whom it is conjectured that one-half arc slaves. The precise 
tween the regular Baptists and the Reformers, called the disciples 
not being" in all cases drawn, there is no coming to any 

it is supposed they do not exceed 10, 
are they so systematically arrayed as to afford any accuracy in their 
tics, either as to the number of teachers, congregations, 

are now being made for a better arrangement 

new members, for the last two or 
that it has not been possible to kee 
meeting-houses, &c. They have a 
from a few in number, to 
Catholics have 5 ministers, and 10 congregations; 
members is not ascertained. It will be perceiv 
thodists are the most numerous sects in the state 
include a considerable number of separatists 
aiies these, there are Friends, Lutherans, Dunker 
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state, in its political capacity, 
of all ecclesiastical establishment 
private contributions towards object 
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EDUCATION. 

Literary Fund. —This Fund was established by the 

the proceeds of all escheats, fines, and 
encouragement of learning. In 1816 it was encreased by the 
priation of the debt due from the United States to Virginia, on 
advances made by the State in the late war with Great Britain, 
manent capital of this fund amounted, in September, 1833, to §1,551,857 
Of this there was invested in stocks, loans and debts, - §1,551,803 



Leaving in the treasury to the credit of the fund, 

To which balance must be added the undrawn school 

quotas, amounting to - - $20,256 

First deducting the amt. invested in bank stock, of 7,150 



74 

00 


Which leaves a total balance to the credit of the fund of $13,160 

The revenue arising from this fund amounted, in 1833, to $78,340 61 
Of which there was expended - - - 62,927 18 








The prima 


Leaving a balance, to encrease the capital, of - $15,413 43 

When the Legislature appropriated the United States debt to this 
same time gave $230,000, and an annuity of $15,000 from the 
to the University of Virginia. 

Primary Schools. —The sum of $45,000 annually has been 

the revenue of the Literary Fund, to the different counties, 
their white population, for the sole purpose of instructin 
children in the elements of learning. This sum is placed under 
men! and control of School Commissioners, appointed by the Court 

ry school system has been modified from time 

is now under the control of the 

report to the Legislature, of the 
returns of the county commissioners 
offspring of indigent parents, a 
contributions may be received 

classes of pupils; and stron 
prove successful, 
the mixed population of one 
ion and rugged surface of the 

utility of even the existin 
through life in the darkness 
knowledge shed upon them 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number of schools in 100 counties and towns, as per column 1, - 2,833 

Number of poor children in ditto, as per column 2, - 32,804 

Number of poor children sent to common schools in ditto, as per 
column 3, - -- -- -- -- 16,669 

Number sent to district schools, as per statement A, - - 412 

Total number of poor children educated, - - - 17,081 

Amount expended for tuition at common schools, and nil other 
expenses, for books, compensation to officers, &c. as per col¬ 
umn 5,. 42,033 06 

Ditto, at district free schools, as per statement A, - 963 21 

Total expenditure for tuition, &c. - -$42,996 27 

Average number of days actual attendance of each poor child 

at common schools,.65 

Average amount paid for each poor child, including books and 
writing materials, clerks’ ana treasurers’ compensation, at 

common schools, ..$2 521 

Ditto, at district free schools, per statement A,. 2 33| 

Average rate paid for each day’s actual attendance at common 
schools, including books, &c. and officers’ compensation, - 3 9-10 


STATEMENT A. 

Abstract of School Commissioners' Reports , skewing the operations of the 
District Free Schools , in the Counties in which they have been establish¬ 
ed, during the year ending 30 th September , 1832: 
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The actual payments made by school commissioners to teachers, bein| 
$963 21, the actual cost of each poor child, for the portions of the yea\ 
for which such payments were made, will average $2 33j. 


COLLEGES. 

William and Mary— This institution, which is at Williamsburg 
formerly the capitol of Virginia, and next to Harvard College, the old* 
m the United States, derives its name from William and Mary, soy$ 
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anda penny 
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its an*» 








charter 
of £i,985, 

rted from Virginia and Mary 
iations f particularly 
, the Assembly of Virgin 
, and made some additional grants 
pwards of £3,000; but it was 

as recently stated by the President 
lands, and houses, amountin 
, however, a revenue in proportion 
of students or graduates, has been kept till within 
few years^ the number* therefore, of alumini we cannot 
is certainly greater than from any other college south of 
Owing to peculiar circumstances, the graduates have alw 
Nine-tenths of the students have gone through one course without 
ing for a degree.” Many of the most eminent men of Virginia 
anted here. The condition of the college, at different periods, has 
variable; but, after a period of declension, it has had, for some years past, a 
considerable degree of prosperity. It is under the legislative government 
of a board of 24 trustees who supply the vacancies in their own body. 

The college edifice is a large misshapen pile of buildings. The college 
library contains 3,500, and the students’ library, 600 volumes. 

The Rev. James Blair, D. D. was named president in the charter, but is 
said not to have entered upon the duties of the office till 1729: he died in 
1742, and was succeeded by the Rev. William Stith, who died in 1750.— 
The Rev. James Madison, D. D. (Bishop of Virginia,) was president from 
1777 to 1812. His successors have been the Rev. W. H. Wilmer, Dr. J. 
Augustine Smith, and the Rev. Dr. Adam Empie. 

Faculty in 1833.—Rev. Adam Empie, D. D., Pres. <$• Prof. Mot. Phil. 

William B. Rogers, Prof. Chemistry and Nat. Philosophy. 

Dabney Brown, Prof. Humanity. 

Thomas R. Dew, Prof History , Metaphysics , Spc. 

Robert Saunders, Jr. Prof. Mathematics. 

Beverley Tucker, Prof. Law, 

Number of students in the Senior and Junior classes in 

15; law students 12; academical 37; total 90. 
in l o: in 1830, 7; in 1831, 15; in 1832, 11. 

is on the 4th of July.— One vacation -, from 

Monday in October. 

Annual Expenses—mx a Junior student; board and lodgin 

$20; three fees for the moral, 
a fee for the metaphysical course 
For a senior student $185. 
of the college, and terminates on 

Expenses , board, washin 
5;—total, §115. 
opens on the 15th of 
uses , board, including every 

total §120 _ 

Hampden Sydney, in Prince Edward county 

Washin 









mical courses 
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tion ||5;—total 
mences 
fore 
tuition 

The grammar 
of August 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 















Randolh 

in itutions 
ties. 


in Mecklenburg co: are all flourishing 
a full account may bo seen of them in their respective coun¬ 
iterary institution of the state, the 
The legislature of Virginia at the session 
measures for establishing an institution then proposed 
College , and 24 commissioners were annoited to select 
ccordmgly selected a 
arlottesville, in the county of 

of the state. Their choice was confirmed by the 
legislature in 1819, and an act was passed incorporating the institution t>y 
the till© of the University of Virginia , which went into operation in 1825. 
It linns erected and endowed by the state; and it owes its ori 
organization chiefly to Mr. Jefferson. It has a fine collection 
consisting of four parallel ranges about 600 feet in 
apart, suited to the accommodation of 9 professors and upwar 
dents; which together with the real estate, cost §333,996 
yery valuable library of 10,000 volumes, and a philosophical apparatus* 
which together cost §36,948. The state gives annually §15,000 for the 
support of the institution. The whole annual income of the University is 
about II!18,500. The professors are paid partly by a fixed salary and part- 
fees received from the students; but the sums which they severally 
receive are widely different, varying in ordinary years from §1,600 to 

•3*500. 

The plan of this University differs materially from that of other institu¬ 
tions of the kind in the United States. The students are not divided into 
four classes, with a course of studies embracing four years; but the differ¬ 
ent branches of science and literature here taught are styled schools , and 
the student is at liberty to attend which he pleases, and graduate in each* 
when prepared. The first degree was conferred in 1828—the number 
graduates in that year was 10; in 1829, 12; 1830, 30; 1831, 20; 1832, 4 
, 118; of these 16 were graduates in ancient languages; 14 in mathe 





' r _ _ 

xnatics; 23 in natural philosophy; 9 in chemistry; 17 in moral philosophy; 
22 in medicine; and 17 in law. The title of “Master of Arts of the Uni 
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Number of 


li 


14 


II 




II 


II 


II 


II 





versity of Virginia,” was conferred on one student at the commencement 
1832, and on several in each year since. To obtain this title it is necessa¬ 
ry to gmdauU in the several schools of mathematics, ancient languages. 

phr, natural philosophy, chemistry, and by a recent enactment 
in some two of the modern languages. 

Ancient Languages, from 1825 to 7 
\ Modern 4i 

Mathematics, 

Natural Philosophy, 

Chemistry & Materia Medica 
Medicine, “ “ 

Anatomy and Surgery, 

Moral Philosophy, 

[_ law, 11 

Board, including bed, washin 

10 to July 20, §100; 
and public rooms, $15 
two, $30 each 





li 


14 


II 


II 


II 


II 
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Faculty in 
Geor 
Char 
Robert 


Modern Languages 
i, Prof. Mathematics. 

Prof. Natural 

John P. Emmet, Prof Chemistry and 

Prof. A natomy and 
medicine. 

Moral Philosophy and 
r . Law. 

Faculty , in 1834, Professor 
from the professors, bv the 
if Visitors , in 1834, Joseph C. Cabell, Rector , 

John H. Cocke, Thomas J. Randolph, W. C. Rives, and William 
nax. The Visitors are appointed by the governor and council, 
years, and choose their own rector. A more detailed account of 
tation is given in Albemarle county. 

MILITARY ORGANIZATION, ARMS, &c. 

Abstract of the annual return of the Militia of the State of 

the year 1833— viz: 

General Staff, - 

Cavalry,. 

Artillery, ---------- 

Grenadiers, Light Infantry, Riflemen, and Infantry of the line, 











Total Militia, - 
Decrease during 1833, 

Which are divided as follows: 

Divisions, - 5 

Brigades, - 22 

Regiments, - - - 154 

Troops of Cavalry, - - 110 

Companies of Artillery, - 72 


672 . 


104 
7,635 

5,301 

89,079 

102,119 


Companies of Grenadiers, - 5 

do. Light Inlantry, 74 

do. Riflemen, - 120 

do. Infantry of the line,927 





divisions the officers and men, are divided thus: 

4j Surgeons, 

21 


and Gtuar- 


Pivision Inspectors, 
Division Quarter Masters, 
Briirade Inspectors, - 

Masters, 



Majors, - 
Adjutants, 
Quarter Masters. 
Paymasters, 
Chaplains, 


1 

29 

4 

4 

22 

19 

139 

135 

135 

138 





137 
2 ! 



Surgeons Mates, 

Captains, 

Lieutenants, 

Ensigns, 

Comets, 

Sergeant Majors, 

Quarter Master Sergeants, 
Musicians, 

Buglers 










86 § 







m 



I 



Commissioned Officers, 
Non-Commissioned Officers, 
Musicians and Privates, 


3642 

2153 

91128 

4037 

98082 
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84 




Arms , ere. 

Brass four 
do. six 
Iron 








* « 




Arsenal k September 30, 1833, viz 


Lexington 



do. six 




*a 






1 


N» 


Rifles, 


= 


m 


pistols, 




Horsemans 
Cavalry 
Artillery 
Colors, 

Drums and 
Bugles, Trumpets 


m 







!, brass, 
24 pounders, iron, 

2 pounders, iron, 

6 pounders, iron, 

4 pounders, iron, 


2 

5 

5 

26 

37181 

36857 

120 


c. Remaining in ike Armory at 

September , 1833-^-ttiz; 

21 Muskets, 

Rifles, Virginia manufactory 
do. received from the 

Carbines, 

Pistols, 

Cavalry swords, <$tc. &c. 


2174 

1991 

2053 

353 

167 







t, 


6 

1 

4 

36 

129 

43 





702 
3126 







mitted 




Regulations. —An act for the better organization of the militia, 

1833.-34, revises and consolidates all the existing laws on the subject of the 

militia, with amendments, of which the following are the principal provi*- 
sionu: the officers are required to be trained by the commandments of regi¬ 
ments, instead of by the brigade inspectors ; the musters are increased, so 
that there will be one regimental muster in the spring, one battalion muster 
in the fall, and a company muster in the spring and fall, each making four 
musters in the year; volunteer companies having two extra additional mus¬ 
ters, making six in the year, but the regimental courts of enquiry have the 
power within any regiment to dispense with any of the extra musters if 
they think proper, and the power of substituting battalion musters, m the 
j, in lieu of the regimental muster, and also to prescribe the time and 
e of muster; the commandants of regiments to prescribe the lime and 
of the trainings of the officers, instead of the brigadier generals, 

All companies are to be officered with a captain, four 
ants, five sergeants, and six corporals each; volunteer companies are 

it their erwn by-laws, and the commandants thereof 
their extra musters; fines for failing to attend such extra mus 
imposed by the courts of enquiry, to be collected 
and paid to the treasurers of such companies, to be disposed 
panies as they may deem proper; all uniformed volunteer 
armed. The act exempts from militia duty, (except in time of 
rection or invasion,) all members of volunteer com 
their 


courts of enquiry, certficates from their 
service. Companies of artillery 
one dollar per day for each horse 
caissons, and the governor is 
perform the duties of light 
respective corps of the militia, 
tates’ army, unless the governor, 
volunteer companies now' uniformed, are not required 
uniform. Battalion courts of enquiry to be held in October 
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nance, 
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or November 
authorizing 
at any time 
assessment 
and soldiers 
more 
the r 










The adjutant 
The executive 
ed^and one cop 

ti 



regimental courts in November or 
of the officers of the different regiments 
transact any other business of 
remission of fines. The fines on non-commissioned 
failing to attend musters, to be not less than 
dollars for each delinquency. Musicians 
courts of enquiry, two dollars per dai 

by the sheriff within three 
the more prompt payment than 
militia. One stand of colors only 
ors and musical instruments are not 
nor unless sanctioned by the regimental court 
is allowed the brevet rank of a 
cause the act, together with the articles of war 
to be furnished to each commissioned officer., 
the jirst of January , 1835. 

LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 


the act 
convened 
than the 
officers 
cents, nor 
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This state has two lunatic asylums: one is located in eastern Virginia, at 

Williamsburg, James city county, the other in western Virginia, at Staun¬ 
ton, Augusta county. There were in the lunatic hospital at Williamsburg, 
on the first of January, 1834, 37 male and 18 female patients—total 55.— 
During the year 1833, nine died, and three were discharged. The aggre- 
te expense for the support of this institution during the past year, was 
9,250 87, according to the director’s report. In the lunatic hospital at 
Staunton, there were on the 28th day of December, 1833, 19 male, and 18 
female patients—total 37; during the same year, one died. There was ex¬ 
pended for the support of this establishment, duriug the past year, $6, 

31, according to the report of the committee. 

A considerable addition is now being made to-the building of the last 
mentioned asylum. 




PENITENTIARY. 

We believe this system has been as successful in few states, as i 
The annexed table exhibits the fact that it is only necessary 
again one in (nearly) every twenty-one; which seems to exhibit 
cessful reformation:—whilst the reports of its fiscal concerns 

burthen, it brings to the State a small annual 
reform the criminal, without expense 
in view:—our system certainly attains the latter com 

very beneficial degree, to the former: 


Virginia, 
send back 








GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


A TABLE skewing the number of convicts , received in the Penitentiary 
of Virginia , from the time it was opened in 1800, with the pardon s» 
deaths , escapes , ami discharges in each year , tm/ii 30*A 0 / Novem¬ 
ber 833, «W iie number remaining on that day . 



1806 40 5 5 1 34 118 


1807 

54 

18 

3 

— 

1808 

37 

11 

— 

— 

1809 

40 

8 

1 

• 

1810 

25 

11 

3 

— 

1811 

33 

10 

5 

— 

1812 

50 

34 

— 

— 

1813 

52 

17 

5 

— 

1814 

33 

23 

3 

— 

1815 

45 

9 

6 

— 

1816 

74 

9 

3 

— 

1817 

77 

16 

3 

—— 

1818 

60 

9 

7 

— 

1819 

80 

12 

11 

— 

1820 

93 

20 

9 

— 

1821 

81 

13 

15 

— 

1822 

103 

20 

12 

— 

1823 

83 

12 

14 

— 

1824 

62 

15 

16 

6 

1825 

34 

1 

23 

—- 

1826 

52 

6 

18 


1827 

43 

4 

17 

— 

1828 

50 

6 

17 

— 

1829 

55 

4 

21 

— 

1830 

57 

4 

15 

|MM 

1831 

49 

5 

25 


1832 

43 

13 

51 

— - . 

1833 

37 

11 

9 

— 



1786 330 330 11 993 A ^,122 86 
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These convict; 
Boot and Shoe n 
Harness making. 
Tailoring, 
Blacksmiths, 
Stricken!, 






Weavers, 
Gtuillers and sp 
Wool carders. 
Wool spinners. 


Women 


era, 


in the following occupations, 
14 Splicers, 

2 Fuller and Washer, 

8 Carpenters, - 
8 Coopers, 

3 Yard hand, pumps, dec* 
2 Runners, 

1 Nurses, 

17 Cook*, - 

5 Clerk, 

21 Invalids, - 



_ i 

Total number of men, 
ed persons) employed sewing, 


Total of all colors of both sexes, * • 122 

Number of slaves for transportation, - - - 7 

The act making solitude not more than half or less than one-eigtb of the 
term of conviction, and requiring each person io be confined in his dark 

and solitary cell for six months immediately after being received, was in 
force from the 1st of March, 1824, to the 9th of March, 1826. It was then 
provided, that three months of solitary confinement should ke suffered at 
tne commencement of each person’s term, and three months more at the 
close. This law continued in force until the 27th February, 1829; when 
it was provided that the first three months should be omitted; but the three 
months at the close of the term was continued until the 9th of March, 
1833, when solitude was reduced to one-twelfth part of the whole term, and 
not to exceed one mouth at any one time. The wall round the prison was 
not erected till 1824. 

Of the number of prisoners received into the Penitentiary from 1st Ocv 
tober, 1832 to 30th Sept. 1 833, there were for— 


Murder, 

Voluntary manslaughter, 
Unlawful stabbing, 
Stealing free negroes, 
Arson, 

Robbery, - *■ 

Stealing slaves, 


4 Horse stealing, 

5 Grand larceny, 

2 Forgery, 

1 Passing counterfeit bank 

2 Bigamy, - 

1 Felony, - 

I 

Total, 


<1 

10 

2 

3 



INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 
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of internal improvement; by a report 



fund amounted to @1>423,661 1 
fund of @966,847 80, [of which however 



at present improductivej making in all @2,415, 

1 • * 4 M M A ml * I s J * _ 



nual income 
tlie “ Board 


@144,934 



This fund is mana 



50; 
by 
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ill i i is 
which tiie an- 
di rectors styled 



Works; of which board the Governor, Treasurer, 
ex officio members. The board meets annua! 

The members receive 



on 

















cents a 

The views of Governor Tazewell upon this subject are interestin 

Corporation connected with the 
Commonwealth, is “the Board of Public Works.” 

in 1816, and endowed with all the stocks then 
Turnpike and Canal Companies, in the Bank of Virginia 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, and with all the interest the 

as a bonus or premium for the incorporation 
, or for the increase of their capital, or the renewal of their 
These funds and their proceeds, although nominally much greater, Cannot 
be justly estimated, in money, at more than about two millions of dollars, 
Which fnay now, therefore, be considered as constituting the capital stock 
of the Corporation. The receipts from this capital are equal to about 
$115,000 annually. 

“The object of this institution, was to invest its annual profits, and the pro¬ 
ceeds of such part of its capital as it might be thought judicious so to invest, 
in any work of Internal Improvement, promising when completed, to be of 
advantage to the Commonwealth, and profitable to the other proprietors of 
k. But aware of the difficulties that would attend the judicious selection of 
Such works, the .authors of the Corporation established a rule, by which it 
should be governed in every case. When any work of Internal Improve¬ 
ment was proposed, if after the requisite surveys of it had been made, and 
its cost estimated, by officers and at the expense of the Corporation, three- 
fifths of the capital deemed necessary for the completion of such a work was 
subscribed by individuals, the residue was to be taken by the Corporation, and 

it rateably with the sums advanced by the private stock-holders. 
If this scheme had been carried into full effect according to the original 
plan, it seems quite obvious, that all the funds of the Corporation would 
have been ultimately invested in the stocks of comparatively small under¬ 
completion of which the enterprize and unaided ca 
would have been perfectly adequate: while great work; 

would prevent the combination of a sufficient 
the proportion necessary to secure the co 
never have been carried into effect. Thus, 
improvements might have been made, no work of genera 

have been accomplished, and the great o 
Miration must have been defeated. The discovery of this w 
out not until more than @900,000 of the capital of 

since abandoned, or in 
or much less than the 
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Board 





operation of a sufficient number of individuals 
all others, deemed of less general utility, to the 
lie Works. Thus the subject of Internal Improvement 
into parts—in one of which the state is concerned 
other, the Board of Public Works is but a co-partner w 

division of the public interests, has been attended with 
y, and unless much discretion is used hereafter, will be 
Public Works, and seriously oppressive to the state 
Corporation not being equal to the immediate ac- 
the great objects in which the Commonwealth was con- 
and to the advancement, at the same time, 
of Public Works was interested as a co- 
the deficiency, resort was had to loans, 
the reimbursement of the principal of these loans were 
first instance, upon the stock for the benefit of 
been effected; but should this prove insufficient, the 
Public Works were made subject to these payments; an 
in deficiency still exist, the Treasury itself was made accountable for it. 

“The example of relying upon loans for the accomplishment of such 
lie works being once set, was soon followed in the case of works to be 
structed at the joint charge of the state and of individuals. I^arge sums have 
been borrowed to enable the payment of the subscription of the Corporation 
to these works also. The payment of the interest and the reimbursement 
of the principal of these loans, were charged, in like manner, upon the cor- 
porate funds, in the first instance: but should these prove insufficient, the 
Treasury itself, as before, is made chargeable with any deficiency. 

“Thus it has happened, that w hile a considerable portion of the capital of 
this Corporation has been invested in stocks absolutely unproductive, or 
very nearly so, the whole of this capital is now charged w r ith the payment 
of trie interest and reimbursement of the principal of large debts, for which 
the Treasury itself is ultimately liable. As yet, the income of the Corpo¬ 
ration is equal to the satisfaction of all its expenses, and to the payment of 
the interest charged upon it. It is believed also, that the capital is suffi¬ 
cient to discharge the principal of all these debts. But should any ad¬ 
ditional burthen be imposed upon this Corporation, at this time, it is proba- 

means would not suffice to meet all its engagements, without 

In that event, it is obvious that ere 
these engagements must fall upon the Treasury, w 
the state, new and burthensome taxes must 

result, I recommend to you most 
upon this Corporation, at present 
confidently, that all the works in w 
in progress, will be completed, 
deceived in their estimates of the 
in them will then become 

will then enable the easy 
which the Corporation is now 
will then become applicable to ot 
Improvement may again proceed with increased vigor 
if a different course is pursued, the ruin of this Cor- 
too probable consequence—grievous taxation must wi¬ 
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from which it will not recover 
the Board of Public Works has 
will continue to be, of great advanta 
its plans meet public approbation, 
unemployed capital of individuals, 
beneficial to the community, 
to contract occasionally, will effect 
producing any of the evils attendant upon a 
are confined to a limit, within w r hich the income 
ing its expenses, will certainly pay 
reimburse the principal. But if a different course 
titution, instead of being an useful fiscal agent, will 
will then become positively mischievous, acting 
Treasury and exhausting its funds, repleted often i 
heavy exactions from the people.” 

Navigation East of the Appalachian System .—The eastern 
ginia is peculiarly favored in facilities for water transportation, in 
mense and deep bay of Chesapeake and its large tributaries, the Jame 
York, the Rappahannock, and the Potomac. The earth affords no 
instance of so great a physical change in so short a distance, as that between 
the shallow sounds of North Carolina, and the deep water of the Chesa¬ 
peake; in the latter the largest ships of war have adequate depth almost la 
the very verge of the primitive rock; ships of the line ascend the main ba 
nearly to itsjiead,—the Potomac to Alexandria,—some distance into Yor 
river, —and up James river to the mouth of Nansemond; sloops draw ing 
six or seven feet water penetrate into innumerable-creeks upon both sides 
of the bay. Nature seems also to have been especially liberal to this state 
in the peculiar direction of the channels of her rivers, making her eastern 
border a common recipient of all flowing east of the Appalachian System. 
The rivers of Georgia and the Carolinas, from Alatamaha to Cape Fear 
ive (and we might say w ithout much violence to Roanoke) flow S. E. 
S. E.: but from the southern border of Virginia to the 

flow east, and the latter river south. Much has been done 
prove the navigation in eastern Virginia, but little when co 
the extent of country and the number of lines of communication invitin 










Janies River is navigable for vessels of 250 tons to Warw ick 

the port of Richmond. At that city commence! 
which by a navigable canal, the old James 
3 d in 1784, and were collecting tolls in 
Henrico County.) The Richmond canal 
the city, it was 25 feet w ide, and 
its junction with the river, in w 
180 feet. Three miles above the falls there w 
» overcoming a fall of 34 feet, 
slight improvements opened a tolerable 
Lynchburg. In 1825 the James Riv 
canal navigation complete to the head of Maiden’s Adv< 
land County, a distance of 30$ miles from 
canal is 40 feet, depth of water 3 J feet, and the 
fell Pf^rcomii wp 1404 feet This last i 
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complished 
through the 
a fall of 100 






most promptly 
States. Besides 
7 miles long, 



time ac- 
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this line, 





tage 





Kanawha Communication. 
a complete communication between the Ohio and C 
has been felt by all classes in Virginia, indeed it is 

she must sink to a very low ebb when compared with her more enterprisin 
sisters, in wealth, population, and importance. There ’ 

line of improvement $1,274,583, of w 
have been expended on the lower James River Canal, the 
provements,—$365,207 02 on the mountain canal,—$87, 

Kanawha,—and $171,982 49 on turnpike roads and bridges 
the Kanawha; but these improvements though of great 

,• _ /* * * i*i ' 1 0 .ii 

continuous communication. To efle 
Legislature in 1831-2, granted a charter of incorporation to th< 

River and Kanawha Company, with a capital of $5,000,000. This char¬ 
ter was at first liberal, but has since been most particularly and specially 
favored by the Legislature, for the purpose of inducing individual subscrip¬ 
tion; exempting the shares from taxation, making the charter perpetual, 
allowing the Banks to subscribe, and subscribing for the state an amount 
far beyond her usual proportion in improvements, &c. These advantages, 
and the unremitting exertions of some patriotic citizens, have (it is believed) 
■procured the necessary amount of subscriptions, and it is probable that the 
noble work will be commenced in the spring of 1835. No human foresight 
can see the limit of the advantages attendant on its success, or the evils of 
its failure.* 

Dismal Swamp Canal Is another important improvement, it is said to 
have been the first canal commenced in the United States, and nearly the 
finished,—it is 22J miles in length, 40 feet wide, and deep, it passes 
Deep creek to Joyce’s creek at the head of Pasquotank river, and con¬ 
nects the waters of the Chesapeake with those of Albemarle sound, it is 

Message of Governor Tazewell contains the best history of the legisla¬ 
tion upon this subject which we have seen; 

“One of the great Corporations created for purposes of Internal 
which the Commonwealth is now concerned exclusively, is “ The 

The origin of this must be sought for as far back as the } 




In that 



year, the General Assembly passed an Act, whereby they i 
under this name, with a capital of $ 100 , 000 , divided into 500 shares, oi 
purpose of clearing and extending the navigation of James River 

highest parts practicable on the main branch 
afterwards, it was declared, that the highe: 

first act, was Crow’s Ferry at the mouth o 4 
; and the capital stock of the Company w 
700 shmres. Of these shares, the state became a subscriber for 
Board of Public Works was afterwards endowed, as a part 


ral oilier acts 





creek 
increased to 
which the 
when this 



After the work for the accomplishment of which this charter was granted, had 
been completed, or very nearly so, it was thought beneficial to the state, to improve 
the navigation of James River beyond the highest point first fixed, to the mouth of 
Dunlap’s Creek -to make a convenient road from thence to the great tails ot the Ka¬ 
nawha River; and to make the last mentioned river navigable from the great falls 
thereof to the river Ohio. But as their charter imposed no such obligations upon the 
then existing Company, it was necessary to enter into a new contract with it, for 




92 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION 









was 
since 


partly in Virginia and partly in North Carolina, 
upon a circumscribed plan in 1822. Its dimensions 
larged. Every quarter of a mile, the canal is widened 
out stations. The locks newly constructed correspond 

and Delaware canal; ana 
■, without great difficulty, 
at mid-tide, and is suppli 
Drummond. The basin at Deep 
above the level of tide-water, 
connects Northwest river [which empties into Currituck 

canal, requiring a cut of 6 miles 
feet deep. 

The Appomatoz has been improved from its mouth 10 
around the falls 5 or 6 miles above Petersburg. 
Danville and Dan river canals are a series of improvements 
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been en- 
turn- 
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be so 
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the Company was appropriated to that purpose; and the General Assembly pledged 
its faith, that it would provide such 



This was accordingly done, by an act passed in February 1820. Under 
this* new act, the state undertook to pay, semi-annuallv, to the Stockholders of the 
James River Company, a dividend upon their stock of 12 per centum per annum for 
several years, and of 15 per centum per annum forever thereafter. The state un¬ 
dertook further, to carry into effect the contemplated improvements, by appropriating 
to that purpose the requisite funds; and in consideration of these things, the Company 
assigned to the Commonwealth, all their tolls and income of every kind. 

The state having thus acquired all the interest of the original stockholders i 
Company, the General Assembly abolished the former Directory of the Company, 
im Act passed in 1823, and appointing a new Directory of the same, committed the 
management of its concerns to this body. To enable the accomplishment of the ob¬ 
ject specified, sundry Acts were passed by the General Assembly, from time to time,, 
authorizing the Directory to borrow large sums of money. For the payment of the 
interest of the sums so to be borrowed, and of the annuity aforesaid, all the income oF 

purpose; 

otner revenues as might be necessary. Until 
such other sufficient funds should be provided, however, so much of the revenue of 
the Board of Public Works as might be necessary to supply the deficiency, was ex- 

pledged. 

Under this authority, the President and Directors of this Company have borrowed 
at various periods since the authority was given, and at various rates of interest, sun¬ 
dry sums of money, the aggregate of which amounts now to SI,324, 500; and the total 
amount of the annual interest thereon is computed at $76,563 50, exclusive of the 
perpetual annuity of $21,000 payable to the original stockholders of the Company, for 
the surrender of their charter. 

In 1832, the policy which seems to have guided the course of legislation upon the 
subject of the James River Company until that time, appears to have been changed. 

the policyhad directed, that the Commonwealth should 
over this great institution. To give complete effect to this 
had expended much more than a million and a half of dollars in comp 
But on the 16th of March 1832, a joint stock company was again inco: 
visionally, to effect the great purpose of connecting the tide water of Jt 
with the navigable waters of the Ohio. The capital of this company 
$5,000,000 divided into shares of $100 each. To this stock, the state sti 
filie would subscribe at once ten thousand shares, or $1,00 
transfer of the whole interest the Commonwealth held in 
James River Company; and when three-fifths, or more, 
aken by others, the state agreed, to subscribe for the residue of the 
this what it might. Time until the second Monday in December 1832, was allowed, 
for making up the subscription of the private stockholders, but before that day another 
act was passed, extending this time to the 3d Monday in December 1833, and this ex¬ 
tended time was again prolonged by another Act, passed by the last Assembly, until 
the 31st of December of the present year. The latter Act binds the Common wealth 
to subscribe for the remainder of the capital stock of the contemplated company, 
w ! en ? ver one m <>iety of it, or more, should have been taken by other subscribers. 

In this state of things, while the faith of the state is pledged to comply with the 
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upper branches of the Roanoke river, upon which in 
Carolina, the Roanoke company have expended about 
Shenandoah Canals are on the river of that name, 
lie in Rockingham county. A fall of 50 feet is ov 
iMtls with stone locks; by which this river is rendered 
miles. 

Tke Rappahannock has been improved by locks, 

’s mills, about 40 miles, 
y-—*#30,000 of the stock belonging 



and North 


Port Repub- 
six short ca- 
e nearly 200 




rn Turnpike. We extract an account 
Tazewell’s first message, sent to the Legislature Dec. 1st, 18^ 
“Another great Corporation in which the Commonwealth i 
concerned, is that styled * The President and Directors of the 
tern Turnpike Road.’ This was created by an act pased in 





ha object was, to construct a road from the town of Winchester, in 
county of Frederick, to some point on the Ohio River to be thereafter 
ed; and the Corporation was authorized to borrow, on the credit of the 
a 8um or sums of money not exceeding §125,000, for the accomplishment 
the object of its creation. During the last session of the General 






conditions proposed by itself, provided these conditions are accepted by others, I 
myself restrained from offering a single remark as to the justice or policy of the con¬ 
templated scheme. The proffered contract must be carried into effect by the Com¬ 
monwealth, be its effects what they may; provided those to whom the proffer has been 
made accept its terms, on their part, within the time limited. But should these terms 
not lie accepted within the time prescribed, I would recommend to your most serious 
consideration a careful revision of them, if a further extension of the time is hereaf¬ 
ter proposed. 

In rnny event it will be wise to provide some means now, by which the debt due by 

the lames River Company may be ultimately reimbursed ; because, whether the pro¬ 
posed arrangement be completed or not, the payment of the principal of this debt will 
remain as a charge upon the state exclusively. Although the payment of the per¬ 
petual annuity to the original stockholders in this Company, as ■well as of the annual 
interest due to the lenders of the large sums borrowed to carry on this great work, is 
well and amply provided for already, no provision has ever been made for the reim¬ 
bursement of the debt itself. It is true, that no part of this is yet payable, nor will 
become due for many years: but sound policy requires that whenever a debt is con¬ 
tracted, funds adequate to the extinction of it, at some time or other should be sea¬ 
sonably appropriated to that object. Should this be omitted, there is always hazard, 
that the debt will not only become permanent, but that its amount will constantly aug¬ 
ment; and while this tends, by its influence, to generate great inequalities in a state, 
it must in time disturb its legislation, impair its credit, and produce effects upon its 
currency which, cannot be foreseen or prevented. 

As a fiscal agent, the James River Company has been of no benefit 
income of this Corporation has not sufficed to satisfy its own expenses, 
annuity due to the original stockholders, and the interest of the sums borrowed to 
carry on its works. Owing to this cause, the ability of the Board o' ” 
has been much cramped of late, by the necessity imposed upon that 
for the deficiency, out of its funds. But the resources of the James River 
have been much influenced for several years last past, by 
usually transported to market by the works of that Company; by 
rate of its tolls; as well as by various casualities; which it is to 
■gain occur. When these causes shall cease to operate, the income 
will ’be augmented of course; and if ever its annual resources shall suffice to meet all 
its annual engagements, it must become a most valuable institution, not only to all 
those who may then be directly interested in it, but to the public and to the Treasury; 
provided this income be made liable to the reimbursement of the principal, and to 
the payment of the interest, of the debt due by the company, for which debt the Com¬ 
monwealth is ultimately bound.” 
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bly, an act wa 
dit of the Commonwealth, 
exceeding 

given to it by these severa 
$121,000 only, as yet, 
stock of this institution. For 
redemption of the principal of 
surplus tolls which may arise 
in repair, were pledged anci appropriated 
But should these funds be found inadequate, 
pulated to provide other and sufficient revenues 
until such other sufficient funds shall be 
much of the revenue of the Board of Public Works, not otherwi 

, as may be necessary to supply the deficiency, 
great progress has been made towards the completion 
not yet finished. No profits, therefore, have been derived 
hitherto acted as a drain of the income of the Board of 
Works, whose revenue is bound to provide for the payment of the interest 
capital borrowed. It is expected, however, that this improvement will 
be so far completed during the next year, that it may then be made produc¬ 
tive; and when finished, but little doubt is entertained, that the income 
rived from its tolls, will not only keep it in repair, and satisfy the interest 
the capital borrowed to construct th« work, but will suffice, in time, to re¬ 
imburse the lenders of this capital. It will then become a valuable fiscal 
agent.” 

Railroads , though but of late introduction into the United States, have 
attracted considerable attention in Virginia; one has been lately executed 
styled the Chesterfield Railroad, near Richmond. The results of this road 
are more brilliant m proportion to its extent, than those of any similar \\ 
in the Union. It is about 13 miles long, and connects the coal-mines 
Chesterfield with tide-water. The whole capital invested in it, includin 
cars for transportation, stables, horses, 6lc. was $150,000. The trade 
ready 50,000 tons per annum, and the receipts for transportation 
year 1833 were $70,000. The stock is of course at a high premium. 
The Petersburg and Roanoke Railroad was the second which went 
operation in the state, which it did in midsummer 1833; the cars runnin 

its extreme points. This road commences at Petersbur 
miles a little W. of S. to Weldon, in N. Carolina, 

Roanoke river; the line is very direct, and the 
30 feet per mile, and the curves have radii 
of the profit arising from this road is derived 

The work was began on the line in 
, aggregate cost §450,000. 

always been regarded as the proper 
Roanoke valley, and would no 
improvements connected with her D] 
g arrested most of the trade and carrie 

procured at the session 
Portsmouth and Roanoke 
on the Roanoke with the 
The construction of 
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er it reaches Petersburg,—unless there 
Richmond to Petersburg, (which is spoken 
this route would have the advantage of 
carcely believe that there wi 

as some suppose, 
road to pay something 
Railroad , connecting the flourishin 
and Ohio railroad at Harper’s 
completed. 

Fredericksburg Railroad compan 
have the funds necessary for its comp 
, and the travelling immense, 
owing list exhibits a number of projected improvemcn 
granted charters, and authorised a subscription 
of the literary fund, as soon as the individual subscripti 
other three-fifths; some of these improvements are 
but in the most of them the stock has not as yet we 
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Name of Companies. 


Thoroughfare ga 
Lexington and 



e company, 


ountain canal turnpike co. 
Winchester and Potomac railroad co. 
Huntersville and Warm spring turnpike co. 
Thornton’s gap and Warrenton turnpike co. 
Danville and Evansham turnpike co. 
Staunton and Jennings’s gap turnpike co. 
Fincastle and Blue Ridge turnpike co. 
Southfield, Charlestown and Harper’s ferry 
turnpike company, (additional sub.) 
Staunton & James river turhpike co. do. 
Rivanna and Fredericksburg turnpike co. 
Mil t horough and Carr’s creek turnpike co. 


Date of Act. 

Capital. 

Two- fifths, 

13th Feb. 1833, 

31000 

12400 

12th “ “ 

10000 

4000 

31st Jan. 11 

30000) 

120000 

20th Mar. 1832, 

16000 

6400 

1st “ 1833, 

30000 

12000 

28th Feb. “ 

50000 

20000 

7th Mar. “ 

6000 

2400 

26th Feb. *• 

8000 

3200 

•25th “ " 

loooo 

4000 

7th “ “ 

500CS0 

30000 

28th Jan. “ 

30000 

12000 

22d Dec. 1832, 

5000 

2000 


#5-10000 

$218400 


Since this article was sent to press we have received the following 

the state of the Internal Improvement Fund at a much 






the Fund for Internal Improvement , 30 th September , 






Permanent funds, (as per statement B,): 
Bank stocks and loans, and James river 
company’s stock, - 
Internal improvement companies, 


Productive. Unproductive. 


1.345,900 00 
29,150 00 298, 






r statement C,): 



companies, 


Total investments, 


185,373 03 
230,575 00 


1,890,998 03 



Cash in 



30. and to 


funds, $30,- 
funds, 





■» 



- 45,739 83 


Total amount 


$2,879,002 37 


The receipts intothe treasury from 1st Octo¬ 
ber, 1833, to 841th September, 1834, in¬ 
cluding the balance on hand the first 
mentioned date <$35,077 59) amounted to 
The disbursements during the same period 




m 


Leaving in the treasury, as above stated, 

The probable receipts during the year end¬ 
ing 30th September, 1835, including the 
present balance on hand, will amount to 
The probable charges and appropriations, 
under present engagements, will be, 

Leaving a probable deficiency of 



338,190 




125 | 

350 




Permanent Funds , 30th September , 1834 . 
the Little river turnpike company, at par, 12,550 

James rix'er turnpiko co. 

Bank of Virginia, 

Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, 

Bank of the Valley, 

North-western bank of Virginia, 

Swift run gap turnpike co. 

Upper Appomattox co. 

Certificates of James river co. 6 per cent, loans, 

Amount producing revenue , 

70 shares in the Dismal swamp canal company, at par, 

70 “ Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, 

(formerly stock of Potomac co.) 

3500* u Chesapeake an 1 Ohio canal company, 

(state subscription of 1833,) - 
Amount unproductive , 


3381 

900 

231 

83 

135 


ii 

<c 

<< 

(t 

♦4 


(t 

it 

<( 

44 

It 

tl 

it 


60,000 

794,700 

338,100 

90,000 

23,100 

4,100 

12,500 

50,000 


m 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

Of) 

00 


17,500 00 
31,111 11 
250,000 00 



298,611 II 


Total amount, 


*$1,673,661 



*Wote .—Amount reported last year, . 1,423,661 11 

Add the stated subscription to the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal company, “transferred to, and vested in” the fund 
for internal improvement, by the act of March 8th, 

1834, 2,500 shares, or------ - 250,000 00 


$1,673,661 II 
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acts of Assembly, viz: 


Disposable Funds in Stocks and Loans, 30tk September, 1834. 

Stocks acquired by the application of the income of the flmd for internal improvement, and disposable according to the 13th 

section of the act creating that fond, and by loans obtained under special acti 

61 shares in the Farmers’ bank of Virginia,.at par. 

00 « Bank of the Valley, . « 

Bank of Virginia,.- 

Bank of United States, (loaned Dismal swamp canal company,) 

James river company,.- 

Staunton and James river turnpike company, 

Lynchburg and Salem turnpike company, - 
Ashby's gap turnpike- 


100 
418 
500 
34 
900 
300 
140 

374 

800 

160 

1600 


M 

II 

1 C 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

(I 



Sht-pfirrdsiuwn nmi Smithied Turnpike company, 
Roanoke mivi^Miion company, ... 

Jackson's river turnpike company, - 
Petersburg railroad company, ... 

Loans to the Diurnal swamp canal company, at 6 per cent. 
United States 5 per cent, stock of 1621, * 


it 

Cl 

II 

it 

ci 

ic 

ic 

ii 

c< 

ii 


ii 


Loan to Richmond dock company, at 6 pi 
shares in the Bank of Virginia, (loaned 


dock 


160 

126 

50 

186 

160 

643 

300 

679 

80 

939 

1000 

400 

990 

48 


(i 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

If 

II 

u 

u 

it 

u 

it 


Lower Appomatox company, - 

Bcrryville turnpike company, 

Cartersville bridge company, - 

Dismal swmmp canal company, 

Fairfax turnpike company, - 

FalUbridge turn pike company, 

Fauquier and Alexandria turnpike company, 
Leesnurg turnpike company, - 

Manchester and PetersDurg turnpike company, 
Middle turnpike company, - 

Richmond dock company, ... 

Snicker’s gnp turnpike company, 

Swift run gap turnpike company. 

Tye river and Blue ridge turnpike company, 


Amount carried over" 


par, 

- 

. 


37,500 00 


U 

- 

. 


12,500 00 







50,000 00 

II 

m 

. 

• 

• 

16,000 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 

. - 

6,300 00 

II 

. 

. 

m 

• . 

5,000 00 

II 

m 

. 

. 

. . 

46,500 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


5,400 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


32,000 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


30,000 00 

u 

. 

. 

. 

» 

33,600 00 

II 

. 

» 

. 


8,000 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


23,900 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


62,500 00 

II 

. 

. 

. 


20,000 00 

II 

m 

. 

. 


46,000 00 

II 

m 

. 

. 


2,400 00 

. 

- 

. 

• 

- 

387,800 00 


6,100 

00 

10,000 

00 

' 41,800 

00 

50,000 

00 

6,800 

00 

90,000 

00 

30,000 

00 

14,000 

00 

18,575 

00 

80,000 

00 

8,000 

00 

160,000 

00 

65,500 

00 

5,173 

03 

515,948 03 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 



69 

900 

280 

3800 

m 

600 

280 

240 

4800 


Amount brought ©Ve?, • 

Monongalia navigation company,.« 

Slate river company,.« 

Leesburg and Snicker’s gap turnpike company, • - “ 

Lexington and Covington turnpike company, - “ 

Portsmouth and Roanoke railroad company, - “ 

Rappahannock company, “ 

Rivanna navigation company, .» 

Smithfield, Charlestown and Harper’s ferry turnpike company, “ 
Warm springs and Harrisonburg turnpike company, -* « 

Wellsburg and Washington turnpike company, - « 

Winchester and Potomac railroad company, - “ 

Amount unproductive, 

Total amount of di 


still due, $4,692 

7,500 



1,620 00, 
95,000 60/ 

3,000 00, 
3,926 37/' 
1,750 00/ 
4,500 00/ 

471 56, 
70,000 00/ 


387,000 

8,180 

2,208 

12,500 

12,680 

95,000 

23,000 

26,073 

12,250 

7,500 

6,661 

50,000 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

63 



,948 03 




O 

Q 

u 



,601 43 


RECAPITULATION 


« 


In James river company shares, 


Ditto, (loaned out,) 


United States stock, 
Loans of money, 


57,900 00 
87,500 00 


Subscriptions to improvement companies, 




As above, 


78,000 00 


235,373 

924,228 


$1,159,601 43 


Note.—Variations since 36€A September, 1833, viz: 

Amount as then reported,. 

Add instalments on subscriptions pild ctarimg the year, 

9 

\ As above, 


966,847 80 


$1,159,601 
















MANUFACTURES. 
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Few countries possess greater advantages 
manufacturing; she has labour sufficiently cheap and 
tible supplies of fuel, and almost unlimited water- 
mncl farming continue the favourite pursuits; her citizens seemin 

in enterprizes new and 
rendered competent by their 
however extremely valuable flour mills, 

at Richmond, of which a more 
we speak of that city. In speaking of 
the state, we shall give an account of her 
woollen cloths, glass, iron, nails, porter, <Scc. which 

The salt works on the Kanawha produce 
bushels of salt, and the amount is only limited 
on Holston produce from 150,000 to 200,000; and 
smaller scale which will be noticed in their proper pi 

AGRICULTURE. 

There is great diversity in the agriculture of the state, but it is for the 
most part badly conducted. The old practice of cultivating land every 
year until exhausted, and then leaving it to recover from its own resources, 
still continues in many places. In others the three shift system prevails;— 
that is first a crop of Indian corn, second, wheat, rye or oats, and third—the 
year of rest as it is erroneously called, but in which in fact the stock are 
permitted to glean a scanty subsistence from the spontaneous vegetation;— 
after which it is again subjected to the scourging process of cultivation, 
while little attention is paid to the application of manures or the artificial 
grasses. This destructive system for the most part prevails from the sell 
hoard to the head of tide-water, and on the south side of James River to 
Blue Ridge. On the north side of that river, especially towards the f 
mac, cultivation is much better; a regular system of rotation in crops is at- 

to: grass seeds, generally red clover, (trifolium pratense) are sown 
on me small grain; animal and vegetable manures are saved with care 
judiciously applied, gypsum is used to great extent and with very 
effect. In the valley district, also a good system of cultivation is pur: 
and irrigated meadows are common, and very productive. On both 

maize or Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, 
grain crops. Tobacco is the principal staple 
in the Valley is cultivated only in 
beyond the Alleghany. The grasses common 
clover (trifolium pratense,) orchard grai 
eum pratensa,) and herds grass, ( 
r are cultivated on dry, the latter on 

counties, cotton is planted to considerable extent 










eastern and 
the shores of 




apeake barley and the castor 
on some of the best 








ricinus com* 
-water hemp 


is raised 

The Trans-A 
mote from 
is raised 
and stock- 




sufficient 



country, being exceedin 

devoted to raising live-stock. 

the country itself, 

it; but in summer 



re- 






o more gram 
travellers 
of the 






on fine 



or deaden- 
gene- 


mineral waters, afford a very considerable market, consuming an immense 
quantity of provisions. The climate and soil are very favourable to grass, 
and afiord excellent pastures. The greensward and white clover, (trifolium 

spontaneously wherever the timber 
ground are very luxuriant. The 
tures of clover and timothy mixed. 

with precision of the profits 
instances it yields a bare subsistence 
of two or three per cent; but w 
and judicious husbandry practised, 





giiiia, in 
otliers a neat 
■ood 




crops, there is no doubt that with slave 
per cent may be annually realized from ca 
however, great attention and activity are 

lands in the Valley, in consequence 
, are more equally divided among the whites; the 
more at home, instead of moving to the west—and 
generally better cultivated: these circumstances cause land to se 
higher in that section, and the country to be more prosperous, althoug] 
running streams are less frequent and communication with market more 
difficult and expensive. 

In 1831 according to official returns 4459 hogshead of tobacco were de¬ 
livered from the several warehouses in the state for exportation or manufac¬ 
ture, and during" the year ending in June 1832, upwards of 544,000 barrels 
of flour passed the various inspections. The quantity of 'flour inspected 
however constitutes but a very uncertain index of the amount produced. 
Virginia flour, especially the Richmond brands, stand very high in foreign 
markets, and in South America particularly, bear a price far above all other 
flour. Most of the vegetable productions found in tine southern and middle 
states are common also to Virginia. West of the Alleghany the sugar 
maple grows in abundance. There are some excellent native grapes, the 
culture of which it is presumed will claim greater attention, since the win¬ 
ters have been found too severe for the foreign vine. The subject of ju¬ 
dicious and scientific agriculture is receiving more attention every day. 
The good work is promoted by agricultural societies, and Mr. Edmund Ruf¬ 
fin's valuable production, the Farmer’s Register, decidedly the best work 

' ect, published in America. 

COMMERCE. 

imports into the state of Virginia, between 
30th 1831, was §488,522, and the domestic 
,149,980,—foreign produce exported 
immense difference between the 
from sister states, the precise 
ascertain, but there is always a balance 

amount of tonnage empl 
2933, foreign entered, 

719, “ departed, 1 
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FISCAL CONCERNS. 









Treasurer’s Report, 
termination of %m last 

and Disbursements on account of 
, ending with the 302A Septembtr, 
credit of the Commonwealth at the commence, uni 

RECEIPT S. 

on hand 1st day of October, 1833, as per last annual 

. $185221 

To amounts received in fiscal year, ending with 30th Septem¬ 
ber, 1834, on the following accounts, viz; 

Arrears of taxes, 

Clerks of county and corporation courts, 

Clerks of superior- courts, 

Clerks of appeals, 

Inspectors of tobacco, 

Miscellaneous receipts, 

Militia fines, 

Notarial seals, 

Privy seals, 

Penitentiary agent, 

:er of the land office, 

Revenue taxes of 1833, - 

Revenue taxes of 1834, 

Redemption of land, 

Unappropriated land, 

Washington monument fund, 



m 

2229 

6777 

07 

80 

- 

7248 

9CI 

- 

199 

50 

- 

4573 

32 

- 

7542 

68 

- 

8867 

59 

• 

3086 

69 

- 

53 

20 

- 

7000 

CM) 

- 

5111 

15 

- 

318272 

74 

- 

23630 

64 

- 

5496 

94 

- 

2135 

19 

- 

1109 

42 


To amount received in fiscal year, ending the 30th Sept. 1834, 









By amounts 
on the 
Arsenals, 



year, 



183 






equipments, 

Expenses representation, 

General appropriation, 

General account revenue, 

Genera! 

Guards in the country, 

Interest on public debt, 

Interest on Chesapeake and Ohio canal stock, 
Jerman Baker, 

Lunatic hospitals, 

Militia fines, 

Military contingent, 

Manufactory of arms, 

Officers of government, 

Officers of militia. 

Officers of penitentiary, - 
Penitentiary criminal charges, 

Penitentiary House expenses, 

Penitentiary building, 

Pensioners, 

Public guard, 

Public warehouses, 

Public roads, 

Revolutionary half pay claims, 

Repairs of governors house, 

Repairs of the arraony, • 

Sinking fund, 

Slaves executed, - 
Slaves 

* 

monument fund, 





5951 
32240 
13828 
22625 ' 
47 
1084 



24417 

28031 

90140 

1821 

2372 

12588 

1 

34500 

10641 

1668 

1280 

78815 

3707 

7826 

4754 

3010 

8319 

2308 

19224 

2842 

2000 

12167 

937 

1515 

132 

3222 

11190 

1000 

4121 






35 

91 
80 
00 
67 
76 
00 
24 
40 
32 
27 
96 
43 
42 

92 
72 
00 
00 
06 
01 
90 
00 
00 



07 




in fiscal year, ending 30th Sept., 1834 
1st October, 1834, 



8588556 


Balances at 





each quarter, 1st, §394876 



16219 32. 
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REVENUE 




The following 
amount of 







Allej 
Amelia, 



Berkeley, 

Botetourt, 




t 



Cabell, 

Campbell, - 
Caroline, - 
Charles City, 
Charlotte, - 
Chester field, 
Culpeper, - 
Cumberland, 
Dinwiddie, 

Elizabeth City, 
Essex, 

Fairfax, 
Fauquier, - 
Fayette, 

Floyd, 
Fluvanna, - 



Grayson, 

Greenbrier, 



Halifax, 

Hampshire, 

Hanover, 

Hardy, 

Hamson, 

Henrico, 

Henry, 




85 

19 


56 


10 




ro the last 
on Lots ? Lands, 

Met chants, Pedlars, Keepers of 
and Exhibitors of mows, ipc. f or 

Totals,] Isle of Wight, 
§3170 68 Jackson, 

6908 331 James City, 

Jefferson, 
Kanawha, * 
King George, 
King William, 
King and Queen, 
Lancaster, - 
Lee, 

Lewis, 

Logan, 

Loudoun, - 
Louisa, 
Lunenburg, 
Madison, 

Mason, 

Matthews, - 
Mecklenburg, 
Middlesex, - 
Monongalia, 
Monroe, 
Montgomery, 
Morgan, 
Nansemond, 
Nelson, 

New Kent, - 
Nicholas, - 
Norfolk County, - 
Norfolk Borough, 
Northampton, 
9119 67) Northumoerland, 
553 23 Nottoway, 

2172 50t Ohio, 

3407 87; Orange, 

'Page, 

Patrick, 
Pendleton, 
Pittsylvania, 


488 24 
2889 24 
3116 
6717 

848 07 
4613 99 
3267 48 
3760 37 
1287 74 
3751 
5132 87 
635 66 
6697 
4533 33 
1413 74 
4361 
5252 08 
3330 94 
2985 88 
7042 78 
866 58 
2423 37 
2996 
7344 
215 94 
326 31 
2132 60 
2194 36 


41 


18 

28 


exhibits the 
Carriages 9 
Houses 


m 

m 


I 


468 97 
1671 97 
1983 27 
6178 43 
1 






m 



92 

40 

49 

27 

68 

96 



! Powhatan, 
Preston, 


m 


m 









m 











2064 





1090 
5 265 
373 
2792 
492 
1907 
8814 
1941 









Prince 
Randolph, - 
Rapp&han nock 
Richmond, - 
Rockbridge, 






3195 27 

4928 04 


669 51 
524 63 
3534 16 
3096 28 
4103 58 
2025 81 



Westmo reland, - 
Williamsburg, 

Ww ood, ~ » 

Wythe, 

York, 


•1257 49 
271! 55 
989 04 
727 55 


350 

2286 

156(1 




74 

I Cl 
26 
16 

II 




Total amount of taxee included in above table, 
Tax on licenses to merchants, brokers, jewellers 


and auctioneers, - 

68346 66 

Ditto 

to pedlars, - 

6455 42 

Ditto 

to ordinary keepers, 

16636 41 

Ditto 

to houses of private entertainment. 

3305 20 

Ditto 

to venders of lqttery tickets, - 

4129 69 

Ditto 

lo shows, - 

2310 00 



101283 38 


392864 05 

Deduct as the estimated amount of insolvents, overcharges, 
unascertained lands, and lands purchased, for the com¬ 
monwealth, • - 3000 00 


Deduct sheriffs’ commissions of 5 per cent. 
Ditto ditto of 2 J per cent, for 

prompt payment, - 


389864 05 

19493 20 
6871 09 

___ 26364 29 


Add estimated nett amount from the county of Tyler, 


363499 76 



$364079 



BANKS. 






Bank of the Valley including its Officers 
Deposits , on the 2 d day of December , 1833. 



• 133,257 33 
127,398 94 
222,823 50 


1,229,233 75 


» 


’f 




•1 




88 

91 





Capital stock, 

Notes in circulation 
Due to 
Discount, 
Contingent fund, 

money, 







000 00 
185 00 
12,068 27 
31,461 52 
34,738 17 
150,743 35 

•1,794,196 31 







OF VIRGINIA 



Slate of the North-westera Bank of Virginia, at Wheeling, November 

28 th, 1833. 


Capital stock Branch at Wellsburg, 
Bilb diaconiud. j " j 

Real Estate, 

Due by Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Due by other banks. 

Due by expense account. 

Specie on hand. 

Office! notes. 

Notes of other banks, 

Bank notes stolen, 

Bank notes recovered. 


68,456 00 
35,882 00* 


32,574 00 

Specie stolen, ----- 840 00 


Capital stock, - 

Bills in circulation, - 

Profit and loss, - 

Discount received and premiums, 

Due to Union Bank of Maryland, loan, 
Due to S. Jacob, cashier at Wellsburg, 
•Due to other banks, 

Deposites, - 


State of the North-iocs tern Bank of Virginia , Wellsburg 

vember 30<A, 1833. 

Bills discounted, (no bad or doubtful debts) 

Due by other banks,. 

Due by John List, Cashier,. 

Due by expense account, ------ 

Specie on hand.. 

Notes of other banks, . 


Capital stock, 

Bills in circulation, 

Profit and loss. 

Discounts received and premiums, 
Due to other banks, 

Due to depositors, 


$50,000 

00 

366,306 

74 

2,820 

00 

770 

00 

- 18,782 

06 

539 

25 

36,674 

00 

- 1,530 

00 

89,268 

00 

33,414 

00 

$600,104 

05 

624,500 

00 

179,450 

00 

9,040 

14 

8,886 

65 

20,000 

00 

377 

14 

50,900 

39 

66,949 

73 

600,104 

05 

Branch, No - 

94,231 

29 

12,539 

84 

287 

72 

220 

68 

19,877 

52 

30,628 

00 

$157,785 

05 

50,000 

00 

86,920 

00 

1,372 

38 

2,183 

33 

5,429 

23 

11,880 

ii 


*157,785 07 


14 


Digitized by 


Google 













Bank of Virginia, 

January: 1st, 1834. 




•Debt 
Richmond 
Norfolk, 




Fredericksburg, 

Lynchburg, 

Eianyille, 

Charleston, 


2,498,175 44l 

726,273 81 

1,037,956 94 
648,335 12 
681,046 79 
340,529 22 
268,085 13 


Stock of James 
Company 6 per ) 



9 

9 


Richmond 



Petersburg, 



m 


m 


Duinville, 



§6,200,402 45 

179,076 !6l 
16,943 83 

86,750 15 
45,363 60 
16,366 84 
55,561 85 
35,868 40 


cent stock, 

Real estate: 
Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 
Lynchburg, 





t 




114,465 
64,783 
78,658 

29,155 

25,843 


89 

63 

52 






m 


Notes of other banks 
Richmond, 

Norfolk, 

'Petersburg, 
Freicrlc1til>uf: 

Lynchburg, 

Etiville, 

Charleston, 


•435,925 83 




3,615 
34,541 
,323 
,745 




312.907 


Total, $7,466,425 



Capital stock: 
Notes i 






Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 



Lynchburg, 


m 


m 



m 


821,000 

186,140 

585,065 

375,36$ 

485.240 

810.W5 

256,890 


00 

00 

00 

ill 

00 

00 

00 






00 



§130,754 54 
19,336 46 

from other ^ 

90,029 06 


§109,305 52 

Foreign bills of exchange : 

Richmond, - 145,766 52 

Petersburg, - 29,716 34 

Fredericksburg, - 1,587 23 



Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 

Lynchburg, 

Danville, 



00 

78 

24 

&T 




$177,070 09 


§214,444 
Balance the treasurer U. States: 
Richmond - 15,759 94 

Norfolk, - 9,000 00 

Petersburg, - 25,669 26 

Fredericksburg, - - 20 92 

Lynchburg, - - 83 21 

§50,553 30 


st Richmond 
•I Petersburg, 


is included domestic or inland bills of exchange, 


ffl8,270 
383; 556 




The amount at other bauks does not appear as the returns 
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D«?p te 
Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg 



m 









153,492 

56,447 


96 

33 

57 

78 





27,129 22 
174 6d 


,687 88 



7, 




68 


At Richmond, 
“ Norfolk, 

** Petersburg, 


ip 


Capital Stock. Nett profits for ike year, 



,000,000 

440,000 

450,000 

300,000 

300,000 

150,000 

100,000 


> 2 , 740,000 


171,715 49 * 
16,728 81 
42,750 29 
28,640 00 
32,047 87 
15,687 17 
11,349 92 




10 

11 





54 } 

68 } 

46 

35 



100 


318,919 55 making an ag ate of 11 64. 


State of the Farmer£ Bank of Virginia and its several B ranches, 1st 

January, 1834, 


Debt outstanding: 
Richmond, 

Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 



1,572,546 20 
692,482 78 
642,170 54 
562,310 61 
576,851 93 
378,614 26 
56,360 00 

$4,471,336 32 


Specie: 
Richmond, 

Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 

Fredericksburg, 

Lynchburg, 

Winchester, 

Iknville, 


204,831 
28,397 
40,139 
41,779 
36,917 
22,486 
717 



61 




00 

40 

70 


8375,268 


* Including $35,518 88 profit on bank stock sold— 

Whole amount of bad ana'doubtful debts reported last year, 
Whole amount of surplus fund, after payment of the last divic 

Total of bad and doubtful debts to be provided for 
From which may be deducted whatever may be collected fron 
and any gain by the destruction of notes in circulation, which 
iered as equal to the balance of bad and doubtful debts. 

Debts contracted and unpaid between the 1st January, 1833, a 

▼is. 



384,400 00 

323,391 35 
___ 

doubtful debts, 
be fairly const* 






Norfolk 


m 



m 


Fredericksburg 

Lynchburg. 

Danville, 

Charleston, 






m 


m 


m 


All of 



Making 

good. 



of 


875,311 04 

HiS,973 i© 

413,378 €8 
189,183 78 

477,680 t m 

336,351 00 
119,610 19 

$2,629^083 63 






GENERAL DESCRIPTION 



Foreign Notes: 
Richmond 
Norfolk, 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 
Lynchburg, 
Winchester, 
Danville, 


Bank stock: 
Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, 


Real Estate: 
Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, 
Lynchburg, 
Winchester, 


50,636 16 
37,204 52 
4,663 66 
4,365 00 
9,205 00 
22,239 97 
615 00 


$128,929 31 

23,715 50 
10,876 00 


$34,591 50 

91,918 09 
38,488 67 
35,791, 48 
17,42li 65 
22,993 58 
24,490 L8 


$231,043 65 


$5,241,169 69 
2,000,000 00 


Stock: 

Notes in circulation: 

Richmond, - 552,688 00 

Norfolk, - 155,600 00 

Petersburg, - 376,635 00 


[Fredericksburg, - 257,325 00* 

Lynchburg, - 397,640 00 

[winchester, * 147,720 00 


$1,887,608 00 

Due to other banks: 

Richmond, 126,958 76 
Norfolk, 29,455 94 


66,998 96 Petersburg,. 

Fred’ksburg, 33,387 80 


} 5,116 05 Lynchburg, 
i Winchester, 

1,124 65 Danville, 

11,625 3f 

73,239 66 

201,427 8r 
73,239 66 

Deposite money; 

Richmond, 

Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 
Fredericksburg, - 

Lynchburg, 

Winchester, 

Danville, 

128,188 lfr 

811,080 29* 
91,161 48 

137,383 33 
75,746 22. 
91,704 47 
18,036 14 
261 66» 

1,225,373 54 

Total $5,241,169 69 


Statement of bad and doubtful debts due the Farmer s’ Bank of Virginia , 

on the 1st January , 1834, and also the contingent fund: 


Bad debt last year, 

Doubtful, 

... 

178,833 45 
155,231 26 

Contingent fund, 

Profit in stock, 

105,015 14 
53,038 50- 

$334,064 71 

—158,053 64 

Deficiency, - 

- 

176,011 07 

Bad debt as above. 

Extinguished during the year, 

“ 

178,833 45 
46,507 53 

Doubtful as above, 

* 

132,325 93 
155,231 26 
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Contingent fund, including 
Profit on 502 shares of stock. 


bad and doubtful debt provided for, 




159,488 
15,608 



556 18 


0—175,096 89 


30 





which 
doubtful, 



be deducted whatever may be 
any gain by loss of notes in ci 


Amount of debts contracted at the Farmers’ Bank 
Branches, during the year 1833, and which remained 







Richmond, 

Fredericksburg, 




O* 



k, 

Winchester, 


965 , 
496 , 
357,122 
176,163 
96,047 



23 

2ft 

62* 

00 


112,090,900 24 


State of the Farmer s T Bank of Virginia , including the branches 

January , 1834. 



Debts outstanding. 
Specie, 

Foreign Notes, - 
Blank Stock, 

Real Estate, 


4,471,336 32 
375,268 91 
128,929 31 
34,591 50 
231,043 65 

$5,241,169 69 


Profits of Richmond, 13 58 per cent. 
Norfolk, 3 18 

Petersburg, 11 08 
Fredericksburg, 12 41 

6 71 
3 97 
1 07 
, 159,488 39 



44 


44 


44 


4< 


II 


II 


Stock, 

Notes in circulation, 
Due to other banks, 
Deposite money, 



2,000,000 
1,817,608 00 
128,188 15 
1,225,373 54 


•5,241,169 69 


In this estimate, the profits on bun'll 
stock purchased some yeara ago, and 
sold in 1833, are not included, not 
belonging to the usual business esti¬ 
mated — but being actually received,, 
add that to the current profits, and the 
profits of Richmond, are 21 
41 Norfolk, 





REMARKS 



pursued in the description of counties* 


We have now completed our “ General Description of Virginia 

the first part a view of Natural Virginia, 








Laws, Anns 



Boundaries, Extent, Face of the Country, Mineralogy ami Geol 

Natural Curiosities, Mountains, Bays, 
second, her Moral and Political Condition : 

Population, Religion, Government 
Organization, Provisions for the Insane, Penitentiary, Inter- 
Improvement, Manufactures, Agriculture, Commerce, and Fiscal Con-* 
We now proceed to give a more detailed account of the same sub¬ 
ject, taking the State, County, by County, in alphabetical order, and giving 
the origin of the county, an accurate and generally minute account of its 

and a detail of the number, occupation, Ac. of its Citizens, 
and of each Town and Village. In order to present a more condensed and 
connected view, than would have been possible by taking the counties of the 
whole Stale at once into consideration, in the confused order which an al- 
ical arrangement would present; and as that arrangement was abso- 
ly necessary for covenience of reference, we have divided the Slate into 
Eastern and Western Virginia, at the Blue Ridge, and made an alphabeti¬ 
cal arrangement of the counties of each portion separately. The Towns , 
WUlages , Post Offices, Spc. are arranged in Alphabetical order in the coun¬ 
ties to which they respectively belong; the County Town, and other places 
of more than usual importance, being distinguished by * larger type. An 
Alphabetical Index of all the places mentioned, and general subjects treated 
oC is at the end of the volume. 

Unde? the head of Eastern Virginia, we will consider all of the 
counties east of the Blue Ridge. 



EASTERN VIRGINIA 


ACCOMAC. 




This county was created by act of Assembly in 1672, 
of part of Northampton Co. It is the northernmost of 
which compose the “ Eastern Shore of Virginia,” and extends 
Atlantic to the Chesapeake. It is bounded E, by the Atlantic, 
Northampton Co. W. by Chesapeake bay, N. W. by Pocomoke bay, anil 
N. by Worcester Co. Md. It extends from 37° 28* to 38° 2' N. laC. 
and from 1° 24* to 1 ° 46* E. long, from Washington. Its greatest length 
is from S. S. W. to N, N. E< 48 m’s.its mean width about 10 m’s., its area 
SCI. miles. Much of its surface is composed of sand-banks and islands 
Upon the coast, its real arable superficies is only about 400 sq. miles, much 
of which is fertile, and the surface level. It produces well, wheat, com, 
cotton, oats. Ax. and peas, beans, potatoes, and other table vegetables in 
great abundance. Population in 1820, 15,966, in 1830, 19,656, of the latter 
4,495 were white males, 4,969 whito females, and the rest people of colour. 
This county belongs to the third judicial circuit and second district: — Taxes 
in 1852-3, *§3,081 22; in 1833-4, on lots $52 34— land, $1,858 87;—on 
2385 slaves, §594 25,—2522 horses, $151 32— 9 studs, $131 00—16 
coaches, $33—31 carryalls, §36 70 —461 gigs, §311 20 —total §3170 68, 


Amount expended in educating poor children, in 1832, $592 22—in I833 # 
$692 92. 


TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST-OFFICES, &c. 


ACCOMAC C. H. or Drummonds - 
Town, is 
and 







in 



house of wors 






tailors, 3 
clock maker 
boot and 
mills in the 
County 



214 m’s. E. of R. 
W. m lat. 47°. 54, 
Court House and 
contains a Methodist 

39 dwelling 
one common school 
4 attorneys, 2 phy- 

1 tanne- 

s 

makers, 3 

makers, 1 watch and 
1 carriage maker, 2 
factories; and 3 grist 
Population 240. 

the last 



Monday of every 





in March , June , August 
her. Judos Upshue 
cuit Superior 
eery on 12 th of May , 
lober. 

Bell Haven, P. 
ofW. and 194 from 
S, E. part of the 
Drummond 1 s 
of Annapolis. 

Horntow 
of W. and 249 from 

stream, 

drawing from 6 to 
cend within a mile 

the 



fiforem* 
his Cir^ 
Chan- 




navig 










S. E. 
on a 
vessels 
water, as- 
town, and on 
from Drum- 





f norut $ Town to Snow Mill, zo ms. 
N. N. E. from the former and 16 N. 
W. of the latter. It contains 15 
dwelling houses, 1 Methodist house 
of worship, 1 common school, 2 
taverns, and 4 mercantile stores, 1 
house carpenter, 1 hatter, 1 wheel¬ 
wright, 1 tan yard, 2 shoe and boot 
manufactories, and 1 milliner and 
HULfitUamaker. Population 150. 

Modest Town, P. V. 192 m s. 
from W. and 248 from R. situated 10 
miles east of Drummondstoum, 2 
from navigable tide-water, and 3 from 
the Atlantic Ocean. It contains 6 
dwelling houses, 1 Baptist, and 1 Me¬ 
thodist house of worship, 1 Sabbath 
school, 2 mercantile stores, 1 tanyard, 
1 boot and shoemaker, 1 smith shop. 
^Population 43 persons; of whom 1 is 
"ii physician. This place abounds 
witn fish, oysters and clams. The 
toil in the neighbourhood is fertile, and 
jproduces well corn, wheat, rye, oats, 




bles in 





other vegeta- 


). 210 m’s. 
S. E. of W. and 209 from R. situated 
on the Chesapeake shore, 8 m’s. S. W. 

Pungot*ague, P. O. 248 m’s from 
W. and 202 from R. situated 1 f miles 
from the head of Pungoteague creek, 

The country around produces in abun¬ 
dance, wheat, corn, oats, cotton, pota¬ 
toes, Alc. The trade from the creek 
of this name employs five regular 
coasting vessels. The population of 
the village is 100, it contains 1 physi¬ 
cian. There are 20 dwelling houses, 
1 Methodist and 1 Episcopalian house 
of worship, a common school, a ta¬ 
vern, a gri3t mill, a mercantile store, 
tanyard, tailor, boot and shoemaker, 
and a smith shop. Warrant trying© 
are held here on the 3d Monday in 
every month. 


cian. 


an 


ALBEMARLE, 

'This county was created by the Legislature in 1744, from n part of 
Goochland County. It is bounded N. W. by the Blue Ridge, w hich sep¬ 
arates it from Augusta and Rockingham, N. E. by the southern part of 
Orange, E. by Louisa and Fluvanna, S. by James River which separates it 
from Buckingham, and S. W. by Nelson. Its length from S. W. to N. 
E. is 35 miles, its mean width 20, and area 700 sq. m’s. The parallel of N. 

flat. 38".passes very nearly through the centre of the county, which is 

likewise the case with long. 1° 30' W. of Washington. The northern part of 

Jl • ______ A # 1 * 11 .1 * 18. . • . . U 1*1 


tins county is drained by the Rivanna and its constituent 
uniting below Charlottesville, pass through the South 1? 
and enter Fluvanna some miles below. The southern 
county is drained by the waters of the Hardware, which rise 
the one in North Garden, and the other in South Garden, w 
ill© foot of the S. W. Mountain flow between the portions 
the local name of Carter’s and Green-Mountain, and passes 
tmnna, before its junction with James River. 

There is little of the soil of Albemarle absolutely ’tar] 
mountain valleys, and river or creek bottoms it is exceeding 
file undulating hills which intervene are susceptible of al 
improvement by judicious cultivation. The scenery in all nai 








• _ * 




uniting at 
known by 
into Flu- 


mountain vai 
the undulatin 
'improvement 
is exceeding! 
•state which 






picturesque ; we know of no 




Ten, and in the 
rly fertile, whilst 
unost unlimited 
rts of the county 
10 portion of the 
lul prospects as 













EAiTERN VIRGINIA—ALBEMABLE. 



twelfth 
in 1830. 

43—lands $4 f 
16 studs, §239 3< 
§29 35-—Amount 




district, 
in 1832-3, 

6439 slaves, §1,609 
coaches, §243 75 
in educating poor 



belongs to the 
1820, 19,750— 
lots $335- 
1316 56— 
50—47 gigs, 
!, $590 ^ 







TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST-OFFICES, 6lc. 

lb, P. O. and Election 'about 20 general mercantile establish- 

called Oliver 1 Aments. There is 1 Female Acade* 
Old Store, situated on the Scottsville my, in which young ladies are taught 

pike, 20 m’s. from’all the useful branches of education* 
from the latter. It las well as the elegant accompiish- 
has 12 scattering dwelling houses, 3 ments, it is well conducted and flow- 

stores, 1 tan yard and 1 rishing, having generally from 30 to 






'blacksmith shop In the vicinity 40 pupils; there is also an elementary 
there is 1 Baptist, and 1 Methodist school for boys; and a school to pro- 


house of worship. The population is 
70; of whom 1 is a physician. 

Brown’s Cove, P. O. 109 m’s. N. 
W. of R., and 136 from W. situated 
in the northern part of the county. 
Brookbville, P. O. situated at the 


pare youths for the University ia 

about to be established on a perma¬ 
nent footing by a young gentleman 
said to be entirely competent to its 
proper management, if such be the 
case it will certainly flourish, as such 


junction of the Kivanna and Kockhsf 
turnpike with the Scottsville andjporary schools hitherto establish®! 
Staunton turnnike: 101 m’s. N. W c have met with remarkable success. 

The town has a circulating library of 
Carter’s Bridge, P. O. situated well selected books, 
the passage of Hardware through An Agricultural Society which 
W. Mountain, 133 m’s. fromjboasts among its members the princi 
Washington, and 91 from R. Inal farmers of this and the nei&nbo 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, P. 

seat, 123 m’s. S. W. from 



from lit 

N. 



on, and 81 N. W. by W. 
It is beautifully situate 


pal farmers of this and the neighbour 
T.jing counties, holds its semi-annual 
'meetings here; at the 
there is an exhibition 
domestic fabrics, and 
flawarded 


Washington, a mile east of the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia, and 3 mV. N. W. 
from M 
watered 





o, in a fertile and well j weekly paper, and fr 
on the right bank of:in books and 


The mechanical 
follows:-—1 


Lynchburg 
ton, to 



ordinary 
p&lian, 1 
1 Method 


and commodious 

bookstores*. 


river, at the intersection 

leading from 
and Lexing- 
Aleiandria and 
on tains besides the 
buildings, 1 Episco- 
, 1 Baptist, and 
of worship, 3 large 

2 





establishments 
ment to a 
yards, 3 
2 cabinet 
chair maker, 

2 coach and 








tan 
worker, 
heel wrights, I 

painter, 
manufactories 2 
shoe factories, 
number of hands, 1 

blacksmith’s 

ook binders, 





men are 6 at- 


taken 





The vi 








Several 

(&C. 

tomeys at law, 6 physicians and 3 
surgeon dentists. The whole popu¬ 
lation by an accurate census recently 

this work is 957; 
290—females 260— 
es 348. 

with' a fire 
company attached; and 

well disciplined 
The navigation 
has recently been 
and dams, and boats 
can now ascend to 
mile and a quarter 
of Charlottesville, which is a depot 

produce of the northern and 
part of this county, part of Au- 
, and will be for Rockingham 
the counties beyond it, when a 
road which has been located and com¬ 
menced from Charlottesville to Har¬ 
risonburg shall have been completed. 
A neat and permanent covered bridge 
has recently been erected at a cost of| 
114 ,000 over the Rivanna River, on 
the post road leading from Charlottes¬ 
ville to Alexandria, D. C. Several 
lines of daily stages pass through this 
town. Charlottesville is a healthy 
place, and for the most part compactly 
though irregularly built, the houses 
are generally of brick, of which there 
are about 200, large, handsome, and 
comfortable dwellings. The surface 
on which the town stands is elevated 
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Law and Chancery 
and 10#A of Oc- 


m’s. S. W. 
W. of R. f 

the 


of W., 
situated in 
county, 22 m 
on the stage 
place to Lynchburg, 
eral dwelling houses 
I house of entertainment 
1 milliner and mantua 
Presbyterian house 
ulation 30. 

Dyer’s Old Store, 
m’s. S. W. of W. and 

Everettsville, P. 

S W. of W., and 74 from 
tains a tavern, l general 
blacksmith’s and a wheelwri 
shop. 

Earlysville, is pleasantly 
ated 1J m’s. E. of Longwoocf, 

13 N. of Charlottesville. It contains 

7 dwellings, I tavern, 1 general store, 
1 tailor, 1 wheelwright, 1 black¬ 
smith’s shop, and 1 tan yard. Popu¬ 
lation 35. 

Garland’s Store, P. O. 137 

from W., and 95 from R. 

Hardin’s Tavern, P. O. 130 
S. W. of W., and 88 from R., 

8 miles W. of Charlottesville; near 
the Methodists have a house of 
ship called Shiloe. 

Hydraulic Mills, 

W, of W. and 100 W. 












dec. 
ral 
grist, and 




from 5 to 700 feet above the tide o from Charlottes vile. 

Laurel Spring. 
from W., and 25 m’ 
lottesville. 

Lindsey 1 * Store, 
W. of R. and 
Longwood, 
by W. of 
has several 
lation 30, 

Milton, 

81 N. W. 



▼ated 


the vicinity is salubri- 
1 fertile, producing in 
wheat, corn, oats, tobacco, 

are seve- 

flour manufacturing, 
, and 2 carding 
country around is 

with hand- 
farms, well culti- 
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March , 
Judge 
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Quarterly, 
November. 

his Circuit 
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Char- 












W. of W. and 
and 6 miles 
;—situated 
Rivanna, and 
main stage 
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road leading 
Richmond, 
of some 
navigation 
the navigation 



Charlottesville to lings which 


formerly a place 
the head of boat 

state of 




ed owner, I 
will not be disp 
rapid sketch 
competition of) tic bliss, that 
ottesville have 
It contains 

2 mercantile ing to 4 his life 
;—It has a plea* rally embraces 
situation, upon elmestic habits. 



is it, indeed, 
pose of this 


its depart- 
myself that you 
a brief and 
of domea#- 

Nor 

a 

express pur- 



spur or abutment of Monticello 
mountain, which places it far above 
the level of the river.—On the oppo¬ 
site side of the river, there is a Bap* 

and a grist mill. Popu- 
wbites and 10 free blacks. 
Moreman’s River, P. O. 143 ms 



different to us, which w 
him, and which was a 
just admiration to 
thousands that were contin 
sorting to it, as an object 
gr image? 

44 The Mansion House 


from W. and 104 from R.—N. W. otj cello was built and furnished 




Charlottesville, and in the N. W. an- 

the county; it has a house of] 
entertainment, one general 
More and a, blacksmith shop. 

Monticello.— We have seen no 
where so true, to accurate, or so beau¬ 
tiful a description of the dwelling 
place of the Great Apostle of Liberty, 
as in Wirt’s 14 Eulogy upon Adams 
and Jcffer$on. n We are glad to have 
an opportunity of relieving the tedium 
of dry statistic detail, by so rich a 
specimen of taste. 44 Let us now turn 
for a moment to the patriot of the 
South. The Roman moraliist, in that 
great work which he has left for the 
government of man in all the offices 
ife, has descended even to prescribe 

of habitation in which an 
inguished man should 
Id not, he says, be 
and sordid: nor, on 
extended with profuse 

It should 
receive and accom¬ 


modate the visiters which such a man 






never 

ornaments, as 
sions 
the individual 
lost it 





and suited in its 
in its dimen- 
fortune ofl 
has now 



dy visited it 
visit it hereafter 



days of his prosperity. In its dimen¬ 
sions, its architecture, its arrangements 
and ornaments, it is such a one as be¬ 
came the character and fortune of the 
man. It stands upon an elliptic 
formed by cutting do urn the apex of a 
mountain; and, to the west, stretching 
away to the north and the south, it 
commands a view of the Blue Ridge 
for a hundred and fifty miles, and 
brings under the eye one of the bold¬ 
est and most beautiful horizons in the 
world; while on the east, it presents 
an extent of prospect bounded only by 
the spherical form of the earth, in 
which nature seems to sleep in eter¬ 
nal repose, as if to form one of 
finest contrasts with the rude and 
ling grandeur of the w 
wide prospect, and 
north and south, are several 
mountains, which contribute 
mate and diversify 
landscape; and 

south Willis’s mountain,* which is 
_ _ _._.__ _— - . 

♦ This mountain, which is in the county 
of Buckingham, at a distance of 70 miles 
from It. consists of two conical peaks jut¬ 
ting from the plain, which often at sunrise 
on a clear morning, assume every possible 
variety of form, and in each appears so 
natural, that one seeing it for the first time, 
would suppose each its natural shape. 
This beautiful illusion is produced by the 
rising of the clouds towards the summit of 
the mountain, on the rising of the sun. 








80 interestingly dep 
From this summit 
was wont to enjoy th 
the sublimest of N 
the looming of the < 
and to watch the m 



in his Notes, the fossil productio 
Philosopher mineral and anima 
ctacle,among mains of those cok 
s operations, once tTod our forest 
t mountains; and a variegated dis 


of our country 
the polished re- 


those colossal monsters that 




no more; 


“ From this hall he wai 


and to watch the motions of the plan- ing honors of those 4 monai 
ets, and the greater revolution of the waste,’ that still people the 
celestial sphere. From this summit, the American Continent, 
too, the patriot could look down with “ From this hall he was m 

uninterrupted vision, upon the wide a noble saloon, from which tl 
expanse of the world around, for which landscape of the west again 
he considered himself bom; and up- on his view; and which, 
ward to the open and vaulted heavens, hung thick around with the 
which he seemed to approach, as if ductions of the pencil— 
to keep him continually in mind of paintings of the most strikin 
hi a high responsibility. It is indeed from all countries, anil all 


ay of the bnmeh- 
4 monarchs of the 
pie the wilds of 



up- 



painting 
from all 


s of the most strikin 

i 

countries, and all 




a prospect in which you see and feel, portraits of distinguished men and 
at once, that nothing mean or little patriots, both of Europe and America, 
could live. It is a scene fit to nourish and medallions, and engravings in 

hose great and high-souled principles endless profusion, 
which formed the elements of his cha- “While the visiter was yet lost in 
racter, and was a most noble and ap- the contemplation of these treasures 
propriate post for such a sentinel, over of the arts and sciences, he was start- 
the rights and liberties of men. led by the approach of a strong and 
“Approaching the house on the sprightly step, and turning with in- 
east, the visiter instinctively paused to stinctive reverence to the floor of en- 
cast around one thrilling glance at trance, he was met by the tall, and ani- 
this magnificent panorama: and then mated, and stately figure of the pat- 
passed to the vestibule, where, if he riot himself—his countenance beam- 
Laid not been previously informed, he ing with intelligence and benignity, 
would immediately perceive that he and his outstretched hand, with its 
was entering the house of no common strong and cordial pressure, confirm- 
man. In the spacious and lofty hail ing the courteous welcome of his lips, 
which opens before him, he marks And then came the charm of maimer 
notawdrvand unmeaning ornaments: and conversation that rasses all de¬ 


notawdry and unmeaning ornaments: and conversation that passe 
but before, on the right, on the left, scription—so cheerful—so i 
all around, the eye is struck and grati- ing—so free, and easy, and fi 
fied by objects of science and taste, so'kind, and gay,—that even th 
classed and arranged as to produce and overawed, and embarrass 
their finest effect. On one side, spe- forgets his fears, and felt hi 
cimens of sculpture set out in such the side of an old and familia 
order, as to exhibit at a "coup d’ Oil, Mr. Jefferson states in h 









ai a coup a un, Mr. Jenerson stat 
gress of that art, that Monticello is 50 
attempts of the ab- Rivanna which runs 







it is 


cingmes ot o 

qaisite and fi 
patriot himse 

visiter sees di 
of specimens 
paintings, w 

manufactures 






, up to that ex- the most nor 
it of the great South West 
3 master hand local name 
ther side the The late m 









a vast collection pearance of 
Indian art, their cutting dow 
ornaments, and ornamental 
»iheran array of cultivation; 




Carter s mountain: 
tor injured the ap- 
icello very much by 
beautiful shade ana 
for the purpose of 
t is believed that the 













pre- 

thc character of Mr. 




every 






deep 

sent owner 
Jefferson, and the respect he enter¬ 
tains even for the inanimate objects 
associated with his memory, will lead 
him to restore it, as far as possible to 
the condition in which he left it, and 

the preservation of 
could be supposed 
attention, or added 
The curiosi- 
Wirt speaks were 
University of Yirgi- 
we believe were 
was bought by Congress. 
A simple massive granite obelisk 
marks the grave of Jefferson, with the 
unostentatious inscription written by 
himself, which speaks only of being 
the “Author of the Declaration of] 
Independence, and the Founder of] 
the University of Virginia;” thus 
showing how much more highly the 
venerable sage regarded the bursting 
of the fetters which bound the free¬ 
dom of the people, and the emancipa¬ 
tion of the mind from the chains of 
ignorance,—than all his civic tri¬ 
umphs. 

Mount Alto, P. O. 156 ms. S. 
W. by W. of W. and 97 ms. from R. 

Mount Israel P. O. 145 ms. S. 
W. of*W. and 103 from R.—17 ms. 
N. W. of Charlottesville. 

New York, P. V. 143 ms. S. S. 
W. of W. and 101 from R.— It is 

in the western part of the 
county, near the foot of the Blue Ridge; 

, 2 general stores, 
jack screw manufacturer, 
maker, and 1 black- 
ion 70. 


formerly Scott's 

W. of Wash- 

Richmond. It 
of James 
W. of Char- 
ace has improved 

is yet 
contains 120 





a female school, 
nine geme- 
ani on® 

9 

The principal 
othing, leather 
earthen warn 

is 



and 
car- 
iii flour, 
other pro- 
Nelson, 









lottesville. 
rapidly in 
a nourishin 
houses, chi 
dist and 





pfwbfterian house of 


worship, a male 
and two Sunday 
ral and five 
apothecaries 
manufactures are 
shoes, cabinet w 
An inspection 
established in this 
the average 
sold is 3500 barrels, 
ries on an 
bacon, butter, 
ducts, with the counties 
Augusta, Rockbridge, 

Bath, Pendleton, and Pocahontas 
these products are ex 
groceries, gypsum, coarse 
woollen clotns and money. The mar¬ 
ket of Scottsville is ready and templ¬ 
ing to the producer, the only fault of 
its enterprising merchants being that 
they pay prices too liberal for their 
own prosperity, and this cause only 1 
has lately given a temporary check 
to the rising of the town. A tri¬ 
weekly line of stages passes through 
it, communicating with Richmond 
and Staunton. Scottsville being situ¬ 
ated at the extreme northwestern bend 
of the navigable water of James river, 
would probably acquire an immenae 
increase of trade, if the James and 
Kanawha improvement is carried" in¬ 
to effect. There is a savings institu¬ 
tion in the town. It has two resident 
attorniesand four regular physicians: 
its whole population is 

Shadwell Mills,- 
Jefferson, on the Rivanna near the spot 
of his birth; they carry on an exten¬ 
sive business, having a 
chant, grist, and 

carding machine, etc. me mam 
stage road from Charlottesville to 
Richmond runs by them. 

Stoniy Point, P. -V. 71 ms. N. 
W. by W. of Richmond, and 118 
from Washington—in the N. E. part 
of the 

, P. O. 

Charioting 
from Wash- 















given 

tions, 



of Rich- 
This institution was founded 


ington, 
naond. 

in 1819, under the immediate super¬ 
vision of Mr. Jefferson, and organised 

year 123 
gradually in- 
4 it had 208,— 
nearly 10,000 
and chemi - 
are very complete, and 
a handsome cabinet of mine - 

is also an anatomical 
museum , and an astro¬ 


nomical observatory , with the requi¬ 
site instruments. The importance of 
this institution to the state renders it 
necessary to give a fuller detail of its 
management and regulations than of 
similar institutions. 

Matriculation.— To be admit¬ 
ted into the University, the Student 
must be sixteen years of age; but |jects: 

Faculty are authorised to dis¬ 
pense with this requisition in the case 
of application for admission by two 
brothers, one of whom is under the 
age of sixteen. 

If the applicant for admission has 
been a student at any other incorpor¬ 
ated seminary, he cannot be received, 
but on producing a certificate from 
such seminary, or other satisfactory 
evidence to the Faculty, with respect 
to his general good conduct. 

Every Student is free to attend the 

choice, and no other 
provided , that if un- 
of twenty-one, he shall 
three professors, unless 
written authority of his 

or the Faculty 
cause shewn, allow 
than three. The 
Student to enter 
Languages, 
Natural Philoso- 



attendat 
he has 
parent 
shall, 
him to 





P h y. 

dons. 

Before 
furnished 
which he 



examina- 



he is 
laws, 


required 


read. On 
matriculating, he signs a written de¬ 


claration, that he 
laws, and, if he 
that he 





conform to those 
a resident student, 

the Patron 


all the funds in 



each school 

9 

lectures a week 
are in most 
suited to the 
the school is 
instruction is 



In 

regular 
which, there 
lectures 






tures, accom 
lions. The course puri 
school, is as follows. 

Ancient Languages 
sor Harrison .—In this school 
taught the Latin and Greek Lan¬ 
guages, and Literature, and the He¬ 
brew Language. The instruction, 

by prelections and examina- 
comprises the following sub- 


1. The formation and composition 
of words, and the laws by which they 
are governed. 

2. The primary and, secondary 
signification of words and the princi¬ 
ples by which they must be ascer¬ 
tained. 

3. Syntax. —The relations which 
words sustain to each other in a sen¬ 
tence, are taught at the same time and 
in connexion with their endings, the 
latter serving, with the aid of prepo 
sitions, 6c c., as signs 
The importance of 
order in which words are 
in a sentence, and of bein 
read the words and members 
tence just as they stand in 
and Greek authors, 

The other idomatic 
carefully noticed 

4. Metres 
are objects of constant attention. 

5. The Greek and Roman Histo- 
Geography 





taught by 
menting on 









of the studies 
text-books are 


are 
by com- 
of the text-books 
These form 
senior classes. 





• i 


In the 
race, Cicero 


Terence, and Cesar's Commentaries; 
the last chiefly with a view to the writ¬ 
ten exercises. Zumpt’s Latin Gram¬ 
mar is referred to. The student should 
have Lempriere’s Classical Dictiona- 






m two 

w 

Antiquities, and 
the Ancient, with the corresponding 

of the series published 

the diffusion 
e,” or the “ iEton 









Senior Latin Class: —Juve¬ 
nal, Livy, and Tacitus. Of both Livy 
and Tacitus the student should have 

works, so far as they re¬ 
main. 

In the Junior Greek Class: —Xe¬ 
nophon’s Anabasis, a play of Euri- 
ictes, or iEschylus, and Herodotus, 
uttmann’s Greek Grammar, is re¬ 
ferred to:—the “ Larger” Grammar 
of Bultmann, by Robinson, is to be 
preferred, Donncgan’s Greek and 
English Lexicon, and Thiersch’s 
Greek Tables by Patton, are recom¬ 
mended. 

In the Senior Greek Class: — Eu¬ 
ripides, Sophocles, Thucydides, and 
Homer. In the prelections to this 


ence 
In both 
pains is 
authorities. 

In Hebrew: 
Van Der 
London: 




dec. 

w w 

and Roman History, 
point out the ancient 




edit# 
Allemand, 


Aug. Hahn, 

Stuart’s Hebrew 
tion, and Gesenius 5 
by Gibbs : [not the 

It is expected of the 
tin and Greek, that 
their rooms a list of such 
parts of authors, 

Professor, as cannot be 
lecture-room : e. g. Cicero’s Epistles 
to Atticus, his Orations (selected,) 
and Treatise “de Republica;” Sal¬ 
lust, Terence, Plautus: iEschylus, 
Virgil, Sophocles, Euripides, Aristo* 
phancs, Demosthenes, iEschincs, Thu* 
cydides, &c. 

As an essential part of the course# 
the students of each class .ire required 
to furnish regularly, once a week, & 
written exercise; which consists in. 
the conversion of Latin or Greek into 
English, and of English into Latin 
Greek. The exercises are examined 
by the Professor, and the 
marked : thus corrected, they are re- 



dents 

it of 



class, it is attempted to introduce the 1 turned to the students, and the correc- 
student into the higher departments ofi tions stated and explained in the pre*- 
grammatical criticism; references are sence of the class. For these exer- 

large Grammar of Mat- cises, the classic authors are used as 
the annotations of Por- the text. The black-board 
Hermann, Erfurdt, ually used for the propose 

the student, by the aid of 
comprehending and retainin 
lustrations given. 

Modern Languages. 
Rlatlermann .— 


&c.-—The stu- 
to read the early 
s Roman History, with 

Republic, Nieb- 
and Heeren’s 
: s ^Gran¬ 


in this school, 
ish, Italian, 
on ; and if desired, wi 
the Danish, Swedish, 
Portuguese 
The>them, there are two da 
and 



deur et 
.Duo 
fare. 

In 

History of 
Society for 
Knowledge 


Romains,” and 

Liters- 







s a 




Span- 
Sax- 
be taught, 
andisti, and 
In each, of 
the senior 

«• 

with a third 
to qualify 
in this school. 
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It 

obtained 
that 
sides 
ture 
to write, 
the 









sent 

the 


that two degrees be 
in modem languages before 
will be conferred: Be- 
translations in the lec- 
students are required 
as regular exercises out of 
rooms* translations from 
language into English, 
Lectures on the 
of the nations 
are taught, are de- 
, by the Profes- 
lectures on Modern His- 
political relations of the 
civilized nations of the pre- 
. The text-books used are 
classics in each lan¬ 





guage. 

Mathematics. Professor Bon¬ 
in this school there are 
5 classes. Of these, the 
first junior begins with Arithmetic; 
but as the student is required to have 
some knowledge of this subject when 
h© enters the University, the lectures 
of the Professor are limited to the 
theory, shewing the methed of nam¬ 
ing nlimbers, the different scales of 
notation, and the derivation of the 
several rules of Arithmetic from the 
primary notion of addition; the addi¬ 
tion namely, of sensible objects one 
by one. The ideas thus acquired are 
iled to at every subsequent step, 
mid much pains are taken to exhibit 
4 he gradual developement from these 
elementary truths, of the extensive 

mathematical analysis. 
Arithmetic is the text-book. 

first problems are 
without, the use 
the student sensible 
of these signs. In 
for adding, sub- 
are compared with 
rules in Arithmetic, 
or diversity is no- 
The text-book 






Plane and 
the ap- 
’ As- 





and the 
ticed and 


is Lacroix 
In Geometry 
taught, 
models. 







onnycastle’* 
course of 
Integral 
is taken 





elements are 
use of 



class continue 

and Bon- 

Geometry. In 
successively acquire, 


to 
n 

the latter 
the theorems of 
the theory and 
Spherical Trig 
plication 
tronomy- 
and the theory 
Surfaces. Their 
usually embrace a 
ferential Calculus. 

The senior 
Differential Calculus in 
from Young and from 
Geometry, concluding 
pure Mathematics with 
Calculus, the theory of which 
from Young. and the examples, from 
Peacock. 

There is, moreover, a class 
ed Mathematics, for such of the more 
advanced students as choose to pursue 
it; which consists of parts of l/’entu- 
roli’s Mechanics, the first book of 
Laplace’s Mecanique Celeste, and of 
the applications of the principles there 
given to various problems. 

And, lastly, there is attached to 
school a class of Civil Engineering ; 
wherein are taught the first principles 
of Descriptive Geometry—of the con¬ 
struction of draughts and plans—of 
surveying—and, lastly, of the con¬ 
struction of Roads, Canals, Bridges, 
and other public works. 

Natural Philosophy 
sor Patterson. 
tures in this 
two parts, each of 
by a general 




the students, 
the properties 
and inc 
drostaties, 
ics, 

Capillary Attraction 
Stress 
The second 







treats 
ies, 
Hy- 
Pneumat- 
and 
trength and 
Acoustics. 

Heat, in- 
the Steam- 
Galvanism, 






# 



Jljignetism and 
Optics, Ailrono' 
The text-bool 
i id Rater’s H 
Hydrostatics an 
ster's Optics, th 
Electricity, Ga 
and Electro Mac 




em 


>ks used are, Lardner 
Mechanics, Lardner’s 
nd Pneumatics, Brew* 
he Treatises on Heat, 
alvanism, Magnetism, 
Lgnetism, in the Library 
svledcre, and Herschel’s 



arejully explained and ex« 
mL " 1 “ rt of the 


the connexion 


Astronomy 
As the e 


the 


As the enactments require only an 
acquaintance with arithmetic in order 
to enter this school, mathematical de¬ 
monstrations, though not avoided by 
ike Professor, are not required of the 
fetudents of the general class. But the 
candidates for graduation form a sep¬ 
arate class, and are taught the appli¬ 
cations of elementary mathematics, 
(Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonom¬ 
etry,) to Natural Philosophy. The 
application of the higher calculus be¬ 
longs to the school of Mathematics. 

The Apparatus provided for the 
school of Natural Philosophy is very 
extensive and complete, and thus ena- 
blea the Professor to illustrate every 
part of his course by experiments in 
the presence of his class. An Obser¬ 
vatory, with its appropriate astrono¬ 
mical instruments, is also attached to 
this school. 

Chemistry and Materia Medi- 
ca. Professor Emmet .—There are 
two classes in this school; one of 
Chemistry, to which there are lec¬ 
tures given twice a week, and the 
other of Materia Medica and Phar¬ 
macy, to which is given a lecture 
Once a week throughout the session. 

In the Chemical lectures, all the 
important applications of the science 
to ike mechanic arts, agriculture and 
iomestic economy are noticed, and, 
when practicable, illustrated by ex¬ 
periment. In the lectures on earths 
and metals, the appropriate minerals 
are exhibited and noticed with refer¬ 
ence to the sciences of Mineralogy 
and Geology. At the close of the 
history of inorganic matter, the atomic 
theory and the laws of definite pro- 


Medica 

e treat- 
he ope- 


of organic substances, and it compri¬ 
ses the history, analysis and proper¬ 
ties of each substance; to which are 
added general views of the connexion 
between Chemistry and the physiolo¬ 
gy of animals and vegetables. 

In the lectures on Materia Medica 
and Pharmacy, the subjects are treat¬ 
ed in the following order:—The ope- 
rations of Pharmacy, Pharmaceutical 
preparations, the effect which the 
combining of different substances has 
on their medicinal properties, the dif¬ 
ferent classifications of the Materia 
Medica, and lastly, its several articles 
treated alphabetically. 

There is attached to this school, a 
very extensive apparatus and a labo¬ 
ratory, in which the students are oc¬ 
casionally permitted to see the opera¬ 
tions, and to perform experiments. A 
free use is made of the black-board in 
these as in almost all the other classes 
in the University. 

Medicine. Professor Magill.— 
The subjects taught in this school are 
Physiology, Pathology, Therapeu¬ 
tics, Obstetrics and Medical Jurispru¬ 
dence. The last forms a distinct 
class, and comprehends other stu¬ 
dents in addition to those of Medicine. 
A full course of lectures is delivered 
on each of the above branches. Dun- 
glison’s Human Physiology is the 
text-book on that subject; in Patholo¬ 
gy and the practice of Medicine, 
Eberle’s Practice of Medicine is re¬ 
commended ; in Obstetrics, Burns, or 
Dewees, or Gooch; and in Medical 
Jurisprudence, Beck or Ryan. 

Anatomy and Surgery. Pro¬ 
fessor Warner .—In Anatomy, the 
lectures are delivered from Subjects , 
with which the school is regularly 
supplied. The text-book is Hornet 
Special Anatomy. In Surgery, the 
text-book is Cooper's First Lines. 
This and the two preceding schools 
constitute the Medical Department ol 


:hool is regularly 
t-book is Horner’s 
In Surgery, th© 
er’s First lines, 
preceding school* 
leal Department of 


the 
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the University; and the candidates for 
the degree of “Doctor of Medicine, 5 ' 
must pas® examination in them all. 
An extensive Museum is attached to 
this department. It possesses one 

ver the other 

V 

Medical Schools in the United States 
in having a session of more than ten 
months, instead of one of about four. 

A full course of lectures in the 

of this Univer- 
as equivalent to a 




Ml course in both the Philadelphia 
and Baltimore Schools; so that a stu¬ 
dent with a certificate from this Uni¬ 
versity of having attended a full course 
of lectures here, is entitled to stand 
for graduation at either of the above 
named schools, after having attended 
Ull the lectures there delivered for one 
session only. 

Moral Philosophy. Professor 
Tucker .—There are two classes in 
this school. The Junior Class stu¬ 
dies Rhetoric, Belles-Lettres and 
Lop ic, the first half of the session, 
and Belles-Lettres and Ethics, the last 

hnlf. 

The Senior, studies Mental Philos¬ 
ophy, the first part of the session, and 
olitical Economy the last. The ex¬ 
aminations are on the Professor’s lec¬ 
tures, Brown’s Philosophy, Say’s Po¬ 
litical Economy, and Adam Smith. 

Junior Class, the examina- 
on the Professor’s Lectures, 

, Campbell’s Rhe- 
Active and Moral 




studied 











There 
tures on 

Law. 



and Nations 





mon 
Maritime 
This 



the junior 

Na tur« 

ist, the 




in this school, lec- 
general grammar. 
Davis - In this 
Law of Nature 

cience of Govern- 
Law, the Com¬ 
ity, and 
Law. 

into two 
studied by 
are Vattel’s Law of 

the Federal- 
of ’99, and 


Those 
are Coke upon 
iition,) Stephen 
on Pleading, Starkie on Evidence, 
(the first vol.) Toller on Executors, 
Chitty on Contracts, Bayley on Bills, 
Fonblanque’s Equity, and Milford 1 ® 
Pleadings, to which it is proposed to 
add a treatise on Commercial and 
Maritime Law. 

On these books, prelections are de¬ 
livered by the Professor, in w 
is his object to sup 
cient and explain w 

the text, to refer in 
to the leading cases 
American and English, illu 
the topic under consideration, and 
generally, to offer such comments as 
he deems necessary to its thorough 
understanding. In these prelections, 
the statute law of Virginia and the 
United States, and its effects on the 
pre-existing law are particularly ex¬ 
plained. Each prelection is preceded 
by an examination on the last togeth¬ 
er with its text 

On government, and on various to¬ 
pics of National, Constitutional and 
Municipal Law, not discussed in 
text-books, lectures are delivered 

■nr 

which also, the class are examined. 

Students not wishing to study Mu¬ 
nicipal Law, can enter for 
tion only of the junior course 
embraces National Law, 
and Constitutional Law 
tion, those wishing to 
cipal Law only, can if 
omit. 

The students of 
instituted a Law 
ings of which 
In it, questions 
studies of the 
fictitious cases liti 
regular pleadings 
duced decided in 
and the members 
ancing by having 
mit to the Society the necessary deeds 
to effectuate supposed agreements, &c. 
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appropriate mode, 

in convey- 
prepare and sub- 
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s Uni 


mob exercises are 
liversit 


He 
at the 

Minister of the 
whose services 
private invation 
cers and Studenti 
Examination 
public 

aents 








sion. 



are two 
the sili- 
one at such 
the middle of! 
acuity shall ap- 
close of the ses- 

conducted. The 
School prepares, in 1 


111 


r of iliii 
rof ssors. 

each student at the 
communicated to his 
parent or guardian : and the names of 
those who are in the first divisions 
are announced on the public day, at 
the close of the session, and published 
in one or more of the newspapers of 
the state. 

DliOREES 
Unctions are 
tion ; a Certificate 0 , 
that of Graduate 



writing, a senes of questions to be 
proposed to his class, and affixes to 
them numerical values, according to 
iliiiai estimate of their relative difficulty. 

assembling of the class for 





animation, these Question are for the those 


that of Master of Arts 

siiy of Virginia. 

The first, the Faculty 

f <*» 

on any student who 
nation, give satisfactory evi 
-j competent acquaintance with any 




first time presented to them ; and they 
are required to answer them in writ¬ 
ing, in a prescribed time, without 
communication with one another or 
with other persons, and without any 
’reference to books. Their answers 
are subsequently carefully examined 
and compared, and a value attached 
to each, not exceeding that of the cor¬ 
responding question. In the schools 



rticular branches which, ac¬ 
cording to the regulations, may be 

separately attended in a school. The 
! second, tnev are authorized to confer 
on any student who shall, on exami¬ 
nation, give satisfactory evidence of 
his proficiency in the general studies 
of any of the schools. And the third, 
is obtained by graduation, in the 
schools if Antient Languages, Mod¬ 
ern Languages, Mathematics, Natu- 
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of languages, subjects may also be se- ral Philosophy, Chemistry, and 

for oral examination, and the ral Philosophy. But in all cases, to 


sophy. 

iplomfi 


values of these exercises are marked j obtain a diploma, or certificate of pro¬ 
ficiency, the candidate must give the 
Faculty satisfactory proof of his abili¬ 
ty to write the English language cor¬ 
rectly. 

No particular period of study is 
prescribed for the acquisition 
honors. The student 
whenever he can 




at the time. 

The students are then arranged in¬ 
to four divisions, according to the 
merit of their examinations, as deter- 

the following method. The 
numerical values attached to all the 

are added together, and also 
the answers given by 
student. If this last number 
amounts to three-fourths of the first, 

in the first di- 














than three-fourths 



examinations to w 
for them are su 

The title of Doctor 
conferred on 




mud. as much 
coimI ; 
much as a 
than a 


one-half in the se-i Medical 







the results 



-half and as On the last 
in the third; if less Visitors, 

fourth division, dents, assemble 
are conducted and j the public are 
a committee, this occasion, 





session, the 
and Stu- 
Botunda, and 

On 

and di- 


184 




Jilomas are a 
candidates, tl 
nations are i 
are delivered 
dents appoint 








for the session of 




ts oi tne exami- 
id, and orations 
ays read by Stu- 
iat purpose. 
-The expenses 
upwards of 10 
the 1st of Sep- 
the 4th of July 


following, areas follows:— 
Board, including bed and other 
room furniture, washing and 


§100 


Fuel and candies, to be fur¬ 
nished by the Proctor, at 
cost, and 5 per cent commis¬ 
sion, estimated, if only one 
student in the dormitory, at 
130,—if two students in the 

dormitory at. 

Rent of an entire dormitory 
II 16 ; for half, if occupied by 
two students, 

Use of the library and public 

rooms,. 

Fees—if one professor be at¬ 
tended $50; if two, each 
•30: if more than two, each 
■ #25—say,. 


15 


15 


75 


Total, exclusive of books and 
Stationary, clothing and 
pocket money, - - - - §213 

In addition to the regular fee, 
#20 is paid by students who at¬ 
tend, the Senior Class in the school of 
Law 




tion 



parent 






age of 20 years, ma 
precincts, in such 
Houses as the Pac 
Every student n 
precincts, is reaiiii 
ting, to deposit wii 
the moneys cheoki. 


-houses are provided with- 
nets, for the accommoda- 
nts; and no student is per- 
oard or lodge out of the 
dess in the family of his 
uardian, or of some par¬ 
'd, approved by the Facul- 
that students above the 
mrs, may reside out of the 
i such private boarding- 
be Faculty may approve, 
ident resident within the 
I required, on matricula- 


other available funds, which he shall 
have in his possession, or under his 
control, in any manner intended to 
defray his expenses while at the Uni¬ 
versity, or on his return from thence 
to his residence. Nor shall he ma- 

sum at least sufficient, after deducting 
the Patron’s commission, two per 
cent, to pay for the use of his dormi¬ 
tory ana the public rooms, to pay the 
fees of the Professors whom tie may 
design to attend, to pay 3 months’ 
board to his hotel-keeper, to purchase 
the text-books and stationary which 
he may want at the commencement, 
and §20 on account of fuel aud can¬ 
dles, and $10 to cover contingent 
charges and assessments against him 
for injuries to the buildings, <kc., 
which two last mentioned sums are 
credited in the final settlement of his 
accounts. In like manner, he shall 
deposit with the Patron all the funds 
which he shall receive while a stu¬ 
dent of the University, for the pur¬ 
poses aforesaid. At the end of the 
first three months of the session, he 
shall deposit enough to pay his board 
and other expenses for the next three 
months; and at the expiration of the 
second period of three months, lie 
shall deposit enough to pay his board 
and other expenses for the residue of 
the session. 

Students resident out of the Uni¬ 
versity, are required, on matriculating, 
to deposit with the Patron funds suf¬ 
ficient, after deducting the Patron’s 
commission, to pay the fees of the 
Professors whom they propose to at¬ 
tend, the sum charged for the use of 
the public rooms, and §10 to cover 
contingent charges. 

The expenses of the students resi¬ 
dent in the University, are limited as 
follows:—-for board, the use of dormi- 


are limited as 




follows:—for board, the use of dormi¬ 
tory and public rooms, and tuition 
fees, the sums before stated; for cloth¬ 
ing during the session, a sum not ex- 










3 stated; for cloth- 
ion, a sum not ex¬ 
pocket-money d u - 
t exceeding §40; 






for books or 
parent or 
allow; for 
tendance 
These 
eeeded. 






forthwith 
fund in 




esse to be ex- 
circum- 
allow it. 
are forbidden to 
whatsoever; but 

they are 
or to draw upon a 
of the Patron ap- 




Students, wherever resident, are re¬ 


time, when in 
been used to the 
students, and otherwise to t 
of the Institution. 

At the end of 
cular is 

of the Faculty to 
dian of each 
stated his absences 
he was bound to 
regularities of which 
been guilty, that mont 




together 
the stu 
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quired to wear the uniform prescribed; with such information __ . _ 

the enactments; consisting of clothjdent’s progress and conduct as it may 
a dark grey mixture, at a price not be deemed proper to communicate, 
ceeding $6 a yard. Accom PLisHMENTs.-There are in 

The Faculty, at their discretion, the University, teachers of Music, Fen 
allow any man, of undoubted cing and Dancing, authorized 
moral character, above the age of 23 Faculty to give instruction in 



years, to attend lectures in any of the 
Schools of the University, and to re¬ 
side out of the precincts, exempt from 



accomplishments to such students, 
wish to acquire them. 

A military corps has been formed, 


the rules and regulations prescribediby the students, and an instructor ap- 
for the government of students: ex-1 pointed, for the purpose of learning' 
cept only, that he shall pay the usual military tactics. One afternoon in 
Professors’ fees, and the usual com- the week is devoted to these exer- 
pensation for the use of the public cises; but it is at the option of the 
rooms, and shall observe all those student whether he will engage 
laws of the Institution which enjoin'them. 
respectful and orderly deportment :j 





EASTERN VIRGINIA—ALBEMARLE. 


TABLE, exhibiting the state of the several Schools of the University, from 

its commencement. 


Number of 
Session, 

Year. 

fc rjt 

E* 

ti Jb 

3 £ 

r* O 

eft 

— a. 

a be 
.«■ 

'Z 3 
£3 ttn 

3 

• 

trj 

; 5 Ip 
§ 2 
"1 si 

•3? G 

n 

Mathematics, 

Natural 

Philosophy. 

Chemistry and 
MnteriaMedica 

Medicine. 

• 

V 

v p. 
1/, 

* 3 

TJ 

it 

B So 

p 

« 

__ M 

2 o 

£ 

* 

* 

►3 

Whole No. of 

Tickets Taken. 

1st. 

1825 

123 

57 

73 

73 

35 

35 

26 



15 


314 

2d. 

1 mG 

177 

107 

90 

98 

43 

' 45 

16 



28 

26 

[ 453 

3d. 

1827 

128 

53 

59 

62 

21 

38 

16 

4 


12 

18 

286 

4tb, 

1027-8 

131 

18 

4G 

G3 

30 

43 

23 

2 

23 

25' 

24 

327 

5th. 

1828-9 

120 

39 

26 

451 

33 

38 

22 

11 

27 

23 

27 

291 

6th. 

18-29-30 

133 

52 

39 

GO 

47 

42 

29 

3 

34 

16 

23 

345 

7th. 

1830-31 

133 

57 

4G| 

78. 

57 

37 

25 

4 

23 

38 

n| 

; 

I 

8th. 

1831-32 

110 

48 

94 

Oi 

58 j 

GO 

11 

15 

41 

57 

29 

437 

9th. 

1833-331 

158 

GO 

23' 

70 J 

82 

70 

38 

10 

36' 

4f 

37 

47G 

10th 

1833-3*1 

201 

75 

G4 

109 

73 

89 

41 


44 

g: 

48 

610 

___ 

Totals. I 

1414 

596 

490j 

730 

482, 

497 

277 

49 

228; 

3231 

219 

3921 j 


N. B.—The number in the columns of Medical Jurisprudence are those 
in addition to the Medical School. 


Other information with regard tol fertility of the 
University will be found in the grandeur of tfc 


the 

General Description of Virginia. 

Warren. P. V. situated on the left 
• * 

bank of James river, at the mouth of] 
Ballinger’s creek, in the southern an¬ 
gle of Albemarle, 25 miles S. S. W. 
of Charlottesville, 89 miles N. W. by 
W, of Richmond, and 148 from W. 
C. —This village was in a flourish¬ 
ing condition till the year 1823, when 
it began to decline, and the value of 
property in it has since fallen very 
much; it was at that time made a de¬ 
pot by the farmers for their staples, 
wheat, flour, tobacco, Ac.—but they 
have since found it more advantageous 
to transport their produce to Rich¬ 
mond, through Scottsville. This vil¬ 
lage is beautifully situated, and the 


surrounding soil, and 
the landscape are objects 
of universal admiration; the salubrity 
of this neighborhood is unsurpassed 
in the U. States—It contains several 
dwelling houses—one free church— 
one common school—two mercantile 
stores—two taverns—and one coop¬ 
er’s-shop—Population 50; of whom 
two are physicians. 

Yancey’s Mills, P. O. on the 
Rivanna and Rockfish Gap turnpike 
between Charlottesville and Staunton, 
16 miles from the former, and 24 from 
the latter—138 ms. S. W. by W. from 
W. C. and 97 from R.—It contains a 
tavern, one mercantile store and a 
blacksmith-shop.— Libe rty m ee ting- 
house, in the neighborhood, is free for 
all denominations. 


AMELIA. 

Amelia was created by the Legislature in 1734, and formed out of part 
of Prince George, It is bounded N. W. by Cumberland, or the Appomat- 


Digitized by ^.ooQie 






tox; N, 

1 Chester fie 
and W. 
width 10 
soil on the 






or Powhatan county; 

Namozine creek, or 
Length from S. 
miles. The surface 
generally much worn, 
arious creeks which flow to the 

11,106; in 1830, free whites 
11,031.—It belongs to the 
Taxes paid 1832-3, $3,063 
25—on 3109 slaves, $777 25 
21 coaches, $52 50—6 carryalls, 
16 85. Amount expended in the 
74,—in 1833, $337 02. 
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the Appomattox* 
S. by Nottoway 5 
30 miles, mean 
y diversified, the 
otto ms very fertile. 





AMELIA C. H., P. O. 169 miles 

from W. and 47 from R.—in N. 
Lai. 37° 13’ and long. 10° IT W. of 

:on; on the main Danville 
road leading to Richmond. It con¬ 
tains besides the county buildings 
several dwelling houses, one tavern, 
& several mechanics. Population 40. 

County Courts are held on the 
fourth Thursday in every month;— 
quarterly in March , May, August , 
and November . Judge May holds 
his Circuit Superior Courts of Law 
anil Chancery on the 1 7th of April 
and September , 

Deatonville or Thompsons ta¬ 
vern* P. O. 52 ms. S. W. of R. and 
174 from W.—on the Geneto road; 
and at the intersection of the roads 
leading from Petersburg to Farmville, 
—and from Richmond to Prince Ed¬ 
ward,—54 miles W. of Petersburg, 

23 N. E. of Prince 
16 E. of Raine’s 
leading from Pe¬ 
er: A road from 



Hill P. 



comes in here 


. S. W. of R. 
ms. S. W. of! 





R 


W. of R. 
N. of W. 
Amelia €. 



N. of the line of Nottoway county, 
and 5 W. of Devil’s bridge, Jicross 
the Appomattox—Situated on Beaver 

pond creek, a small but constant stream; 
and one mile N. of Deep creek,—a 
stream large enough to admit batteaux 
navigation for 15 miles, from its junc¬ 
tion with the Appomattox; the flour 
from Finney mills is carried in wa- 

nr 

gons to this stream, thence to the Ap¬ 
pomattox, thence to Petersburg.—The 
mills take their name from their for¬ 
mer proprietor; they turn two pair of 
Corn, and the same number of Burr 
stones; there is a cotton-gin in another 
house; and a methodist meeting house 
called the Tabernacle at the spot. 
The mill is capable of grinding from 
20 to 25000 bushels of wheat in the 
ordinary grinding season. 

Hallsville, P. O. 3J 
of R. and 155 from W. 

Jeters vi li.e P. O. 5 
of R. and 176 from 
Lombardy P. O 
R. and 164 from W 
Manboro’ P. O. 

R. and 170 from 
intersection of 
Richmond to 
from Petersburg 
Office Tavern 
tern part 
by W. 

the main stage road leading from 

and 4 ms. 




















N. W. of Ante ■ 
Office 
cmrts 

i i 

is a, 












lia C. 




Clerk's 
county 

in this placethere 

of 
nd 

one Presbyte- 

of w or- 

ion amounts to 50 


Painsville P, V. in the western 

46 ms. S. W. by 

12 from Ame* 

from Genito, and 15 from 
Painsville contains 7 
s,—one tavern,—one 

mercantile store, one wheelwright,— 

-shop,—one cabinet maker, 

one free meeting house. A 
church of about 40 white 

members was established in 1832 near 

the village. There is also a flourish¬ 
ing Methodist church about three 
miles from the village, and a Presby¬ 
terian church about five ms.— There 
ure Union Sabbath Schools at these 
churches, and a Female Benevolent 
Society attached to the Baptist church,! 
which is auxiliary to the B. Educa-1 


dwellin 








This church als© con¬ 
stitutes an Auxiliary Bible Society, 
and contributes also to the Baptist As¬ 
sociation, and the B. Triennial Con¬ 
vention of the U. S. The Presbyte¬ 
rian church 
Temperance 
ings m Painsvi 
round is th 
three miles are two 
and a cotton factory— 
three physicians reside in 
its whole population 
32 are whites. 

Wigwam, the residence 
distinguished William 
about 62 ms. S. W. of R. 
from W.—about three miles 
Appomattox. The buildings are 
wood, but prettily and neatly 
and convenient,—the situation is itself 
pleasant and retired, but does not com¬ 
mand a view of much of the sur¬ 
rounding country—during Mr. Giles’ 
life he had a large classical school at 
his residence, provided with excellent 
teachers. 





AMHERST. 








Amherst was created by the Legislature in 1761, from a part of Albe 
marie. It is bounded S. W. by Bedford county, or James river; 
lames river or Campbell county; S. E. by James river, or Campbel 
Buckingham counties; E. and S. E. by Tye river, or Nelson county 
‘N. E. by Blue Ridge or Rockbridge county. This county is near 
rallelogram, 22 by 19 ms; area 418 sq. ms.-—It is enclosed on 
S. W. and S. E. by the James river, and entirely drained 

The county generally slopes to the 
above the Ocean is from 500 to 800 feet;— j he soil is nature 

rich red, which is found so susce 
but the system of Agriculture is 
generally turned out; and the 
traveller with feelings of the most 
the James river improvement by 
induce the farmers to cultivate in w 
when too poor for tobacco, 
scenery of Amherst is beautiful 

This county 


ands which 
appearance 
egated with 
judicial 



by the rain 
but it is ’ 
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are now 
of the 
mountain 
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AMHERST C. H., P. V. situated 
on the stage road leading from Char¬ 
lottesville to Lynchburg, 15 ms. from 
he latter, 136 ms. W. from Richmond, 
md 180 from Washington, in N. lat. 
317° 29’, long. 2° 12’ W. of W. C, 
It contains besides the county build* 
imp, 14 dwelling houses, 1 common 
school, 2 taverns, 2 mercantile atores, 
1 tanyard, and several blacksmith- 
shops. — Two attorneys and three re- 
j*, physicians reside in this village. 

County Courts are held on the 3rd 
Monday in every month;— Quarterly 
in March June , August, and Novem¬ 
ber. 

Judge Thompson holds his Cir¬ 
cuit Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery on the 1st oj April and 

September. 

Buffalo Springs P. O. 147 ms. 
W. of R. and 190 from W.—These 
waters are chalybeate, and attract a 
good deal of company in summer. 

Knightsvxlle P. O. 131 ms. from 
R. and 185 from W. 

New Glasgow P. V. 132 ms. W. 
of R. and 175 S. W. of W.—in the 
N. W. part of the county on an ele¬ 
vated place, 20 ms. N. N. E.of Lynch¬ 


ms. W. 
—in 8. 


burg.—It contains 21 dwelling houses, 
one free house of worship, 1 academy, 
1 hotel, 4 mercantile stores, 1 tanyard, 
1 sadler, 1 cabinet maker, 1 wheel¬ 
wright, and 1 smith-shop. New Glas¬ 
gow is pleasantly situated in a very 

healthy and picturesque region;—.-the 

soil around was originally good and 
is susceptible of easy and high im¬ 
provement. 

Pedlar Mills P. O. 135 ms. W. 
of R. and 198 S. W. of W.—in 8. 
W. part of the county, at the junction 

of Horsley’s creek and Pedlar river, 
on the north side of that river, and 4* 
ms. from its junction with the James: 
—It contains a store, a merchant mill, 
a tavern, a tailor-shop, a, tanyard, and 
a blacksmith-shop. It has 14 house* 
and a population of 56 persons; one 
of whom is a physician. Pedlar 
; river might easily be made navigable 
to the mills. 

Pryors Vale P. O. 141 ms. S. 
W. of R. and 191 from W. 

Rose Mills P. O. 127 ms. from 
R, and 170 S. W. of W. 

Sandridge’s P. O. 142 ms. from 
R. and 185 S. W. of W. 

Waugh’s Ferry P. O. 142 ms. 
from R. and 205 S. W. of W. 


ms. from 




8. W. Is 
nia on t 
which 8 
rates it 


mean nrea< 
long, from 
inclines to 






BEDFORD* 

eated by the Legislature in 1753, out of a part of La- 
[t is bounded E. and S. E. by Campbell county,—8. and 
river, branch of Moanoke, sep arating it from Pitn lva* 
'ranklin S. W—W. and N. W. by the Blue Ridge, 
irom Botetourt; and N. E. by James river, which sepa- 
rst.—Length between the James and Staunton 8© miles, 
■and area 660 sq. ms.—lat. from 37° to 37° 32‘ N. and 
o 2° 50* W. of W. C.—This county for the most pat 


. of W. C. 







z 


e Peaks of Otter in 


the N. W. _ 

the Ocean, Bedford slopes towards her two main boundary streams, the 
James and Roanoke, and has also lesser inclinations towards her two smal¬ 
ler streams, Goose creek and Otter river. — The soil is generally well adapted, 
to forming, equal perhaps to any in Virginia, and had it never been doomed 
to the curse of excessive tobacco culture, would not have been surpassed by 
any portion of the state m improvement.—Tobacco has been the principle 
staple; but many are now turning their attention to the improvement of their 
land by clover and plaster, and find them astonishingly successful, and the 
soil capable of high and rapid improvement.—There is a stratum of red 
clay which is almost impervious to water, and gives durability to an im¬ 
proved soil:—some of the lands on the water-courses are destitute of this 
quality, anci their value is diminished by the defect. The face of the country 
ill generally uneven and in many places broken, especially the south part, 
from the great western road. The principal streams flowing through the 
county are Otter and Goose creek , the former rises in the mountains about 
the sides and base of the Peaks of Otter; the head of the south fork of the 
latter rises between the celebrated Peaks, on the road passing through Jen- 
ning’s Gap, and half way from the base to the summit; it is a large spring 
of delightful water and very powerful at its source, and is so increased by 
other springs ere it reaches the base of the mountain, that it afford* beauti¬ 
ful sites for machinery: after uniting with the north fork it forms a consid¬ 
erable stream, running nearly a south course until it unites with Goose 
creek, which rises in the S. W. side of the Peaks, and runs first south and 
then east. It affords many sites for water-works, and many mills are 
erected on it. 

The celebrated Peaks of Otter are situated on the south of the road 
which passes through Jenning’s Gap; the county line passes over the nor¬ 
thern or Fiat Top Peak; this Peak was estimated by Mr. Jefferson to be 
fourteen or fifteen feet highest, but it is the southern one which has attracted 
most attention,—its pinnacle being formed of rock piled on rock for forty 
feet. From this the traveller gazes with delight upon the country below, 
studded with farms, diminished by the distance to the appearance of gar¬ 
dens, and mountain rising above mountain in endless perspective, whilst 
immediately beneath his feet the clouds may be pouring their genial showers 
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ated 4,260 feet above 
jundary streams, the 
wards her two smal- 
enerally well adapted 
it never been doomed 

as been the principle 
improvement of their 


ijpality, 


upon the foot of the mountain. John Randolph of Roanoke , i 

written some pious lines, upon witnessing this majestic and elc 

The spot has been visited also by the eloquent Volney.— T1 

other peaks in the same range of mountains, which have not be< 

by travellers or geographers, they are distant five and seven n 

two former, and are probably of equal height; the old hunters 

most northern one, which is called the Apple Orchard , is th 

all; its name is derived from the appearance of the trees on it 

resembles an old deserted orchard. The top affords a level of 

acres of very rich soil, and has springs upon it. The other 

fleeted Peaks is called the Onion; it has nothing remarkable a 

its eight. ha soil in the lofty elevations of these mountain 
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generally oak ,— 
also much good pine in some 
is raised for market; there are some 
has been lately attracted to this subject. 

good manufacturing mills in 
six miles of the James river 
lie in this county.—This county 
circuit, and fourth district. Populati 
246—Taxes paidin 1833, §4,321 41—in 18 
►38 50—slaves, (No. 4545,) §1136 25 

33,) §496 00—coaches, (No. 31,) §68 
igs, (No. 20.)§11 25—Total§4,613 19. 
education of poor children, §861 65. 




, and 
Few hogs, and 
and more 






44 

ill 
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In 1833 


School Fund from 30 th Sept. 1833, to 1j* Oct. 

Number of school commissioners, 

common schools attended by poor children, - 

poor children in the county, - 
41 44 sent to school, - 

Aggregate No. of days’ attendance of poor children at school, 

Average 44 44 44 each poor child 

Rate of tuition per diem, - 

Average paid for each poor child, including all expenses, 
Expended in 1833, for all expenses, 
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C h a mi bless’ Store, P. O. 159 ms. 

from R and 237 from W. 

Davis’ Mill, P. O. 155 ms. S. W. 

W. from W. 

Davis’ Store, P. O. 149 ms. from 
R. and 217 from W. 

*s Store, P. O. 152 ms. 
W. of R, and 230 from W. 

Hendricks Store, P. O. 161 ms. 
from R. and 239 S. of W. 

P. V. and seat of 
on a branch of Ot- 
. from Lynch- 


]2 tanyards,—3 house-carpcnters, 
wheelwright,—3 tailors,—2 black¬ 
smiths,—and 2 turners.—The mail 
arrives and departs fifteen times in it 
week.—Liberty contains 9 attorneys, 

whole 



a • 






long. 

Lynchburg 
throu 
aides 

•2 Baptist, 
masonic hall, 
tile stores,—1 






W. from R. 

. 37° 17' N.— 
W. C —The 

turnpike runs 
contains be- 
, 7 0 houses; 
church,—1 
—5 mercan- 



and 4 regular phys 
population 350. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every month; 
in March , May , August, 
her. 

JUDOE DaNIEI 

Superior Court of 
on the tenth of 

Mersey’s, P 
and 248 from W. 
cantile stores, 1 tavern, 2 manufactur¬ 
ing flour mills, 5 common grist mills, 
2 carding machines, and 3 saw mills. 
—The neighboring soil is good and 
produces well all the staples of the 
middle 











ms. S. 


Otter Bridge 
W. by W, of 
W. of W 

OTTER PEAKS, situated on the 
boundary 
Botetourt, 





een Bedford and 
30 ms. from 
summits are 
Atlantic, and are 
of the Appalachian 
White Top peaks 
mountain, and some points 
m New Hampshire.—See a descrip- 

e in the preliminary de- 
this county. 

James Church, P. O. 139 
ms. from, R. and 217 S. W. of W. 

, or Goose Creek , P. O. in 
part of the county is 10 
ms. W. of Liberty, 233 ms. from W. 
and 155 from R.—situated on the wa¬ 
ters of a beautiful stream called Goose 






with a fine view of the mag¬ 
nificent Blue Ridge, and the towering 
Peaks of Otter. It contains 10 dwel¬ 
ling houses, 1 free house of worship, 
1 Benevolent Society, and 1 manufac¬ 
turing flour mill,—the principal me¬ 
chanical pursuits are the blacksmiths, 
tanners, boot and shoe makers, wagon 
makers, and brick 
in the nei 
ing wheat, corn, 
oats, hemp, and flax, in 
Grazing is also 

mers in the neighborhood, and no«>il 
can be better adapted to grass and clo¬ 
ver.—Tiber has 1 physician, 
population of 70 souls. 

Wharton’s Mills, P. O. 154 
from R. and 227 S. W. of 

White Oak Grove, 

!ms. from R. and 227 from W; 








BRUNSWICK, 


Brunswick was created by the Legislature in 1720, from a portion of 

Surry and Isle of Wight. It is bounded N-. W. and N. by Lunenburg, — 
W. by Mecklenburg, —N. E. by Nottoway river, which separates it from 
Dinwiddie, —E. by Greensville,— S. by Southampton co. of N. Carolina, 
and S. W. bv Warren co. of the same state. It is nearly a square, of 26 

miles on each side; area 676 sq. miles: extending in lat. from 36° 32' N. 
to 36° 56' N., and in long, from 0° 39', to 1° 04' W. of W. C. The S. W. 
angle touches Roanoke, and a small section is drained S. into that stream; 
but the body of the county is comprised in the vallies of Meherrin and Not¬ 
toway rivers, and declines to the east.—Population 1820—16,687—in 1830 
—15,767.—Brunswick belongs to the second judicial circuit, and first dis¬ 
trict.—Tax paid in 1833, 83618 91—in 1834, 83751 56.—Amount ex- 

educating poor children in 1832, no report—in 1 
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8. W. 

the Meherrin river 
road from 
ton, S. C. 
situated in a rich 
neighborhood. 

GhOLSONVILLE 

bank of 

W. of R. and 197 



, P. O. 86 ms, S. 
from W. 





main stage 
, Va.,to Charles- 
Lawrenceville ; 
enterprising 


the left 
. S. 
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S. of Latcrenceville 
road leading 
contains 5 dwelling 
thodist house of w 
manufactory, and 
—It has one phy 
tion of 60 persons 












1 coach 
milk-shop, 
a popula- 


46 ms. from 




Jonesboro 

wad 194 from 
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P. V. and 

county teat , 69 ms. W. of S. from 
Richmond, and 191 from Washing¬ 
ton—lat. 36° 48' N.', and long. 0° 50' 
W. of W. C.—Lawrencevilie is a 
beautiful and wealthy little upland 
Tillage, on a branch of the Meherrin 
river, containing a handsome court- 
louse, clerk’s office, and jail, an ele¬ 
gant masonic hall, and an Episcopal 
church, 25 neat dwelling houses, 1 
common school, 1 temperance and 1 
missionary society, 4 mercantile stores, 

2 taverns, 2 lanyards, 1 saddler, 1 
boot and shoe factory, 2 tailors, and 

3 smith-shops. Population 350; of 
whom 4 are attorneys, and 1 a physi¬ 
cian. 

County Courts are held on the 4th 
Monday in every month ;—Quarterly 
in March , May , August , and Novem¬ 
ber. 

Judge May holds his Circuit Su¬ 
perior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 26/A of April and September. 

Lewisville, P. V. 78 ms. S. S. 
W. from R. and 200 from W—situat¬ 
ed on Gee’s road, one mile N. W. of 
Gee’s bridge over the Meherrin river, 
anti near the dividing line of Lunen- 
burg, Brunswick, and Mecklenburg; 
28 miles from Randolph Macon Col - 
lege, and 9 from Lawrenceville. —It 


common 
missions 
2 taverns 
boot and 
II smith. 


W, 


contains 13 dwelling houses, 1 mer- 
cantilc store, 1 tailor, and 1 blackshith. 
Population 33. There are several 
Methodist houses of worship in the 
immediate neighborhood. The coun¬ 
try is healthy, and well settled with 
industrious and wealthy farmers; the 
land is strong and wel 1 watered, and 
produces all the staple articles of the 
state. 

Kennedy, P. O. 66 ms. S. S. W. 
of R. and 188 from W. 

Peroivals, P. O. 67 ms. S. W. of 

R. and 186 from W. 

Sturgeonville, P. V. 60 ms. S. 

S. W. of R. and 182 from W.—This 
place takes its name from Sturgeon 
! creek, which runs near it.—It is situ¬ 
ated in the N. E. part of the county, 
in a tolerably thickly settled neigh¬ 
borhood. The land once good, is 
now much worn out, but the inhabi¬ 
tants are wealthy and hospitable; 
wheat and tobacco are the staples.— 
There are in the neighborhood of the 
P. O., 1 Methodist, and 1 Presbyte¬ 
rian house of worship, 1 Academy, 
1 female school, 2 general stores, 1 
blacksmith, 2 boot and shoe makers, 
1 tanyard, and a house of entertain¬ 
ment. 

White Plains, P. O. 94 ms. & 
S. W. of R. and 205 from W.—situ¬ 
ated on the great southern road; 80 
'ms. N. of Raleigh, N. C. 


BUCKINGHAM. 

Buckingham was created by the Legislature in 1761, 
of part of Albemarle county.—It is bounded on the N. E 
ana W. by the James river, which separates it from Fluv 
Nelson, and Amherst; S. W. by Campbell; S. by the A] 
separates it from Prince Edward; and E. by Cumberli 
miles, mean breadth, 24—area 816 sq. miles;—it extends 
13' to 37° 45* N. and in long, from 1 ° 12' to 1° 55' W. fi 
The head waters of the Appomattox flow along the i 
county; but its general inclination is N. towards the Jan 
about half of its entire outline. The only mountains in 
Willis's mountain , a small range near its eastern border, i 
S. W. part near James river, ci fled Fergusovis mountain; 










which for mi 
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another in the 
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the county it generally level. Willis 1 * river rises in the S. part of the 
county—flows in an eastern direction, enters Cumberland, then turns to the 





into the James, 40 miles above Richmond; it is naviga 
mouth,—a remarkable circumstance for a river of its 
rather resembles a canal than a river. Slate river 
this county, flows to the N. E. and empties into the 
New Canton, and G3 above 
in proportion to its extent, 






m 




JC E. and 
ble 65 miles 
length ; — its 
rises in the 
James 3 
is 

barren and 
tile, 

ing 


on the borders of the water 

8 

the staples, tobacco, wheat, corn, 
are extremely sterile and desolate.—The county contains 

, capable of grinding from 200 to 
5 wool-carding establishments, 8 tanyards, 
mills.— Slate is found in abundance at the mouth of Slate river, 
is found near New Canton .—Gold is found in many places, 

be the richest in America. A Mineral Spring has been 
miles S. of New Canton, which is known as the Physic 
waters of which have not been analyzed, but are thought by physicians 
acquainted with its qualities, to be useful in many diseases, especially those 
of a chronic nature.—Buckingham belongs to the eighth judicial circuit, 
and fourth district. Population 1820, 17,582—in 1830, 18,351. Taxes in 
1832-3, $5053 25—1833-4, on lots, $67 06—land, $2937 55—on 
slaves, $1454 25—3781 horses, $226 86—13 studs, $188 00—88 coaches, 
$265 75—-13 carryalls, 813 00—6 gigs, $40 40.— 1 Total 85132 87. 
Amount expended in educating poor children in 1832, $498 90—in 1833* 
$421 24. 
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Diana Mills, P. O. 75 m’s. W. 
of R., and 160 from W.—situated on 
river, 5| m’s. above its junction 

with the James, and 5 above Virginia 
Mills. It contains I dwelling house, 
and 3 stores which do a good busi¬ 
ness. Slate river is a constant stream, 

which run through a fine 

country. Popu- 



P. V 
and 
W. 

Bent 
neat 

and comtainin 
3 general 
em, a house 
and a 
latter were 
to 1200 

ly, and it is yet 



Mills 12 

or Bent C reek , 
W. by W. of W. 

in the S. 
the mouth of| 
James river. A 
idernble trade, 
dwelling houses, 

a tav- 




the 

from 8 




of deposite by the planters, prior 
sending their tobacco to Richmond. 
The mechanics of the place are a 
tanner, saddler, wheelwright, black¬ 
smith, cabinet maker, tailor, brick¬ 
layer, and stone mason: there are 
the neighbourhood 2 extensive 
nfacturing mills, a grist 
mill;—from 20 to 
wheat are annually 
village.—A horse mail arriv 
a week. Population 1 
is a physician. 









Eldridges, 
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W., and 96 
MAYSVIJ 
Seat, 87 m’s. 

W.— in 
32* W. 
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the county on 
35° N. of Lynchburg. 













162 from 
long 1° 
near the 
late Creek, 
It contains 
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and 1 Presbyt 
my t and 2 el 
boys, 4 mercar 
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citanics are 1 





Free church, except on t 
female acade- Canton has 
r schools for cian. Porn 


hills 
3 flats 






1 apotheca- New Store, 
the me- R., and 167 S. \ 




sterile, 

New 

physi- 


uis. from 




boot 


are 1 tanner, 2 saddlers, 2 Oakville, P. 

cturers, 1 silver of the country, 4 
iker, 1 milliner of New Canton, 
wagon makers, 187 W. of W., ; 







and manti 
2 cabinet 
plate wor 
are 5 arr 
week. W 












akers, 3 tailors, 1 tin section of the roads lead 
and 1 miller. There Bent creek, to Prince Edwi 
s of the mail in each and from Lynchburg to St 
iville contains 5 resident Mills, 2£ m’s. from the line 


inter® 

from 







300. houses, and a store selling ab 

Courts , are held on the: $10,000 worth of goods annua 
y in every month; Quar- The land in the immediate nei 



attorneys, and 3 regular physicians, bell Co. It contains but 
Population 300. houses, and a store a 


2d 


ierly in March , May , August and hour hood of Oakville is sterile but 
November. Judge Daniel holdsl level, the surrounding country is more 
his Circuit Superior Court of Law] fertile, and well adapted to the staples 


l 


and Chancery on the 10<A of August, of the state. Much tobacco, was 


and September. 


formerly raised in this section 


New Canton, P. V. in the north A country, but the planters are turning 
cm part of the county, 63 m’s. W of! their attention more to the cultivation 
It, and 138 from W., situated at the; of the other staples, and to improving 
mouth of Slate Creek, on an elevated; their land by clover, plaster, &c. 

a i % . il f* • 1 /*_ m l • _ - • . • ■* »« 


bank about a fourth of a mile from 1 There is great variety in the soil, 
James river, commanding a beautifulj some being dark and stony, some red, 
perspective view down the river. It and some gray, —the former is most 
was once a place of considerable productive. 

trade, but has been for sometime ra- Physic Spring, P. O. 67 in T s. W, 
pidly declining. It contains 36 dwel- of R. and 153 from W. 


m oiy 
ling 1 
tavern 


house 




• e 




been opened at 
it manufacture 


>uscs, 3 mercantile stores, 1 Stone Wall Mills, P. 

1 flour manufacturing mill,! S. W. part of the Co., 108 n 
.rd, and 1 saddler. A Free' of R., and 192 from W., si 
■worship is situated a mile S.; James river, 15 m’s. belov 
p Canton; and 4 m’s. W. the burg. It contains 2 dwellin 
la Mills,hy which large quan- 1 manufacturing mill, 2 n 
flour are manufactured,—they stores, 1 tailor, 1 shoemak 
filed on Slate river, on which'blacksmith. Located in ac« 
valuable slate quarries arc! place for sending produce t 
An iron foundry has lately| by water; and surrounde 





market 




Dunury nas lately; oy water; ana 
Canton, by which j healthy and wea! 
qualities of iron.] Population 20. 





country is n 
very level;— 
are very ferti 



Slate river the 









becomes] m’s. W of 
the river! the W. par 
l country 1 the C. H. 


Warren, Ferry , 
s. W of R. and 17 



P. O, 87 




m’s. W. of 





CAMPBELL 






amp bell was created by the Legislature in 1784, from a portion of 
Bedford. It is bounded S. by Staunton, branch of Roanoke, which sepa¬ 
rates it from Pittsvlvania and Halifax, W. by Bedford, N. by James river 

Amherst, S. E. by Buckingham and Prince Ed- 
lOtte. Campbell approximates t 
area of 576 sq. m J s., and extend 
i7° 26’ N. and long, from 1° 46* to 2°22 W. of W. C. 
small mountains in Campbellboth its bounding rivers the Staunton 

are navigable for boats far above its limits; thus opening cominuni- 
with Chesapeake bay and Albemarle sound. The surface is much 
broken, but productive in grain, fruit, tobacco, pasturage, 
including the town of Lynchburg in 1820—16,570, in 1830—20,350. 
Campbell belongs to the eighth judicial circuit, and fourth district. Taxes 
paid in 1833, §6682 53—1834, on lots, 81666 74—land, 83093 82— 
5128 slaves, §1282—3589 horses, 8215 34—16 studs, 8210 00—88 
coaches, §167 10—26 Carryalls, §26 50—57 gigs, S35 60.—Total, 
$6697 10. Amount expended in educating poor children in 1832, 
§244 57—in 1833, 8165 03. 
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Arnoldstox, P. V. 219 m’s. S. 
w. from W., and 141 from R t , situ¬ 
ated at the junction of Otter river 
with Staunton, on the main southern 
road —20 m’s. from Lynchburg, and 
35 from the Peak's of Otter, which 
with several other picturesque moun¬ 
tains are in view. The 1 country 
around is fertile, rich, well watered, 
thickly settled and healthy. The vil¬ 
lage contains several dwelling houses, 

store, 1 wheelwright, 
blacksmith shop, with various 
mechanics. There are five 
ist and saw mills from 2 to 4 m’s. 

s are surrounded 
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on a 
illlllk of 

Seven 
tion of B 
ton river 
of which arc 
cantile 

ship, 1 


for building, Ac. 

of Arnoldston 15. 

V. 162 m’s. S. W. 

from W., situ- 
part of the county 
eminence on the north 
taunton river, opposite the 

the junc- 
river, with Staun- 
houses— 10 
, 2mer- 
wor- 





or, boot and shoe factory, tobacco 
tory, and 2 blacksmith shops; in the 
vicinity. On Big Falling river is a 
manufacturing mill. Population 109, 
of whom 61 are whites, and 48 blacks, 
and 1 a physician. The falls at 
place and for some miles above 
very considerable, on both rivers ; and 
fully adequate to the movement of any 
machinery whatever. The Staunton 
is the dividing line of Campbell 
and Halifax, and has at this place a 
ferry, and on the opposite side a ta¬ 
vern. For some miles 
neal there is very 
Staunton river, the hii 
with fine building rock, runn 
the waters edge; but at 
the flat land becomes wi 
tinues to 

These flats are very fertile 
most abundant 
oats and 
are well 
The u 
and 
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some parts also 

grass. 



oak, and pine 
several fine beds 

in this vi- 



CAMPBELL 

in’s, from W 
m’s. S. of 
ordinary 
12 dwel 








am lar 



210 
and 12 

the 

it contains 
taverns, 1 
common school, 2 
tanyard and sevo- 
public buildings 
commodious, and 
improving. The 

3 times a 



right bank 
W. corner 
120 m’s. W. 

S. W. from 
N. and its 
Greenwich. 

The river in 



town of 
the S. or 
in the N. 
of Campbell, 

m’s. 
7° 36* 
from 













about 200 yards w 
the S. E., giving 

ion is from 90 to to the principal streets, 
are attorneys and 1 a tion is difficult, the river 

structed by shoals, rocks 
throughout a considerable 
course above tide-water, and admitting 
only the use of batteaux carrying 
about 5 tons. Their form is peculiar 


County Courts , are held on the 2 d 
Monday in every month: — Quarterly 

June , August, and Norem- 
Judge Daniel holds his Cir¬ 


cuit Superior Court of Law and and excellent. 

Chancery on the 26/A of April and The river is crossed in front of the 



centre of the town, by a plain wooden 
Concord, P. O. 106 m’s W. of R.j bridge, from which, and in the same 

direction, Water st. leads through the 
middle of the town, crossing the other 
streets at ri^ hi angles. 

On the N. W. side, the town is 


and 192 from W., 12 m’s, from Camp¬ 
bell C. H., and 13 from Lynchburg. 
Concord is the name of a small sec¬ 
tion of country in which the P. O. is 
located, and derives its name from a 
meeting house in the vicinity. The 


limited by the abrupt bank of 'Black 
Water’creek, which flowing N. E. en 


country around is fertile and thickly Iters James river a little above the 
settled, and within 2 m’s. of the P. 6. j bridge. The river banks on the 
3 houses of public worship—! N. E. side are broken, precipitant 

dist.! and 



ian. Baptist and Metho 


elevated; presenting, in connec- 



Falling Bridge, P. O. 122 m’s.! tion with the distant view of the Blue 
S. W. by W. of R. and 203 from W. Ridge and the Peaks of Otter, a scen- 
in the S. E. part of the county, 20|ery which has been univers 
m’s, S. E. of Lynchburg. j mired for its beauty and 

Flat Creek, P. O. 129 m’s. S. In some situations, the 
W. by W. of R-, and 207 miles river disclose strata of 
from W, I ner highly interestin 

Greenhill, P. O. 152 m’s. from to the geological 

[burg stands in a. 

V. 147 m’s. S. W.;abounding in severa 
5 from W., situ- 1 granitic rocks. 

Staunton river j blende, chlorites 
It contains 20lores of iron, an 
mercantile stores, among the rarer 

and ware-j an oxide 
flour mill, &c. 
insr machine and!been 

a tailor, 3,The quarries 
shoe fac-j slate, capable 

horn 1 is with the chise 




a tavern 
house, 
hemp and 
cotton gin, 
blacksmiths 
tones, 
a physician 








en met with; and 
litho marge, 
, asbestos, 
quantities, has 

hbourhoocL 








uce a compact mica 
wrought easily 

having 



the closest 
affording a bull din 
valuable, but as 
dated. 




material highly 
too little appre- 


The streets 
which 


upon, are 
the 2d or 



river 



to the river, 
or less built 
Of these, 
” is the princi- 
and stores 
on this street; 
of about three 
, it presents continu- 
tolerably well built 
st. together with 3d, 
order, proceeding from 

a bench on the 
, at an elevation of about 
while 4th st. is nearly 100 
feet higher; lying only a little below 
the common level of the country. 
These streets are crossed at riglit 
angles by 10 or 12 alleys, having 
Water st. in the middle, which be¬ 
tween 3d and 4th streets, is too pre¬ 
cipitous for the use of carriages of any 
kind. 

The number of houses is between 
8 and 900. The court house, market 
house, and other public buildings, ex¬ 
cepting a substantial stone jail, are in 

a style of architecture which does no 
credit to the place. The principal 
hotels are the Franklin and the 
Union, on Main st., and the Wash¬ 
ington on 3d st. Several of the pri- 

llings would be considered 
to any city. 

The churches, in the order of their 
erection, are the Methodist Episcopal, 

erian, the 1st Baptist, 
iscopal Church of 
aptist, the Metho- 
2d Presbyterian, 
and a Friend’s meeting house in the 
vicinity of the town. These build¬ 
ings, 5 of which stand on 3d st. are 
mostly quite plain; 1 or 2 only haring 
any pretensions 
priety or ornament 
Among the 
burg are found—di 
usual proportions 


blacksmiths, cabinet makers, 
carriage makers, chair 

ppersmiths, gun 
a inters, print* 







shocHia.- 
c handlers, 

to* 




are 






bakers, 
carpenters 
makers, 

smiths, hatters,ma 
ers, rope makers, 
kers, silversmiths, 
tanners, 
bacconists, &c. 

The princi 
tablishments within 
a large and excellent flourmill and 
saw mill, on Black Water 
a number of others in the 
hood, a carding machine 
at the lower end of the 
brick yards, 2 extensive tan 
a good many tobacco 
stemming, manufacturing, &c. These 
factories give employment to many 
hundred hands. A cotton factory on 
the right bank of Black Water creek, 
erected by the Lynchburg Manufac¬ 
turing Company with a capital of 
$100,000, and intended to run 2500 
spindles, and give employment to 
about 70 persons, is just getting into 
operation. This is the first attempt 
of any importance to carry on the cot¬ 
ton manufacture in S. W. Virginia; 
the* success of the enterprise is confi¬ 
dently anticipated, and the hope is 
cherished that other capitalists may 
be induced to embark in similar un¬ 
dertakings among us, until at least 
the wants of the country depend in 
upon Lynchburg are supplied wit 
domestic fabrics of our own produc¬ 
tion. 

The Lynchburg Water 
furnishing the town with an unfailin 
supply of pure and w 
were constructed in 1 
the direction of Albert Stein 
gineer, at an 
The height- 






country 

to raise 
of the most 
of the kind in 
An arm 
island 
cross 



formed by m% 
miles in length, is 
distance above the 
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limits of the 
feet high- 
length 
house 
3rd 



l dram 10 

a mile in 

to the pump 
the foot of 


lottesville, distant 
been skilfully gra 

of an 

is now traver 
pump ease. The 
Hire, worked being tumpiked to 
2 el, impels the from 
ascending pipe the route that 

to a reservoir this mode of improvement 
gallons, situated cellcnt turnpike is now nea 
5th streets, and at jpleted from this 





ex- 



240 feet above the 
river. Fire plugs are 

the distributing pipes 
ml every intersection of the alleys with 
2nd and 3rd streets, and afford an ad¬ 
mirable security against the danger 
of fire. The height of the reservoir, 
hove these streets (the only ones 
compactly built,) gives a jet of water 
by means of hose pipes, of from 60 to 
SCI feet elevation, and throws it, in 
bold and continuous streams, over the 
roofs of the highest houses. The 
water is extensively taken by the in¬ 
habitants, and the rents are already 
eeumulating a sinking fund for li¬ 
quidating the debt incurred in con¬ 
structing these valuable works. 

The water power created by the 
dam for the water works, is amply 
sufficient for working a large addi- 


from 


by the way of 
on James river, 
near the Natural Bridge, 

Lynchburg. A similar road having 
already been opened westward from 
Lexington to Covington, the most di¬ 
rect route from the lower country to 
the Virginia Springs, will now be 
found to lead through Lynchburg. 
The Lynchburg and eastern turnpike, 
running S. W. through New London 
and Liberty, is now completed half 
the distance. This is an expensive 
macadimised road. It enters Lynch¬ 
burg at the lower end of the town ; to 
accommodate the wants of the other 
end, an arm has been constructed 
from Cocke, or West street, (the north¬ 
ernmost alley,) intersecting the turn¬ 
pike a mile and a half from town. 

The “ Piedmont road,” by Char¬ 
lottesville, Lynchburg, Danville, Sa¬ 
lem, N. C., <fcc. having lately been 
made the route for the great southern 

addi¬ 





tional amount of machinery, and waits 
only for a clearer perception by cap¬ 
italists of the manufacturing advan¬ 
tages of this town, to be brought into mail, the public at large 
extensive use. The cheapness of la- tional inducements for 

of provisions, portion of it between 
and the extent and wealth of the Danville. A good 
country looking this way for its sup- this direction w 

as well as of foreign tant accession to 
the vast water pow- cilites ol this town 
er actually prepared and ready for any A mail coach 
application, in inviting the attention of Richmond 3 




h fare m 




men of capita! 

• i * 
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the want 
product 
might 
The recent 




are important. 


enterprise, to this continues w 

Greenbriar 
much from ty in 
by which the Botetourt 
surrounatug country White 

her market, the line 
however, 
to Char-1 Just 



from 
the line 





. T f m 

by Liber- 
Fincastle in 
Sweet and 
intersecting 
by way of 
th® latter place. 

, a branch 




lottesville 
extends on 




of this line extends to Salem, whereJ 
it joins the line passing up the Valley 
from Staunton. 6c c. Another mail 
coach nasses between this place and 

way of Char- 
week; this line 
into Georgia. 

The commercial relations of Lynch- 
burg are extensive, embracing a large 
tract of country to the south and west. 

important section of 
W. parts of North 
many counties in east 
Tennessee communicate with the At- 

through this town. The 
arrangements for carrying 
the long contemplated im- 
rovements connecting the James and 
mwha rivers, are likely to affect 
trade and prosperity of the place; 
whether prosperously or adverse- 
_ f time must develope. In the year 
1832, a charter was obtained for “the 
Lynchburg and New River Rail Road 








Company, and a large amount of 
stock taken. Circumstances caused 
the abandonment of that undertaking; 

Lynchburg 

reat- 


yet so 
to secure it 
est extent, 
waters of 
James river 
prise that ou 
of. One of the 
Union will find 
route to the Atlantic 

The staple article of trade in 
burg is tobacco: for the in~ r _ 
and storage of which there are in 
ferent parts of the town, 7 
honses. So fertile and 
were—and in a measure, still are 
the tobacco lands of the country 
ing to Lynchburg, that in re 
the quantity inspected, the place 
long been the largest tobacco market 
in the world. 







The following is a tabular view of the statistics of the Tobacco Trade of 
Lynchburg for the last 12 years , including a statement of the inspec¬ 
tions at Richmond and Petersburg: 


For the year ending 
Oct. 1st, 
1822, 

1823, 



LYNCHBURG. 

Passed. Refused. 


10185 

1750 

14061 

3057 

12457 

1790 

14817 

1957 

11506 

1649 

16127 

2465 

13285 

2621 

10981 

1946 

11926 

3539 

11842 

3743 

9906 

3909 

7957 

2173 


RICHMOND. 


Passed. 

Refused. 

7314 

2393 

7716 

4561 

8216 

3808 

9254 

3041 

8669 

3070 

11142 

5087 

10196 

7407 

7970 

4626 

8360 

7007 

8939 

7419 

5639 

5494 

4868 

4617 


PETERSBURG. 

Passed. Refused 

13133 4527 

10628 3352 

8710 2309 

5866 2067 

1479 1482 
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Modncet «8ovd the surest fuaTaniee 
fer the ipmmmmt 
market town. 

The Lynchburg branch of the 
Bank of Virginia has a capital of 
9300,000, and that of the Farmers’ 
Sink of Virginia, a capital of 





two Savings 
Banks, paving interest on deposites. 
The beneficial effects of these admi- 
rnble institutions are widely felt. 

The most important Benevolent 

g are, a Bible 
to the American 
instituted in the year 
1815;—a Colonization Society, insti¬ 
tuted in 1826, which has been instru¬ 
mental in sending out many people of 
color as colonists to Liberia,— and a 
numerous and influential Temperance 
















has no incorporated 
seminary ol learning. The business 
of education is left entirely to indi¬ 
vidual enterprise. There is a good 
classical and mathematical school, se¬ 
veral schools for both sexes, and others 

for young ladies exclusively-of 

which one is furnished with an exten¬ 
sive and costly Philosophical Appa¬ 
ratus. 

The town labors under the reproach 

of having no public library. 

In addition to the “ Lynchburg Vir¬ 
ginian,” a semi-weekly paper of long 
standing, another, also semi-weekly, 
has lately been established. 

The town was established in the 
year 1786, but so slow was its pro- 
gress that in 1793, it contained but 
five houses. The charter of incorpo- 
ration was obtained in 1805. Popu¬ 
lation in 1830, 4,630, including 12 
resident attorneys, and 15 practising 
physicians. 

Marysville, P. V. 147 m’s. S. 
W. by W. of R., and 225 from W., 

rt of the county, 

, and 15 
., in a thick- 


in 

20 m s. S. 
in’s. 8. of 
ly settled and 
on Seneca creek 






above its 


Staunton river. It ecu 
ling houses, 1 morc&n- 
mnnufacturing flour mill, 
and various mechanics. 


tile stores, 
a 

Seneca cree 

by the 

© 

can now come 
ation 50. 

Moremax’s 
W.. and 143 
New London 
border of Ga 
W. and 131 from 
is an incorporated tow 
Lynchburg and Salem 
m’s. S. W. of the former, 
of the latter. It contains 
houses, 2 mercantile stores, 
and 1 handsome Methodist 
house, a rope walk, blacksmith 
wheelwright, tanyard, and 2 
The New London Academy i 
ated a mile W. of the town. At 
stitution a student may be prepared 
enter any of the colleges or Univer¬ 
sities with credit. There were in 
1834, 50 pupils:—the buildings con¬ 
sist of a handsome anti commodious 
Vcademy, a presidents’ house, and a 
large brick church well enclosed. 
The Bedford and Campbell Agricul¬ 
tural Society , holds its meetings at 
New London. There is a merchant 
mill on Buffalo creek, about half a 
mile west of the town, and another 
about the same distance south, both 
on a very extensive scale, 
tion 100. 

New London was 
year 1750, and about the time 
American revolution containe 
haps thrice its present number 
habitants. There wa: 
ed at this place a United 
ry, and its artisans, w 
been removed to 
Five or six 
were largely en 
about the commencement 
lution, refused 
giance 
and left 
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CAROLINE. 







Caroline was created by the House of Burgesses, in 
the language of the act) “ on the heads of Essex, King and 

The first court was held under a commission from Go¬ 
vernor Gooch, in May 1728.— It is bounded N. by the Rappahannock 

separates it from King George, N. W. by same river separating it 
Stafford,—N. E. by Essex, — E. and S. E. by King and Queen, and 
King William,— S. S. W. by the Pamunkey, which separates it from Han¬ 
over,— and W. by Spottsylvania.—Its shape is nearly a parallelogram, in 
length 30 miles from N. E. to S. W. and in breadth 20; —area 600 sq. ms. 
—lit. 37° 4' to 38° 16' N. and long. 0° 2' to 0° 43' W. of W. C.—The 
surface is much broken, and the soil presents great variety. 

The Rappahannock and Pamunkey are on the borders of this county, 
and the Mattapony runs a little south of its centre, the low grounds of these 
rivers are admirably adapted to the culture of Indian corn, wheat, and to¬ 
bacco, — indeed for the first they are said to be the best lands in the state.— 
principal villages are Bowling Green and Port Royal, and its Academies 
Rappahannock and Concord. Caroline was formerly divided into three 

Drysdale and St. Mary’s, created in 1727, and St. Margarett’s, in 
, in each of which a church was placed, only St. Margaretts remains: 
—but there are many other churches and meeting houses in the county, 
which belong principally to the prevailing denomination—the Baptist. The 
eople are religious, anti remarkable for their wealth, hospitality and 

was the birth place of the republican John Taylor 
Edmund Fendleton, and the chivalric General 
ford. PoDulation, 1820, 18,008—in 1830, 17,744. 

circuit, and third district. Taxes paid in 1 
71—lands, $2355 22—on 



















-11 studs, $133 00—on 71 
carryalls, $97 25—218 gigs, $121 
in educating poor children 
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opalian 
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the (reform - 
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coach and wagon 
lacksmiths, 1 tan- 
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and shoe factories ; 
one for each 
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bacco factory, 
and a grist and saw 
tion 21 w 
scenery around 
country healthy; 
adapted to 
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are two mineral 
borhood, su 
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Jemap, P. O. 

68 from W. C. 

Mill Farm, P. 

R. and 93 S. of W. 

Oxford, P. CX 33 ms, 

100 from W. 

Port Royal, P. V. on 
hannock opposite Port Conway in 
King George, 59 ms. from R. and 78 
from W.—on the S. side of the river 
22 ms. below Fredericksburg. It 
one of the oldest towns in Virginia, 










sex; i wen organized Sunday 
school, and I temperance society; al¬ 
so a female benevolent association, 
which has a fair annually, the profits 
of which are appropriated to benevo* 
lent 

This village is located on a beauti¬ 
ful level green, ornamented with fine 
trees; it derives its present name from 

the nature of its location, its original 

name was New Hope .—The seat of] and was rapidly declining until a few 
county justice was removed to this 
place in 1805. The railroad now 
under contract between Fredericks¬ 
burg and Richmond, is expected to 
make this village a place of consider¬ 
able trade.—A line of stages running'a tanner, saddler, carriage maker, 
N. and 8. pass here twice a day ; and] and shipbuilder. Population in 1830, 
two cross mails from E. to W.—Thej 600; 2 of whom are attorneys, 
surrounding country is remarkable! physicians, 
for its healthiness and fertility, pro-J Port Royal Was created 

g abundantly all the staples of] the House of Burgesses in 1744. 
Population 317 persons,! possesses a fine harbor, which 
are attorneys, ana 2 phy ; admits vessels drawing eleven 


years past, but is now improving, 
contains 236 houses, 2 houses of pub¬ 
lic worship, 1 method ist and 1 Epis¬ 
copalian, 6 mercantile stores, ana. I 
merchant mill. The mechanics are 
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County Courts are held on the 2d 
in every month :—Quarterly 
in March, June , August , and No - 
vember . 

JVdov Lomax holds his Circuit 

Law and Chancery 

on me 1st oj may , and 10 th of Sep- route between 
Umber. I Baltimore. 
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CHAEL1I CITY. 

Charles City was one of the eight original shires into which Vir- 
was divided by the House of Burgesses in 1^34. It is bounded S. 
y lames river which separates it from Surry, Prince George, and Ches 
terfield,-—E. by the Chickahominy, which separates it from James 
N. by the same river separating it from New Kent, and W. by 
Length 26 miles, mean breadth 8; area 208 sq. miles: extending 
37° 9* to 37° 28* N. and long. 0° 5’ E. to 0° 22' W. of W. C.— The 
lace of the county is rolling. — This county being so advantageously situ¬ 
ated on tide water, transacts its mercantile business directly with the large 
cities, and hence has not given growth to the number of little villages, with 
which many of our counties are crowded. Population 1820, 5255— in 
1830> 5500.—Six attorneys, five regular physicians, and sundry Thomso- 
nians reside in the county. There are 2 Episcopal, I Quaker, 3 Baptist, 
and 4 Methodist churches in the county; also 1 classical academy, and seve¬ 
ral inferior schools; 7 mercantile stores, 1 asylum for the poor, 5 grist mills, 
2 saw mills, and various mechanics. Taxes paid in 1833, §1397 84— in 
1834, on land, §798 88—1579 slaves, §394 75'—836 horses, 
studs, |I52 00 — 33 coaches, $8 1 50 —8 carryalls, $8 00 — 45 gigs, 

Total §1413 74. —In the primary schools no operations. 
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near the centre of the county 30 ms. 

of R. and 152 from W.-— 
The only buildings are the court 

jail, a tavern, 
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CHARLOTTE 


Charlotte 
Lunenburg 
Staunton 
which 






On 








a part of 
washed by 
the line 
highlands 














by the Legislature in 
Southwestern border ol 
separates it from Halifax. 

Charlotte from Campbell runs on 
waters flowing wcstwardly into 

On the N. and N. E. 

Prince Edward, runs on a ridge of 

north and northeastwardly into the 
itaunton river. On the E. and S. E. the 
from Lunenburg, runs on a ridge w 
southeastwardly into the Meherrin, and 
streams of Staunton. On the S. the line which 
Mecklenburg, runs on a ridge, which gives rise to water 
into the Meherrin and northwestwardly into Bluestone. 

€«JP mj 

22 miles, mean breadth 18, and area GOO sq. miles: extending in 

36° 41' to 37° 16' N. and in long, from 10° 33' to 2° 05’ W. of 

Charlotte county contains by actual surveys as entered on the commission¬ 
er's books, about 310,000 acres of land, valued, together with buildings, 
under the equalizing laws, to something near 2,275,000 dollars; the aver¬ 
age price per acre under that calculation including buildings is $8 75. 
The buildings being valued at nearly 356,000 dollars; the average price 
per acre wihout the buildings is about @7 60. —The census taken in the 
year 1830, gives to the county, 15,252 souls—shewing about 20 acres to 
each individual in the county. 

The general surface of the county is greatly diversified with hills anti 
vales, embracing every variety of soil, and is watered by numerous creeks 
and rivulets all tributary to Staunton river, except the head branches of the 

Meherrin, on the E. and S. E. The principal streams of Charlotte flow¬ 
ing into Staunton and its tributaries, are the following. 

The first, beginning in the western part of Charlotte, is Turnip Creek , 
the head waters of which rise in the neighborhood of the Red House, near 
the Campbell line, it runs south and enters Staunton river just above 
Ferry. This is not a large stream, yet it aflbrds considerable 
flat land, especially at and near its mouth. It is from 15 to 






are 
and near 
aflbrds 



The next in order, proceeding southeastwardly is Cub 

which are in Campbell county; from the place 
its junction with Staunton, the distance i 
many tributary streams ;—those on the wes 
1 House. Turkey Cork and Louse Creek , 
streams, the last is from 10 to 12 

with Cub creek, a little above 
c bottom lands. Those on 

and Terry's creek. Cub creek 
c and valuable portion of the 
quantity of rich bottom land an 
various kinds of grain, and in 
quality. It enters Staunton river 




streams waters a 
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ing tobacco 
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very 
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it is from 






upper 











Ferry, 

enters Staunton just 
ength. 

Little Roanoke; which rises in 
Prince Edward line, and runs 
into Staunton river about 4 miles 
in length. This stream 
the lower end of Charlotte, as w 
It is a low, flat and sluggish stream, 
contains as much bottom land as any 
; particularly at its mouth; where 
including those on Staunton, of fully 
Lower Quarter , situated below its mouth, i 
tween 7 and 800 acres in one body. The principal 
Little Roanoke, on the west, is Wardsfork; which rises in 

Chickentown in the upper end, and with its tributaries, vv 
tobacco land in the county; indeed the lands on 
remarkable for their universal fertility. It flows into L. 
low bed at right angles— hence a large body of low grounds, 
in the interior of the county, was for a long time under water ana con¬ 
sidered irreclaimable. These grounds remained common until within a 
few years past, and were so injuiious to health as to be considered a public 
nuisance. About the year 1817 James W. Bouldin purchased a tract of 
land immediately in the fork, containing bottom lands on both streams, and 
commenced, reclaiming. About the year 1819 his brother Judge Bouldin 
purchased a tract above on L Roanoke, and commenced draining : the 
plan of draining as it relates to the courses and location, of the ditches on 
both purchases was laid out and executed under the direction of James W. 
Bouldin. By these means, certainly the largest, if not the finest body of 
grounds, in the neighborhood of the Courthouse, is, from a wilderness 
of bogs, mire and stagnant waters, rendered arable and comparatively 
healthy. 

The next tributary on the west is Hunnivant; which rises in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Edmond’s Store, and flows through a neighborhood of good 
land, into L. Roanoke, just above Dabbs’ Bridge. 

E. the first tributary stream is HelVs creek , 

much good bottom land, particularly towar 
Roanoke just below L Roanoke bridge, 
er are Spencer's and Spring creeks , rising 
separates Charlotte from Prince Edward 
before they flow into Little Roanoke, 
their mouth, [there is a large body of 
above, immediately on L. Roanoke, 
liable to inundations. Much 
recovery from water and to improve its quality, 
above and below it. 
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for their productions, 
which the late Judge Paul 
very valuable. The first 


are the Horseperts. They rise 
water a gTeat part of the southeast 
run through a body of as poor 
proach their mouths, the quantity 
after they unite the Horsepen 
enters L. Roanoke just above John 
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Creek is a tributary to this stream. It rises on 
Double Bridges in Lunenburg to Moseley’s 
neighborhood once of very fine lands, but much 
; it enters the Horsepen just below Bedford’s Bridge. 

L. Roanoke on the S. we come to Sandy Creek. In this portion 
county the soil and quality of the lands are essentially different from 
in other parts. The soil is universally sandy or gravelly, and upon 
a slight view, it would appear to those who lived on lands of a different 
texture, to be very unproductive; but it is known to be as productive for 
all kinds of grain and grass as any in the county, similarly situated, and 
of late years tobacco is produced of fine quality by judicious cultivators. 
Those who live on these lands, say that they vegetate quickly, are soon 
exhausted, but revive speedily, when proper measures are used. Several 
valuable plantations lie on Sandy Creek, near its mouth. It is a short 
stream, and enters Staunton a little above Moseley’s Ferry. 

After leaving Sandy Creek, the county becomes very narrow to its 
southern extremity, a ridge running between Bluestone and Staunton to its 
termination. The first tributary, to Staunton after leaving Sandy Creek, is 

This stream rises in the neighborhood of Jeffrey’s Store and 
runs into Staunton river, a few miles below Moseley’s Ferry. 

The next are CargiVs and Hogan! s Creeks. Two small streams water¬ 
ing the extreme south of the county. Hogan’s Creek with its branches 
water some very valuable land. 

Bluestone affords to this county some very valuable land, origina 
fine, havins? a red clay foundation with mulatto soil. 

river gives to this county as much valuable 
county on its waters. On the western 
mouth of Falling river , lived and died 

His residence was on the termination 
Charlotte from Campbell. It is 
very handsome southern view of 
, estimated at 500 acres. It is now 
The remains of the orator and 
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Clark’s Ferry, i 
of Roanoke. Proceeding 
outhern stage road, when 
road leads up a 
county, dignified by the name 
buildings, late the residence of 
literally in the woods; for there is 
—they consist of two plain wooden 
on a floor, within a few 
, which he mostly occupied, is entered throu 
, the roof of which is supported by unhewn 
from the forest. Notwithstanding the simplicit 
appearance of these buildings, within the furniture, 
and library corresponded with the elevated characted of t 
sentially rich but plain. A few steps to the west of the front 
Hinder a large pine tree, is interred the body of that Man, whose inimitable 
uence once electrified the people of the United States, and whose fame 
almost reached the remotest bounds of the civilized world. 

Immediately below Mr Randolph’s, near the junction of the L. Roanoke 
with Staunton river, on an elevated and beautiful site, stands the residence 
of the late Judge Paul Carrington, Sen. It is now the property of his 
youngest son. Judge Carrington was a member of the bar of the county 
of Charlotte, when the county court was organized in the year 1765, he had 
been a practising lawyer and a member of the House of Burgesses, when 
this county was a pari of Lunenburg. After the British Governor, Lord 
Dunmore, had abdicated the government of Virginia, a convention met 
in Richmond in the year 1775, to organize a provincial form of govern¬ 
ment and plan of defence for the colony. This plan of defence was sub¬ 
mitted by tnem to a committee of public safety. Paul Carrington was one 
hat committee. He subsequently became a Judge of the Court 
s, in which office he remained until a few years previous to his 
After leaving the lands at the mouth of the L. Roanoke, the 
and quality of the low grounds decrease, so far as the county of Char 
reaches on the river. 

Upon a general view of the soil , it may be said, that it is 

of the wood, on the streams and hill sides 
sides much exhausted, yet the bottom 
more especially where they are, in the hands 

ridges contain the only forests, and they are mostly 
only for their timbers. These remarks 
tracts in possession of large 
some good bottom and high 
Cub creek and Wardsfork. 
say with confidence, that it is 
exhausted lands, originally 
are recoverable, and can 
, it is confidently hoped 
in agriculture may prevail, which will effect 
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The County Court has lately purchased land and erected 

from the C. H. for the accommodation of the pool 
are 6 males, and 9 females. This arrangement is ex 
the poor rates of the county, 
great men who have resided in Charlotte, 
men which she has produced, operating by their example 
and exertions upon an intelligent community, have given to Charlotte boh 
ciety a tone of dignified and lofty sentiment, not often met with, and not 
soon to be laid aside. 

Two Agricultural Societies have lately been formed in the county; ill 
at Charlotte C. H., the other near Wyliesburg in the lower end. These 
societies embrace the most wealthy and enterprising citizens of their re¬ 
spective neighbourhoods. 

The Main Western Road , from the east, leading by Prince Edward C. 
II. enters this county near the sources of Spring creek, after entering the 
county, the main or right branch crosses Cub creek at Harvey’s bridge, 
thence by the Red House to Lynchburg and Campbel C. H. The left 
leads on by Rough creek church, crosses Cub creek, at Rawlins’ bridge, 
after which it "branches; the right goes on the ridge, on. the head waters of 
Louse creek and Turkey cock, and intersects with a road leading from 
Cole’s ferry, by the Red House, to Lynchburg. The left , at Rawlins’ 
bridge, leads on by Chappel’s shop, and Gaines 1 ; crosses Louse creek at 
Dennis’, thence to Fuqua’s store—after which it again branches: the first 
right leads on to Hat creek in Campbell, the next to Booker’s ferry and 
Red hill, crossing Turnip creek at Oliver’s, just below Bruce’s mill. The 
left to Cole’s ferry. 

The next road that enters the county from the east by Prince Edward 
C. H. is the main southern stage road — it enters the county near the head 
waters of L. Roanoke, crosses that stream at L. Roanoke 
Dunnevant, at Spencer’s, thence to Charlotte C. //., a little above 

right leading across Woodsfork to Price’s 

the right leading to White’s tavern, where a 
;e. where it intersects with the main western 
leads to the road leading from Rough 
to Cole’s ferry. The left above Charlotte 
itage road, and leads to Morton’s 
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enters the county from the east, is one tnat crosses 
in Lunenburg; it enters the county near Hayleysburg, 
store, to Brigdewater’s, near which place it branches, 
the ridge separating the waters of Meherrin from a 
the Bluestone, to Mack Goode’s. The rieht or main road at 
leads by Leciprus’ store, and M’Car 

right leads across Sandy creek 
leads to Callicote’s, thence to Brook’s where it intersect; 
erry road, to Jeffries’ store, to Blank’s ferry, 

^ ville, in Mecklenburg. Population in 1820, 

Charlotte belongs to the 9th judicial circuit, and 5th 
" in 1833, $4,239 97—in 1834, on land, $22,177 
3569 horses, $214,14 12, studs, $280 
24 carryalls, $24—99 gigs, $57 85. Total $4,361 
educating poor children in 1832, $360 16—in 1833, 
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Finewood, P. V. 114 m’s. S. W. 




, and 205 from W., situated in 
the lower end of the Co. on the wa¬ 
ters of Bluestone creek, on the road 
leading from Charlotte C. H. to Boyd- 
ton, Randolph Macon College, (Ac. in 
Mecklinburg, in a fertile and healthy 
neighbourhood. 

Friend’s Grove, P. V. 195 S. S. 
W. of W., and 104 S. W. of R., 7 

m’s. E. of the C. H., and 4 from 
Keysville. It contains 1 mercantile 

afore, a tobacco factory giving employ¬ 
ment to 30 hands, and a blacksmith 









Harvey’s Store, P. O. 108 m’s. 

., and 199 from W. 
MARYSVILLE, P. O. and Seat 

m’s. S. E. of Lynch- 
S. W. of R., and 187 
from W. in lat. 37° 03’, N. long. 1° 
52’ W. of W. C., situated on the 
main southern stage road, on a ridge 
between Little Roanoke and its tribu¬ 
tary Wardsfork, about 4 m’s. from 





contains a large C. H. built on a 
furnished by Mr. Jefferson, a jail 
stories, with a jailor’s house, also of 2 
stories, immediately in front of it; 
of brick except the jail, which is of 
ponderous hewn stone:—besides these, 
the village contains 40 dwelling 
houses, a Baptist and a Presbyterian 
house of worship, 2 well kept taverns, 
5 mercantile stores, I classical and 1 
common school, a temperance society, 
and a bible society hold their quarter¬ 
ly and annual meetings in this place. 
The mechanics , are a tanner, 3 sad¬ 
dlers, and 2 tailor shops both of which 
employ a number of hands, 3 black¬ 
smiths, 4 wagon makers 
of which employ 8 or 
1 carriage maker, 1 
boot and shoe factories 
ral house carpenters 
The mail is delivered 
Population 475 
are attorneys, an 

County Courts are he 







settlement was 
settled here—within a 
T. Bouldin, deceased, 
resides his mother, 
advanced of 82 , 
if resides at the same 


The Public Square ' Monday in every 
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store, is one of the oldest settlements in this county; the 
Col. Thomas Bouldin, who removed from Maryland, and 
ew hundred yards of this place was buried the late Thomas 
here are buried also his father and grand father. Here also 
of the late governor Tyler, active and healthy at the 
Seldom does it occur in this country, that the same iami- 
for so long a time. 
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Superior 
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Avgust and Not cm- 
, holds his Circuit 
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September. 
O. 108 m’s. 







Keysville, P, V. on the head of 

m’s. S. W. of R. 
and 190 from W. It contains 7 dwel- 
houses, 1 mercantile store, a tav¬ 
ern, 2 wagon makers employing ma¬ 
lty hands, 2 blacksmiths, 1 boot and 
nhoe factory, an excellent wool-card- 

on an extensive scale, 
and a cotton gin. Population 70. 
Red House, P. O. 112 m’s. S. W. 

194 from W. 

Rough Creek Church, P. O. 
105 m's. S. W. of R., and 196 from 
W., situated 9 m’s. W. of the C. H. 
between Cub creek, and its tributary 
Rough creek: at this place there are 
2 stores, a Presbyterian church, a 
blacksmith and tailor, several private 
dwellings, and a resident physician. 
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WYL1ESBURG, P. 

R. f and 222 from W., situate 
road leading from the 
to Moseley’s ferry, 

C. H. It contains at this time t 
a blacksmith, and a resident 
sician. This is a place 
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a fer- 
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for the lower end , as Rough creek 

church is for the upper end of the 
county. The road leading by Char - 
lotte C. H , and Reed’s mill to Clark’s 
ferry, is the dividing line of these 2 
divisions. 


CHESTERFIELD. 

Chesterfield was created by the House of Burgesses in 1748, from 
a part of Henrico. It is bounded N. by the James which separates it from 
Henrico, and Charles City,—E. S. E. by the Appomattox, which separate# 
h from Prince George,—S. and S. W. by the same river, separating it from 

S. and Amelia S. W.—and W. N. W. by Powhatan. Extreme 
the junction of Appomattox with James, to the western angle 
mean breadth 12,— area 456 square miles. Lat. 37 
. 0° 22' to 1° 05’ W. of W. C.—'The surface 
except on the rivers.— The most profitable 




_is county, from James river to the coal mines 

We suhjoin an account of these mines from the 
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ness and 
fudge, the 
306 feet above 
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are on the south side of James 
of Richmond. At this city the granite 
the bed of the river, and affor< 
road to the Chesterfield mines, 
mines. The country is rolling, 
yet good husbandry would 
e vat ion is gradual to the w 

mouth of the 

HP 

in James river. 

about a mile square, there have been sere* 
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ral mines 




seven or eight are now wrou 

, and is from two 




rock 
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iron, mm 





is not 
to four hunt- 
e sand 


This 



















many 

dred and fifty feet thick. 

atone—rather hard and some of it sparkling with chrystalize 

a bluish clay in a state of considerable 
of these last two are so 
eminated, that they soon decompose in 
)f the lime rock, nor as yet of the 
is doubtful, however, whether they have reached the 
mation. At the bottom of one of the shafts, the floor upon w 
rests is called granite—but from the description of the 

of the seinite rocks. 

“The coal here is bituminous. The basins appear to 

a in of the faults and troubles in them. The 

from a few inches to several feet in thickness^-one has been 

eet thick. The dip rarely exceeds forty-five degrees. Wooldridge 
the deepest and the only one which has a steam engine to raise 
coal and the water out of the pit. The others employ mules. T 
are worked day and night, except Sundays—when the water is 
often as necessary to keep the works below from being flooded 
cut from the foot of the shafts, and some of those have been carried out seve¬ 
ral hundred yards. These are said to be from ten to twenty feet wide, 
from five to twenty or thirty feet high. Mules are employed in the mines 
to draw the coal to the foot of the shafts. These are fed and stabled in the 
chambers of the mine. Nevertheless, they keep fat. And what is certainly 
not a little remarkable to a novice, these mines abound in rats. They go 
clown, it seems, on the ropes, attracted into these tartarean abodes by the 
provisions and provender, which are sent down for the negroes and mules. 
The negroes prefer this to labor in the field. 

“All these mines raise about two hundred tons of coal in each tw 
four hours. This coal is sent daily, (Sundays excepted,) in a team of se¬ 
venty to a hundred cars, over a fine rail-way thirteen miles, to the river. 

“There are several valuable coal mines on the north side of James river 
the western part of Henrico county. Coal has likewise been 
in Goochland and Powhatan counties.” 

Chesterfield belongs to the seventh judicial circuit, and 
Population in 1820, 18,003—in 1830, 18,637. Taxes paid in 183 
31 —in 1834, on lots $292 31—land, §2572 88—on 5266 slaves, 

horses, §188 64—12 studs, §390 00—123 coaches 

46 carryalls, §52 00—234 gigs, $133 
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eating small arms and other muni¬ 
tions of war. Immediately adjacent 
to the Arsenal, is Bellona Foundry\ 

Clarke, who 
past has been 
under an annual 

—The 
ace are said to be 
by any made 
n consequence 
continuous expense and incon¬ 
venience of transportation to and from 
arsenal—of the extreme difficulty 




4 Lynchburg stage passes every 
in the week. 





unsur 
in 








retaining the mechanics 
necessary for an arsenal of construc¬ 
tion—of the unsafe condition of the 

a point, where from its 

contiguity to the coal pits, a greater 
number of negroes could be collected 

few hours, than at any other place 
commonwealth, and of the re¬ 
puted unhealthiness of the place, 
order 'has lately been issued for aban¬ 
doning the post and removing the 
troops and property to Fort Monroe 
at Old Point Comfort. 

CoLESVILLK, P. O. 36 ms. S. W. 
of R and 158 from W. in the.S. W. 
angle of the county. 

Goodsbridge, P. O. 38 ms. S. W. 
and 160 from W. 


from R 



W. and 1 
ated on 



margin 

opposite to 
united by Mayo's 
rapids. It contains 
2 houses of worship, 1 
the other Baptist, 2 common schools, 
6 grocery stores, 1 cotton seed ail 
its isolated location, of mill, 1 cotton factory , with a capital 

of §70,000, 8 tobacco manufactories, 
1 poor asylum, and 1 merchant mill. 
The principal mechanical pursuits 
are, house-carpentry, cabinet making, 
(to considerable extent,) coach making, 
blacksmith’s work, &c. Population 
1500 persons; of whom two are at* 
torneys, and three physicians. 

The Chesterfield and Manchesior 
Rail Road connects the strata of bitu¬ 
minous coal on James river, with its 
tide water, at Manchester;—It extends 
13$ miles in a single track, with se¬ 
veral turn-outs, and 1$ mile branch* 
roads to the coal beds. —The compa¬ 
ny was incorporated by the Legisla¬ 
ture in 1829, commenced work in 
( January, 1830, and was opened for 
Hallsboro’, P. V. 17 ms. from! use in July, 1831. This road was 
R. and 139 from W. — situated on the; so profitable as to afford a dividend of 

iam road leading from Rich-j ten per cent, to the stockholders 
mond to Lynchburg, 15 ms. from! in the first six months; —A result 
Scottsville in Powhatan county,— in a] which Isas not been equalled by any 
healthy and pleasant neighborhood improvement in the United States, 
’ vicinity is rather poor, perhaps in the 

to the culture ofl the road was 








It contains several] including wagons, 
large Baptist meet-; whole disbursement 


called “Bethel ”)a large, 
convenient tavern, a 
mercantile store, and a common school. 
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CULPEPER 










em an 








from a 


the Legislature in 
. E. by the North Fork 
it from Fauquier N. and Stafford 
river, which separates it 
S. W. by Orange,—W. 

We give its dimensions a 
Rappahannock, and expecting to receive 
latter by the time it comes to press, 
extent of Culpeper may be ascertained 
the junction of Rapid Ann and Rappahannock to its north 
Blue Ridge 42 miles,—mean breadth 16, 
extending in lat. from 38° 15' N. and long, from 
26' W. of W. C.—We do not as yet know precisely to what 
the eastern boundary of Rappahannock extends. Besides its two 
streams, Culpeper is watered by a number of creeks and rivers 
E. into the Rappahannock, S. E. into the Rapid Ann; but the former being 
much longer, indicates the general slope of the county to be in that direc¬ 
tion, the chief of them is Aestham river which rises in Madison and crosses 
Culpeper; and next in importance, Mountain creek, which rises near the 
Ma dison line, flows nearly parallel to Hazel, branch of Aestham river, 
empties like it into the Rappahannock. The surface is finely diversified 
with hill and dale, and contains large bodies of excellent land; of the same 
general character which pervades the counties generally on the eastern foot 
of the Blue Ridge. Population in 1820, 20,942—1830, 24,027. Culpe¬ 
per belongs to the 11th judicial circuit, and sixth district. Taxes paid in 
1833, $3309 95—in 1834, on lots, $136 40- -land, $1930 29—on 3222 
slaves, $805 50—3119 horses, $187 14—9 studs, $122 00—43 coaches, 

-33 carryalls, $40 75 — 16 gig*s, $9 10. Total $3330 94. 
Amount expended in educating poor children in 1832, $1012 93—in 1834, 
$735 01. 

Historical Sketch.— Culpeper county , at all times respectable, 
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distinguished in the revolutionary war, for the services of her 
ward Stevens, her John Green, and her gallant Minute Men, w 
Mr. Randolph said, in one of his speeches in the United States 
“were raised in a minute, armed in a minute, marched in a minute 
in a minute, and vanquished in a minute;” —was first created in 
of a part of the county of Orange. Every thing therefore of a 

the present county, must be sought either in 
which Orange was taken in 1734, 
w'as taken in 1720; or lastly, in 
which was divided in 1692; and Essex 
out of it; with a direction that the 

Rappahannock, prior to that division, which was in 
should be kept in Essex.—In 1793, Madison was taken 
in 1833, she was still further reduced in importance 

and extent ‘ 
in it 
from w 
which it 
daries of 











assembly, which created a new county and revived 
Rappahannock, with this difference, that it is now' the soil 
valuable stream derives its sources, instead of that through 
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it and 

to say w 

r line of Rappahannock 
eper counties upon the 
run thence with the line of said countie 

’s (Hughes’s) river, above 
rivers; thence with Hugh’s 
rivers; thence to a bend in 
Castle; thence to Horner’s mill upon 
and thence with the lines of the borderin 
Unluckily Hughes’s river crosses the Madison 
eper, at the point which seems to 
ion, in the natural construction of the w 
, and recrosses into Madison, —making a sort 
een the river and the county line —and then some 
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it is. The 
44 at the cot-* 
Blue Ridge of 

where 
Hugh’s 
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crosses again into Culpeper, at a point still above the junction 
Hazel. In the natural construction of the language, Culpeper still retains 

over soil that is thus entirely detached from tne body of the 
county, and which for convenience sake ought to belong to Rappahannock. 
The commissioners for running and marking the county line have perform¬ 
ed their duty fully, as it seems to us, and yet have not touched this ques¬ 
tion; which will perhaps occasion some difficulty, in various ways, unless 
the assembly shall interpose to make it clearly a part of the one or the other 
county. 

Culpeper, in its original shape, comprehended all “the debateable 
ground* betweeen the Crown of England and Lord Fairfax, that lay on 
the eastern side of the Blue Ridge, and was formerly the subject of a very 
interesting controversy, that deserves still to be remembered for the expla¬ 
nation it affords of some things, which otherwise would be inexplicable. 
Charles the Second, while a fugitive from his kingdom, granted to Lord 
Hopton and others “all that entire tract of land, situated within the heads 

rivers Rappahannock and Quiriough or Potomac, the courses of the 




said rivers, as they are commonly called and known by the inhabitants 
descriptions of those parts, and Chesapeake bay, together with the ri 
thnmsplves. and all the islands within the hanks of them:” and on the 



rivers 




themselves, and all the islands within the banks of them;” and on 
of May, 16G9, after his restoration, and after that patent had been 

order that he might regrant the lands with alterations,” 
lame tract of country to the Earl of St. Albans and 
These afterwards sold their right to Lord Culpeper; and James the 

year of his reign, but after lie had in fact ceased 
i, and granted the same tract to the 
orover. Such was the origin of the proprietary title to the 
Virginia:—but if any doubt as to its 






existed, it 





removed, not only by universal acquiescence during 
t, but by solemn decisions of the highest judicial 
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commonwealth after the establishment 
government here. From Lord Culpeper this magni 
to his heir, Lord Fairfax; who (or his descendant, w 
nobility) afterwards removed to Virginia, and made it 
the proprietors of the Northern Neck thus owned, 
the Rappahannock, from its head to the hay 
mac, from 
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within those 
in the first settlements, 

were to apj 

the Rappahannock was a well defined 

to lie on the north or 
Proprietary or the Crown 
river extended towards the mountains 
the confluence, a short distance 
now the extremity of Culpeper county 
nearly equal in magnitude, that it mi 
to the “head” of the Rappahannock, 
that might well dispute among 
main branch of that arm of the river, has its source 
the Blue Ridge, and in its whole course from 
Great Fork of the Rappahannock, (as it is called 
Little Fork, formed above by the junction of this 
river,) separates the present counties of Fauquier, 

Stafford, on the north, from Rappahannock and 
The other, formed in like manner, has its source at 
m me Blue Ridge where the four counties of Orange, Madison, Roc 
ham and Shenandoah meet; and in its whole course from thence to its con¬ 
fluence with the former, it separates the present counties of Orange, and 
a very small extent) Spottsylvania on the south, from Madison and Cul¬ 
peper on the north. If the latter were the main branch of the Rappahan¬ 
nock, and consequently the boundary of the proprietary tract,—grants of all 
the lands lying in what—from 1748 to 1793—was Culpeper co. (and now 
makes the three counties of Culpeper, Madison and Rappahannock,) were 
to be obtained from the proprietors of the Northern Neck: if the former, 
then from the Crown. And by drawing one line on the map of the state, 
from Fairfax’s store, at the head of the North Branch of the Potomac, on 
the Back Bone of the Alleghany mountains, between the counties of 
and Randolph, to the former,—and another from the same point to 
ter. (head of the Rappahannock,) it will be found that the title depended 

same considerations, to a larger tract of country on the western 
•idle of the Blue Ridge, than even these three counties on the eastern. 

As early as the year 1705, upon the presentation of a patent 
within the limits of this debateable ground,—to be signed hy 

royal government in this colony,—the agent 
Northern Neck objected to it—and thereupon an 
that neither the Crown or the proprietor 
until the dispute should be settled, 
chosen should view the two branches 
before described. They were 
streams appeared to be of 
ng themselves Wood’s trustee 
certified the same thing. 

government seems to have treated the territory on 
North Fork of the Raonahannock, rising at Che 

, an act of assembly wa 
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And in 1734, 
directed that all that 
g line thereby establi 
, (as it was then called,) nor 
westerly by the utmost 
into one distinct county, 
county of Orange. In 1748, 
of Orange , which created the county 
and until the creation of Rappahannock in 1833, Culpeper 

Fork and to Chester’s Gap; and in fact, in 
county of Culpeper, it is found, that the 
usually granted in the name of the King- 
name of Lord Fairfax. In 1733 that lord obtained from the Kin 

colonial government to appoint commissioners to 
the boundaries* and to issue no more patents for lands lying 
within the contested districts* until the dispute was ended; but these instruc- 
were not communicated to the governor and council until 1730. In 
year Lord Fairfax arrived in the colony with the instructions; and in 
course of that and the succeeding year, a survey, in pursuance of them, 
was made of the Northern Neck, by the commissioners, who, differing in 
opinion, made separate reports; which, in 1733, were referred to the com¬ 
mittee of the council (in England) for plantation affairs, upon whose report, 
the King, on the 11th of April 1745, determined that all the lands contained 
between the head springs of the Potomac and the south branch of the Rap¬ 
pahannock , as we have before described it,) and the mouths of the 2 rivers, 
belonged to Lord Fairfax. In the meantime the commissioners had made 
their reports to the colonial government, which, from the alarm thereby oc¬ 
casioned to the holders of lands within the unsettled limits,who had derived 
their titles from the Crown, produced remonstrances and counter petitions 
before the governor and council:—and they confirmed the survey and re¬ 
port, that were most favourable to Lord Fairfax, upon the terms, that he 
should establish all the grants that had been made by the Crown; to which 
effect an order was made by the Lord on the 2 1st of December 1738. The 
royal order in council, already mentioned, also recited that Lord Fairfax 
had consented, and indeed proposed, “ that all the grantees of lands under 
Crown within the boundaries aforementioned, should quietly enjoy 

g to their respective grants; and likewise to 
acts as should be thought necessary to confirm 

quiet possession of their said lands; and thereu 
government should not make any 
, or molest or disturb Lord Fairfax 
the lands contained therein; prov 
to the grants made of any part3 thereof 

essors, and that the Lord Fairfax 
mentioned. And in 1748, an 
form, and sanction and validity 
erly be called,—establishin 
y called Conway, as the 

boundary, and confirming the titles of grantees from 

whole of the land, on the eastern side of 
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ajestv, 
comply 
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to this conn- 
head spring of 
’s southern 

At the 
Blue Ridge, 
important and protracted controversy, 






was 
Culpeper 
At 




and 
same name 
at 






distinct county; and it was named after Lord 
then present proprietor, 
i county a town was established 
after the proprietor of the 
since to be the seat of j 
recently, by an act passed in 
C. H., jail, and clerk’s 
ings, an episcopalian and a presbyterian 
masonic hail built of wood, with a large 
immediate vicinity, belonging to the Bapt 

and laid out in a rectangular form, 

There are 3 taverns, besides some 
maker and jeweller’s shop, 2 saddlers, 4 
mantuamakers, 1 hatter, 3 blacksmiths, 2 carpenter 
net makers, 1 considerable establishment for making wagons 
another quite extensive for making coaches, carriages, &,c. The 

coaches, passes through this place. It contains also 7 
, 3 doctor’s shops, and a parsonage house, which the vestry 
Episcopal church have purchased, and the ladies have nearly paid for, 1 
that ingenious method of making much out of little, which has been latter 
practised with such general success — a fair. There are in the immediate 
vicinity of the town 3 schools, all on private foundations, and I -market 
house, also on private foundation:— 2 respectable tanyards are kept up in 
sight of the town. There is a printing establishment, from which issues a 
weekly paper, under the title of the Culpeper Gazette; and another very 
recently established, that sends forth weekly, The Messenger. 
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Amissville, P. O. 121 ms. from ms. from Fairfax , and 10 
R., and GO from W. Woodville, in Rappahannock. 

Colvin’s Tavern, P. O. 90 ms. contains a tavern, store, and black- 
R. f and 80 from W. smith shop. 

FAIRFAX, P. O. and scat of Jus - Jeffersonton, P. V. 
ms. N. W. of Fredericks-from R., and 61 S. S. W. 

S. W. of W. and 94 from R., ated near the right branch of the 


° 26', long. 1 . 04', W. of C. 

Courts are held on the 2 nd 
in every month:— Quarterly 
, August and Norem- 
Judge Field holds his Circuit 

Law and Chancery 
3rd of June and 4th of Novcm- 

e, on this page.] 
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R., and 
on the main 
ton’s Gap in 
Frederick 
former, 



U. 116 ms. from 


. 103 ms. from 
W., situated 















Blue 







pahannock, in the N. E. 
county, and on the 
route from Washington 
ville, Georgia. The to^ 
one street, and contains 4 
houses, 1 Baptist 
Female association, 
of educating young men for 
istry, 1 

scholars: also, 
taverns, 1 tany 

3 boot and shoe lactones, a wagon 
Thorn- maker, carriage maker, and 3 house 
e, to carpenters. Population 300; of whom 
the 2 are physicians. Let's Sulphur 
s latter, 8 Springs , a place of considerable resort 
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in summer 
fersonton. 
Locust 
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and 





y 2£ ms. from Jef-^ 

|R., and 75 
P. O. 86 ms. from Stevensburg 
. of W. lorn part of the 
ms. from R., and 83 ms. S. 

situated between 









Tavern, P. O, 
71 S. W. 










13 ms. from 

in the south-* 
ns. from R. 
beautifully 


, formerly Smith's Rappahannock river 
ms. from R. f and road from Fairfax 
situated on the stage,? ms. distant from 
road from Fredericksburg to Fairfax, from the latter. 

from each; in the goldfmg houses, 2 mercantile 
near some of the best mines 1 house of wor 

in Virginia. nominations. Population 

Racoon Ford, P. O., situated im- sons; of whom 2 are 

the banks of Rapid Ann, place was formerly much 
water above its confluence by inhabitants of the low 
Rappahannock, 30 W. of during the sickly seasons. 
Fredericksburg, 15 N. E. of Orange | Thornton’s Gap, P. O. 1*u ms. 

and 10 S. E. of Fairfax. It N. W. of R., and 10*2 ms. N< W. by 
8 dwelling houses, a mer- ; W. of W., situated in the westernjmrt 
cantile store, house of entertainment, of the county in the gap of the Blue 
merchant mill, grist mill, saw and Ridge. 

shingle mill, wool carding machinej Thompsonville, P. O. 104 ms. 
and cotton gin, boot and shoe factory, from R., and 75 S. W. by W. of W. 
a tailor, blacksmith, wagon maker,I It contains 7 dwelling houses, 2 houses 
and carriage maker. Population 35 of worship, 1 Baptist, and 1 free for 
whites, and 45 blacks. Total 80. jail denominations, 3 mercantile stores, 
Rexeville, P. O- 101 ms. from R.and 2 blacksmith’s shops; there are 
and 79 S. W. by W. of W ., situated 3 merchant mills in the vicinity. Pop- 
handsomely on a healthy, and high ulation 70. There is a 
position, in the midst of a fertile coun- society, which holds its meetin 
, on 1 of the north branches of the this place. 

ppahannock, and immediately on Waylandsburo, P, V. 102 ms. 

stage road, which leads from!from R. and 84 S. W. of W., situated 


C. H 
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Washington 
ms. 


to Charlottesville, 60 on Crooked Run, which separates 




the latter. It contains 12'Madison from Culpeper, 
houses, a mercantile store,j road between Fairfax 

entertainment, tanvard, H., 8 ms. W. of the former 


m yj 

cooper’s shop, wneel- 
and has a school 
This little 


the latter, and 8 N. 
H. It contains 18 
is a merchant mill 


improving, the vi-jand 1 a saw mill, 
by wealthy and 
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of Goochland 
Fluvanna, 






tox which 
ingham 

in * lat. 

W. C 

fey 

Till 

Buckin 
tc reeks. 









. by Buck- 
extending- 
40* W. of 
is drained 
Carters- 











from Amelia, 

ms*, mean breadth 10, and area 
7° 39' N. and long, from 1 
county is N. E., 
empties into the lames, a 
stream is navigable by boats to Curdsville, 

Buckingham.) This county 
in the upper part within 3 or 4 mi 
Bear branch empties into Willis’s river 
20 miles in the county empties 
12 miles long, and Green creek , about 
bottom lands;—and Little Gunea , 

Appomattox waters, and bounds the southern 
Powhatan to Buckingham, about 30 miles, and 
the north, by making a considerable bend, bounds 
same distance. 

The surface is undulating, and the soil productive. The s 
corn, wheat and tobacco. The latter has been considered the 
article, but of late the farmers have turned their attention more 
cultivation of wheat; by which the lands have much improved, and 
provement is still progressing. 

Iron and coal have recently been discovered, on the Appomattox, near 
Farmville. The prevailing religious sects , are Presbyterians, Baptists, and 
Methodiststhere are 10 houses of public worship, and 4 resident min- 
isters: — there are 4 flour manufacturing, and a number of grist mills in the 
county. Population 1820, 11,023—1830,11,690. Cumberland belongs 
to the 8th judicial circuit, and 4th district Taxes paid in 1833, $2,881 80, in 
*34, on lots, #59 13 — land, §1,458 19 — 3850 slaves, @962 50 —2,161 horses, 
111 29 66—7 studs, §134 —50 coaches, $123 15—34 carryalls, §46 55 — 
107 gigs, $68 70. Total @2,985 88. Expended in educating poor chil¬ 
dren in 1832, $376 73—in 1834, $196 38. 
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Ca Ira, P. V. in the W. part of)are annually received, a house of 





72 ms. S. W. of R., and 

W., situated 45 ms. E. N. 
E. of Lynchburg, on the N. side of 
Willis’s river,5 ms. W. of Cumberland 

of Farmville, and 18 
C.H. surround- 
Willis’s ri- 
to Curdsville, in 
. above this place, 
mouth. Ca Ira 

houses, 3 
000 
merchant 
to 30,000 
in the grinding sea- 
warehouse. at which 



Buckin 

mud 

•contains 
mercantile 
worth of 
mill, which 
bushels 
-son, a tobacco 
from 3 to 











ship free for all denomination 
verns, and a masonic hall :■ 
also among the mechanic 
2 wheelwrights, 2 
plough manufacturers. 

This village 
healthy, and n< 
two different occasion: this w 
buted to the 
ulacturing mi 
acres of 

rounded the village, and produced 
very severe bilious attacks. The 
dam has now been removed 2 ms. up 
the stream, and the water brought 

a navigable canal: the old 
been filled up, and Ms site 







cultivated, which yields immense 
crops to the owners; and health is re¬ 
stored to the village. Population 210. 
Three mails a week are received. 

Carters vi lle, P. V. on the right 
bank of James river, 47 ms. W. of R. 
and 122 from W., situated in a fertile 
and healthy country. It contains 50 


vicinity, free 







dwelling houses, 1 house of worship 
free for all denominations, a common 
school, a merchant mill, which grinds 
from 20 to 30,000 bushels of wheat 
annually, 5 mercantile stores, 3 gro¬ 
ceries, 2 builders of thrashing ma¬ 
chines, 2 tanyards, 1 saddler and 
many other mechanics, such as wheel¬ 
wrights, plough makers, blacksmiths, 
makers, 6l c. Considerable trade 
on in wheat and other pro¬ 
duce of the surrounding country.— 
Population 300 souls; of whom 1 is 
an attorney, and 2 physicians. 

CUMBERLAND, C. H. P. V. 
55 ms. from R., and 140 from W. 
situated on a high and healthy ridge 
between Willis’s river and the Appo¬ 
mattox; commanding a beautiful view 
of the Blue Ridge. It contains be¬ 
sides the county buildings, 5 dwelling 
houses, i mercantile store, 2 taverns, 
a saddler, boot and shoe factory, tai¬ 
lor, and various other mechanics. 
There is a house of worship in thel 





and October, 
Circuit Su 





denominations, 
is tolerably 
wheat, oats, 
30 whites 


fertile, 
tobacco, 
and 60 
County 

Monday in every 
in February , 

Judge Daniel, 
peri or Court of Law 
on the lsf of April 

Lanohorn’s Tavern 
ms. W. of R., and 14 
Raines’, P. O. 
and 154 from W. 

Stoney Point 
the southern part of the 
ms. S. W. by W. of R., 

W. t situated on the Appomattox river, 
60 ms. above Petersburg, 16ms. below 
Farmville. and 5 ms. S. of Cumber¬ 
land C. H. It contains 20 houses, 1 
large manufacturing mill, 2 mercan¬ 
tile stores, a wheelwright, blacksmith, 
cooper, and tailor Tobacco of as 
good quality as any in Virginia, is 
raised in this neighbourhood. The 
soil is susceptible of high improve¬ 
ment. The water power is sufficient 
for machinery of any extent. Popu¬ 
lation 90 persons; i of whom is 
physician. 



DINWIDDIE. 


Dinwiddie was created by the Legislature in 1752, 

It is bounded E. by Prince George,—S. 
river, which separates it from Brunswick, 

W. by Amelia. Dinwiddie is in forr 
miles;—area about 616 sq. miles_ 
the parallel of 37° N. lat.— 

. C. The northern pan 
>es north and is drained by 
!. is drained by 

other tributaries of Nottoway river.—The surface i 
lation in 1820, 13,792—in 1830, 21,801. Dinwiddie belongs to the second 
judicial circuit, and first district. Taxes paid in 1833, %6538, 50—in 
1834, on lots, §2736 59—land, §1863 68—5962 slaves, §1496 50—2673 
horses, §160 38—7 studs, §258 00—134 coaches, §348 25—in carryall*, 
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. and 162 
courts are held ©n 
in every month. 
May , August and 
Judge May holds his 
of Law and Chan- 
and September. 

fjrOODWYNSVILLE, P. O. 47 m’s. 

8. 8. W. of R. and 169 from W. 

Harrisville, or Wyoming *, 54 
m’s 8. of R. and 176 from W., situat¬ 
ed' in the S. E. corner of the county, 
near Nottoway river, on the mam 
southern stage road. It contains a 
mercantile store, blacksmith shop, 
and - wheelwright. In the vicinity 
there are 2 extensive manufacturing 
mills; and the surrounding country 
is very thickly settled. 

PETERSBURG, Port of Entry , 
and P. G. 22 miles S. of R. and 
S. S. W. of W. lat. 37° 13' and 
. 24° W. of W. C.: situated on 

the right or southern bank of Appo¬ 
mattox river—12 ms. above its junc¬ 
tion with James river in the northern 
ingle of the county* where it joins 
Prince George ana Chesterfield ; so 

of the town is in each of! 

This depot is well 
sustain a high commercial 
rank amongst the ports of Virginia, 

vessels of consi- 
and the adjacent 
pled and cultivated, 
rtox near which 
an illimitable 
canal obviates 

Pre- 

1815 the buildings 

, but in the 
those 


TIOUS tO 
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summer 
•it uated 
streets v 
that evei 
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and, in value as 
i* very 

her of houses 
buildings, which 
be estimated at 
are 7 houses of public w 
longing to Episcopalians 
Baptists and Presbyter’ 
sonic Hall, female orphan 
veral common schools 
school; the latter is on 
rian plan and was endowed princi 
Iv by a legacy left to the town, 
that purpose by a benevolent in( 
dual, (David Anderson,) 
called the “ Anderson Seminary . 
There are six tobacco factories, six 
manufacturing flour mills, 1 brass and 
cast-iron foundry, 2 earthen-ware pot¬ 
teries, 2 cotton-seed-oil mills, numer¬ 
ous mercantile stores, and 4 druggist 
shops. The principal mechanical 
pursuits are—2 printing offices, l 
which 2 weekly papers are issue 
and considerable book-work-printing 
done, 4 carriage manufactories, 5 
wheelwrights, 4 cabinet makers, 3 
jersey wagon makers, 3 brick mold- 
ers, 1 stone cutter and mill stone 
maker, 2 tanneries, 5 saddlers, 15 
blacksmiths, 4 co 
plate workers, 3 jew 
makers, and man 
tailors, hatters, milleners, and nsantua 
[makers. 





increasing m 
of its Rail 
river , which i 
and affords an 
large quantities of produce are brought 
to this market from the upper Roan¬ 
oke and from the interior of North 

by 

with much facility 
change, as the cars run daily to the 
oanoke and back again. The grade 






goods are 
in ex- 
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two 

an ascent oflthe 
per mile, 
use of the 
and their success 
power has not been 

They have 
upon the road, a 
re been at work up- 
nine months, and made their 
trips with as much regularity as could 
have been expected from horse pow¬ 
er, One of those, the “Liverpool,” 
is probably, for her weight, the most 
effective engine of the country. This, 
and one of the other engines on this 
were constructed by M. Burry, 
of Liverpool, who has also furnished 
two engines for one of the Schuylkill 
rail roads,which we are informed work 
equally well. The proprietors of] 
this road consider it as part of the 
great line of communication from 
north-to south, and look to its ultimate 
connexion with the Charleston rail 
road, by similar works through North 
Carolina. Another channel by 
which much produce is brought to 
this market, is the Upper Appd- 
mottox Canal ,—throughhvhich there 
ts a constantly increasing trade. 

To this market there have been 
brought in one year 40,000 bales of] 
cotton, 5,000 hogsheads of tobacco. 





it is woven at 
cotton cloth 
and is stamped, 
consequence of 
this and the cot- 
l known in. 
This facto- 
Bone but 
constantly 
who 



char- 
who re- 



and more than 100,000 bushels of land, France, Holland, 





wheat, besides many other articles. 
Petersburg is also much indebted 
prosperity to her cotton fac- 
which at present, there are 
The first established was that 
Petersburg Manufacturing 

year 1828. This 
commenced spinning in the 

with 500 spindles, 
was gradually in- 
until it now runs 2500, which 

pounds of yarn, 
or tnree nunarca ana sixty thousand 

This varn is 

_ w 

made of the best cotton brought to 
the market, and the most of it is sold 
in yam itself without further manu- 







the 

ton cloth 
this state 
ry gives 
white persons 
employed 
are mostly young 
aeter and 
ceive in weekly w 
thousand dollars 
Merchants 1 
ny has two factories, 
on a small scale, 
years been in operation, 
cently erected, has but lately begun 
to spm; it has a commodious house 
well planned, and runs 3500 spindles 
and a number of looms capable of 
weaving from 1500 to 2000 yards of 
cotton cloth per day and em 
about 200 operatives. It is in con¬ 
templation to erect, ere long, two other 
cotton factories , on a large scale, 
as the water power here is great, 
raw material plenty, and operatives 
readily procured, it is probable that 
at no distant day, Petersburg wifl be 
a considerable manufacturing town. 
—From the town, a considerable for¬ 
eign trade is carried on with Eng 






Germany 



and goods of all descriptions are Iter© 
plenty and cheap. Large ships loiwl 
at City Point. The navigation from 
City Point to 

was bad, affording not more 
feet water— 
works have 
river, w 
about seven 
town was 
by drainin 
and by 
now 





the 
to 

one time this 
unhealthy, bill 
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rovements, it has 








otic; 

residence. 



as any par!; 
and has the char- 

#■ 

hospitable and patri* 
delightful place of 

> I?• * • 

V lrgima 



ms. S. 


and Farmers’ Bank of Virginia have 
each a branch at this place. It pos- 

also an insurance office, and 

Population 1830, 
% courts are held 
in every month ; 
May , August 
Judge May holds 
Court of Law 
first of April 
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| way river. 
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and 166 













ELIZABETH CITY. 

Elizabeth City was one of the eight original shires into 
was divided in 1634.—It is bounded E. by the 
Hampton Roads, N. by Back river, which separates it from York, 
by Warwick.—Its form is nearly that of a square, about 18 miles on 
aide;—area 64 square miles. It extends from 37° 02' to 37° 08' 
and from 0° 37' to 0° 47' E. of W. C. Population, 1820, 3,789— 
5,053.—It belongs to the 3d judicial circuit, and 2nd district. Taxes 
in 1833, $794 24—in 1834, on lots, $184 62—on land, §316 63—912 
slaves, $228 00—408 horses, $24 43—3 studs, 871 00—7 coaches, $16 
IDO—49 carryalls, $49 55—233 gigs, $135 83. Total, $7042 78. Ex¬ 
pended in educating poor children in 1832, #45 39—in 1834, no report. * 
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HAMPTON, P. V. and county 

seat, 96 ms. from R. and 199 S. E. of 
W. Hampton is a sea port, situated 

on Hampton Roads, 2J miles from 
Fortress Monroe, 18 from Norfolk, 24 
from York Town, and 36 from Wil¬ 
liamsburg.— It contains about 130 


of their labor in their own town 
the Fortifications at Old Point Com¬ 
fort, and the Rip Raps, have been for 
some time past the principal source of 
revenue to the inhabitants both 
town and county, by the wa 
for negro laborers, 
healthy as any town in low 
nia. Population in 1830, 

There are 2 



Episco 




castor 



Methodist, 1 Baptist, and 1 
an meeting house, 1 Aea- 
1 private school, 6 dry good 

stores, 2 taverns, 3 
ctories, (2 in town 
The principal me- 
are, shoe making, 
house-carpentry, 
Hampton nas for 
:—There is 
no commerce or inland trade to sup¬ 
port it. Hampton is the place of re¬ 
sidence for nearly all the pilots for 
James river, and the neighborhood of 
Norfolk; and when trade was brisk, 
they circulated nearly all the proceeds 


blacks mit 
and 
some time 












mans. 

County Courts 
Thursday in every 
terly in March , 
November. 

Judge Upshur 
Superior Court of 
on the 24M o 

tember. 

Old 


tress 






of Sep- 


Foe- 

O. 12 
of N. 

Hampton, ike 




county seat 

W. C. Tt 
ly called 03 
exactly on ' 



posing 



right shore, 
James river, 



and 202 ms. S. S. E. of 
promontory, particular- 
Point Comfort, is almost 
t, 87°, and with the op- 

brms the real mouth of 
the intervening strait se- 
l haven bay from Hamp¬ 



er, in the lessons 
of the late war. These waters were 
then the resort of the British fleets, 
and while all American vessels were 
either driven from their own harbors, 
or captured, the enemy made himself 
at home here—sent detachments to 
Baltimore and Washington—ravaged 
the shores of the Chesapeake—burnt 

laid the whole country under contri¬ 
bution: The erection of the tiro 

Forts at this central point of our sea¬ 
board, gives us a refuge to our naval 
force, if driven in by superior num¬ 
bers, and will, in effect, not only oc¬ 
clude Hampton Roads to the enemy, 
and shut him out from James river 
and Norfolk, our naval depot, but 
must deter him ever venturing up the 
Chesapeake bay. If such an attempt 
were made, the first calm would put 
the most powerful fleet of an enemy 
completely at the mercy of a few steam 
frigates or steam batteries, which, by 
means of their self-moving power, 
would be enabled to lake such posi¬ 
tion as suited them, and to set ire to 
the ships of the enemy with hot shot, 
or cut them off in detail. The shel¬ 
ter of these forts, too, would enable a 
few ships, lying in security under their 
guns, to sally out and take advantage 
of any storm which might separate a 
blockading force, exposed to the acci¬ 
dents of an open sea. 

These circumstances give great im¬ 
portance to the works which are to 
form the gates at Hampton Roads— 
and, as a consequence, m a great de¬ 
gree to the whole Chesapeake boy. 
Fort Monroe is already finished, and 
is at this moment in admirable condi¬ 
tion, if its armaments were completed. 

The Rip Raps structure, is a mon¬ 
ument, worthy of the people who have 
lavished their means in its erection, 
and of the frenius of the engineers hr 


The channel which leads in from 
the Capes of Virginia to Hampton 
Roads, is, at Old Point Comfort, re¬ 
duced to a very narrow line. The 
shoal water, which, under the action 
of the sea, and reacted upon by the bar, 
is kept in an unremitting ripple, has 
given the name of Rip Raps to this 
place. When the bar is passed, Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, which extend to Norfolk, 
about eighteen miles distant, into 
which James river, Elizabeth river, 
and Nansemond Mouth empty, afford 
the finest anchorange in the world, 
and in them its navies might ride with 
perfect safety. With a view of mak¬ 
ing this a secure retreat for ships of 
war and for our commerce, in any fu¬ 
ture contest with a naval power, Fort 
Monroe was built on the point, on the 
right side of the channel at the en¬ 
trance of the Roads— and the castle 
of the Rip Raps is directly opposite 
the point, at the distance of about 1900 
yards. The two forts will complete¬ 
ly command the channel, and it will 
be impossible for a single ship of war 
to pass without the permission of the 
power holding the fortresses. They 
are so constructed as to present im¬ 
mense batteries of cannon upon an 
approaching ship, from the moment 
she comes in reach, from the Caries, 
and throughout all the bendings of 
the channel it must still be under the 
nower of the cannon: for the forts 


river 
, but 


and in all 
ship woulc 
gration, fre 
her, before 
cuit of the 
There is 


lew aspect at every turn, 
probability the interdicted 
be a wreck, or a confla- 
na the hot shot thrown into 
she completed half the cir- 
channel. 

much salutary experience, 


bay. 

and 


the structure, i 
includes five 
which was 22 



ructure, is a iiiiciii- 
e people who have 
ns in its erection, 
F the engineers by 
ted. The area of 
finally staked ©IT 
; a great part of 
j«1ow the surface 
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m 




CITY, 




nearest the surface) and 

above land en 
tie, an Island 
throwing- rocks 
radual 






of the sea, 

18 feet,. 
water for 
has been 
into the water 


ac- 

emerged above the 
The rock of which this Island 
is formed, has been brought from great 
finances, and at a vast expense, 

was obtained for 
water, the build- 
was begun, and car¬ 
ried up so as to form the first embra¬ 
sures. It was found that the settling 
of the artificial mound of stone crack¬ 
ed the walls. The building was, 
therefore, discontinued; but immense 
masses of granite have since been 






commissioners 
e design the 
work originated. The ancients tell 
us that Venus rose from the sea, but 
it would seem a much 
to give 
never was 
nobler temple, 
for his cradle, 
pie at the Rip 
here, not like the 
borne in a shell upon a summer 
but upon a tower of 
the noise of 

emblem of the American 
whose martial stren 
to the land and to the ocean. 

It is a circumstance 











and lodged upon the lines of that the material for the structure 
work, that the weight of the ma- the Castle of the Rip Raps is draw 
ferial, might be employed in consoli- from most of the commercial states of 
dating its foundations. For some the Union. In walking over the piles 
years this marine pyramid sunk be¬ 
tween six and eight inches; during 
the last year but one, although press¬ 
ed with the weight of all the material 
gathered for the superstructure, it set¬ 
tled about three inches. 

The present aspect of the place is 
rough and savage, and when the surge 
rushes in among the hollow piles of 
granite, and the wind whistles among 
the naked spars, which are planted 
round the walls for the support of the 

, the music of the surround- 
elements of sea and air, is quite 
in keeDinsr with the dreary, desolate 

a distance, looks like 
a iter, beaten down by cannon- 

rostrate in the sea. 

more to the 
has been justly 
the American Mediterranean , 

the Castle at 








Rip 

the flood, from 
plated b 
Commodore 
lead, 


you behold the dark grey granite 
Maine—-the whitish blue and the black 
speckled granite of Connecticut—the 
red free stone of the same state—the 
pied granite of the Susquehannan 
the deep blue of the Little Falls of 
Potomac—and the ash colored of the 
James river. 

In this edifice, which is to form a 
strong hold in a central position- 
fend our great naval depot, and to 
tect our naval power over the ocean; 
and especially to afford a 
fuge to the commerce of the 
each commercial state 
portion of the blended st t 
it has contributed to 
structure. The castle, 







Raps, should then 
from its use, 
Castle of the 
when attacked 


of this giant of] assailants, it 
waves, as contem- 
Warrenton, 

General Armis- 
General Swift 




al Union— and 



the ensign 

the watch word 

erf.” 







EASTERN 




ESSEX. 


Essex 
Rappahannock 
separates it 


mean breadth 







second c 
—land, 

I 00—38 
§99 15, 
534, §183 


Legislature in 
bounded E. by the 
r— S, E. by Middlesex, 

. by Caroline,— and 
George and Westmorelan 
area 280 sq. miles. Lat. 38° intersects 
one-third of the length of the county from 
_ ace in the western part moderately hilly 
barren except on the rivers and creeks 
10,531. Essex belongs to the fourth 





soil general- 
ion 1820* 




, §55 





Taxes paid in 1833, §2452 26 —in 
96—3235 slaves, §808 75—1476 horses, 
coaches §101 75 — 1 stage $3 —21 caryalls. 

Total §2996 18. Expended in education of 
72— in 1833, §300 74. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, 6lc. 

Bowers, P. O. 62 ms. N. E. by’.N. E. of R. and 109 S. E. of 
E. of R. and 121 from W. in the lat. 37° 58' N.; long 11° 10' E. 




southeastern part of the couuty. 

Dunnsville, P. O. 56 ms. S. E. 
from R. and 115 from W. 

Loretto, P. V. 69 ms. N. E. from 



C. The situation is low and Hat, but 
as there is not much marsh land in 
the neighborhood, it is not very sick¬ 
ly. It was formerly a place of con- 


R. and 92 from W. situated on the.siderable trade, as large vessels can 
mail route from Tappahannock to Fre-'ascend some distance above it, but 
dericksburg, about 40 miles from the like most of the villages on tide wa- 
latter and 20 from the former; and a ter in Virginia it is not increasing, 


mile from the Rappahannock river, 
contains 20 dwelling houses, 1 




because the business formerly trans¬ 
acted by them directly with foreign 
Episcopal church, 2 mercantile stores, countries, is now transacted through 
tavern, shoemaker, blacksmith, tai- the medium of the cities. It is about 

er, painter, and several>50 miles from the open Chesapeake 

bay. It contains 29 dwelling houses, 
4 mercantile stores, 2 clru 
house of worship free for 
nations, 2 hotels, a fem* 
of the first order, which 
tablished 15 years 
unusual share 
all the usual female 
are taught, whilst 

paid to the moral and religious duties 


hourse carpenters. Population 50 
persons, of whom one is a physician. 
Lloyds, P. O. 62 ms. from R. and 

Tavern, P. O. 40 ms. 
119 S. of W. 
Montague, P. V, 67 ms. S. E. by 
E. from R. and 126 from W. A 









the county, on 



southern part of 
stage road from 







ents 
attention is 



ms 

Population 
attorney, and 

TAPPAHANNOCK, P. V. and 


Urbanna, and 2 of the pupi 

river Jcomplished 
one is anithe 
icinn. 







are, a 

maker, 2 




There 


ac- 

presides over 
mechanics 
and mantua 
and harness 
2 boot and 
la a Ferry 




across the Rappahannock at this point. 
Population 1830, 280. Three attor¬ 
neys, and five physicians reside here. 
County courts are held on the third 
Monday in every month : Quarterly 



ber. 
cuit 

Chancery, 
October. 


and No vein- 
his Cir- 
Law and 
and 



FAIRFAX. 





created by the Legislature in 1742, from a 

E. partly by the Potomac river, 
t’s Co., of Maryland, and partly by 
the Potomac and Occoquan river, which 
—W. by Loudoun,—and N. by the Potomac, 
Montgomery Co. Maryland. Length from S. E. to 
mean breadth 180—area 450 square miles; it extends in lat. 
to 39° 03' N. and in long, from 0° 03’ to 0° 33' W. of W. C. The sur¬ 
face is hilly and broken; the soil is in some places good, but much 
is sterile. Population 1820, 11,404; in 1830,9,204. Fairfax belong 
the 6th judicial circuit and 3d district. Taxes paid in 1833, 1)3070 00— 
in 1834 on lots, $56 72 —land, $2144 63— 1896 slaves, 474 00—2618 
horses, $157 08—6 studs, $35 00 — 44 coaches, $90 00—31 caryalls, 
$31 00—12 gigs, S7 75. Total, 2996 18. Expended in educating poor 
children in 1832, $435 50—in 1833, $440 70. 
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Centreville, P. V. in the wes¬ 
tern part of the county, 143 ms. from 
R. f and 27 S. W. of W. This village 
situated on the Fauquier, and Alex- 
turnpike road, about 6 ms. from 
the line dividing the counties of Lou¬ 
doun, and Prince William. It derives 
its name from its central position, being 

i-distant from Leesburg, 
■, Warrenton, Washington, 
Alexandria. Its situ* 
and highly pictu- 
one of the best moun- 
state of Virginia, 
remarkable for the 
air, and the health of its 
contains 30 dwelling 
meeting house, 2 

1 com- 





ation is 




mon schoo 
Sunday 
2 tenners, 
manufacturers 

F 

smiths, i cabinet 



organized 
are 
shoe 

ht, 2 black- 
house car- 


and 3 


penters, and 1 tailor. For some time 

past this village has been declining ; 
but the spirit of industry and enter- 
rize at present manifested by itj 
abitants, justifies the hope of 
favourable state of things. Population 
220; of whom 2 are attorney 
physicians. 

Dronesville, P. O 
R., and 17 from W. 

FAIRFAX C. H. 
from R,, and 28 
W. It contains 


county buildings, 
for the most 
mercantile store 








common 

boot and shoe 
smiths, tailors 
persons; of w 
2 physici 




are 
blade- 
n 200 
and 


on the 3rd 
-Quarterly 
August and -Nov 1 r. 











JUDOS 

Superior 
on the 


cuit 

and Chancery 

VERNON,'^situated 

and 15 ms. 
house erect- 
spot, is of wood, 
free stone. The 

by Lawrence 
brother to the General: 
added by General 
is named after Ad 
in whose expedition 
Lawrence Washington served. The 
house is 2 stories high and 96 feet in 

with a portico fronting the ri¬ 
ver, extending the whole length of the 

surmounted by a cupola; the 
are in the same state as left 
by General Washington. 

The house contains on the ground 
floor, 6 rooms and a spacious passage, 
4 of these are of ordinary size: at the 
north east is a large room, very lofty, 
with a handsomely sculptured ceiling, 
which contains a very handsome mar¬ 
ble mantle-pieco sent to General 
Washington from Italy,—also a very 
fine organ, on which instrument the 
Mrs. Washington was an accom- 
performer; this room is only 
used for large dinner parties, &c. 
The room, at the south cast end of the 

used as a family dining 
contains busts of Monsieur 
Neclcar, Paul Jones, and General 

also a handsome libra- 
in the wall, with glass cases; 

collected by Gene- 

The house fronts N. W., the rear 

river. In front of the 
, containing 5 or 6 
, with a serpentine walk 
with shrubbery, 












and plan 
side of the 
one on 
and 
built 
by Ju 
and a pinery 


lar. On each 
a garden: the 
flower garden, 
houses, (one 
, the other 
hot house, 
in hand¬ 


some wa 
rema 
tains, also, 







border*, 
. It con- 
trees pro¬ 
ducing excellent fruit—the other is a 
kitchen garden, containing only fruit 
and vegetables. 

About 203 va 
a southerly 
mer house, on 
bank, which is 
clothed with wood 
The summer house 
prospect of the river, 
land shore, — also of the White 
at a distance of 5 or 
river, where an 
place during the late war, with the 
British vessels which ascended th« ri¬ 
ver. Proceeding from the summer 
house about 150 yards, in a westerly 
direction, you come to the vault—a 
plain excavation in the bank, faced 
with brick, and surrounded with a 
rough white-washed paling. Several 
lofty oaks stand around it, and small 
red cedar trees grow on the top of the 
tomb. The door and door posts are 
covered with names of visitors. In the 
vault are buried General Washing¬ 
ton and.his wife, Judge Washing¬ 
ton and his wife , with many relatione 
of the family. 

The estate, as owned 
Washington, consisted 
and 4000 acres, now 
the Judge’s nephews. 

Washington, owns 
with the 


the house, and 
The fallow 
woods. The 
posed chiefly of 
with dogwood, 
&-c., the soil 
cultivated chie 
barley, &c. 
tivated the mi 
tent 

them pro 
ries on 
ring are 




by Judge 
between 3 

between 




Vernon 








ack m 
ocular, 
poor, 

com, rye, 
Washington cul- 
considerable ex¬ 
sheep, and found 
are 2 fill • 
shad and,! sr^ 
_ © auantit n, 
hmlthy during ill 





agues 
An intel- 
with the pub- 
gave to the 

of a visit 






the year 


and bilious 
ligent visiter 
lie press, 

world an interesiin 
to Mount Vernon, ne remarifs, •• we 

er long gravel 
, which is 
arranged and trimmed into the most 

which at the age 
and upwards, still pos- 
and freshness of 
extremity of these ex¬ 
pleasure grounds, 
with fruit trees and shrub- 
clothed in perennial ver- 
two hot houses, and as 
reen houses, situated in the 
sunniest part of the garden, and shield¬ 
ed from the northern winds by a long 
range of wooden buildings, for the ac¬ 
commodation of servants. From the 
aij of a frosty December morning, we 
were suddenly introduced into the 
tropical climate of these spacious 
houses, where we long sauntered 
among groves of the coffee tree, le¬ 
mons and oranges, all in full bearing, 
regaining our senses with the flowers 
odours of spring.” 

“One of the hot houses is appro- 
entirely to rearing the pine 
which grows in great perfec¬ 
tion, long rows of which we saw in 
a flourishing and luxuriant condition. 
A stalk produces but a single apple, 
which grows near the ground, in the 

cluster of tall and spear- 
Many bushels of le- 
of every variety 
rown, which besides 

with a supply 
seasons, are ais- 
to their friends, 
ter to the comforts 
in cases of siclc- 
ant thrives well, 
in quality is 
best Mocha, 
we walk- 
it, fast ad- 





naons and 
are annua 





ness. The 
yields 
said to be 
The branches 
eel were 
vancing 










Among the; 

v I 


more rare plants we saw the night 
blooming cereus, the guava, from 
which the jelly of that name Is made, 
alloes of a gigantic growth, the West 
India plantain, 
bloom, the pri 
sand others, 
arranged in large 

purpose, and nurtured with unceasin 
attention, requirin 
vices of two 

chief gardener, 
range of buildings 
is an extensive kitchen 

rounded with a 
regularly trimmed, as 
appearance of a verdant 
every step in these pleasure 
the thought occurred that 
trious projector is no more, 
was a garden, and in the 
new sepulchre,” says the Scripture 
The lesson on human pursuits 
human pleasures, inculcated by this 
concise and beautiful narration of the 
Evangelist, never struck me more 
forcibly than when we left the gate, 
and walked towards the tomb of 
Washington. In passing the house, 
the chamber in which lie died was 
pointed out to us; and imagination 
aided by these memorials, soon 
sented the whole scene in such 
tinct and vivid colors that we seemed 
almost to follow his remains to the 
grave. The family vault in which 
the dust of the hero repose 
distance of perhaps 
house immediately 
the river. A more 
turesque site for a 
be imagined. Between it 
Potomac, is a 
covering the 
water’s edge, 
the prospect, 
of the river, w 
thickest, 
by severa 
are \ 

which annua 
with 


e is the 
surrounded 
e oaks, which 
ears, and 
sepulchre 
furnishing the 
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most a 
place, and 
pression 
a 

han 



ever-erreen 




such a 
deeper im- 
Inter- 
cs, and over 
copse of red 
native or trans- 
ascertain, its 
presents a fine 
hoary and leafless 
and while the de- 
the latter indicates 
, the eternal ver- 
former furnishes a beau¬ 





tiful 

The 

familiar to 
led to the 
the ever green 

Pleasant Valley 
from R., 

ated on Little river 
ms. above Fairfax 
10 dwelling houses, 
and blacksmith shop. 

Prospect Hill, 
from 11., and 9 W 


immortal spirit 
cassia was 
and perhaps 
spot * where 


V. 138m8. 









* 




* 




road, 10 
contains 
i, store, 





FAUCPJIER. 

Fauquier was created by the legislature in 1759, from a part of Prince 
William. It is bounded N. by Loudoun, N. E. and E. by Prince William, 
E. and S. E. by Stafford, S. and S. W. by the Rappahannock, which sepa¬ 
rates it from Culpeper, and W. N. W. by the Blue Ridge, which separates 
it from Frederick:—greatest length 45 ms. mean breadth 16, and area 720 
sq. ms.—-It extends in lat. from 38° 24' to 39° 02/ and in long, from 0° 
to !° 5' W. of W. C. This county possesses very valuable beds of 
nesia, soap stone, and several gold mines, worked upon an extensive scale. 
The northern part of the county slopes north, and sends it waters to Goose 
creek; but from the neighbourhood of Cobler mountain, near Salem, a ridge 
nns to the S. E. extremity of the county, which diyides its waters: those on 
the N. E. side flowing N. E. into the Occoquan, and those on the S. W. 
flowing in a S. E. direction until they reach the Rappahannock. The sur¬ 
face is agreeably diversified, and the soil when judiciously cultivated, sus¬ 
ceptible of high improvement, and very productive. Population 1820, 
23,103—1830, 26,030. Fauquier belongs to the 6 th judicial circuit , and 

Taxes paid in 1833, §7,282 69—in 1834, on lots, $293 42— 
,558 74—5,903 slaves, §1,475 75—7132 horses, §427 92—28 
I 00—76 coaches, §191 50—52 carryalls, $62 26- 
Total §7,344 28. No report of school commissioner* 
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T 



with the 
dwcllin 
of woi 
tensive 
feet square 





Barnetts Mil. 







ace, P, O. 129 
from W. 

, P. O. 93 ms. 
W., situated on 
Rappahannock 
ve its junction 
It contains 12 
terian house 
, an ex- 

, 40 




i makes annu 
rels of flour, a 
which saws from 
plank 

pursuits are various 
mi 11-wrights, 





tion 




as millers, 
and shoe 

Popula- 




The Rappahannock is at this place 
yards wide, and is now being 
navigable for boats to Frede- 



rick»burg,bv the Rappahannock Com- 
pany. The navigation is to extend 
SCI ms. above Barnett's mills, and will 



greatly 
power at_this 
river, 
place 




mud 
in Home 
to the 














renton* 40 N. 




of water 
her points on the 
power at this 
dam 5 feet high, 
above the mills, 
by a canal cut 
aces through the solid rock, 
5 or 30 feet, the fall 
and canal is 16 
There has recently been erected 
a stamping mill , for the 
stamping gold ores, ob- 
a mine about half a mile 
distant, worked hv a company. The 

mine Is thought by expe¬ 
rienced judges, to contain gold enough 
to afford a good profit upon the in¬ 
vestment necessary to keep the mine 
in operation,—It is even said that ore 
yielding fifty cents a bushel, may be 
worked profitably—and picked ore 
from this mine nas yielded 83 per 
bushel hy actual assay. We learn 
also by a recent communication, that 
the miners in searching for gold have 
recently discovered a beautiful soap¬ 
stone which has already become an 
article of commerce, and is likely to 
be very profitable, when the improve¬ 
ments on the river shall have been 
completed sufficiently for its trans¬ 
portation. 

Blackwell’s Mill, 116 ms. N. 
N. W. of R., and 60 ms. S. W. by 

6 ms. W. of War* 

Fredericksburg, and 
‘ Alexandria, on the 
east side of Carter’s Run, about 2 ms. 
above its junction with the Rappa¬ 
hannock, on the main road leading 

Chester’s Gap; at; 
ressing improve- 
. when corn- 
mill, the main de¬ 
west of i!, 

, a distance of 
growingcountry. 
unrivalled in its sec-' 



amount 
It 

nually. There is 
mill, with an 
at hand, 1 
ling houses. 


rchases. 

an- 
ooct saw 
e timber 


















the end of 
ment of 
plete will 
posit of 
as far as 
18 ms, of 
This mill 
tk® of 





densely populate 
tible of high 
by the use of clover 
Population at the mill 

Doddsville, P. 

R, and 68 from W. 

Edgefield, P. O. 105 
and 73 from W. 

Elk Marsh, P. 

R. nnd 57 from W. 
southern part of the county, 

N. W. of Fredericksburg. 

Elk Run Church, P. O 
from R. and 68 from W. 
the S. E. part of the county, 

N. N. W. of Fredericksburg. 

Farrowsville, P. V. in N. W. 
part of the county, 130 ms. from 
and 64 W. of W.—-situated on the 
head waters of Goose creek » 4 ms. be¬ 
low Manas sa’s Gap. —It contains a 
tavern, 2 mercantile stores, and a house 
of public worship free for all denomi¬ 
nations. Population 20. 

Fayetteville, P. O. situated 
ms. S. W. of W., in the southern 
of the county. 

Foxville, P. V. 108 ms. from 
and 64 W. of W.—situated on 
banks of the Rappahannock, 
from Fredericksburg, 
extensive manufacturing 
carding machines, 1 
and several blacksmiths 
Large quantities of 
found in the nei 
there is also a minera 
to be white sit- 
place of 

surrounding country 
thickly settled wi 
dependent farmers 

Germantown, 

R. and 61 
of the 










centre 


country. 
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Grioosby 
R. and 61 
Lee’s 
Rappahannock 
Falls, on the 
to 

spring 
few years 


prinq, on the 
Thompson’s 
Warrenton 
r. This 
only known for a 
become exceeding- 
attracts such a con* 
course in summer, as to have induced 

g proprietor (John 
Hancock Lee) to go to very great ex¬ 
pense in erecting large, pleasant, and 
commodious buildings; and laying out 
the grounds with great beauty, taste, 
and variety of ornamental trees, 6c c. 

McRaeville, P. O. 127 ms. from 
R. and 53 from W. 

Morsisville, P. V. in the south¬ 
ern part of the county.—95 ms. from 
R. and 63 from W.—situated on the 
Mage road which leads from Falmouth 





f 





on the 









to Washington, the county seat of industrious; lamed for their moral de- 


hannock county, 19 ms. from 
the former, 18 from Warrrenlon, and 
26 from Fredericksburg. It contains 
a general store, tavern, hatter, tailor, 
wheelwright, and blacksmith. — The 
Baptists hold a monthly meeting at 
this place. Population, 20 whites, 
and 18 blacks. 

New Baltimore, P. V. 122 ms. 

from R. and 45 S. of W. from W.— 
tituated in the eastern part of the 
county, on the post road leading from 
Warrenton to Alexandria, 5 miles 

It contains 17d\vel- 
flourishing Academy, 
years since by the Lc- 
now in high estimation, 
, a tanyard, wheel- 

and shoe 
wheal fan factories on 

Colonization 
State Society 
In the 



2 mercantile 
wrio 




omitted 


R. and 
situated in 


58 S. W 
the northern 

foot of 

Ridge, and immediate 
tion of the roads 
andria and 
Chester.—It 
houses, 3 mercantile 
of public worship, free 
ruinations, 1 common 
dlers, 1 cabinet maker, 1 
ner, 2 smith shops, I 
ker, 2 wagon makers, 1 
and 3 boot and shoe factories 
village enjoys a pure atmosphere, 
good water, and good health at all 
seasons; a disease of a local diame¬ 
ter has never been known to invade 
it.—The people ore intelligent and 





house oil smiths, 1 


worship 
J iouse . 
whom 2 are 
Oak 
R, and 


meeting 



5 persons; oil chant 


portment and hospitality.—The prac 
tice of gaming and horse racing, once 
the favorite amusements of the place 
and its vicinity, have now entirely 
gone out of vogue. The valley in 
which Paris is located extends 5 or 6 
miles southward of the village. The 
land of the surrounding country is 
fertile, producing all the princ 
pies of the state, and worth at an 
rage price about twenty 
acre, falling however in value 
recedes from the mountain 
tion 200 persons; one 
physician. 

Rectortowx, 

R. and 53 S. W. 
ated a mile to 
creek, in a very 
neighborhood, 
ling houses 
worship, 2 
1 saddler, 1 
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shoe maker, 
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boot and 
extensive mer- 
1 carding 
one phy- 

ms. froa R. 
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-ad 78 
S. E, 
main 
mouth to 
the 




one is 



and at 
1! Hiding to 




near the; week 
, on the 
rom Fal 
ms. from 
of Warren- 
. 7 N. W. of! 

. E. of Elk Run; 

of the roads 
aces. In the vi- 
is one lanre 











Buckland 
250 

lysician 




place. 

whom 



ms. 


from R, 











seminary, m 
it all the usual branches 
taught in our schools, 
and averaging generally from 60 to 

tavern, mercantile store, 
shop, running several 
cotton gin. The coun- 
around is moderately fertile and 
thickly settled. 

Salem, P. V. in the northern part 
county, 117 ms. from R. and 63 
W. of W. This village is laid out 
with one main street running E. and 
W.—nearly half a mile in length; 
and two cross streets, as yet unim¬ 
proved.—It is situated on the stage 
xoad leading from Warrenton to Win¬ 
chester, 13 miles from the former, and 
30 from the latter place, on a hand¬ 
some ridge, which divides the waters 
which flow through Goose creek into 
th© Potomac, from those which flow 
into the Rappahannock. It contains 
S3 dwelling houses, 3 mercantile 

1 Academy, used as a place of] and 8 physicians. The Wine 




MCE 

shoe 
makers 


ic worship by all denominations, 

and handsome brick 
which is now being 

• o 

be completed, 1 common 
organized Sunday 
taverns.—The mecha- 
tailors, boot and 
makers, wagon 
bricklayers, 




of justice, 107 
W. by W. of 
long. 0°46' W. of 
tiful village situated near 
the county; and contains 
ordinary county buildin 
spacious and handsome, 
at an expense estimated 
200 neat and closely built 
bouses, 3 houses of public 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and 
palian, 4 primary schools, 3 
4 private boarding houses, 2 printing 
offices, each issuing a weekly paper, 
4 wheelwrights, I coach maker, 3 
saddlers, 1 batter, 2 boot and shoe 
factories, 2 cabinet makers, 5 house 
carpenters, 4 blacksmith shops, 2 tai¬ 
lors, 2 clock and watch makers, 3 ba¬ 
kers, 1 tanner and currier, 3 brewe¬ 
ries, 1 tin plate worker, 2 milliners, 1 
mantuamaer, 1 house and sign paint¬ 
er, and 2 plough manufactories. This 
village has a regular market, which 
is held in a neat little building, 
upper part of which is used as a T 
Hall. Population 1300; of u 
3 are resident ministers, 9 






t 


wall painters 
principal artic 
great quantities 
from the 
round. 




running 
chaster, and 


and fancy- 

joiners, Alc. The 

is lumber, 
are brought 
some distance 

stage 
to Win- 
times a 



Fredericksburg, Alexandria 
lottesville, post roads intersect 
other at right angles 
which makes it quite 
Many travellers goin 
] this route as it gives 
tunity of viewin 
the foot of the B 
Culpeper, Oran 
and of visiting 

There 

amised turnpike 
Alexandria. 

County 



gmia . 





on the 4/A 

Quarterly 
and Novem 



Judge Scott ho 
Superior Court 











is Circuit candle 

i 

Chancery smith 
September, itory: 







upon 




Weaver’s Mill, P. O. 114 miles there are 
from R. and 59 S. W. by W. of W. and 1 saw 
Wheatley, P. V. 105 ms. from whole place 

64 S. W. by W. of W.—situ-|river is at this place 

e Fredericksburg,:and has in the 

, which di- fall of 44 feet, commencin 
throws a part into village and terminating 
Culpeper.—On the Culpeper sideithe Rappahannock 
there are 8 dwelling houses, 1 extensive^vade by a canal 
flour manufacturing mill, capable of commenced on the 

300 bushels of wheat in: Vast quantities of 
grinding season, l cotton excellent quality, may 
-carding machine, 2mer-lboth sides of the river. 






, black- 
hoe fac¬ 
ial side 
, I grist 
of the 



FLUVANNA* 





luded 


Fluvanna was created by the Legislature in 1777, from a part of 
bemarle county.—It is bounded N. by Louisa, W. by Albemarle, S. 
James river, which separates it from Buckingham, and E. partly by Gooch¬ 
land, and partly by a bend of James river, separating it from Cumberland. 
It is in shape a parallelogram, approaching to a square, its border in com¬ 
mon with Albemarle is 26 miles, its mean breadth 16,—area 416 sq. miles. 
It extends in lat. from 37° 40' to 37° 58* N. and in long, from 1° 12* to 1° 4SV 
W. of W. C. The Rivanna river enters it from Albemarle, and flowing 
S. E. divides the county diagonally, leaving nearly half on the north side, 
and empties into James river at Columbia. The surface is for the most 
part broken, but between the Rivanna and James there is a large tract of 

level land which runs for some distance into Albemarle. The mil 
rivers is good—that on the James equal perhaps to any of the cele- 
low grounds on that river. The lower part of the county, 
drawn from the mouth of little Bremo creek to the N. 

has a dark greyish soil resembling disintegrated 
the best chewing tobacco in the state. An eminent 
Richmond has offered the inhabitants 
tobacco, (lugs included,) at 810 a 
for its delivery in Richmond, 
wdiich runs through Louisa, 
worked near Palmyra , the county 
,704—in 1830, 8,221.—This county 
6th district. Taxes paid in 1832- 
31—land, §1316 83—2093 slaves 
§84 00— 10 coaches, §26 25— 

’otal, §2132 60. Expended in 
in 1833, §359 


1833-4, on 
horses, 
05—30 
children in 










The vein 





§523 







1626 
,§24 
ucatmg poor 





TOWNS, VILLAGES, 








.4, P. V. 52 ms. N. W. by 
122 from W.—situated 
the Rivanna, at its 

It contains 




4 mercantile 

w 

house of public 
denominations, 1 
common school, 2 tailors, 3 boot and 
shoe factories, 2 cabinet makers, 1 

l house carpenter, and 
smith’s shop. Population 85 whites, 
whom is a physician, 54 free 
colored persons, and 38 slaves. To¬ 
tal, 177. 

Laurel Spring, P. 0.61 ms. N. 

W. by W. of R and from W. 

Lindsey's Cross Roads, P. O. 
80 ms. W. of R. and 123 from W. 

PALMYRA, P. V. and seat oj 
justice, 59 ms. N. W. by W. of R. 
and 136 S. W. of W„ in fat. 37° 47‘ 
-N. and long. 1° 29' W. of W. C.— 
situated on the Rivanna river, 14 ms. 
from its junction with the James. 
Besides the county buildings which 
life of brick, and have been recently 
erected, it contains 14 dwelling hous¬ 
es, 1 methodist house of worship, 1 
mercantile store, 1 tavern, 1 merchant, 
grist and saw mill, 1 woollen factory, 
2 saddlers, 2 tailors, 1 boot and shoe 
frctory, 1 lanyard, l cabinet maker, 
and several carpenters and coopers. 
A handsome and permanent bridge is 
erected across the Rivanna. This 



are held on the 4 tk 
month Quarter- 
June , August , and No- 


Superior Court 



rv on 

ber. 

Union 
W. of 








Judge Field 



his Circuit 


on the left bank 
the post road, 25 
bia, and 16 
the midst of 
river scenery, 

are located, a merchant mill, grist 
saw mill, and a cotton factory, called 
the Virginia Union Facto 
This factory owned by Messrs. 
berlaJce and Magrudtr , is a 
commodious brick building; it runs 
1500 spindles, besides the necessary 
machinery for carding, Ac.—it con¬ 
tains 12 power looms, in which seve¬ 
ral hundred yards of substantial cloth 
are made per day. The cotton yarn 
of this establishment is in high repute 
throughout the state. More than 100 
operatives are employed by the enter¬ 
prising proprietors in the (Different de¬ 
partments of their establishment.— 
The place contains comfortable bouses 
for tne accommodation of 18 or 20 
families, a tanyard, and a methodist 
house of worship; besides the elegant 
dwellings of the proprietors. 

Wilmington, P. V. 55 ms. N. 
W. by W. of R. and 
situated on Rivanna riv 
above its mouth, 
here 2 taverns, 
and a blacksmith 

Winn’s Tavern, 

W. by W. of 
the western part 




FRANKLIN. 


Franklin 
lord and 
by the county of Botetourt 
syl vania on the i. E 




ies 8. W. 



on the 
on the 



parts of Bed- 
~ is bounded 
and B„ Filt¬ 
hy the Blue 





w 




Cl 







«mcl ran ne 









Montgomery 
iles, mean breadih 25, 

37° 13* N. 


the west, 
the east. 

Bed- 
in the 










. and a 


Botetourt on the N. W. _ Q 

square miles. It contains in 
from 2° 41' to 3° 18' W. of 

river rise in 

with each other through 
g itself into the Staunton at tne junction 
Franklin lines; and Pig river emptyi 
e county of Pittsylvania.—Neither river i 
The streams called creeks are all small, though of 

of machinery. The principal of these are 
mountain and running east into Pig river 
ge, running to the east into Black Water 
east into Pig river— Gill's creek , rising in 
the east into Black Water —Runnett Bag, risin 
running to the S. E. into Smith’s river, in the county 
and Nicholas creek , running south into Smith’s river. 

There are some small mountains— Chesnut mountain south of the court 
house about twelve miles, and the Grassy Hill , on the north, about a mile 
from the court house, are the largest. The others are small and deserve no 
particular notice. About half a mile east of this place an immense rock 
rises very abruptly, particularly on the north, at least two hundred feet above 
its base, from which the county town takes its name— it is known as the 
Bald Knob, from its barren surface of rock— -whose area is about ei 
feet in length, by a mean breadth of about fifteen. 





nmsr 







e and 
the Blue 
Patrick, 




The Staanloa or Roanoke river , from the point where it pisses 
the Blue Ridge, forms a natural boundary of the county, separating it from 
Bedford.—-The Blue Ridge from the same point forms another natural 
boundary on the north, separating Franklin from Botetourt, until it loses 
itself in the Alleghany at the Bent mountain, which then forms the boun¬ 
dary separating Franklin from Montgomery and Floyd, until it reaches the 
Patrick line. 

The staples are principally tobacco, wheat, Indian corn and iron. The 
Washington Iron Works, on Pig river, within half a mile of Rocky Mount , 
yield annually about 150 tons of iron of a very superior quality. Iron ore 
is found in various parts of the county. 

e of the county is E. S. E. The elevation 
to that of the adjoining county of Bedford, or 
above the tide of the ocean. The general face of the country i 

medium quality, with a clay foundation, 

Population 1820, 12,017—in 
the tenth judicial circuit, and fifth district 
—in 1833-4, on lots, §19 35— 

3159 horses, $207 54—14 studs, 

00—12 gigs, §7 35. Total, 
g poor children in 1832, $518 50—in 1833, 188 55. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES 













Boon’ i 
W of R 
W. 



ms. S. 
W. of 



193 am. 
from W. 



Cooper’s 
W. of R. and 
Dickenson 
of R. and 



and 242 from 



’t 



281 

Hunter’s 

W. 









No- 


S. W. 


from R, 





Cir- 
Law and Chan- 



from R. and 



196 ms. 

274 from W. 
unt, P. V. and seat of 
from R. and 263 S. 

on a branch of 
tributary of Roanoke, in 
lat. 36° 57' N. and long. 2° 50' W. 
W. C. It contains besides the 
county buildings, about 30 
houses, 3 general stores, and 
2 taverns. — -The mechanics are 2 tai¬ 
lors, a saddler, cabinet maker, 2 black¬ 
smiths, a boot and shoe manufacturer, 
a printing office, which issues a week¬ 
ly paper, and a lanyard.—In the vi¬ 
cinity there is an iron furnace and 
forge, which give employment to 100 
operatives, and manufacture about 160 







. by^y in 

o ember. 

Judge 

cuit 

eery on the 

Shady Grove, 

R. and 305 S. W. 

Taylor’s Store, 

8. W. by W. 
situated 12 ms. E. 

Union Hall, 

R. and 276 S. W. of W. 
the Blue Ridge 
Pig and Black Water rivers, on 
main stage road leading 
C. H. to Lynchburg, at 
tion of the road from Pittsyl 
H. to Rocky Mount „ It 
dwelling houses, 1 Methodist house 
worship, at which an English 
is kept, and one well organised tem¬ 
perance society. The mechanics are 
a tanner, tailor, blacksmith, and to¬ 
bacco manufacturer. In the vicinity 
on Pig river is an extensive manufac¬ 
turing flour mill, and a wool and col 







tons of bar iron and castings annually, ton manufactory. Population 25 per- 


Population (exclusive of the persons 
employed in the iron manufactory) 

175 persons; of whom 3 are attor¬ 
neys, and 1 a physician. 

County Courts are held on the l$r (county, 23 ms. east of Rocky Mount 
y in every month;— Quarter- 


sons ; of whom one is a physician. 

Woodpecker’s Level, P. O. 293 
ms. from R. and 286 S. W. of W.— 
situated in the western part of 




GLOUCESTER. 


Gloucester 



by the mouth 
separate 
James 





in lat from 37° 
C. The 

much barley 
have cease 
1830, white 
—females, 2 
328—total, 


was created by the Legislature in 1652, 

It is bounded N. by the Piankatank river 
E. by Mathews and an arm of the 
York river, and Mob Jack bay,—rS. by York 
county,—S. W. by the same river 
New Kent, and N. W. by King 
mean width 10, and area 280 square 
17° 35', and in long, from 0° 14 
ucts of this county are corn 

raised, but from some unknown 
to its cultivation. 

—females, 2197—total, 4 
5691—free colored 

• 911; 






the lands 
678—in 

V V 

males, 2885 
-females, 
each family 
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11; number of persons to the square mile, 35. Gloucester belongs to the 
fourth judicial circuit, and second district. Taxes paid in 1832-3, 92180 
91—in 1833-4, on lots, 9389 00—land, §790 6G—3042 slaves, §760 50 
—1220 horses, §73 20—4 studs, §76 00—64 coaches, §139 60—9 car¬ 
ryalls, 110 00—214 gigs, §118 65-—total, §2172 50. Expended In edu¬ 
cating poor children in 1832, 1125 42—in 1833, §334 73. 


TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST 










Glenn’s P. O. 89 ms. E. of R 
and 148 from W. 

GLOUCESTER C. H. P. V. 82 
ms. E. of R. and 106 from W.—situ- 
near the centre of the county, 2 

the head of Ware river,! 
from Gloucester ferrv. It 
court house, clerk’s office, 
a criminal and a debtors jail, 8 dwel- 
houses, 1 incorporated Academy 
males, called ' Ncicington' and 
one female Academy, 4 mercantile 
stores, and 1 tavern The mechanics 
are it wheelwright, 2 carriage makers, 
3 blacksmiths, a hoot and shoe facto¬ 
ry, and 2 tailors. There are right- 



houses of public \v 
circumference of 14 
court house, of w 
palian, 2 Baptist, 

Population 120. 

The mail between W nshington City 
and York Town passes this office 
four times a week, and between Rich¬ 
mond and Mathews twice a week. 

County Courts are held on the first 
Monday in every month Quarterly 
in March , May , August and Novem - 
her. 

Judge Brown holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 24/// of May and October, 


GOOCHLAND. 





Goochland was created by the Legislature in 1727, from a part of Hen¬ 
rico. It is bounded, on the W. by Fluvanna, N. by Hanover and Louisa, 
E. by Henrico, and S. by James liver, which separates it from Powhatan 
and Cumberland. It is 30 miles in length by about 10 in mean breadth, 
containing 300 sq. miles. It extends in lat. from 21^ 31' to 37° 5P N. and 

°0 47’ to l ? 20* W. of W. C. 

surface of the county is undulating, in some 
iverging from the river it becomes more level 
in the upper part of the county. There is 
much that is now exhausted and abandoned for 
was naturally of ^ood and improvable quality, 
county is that in the vicinity of James river 
similar extent in eastern Virginia, 
with so much fertility of soil an( 
o\v grounds which form the ravine < 

"acent highlands, present a pleasin 




But though the lanrls 


m many 
The chie 


than in other 
ent quality, and easi 
are com, wheat, tobacco 



and the 
_ con- 
generally 
i of which 
the "vicinity of the river 
county, yet they are 


e of improvement, 
heat and tobacco 





the latter 


which m 
wer 
ictures 








streams, 
is water 

















circumscribed of 

rticularly in the lower part 
river. On many of these, 
power to a considerable extent, but none of it is employed for 
mctures. Saw and gristmills are numerous. 

The most important local impro\ 
which was excavated about th< 
of conveying the coal on 
exclusively within the county. It 

by means of a lock. Being constructed 
principles, the stock has proved to be exceedin 
road in the county, and one of the 
Tide Water, is the main stage road leadin 
Richmond to Charlottesville. A laudable pride is 
hway in good repair. There are sections of other roads, 
rder; but generally speaking, the road laws are executed 
attention to public convenience. The Three Chopped road i 
much famed for its often impassable condition as the well know 
the Choppawamsic. 

Minerals .—Tne mineral wealth of Goochland is considerable. Bitumi- 
coal is found in great abundance in the lower or eastern part of 
county, both on Tuckahoe creek and on James river. In the upper portion 
of the county, gold has been discovered in many places, from which some 
profit has been realised. 

Churches. — There are from 15 to 20 houses of public worship in the 
county, the greater pari of which belong to the Baptists, who constitute the 
prevailing sect. The other religious societies are the Methodists, Presby¬ 
terians, Episcopalians and Friends. 

Streams. — Tuckahoe creek , a stream Qf some size, forms in pari the lower 
boundary of the county. In its vicinity, a few miles from James river, 

there is an extensive body of coal, of excellent quality. To facilitate the 
transportation of this mineral to market, the Tuckahoe canal was o 
in 1828, to communicate with the James river improvement. The stock 
this canal is probably the most valuable canal stock in Virginia, 
dend being 33 per cent, per annum. On Tuckahoe creek and its 

many grist and saw mills, the latter of which furnish 
umber for the Richmond market. The stream is 
in length, pursuing generally a S. E. course to its junction w 
James river. The country which it waters is of medium 















mills, 
ing 

an entire waste. 











from the river it i 
former 
land along this stream 
and about eight miles 
Beaver dam creek , 
to James river about 


, about ten miles long, emptying into James river 
eneral course is southerly. The soil on either 

or two, is of inferior quality, 

into James river at Jude’s ferry, 
into the eastern and wes 
a saw mill, and on the latter 
of excellent quality. 






«% * 








The 
course south, 


the principal streams in the county, empties in¬ 
miles below the court house, after pursuing a very 






devious course. The principal branches of this stream, are the eastern 
and western forks, and Horsepen creek. It drains a considerable portion 
of country, much of which is distinguished for its fertility, and the durable 
qualities of the soil. The flats along the creek are 
yield great crops of Indian corn. The higland is remarkab 

wheat. Though the land is rolling throug 
eaverdarn creek, there is not much water 

■a stream. On the Horsepen, there i 








and 
pted 
hole 
of course 



















small stream entering into James river 

o 

It is five or six miles long; general course 
passage is through a portion of beautiful country. 

Lickinghole creek is a considerable stream which discharg 
James r ; ver four miles above the court house. It was formerly 
batteaux for two or three miles to a manufacturing mill, but i 
now become so obstructed by hammocks, as to impede their progre 

tort distance. It is divided into two branches, the larger and smaller^ 
which pass through a country of tolerable fertility. There are but 
on this stream. Length about 15 miles, pursuing a somewhat 
southeasterly direction to its entrance into the river. 

‘ Byrd creek , the largest stream in the county, empties into James river 
about 7 miles below Columbia. It is divided into two brandies, Big and 
Little Byrd, which unite near the mouth. The Big Byrd rises in Fluvanna, 
and flows a S. E. course, running through a hilly country, especially near 
its termination. The lands on this stream as well as the Little Byrd are gene¬ 
rally thin, but abound in fine timber. There are several grist anti saw mills. 
It is on the smaller branches of the Byrd that gold has been found. 

Islands — Sabot island contains 500 acres, and is situated opposite to 
Dover mills. The soil is in a high degree fertile. 

Pleasant's islands, a short distance above Judes ferry, and three miles 

•r 

low Maiden’s Adventure falls. The land is extremely fertile, and some 
original growth was Horse Chcsnut, (^Esculus flava,) a very uncom 
mon forest tree in Eastern Virginia. The two islands contain nearly 







house. 

Elk 






Fi 








w* 


gigs, 

1833 


g s island, in Rock Castle neck, about ten miles above 
contains 500 acres, and possesses a soil of great fertility. 
islani, a few miles above Cartersville, contains 1000 acres 
celebrated for the strength and fertility of its soil: half of 
years since for the enormous price of $75,000. 

Manican town ferry, a few miles above Powell’s, 
the mouth of Genito creek. 

, one mile below the court house. 

.820, 10,007— in 1830, 10,300. Gooch 
ici.il circuit, and 4th district. Tax paid in 

2223 36—3150 slaves, §789 

• 14 coaches, §1 13 59—30 carr 
3107 87. Expended in educating 
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Beaverdam, P 
R. and 13 J 




r. of 





O’ 

O 



ton, on 
Charlottesville, 




leading to 
mile north at 




James river. There are here a ta vern, a but 
store, and a blacksmith’s shop. It island some 
situated in a populous neighborhood.; County 
not far from Beaver dam creek, whence Monday in 


its name 



adapted to 
corn, 
was 


is surrounded mostly by 
undulating country, well 

of Indian 






ly in March , 

vember. 

Judge Clopt 
Superior Court 



of good quality, 
gly fertile, 
on the 3 d 
rter- 
No~ 






Tobacco 

one of the staples, butiry on the 17 th 
culture has been near-* October. 

j Johnson’s 

Dover Mills, P. O. on Dover: Three Chopped road, 

Charlottesville road, R. and 150 from W. 

the vicinity is of 
much exhausted by injudiciou 

vation. 

Mitchell’s, P. O. on the 

Chopped road, 50 ms. from 
153 S.S. W. of W. There i 
at this place. The land in the vicini 
river canal, it has every command oflty is of tolerable qualit)', well 


west from Richmond, 135 
from W. and 10 miles below the C. 
H. A store is kept here, and recent- 
tavern has been built. The mill 
esses advantages greater perhaps 
any other in the county. Be- 
situated at the bank of the James 







water power, and facility for transpor- 




to the growth of tobacco, of which 


tuition to market. A large quantity of]considerable quantity is prepared for 
wheat is yearly manufactured into 
flour, and it is in many respects a 


place of much activity in business. It 
is in the midst of one gf the finest 
wheat growing portions of the coun- 


market. 

Powell’s, P. O. 15 ms. W. of R. t 

137 from W. and 16 below the court 

house, on the Charlottesville mail 

road. At this well known place, a 

ty, and also affords a market for some! tavern has been kept a number of 

of the produce ot the contiguous parts! years by William Powell. The good 

of Louisa and Hanover. J order and excellent accommodations 

Fife’s P. O. 30 ms. W. of R. and which distinguish his house, deserve 

116 S. S. W. ot W. — situated in the a notice in any account which may 

* 

western part of the county, on the, be given of this place. It is situated 


Charlottesville road, near its inlersec- 

thc mail route from Frede- 







in a thickly settled neighborhood, in 
about two miles of James river 
to Cartersville on James'land in the vicinity is 

j ^ *> 

N. C. A store quality, adapted to the culture 
is kept here. The soil of the sur- of w r hich a large 
rounding country is of variable quail- ed at the adjacent coa 

it well adapted to the! Sauxderson’ 

S. W. of W. and 4: 

GOOCHLAND C. H. 127 milesj Shannon Hili 

re R. on the; Three Chopped 
river road, and one R. and 147 S. 
river. The place! adjoining Inn 












0 .- appearance, and, well adapted 

contains a tavern, store, tailor’s shop,'; bacco, in c 




&c, The 
in a neat 
portion 
Dks rather 




c buildings are built; upper part 

manner. A: is locate 

exhi-' besides 
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rn uch of the 
, in w’hich it 
located here 
new and corn- 
mercantile store*, 
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blacksmith 
factory, 
houses 
Considerab 
lately been 
borhood 



and shoe 
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Watkin 



from 11. 1 5 



vicinity, 
gold have 
the neigh- 
urface and in 
recently sold 


, P. O. situated on 
road, leading from 
ottesville, 36 miles 
W. and 7 N. ofi 


Goochland 
Beaverdam 
from the 
county, on 
the waters of 
anna river 
borhood is natu 
adapted to the 
clover. It contains 
1 mercantile store, 
and blacksmith’s s 

or 

V * 


head of 
a mile 
of the 
sepa rates 
South- 



GREENSVILLE. 




Greensville was created by the Legislature in 1784, from 
Brunswick. It is bounded north by Nottoway river, which separates it 

from the county of Dinwiddie and part of Essex,—E. by Sussex and South¬ 
ampton counties, —S. by Northampton county, of North Carolina ,—and 
W. by Brunswick. Length 22 miles, mean breadth 14, and area 308 square 
miles. It extends in lat. from 35 3 30' to 36° 43' N. and in long, from 0° 
20' to 0° 46' W. of W. C.—Meherrin river enters it on the west from 
Brunswick, traverses it in a southeasterly direction, and cuts off about ome- 
third of the county to the north; and being bounded on the north by Not* 
toway river, it has considerable commercial advantages. The county slopes 
to the 8. E. Population in 1820, 6,853—in 1330, 7,117. Greensville be¬ 
longs to the first judicial circuit and first district. Taxes paid in 1832-3, 
$1983 73 —in 1834, on lots, $21 51—land, $922 06—2420 slaves, 
00—1423 horses, $35 50—4 studs, $153 00—49 coaches, $133 75 
carryalls, $3 10—84 gigs, $19 35—Total, $1987 27. No report 

commissioners. 
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office, and 
Railroad 
yards of 
The railroad 
Iterrin river, 
long, su 
piers, and two 
male rial. 




, P. V. and seat of) 
S. of Richmond and I 

ituated on the right 
the Meherrin river, 

. and long. 0° 35' 
contains 12 dwel- 
3 taverns, and 
court house, clerk’s 

Petersburg 
one hundred 
its east side, 
sre, across the Me- 






same 
, one 


of whom is a physician, 
blacks—total 65. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
ly in March , May, 

Judge Baker 
Superior Court 
ry on the loth of 
October. 

Sandy Mount 
ern part of the 

R. and 197 from 
Poplar 

S. of 
on 
on 









mi leu 
—situated 
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to Peter 
met, 

miles 

road, 
wealthy 
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. of the for¬ 
matter, and 8 

rail 


country is 
e, producing 




well 
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s of the 
wheat, Indian 
in the Pe- 





HAL1FAX. 

Halifax was created by the Legislature in 1752, from a a 

It is bounded on the north by Staunton river, 
rates it from Campbell,—N. E. by the same river, separatin 
lotte, —E. by Mecklenburg,—S. by Granville county, of North 
and W. by Pittsylvania. Its length is 33 miles, na^&n breadth 
759 square miles. It extends in lat. from 36° 30' to 37° 02* N 
from 1° 38' to 2° 12' W. of W. C. Though the Roanoke curves 
circularly round the northern and eastern border of this county the i 
almost directly eastward. Dan river enters at the S. W. angle of the 
ty, and flowing N. E. by E. over the county, receives within it 
river from the N. W. and Hycootee from the S. W. and thus au 
joins the Roanoke at the extreme eastern angle of the county. It is w 
watered, and has an excellent soil. Much first rate tobacco is raised in 
county. Population in 1820, 19,060 —in 1833, — 28,034. Halifax belongs 
to the ninth judicial circuit, and fifth district. Tax paid in 1832-3, $6216 
14—in 1834, on lots, @23 66 —on land, 83218 43—7727 slaves, $1931 75 
— 5769 horses, §346 14 — 20 studs, 8312 00—78 coaches, $203 20 — 8! 
carryalls, §82 15 — 102 gigs, 861 10 —-Total, $6178 43: Expended in 
educating poor children in 1832, $704 21— in 1833, §690 76. 
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Barksdale, P. O. 246 ms. S. W. 

W. and 156 S. W. by W. of R. 

situated between Dan and Banister 
rivers, 14 miles north of Halifax C. 
H. This village contains several 







, 1 Baptist house of] ings, it contains 25 



at this 
taMishment in 



worship, 1 common school, a 
liool, a missionary and tem¬ 
perance society, an apothecary, wheel- 

hoe factory, and a 
>ost office located 
aps the oldest es- 

The land 
country is light 
free and pro- 

The 


and s 
d active, 
staple 
^ BANI 
justice, 
Banister 






W. of Richmond, and 220 S. W. 
Washington; in lat. 36° 44' 
long. 1° 58' W. of W. C. 

10 miles below the head oi naviira 
tion. Besides the usual countv 





with a number of 
nic’s shops, &c. 2 
public worship, 1 
the other Methodist, a 
some Masonic 
ly been erected 
ed and 
the middle 
handsome 
general stores 




taverns, 3 
rocery. The 
coach maker, 
blacksmiths, 2 tai- 
tnd 2 hoot and 
There sr© in 
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house, 





















the vicinity 2 extensive flour manu-j mercantile store; and in the vicinity, 
factoring mills, 2 saw mills, and 2 2 houses of public worship, I Baptist, 

face of the country ,and the other Presbyterian. The 

ge is very country around is densely settled, and 
i causes it to be the land fertile, producing in abun- 
narrow, and the hous-dance, tobacco, 
in a scattering manner, cotton, &,c. 

around the court Brooklyn, 
stores and me-'of R., and 
are located. The vil- 12 dwelling 
s for its health, be- store, 1 drag, 
by a gradual ascent boot and shoe 
uarters of a mile from the wagon maker, 1 tai 
is situated on the main road shops, and 1 house carpenter 
Fredericksburg to the south, situation is high and 
Seven stages pass through weekly, ulation 00 persons; I 
eleven mails are received at the physician, 
post office. There is a race course | Cextreton, P. O. 139 ms. S. 
m the neighborhood, over which ra- by W. of R., and 229 from 
ces aro-run once a year. Population Meadsville, 139 ms. S. W. of W. 
250 persons; of whom 3 are attorneys and 229 from R., situated at the hemd 
and 3 physicians. jof navigation on Banister river, 20 

County Courts , are held on the ms. from its junction with Dan river, 
4th Monday in every month:— Quar- and 10 from the C. H. It contains 
terly in March, June, August and 12 dwelling houses, 2 general stores, 
November . 1 tobacco warehouse, 1 iron foundry 

Judok Leigh holds his Circuit and plough manufactory, 1 cabinet 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery maker, I tan yard, 1 tailor, I black- 
on the 1st of April and September. smith, 2 extensive flour manufactur- 
Bexnktt’s Store, P. O. 110 ms. ing mills, a wool carding machine, 
S. W. of R. f and 230 from W. land a cotton gin. Population 70 per- 

Bextlkysvillk, P. O. 115 ms. sons; 1 of whom is a physician. 

R., and 230 from W. ! Mount Laurel, P. t). 115 

lack Walnut, P. O. 141 ms. W. of 11., and 206 from 
S. W. of R., and 230 from W. Republican Grove, 

Bloomsburoh, P. O. in the south- W. of II., and 239 from 

of the county, 13 ms. S. of Scottsburg, P. V. 

233 ms. S. S. W. of W., W. of R. t and 235 

. by W. of R., situated tains several dwelling 

river, and 8 ms. from 1 mercantile store, 

Carolina line, on the main 1 Population 40. 
leading from Wash- Warren’s 

, N. C. and S. W. by W. 

There are situated in 

* .—9 I 

a dwelling house, and a-county. 






ms. S. 
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it from 



Sjpottsyl 

by the ____ 
Goochland, 
and area 680 
and In long 
bounds 
Anna 
er, about 










New Kent, S, 

source, separating It from Henrico, and by 
Its length is 45 ms., main width 14, 
it extends in lat from 37° 29', to 38° 05' N. 
15/ to 0° 57’ W. of W. C. The North Anna river 

N. W. angle to its 
near its S, W. extremity, 
he northern county line, and n 
, the two then take the name 
my at the south eastern extremity of King 
river. The Chickahominy rises at * 

, and Henrico meet, and forming 
separates New Kent from Charles 
river between the latter county and 
is hilly, and the soil of every extreme, from best river 
, to barren sand. Population m 1820, 15,267—1830, 16,253. It 
to the 7th judicial circuit, and 4th district. Taxes paid in 1832-3, 
37—in 1833-4, on lots, $5 II—on land, $2,617 04—4,655 slaves, 
111,163 75—3,160 horses, $189 60—12 studs, $320 00—116 coaches, 
11263 00—1 stage, §2 00—28 carryalls, $28 00—178 gigs, $100 00. To¬ 
tal $4,689 40. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, f 165 20— 
in 1833, $255 12. 
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Hanover, 








Cold Harbour, Election Pre¬ 
cinct , near the S. E angle of the 
county. 

Dextonsville, P. O. 22 ms. N. 
and 144 from W. 

Green Bay, P. O. 94 ms. S. S.J 

W. of W., and 52 ms. from R. 

HANOVER C. H. P. V. 20 ms. 
from R., and 102 from W., situated 
on the north side of Machunp’s creek, 
immediately on the main stage road 
S from Richmond to Frede- 

ms. from the latter place, 



hour hood. The marie in many in¬ 
stances is found several miles from 
the river, in very large and extensive 
beds, and very rich. This place con* 
tains a C. H., Clerk’s office, and 2 
jails, a very large and commodious 
tavern with various other houses, 1 
mercantile store, 1 blacksmith, and 1 
boot and shoe maker, 
about 50 persons of whom 1 is an 
tomey. 

“ Hanover C. H. is 




uated In a 
bourhood, 



the arena on which the 
first range of hills trick Henry figured in ear 
the creek, and about was here that those s 

livered by him that 
of his countrymen; 
firmed them in 






sive 
live in 
tivated 
were 
dergoing 
from the 
on almost 


junction of the creek 
river. It is sit- 
wealthy neigh- 
river running almost 
making very exten- 

produc- 
usually cul- 
The fiat lands 
are now un- 
e improvement 





so soon 
tion that was 
vernor Dunmore 
the gunpowder ex 
here that the 
men were formed an 
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organized in 
British tyranny, in "Fir- 
walls of the present 
and manly ei- 
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oquence oi 
first heard 
by his co mi 
lus vivid fa 
some of the 


„ _ t was here that 

lbs vivid fancy taking wing rose to 
soma of the most sublime heights that 
human genius is capable of attaining. 
It wm acre that on one occasion he 
received in common with his coun¬ 
trymen intelligence of the premeditat¬ 
ed aggressions against his country, by 
England, and inspired with the indig¬ 
nation. which such a communication 
wms calculated to produce on the mind 
of so intelligent, high minded and pa¬ 
triotic a spirit, he could not contain 
himself for a moment, and not seeking 
the customary rostrum he took ad¬ 
vantage of the first convenient eleva¬ 
tion which presented itself, and spoke 
in m strain, such as they had never be¬ 
fore heard from man. The effect was as 
he desired, he awakened and aroused 
them to a just estimate of the lawless 
rule premeditated by the British min¬ 
istry. The after events of his history 
are too well known to need commen¬ 
tary. 

To Hanover, also, the world is in¬ 
debted for one of the first orators and 

politicians now figuring in the arena 

of American politics—Henry Clay— 
Clay wm bom and reared within 3 

ms. of Hanover C. H. and the vene¬ 
ration in which this spot is held may 
be judged from the fact, that passen¬ 
gers in almost every stage which pas¬ 
ses from time to time, are in the habit 
of getting out and visiting the C. H., 
ana lingering away the passing hours 
in reminiscences of the master spirits 
that have rendered them illustrious. 

These same venerated walls have 
also in more modern date, been made 
to resound with the argumentative 
genius, and sonorous voice of the de¬ 
parted Moeeis, who was also a na¬ 
tive of this old and venerable county.” 

County and Corporation Courts are 

month:— Quarterly in Feb. April , 
July, and October. 

Judge Clopton holds his Circuit 
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w and Chancery 
and 15/A of Sep- 


. s. s. w. 

28 ms. N 
O. 46 ms. 


Hanoverton, P. O. 31 ms. N. E. 
of R. t and 94 S. S. W. of W.» situated 
on the right bank of the Pamunky 

river. 

Montpelier, P. O. 24 ms. N. of 
R., and 112 ms. from W., situated on 
the main stage road, leading from 
Richmond to Louisa C. H. 60 ms. 
from the latter. 

Negro Foot, Election Precinct , 
in the western extremity of the coun¬ 
ty, nearly equal distance from the 
northern and southern boundary. 

Newfound Mills, P. O. 36 
ms. N. of R., and 102 ms. S. S. W. 
of W. 

Taylorsville, P. O., 28 ms. N 

of R., and 106 from W. 

Thompson’s Store, P. O. 46 ms. 
N. of R., and 92 from W., situated in 
the northern part of the county. 

Old Church, P. O. 15 ms. N. of 
R., and 122 from W. 

Verdon, P. V. 30 ms. N. of R. f 
and 105 from W. between the North 
Anna, and Little river, immediately 
on the latter; and at the intersection 
of the roads leading from Hanover 
C. H. to Louisa C. H., and from the 
Bowling Green, in Caroline, to Rich 
mond—12 ms. from the first—20 from 
the second, and 35 ms. both from 
Louisa C. H, and Goochland C. H. 
In the vicinity are several dwelling 
houses, 1 mercantile store, 1 cotton 
manufactory, 2 wheelwrights, 2 black¬ 
smiths, and various other mechanics. 
Population 50. 

Woodlawn, P. O. in the N. W. 

R., and 105 ms. S. W. by W. of W. 
C., situated immediately on the main 
stage road, leading from R., to Louisa 
C, H., 23 ms. from the latter; and at 
the head of several small streams, on 
the N. side of the South Branch of tfce 
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i principally raised 
ral years past, by an 
at the City Hall. 

8 under the manage- 
directors. There is 
'he education of poor 
sexes , upon the Lan- 
., founded in 1816, 
Le fluctuations in its 


persons of 




a 


prosperous 
aer the sun 


con- 


anion, n is now under me superin¬ 
tendence of trustees appointed by the 
City Council, and is sustained by an 
annual contribution from the Literary 
fond of the state, together with an ap¬ 
propriation from the city treasury. A 
suitable building was erected for the 
accommodation of the school, soon 
alter its first establishment, and hun¬ 
dreds have received from it the bene¬ 
fits of elementary instruction, who 
would probably have been otherwise 
the victims of ignorance and depravity. 

The City has not been so fortunate 
in other institutions for the cultivation 
of the mind. A few good schools it is 
true have occasionally existed, where 
a competent knowledge of the classics 
and some of the sciences might be ob¬ 
tained, but none of these sources of in¬ 
struction have been commensurate 
with the wants of the citizens. It is 
a remarkable circumstance, that the 
metropolis of the state, containing as 
it does considerable wealth aud popu- 
lation, —many distinguished ana well 
informed men, and much boasted re¬ 
finement, should yet be destitute of a 
single academical institution. As far] 
back as 1803, a charter was obtained 
from the state by some of the promi- 
nent citizens, for the establishment of 
an academy by lottery and private 
subscription. A few thousand dollars 
were raised,— a site was injudiciously 
selected a mile beyond the limits of the 
city—and the basement story of the 
building erected, but no further pro¬ 
gress was made. Within the present 
year, however, the vacancies in the 


• » 


and there is some prospect of reviving 
the institution. 

Besides this marked deficiency in 
the means of educating youth, there 
are few or no associations of an intel¬ 
lectual character among persons of 
maturer years. Whilst the northern 
cities can boast of their literary and 
scientific societies, the capital of the 
ancient dominion scarcely contains 
one which deserves the name. An 
honorable exception, it is true, may be 
mentioned in the “ Virginia Histori- 
cal and Philosophical Society,” which 
was established in 1831, and has since 
been incorporated;—but as its mem¬ 
bers are principally dispersed through 
the state, and few of the citizens of 
Richmond manifest any zeal in its 
welfare, it can scarcely be considered 
an association of the city, either in its 
origin or character. About 20 years 
since a Musueum was erected princi¬ 
pally by individual enter prize ; which 
was designed as a repository of the 
fine arts, and of natural curiosities. 
This institution however, has for a 
long time languished for want of pa¬ 
tronage. 

Societies however of a moral and 
religious cast, are numerous, active, 
and flourishing. Various associa¬ 
tions exist for promoting temperance, 
for colonizing the free people of color, 
for aiding missionaries, for the distri¬ 
bution of the Bible and religious 
tracts, and for various other objects of 
a similar character. The encourage¬ 
ment also which is given to Sabbath 
schools is extensive and beneficial. 
The means of relicrious instruction 
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lure. The 

lowers of 
I place 
and Quaker $ 
Mi .dsome 





or fol- 
have 
Unitarians 
the Jews a 
retired and 



been 
lane ho 
stance 





Church , one ol 
to the 

the venerable 

Virginia has long 
has acquired a me- 
from the circum- 

occujriis the site of the 
Theatre , which was de¬ 
fire in December 1811; on 
which tragical occasion the Governor 
of the Commonwealth, and 70 or 80 
resnectable persons of both sexes pe¬ 
rn iserably in the flames. Long 
will that mournful event be remem¬ 
bered by those who survived or wit¬ 
nessed its horrors !—Either from the 
impressions which it produced 
or from other causes,—the taste for 
theatrical exhibitions has not kept 
pace with the increase of wealth and 
population. The commodious Thea¬ 
tre which succeeded the old one,— 
which is placed in a far more eligible 
situation, and is of much safer con¬ 
struction, is only occasionally patro¬ 
nized when the appearance of some 
attractive star, or celebrated performer 








Richmond was first established by 
act of Assembly, as early as 1742, and 
became the seat of Government of the 
state in 1779. Various legislative 

from time to time 
corporate powers and 
persons are an- 
nuanv caosen from each of the three 

the city is divided, 
who when assembled elect out of their 

and 11 alder¬ 
men, who exercise judicial functions. 
The same persons also elect from 
their own body, or from the citizens 
at large, a Mayor, who is both a ju¬ 
dicial and executive officer. The re¬ 
maining 15 members constitute the 

legislative 





raise mi ap* 
enact all sudi 
essary for the dim 
exeeution of the powers conferred by 
the charter. The valuation of real pro¬ 
perty within the city according to the 
assessment of 1833, was §6,614,550. 
The revenue raised for corporation 
purposes may be stated in round num¬ 
bers at $60,000, besides which, the 
city contributed 
state tax in 
89,000. This 
tion is principally 
and personal property, 
censes to merchants, ordinary keei 
ers, <kc. The number of wholeei 
merchants, paying license tax in 1833, 
as appears by the returns of the State 
Commissioner was 20;— retail ditto 
326, auctioneers 7, lottery ticket ven¬ 
ders 7, ordinary keepers 43, and keep¬ 
ers of houses of private entertainment 
9. According to the same returns 
there were 739 horses and mules, 157 
coaches, 9 carryalls, and 54 gigs. 

The expenses of the city are con¬ 
siderable. The principal items of ap¬ 
propriation are §12,000 fora sinking 
fund, to pay the interest, and redeem 
gradually the corporation debt; §4,000 
for the poor; §1,700 to the Lancaste- 
rian Free School and Orphan Aw- 
lum; 84000 for repairing the street*; 
and 88,500 for the support of a night 
watch. The remaining expense* are 
on account of the public market!, fire 
companies, salaries of officers, paving 
of streets and various contingencies. 
The city debt at this time amounts to 
§ 136,150;—§95,000 of which, bear¬ 
ing an interest of 5 per centum only, 
was incurred on account of the water 
works. These works were commen¬ 
ced in September 1830, under the di¬ 
rection of Albert Stein, an accomplish¬ 
ed Engineer from Holland, gad were 
completed as far as originally design¬ 
ed, at the end of the ensuing year. 
Since that time, a second pump end 

and a third reservoir have 

r 

added; making 9 the cost of the 
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whole work about 8100,000. The ed correctly. It is believed to be at 
jptlmps are each calculated to raise least equal if not greater than the 
from the river, and propel into the re- amount exported to foreign countries, 
seroirs at a distance of 800 yards, and and if such be the fact, the total value 
at a considerable elevation 400,000 of produce shipped, may he estimated 
gallons of water in 24 hours. These at nearly 80,000,000. The import 
pumps are designed to operate alter- trade, however, bears no proportion to 
nately, either being competent to fill >the other. The value of merchan- 
thc reservoirs in sufficient time. The! dize imported into the district of Rich- 
reservoirs will each of them contain mond from foreign countries for the 
1 ,000,000 gallons, — and double lines year 1833, amounted to only 8209,903, 
of pipes extend from them to the pump j and the duties paid to the Ciovern- 
house on the margin of the river.' ment of the United States to 875,120. 
The main pipe from the rcsevoirs to I Of this latter sum, 87,197 was paid on 
the intersection of H. and 1st streets merchandize brought by foreign ves- 
is 2,058 yards in length; and the sels. 

smallest pipes extend from this thro’ In 1833, 5 schooners, 9 barks, 37 
the principal streets, lessening in di- brigs, and 30 ships, in all 81 vessels, 
ameter to the point of greatest depres- cleared from the port of Richmond for 

sion from the level of the rcsevoirs, a foreign countries, the tonnage whereof 
distance of about 3 ms. Fire plugs amounted to 22,331, or an average of 


ed to be at 
*r than the 
n countries, 
3 total value 
)v estimated 


ll'iiUo 


nately, either 




MS 


are placed at convenient distances 275 tons to each vessel. In the same 
along the line of pipes, and afford an year 4 schooners, G brigs, 2 barks, 
ample supply of water for extinguish- and 3 ships entered from foreign 
lug fires. In the lower part of theicountries, — making in the aggregate, 
city the pressure is sufficient to force 3,412 tons, or 227 to each vessel, 
the water to the tops of the houses No inconsiderable part of the pro- 
through hose, without the aid of on- duce shipped from the city is brought 

f ines. Three hundred and forty down the James River Canal. This 
ouscs and tenements are already important improvement commences 
furnished with water, and the rents at Maiden’s Adventure, on James ri- 
which are daily increasing, amount ver about 30 miles distant, and termi- 
nt this time, April 1834, to 84,000. nates in a deep and commodious basin 
The annual expense of superintend- in the heart of the town. The lolls 
uncc, &c. is 81,000. These works paid to the James River Company on 
may justly he considered the pride of produce descending in the year 1833, 
the city. The water which they sup- amounted to 843,949/and on various 
ply is not only pure and wholesome, articles carried up the Canal to 
out for a considerable part of the year $10,139, making in the aggregate, 
is sufficiently clear to be used without $54,088. Among the items brought 
filters. down, may be enumerated upwards 

The exports of domestic produce of 15,000 hhds. of tobacco, 152,000 
from Richmond to foreign countries barrels of flour, 133,000 bushels of 
are very considerable. In the year wheat, 077,GG4 bushels of coal, 1,37 4 
1833, their value in American vessels, tons of bar and pig iron; and 2,230- 
was ----- $2,4GG,3G0 00 900 lbs. of manufactured tobacco. 

And in foreign vessels, 498,131 00j Among the ascending articles may be 

— mentioned, nearly 31,000 sacks of 

Making the ag’rt. of $2,904, 491 00 1 salt, 297 tons of bar and pig iron, and 
The value of domestic produce, upwards of 3,000 tons of plaster, 
shipped coastwise to the principal lime, Ac. 

Northern Cities, cannot be ascertain- The proximity of the coal mines to 
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Richmond, constitutes 

valuable article of commerce, Re-[is nearly 
side* the quantity brought down the from the 
canal, there were more than 2 , 000 , 0001110 . 
of bushels (4 pecks to the bushel) land is ca 
transDorted on the Chesterfield Rail | to be w 

tolls on which | Connected 
30. The Ches-|80 feet square, 
terminates on the which the 
Manchester side of the river, and de- cleaned, 
serves to be honorably mentioned as | front on the 

ccessful enterprize of the (the whole appe 
state of Virginia. It was ing. The old 
and executed under the di-| upwards of 200, 

Moncure Robinson, a dis-| in the 8 months preceding their ilisi- 
Engineer, and it owes struct ion. It is probable that the op#> 
in its original design and final [rations of the new establishments will 

accomplishment, to the perseverance [be much more extensive. The Gal . 

and patronage of Mr. Mills, one of the [ lego brand, and indeed that of the 
few proprietors of its stock, and an | City Mills generally, has acquired 
owner of one of the extensive coal much celebrity in the South American 
mines at the upper termination of the [markets and elsewhere, 
road MaxalVs Mills , have also a 

James river from Richmond to the reputation: they are 5 stones high 
ocean, presents a tedious and some- and of nearly equal dimensions with 
what obstructed navigation. This Chevallie’s. They work 14 pair of 
with the circumstance that she is sur- stones, with 4 water wheels, ana grind 
rounded by rival towns, each having about 200,000 bushels wheat annnnl- 
its peculiar advantages of location,— ly. This year that quantity will pro- 
will probably prevent the metropolis!bably be exceeded, as it is contemplat- 
from over attaining a high degree ofjed to add 4 additional pair of stone*, 
commercial importance. There is no I Rutherford? s Mill works 8 pair of 
doubt, however, of its final destination stones by 2 water wheels, and grind* 
as a manufacturing city, — as there is [about 90,000 bushels of wheat an¬ 
no spot in the Union en* nually. 
y nature with finer facilities Mayo's Mill in Manchester oppo* 
kind of industry. From the [site to Richmond, works 6 pair 
commencement of the rapids a few [atones by 3 water wheels, and grind* 

fall is upwards of: also about 90,000 bushels of wheat 
the level of tide water, and 

there is scarcely a 
extent of water power 

city and its vi¬ 
se v era I flour- 
establishments which deserve 

The Gallego Flour 

by fire 

in tne spring oi 1333 , tneir present 
proprietor, Mr. Chevallie, is rebuild¬ 
ing them at a more convenient site on 
the bank of the James river basin, and 

i « ii 

cn- 


upon a 



miles 









also about 90, 
annually. 

In the city 
are 5 corn or 
tories for cut 
slitting iron, 
foundery, whose 
sive. 

The 


ry is a 
ment. 




manumc* 
and 
I iron 
extan- 


Manufacto* 
important establish 
ished by Cun- 
Anierfon, in the year 
them with afl its 
hmond Ma. i 







factoring Compai 
an act of the Virj 
the winter of 183 
of stone and brick 
feet long, and 44 
upon the north b; 
few hundred yard 




e in 



the 


of 6 

tip 




mm, 



iter oi 1831. rnc building is 
b and brick, 4 stories high, 146 
ig, and 44 feet wide, situated 
ae north bank of the James, a 
ndred yards west of the Armo- 
jiving. its water power from the 
river canal, immediately below 
nitentiary. The water is also 
ed from the canal in iron pipes 
;hes bore to the building, thence 
i stair-way to within 5 feet of 
'cs, from which in case of acci- 
y fire, every floor except the 
one, can be flooded in a lew sc- 
by simply turning a cock and 
i hose. In this factory are cm- 
from 60 to 70 white operatives 
$0 blacks, from the age of 14 


and 130 blacks, from the age of 14 
and upwards:—a large proportion of 
both descriptions are females. It 
runs 3,776 spindles, and 80 looms, 
together with all the necessary pre¬ 
paratory machinery for spinning and 
weaving, of the most approved kinds, 
and consumes about 1,500 pounds of 
raw cotton per day. 

The fabrics arc heavy,—negro 
shirtings 20 inches wide, 4-4 sheet¬ 
ings and l shirtings of No. 16 yarn, 
and cotton yarns from No. 5 to 20— 
all of which are celebrated for their 
superior quality. The capital em¬ 
ployed is 8120,000. 

The Galltgo Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany was incorporated in January 
1834, and the capital subscribed is 
(150,000. The buildings which it is 
supposed, will be commenced the pre¬ 
sent year, will be located near the 
Gallego Mills. The Franklin Com - 

C \y for the manufacture of paper, 
also been recently incorporated, 
and the capital nearly subscribed. 


which there are issued daily, political 
and commercial papers,—from 1, a 
semi-weekly political,—from 3, week¬ 
ly Religious,—and from I, a monthly 
journal devoted to literature, &c. The 
others are either Book or Job Offices. 
The number of professional men is 
also considerable, and it is the more 
remarkable that so many members of 
the medical faculty should find em¬ 
ployment in a city proverbial for the 
salubrity of its climate. Situated at 
the point of demarcation between the 
upper and lower districts, it is fortu¬ 
nately exempt from many of the mal¬ 
adies which are peculiar to both re¬ 
gions. It is neither visited by the 
enervating autumnal diseases of eas¬ 
tern Virginia, nor by the more violent 
and inflammatory attacks which be¬ 
long to the upper country. The yel¬ 
low fever that scourge of cities more 
populous and commercial, has never 
prevailed. 

The population of Richmond has 
nearly trebled in 30 years. By the 
census of 1800, the free whites num¬ 
bered, .2,837 

Slaves,.2,293 

Free colored persons, - - 607 


By the census of 

whites amounted to 
Slaves, - - - - 

Free colored, - - 


5,737 
1830, the free 
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any for 


van 

has 


and the 


ill the Penitentia 
the city has its di 
various mechanic 

manufactories. ( 
penis there are a 
baps an undue p: 


on state account, 
proportion of the 
ades, and private 
mntiner establish- 


The several classes ] 
in nearly corresponds 
Richmond has been 
proached for a want of 1 
if this virtue consists 
and indiscriminate atte 
gers and visitors,—th 
probably not altogeth 

manners and customs 
called the leadimr cli 



16,060 

increased 
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f what are 
?$, are not 
irginia cha- 
simple and 
t aU consul- 
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erablc low' 
America, 
exist, which 
upon 







castes or classes 
founded principally 

or the 
of fashion, 
either to 
distinction. It 
vice of cities is 
sources of that preju- 
is felt towards them by the 
the country. These re- 
are not to be con- 







a sweeping censure upon 
although in all dense 
populations, there is always a greater 
or less degree of human infirmity,— 
there is also an equal concentration of| 
the more virtuous and noble qualities 
of our nature. 
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and November 
ral Court 
in July and 
of Uni led States , at 
the 22nd of May 
Federal District 
of May , and November 

Billona, P. O. 

Iona Arsenal, 

SO ms. of R., situated 
road, leading from 
Charlottesville. 

Short Pump, P. O 
ms. from R., and 134 


held for till 
Friday he- 
every month: 
May, August 
le Gens• 
Monday 
Circuit Court 

, on 
The 
15 tk 





situated 

W, 



HENRY. 



Henry was created by the Legislature in 1776, from a part of PittSyl- 
vania/county. It is bounded N. by Franklin,—E, by Pittsylvania,—S. by 
Rockingham Co. North Carolina ,—and W. by Patrick. It is nearly in 
the form of a rhomb; and its mean length 20$ miles, mean breadth I7| 
and area 357 square miles. It extends in lat. from 36° 30' to 36° 50* N. 
and in long, from 2° 41' to 3° 08’ W. of W. C. Its extreme southwestern 
angle is crossed by the two branches of Mary’s river, but the greater part 
of the area of the county is included in the valley of Smith’s river, which 
enters the county near its N. W. angle and leaves it near the N. E. angle 

ion in 1820, 5,624,— in 1830, 7,100. Henry belongs to the tenth 
circuit and fifth district. Tax paid in 1832-3, SI 117 16—in 
—On lots, S9 66—on land, $642 26—on 1538 slaves, $384 50- 
horses, §84 54—5 studs, $51 00—6 coaches, $16 50- 
88 00—11 gigs, $5 50. Total, §1201 96. Expended in 

in 1832, @149 52— in 1833, $277 11. 

, VILLAGES, POST OFFICE, 

county buildings whi 
and handsome 
court house bein 
brick wall 
icellent water 
dwelling houses 
■cantiie stores, 1 














199 ms. S. W. 

by W. of R. and 291 from W. 

* 

Leather woods Store, P. O. 284 

from R. 

P. V. and 
county seat , situated near the left bank 
of Irvine or Smith river, about 70 
ms. S. W. of Lynchburg, 207 ms. S. 

Richmond, 

the 


W. 
from W 












It contains 8 
erns, 2 mcr- 
and several 
title villa ■ 
remarkable 
inhabitants: 




Iiiing situated 
mice, 
of the surroundi n 
•applied with 
raf buildings are 
l&tion, 50 whites 
•ieiaus 



Monday 


beautiful emi- 

view 
, and well 
. Seve- 
. Popu- 
3 are phy- 

on the 2nd 

Quarterly 
and Novem - 


Judge Saunders holds his Cir¬ 
cuit Superior Court of Law and Chan- 

\st of May and October. 
RAYLORSVILLE, P. O. 305 IDS. 
W. and 213 from R.—situ¬ 
ated in the western part of the coun- 

frofn Martinsville and 16 
North Carolina line, on the 










among 
It com- 
the 


main southern post read leading from 
Salem, N. C. to Fincastle, Botetourt 
Co., in a romantic 
hills, rivers and 
mands a 
Blue Ridge, 

There is 

the neighborhood, 
free, productive 
watered; but not very 
the water courses. At 
are strong indication 
which are thought to 
this section of country, 
located here a mercantile 
dler, house of entertainment, 
blacksmith shop. Population 
sons: one of whom is a physi 





ISLE OF WIGHT. 




liiLfi of Wight was one of the eight original shires, into which Yir- 
taia was divided in 1634. Its name was originally Warrosquyoake 
•bin. It is bounded N. by James river, which separates it from lames 
City, and Warwick counties, —-R. and S. by Nansemorid,— W. by Black- 
wafer river, which separates it from Southampton, —and N. W. by Surry. 
Its length is 37 miles, width 11; and area 407 square miles ; and it extends 
inlat. from 36° 38' to 37° 07' N. and in long, from 0° 02' to 0° 36' E. 
W. C. This county inclines to the N. E. and S. W. towards the 
and Blackwater. It has many creeks and swamps upon its surface, 
a iirreat variety of soil, though it is generally thin and sandy. 

jmlation in 1820, 10,139—1830, 10,517. It belongs to the first 
cial circuit and first district. Tax paid in 1832-3, $1840 95; in 1833-4 
on lots, §94 34—on land, 8906 62 —2178 slaves, $544 50—117 
'§70 56—7 studs, §68 00—25 coaches, 859 90—6 carryalls 
fig*. Ill25 62, Total, $1876 54. Expended in educating 

In 1832,8442 98; in 1833, $375 40. 
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, Creek , and 



. part of the county, 

101 ms. 



P. O. in 
35 miles S. 
from R. and 

# ISLE OF WIGHT C. H. P. O. 

situated near the centre of the county, 
89 miles S. E. by E. of R. and 35 
a little N, of W Norfolk. 

. County Courts are held on the 1#/ 


j Monday in every 
in March , June 

ber. 

Judge Bar 
Superior Court 
on the 
October. 







Chancery 
seventh of 


from R. 
e village 



stands upon 
and most 
in the county 



handsomest 



about 





N. of 




situations 
W. of 
urry C. H. 12 
C. H. and 28 
seat of justice 


Smitiifield, P. V. in the northern 
part of the county, 80 ms. S. E. by E. 
of R. and 204 from W. C. It is situ¬ 
ated on the south side of Pagan creek, 
a bold and navigable stream, 3 ms. 
from James river and 15 above Hamp¬ 
ton Roads, on an elevated bank, about 
25 feet above the waters of the creek ; 
commanding a beautiful view of both 
land and water scenery,—the country 
for 10 ms. on the opposite side of 
James river is in full view. 

It contains 350 houses, some of 
them handsome, 10 general stores, 
and one apothecary shop, 3 spacious 
houses of public worship, 1 Episco¬ 
palian, 1 Baptist and 1 Methodist, 1 
hotel kept in the best style, and seve¬ 
ral, boarding houses, a male and a 
female academy, in which are taught 
all the branches of polite education, 4 





generally 
being 
the surround* 
from, great 
of the heal* 
The mechani* 
I cabinet 


other schools 
150 
sent 

ing country, 
distances, in 
thiness of the 
cal pursuits are 
maker, 2 
several hands, 
lishments, 1 extensive 
in the vicinity 
The Bacon curing 
ried on here to 
extensively and 
ably than in any 
U. S. The bacon cured 
long been celebrated for its 
flavor, and the manner in 
cured ; —large quantities of it are 
shipped annually in coasting vessels; 
it commands the preference in all the 
markets, and it is a source of great 
revenue. The village is located on 
the main post road leading from Pe¬ 
tersburg to Norfolk 60 ms. from 
former, and 40 from the latter. Popu¬ 
lation 850 persons; of whom 3 are 
attorneys and 3 regular physicians. 





JAMES CITY. 




Char 
by Warwic 
cester 




James City was one of the eight original shires, into w 

by the Legislature in 1634. It is bounded on the 
W. bv New Kent, W. by the Chickahominy river, which 

; S. by James river, which separates it from 
York counties, and York river, separatin 
is 23 miles; its mean breadth 8; 

in lat. from 37° 09’ to 37° 25' N. 
of W. C. The surface of the 
in 1820, 3,161—1830, 3,838. It 
second district. Tax paid in 
41 — 1001 slaves, §250 25 
coaches, §17 00—2 carryalls, 

1832 no school commissions 
children, §54 23. 


0° §3' io 



-4 on 
studs, §30 
Total, ®670 
1833 in 




squaw 
from 




to 

§655 44, in 






_ , §43 80. 
Expended in 
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Jamm Town. 
British settlement 



the first I now 
(1607,) 




longer exista as & place of 
the merchant or artizan; but 





ever 




olden 
lie 

the swiftnes 

and beautiful 


mile of 
12 N. of 
from W. 
20 * 












the spot on 
he fall of 

and the Historian, me Jana on 
which it stood has been for a number 
of years in the family of the Amblers , 
and has been for some time past in 

relic of the 
pointed out to 
hurries past with 
wind in the fleet 
modern steamers 
James, is an 
which we believe be- 

This old town, 
point of land projecting 
river in the southern part 
of James City Co., in lat. 37° 12’ and 
_.0° 14'E:of W. C. 

Stith, in his history of Virginia, 
160) says that in the latter end of 
June 1619 Sir George Yeardley, then 
Governor, called the first assembly 
that was ever held in Virginia, at 
Jamestown; which at that time and 
for many years afterwards was called 
James City. Counties not being then 
kid off, the representatives of the 
people were elected by townships: 
the Boroughs of Jamestown, Hen¬ 
rico, Bermuda Hundred and others, 

their members to the nssem- 


which circumstances, the!was consumed by fire, in April, 1832, 





of R. 
miles 
long. 0° 
on the 


of W.; 
line dividin 
and James City, 
each county in 
little city, thou 
much in wealth or 
many very interestin 
student of the U. 
cradle of our political existence 
for a long time the 
ment of “infant Vir 
contains about 200 dw 
some of which are going 
cay, and more than 1500 i 
many of whom are wealthy, 
pleasantly laid out in parallel streets, 
with a pleasant square in the centre 
of more than 10 acres, where is situ¬ 
ated the Court-house, Clerk’s Office, 
and Markethouse, lately built, through 
which runs the principal street, east 
and west, one mile in length and more 
than 100 feet in width. There is also 
a beautiful green square fronting the 
old Palace, which was formerly the 

iDii 

residence of the Colonial Governor. 
At one end of this street stands 
remains of the old Capitol, w 




lower house was first called the House 
of Burgesses. The acts of this as¬ 
sembly, says Stith, were remitted to 





the 20th 
com 

assembly 


and at the other William and Mary 
College. The place where this cit; 
now stands, and the adjacent country 
presented to the London jwas first known by the name 
be read in the court on'Middle Plantations, and was 
March following; for the jin 1632, by drafts from the 
then the regal power off settlements, principally 
annulling the acts of) Town, 7 miles distant. 

became the scat 




seat of ju $k 
situated on 
till! rivers 
miles distant 
gable streams for sma 


compendious his- 
in the first part of 
information con- 
James Town. 
P. T. and 
j county, 




SIX 


navi- 



ihis colony in 
previous to which 
red at Jamestown 
the public records 
of tne town, 
until 1779, \\ 
Richmond, 
vern, w 
tecs of the Legislatu 








vessels ap-!somc of our most 


pro«h on 



Raleigh Ta¬ 
rn po riant commit- 
mot—where 

pa- 



side, within one triots concerted measures for aiding 



in the 

and where, it 
and others ori 



struggle 

Richard H. Lee 





tablish corresponding 







an to es- 
committees 
of the colo- 
is occu- 
over the por- 
a bust of Sir 
William and Mary 
was founded in 1603, 
during the reign of William and Mary, 

to it a donation of 20,000 
is situated at this 
place, ana wnn various fortunes of 
advance and recession, has continued 

a respectable Literary In- 
Besides this donation it 
penny a lb. duty, on cer¬ 
tain tobaccos, exported from Virginia 
and Maryland, which had been levied 
by the statute of the 25th of Charles 
II. The Assembly also gave it, by 
temporary laws, a duty on liquors 
imported, and skins and furs export¬ 
ed. From these resources it received 
upwards of £3000, commuuibus an- 
nis. The buildings are of brick and 
sufficiently large for the accommoda¬ 
tion of 100 students. By its charter 
dated the 8th of February 1692, it 
was placed under the direction of not 
less than 20 Visitors, and to have a 
President and 6 Professors, who were 

It w r as formerly al- 
a representative in the Gcneral|early 

- Uroou 








already prepared for entering on 
the sciences, they were discouraged 
from resorting to it, and thus the 
school for Mathematics and Moral 
Philosophy, which might have been 
of some service, became of very lit¬ 
tle. The revenues too were exhaust¬ 
ed in acco 
only to acquire 
ence. After the revolution 
tors, having no power to 
circumstances m 
the College, which were 
charter, and bein 
in the number o; 
dertook to change the 
professorships. They excluded 
two schools for Divinity, and that for 
the Greek and Latin languages, and 
substituted others. At present it has 
19 acting Visitors, and is under the 
superintendency of a President and 5 
Professors, embracing the Professor 
of Humanity, who has charge of the 
classical department. There is also 
a Law department in this Institution. 
Fronting the building is a beautiful 
green square, of about 4 acres, In 
the walk leading from the gate to the 
College, stands the marble statue of 
Norborne Berkeley, (Lord Botte- 
tourt,) who was formerly Governor of 
Virginia, and a man distinguished 
for love of 


piety, literature, and in the 
of his administration 


Assemb 



part 

Under this charter a pro lgood government, which was 


the Greek and Latin from the old Capitol i 
professorship of Mathe- it was first erected, 



by Mr 






conversion to 




from an 
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a considerable donation, 
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of that name in Eng- 
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mentioned 
Episco 
and one 
public 
fid at 
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There are 






other public buildings 
is a public jail, an 
, Methodist chapel, 

house. The 
no doubt erect- 
now present 
ing grandeur, 
stores, 1 manufac- 
from the city, 4 
in the vicinity, 3 tan- 
shop, and a num- 
v who are generally 
benevolent societies, 9 
5 regular physicians, j 









m * 







maimng c 
years past it 
County 

Monday in every 
in March , 

her. 

Judge Upshur 
Superior Courts of 
eery on the 7th of 
of October. 



healthy for 
It has the 
I thy the re- 
h for many 









the 22 d 


king & q,ubbn 






Kino 6l Q,ueen was created by act of the Colonial Legislature in 
in the third year of the reign of William and Mary, and formed out 
part of New Kent county. It is bounded by Caroline on the N. W.—Es¬ 
sex N. E.— Piankatank river, separating it from Middlesex, E. — Gloucester 
8. E.—James river S.—and Matapony river, separating it from King Wil¬ 
liam S. W. and W.—Its length is 40 miles, mean width 11, and area 335 sq. 
miles—Extending in iat. from 36° 27' to 37° 56' N. and in long, from 0° 
18' E. to 0° 13* W. of W. C. The surface slopes southward towards Ma¬ 
tapony river, or southeastward towards Piankatank. Large and extensive 
kanlcs of marie rue entirely through the county, which furnish an inex¬ 
haustible source of improvement to this once barren soil: many of the most 
enterprising farmers have tried it, and the land which previously produced 
six to eight bushels of maize or Indian corn to the acre, now 
and 25; and as might be anticipated from such a result a considerable s 
improvement has been excited among the farmers. Marshes nboun 
county, and if reclaimed would doubtless prove valuable 
state contains memorials of greater magnificence than " 

—on t Matanony a beautiful stream which borders the 

it empties into the York river, are the vestiges 
once highly improved seats.—Among these we mi 
—Pleasant Hill-r-Neicington — Mantapike - 

-known as the former residences 
The prevailing religion of King 
have seven chinches, and five ministers 
houses of public worship. There i 
belonging to the reformed 
,and many common schools; 
others, and 2 tanyards. 
county belongs to the 

9 Taxes paid in 1833 , $2340 91—in 1834, on 
18—3064 slaves, $766 00—1439 horses, $86 
$127 00—1 stage, $2 50—10 car 
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, 12296 31. Expended in educating poor chit 
in 1833, §329 37. 
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miles N. EJ.buted 
Washington ;■—! lion. 

part of the County 
county. Monday in 

Carlton’s Stork, P. O. 44 ms. 

E. of It and 137 from W. 



Clarkston, 






ly in March , 
Judge Semple 

O. 32 ms. N. E.i Superior Court 



115 from W. 

Dunkirk, P. O. some times called 
Todd's bridge , 54 ms. N. E. of R. 
and 140 S. W. of W.—It is situated 

lei bank of Mattapony river, situated in the southern 
at the head of tide water, 60 miles a- county. It contains 7 
bove York Town, on the main post! es, one female seminary, 



ry on the 
November. 

Little Plymouth, 
N. E. by E. of R. and 


its popula- 

the fM 
Quarter- 
Nov'r. 
Circuit 

Chance. 

and 






ms. 
W. 
of the 
elling hous- 
which are- 



road leading from Richmond to Tap- 
pahannock, 22 miles from the latter. 
It now contains only one mercantile 
store, and two dwelling houses. This 
place was at one time a village of] 
considerable trade, it was the depot 
for the merchandise, and much oi the 
agricultural produce of the contigu- 


rages from 25 to 30 pupils, one com¬ 
mon school, two coach and gig manu¬ 
factories, 2 mercantile stores, and, 2 

smithshops. Population 50 persons; 
of whom one is a physician. 

Newtown, P. ¥.38 ms. N. E« of 
R. and 99 S. W. of Washington- 
situated in the northern part of 



ous upper country: but its extreme county 3 miles north of the Mattajici. 

•ickliness combined with other caus ny river. It contains 20 dwelling 


es, has nearly obliterated it from ex- 
ietence. There is a toll bridge across 
the Mattapony at this place, owned by 

a private individual. 

KINO A aUEEN C. H. 49 ms. 

from Richmond, and 142 from Wash¬ 
ington,' 



houses, one house of public worship 
belonging to the reformed Baptists (or 
desciples of Campbell,) 1 male semi¬ 
nary, averaging 30 pupils, 2 mercan¬ 
tile stores, a tailor, boot and shoe ma¬ 
ker, and a blacksmith, <fcc. Popula- 







•situated on the flat lands of lion 75. 

file Mattapony, about three quarters Patrick, P. O. 

from the river. It contain! not mentioned on 
usual county buildings. 4 Shackleford’s, 
houses, 2 miscellaneous 
a magazine, and a tan- 
in the vicinity a flour 
manumeturing mill and a gristmill 

y for grinding 
and packing cotton. Population 14 
whites; of whom 1 isanattorney,and 1 ! 
a physician, and 40 colored—total 54. 

f 1 is village is proverbially unhealthy, 
being nearly »urromnded by marshes, 
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Tax 
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937 00—32 
Total 91 


KING GEORGM 


by the 


is bounded N. by 

E. by Westmoreland, S. 
it from Essex and Carolina . 

breadth 10 , and area 180 sq. ms 
23’ N. and in long, from 0° 03’ 
is hilly and soil diversified. 

It belongs to the 5th judicial circuit 
§1,724 87— in 1833-^4, on loti 
slaves, §482 75—1,353 horses, 
coaches, §75 95—14 carryalls, §14 00—73 
Expended in educating poor children in 
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a part of 
separating it 
pahanncck 
Stafford, 
extend a; in 
3‘ W. 




Hampstead, P. O. in the S. E.l 



e of the county, 96 ms. N. E. of Thursday* in every month 

, JU 


8 

y 


County Courts are held on 


nty, 

R. t and 86 ms. S. W. of W. Hamp¬ 
stead is called a village on the post 
Office list, but is in truth merely an 

old established post office, perhap 
the oldest in the county, and equally 
long known as a stand for a store. 
It is situated i mile from Boyd f $ 
hole on the western sshore of the Po¬ 
tomac, and about 6 ms. N. E. of King 
George C. H. in a rich country: the 
staples of which are, corn, wheat and 
cotton. There are no manufactures 
in the Northern neck ; agriculture is 
the pursuit of the whole population. 
Within a mile and a half of Hamp- 

is a Protestant Episcopal 
3 largest class of country^ 

il# k'l*.*], *_■«♦ *e mo 





t of brick: 
its congrega 
all the middle and o' 



of the 


it is called 

lion em- 
ower part 



The Rev. Mr. Gold- 



C. H. P. O. 

centre of the county, 
of R., and 78 ms. S. 
W. of W. There are besides the 
usual county buildings, 14 dwelling 
houses, 1 general store, and 1 tavern. 
The mechanics are, tailors, boot and 
shoe makers 

§tc. Population su persons; 

1 is a pn 


ttrly in March, June, August 
November. 

Judos Lomax hold* his Circuit 

Superior Court of Law and Chancery, 
on the Iff of May and 8 th of Octo¬ 
ber. 

Millville, P. V. 97 ms. from 11, 
and 87 ms. 8. of W. This village 
contains 8 dwelling houses, 2 general 
stores, i grist mill, 1 blacksmith and 

1 shoemaker shop, and 19 i 

Millville is situated on the head wa¬ 
ter of Hosier’s creek, which divides 
King George and Westmoreland 
counties, so tnat a part of the village 
is in each county. 

Port Conway, 

"Port* 60 ms, from 







of W., situated on 
Rappahannock, 
in Caroline, in 
county. It 
houses, 2 mere* 
ml mechanics, 
cinity is 
adapted to corn 
crops cultivated 
location 
town, the 





wheat, the only 
extent. The 
a beautiful one for a large 

back for 2 
Some years 
a tobacco warehouse, 
place, mi con- 
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siderable 
tide, but 
feave 




to wheat aiwl 
Port Conway 


KING WILLIAM, 






extendi 



a lar^e portion of this narrow county, 
vieation. as well as fine shad and h 


Kino William was ©stabliihed by the legislature 
out of a part of King duecn Co, It is bot 
county of Caroline, on the 8, and W. by the Pamunkey river, 
rates it from Hanover and New Kent, and on the N., 
pony river, which separates it from the county of 
mean length is 32 ms.—its mean breadth 8*§ ms., and it 
ms. It extends in lat. from 37° 30', to 37° 57' N. f and in 
09’ E. to O’ 19* W. of W. 

This comity lies very much in the figure of an isosceles trial 
ing from its boundary line with Caroline as its base, for a distance of 45 mi. 
between the two rivers Pamunkey and Mattapony, to their confluence at 
llfot Point, the head of York river. These two branches of York river 

and afford the most conve¬ 
nient navigation, as weii as line sMd and herring fisheries. Excellent 
oysters ana crabs are taken in great abundance a few miles below West 
Point, and even at West Point, where the water is strongly impregnated 
with salt. The Pamunkey is navigable by schooners carrying about 1,600 
bushels, from the Oyster-shell Landing, 2 ms. by land, below Dabneys 
Ferry; which last point is considered the head of tide water, and is about 
35 ms. above West Point, and 16 ms. N. of the City of Richmond. The 
Mattapony is navigable by vessels of somewhat larger burthen, (say 2,©0C> 
bushels) from Aylett’s, a small village, on the S. bank of the river, about 30 
ms. above West Point, and 28 ms. N. of the City of Richmond, and 20 ms. 
from Tappahannock, in the county of Essex. Navigation is extended a 
few miles above Aylett’s, to Dunkirk bridge by boats and small schooners, 
with light loads. With very trifling expense or trouble, the navigation 
might be made good to Dunkirk for any vessel that could reach Aylett’s, 
and the river might be readily and cheaply cleared out, so as to afford good 
it navigation many miles higher. 

The crops are chiefly of corn, and wheat, although 

cultivated. Tobacco (as in most of the tide w 
in almost abandoned. Very profitable business may 

ing wood and timber for market from 
is the only public seminary in 
an excellent brick building, calculated 
board, situated immediately on 

H. and 5 ms. distant from either place, in a very healthy 
part of the county. This has been always esteemed an in¬ 
considerable merit, and has generally enjoyed an excellent 
sc 1 ool, in which the usual branches of an academic education are taught. 
It is now in good hands, and may be justly recommended to the public. 

There is a Port Office at this Academy. 

a very religious county, with but little, if any appearance cl bi¬ 
gotry, intolerance or fewticism. The Baptists are the most numerous sect, 
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slaves, 8829 

11152 00-.- 

Expended in 



portion. 

legation of Methodists, who have a large and 
rship, called Powell’s chapel. There are also 
usually attend religious worship at the Acquintaine 

’ urches, viz:—Mangohick, Cat tail, 

These churches are for the most 
denominations. There is also an 
Beulah, used exclusively, it i 
denominated the old Baptists. Populatic 

3,389 were whites—and 5, 
the 4th judicial circuit and aecond 
1 —-in 1834, on lots, §20—on land, §1, 

75—1,655 horses, §99 30—7 studs, §100 

carryalls §14 00—222 gigs, §126 26. 

educating poor children in 1832, §236 10—in 
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and 
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Aylett’s P. V. 27 ms. N. E. ofjthe river flats is quite productive. The 



110 from W., situated at the 
of navigation on the banks of] 
Mattapony river, a branch of York 
river, about 30 ms. from its junction 
with the Pamunkey, to form York 
river. It contains 15 dwelling houses, 
3 mercantile stores, and 4 groceries. 
The mechanics are, tailors, house 
carpenters,wheelwrights, blacksmiths, 
icc. Population 50 whites, and 60 
colored. Total 110. Aylett’s, in 
proportion to the inhabitants it con¬ 
tains, is a place of considerable trade. 
Many thousand bushels of grain, are 
shipped annually to the neighboring 




marlcets, and coastwise. Vessels of maker. 


eaav draft 




3 to 4 

tF 

struction 


water can ascend up the 
and load at this village; 
8 ms. below the bar 
of the burthen ofl 
meet with no ob- 
navigation. In the 
ce are several ma- 
Is, and 5 houses 
1 Episcopalian, 2 





ms. distant, 

•pec table 
surrounding countr 
loam, and better a 
I tire of maize 
wheat, or 


is situated 4 
eminary ol re¬ 
oil of the 
ht, sandy 
cut- 



inhabitants of the neighbourhood are 
intelligent, and in easy circumstances 
Several handsome mansions are 

cated near it, built in a modem 
handsome style, and iheir fine appear¬ 
ance adds importance and beauty to 
this little village. 

Brandywine, lies at the intersec¬ 
tion of the road leading from Aylett’s 
to Newcastle ferry, with the road lead¬ 
ing from Mechanicsville to the €. H. 
7 ms. from Aylett’s, from Newcas¬ 
tle ferry, 10 ms, from the C. H. 

5 from Mechanicsville.—It 
excellent tavern, a grocery, 





g’g 


Enfield, P. O. 108 ms. 
36 from R., and about 
Mechanicsville, and 

Dabney’s ferry, on 

from that ferry to Ayl 
tains 2 stores, a 
ker, cabinet maker, 
ness maker, and a 
Green Mount, 

R. and 104 ms. 

KING WILLIAM 
N. E. of 
W. C., 

ny 

the former, 

ms. distant both 
r on - demy and the Pi 














ms. 
from 
Mattapo- 
ms. from 
latter, 6 
Aca- 
ms. from 



II randy wine, and 10 
It contains, besides 
buildings, 8 dwelling 







Aylett’s. j 
usual county 
several 
J mercantile 
and buildings 
improvement, 
ement, especially 

consist- 
s office, and 2 
of brick, and 
with an iron 
laid off in a square 
set with grass, 
by a grove of locust trees. 
75 persons; of whom 1 is 
, and 2 are regular physi- 


an 

cians. 

County Courts are held on the 4th 
Monday in every month:— Quarterly 
in March, May , August and Novem¬ 
ber. 

Judos Semple holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 1st of April and September. 





the C. 







ms. below 
stores, and several 

ms. from 
is here 
maker, 

, m . 


Mangohick 
W., and 
a store, 
shoemaker, 
tant 10 ms. 

Piping Tree 
E. of R., and 
on the Pamunke 
of Aylett’s, thoug 
yet it is not 
more than a comfortable tavern house 
and ferry on the road leadin 
to R. 

Rumford Academy, P. 
ms. a little S. of W. from W., and 32 
N. E. of R., situated on Mattapony 
river, 6 ms. below Avlett’s, and 6 ms. 

above the C. H. The mail arrives 

twice a week. (See above in descrip¬ 
tion, of the county.) 



situated 

* 

ms. 8. 
village, 
any thing 





LANCASTER. 



Lancaster was created by the legislature in 1652; —we are not 

from what county it was taken, it is bounded N. by Richmond and Northum¬ 
berland counties, E. by Northumberland, and the Chesapeake, S. and W. 
by the Rappahannock river, which separates it from Middlesex. Its length 
Is 24 ms., mean breadth 8, and area 300 sq. ms., and it extends in lat. from 
27° 35', to 37° 55’ N., and in long, from 0° 22’, to 0° 40’ E. of W. C. It 
is deeply indented on its Rappahannock border with several small but very 
convenient bays. Population in 1820, 5,517—in 1830,4,801. It 
to the 5th judicial circuit and 3d district. Tax paid in 1832-3, 8971 
1833-4, on land, §462 86—1,385 slaves, 1346 25— 

2 studs, *16 00—29 coaches, *60 00—7 carryalls, W( uu— iub gigs, 
*59 40. Total, *989 79. Expended in educating poor children in 1882, 
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coun- 
about 30 
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ms. 




Pain’ ^ 
from W., and 
between 
rotoman rivers 
of the former, 
mouth of the 
called Carrotoman 
and 8. for the 
tween those 2 rivers 
years kick, this 
siderable trade, but 







ms. 
situated 
Gar- 

w 

ms. from the mouth 

the 



houses, 




and 153 ms. 

V 

ms. N. of the 
river, and 
navigable waters of 
It contains 40 
3 mercantile stores, 

Various mechanical 
carried on; and in the 
in different directions, 
houses of public worship, 1 

1 Baptist, and 2 Metho- 
Population 130 persons; of 
whom 1 is a physician. 

Nuttsyille, P. V. in the northern 
part of the county, 138 ms. 8. S. E. 
of W., and 76 N. E. by E. of R., sit¬ 
uated 7 ms. above Lancaster C. H. y 
in a N. W. direction, and about 2 ms. 

from the Rappahannock river. Thisiby an immense growth of oak, 
place was established 35 or 40 years!pine woods, an article of considerable 
since, by a person by the name of value in the trade of this section of 
Wm. D. Nutt, (hence Nuttsville) and country. 


tains only 4 or 5 
school, a Baptist meet in 
2 boot and shoe factories. Popula¬ 
tion 40. The soil is fertile, producing 
well. The principal crops are wheat, 
Indian corn, ana cotton. Though 
situated between 2 large commercial 
rivers, not more than 1 mile from 
either, the view Is entirely obstructed 



LOUDOUN. 








Loudoun was created by the Legislature in the year 1757, and formed 

of Fairfax county. It is bounded on the N. by the Potomac, 
it from Frederick county, Maryland, and on 
river, separating it from Montgomery county, 
lax, —S. by Prince William and Fauquier,—and W. 
which separates it from Frederick and Jefferson counties, 
from S. E. to N. W. 22 miles, mean breadth 21, and area 
and it extends in lat. from 38° 42' to 39° 18' N. and 

The most prominent feature of this county is its ran; 

dge divides this county from Frederick 
running on the summit. It presents here that uniformity and general ap¬ 
pearance, which characterizes it, throughout this State, blaring gaps or de¬ 
pressions every eight or ten miles, through which the public reads pass. 
Its altitude here varies from about 1000 to 1400 feet above tide water, and 
from 300 to 700 feet above the adjacent country: and its course is about 
8. S. W. Another range of nearly equal height, and similar features, called the 
Short Hills commences at the Potomac river about 4 miles below Harper’s 








EASTERN VJEGJ 










county, where 

it; beyond which it unmeaiateiy rises 
further, where it abruptly terminate®, 
mountain commence* at the Potomac river, 

below Harper 1 * Ferry, and 
Blue Ridge, nearly through the county; and forms a 
miles wide, from the northern to the southern boundary 
This mountain does not probably exceed an avers 

country, though some of 
It rises near the Potomac 
in the same range becomes alternately 
until it reaches the neighborhood of 
into several branches, and presents the a 
ed and hilly country, deeply indented by the severals 





passing through 
about 3 mites 
the Kittoctan 
of Rocks in 
parallel to the 
of about If 
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more than 300 
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where it li¬ 
nn elevnt- 







On reaching the Leesburg and Snicker 5 s Gap turnpike road, a distance 
11 or 12 miles, it expands to 3 miles in width, and continues much the 
same until after it is brolten by Goose Creek, and its tributary the N. W. 
Fork, when it gradually loses itself in the hills of Goose Creek and Lit- 
tie river, before reaching the Ashby’s Gap turnpike. Immediately S. of 
Aldie on Little river, another range commences called the Bull Run moun¬ 
tain, and extends in a single range into Fauquier county. This range 
might properly be considered a continuation of the easternmost range of the 
Kittoctan, as its course and some of its features correspond very nearly 
with iit, save only that it is higher than any of the ranges of the latter, ex¬ 
cept the western. No range of mountains or even hills ol much elevm* 
tion exists E. of the Kittoctan, that being the first range met with above 
tide water. Three or four detached hills, with an elevation of 100 or 200 
feet above the adjacent country, are on the waters of the N. W. Fork of 
Goose Creek, and are all that are deemed worthy of notice. 

It may be perceived, on reference to the map, by the course of the waters, 
that the general slope of the county is to the N. E. The streams thrtt 

rise in the Blue Ridge mostly run to the E., until they approach the Kit- 
toctan mountain, where they either turn more to the N. or S. to pass that 
range by the N. W. Fork and Goose Creek, or by the Kittoctan creek 
that falls into the Potomac, above the Point of Rocks. E. of the Kittoc¬ 
tan mountain the streams generally pursue a N. course, 
creek is very crooked, its basin does not exceed ab ut 12 
S. and includes the whole width of the valley between 
cept a small portion in the N. E, angle of the count 


The Kittoctan 




receives many 




course measuring its meanders would exceed 35 miles in 

in the last 18 miles of its course. 

Goose Creek where it enters 
stream and pursues gene 
streams, until it passes the first 
receive® a large tributary, the N. 
stream rises in the Blue Ridge, and pursues a 
with the Beaver Dam, coming from the S. W. 
foctan mountain, where their united waters pass 
Gecsas Creek. After receiving the N. W. Fork, the main stream pursues 
generally an E. N. E. course for a few miles further, where it receives the 
Little river from the S. This stream rises in Fauquier county W. of ills 
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above the Kilt- 
harrow valley to 
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miles, and 
drains ne« 
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mouth. 


n, and enters this county a few miles above Aldie, and 
Nf. E. course until after passing that town, when it turns 
and falls into Goose Creek. The now increased stream 
lore to the N, E. and N. and finally falls into the Poto- 
of Leesburg. Its length in this county is about 30 











It 

its 


of 100 feet, in the last 
of the county, and is 


Broad Run the next stream of consequence, E. of Goose Creek, rises in 
Prince William county, and pursues a N. course with some meanderings 
tin OHOtgh this county, and falls into the Potomac about 4 miles below the 
mouth of Goose Creek. Sugar Land run, a smaller stream, rises partly 
m this county, though its course is chiefly in Fairfax county, and falls into 
the Potomac at the N. E. angle of this county. In the S. E. angle of the 
county several streams rise and pursue a S. and S. E. course, and consti¬ 
tute some of the upper branches of Occoquan river. 

This county is not rich in minerals, though there are some small indi¬ 
cations of Iron ore in several places. A furnace formerly existed at the E. 
base of the Kittoctan mountain, on the margin of the Potomac river, but 
has been out of blast for a good many years, owing to the scarcity of fuel. 
The ore in the vicinity is said to be abundant, and the water-power there used 
was obtained from the Kittoctan creek, W. of the mountain, by excavating 
lit tunnel through one of its spurs, 500 feet through the rock and 60 feet 
below the surface of the hill. Magnetic iron ore has been found in some 
places, and that, or some other similar substance, bm an, effect upon the 
needle of the surveyor’s compass, and renders surveying very difficult 
where great accuracy is required. In some instances the needle has been 
known to he drawn 7° from its true course. This effect is more or less 
observed nearly throughout the Kittoctan mountain, and in many other 
places in the county. In one place it is said that silver has been obtained 
m small quantity, and in another place there is an indication of copper ore, 
but whether sufficiently rich to justify working, remains to be tested. 
Small angular lumps of a yellowish colored substance have been found in 
• few places, embedded in rock, and supposed to contain sulphur, from the 
strong sulphurous smell given out on its being exposed to a strong heat, 
limestone has not been found in many places near the surface of the 
ground in this county. It is found in Di fg*s valley and some other places, 
and quarries are worked N. E. of Waterford, on the E. side of the Black 
Oak Ridge, and at the base of the Kittoctan mountain, where Goose Creek 
first atmroaches it. Near the latter niece, marble is found of an excellent 
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The different strata of rocks and earth, throughout the county, have a 
direction parallel with the mountain, and an elevated position inclining to 
the west, evidently shewing some general cause in their formation. 

Perhaps no county in the State is better watered for all purposes except 
manufacturing in times of drought. The springs are generally small and 
very numerous, and many of them are very lasting tho* liable to be effect¬ 
ed by drought In such cases by absorption, and evaporation, the small 
streams are frequently exhausted before uniting and render the larger ones 
too light for manufacturing purposes. Many of our farms might be 
divided into fields of ten acres each and have running water in each of 
them in ordinary seasons. But one spring in the county is large enough 
to turn a mill, and that is near Leesburg, on which is a large merchant 
mill capable of manufacturg 75000 bushels of wheat in a year. 

The most common growth of timber found here, is the white, black, 
Spanish, red, and box oak; hickory and green maple; white and yellow 
poplar; black and white walnut, ash, sassafras, dogwood, chestnut, and 
chesnut oak on the mountains, peach oak (so called from the resemblance 
of its leaves to that of the peach tree;) in low grounds and near the mar- 
gin of streams, is the sycamore, red, and slippery elm, birch and somt 
beech: the persimmon, black and red haw or white thorn is common and 


beech; the persimmon, black and red haw or white thorn is common and 

the Virginia thorn, suitable for hedging, is found in the eastern part of the 
county. <Common locust is found in part of the county; the quaking asp 
is occasionally met with, and so is the yellow pine; and on some of the 
cliffs of Goose Creek and Beaver Dam, the hemlock or spruce pine is to 
be found. The wild May cherry or service berry, the witch hazel, fringe 
tree, red bud, papaw and spicewood are not uncommon. Three varietiee 
of the large grape commonly called fox grape, and several kinds of lesser 
grapes, are found here, and were formerly very common. 

Almost every kind of fruit common to this climate succeeds well, espe ¬ 
cially apples, peaches, cherries, plums, quinces and grape*: the farmers 
generally are very remiss in improving their orchards by selecting good 
fruit, hut lately more attention has been paid to that subject and the good 
effects are becoming visible. 

This county contains all the varieties of soil, from a rich alluvium to that 
of an unproductive clay. That part of it lying E. of a line drawn from 
the Potomac river near Leesburg by Aldie to the Fauquier line, is much 
more unproductive than that pari to the W. partly on account of an infe- 
not soil, and partly in consequence of that wretched system of farming 
hitherto too much practised in Virginia, of cropping with corn and to* 
bacco, without end voring to improve the quality of the soil Some of 
it that formerly produced 30 or 40 bushels of corn to the acre is now 
thrown out to the commons, and considered useless. A good teal of this 
part of the county is very level, and hat a day soil, and is mom produc* 
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this county are characterized by a commendable 
A charter has been obtained and 
a company to Improve the navigation 
its tributaries by a lock and dam system, 
to make a rail road from the mouth 
the Point of Rocks in Maryland, to Upperville in 






A very considerable contrast is observable in the manners of the inhabi 
(ants in different sections of the county. That part of it lying N. W. 
Waterford was originally settled principally by Germans, and is now called 
the German settlement, and the middle of the county S. W. of Waterford 
and W. of Leesburg, was mostly settled by emigrants from the middle 
States, many of whom were members of the society of Friends. In these 
two sections the. forms are generally from one to three hundred acres each 
iind are mostly cultivated by free labor. In the S. and E. parts of the county 
the farms are many of them much larger and principally cultivated by slave 
labor. 

Very extensive prospects may be seen on some of the summits of the 
Ridge. From the east side nearly all Loudoun, with a good deal of 

Fairfax and Fauquier, is in full view, also a considerable part of Culpeper, 
and Prince William counties in this State, with Frederick and Montgo¬ 
mery counties of Maryland, and even some of Prince George county E. 
Washington City. From the W. side of the summits may be seen £ 
nandoah, Frederick, Berkley, and Jefferson counties in this State—with 

county, Maryland, and some of the mountain summits 
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Bloomfield, P. V. 51 ms. N. W. 
by W. of W., and 163 from R, f situat 
oil within a mile of Snickers villa. It 
contains 12 dwelling houses, 2 mer¬ 
cantile stores, 1 tanyard, 1 tin plate 
worker, 1 tailor, 1 cabinet maker, 1 
boot and shoe factory; and in the vi¬ 
cinity there is a Baptist house of wor¬ 
ship in which a school is kept. Pop¬ 
ulation 40. 

Edward’s Ferry, P. O. This 
ferry is across the Potomac, at the 
point at which the road crosses that 
river between Rockville, in Mont¬ 
gomery county, Maryland and Lees¬ 
burg", on the upper side of the mouth 
of Goose creek, 21 ms. a little N. of 
W. from Rockville, 4 ms. N. E. of 
Leesburg, and 31 ms. N. W. of W. 
The IP. O. is on the Maryland side. 

Grioosyillk, P. V. 40 ms. W. of 
W.» and 162 from R. This place 
received a charter of incorporation a 
few year* since, but has not progres¬ 
sed in improvement,— 1 family, a 
store and a P. O. are all it yet con¬ 
tains, although it is situated in a fer¬ 
tile and densely settled country, 9 ms. 
W. of Leesburg, the county seat, 12 
ms. S. of Waterford, and the same 
distance 3. E. of Hillsborough, 8 ms. 
E. of Snickersville, 6 ms. N. E. of 
Middleburg, and 8 ms. W. of Aldie. 

Goshen, a small village in the 
southern part of the county, about 35 


Store, P. O. 159 
37 from W. 
u, at the ©aMern 
Ridge, in the north- 
mnty, 43 ms. N. N. 
165 from E. It is 
id in the midst of a 
y, and busmeiylike 
>ut 4 ms. E. of the 

m Harn®r , 8 ferrv to 


A line 

of stages passing from Harper’s ferry, 
to Leesburg, passes through this 
place, and unites at the latter place 
with one leading to 'Washing tor. —4 
mails a week are received at Hills¬ 
borough. It contains 30 dwelling 
houses, 3 mercantile stores, 1 Metho¬ 
dist house of worship, 1 Academy, 2 
flour manufacturing mills, 1 tavern 
and a temperance society. The me¬ 
chanics are a tanner, saddler, boot 
and shoe manufacturer, tailor, hatter, 
cabinet maker, 2 wagon makers, and 
1 blacksmith. Population 172 per¬ 
sons ; of whom 1 is a physician. 

Holme’s Mill, P. O. 40 ms. W. 
of W. and 162 from R. 

Hoysville, P. O. 43 ms. from W. 
and 165 from R. The country around 
is thickly settled and generally 
healthy; the quality of the land is 
equal to any in Virginia; the princi- 
ral products of the soil, are wheat, 
rye, corn, and oats, which are rained 
in great abundance. Hoysville liens 
to the E. of Kittoctan mountain, and 
IJ ms. from Kittoctan creek, about 2 
ms. S. of Potomac river, and 3 as. 
distant from the Point of Rocks, at 
which the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca¬ 
nal, and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail 

Hi 

Road meet. There are several flour 
manufacturing mills in the neighbor¬ 
hood, and mechanics of almost every 

description. 

_ Htohesville, P. O. 4 ms. from 
Leesburg , and 36 ms. N. W. of W., 
and 158 ms. from R. 

ijicjcSBURG, P* V. and Stctf ii/ 
Justice , 81 ms. N. W. of W. C. mod 
153 N. of R. in lat 39° 07’, and long, 
0° O’ W. of W. C. It is a -well built, 
and neat village, located near a small 
ridge of mountains. The environs 
are waving and well cultivated, and 
delightfully variegated by hill and 
dale. It contains about 500 houses. 
22 general stores, 3 houses of public 
worship, 1 Presbyterian, 1 EpiKOj^ 
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wagon maker, 2 hat factories, 2 print. 
mg offices, each issuing a weekly 
paper; and all other necessary me- 
chanics for an inland town. The 
public buildings are large, convenient, 
handsome and substantial. The C. 
H. in the centre of a square well en¬ 
closed with a brick wall, the market 
house and jail of brick. The town 
ii situated a quarter of a mile E. of 
Kittoctan mountain, on a high and 
healthy plain, If ms. N. of Potomac 
liter, and 2 ms. N. of Goose creek, 
surrounded by a fertile and well cul¬ 
tivated country adapted to the growth 
ol wheat, Indian corn, and tobacco— 
the former the staples. The streets 
•re well paved, and the town, sup- 
plied with fin© water, in pipes of 
irood, from a spring issuing at the 
base of Kittoctan mountain. It is 
governed by a Mayor and 12 Coun¬ 
cillors, and is not excelled for morali¬ 
ty by any town in Virginia. Popu¬ 
lation 1,700 persons; of whom 5 are 
practising physicians, 2 dentists and 
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P. V. in the N. 
nty, 48 ms. N. W. 
»ra R. It contains 


in a flourishing condition, being lo¬ 
cated in the centre of a German 
neighborhood, the inhabitants of which 
are industrious and wealthy. 

Mibdleburo, P. V. on Goose 
creek, the S. S. W. part of the county, 
48 ms. N. W. by W. of W. and 143 
ms. from R., situated 12 ms. from the 
top of the Blue Ridge, at Ashby’s 
Gap, the corner of Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties, | of a mile from 
the Fauquier line, and 16 ms. from 
Leesburg , the County Seat. It con¬ 
tains 70 dwelling houses, 7 mercan¬ 
tile stores, selling on an average 
830,000 worth of goods per annum, 
2 houses of public worship, 1 metho- 
dist, and l free for all denominations, 
1 classical school, 1 English school 
for males, 2 female academies and 2 
hotels. The mechanical pursuits are 
I tanner and currier, 2 coach manu¬ 
facturers, 2 boot and shoe factories, 2 
wagon makers, 2 blacksmiths, 1 chair 
maker, 2 tailors, 1 cabinet maker, 2 
house carpenters, 2 saddlers, and 3 
milliner, and mantua makers. Mid- 
dleburg is a growing and prosperous 
village, surrounded by a beautiful and 
fertile country. Its situation is ele¬ 
vated and airy,—the houses are not 
crowded, but scattered regularly over 
several gradually rising eminences. 
The face of the surrounding country 
is diversified and picturesque,—both 
from the aspect of its rolling or waved 
surface, and the richness and fertility 
of soil. There are within the cir¬ 
cumference of 10 ms. 18 flour mini* 

entifullv filled 
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plentifully watered, large flowing dwelling houses are in d 
streams abounding in the country of progression, 
around. The village itself contains The ground plot of t 
numerous and inexhaustible wells of sists of 3 parallel street 
the purest and best water. There are more than f a mil 
are some sulphur and other medici* sected by 8 other street; 
nal springs in the neighbourhood, gles. The distance fro 
which have not had that attention Middleburg, Union, am 
paid to them which they deserve, but spectively about 8 ms. 
which in a few years will most pro- are the nearest towns i 
bably become public resorts. Popu- pete with, considering I 
lotion 430 persons; of whom 2 are the population, and th 
attorneys and 4 practising physicians, ness of the country, it 
Mount Gilead, P. V. 37 ms. that two good establishr 
N. W. of W., and 159 ms. from R. kind of business would 
It is situated nearly in the centre of ported here. And 
this fertile and wealthy county, on the healthiness of the place 
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Kittoctan Mountain, at the intersec- tradesmen and mechanics the great- 
tion of two public roads, one leading est advantages; to boarding school 
from Snickers Gap to Alexandria — and infirmary institutions the most 

the other through a line of towns eligible situation. It contains at pre- 
firom the S. to Philadelphia. The sent 1 mercantile store, 1 handsome 
site of this village is a beautiful cmi- school house built expressly for the 
Hence, which rises to a moderate purpose, and the Methodist society 
height, in a wide gap, or opening in hold their meetings for worship there- 
the mountain. From the bleak winds in; an infirmary, which is an infant 
of the north it is protected, by a much institution intended for the restoration 
higher summit of the same mountain, of persons laboring tinder chromic 
The prospect from this place is diseases,-and which lias been attended 


the mountain. From the bleak winds in; an infirmary, which is an infant 
of the north it is protected, by a much institution intended for the restoration 
higher summit of the same mountain, of persons laboring tinder chromic 
The prospect from this place is diseases,-and which lias been attended 
most varied and extensive. To the with unusual success,—2 boot and 
E. and S. is a beautiful rolling moun- shoe factories, 1 cooper’s shop, 2 cabi- 
tainous country. But it is on the W. net makers; and in the vicinity there 
side of the village that the curious is a large and spacious house of pub- 
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may behold the finest scenery in na- lie worship (Baptist.) This place 
ture. Here a valley opens to view must rise in importance as it is lo- 
about 10 ms. wide, extending between eated in a healthy, fertile district; a 
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ctan, and Blue mountains as canal or slack water navigation is 
3 eye can reach; diversified about to be constructed on Goose 
mi dales, fields and forests : creek, 1 branch of which will tertni- 
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mt 11 ms. both from the wii- 
>ose creek, and Beaver Dam. 
over the latter, an excellent 
stone bridge, and over 1 
t superior wooden arched 
Montville contains several 












There 



II taverns, 1 manufacturing flour mill, 
2 smith shops, 2 boot and shoe facto¬ 
ries, and various other mechanics. 

Po 

neighborhood is 
remarkably gooa, and is valued in 
market at 35 and 40 dollars an acre. 
The principal pursuit of the inhabi- 
t&nts, is agriculture,—cattle grazing 

to some extent, 
uarries in the 
called Mounts quarry 
whetstone, and situated 
of Goose creek; near 
are very strong indica- 
The neighborhood 
with lime of the best quality, 
and various other minerals. 

Noland’s Ferry, P. O. 43 ms. 
N. W. of W., and 165 from R. The 
P. O. is situated a little above the 
mouth of Monocacy river. 

Oatland Mills, P. O. 37 ms. N. 
W. of W. and 154 from R. But for 
its locality, this P. O. would deserve 
no further notice than is taken in this 
work of many others ot the same im¬ 
portance: "but although of little ac¬ 
count, in point of revenue, it is of 
utility to a populous neighbor- 
, and furnishes one of the deside¬ 
rata for this Gazetteer, as the large 
body of land which is included in the 
Oatland tract, affords a tolerable cri¬ 
terion of the soil for some miles N. 
and S. of it. Bordering on the Kit- 
toctan mountain, the soil is stiff and 
atony, except such as is adjacent to 
witter courses, or the base of hills, 
where it receives the benefit of large 

matter, rendering 
it loamy and inexhaustible: but in the 

a generous quality, re¬ 
lover as its sta- 
so pertinacious- 
the washing of[ 
still it is an 

anomaly, that some of the richest por- 
tions of this soil will not produce 
wheat—while rye, oats, and corn, sel- 
iosa foil to equal the most sanguine 
k©pes of the cultivator. There 





count 


E. of 

the Blue Ridge, which better deserves 
the appellation of pasture land, than 
this; for there are very,few parcels 
where the white clover does not grow 
spontaneously in the greatest abun¬ 
dance. In this section of country na¬ 
ture has been sparing of her minera 
logical favors, 
some places, 
abundant as to cause 
Marble, such as the 
tomac abound with, i 
shallow strata, but is 
attention. Lime stone 










pair 




the greatest abundance, 

adapted, as a manure. 

The Oatland Mills consist 
merchant stones, capable of 
40 barrels of flour per day, 
of country stones, and another for 
plaister,—with an oil mill and 2 wool 
carding machines, all under different 
roofs, but in buildings so closely con¬ 
nected as to combine the convenience 
of a single one,—there is also a saw 
mill adjacent; all of which are worked 
by Goose creek, a bold stream empty¬ 
ing into the Potomac river, 12 ms. 
below. Across this creek, a few rods 
from the mills, is an excellent bridge 
of 120 feet span, lately erected at the 
cost of the county. Through the in¬ 
defatigable zeal of the Honorab 
F. Mercer, a lopogra 
Goose creek has recently 
with a view of rendering it navi 
by a canal, intersecting th 
and Ohio Canal 
the probable cost, 
will not exceed 
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, 38 ms. from W. and 
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Bmickbesville, P. V. in the wes¬ 
tern part of the county, 49 ms. W. of 
W., and 165 from R. This is a 
thriving and healthy village, advan¬ 
tageously situated at the soutli eastern 
base of the Blue Ridge mountain, in 
the midst of a densely populated and 
business-like neighborhood. It con¬ 
tains 16 dwelling houses, 1 house of 
public worship, free for all denomina¬ 
tions, I common school, 1 Masonic 
hall, 2 taverns, 2 mercantile stores, 2 
boot and shoe factories, 1 tailor, 1 
wagon maker, 3 blacksmiths, and 1 
copper and tin plate worker. This 
section of the county is remarkable 
for the fertility and productiveness of 
its soil. A good turnpike from Win¬ 
chester to Alexandria, passes through 
it, and intersects at the former place 
with one from Washington to Win¬ 
chester, which passes through Lees¬ 


burg. An 






P. O. 
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excellent line of stages, 
fids from Washington to 
1, in Indiana, passes thro* 
Winchester and Leesburg 
week are received at the 
pulation 98 persons; of 
i an attorney, and 2 are 


Leesburg and War rent on, not more 
than 200 yards from the Fauquier 
line, and 3 ms. from the Blue Ridge. 
It contains 64 dwelling houses, 3 mer¬ 
cantile stores, 2 taverns and 1 hotel, 
1 manufacturing flour mill, 3 houses 
of public worship, 1 Baptist, I Me¬ 
thodist, and 1 free for all denomina¬ 
tions, and another is now being erect¬ 
ed by the Episcopalians,—I Acade- 

taught, and 1 common school. The 
mechanics are, a tanner, hatter, 3 
boot and shoe manufacturers, 2 mill 
wrights, 1 saddler, 2 house joiners, 1 
tin plate worker, 1 bricklayer, 2 stone 
masons, and 2 plasterers. Upper* 
ville is surrounded by a very popu¬ 
lous and fertile country, remarkably 
well watered, and the land adapted to 
the growth of corn and wheat, and to 
grazing, which last is extensively 
carried on. This i place is distant from 
Alexandria, 46 ms., and 54 from W. t 
and its produce is principally carried to 
the former. Should the contemplated 
improvement of the navigation of 
Goose creek fjo into operation, it will 
afford an easier mode of transporta¬ 
tion, and add greatly to the wealth, 
and industry of this neighborhood, 
giving the former a choice of markets, 
besides lessening by more than one 
half, the expense of transportation. 
Population 300 persons; of whom 1 
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LOUISA. 





Louisa was created by the Legislature in 1742, and was taken 
upper portion of Hanover county. It is bounded N. by Orange and S 
sylvanta—N. E. by Spottsyl vania,—E. by Hanover,—B.. by Goochland 
ind Fluvanna, and W. by Albemarle. Situated between 37° 45' and 38° 
6* If. lat., and between 0° 42' and 1° 17' W. long, from Washington. 
This county is near the centre of Virginia and near the centre of the re- 
Ion between tidewater and the Blue Ridge. Its mean length is from the 
e of Albemarle to that of Hanover, 30 miles; its mean breadth, from 
the upper part of Goochland to that of Spottsylvania, 18 miles: area 550 
aq. miles. 

Water Courses. —The South Anna , an arm of the Pamunky, runs 
miles through this county in a S. E. direction. On the Orange 
•ylvania line, the North Anna runs an equal distance, bounding Loui 
the N. and N. E. Little river, and Newfound river, rise in 

entered Hanover, run, the former into the North-Anna 
into the South-Anna. Hopes are entertained of rendering all 
gable to some extent: the South-Anna to the upper 
within 10 miles of its source; and the North-Anna nea 
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(here called creeks;) of which 24 are 
South-Anna, and one to Little river. 
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e, dogwood, and 
1 undergrowth is chinquepin, 

M is exhausted by cultivation, 

pine; which in 15 or 
restoring the soil. 

There are no mountains. The ground is 
■lance combining with injudicious ploughing, 
texture of the soil, to accelerate its impoverishment 
sweeps off much of the richest earth. Towards the 
county is a singular tract of country, of about 8 
“Green Spring land,” (from the mineral spring of that name 
This tract lies in an irregular circle, of from four to six 
and far exceeds all other high land in the county, both in native fertility, 
and in susceptibility of improvement. Its soil is a dark grey, containing 
verv little sand, or stone of any kind; and resting, at a depth of 12 or 15 

upon a stratum of compact, firm, red clay, scarcely penetrable by 
water. Thus the “Green-Spring land” avoids the two great characteristic 
defects of Louisa land — too large an intermixture of sand, and a too gritty 
and porous foundation. It is particularly suited to wheat; yielding 8 or 10 
bushels to one of seed, without manure; and capable of being made to yield 
15, 20, or 30 to one. This oasis is not heavily limbered: its oak and 
hickory are rather stinted : it has little or no pine; and a good deal of 
black-jack —elsewhere a symptom of sterility. 

The “Green-Spring” water is impregnated chiefly or wholly with sul¬ 
phur and magnesia, forming a mild sulphate of magnesia (Epsom salts.) 
It has been ascertained to have no iron. This water was once in higli 
vogue, and much resorted to by invalids and people of fashion. But the 
accommodations for company have now, for 25 or 30 years, been discon¬ 
tinued ; and visitors are compelled to throw themselves upon the hospi* 
tality of the neighborhood. The water is deemed good for dyspepsia, iif- 
fections of the liver and lungs, and several other complaints. 

This spring is situated in the upper part of the county 60 miles from 
Richmond, 18 from Louisa C. H., and 25 from Charlottesville. Since the 
of the former proprietor (Col Morris) the place has gone to decay. 
There were several spacious buildings for the reception of visitors* bat 





have been consumed by fire, some have fallen down, 
houses in a state of rapid decay remain. The issue of the 
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, This is ‘ ' 

rinciples. 
the county, 

ave been found: but none 
The usual indicia of vein- 
sulphuret (or pyrites) of iron, dec 
to be broken down or partially 
the same signs; and are 
, or 12 inches thick; resting 
obtaining deposite gold is very simple and c 
digging tools) of a small stream of water; 
rocker , in which the earth is shaken in water 
a few tin-pans, and some quicksilver, to 
by its attraction. At the mines on Contrary , 
ordinarily obtains from one to five dwt. per day. One dwt. to 
considered profitable. There were from 60 to 70 hands emplo 
county, on an average, during the year 1833, in searching for g 
ral mining companies having now been chartered by the Legislature, much 
more capital and labor will doubtless soon be employed. 

Iron ore is plentiful through the gold region. It was partially wrought 
before the Revolution, to supply a furnace in Spottsylvania: and might 
worked to advantage now% were not wood scarce in the vicinity. Graphite , 
or carburet of iron, (improperly called black lead,) has been found in 
considerable quantities on the eastern branch of Contrary and on Cub creek; 
the former 2 or 3 miles and the latter 6 or 7 miles below the gold region. 

A range- of granite from 5 to 8 miles w'ide, extends nearly across the 
county in much the same direction as the gold range, and in part coincid¬ 
ing with it; though generally the granite lies higher up the country, taper¬ 
ing off in the form of an ellipse, 6 or 8 miles to the S. W. of the Court 

Good millstones have been made of this rock. It is intermixed 
the coarser and less pure granite, called gneiss . The rest of 
w ithout the granite region, is of the secondary formation ; 
quartz, mica, and some gneiss. Yet granite occasio 
pears miles distant from the range just described. On the east earn or 
south-eastern edge of the granite formation, about 5 miles N. E. 

C. H., is a quarry of stone novaculitt or Virginia oil-stone , hi 

This quarry is a seam , or vein y 50 or 60 
in the centre of a peculiar formation, w 
a mile in length, by a half-a-mile in 
granite range. The Virginia 
grit, yet sufficiently soft.* It is com 
silex, and sometimes hornblende 
Another whetstone quarry is ten 

the Rack-punch , or 
the former, being a 
,151, or 29 to the 







unknown 





is coarse 






proprieters 
ly over the 


whetstone is 
Caiman, 
States, and 


brought into 
Keller , 
sent to Europe 



in large 
. It has 




by the 
extensive- 
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table shews the population, and its three 
enumerations. 



ree last 



18113 
1820 
1! 830 


Wkiieg, 

5,253 

§,ssr 

6,468 


Stares. 

6,430 

7,560 

9,382 



Total . 
840 
746 
151 




The slaves 





both 
half of that 



increased more rapidly than white 
than either. The following table 
population and each of its three classes, 
whole 20 years preceding the last census 




rat® 
increased, 



Periods. 

From 1810 to 1820 
From 1820 to 1830 
From 1810 to 1830 


In. of Whites 
per cent. 

13* 

8 * 

23 


In. of Starts. 
per cent. 

17 * 

24 

46 


In. Fr. CoVd . 
per cent. 

39 

37 

91 




The county contains about 

by slaves. None of them can pretend to elegance or grandeur; for 
greater number is of one story, and wooden, either framed or made wi 
logs. Scarcely 20 are made of brick: and even painting is rare. 

Trades . occupations, drc. —Louisa contains 15 regular practising >hy 

have 


lawy 


eii mire 








JL \ • * - ’ 

other pursuits also;) 4 saddler's shops, 14 tanneries, 3 carriage maker’s 
shops, 5 tailors’ shops, 1 silversmith, about 30 grist mills, at several of 
which good wheat-dour is made, and occasionally for the Richmond mar¬ 
ket. There is no cotton or woollen manufactory; but there are several 
machines for picking cotton and carding wool. The great mass of the 
population is agricultural There are about 20 stores where merchandize 
is sold. 

Religion and morals. —The county contains about 2960 professing 
Christians, viz. 1450 Baptists, 1340 Methodists, 140 Reformed Baptists, 
20 Presbyterians, and 10 Episcopalians. Houses of worship, 25, besides 

is, or permanent camps, for camp-meetings. These rural church- 
;he plainest structure, usually framed of sea 
weatherboarded, without ceiling or plasterin 

to 450 dollars. 

The people in general are of moral and industrious 
been noted for their simplicity in dress and equipage: 

more frequently worn bv them, than in most 

are 13 temperance societies 
1200 members. There 
, Tract, Missionary, 
fc .—There is but 
are several for teachir 
boarding schools, 
annually to the University of 
1832 the poor were maintained at tueir own 
of their friends, by a specific sum vcarlv allotted 







societ 

Schools , state 
school in 
knowledge; 
furnish d about 
Paupe r 
houses, or 





societies, 
classical 
iner branches of 

usually 





to each by 
ill or misa 
fort and re. 
OToner obit 





to 




not more 




of charity, 


while at the same time 
mi themselves aa such 


was usually so squander- 
f the due amount of corn- 
time man? who were not 


m both these causes, the poor tax arose to double 


m 




per amount. In 
04 cents: in 182< 
amount had risen 
lar strides as shei 
;i pid an increase 




I it was 35 cents on each tithable 
cents; and in 1831, 62 cents. In 1 
a §1615 to §8502; and this by sud 
a likelihood of continued advances 
the burthen, the county court resol 





overseers, 
ry or pro- 
; in 1828, 
its whole 


*881 



checking it, to establish a Poor House. In 1831, 






were purchased, with a neat two-story brick house and some useful out¬ 
houses; to which several others were added at the county charge. The 
whole, cost less than §2000. The poor, who chose to receive parish aid, 
were brought to the institution in January, 1832: it being determined that 
relief should be afforded to none out of the Poor House. A superintendent, 
discreet, trusty, and kind, is employed for §200 per annum, and a small 
supply of meat and corn to his family. The inmates at the time this arti¬ 
cle was written were 29. They are well fed, clothed, and lodged; and more 
comfortable in all respects than they could be under the former system. 
The tax for their support on each tythable person in 1832, was reduced to 
85 cents, and in 1833, to 13 cents. Formerly the number of paupers 
ringed from 50 to 90; costing the public, on an average, about §38 or 
§40 etch. The present average is less than §26 each. Such as are able, 
labor upon the farm attached to the establishment; and the females, who 
'Cannot work without doors, have cotton and wool furnished them to card 
•nd spin. 

Jffwjferf, civil and political condition .—Louisa was kid off as a county 

f tmken from the upper part of Hanover,) by an act of the General Assem¬ 
bly in May, 1742, and named after a princess of the royal family of Great 
Britain. In 1761 a portion was cut off from its upper end and added to 

Albemarle; leaving the boundaries of Louisa as they now stand. This 
county has been the scene of no important historical incident. Its citizens 
bore their full share in the Indian and French war of 1755, and in the war 
of the Revolution. Tarlton, with his cavalry, passed up by the Court 
House in 1781 on his expedition to Albemarle: and when La Fayette had 
united with Wayne at the Racoon Ford on the Rapidan, and turned to pur¬ 


sue 



mrcea ana rap 
North-Anna to 



road; 99 passing 
the same year, l 
British army, i 
near the Good 
countenance ar 
Louisa has pr 
Patrick Henry 
his removal ir 
till he returned 

Since the ezii 
persons qualifie 


di general from whom he had been retreating, 
pid march across this county, from Brock’s Br 
o the Fluvanna line, in order to intercept the ei 
5 opened for this purpose is still known as “th 
g southwesterly 3 or 4 miles above the Green 
two tories who had attached themselves as mara 
were summarily hung by one Holland and ai 
:hland boundary, 21 miles S. froni Louisa C. ' 
nd before the eyes, of 20 or 30 oi the neighbo 
roduced no very distinguished men. Yet sh 
fan delegate to the Houae of BurgeaseB in I76i 
font Hanover; and she again elected him in I 










soon after 
r 6 and ’7, 



even 






about 900 
oied: and 
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the usual 




polled is 5 or 600. 

, besides the Court-House, 
to the eleventh judicial circuit 
839 20,—in 1833-4—on 
,§122 16—7 studs, 
00—91 gigs, §51 95. 
in 1832, §505 13 





voting, or 

Taxes 
slaves, 
,§175 111 
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, P. O. on the road ilors, a shoe 



§ 





Richmond to Charlottes- 
from the former, and 21 
It is 12 miles above 
and 5 from the Green 

Springs. 

Bradleysburgh, P.O. 64 ms. N. 

W. bv W. of R. and 109 from W. 

in the northern part of the 

county. 

Cuckooville, P. V. 112 miles 
from W. and 46 from R., situated 
on the road which leads from Rich¬ 
mond to Louisa C. H., 8 ms. from 
the latter. It contains a tavern, mer¬ 
cantile store, boot and shoe factory, 
blacksmith shop, and 1 house of pub¬ 
lic worship, which belongs to the 
reformed Baptists, or Campbellites. 

Dabney’s Mills* P. O. in the E. 
part of the county, 84 ms. S. W. of 
W. and 52 N. of R.—situated on the 
North-Anna river, which divides 
Louisa from Spottsylvania county.— 
There are located here a tavern, a 
tanner and currier, tailor, blacksmith, 
and a saw mill. 

Gardner’s Cross Roads, P. O. 
40 ms. N. W. of R. and 96 S. W. 






Jackson 



R 




Locust 


ship, free for 
O. 37 ms. N. W. of! mercantile store, 1 



LOUISA 
of W 
precis 
W. of 
Court 
of worehi 
blacksmit 



P. O. formerly 
101 ms. S. W. of! 


10 ms. S. 

—situated 
long. 1 ° 
besides the 
large house 
stores, a silversmith, 
carriage makers, 2 tai- 


saddler, 2 taverns, a mi 
yer’s offices, and a 
30 miles from Charlottesville. 

County Courts are held on the 24 
Monday in every month, 
in March , June, August 
ber. 

Judge Field holds his Circuit 

Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 10/A of April and September, 

The dockets of both courts are short. 
The amount of litigation being small 
by reason of the economy and inde* 
pendence of the people. The clear 
amount of the clerks’ fees in both 
courts, after deducting insolvenciea 
and the expenses of collections, is lea* 
than $ 1,200 per annum. The sher* 
ifalty is farmed for §350 per annum. 

Meciianicksville, P. O. situated 
within half a mile of South-Anna 
river, immediately on the road lead* 
ing from Richmond to Charlottes* 
ville, 65 ms. from the 
from the latter—12 ms. 

C. H. and 5 from the 
This village contains 
lit 1 .? houses, 1 house 





ngs. 
dwel* 



school, and mechanic 
criptions 
in 1825, and 
number of 
Wagons, carts, 
to great 
hers. 




founded 
the 
here. 





best wheat 

The 




in great num- 
eountry i« 
one of the 
below the moun- 
level and fertile. 


>V 
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Newark, P. O. 
of the countv. 60 
•ad i 

road leading 
lottesvilie 



eastera Dart 










on the 
to Char- 
the latter. 

89 ms. from 


W. 

Thompson 
miles 









ads, P. O. 45 
and 101 from W. 
road leading 
to Cartersville, 
former, and 20 N. 
40 miles E. of Char- 
7 from Yanceyville, and 
Louisa C. H .—There are 2 
houses, 2 cabinet maker’s 
, 1 ’boot and shoe factory, and 1 
Baptist house of worship, called South 
Anna, meeting house, located at this 






the south side 
of South Anna river, within the dis¬ 
tance of half 





miles N. W. of R. 
situated within half a 
Anna river, 10 
H. and 25 
place contains a 
riage maker, 
one Baptist house 

Yancetville, 
the South Anna river, 

R., 8 from Louisa C. 

Charlottesville. Thisvil 
a tavern, general store, 
shop, boot and shoe factory, manufac¬ 
turing flour mill, and a meeting house, 
free for all denominations. 


LUNENBURG. 


Lunenburg was created by act of the Legislature in 1746, and formed 
from a part of Brunswick county. It is bounded N. by Prince Edward,— 
N. E. by Nottoway river, which separates it from Nottoway county,—E. by 

Brunswick,-.-S. by Meherrin river, which separates it from Mecklenburg, 

mod W. by Charlotte. —Its length is 25 miles, mean breath 16, and area 460 
square miles; and it extends in lat. from 37° 46* to 37° 64', and in long. 
1° 8' to 1° 22' W. of W. C. A ridge iuns through the county, from E. to 
W. N. W., from which the waters flow N. E. and S. E, into the Nottoway 
and Meherrin. The general slope of the county is S. E. by E. Popula¬ 
tion in 1826, 16,667—in 1836, 11,957. Lunenburg belongs to 

circuit, and fifth district. Tax paid in 1833, @2392 18- 
on. land. 111656 91—3813 slaves, §953 25—2236 horses 

66-—46 coaches, §128 66—26 carryalls, 

Total, §2452 17. Expended in educating poor chi 
•282 41—in 1833, §212 20. 










TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES 




them 


W. of R. 









8. W. of 

aied on 
Saffold’sbridg 
10 ms. E. 
seat, and 58 
Th« lands 




tore, P. O. in the nor- 
county, 82 ms. S. 
from W. 

Grove, P. O. 98 ms. 
220 from W., situ- 

. N. of 
river, 
the county 
W. of Petersburg, 
neighborhood are 




tolerably fertile 
cotton and 
the staple 
great 


Double 
S. W. of 




from W. and 95 
LEWISTON. 


corn, wheat 








s to 
low lands, 
streams. 
87 miles 

W. 

216 miles 


usually called 





Luntnbur 
Richmon 

lat. 36° 
W. of 
centre 
and 
road 




C.- 

o 




ofi 
-in 
16 ! 

about the 
in an elevated 
it, on the stage 

, to Wil- 
the stage passes 
j except Sunday, 
dwelling houses, besides 
a handsome court house of brick, 

and four large columns 
clerk’s office, 2 mer- 
2 taverns. The 

w 

mechanics are wheelwrights, 
harness makers and black¬ 
smiths. This town was lad off in the 
year 1817, by act of assembly of that 
year. There was at that time but one 
family living here. The distance 
from Petersburg is 65 miles, from 
Hampden Sydney College 28, and 
from Randolph Macon College 30 






persons; of 
, and one 



on, the 2d 
- Quarter* 
No* 




j 


whom 
practising 
County 

Monday in every 
If in March , 
iember. 

Judge 

Superior Court 
ry on the 4/A of 
Laurel Hill, 
of R. and 216 from W. 
McFarland’s, P 

R. and 201 from W. 

Meherrin Grove, 

S. W. of R. and 194 from 
Oak Grove, P. O. 8 

R. and 210 from W. 

Pleasant Grove, P. O. 89 ms. 

S. W. of R. and 204 from W. 
Wattsboro’, P. O. in the western 

part of the county, 97 ms. S. 

R. and 219 from W. 








from 




MADISON* 

The county of Madison was created by the Legislature in the yea? 

1792, and was taken entirely from the county of Culpeper. It is bounded 
on the north by the counties of Rappahannock and Culpeper, on the south 
by the county of Orange, on the west by the counties of Rockingham and 
Page, (the top of the Blue Ridge being the dividing line,) and on the cast 
by a part of Culpeper and Orange. Its length is 23| miles, and its breadth 
I2| ; and it contains an area of about 290 miles square, extending in lat. from 
38° 14’ to 38° 38’ N. and in long, from 1° 09’ to 1° 30’ W. of W. C. In 
the western part of the county there are several large mountains extending 
from the Blue ■ Ridge into the county in an easterly direction from 
five to ten miles; the principal of these are, the 

mountain, the Forked mountain, and the 
are more elevated than the Blue Ridge, 
ana lofty mountains, there are a number of small mountains 

, some of which, are very fertile, 

, oats, corn, hemp, and tobacco: 
the county. In the mountain region 
, and when well managed, it is 

Between these mountains 

Fruit of almost every description common to the cli 
grow to great perfection and in great abundance, 









tobacco are 
of fine texture 
of rich 
mate, p 

in the mountains 
Hughes’ river 
and constitutes a 
nock. The 





and 

ne vail 



in the Blu 



of the county, 
and Rappaban* 
Ridge, and 
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winds i 
a quantity 
ry productive 
by industrious 
Staunton river 
and the 










mountains; it affords 
managed are ▼©- 
is thickly inhabited 
Ann (formerly called: the 

mountain 
and 
the small 







The 

ram. This part of 
lent farmers. The 
rises in the Blue Ridge, between 
mountain, it winds its course in 

rich valley, for 8 or 

abruptly. The pine lands commence about that point 
a mixture of hickory, oak, chesnut, locust, poplar, &c. to 
of the county, a distance of between 15 and 20 miles. The 
' Ann rivers form a junction i 
The Rapid Ann, from 10 to 15 
, receives several tributary streams, 
river, the South river and the Blue Run. At the 
in what is called the Robinson fork, Gryan’s run passes through 
tract of country and empties into the Robinson river. The German 
ridge, which is a spur of the Double Top mountain, lies east of the Rapid 
Ann river a short distance, and runs south nearly parallel with the river, 
until it breaks off at the Rapid Ann meeting house. On the east of this 
little mountain there are several bold, fine springs, which constitute the head 
waters of the white oak run, which empties into the Robinson river, about 
two miles north of Madison C. H. and near the German Lutheran church. 
This small stream which extends 8 or 10 miles from its source to its junc¬ 
tion with the Robinson river, affords a large body of beautiful rich bottom 
land, it contains a dense and wealthy population. This river passes within 
half a mile on the west of Madison C. H. In the county there are seve¬ 
ral other small streams, such as Dark run, Cedar ruin, between Madison 
mud Culpeper, the Big run and Whetstone run, which empties into the Rapid 
Ann, near where the small mountains break off In the county of Madi¬ 
son there is but one incorporated town, called “The Town of Madison,” it 
contains the county seat of Justice. It is a thriving little village, located 
very near the centre of the county, on a high, elevated ridge, and commands 
a beautiful and picturesque view of the Blue Ridge and all of the little 
mountains extending into the county. The Thoroughfare mountain is a 
small mountain, about 8 miles N. E. of Madison C. H. and the Lost 
tain about 5 miles S. E. of the C. H. They are entirely detached from 
other mountains, and are nearly 20 miles cast of the Blue Ridge. 

buildings have been recently erected of brick. The C. H 
Corinthian order, and the workmanship executed in su 
There are a number of private schools in the county 
jiiiblic seminary of learning. About the mountains there are 
tions of iron ore, particularly about the Forked mountain. Lead has been found 

of the German ridge, and it is said recently that some signs 
>cen seen in the lower end of the county, but no particular 
search or examination has been made. There are two springs in the Ger¬ 
man ridge and near it, which are strongly impregnated with sulphur, but 
the water has never been analyzed and no attention seems now to be paid to 
it This county is generally well watered, it has a pure climate, portions 
of it very rich soil, susceptible of a high state of improvement hj clover 
and plaster, and for beauty and sublimity of scenery, surpassed by few spots 
in Virginia. It contains 12 manufacturing flour mills, 20 grist mills, from 
10 to 15 saw mills, a number of tanneries, wheelwrights, carpenters, black- 








biit no 
indica- 




















smiths, saddlers. 
There are in this 
of the gospe 
rant preachers, princ 
gtous sects in 


general stores and groceries, 
resident physicians and 2 attorneys, 6 ministers 
or meeting houses, and a number of itine- 
of the Methodist persuasion. The different reli- 
are the Baptists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Lu- 
•the Ba ptists being the most numerous. Population in 
,236. It belongs to the eleventh judicial circuit. 
Taxes paid in 1833, §2179 70—in 1834, on lots, §39 

46—on land, §1350 54—2247 slaves, *561 75—1171 horses, $118 26-.- 

7 studs, §76 00—23 coaches, §47 25—3 carryalls, §3 00—22 gigs, $15 

51. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, 
$248 10—in 1833, $316 82. 
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Cri glk rsville, P. O. 10 ms. N. 
the court house. 

Graves, P. O. situated in the wes- 

of Madison, 108 miles from 
Rand 110 S. W. of W. 

James City, P. O. 87 ms. from 
W. and 105 from R.—situated on 

Crooked run, on the north side ofjjoiner, 1 cabinet and wheat fan 
Thoroughfare mountain, nine miles 
distant both from Madison and 
Culpeper court houses, on the line 
which divides the two counties of Cul¬ 
peper and. Madison. It contains one 
large, well kept tavern, called Madi¬ 
son Inn , one mercantile store, one 
boot and shoe factory, a tailor, black¬ 
smith shop, and a merchant mill.— 

There is a Baptist house of worship 
in the vicinity. Population 50. 

MADISON, P. V. and seat of jus - 

near the centre of the 
10 miles N. N. W. of R. 

W. by W. of W, in lat., 
long. 1° 15' W. of] 


day schools. There are 
5 manufacturing flour 
mechanics of the village are 2 tanners 
and curriers, 2 saddlers, 2 boot and 
shoe makers, 1 wheelwright, 3 black¬ 
smiths, l coppersmith and tin plate 
worker, 1 wagon maker, 1 house 






2 taverns, 2 



palians 


pal part are 
pise 
therans 




e, besides the or- 

buildings, contains 34 
mercantile stores, 
of public worship, 
to the Episco- 

is free for all 
which the princi- 
Methodists, E- 
and Lu- 

orrranized Sun- 




and 4 tailors. The town is healthy, 
and improving. It has 2 resident at¬ 
torneys and 4 practising'- physician#; 
whole population 290. 

County Courts are held on the 4 tk 
Thursday in every month;— Quarter¬ 
ly in February , May, July 
tober. 

Judge Field -bolds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chance¬ 
ry on the 1 2th of May and October . 

Rapid Ann Meeting House, P. 
O. situated in the western part of 
county, 102 miles from 
S. W. of W. This little v 
tains 8 dwelling houses, 





itc., 3 houses 
Baptist, 1 Episcopalian 
all denominations, 1 common school, 
3 mercantile stores, 1 house of enter¬ 
tainment, 1 
1 chair maker, 1 boot and shoe facto- 
1 blacksmith shop, &c. Popula- 


r y 




tion 73 
physician. 



one is a 



MATHEWS 


Mathews was created by act of Assembly, in 
part of Gloucester county. This county is a 
“* , united to the main by a narrow 

its boundaries are almost entirely 

river, which separates it 




mile wide 
on 

by the 








from a 
Into the 
scarcely a 
is bounded 
esex, and 


the south by the Chesapeake 




and on the west b 



m 

Jack bay and a narrow neck of land uniting it to 

rom 37° 22' to 37° 30* N. and long, from 0° 33* 
This county is indented by numerous inlets from 






into a number of small necks, that are 
or river. The principal rivers are the 
rivers. The former is a bold stream, about a mile wi 
extending itself 30 or 40 miles into the interior, terminates in 
on swamp. East river is about the same width of the Piankatank 
, which opens into MobJack bay; it runs about 8 or 9 miles 
up, in the centre of the county, four miles from its mouth it sends off a 
branch, named Pudding creek, at the head of which is situated the court 
house. North river likewise enters into Mob Jack bay; it does not differ 
much in size from the two rivers just described, and runs up into Glouces¬ 
ter, for the distance of 15 miles. These rivers are all salt, of course, 



they derive their waters from the bay, a little fresh water mingles with them 
at their heads, but does not materially affect their saltness,'exceptafter very 
heavy and long continued rains. Besides these rivers, there arc creeks 
almost too numerous to be named. Muddy creek is at the upper part of the 
county, and forms part of the line of separation from Gloucester: it is a ve¬ 
ry inconsiderable creek, and enters the Piankatank. Cob’s creek is rather 
larger, it is about a mile long, and enters the same river 3 or 4 miles above 
its mouth. Queen’s creek is much more considerable in size, being a fourth 
of a mile wide, and three miles in length; it enters the Piankatank 
mouth. About three miles below Queen’s creek, is the mouth of 
creek, which opens into Milford Haven, it is of the same size with Queen’s 
creek. Two miles below are Lillev’s and Billup’s creeks, they are small 
and near each other; they enter Milford Haven. A part of the 
flows in between the main land and Gwyn’s island, and extends 
mouth of Piankatank to Billup’s creek, is called Milford Haven 

vessels. At the lower extremity of the Haven 
island, named Bigby’s, between which 
called the Thoroughfare. A short distance 
is a small stream that enters into 
creek is a shoal, extending five miles out in 
on which is stationed a light 
the bay, which is narrow at i 
widens, and diverging exten 
or two in the lend. 

, being much larger but 
creek is an i 
land lying below 
New Point 
on w 


branches, 
inlet just 
farther in 
Horn Harbor 
extremity 
■ which ju 



a small, 





ed the Wolf 
is a 






itself any 
just below 
is the lowest 
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leaving New Point Comfort 
about one 



miles above 
mouth of 
point ca 







county, 
two 
is the 
river is a 
from its 
creek. 



and area 
it will 









ascending on the 
er’s creek, w 
Two or 

which and the mouth 
Entering the North river 

4 or 5 miles higher i 
river and running a mile or tw 
20 miles long, and in its widest section not more 
miles, varying from that width, down 
the sketch of the water courses, 
or necks:—thus Chapel neck is 
river and Black Water:—White’s 
rivers, and consists of a considerable 
White’s point. The land lying between Cob’s 
neck, and terminates in two points denominated Iron 
Between Queen’s and Slut’s creeks, is situated Crab 
corner of which neck is a place called Cricket hill 
tween Lilley’s and Billup’s creeks, is Lilley’s neck. Between Winter 
Horn Harbors, is a small point of land named Potatoe neck. The body of 
land which is situated between Horn Harbor and East river, extending from 
thence to the lowest extremity of the county is known as Point Comfort. 

The most remarkable feature in the topography of this county is its ex¬ 
treme levelness. The banks of the Piankatank river are somewhat elevated 
from thence the land descends in an almost uninterrupted plain, until it 
terminates in the waters of the bay. It was evidently at some period co¬ 
vered by the sea, or bay, as the whole face of the country incontestibly 
proves. There are about 60,000 acres of land in this county, which is of 
a medium quality as regards feltility. It produces corn and oats, but is not 
so well adapted to wheat, from its extreme humidity; the country lays so 
remarkably level, that it is a very laborious and difficult operation to drain 
and lay dry the land. The soil is generally a sandy loam, with a substra¬ 
tum of clay; there is little or none of silicious earth, nor does it contain any 
calcareous matter. Marl has been found in some parts of this county, and 
sought, could no doubt be obtained in most places bv digging to a suffi- 

In digging wells, coccle shells, oyster shells, and t 
many testaceous animals, not known at the present day, are 

together with wood, roots, weeds and a 
substances. Recently, the leg bone of an 
to be an ox, although much larger than that animal now 

below the surface, which is lower than 
These facts present matter for interesting s 
ologist and naturalist. 

The natural growth of timber on this land is oak, which 

the live oak, pine, chesnut and 
to lie out, invariably puts up 
a population of 7666 souls, of 

The people of this 
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ship carpenters, a great number of them find employment 
Yards and other places during the summer months and 
homes on the approach of winter. The low price at which 

unprofitable, and the workmen cannot all 
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East river is a port of entry, and has a Collector, 
revenue attached to it; there are 1700 tons of 3hippin 

which is one ship, one brig, and a number 
small skippers. Some of them make voyages to almost every 
commercial world, hence it is, that many of the young men 
the perils of the sea. 

This county is supplied with meal by means of wind and tide mills, there 
being 10 wind and 2 tide mills, with only one common grist mill; conse¬ 
quently the people do not feel much inconvenience from long, dry seasons, 
except in procuring water for the cattle. The land, lying almost on a dead 
level, there cannot be any fresh water streams running through it, and con¬ 
sequently in dry seasons every cattle hole, at which the stock was watered 
dries up, and they suffer much from thirst. Sometimes, in excessive drought, 
the inhabitants have difficulty in procuring water to drink themselves. Wells 
are generally dug 8 or 10 feet deep, so that the water they contain is that 
which filtrates through the earth, and when the ground becomes dry, the 
water ceases to flow; but recently wells have been dug* 30' feet, when large 
veins of water have been found, which are inexhaustible. There are a few 
springs of excellent water, but they are rare. The manufacture of castor 
oil lias been carried on by only one press, a few years since the palma 
christi bean was extensively cultivated, but it is now reduced. 

On the east side of the county is an island comprehended within its li 
known by the name of Gwyn’s island ; it contains 2000 acres o 
and 200 inhabitants. It is surrounded by the waters of the 

o points, that to the north is called Cherry Point, and that to 

There is a tradition, that Pocahontas, in attempt!n 
Piankatank river, was near drowning, but was rescued 
by an individual, to whom, as a reward for his services, 
After Lord Dunmore was driven from 
up nts quarters on this island, where he remained some ti 
The predominant religion of the people is the Methodist; 

meeting houses belonging to that 
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Universalists, who, however 
never had any church, and 
established English church, have 

is a Sunday school kept at almost every house of 
, and several common schools, but no academy, 
in 1820, 6920— in 1830, 7666. It belongs to 
circuit and second district. Taxes paid in 1833, @955 98 
§380 13—1694 slaves, §423 50—559 horses, §33 54 
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Bell Isle, P. O. in the northern 

3 ms. S. E. of R. 
W. 

MATHEWS C R or WestvilU, 

)f justice , is situated 
county. It lies 
0° 40* E, long. 
100 ms. E. of R. and 

«* 

C. Westville contains 
about 30 houses, 4 mercantile stores, 
1 tanyard, 3 boot and shoe factories, 1 
tailor, 2 blacksmiths, 1 saddler, 1 car¬ 
riage maker, and I tavern. The pub- 

are a very neat, new. C. 
H., 2 jails, 1 for criminals and the 
other for debtors, and a clerk’s office. 



i These houses are 
brick. West 
there are 2 re 
between this 
ly, and 1 that runs from 
more. Population 
regular physicians. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every month 
in March , May , August 

Judge Semple 









Superior Court of Law and 
eery on the Tuesdays after 
Mondays in April and October . 

North End, P. O. in the W. part of 
the Co., 9 lms. E. of R. 175 from W. 


MECKLENBURG. 


Mecklenburg, was created by the legislature in 1764, and formed out 

of a portion of Lunenburg:—It is bounded on the N. by Meherrin river, 
which divides it from the county of Lunenburg, on the E. by a line running’ 
S. from the Meherrin to the Roanoke river, where it intersects the North 
Carolina line. On the S. by the state of N. C. on the W. by Aron’s creek, 
and the Dan and Staunton rivers, which divide it from Halifax, and by a 
line running N. 31° E. 15$ ms. which divides it from the county of Charlotte. 
It extends from 36° 30', to 36° 59' N. lat. and in long. 1 ° 08', to 1 ° 40' W. of W. 
C.—Length 36, mean width 18, and area 736 sq. ms. The rivers Dim 
and Staunton are separated by a narrow slip of land called the fork of Hali¬ 
fax, for 8 ms. which in that distance is no where more than 1 mile wide, 
and in several places not more than 100 yards, and has three passages 
uniting the 2 rivers before their final junction at Clarksville w 
form the Roanoke. 

The Dan from Aron’s creek, as the river meanders to its 

is 12$ ms., and its course is E. S 
. by E. and its distance as the river meanders from the 
arksville, is 9 ms. The course — 
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, Fish are not very abundant in 
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The river Meherrin which forms the northern 

forks of the N, and S. Meherrin) 
an average, and the decent, or fall of the river is 

river, is about 10 feet higher than the 
grounds on it, is not more than 1, 
price of $20 00 per acre. This ri^or would 
navigable of any in the state, by means 
the head to Bellficld, in Greensville, where the 
crosses the river. The principal creeks in the county, 
river, head in Granville, N. C., and are Aron’s 
from Halifax, on which are located 3 grist and 2 saw 
,o creek on the margin of which, is I grist mill. On the latter creek 
lie situated those valuable medicinal springs, called the Buffalo springs 
which in the watering season are visited by a number of persons from the 
south eastern part of the state, who do not choose to go as fer up the 
try as the mountains: those 2 creeks empty into the Dan river. On Blue 
Creek, half a mile below Clarksville, is situated I saw and grist mill. 
Qrassey Creek has 1 grist mill on it, and receives before it empties into the 
river the water of Bearer pond creek: this creek empties into the Roanoke 
three fourths of a mile abov# Field’s ferry. Nutbush 'has 1 grist mill lo- 
caated on it, and empties into the river, 1£ ms. below Haskins 1 ferry. Cot- 
ion creek enters the river 1} ms. below Alexanders ferry, and Smith’s 
treek, 2 ms. below St. Tammany. Those creeks which empty into 
Staunton, on the N. side of the river, are the Big, Little , and Middle 
stone. Big Bluestone heads in Charlotte, and Little and Middle Bluestone 
empty into it 'before it reaches the river. Kettle Creek also empties into 
Bluestone. Island creek is rather a biou or arm of the river, which breaks 
or runs out below Skipwith’s ferry, and again enters the river, about 5 ms. 
below Clarksville; but before it empties into the river again, it receives 
Sandy creek. On Butcher’s creek is situated 2 mills, and empties into 
Roanoke at Butcher’s creek falls, about 10 ms. below Clarksville 

and longest creek in the county, and 
-it has 3 mills on it, and receives 
Mine creeks from the W. and 
Branch on the E. Coleman’s 
Allen's creek divides the lands 
two nearly equal parts, it enters 
On Miles' c reek is located 3 
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Roanoke, or into the large creeks before they get to the river. The creeks 
which emptyinto Meherrin river, are Finncwood, which rises in Charlotte, 
Otter creA t Blackstone creek, Buckhorn mountain, and Stith'e creek . Tap 
lor*s creek rises in this county, and empties into the Meherrin 1 mile below 
Gee’s Bridge, in the county of Brunswick. The quantity of low grounds 
which lie on the creeki and branches, may be estimated at about 4,000 
acres, and is supposed to be worth an average price of $20 an acre. 

The most eastern mountain in the state is in’ this county, and lies on the 
Meherrin river, at the mouth of Mountain creek,—it is called Watkins’ 
mountain. This county is neither mountainous or level, but is beautifully 
undulating, with hills and vallies: it is more hilly near the Meherrin river 
than elsewhere. The ridge which divides the waters of the Roanoke, from 
those of the Meherrin, is 210 ft. higher than the bed of the Roanoke, and 
200 higher than the bed of the Meherrin. 

The soil of this county is generally fertile, although the ridges are thin 
and poor, yet it is generally a free soil. The lower, or eastern part of the 
county, is generally a light gray, or sandy soil, but free and productive; 
nroducincr corn, oats cotton and tobacco of excellent Quality, and as abundantly 


producing corn, oats cotton and tobacco of excellent quality, and as abundantly 
as any otner part of the county; it is in truth, the best cotton land in the 
county, lint if is not so good for wheat as the other parts. There is a strip 
of land, running nearly through the centre of the county, from N. to 8. 
about 10 ms. in width, commencing I mile below Allen’s creek and con¬ 
tinuing for 3 miles above Butcher’s creek: the land is stiff and red,—it con¬ 
sists of some of the best tracts of land in the county, though upon the ridge* 
near Allen’s and Butcher’s creeks, some of it is sterile, but generally it is 
the best wheat land in the county, and produces a. rich heavy crop of to¬ 
bacco; and in wet years excellent crops of corn and oats. The land in the 
upper part of the county above this red belt, is a light grey, gravelly soil, 
and produces abundantly corn, oats, wheat and tobacco, but very little cotton 
is made in this section. The land on the S. side of Roanoke, is generally a 
light grey, fertile soil; and near Buffalo creek is a very free, productive 
grain land; on, and near Grassy creek, both above and below, it is not so 
good,— on Nutbush, Cotton, and Smith’s creek, it is generally very good 
and productive in grain, cotton and tobacco, The land on Bluestone, Cox’is 
creek. Miles’ creek, and Flat creek, is the best in the county, except the 
Roanoke plantations. The land on Allen’s creek and Butcher’s creek, 
although st contains a few of the best upland tracts in the county, is gene¬ 
rally inferior to other parts. 

The minerology of tnis county is but little known. There are some old 
pits, which are said to have been dug during, or before the revolution, by a 
mining company; and it is mid that considerable quantities of silver were 
obtained from them: but nothin? has been attempted with them within the 
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abundant. The under 
. The best qualiti 
and black jack, or 
/Spanish oak and pine, 
of poplar, sycamore, 

, red bud and buckeye. Tb 

in tills county are principally corn, wheat, tobacco and oats 
tom.—The quantity of tobacco, may be estimated at 3,500 
noally; the culture of cotton has been much reduced within 
yean, and at this time does not much exceed 100 
wheat is produced in considerable quantities for exportation—an 
ture of it is increasing since the Roanoke has been rendered 

further increased, if the Meherrin was rendered 
expected will shortly be undertaken. 

The amount of agricultural capital employed in the county may 
as follows:— 

the land at cash price, - $2,150,000 00 

Value of slaves, at do. do. .... 2,750,000 00 

Hones, cattle and plantation implements, - - 275,000 00 














$5,175,000 00 

It may be safely assumed, after deducting the clothing, feeding and tax 
of the ulaves,—the feeding and tax of the horses and other stock, and the 
repairs of plantation tools, that the profit on the whole agricultural capital, 
counting the increase of the slaves, stock, &c. is equal to about 15 per cent, 
per annum; of which the whites, who are not actually employed in the field, 
must be supported, which leaves but little,—not over 3 or 4 per cent, of 
clear profits to the county. 

The tobacco, cotton and wheat, is nearly all sold in Petersburg, Rich¬ 
mond and Clarksville, but a considerable quantity of wheat, is manufactured 
Into flour and some of it is sent down the Roanoke, to the lower parts of N. 
Carolina, and to Norfolk. 

Randolph Macon College is situated in this county, 1 

on, and bids fair to be a very valuable and respectable literary i 

not been 2 years since its first establishment, and it 
s, besides the President of the college,— 

I attached to it; and at the present session 
in the preparatory school; it is considered to 
direction and care of the Methodist church, 

Trustees do not belong to that church. 

There Is in 
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young ladies; and 2 other very 
in the county; but the 
fashioned mode of buildin 
there are as many 
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average number of pupils to each is 16,—making 990 pupils 
icitoole:—tlforc are 64 in the young ladies boarding schoo 
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M. preparatory school, and 87 in the college,' 
of students in the county 1,207. 

The most numerous denomination of Christians in 
thodists ; 
the Ba 
wh ic lii 
which has 


meeting houses. The next 
meeting houses: the next i 
The last denomination 
in the county. There are in 
on an average §210,000 worth 

yearly about 360,000 wei 
The principal mechanical pursuits o 
and wheelwrights: the first being the moat numerous 
are 47 shops in operation, and several 
tanyards, several saddle and harness makers, 

, 3 cabinet makers, several boot and shoe 
tailor’s shops,—there are 26 licensed taverns, 9 manufacturing flour 
31 grist, and 8 saw mills, also 19 regular physicians and 9 practising attor¬ 
neys,—2 United States mail stages pass through this county 3 times a week, 
1 from N. to S. and the other from E. to W. crossing each other at Boyd- 



western drovers 








There are on the Dan and Staunton rivers 2 ferries. Nelson’s ferry which 
crosses the Staunton at Abbeville, and Skipwith’s which crosses the Dan 
and Staunton at the lowest point of Union, before their final junction, I mile 
above Clarksville ; and there are 7 which cross the Roanoke, Sommerville’s 
which crosses the river at Clarksville, — Field’s which crosses 6| ms. be¬ 
low Clarksville,—Taylor’s 4} ms. below Field’s, and 3 ms. S. of Boydton, 
Haskins 1 7| ins. 'below Taylor’s,—Alexander’s 9 ms. below Haskins’, 
Goode’s 3 ms. below Alexander’s, and St. Tammany or Blanton’s ferry, 
which crosses the river at St. Tammany’s 4 ms. below. Population in 1820 , 
19,786 — in 1830 , 20 , 477 . —This county belongs to the 9th judicial circuit 
and 5th district. Taxes paid in 1833 , § 5,014 74 — in 1834 , on 
§153 93 —land, §2,354 69—6,42! slaves, §1,605 25—4,219 
11253 14—13 studs, §384 00— 99 coaches, §243 50 — 35 carryalls, 
§35 15—118 gigs, §75 30. Total, §5,104. Expended in educating poor 
children in 1832, §625 62— in 1833, §764 02. 
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Judge Leigh holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 12 th of May , and October. ■ 

Cbristiansville, P. V. Ill ms. 
S. W. of Richmond, and 212 ms. from 
W., situated in the upper end of the 
county, about 12 ms. N. of the C. H. 
The mail stage from Petersburg to 
Wiiliamsboro, N. C. passes this place 
3 times a week. It contains 6 dwel¬ 
ling houses, besides mechanic’s shops, 
&c., 2 mercantile stores, 1 tavern, and 
a house of entertainment, 1 house of 
public worship, (Episcopalian) 1 in¬ 
corporated Academy— and 1 common 
school, 1 tanyard, 1 saddler, 2 smith 
shops, 1 tailor and 1 wheelwright 
shop, <fec. Population 48 whites, and 
about 100 blacks. The soil in the 
neighborhood is a stiff red clay, and 
tolerably fertile, producing corn, 
wheat, cotton, tobacco, &c. The 
growth of timber is principally Span¬ 
ish oak. 

Clarksville, P. V. 138 ms. S. 
W. of Richmond, and 236 ms. from 
Washington City, situated on the S. 
aide of Roanoke river, directly oppo¬ 
site the junction of Dan and Staunton 
livers, which form the Roanoke, in the 
southern part of the county. It con¬ 
tains 14 private dwelling houses 2 
louses of public worship, (1 Baptist 
and 1 Presbyterian,) 1 Academy, 1 
well organized Sunday school, and 
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ated in the N. part ol 
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tant 18 ms. both from 
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mond, and 
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9 mercantile stores. The mechanics 
are, I tanner, 2 saddlers, 2 black¬ 
smiths, I wheelwright, 1 coach ma¬ 
ker, 5 house carpenters, 1 cabinet ma¬ 
ker, 1 brick maker, 1 bricklayer and 
stone mason, 1 plough manufacturer, 
and 1 boot and shoe manufacturer. 
There are 2 places for stemming 
tobacco, 1 warehouse, and another 
lemg erected. From 1,700 to 2,000 
hogsheads of tobacco, are inspected 


stone mason 
and 1 boot 


been a place of condsiderable business, 
but at present is occupied as a private 
estalishment by a farmer with the ex¬ 
ception of a house of private entertain¬ 
ment for travellers and a post office. 

Hailstone, P. O. 124 ms. S. S. 
W. of R., and 230 ms. from W. 

Lombardy Grove, P. O. 81 ms. 
S. W. of R. and 237 from W. Lom¬ 
bardy Grove is merely a country 
seat j the P. O. is kept at a considera- 
ble mercantile house, and is situated 
immediately on the stage road leading; 
from Belfield, Va. to Milton, N. C. 
in a fertile and populous neigborhood, 
237 ms. from W. and 115 from R. 

Mill Grove, P. O. 217 ms. S. S. 
W. of W. and 106 ms. S. W. of R. 

Palmer’s Springs, P. O. in the 
western part of the county, 103 ms. 
S. W. of R. and 225 from W. 

Randolph Macon College, sit¬ 
uated about a mile from the village ©f 
Boydton, in Mecklenburg county was 
founded by the Virginia Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and is considered to be specially un¬ 
der the superintendance and patron¬ 
age of that denomination. It is how¬ 
ever, strictly a literary institution, 
there being no theological professor¬ 
ship in it, nor is it contemplated to 
have such at any future tune. The 
avowed object of its founders, is to af¬ 
ford a liberal education at a wry re¬ 
duced expense; and for the mams to 
enable them to do so. thev relv solely 
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The Buildings are of the best brick, 
end are covered with tin. on an im- 

are extensive and 
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for 200 stu- 
taught are di- 
ments: 1st. That 
That of Mathe- 
of Natural Philos- 
and 4th. That 
it is contemplated to 
ment of agricul- 
to a provision of the 
in view of which the Trus- 
tees have purchased 300 acres of §x- 
cellent land adjoining the College. 
There is also attached to the institu¬ 
tion a preparatory school, the princi¬ 
ple of which is a member of the Fa¬ 
culty of the College;—the school of 
course, being under the same imme¬ 
diate government as the College. 

This Institution was chartered by 
the legislature of Virginia, in 1830, 
and was opened with a few students 
In 1832. The members have been 
rapidly increasing however, and it 
now (April 1834) has 150, with a' 
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Spanish Grove, 

S. W. of R., and 217 from W. 

Saint Tammanv’s P. O. 97 ms. 
from R., and 219 from W. 

South Hill, P. O. 232 ms. from 
W., and 110 from R. 

Tanner’s Store, P. O. 93 ins. 
from R., and 215 ms. S. S. W. of.W. 

White House, P. O. in the 
western part of Mecklenburg county, 
137 ms. S. W. of R. and 243 from W. 

Whittle’s Mills, 105 ms. S. W. 
of R., and 227 from W. 
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was created by act of Assembly in 1675, and 
Lancaster county. It is bounded on the N. W. by i 
Rappahannock, which separates it from the counti 
id Lancaster,—S. E. by the Chesapeake 
Run, and Piankitank river, which separates it from 
dc Queen, Gloucester, and Mathews. This county 
narrow point between its two bounding rivers 
. W. to S. E. or from the Essex 

mean breadth 5; and area 175 sq. 

48' W. and in long, from 0° 1 
miles of the Chesapeake bay the two 
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convenience to the farmer in sending 

diich markets the Dtoduce of 





navi 
county, 
timore and 
generally Bold 
and Rappahannock 
14 miles from 







into 
given, 
up Into the 
produce to Bal¬ 
ls most 
Piankitank, 
navigable about 
about 60 or 70 
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miles, it is 



from a 



J 


on 


a mile to half a 




a ipace 
covered with 

This 
inundations. 





these 
quantity of 

i)ft 



varying 

valuable cypress, and other timber, and of i 
kn d is at present valueless to its proprietors 
caused by the obstructions to the flow of water in 
The attention of the Legislature has been called to 
obstructions, and thereby bringing into market 

and the produce of a large district of 

-But the want of energy in the ow 
farms has hitherto prevented, and it is feared, will continue 
execution of any pi n for effecting these desirable 

this county is the Baptist. 

Population in 1820, 4,057—in 1830, 4122. Middlesex belongs 

circuit and second district. Taxes paid in 1833, 

On lots, $14 70—on land f $364 23—-on 1140 slave®, 

>s, $26 06—2 studs, §30 00—11 coaches, §29 25—7 carry 
alls, $7 00—85 gigs, §49 66 Total, §806 90. Expended in educatin 

in 1832, $539 91—in 1833, $416 42. 
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Churchville, P. O. 76 ms. from 
1L and 135 from W. situated 6 ms. 
from the Essex line and 7 from Ur- 

banna. 

Healy*b, P. O. situated on the 
Piankatank river, 12 ms. below Ur- 
banna. 

URBANNA, P. V. and county 

seat , 83 ms. a little N. of E. from 
Richmond, and 142 a little E. of S. 
W. C. —situated on the northern 
near the mouth of one of the 
the Rappahannock called 
creek. It is a sea port, lo¬ 
cated 18 ms. above the mouth of the 
river,—a small but healthy village. 
It contains besides the ordinary coun¬ 
ty buildings, 9 private dwelling 

mercantile stores, 2 taverns, 

1 tailor, and 1 car- 
ion 175 per¬ 
sons, of whom 2 are resident attor¬ 
neys, 4 regular physicians, and 7 







officiating ministers of the 
church. Urbanwt for many years 
seemed rapidly going to decay, but of 
late has much improved in popula¬ 
tion, the number of its stores, Ac.— 
There is much travelling through 
this place, to and from the adjoining 
counties, by persons who take the 
steamboats here for Fredericksburg 
and Baltimore. The northern mail 
(via Tappahannock,)and the southern 
mail (via York,) are each transmit¬ 
ted twice a week through this coun¬ 
ty, stopping at Churchville, Urban- 
na, and Healy’s post 

County Courts are 
Monday in every month, 
in March , May, 
her. 

Judge Semple 
Court of Law 
Tuesday after the 
and October. 






NANSEMOND. 

Nansemond was created by act of Assembly in the year 1645, and 
formed from a part of the county of Upper Norfolk. It is bounded on the 
N. by Hampton Roads,—E. by Norfolk county,—S, by Pasquotank county 
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craft and 








of Nortli Carolina, 
Southampton,—and 
diagon 
640 square 
long, from 


Black water river which separates it from 
the county of Isle of Wight. Its length 
is 40 miles, mean breadth 16, and area 
it extends in lat. from 36° 30' to 36° 54* N. and in 
E. of W. C. 

is the largest river 

its mouth to Cohoon’s mill, where it heads—it empties 
and is 7 miles wide at its mouth. Its course is It, 
ly in the middle of the county 
Ik for vessels of from 75 to 
to Cohoon’s mill. Nansemond river 
fish. 

Western Branch Creek is a branch of Nansemond river, 

it heads at Urquhart’s mill, and empties into 
about 7 miles below Suffolk. Vessels of 75 to 100 tons burthen 
navigated as for as Milner’s five miles above its mouth. Just 
ner’s, this creek forks, sending a branch to Scott’s mill: it is navigable for 
vessels from 35 to 40 tons as far as Scott’s mill, which is distant about 5 
miles from its mouth. The course of the Western Branch is nearly E. 

Chuckatuck Creek rises at Chuckatuck mill—is about 10 mileslong, and 
empties into James river. It is navigable for vessels of 35 to 40 tons 
for 6 miles. It courses E. 

Black Water river is the dividing line between Nansemond and South¬ 
ampton for the distance of about 12 miles: course S. E.—any vessel 
which can come in at Ocracoke Inlet, can be navigated to South Guay. 

Sorter to? Creek is formed by the junction of Knuckle and Bear Swamps, 
in the county of Nansemond, it then runs about 8 miles in this county: 
course 8. W.—and empties into Chowan rivef, about 2 miles from the 
Nansemond line. 

Lake Drummond is supposed to be from 15 to 18 miles in circumfer¬ 
ence : it differs but little in its diameter from N. to S. or E. to W. This 
water has perhaps gained more celebrity than it merits: it is sli^hty 
diuretic : in some seasons of the year it will affect the bowells also a little, 
like any other water if confined, and impregnated with so much ve 
matter. It contains a quantity and variety of fish. The brown 

e and very fine: there are other varieties of 
;—also pike, gars, catfish, eels, &c. Few wild 
beautiful lake, which is somewhat remarkable, and 
are principally ducks. Nearly the whole 
perhaps a mile of the eastern 
depth of water is from 12 to 14 
The bottom of the lake is 
Land Companif $ Canal , from 
Creek,* a branch of the 
6 miles nearly S. E. and then 
3 to 4 feet The water 
with the Dismal Swamp 
From tide water to 






lake: it 
the waters 
in iles. 

The 

♦Crane? 



lake in 
width from 10 
into the 
through 
is 10 



of a small 



is the ancient name. 


county of Nan- 
consists of juni- 
h ingles usually 
num, amounting 


years, 

mm 


within a lew- 
manure from 
hough abun- 


pifft which is in the county of Norfolk,) is situated in the county of Nani* 
aemond—quantity of acres forty thousand. The growth consists of juni¬ 
per, cypress, gum, ash, maple, pine. The quantity of shingles usually 
imported by the Company is from 2£ to 3 millions per annum, amounting 
to $40 or 1150,000—governed by fluctuation in prices. 

Agriculture is at a low ebb, although certainly improving within a few 
years. More attention has been paid to making and using manure from 
lirni pens. The benefit of marl has been fully tested, yet although abun- 
dant on the river and creek banks, is still used in a limited way. The 
principal crops are corn, oats, peas, some wheat and cotton. The staple is 
Indian corn. 

Tar, turpentine and staves are not so abundant as formerlythey Mill 
form the principal and leading articles of trade in the county. 

Population in 1810, 10,324—1820, 10,494—in 1830, 11,784. Nanse- 
mond belongs to the first judicial circuit and first district Taxes paid in 
1833, #2067 73—in 1834 on lots, $175 20—on land, 920 12—2320 
•laves, #580 00—1411 horses, §84 66— 6 studs, §66 00—45 coaches, 
$97 07—1 stage, §1 00—4 carryalls, $4 00—231 gigs, $136 15. Total, 
$2064 18. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, #238 51-—in 
1833, §438 97. 
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Chuckatuck, P. V. 110 ms. from 
R. and 214 from W. Chuckatuck 
can scarcely be termed a village, but 
It more properly a thickly populated 
neighborhood, embracing about one 
square mile ; the central part of which 
is at the head waters of a creek bear* 
iitg the same name, and which makes 
into James river about 8 ms. from this 

f ilace. It is situated on the stage road 
ending from Smithfield, Isle of Wight 
county, to Suffolk, the county seat, 10 
miles distant from both places, and 
about 20 from Norfolk by the nearest 
land route. It contains 20 dwelling 
louses, 3 mercantile stores, 1 tavern, 
and 1 house of public worship, (Me¬ 
thodist.) There are about 125 inhab¬ 
itants, including the operatives em¬ 
ployed in the Smith and Ckacka- 
tmk Cotton Manufactory , erected by 
a company. This establishment runs 
1000 spindles propelled by water 
power. It is in successful operation, 
and largely contributes to the business 
apnea ranee and support of this place. 
Within this square mile is an old 
venerable Episcopalian brick church, 
IWttfti which there are some. hand- 


and 


tuck Cotton 


iSithi 


Isome and valuable farms. The popu¬ 
lation is about 300 1 persons; of whom 
1 is a physician. The neighborhood 
possesses great advantages, having a 
level and fertile soil, fish and oysters 
of the finest kind in abundance, and 
navigation at the doors of Its inhabi¬ 
tants. 

SonKitTON, P. V. near the southern 
side of the county, and w ithin 1 mile 
of the North Carolina line; 120 ms. 
S. E. of Richmond and 242 from W. 
C. This little village has 6 dwelling 
houses, with 1 mercantile store, I 
house of public worship, (Methodist,) 
I common school, i tavern, 1 cabinet 
maker, 1 tailor, 1 blacksmith, and 1 
milliner and mantua maker. Somer- 
ton is situated on the stage road lead¬ 
ing from Norfolk, Va. to Fayetteville, 
N. C., 45 ms. from the former; also 
on a road making indirectly from 
Murfreesboro’, N. C. to Smithfield, 
Va. Population 40 whites and 60 
blacks. The country around is fer¬ 
tile and thickly settled, having with¬ 
in the circumference of a few miles 


and seat of jus: 


former; also 
irectlv from 


to Smithfield, 








• W • 




tice, 

Nansemond river 
W. of Norfolk 
of Richmond, 

S. 





and 2 licit; 
well 





102 ms. S. E. by E. 
224 a little E. of 
36° 43' N. and 
W. C. Suffolk 

little vil- 
the usual 
about 300 houses, 
4 houses of public 
scopalian, 1 Baptist, 
1 Dorcas society, 2 
temperance societies, 
and 5 common schools. The me- 

l tanner, 2 saddlers, 3 
boot anil shoe manufacturers^tailors, 
3 cabinet makers, 2 house carpenters, 
3 blacksmiths, 2 wheelwrights, dtc. 

1200 persons, oi whom 2 
are attorneys, and 2 regular physi¬ 
cians. The Portsmouth and Roan¬ 
oke rail road .passes through the 
centre of this town—distance from 
Portsmouth IT miles-—from Ports¬ 
mouth to the termination at the Roan¬ 
oke 77 miles. 

County Courts are held on the 2d 

Momday in every month. Quarterly 

ini March, June, . August, and Novem¬ 

ber . 

Judge Baker holds his Superior 

Court of Law and Chancery on the 
1 5th May and 30 th September. 

South Quay, P. O. 95 ms. S. S. 
E. of Richmond and 217 from W. C. 


of A South 
. by 










having 

lace 
late 

at goods— 
recommending 



Black 
of the 
t and 
Nan- 
counties# 
houses, 
are agricul- 

11 > 


Chowan 
makes 
semond 
It contains 
and ill princ 
ture. There is a 
a surveyor’s 
of the revenue, 
been established in 
the importance 

during the Revolutiona 
war as a Quay, or 

its inland advantages 
it as such. There are only two fium 
lies residing here, consisting of 40 
or 50 persons ; 2 of whom are attor¬ 
neys. In the immediate vicinity are 
several physicians, both scientific 
and Thompsonians, meeting houses, 
schools, mercantile ufores, and mills; 
and the neighborhood is somewhat 
densely settled. Should, the contem¬ 
plated rail road between Portsmouth 
and the Roanoke be completed, of 
which there is every probability, the 
value of this place will doubtless be 
greatly enhanced, as it will pass im¬ 
mediately by South Quay. TMiii, 
together with the Dismal Swam] 
canal, which connects the Carolina 
and Virginia waters, already having 
a very sensible influence on this j 
of the country. 


/ 


NELSON. 



treme northern an: 



m 



50* to 2° 7 
by 9 the 
This county I* re 

the Bln® Ridge. 


by act of Assembly in 1807, 
It is situated immediate! 
Bounded by Albemarle 
Buehingham S. E.—and 
aroting it from Rockbridge 
is diagonal from the extreme 
le—about 40 ms,— 

. from 37° 32* to 
Its declivity i 













out of 
Blue 
James 
and'8. W.— 
Augusta. IB. 

to the ex¬ 
area 560 sq. 
from r 
drained 



Rock Fish and Tye rivers. 

mountainous, particularly m it approaches 

are many beautiful 







; upon 
a mile in 










extensive low 
fertilein 
the Rock fish 
are large 
ve lands, 
rye. 






Tallies, very 

r unds, from a 

northwestern part of the county, on the 
river* and on the southwestern, on the waters 
tracts of low grounds, and nearly level bodies 
The staple products of the country are, wheat, 
oats ana potatoes—-to the production of which 
Tobacco was at one time the principal production 

has of late years greatly 

succeeded by the less exhausting cultivation of wheat 
This county is watered in the S. W. by Tye river, a 
Rock fish river, both have their sources in the Blue Rid 
pin g entirely through the county empty into the James, 
aid of artificial improvement, capable of batteaux navigatio 

of the Blue Ridge. The mountains in this county 
of being filled with iron and copper ore, 
ral chalybeate springs, one of which m the S. E. is much frequented, an 
has been found very beneficial in all cases of debility. The mountains < 
this county generally contain a very rich soil, capable of producing fine 
crops of tobacco and corn, and partially adapted to the production of 
toes and hemp.—rThere is no county in the State which affords, by 
h&ustion of the soil, more lamentable proofs of an injudicious system 
husbandry; but there is now a spirit of improvement among the planters 
and farmers; they are beginning to use clover and gypsum freely, the 
beneficial influence of which is very manifest,—and in a few years there 
is but little doubt that this county will be among the most fertile, produc¬ 
tive and wealthy counties in the State. 

Besides the rivers before referred to, there are numerous creeks pene¬ 
trating this county, in every direction, affording many sites for mills 
other machinery. There are three manufacturing mills.—The forest 




pota- 









the county consists of oak, pine, chesnut, chesnut oak, hickory 
lar.—In the spring, summer and autumn, the scenery exhibited 
mountains and vallies, is truly beautiful and picturesque, but in the wi 
gloomy and desolate. The health of the county is equal to 
county in the State. 

Population in 1820, 10,137—in 1830, 11,251. Nelson belong 

circuit and sixth district. Taxes paid in 1833 
lots, @63 36—on land, $1586 57—2983 slaves, 

2375 horses, §142 50—16 studs, §184 50—16 coaches, $41 < 

11 gigs, §6 95. Total, $2787 08. 



am 










children in 1832, @169 06—in 1833, 
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of R. and 
Faber’s 

part of the county, 
W. C. and 103 

tains 1 

I blacksmith 
Mid b km 












ms. N. W. 

W. 

. in the W. 
ins. S. W. of 

It con- 





i tailor, 1 boot 
wheelwri 



manufacturing 
1 woollen 
ling houses; in 
Baptist 








Greenfield, P. 

. and 110 from R 

LOVINGSTON, 


I, 1 

and 10 dwe 





ic worship 






152 ms. from 
V. and seat 








8 












of W. 
W. of W. C., in 
long. 1° 52' W. ofl 
on a branch of Tye 

the county, 
from Char- 
, nearly equi- 
two places, 40 
Staunton, and 36 

am C.H. 



little village, beau- 
in a cove, at the head 
’s Gap to the N. 
a view of a fine 
the S. The surrounding 
romantic. The Sugar 
Loaf mountain is situated about 4 ms. 

town, the top of which is often 
visited by parties to enjoy the rich 
scenery of an extended eastern and 
southern view, and the prospect of an 
unbroken chain of the Blue Ridge 
mountain of more than 60 ms. in ex¬ 
tent The view from Hanblet’s moun¬ 
tains which is near town, is among 
the most hue rest mg in the State. 
The Blue Ridge, the Sugar Loaf, the 
Tobacco Row, and many other moun¬ 
tains are in full view, whilst the 
southern prospect unfolds to the vis¬ 
ion plantation beyond plantation, 
woods beyond woods, hill beyond hill 
in rich succession, until the scene 
closes, where earth and sky meet, in 
the far distant horizon.” 

“Lovingston contains 124 houses, 
among which are the court house, 

ce, and jail, enclosed by a 
, which is entered through 

There are 6 mer- 
apothecary shop, 2 
1 tanyard, 2 sad 








w, 







tian 
Baptist, and 
house is 
worship, 
of whom 
practising 



2 cabinet makers, 
mantua maker, 1 
joiner, and 1 
different chris- 
are Methodist, 
rian. The court 
place for public! 

persons;; 
and 2 


on the 4 tk 
Quart trig 
and Novem- 


in March 
her . 

Judge 

cuit 

Chancery 
September. 

Mount Horeb 
of R. and 160 

Murrell’s Shop, 

W. of R. and 177 from 

New Market 
Warehouse , P. O. 
partof the county, at the 
river into the James, 

R. and 165 from W. 
tobacco inspection, at which 
to 500 hosgheads are ann 
spected, 1 mercantile store, 1 tavern, 
a grist and saw mill, a blacksmith 
shop, and 12 or 14 dwelling houses. 
Population 65 persons, of whom 
are physicians. 

Tye Rive it Mills, P* 0. in 
western part of the county, 131 ms. 
N. W. of R. and 173 from W.«—situ¬ 
ated on the Blue Ridge, near Tye 
river, and Tye river turnpike, 10 
miles N. W. of Lovingston, in a 
populous neighborhood. The farm¬ 
ers of the surrounding country are 
wealthy and the land fertile, produc¬ 
ing well all the staples of the coun¬ 
try. There are several mills and 
mercantile stores in the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Variety Mills, P. 
eastern part of the 
N. W. of R. 
contains 4 dwelling 
factoring mill, 1 






tile store, 1 
shop. 

Warminster 
part of the 
W. and 100 
the left bank 
from its mar 
waters 





m 

< S. W. of 
—situated on 
river, $ mile 
receives the 
50 ms. below 
called a vil- 

present of but 3 



dwelling houses 



store houses, 
and a masonic hall nearly in ruins, 
which is sometimes used as a place of 
public wors 

has 
the i 
lation 





merce 



classical school 
here, or in 
White popu- 
One physician 
ed here. War* 
by enactment 
for a number of 
profitable corn- 
surrounding' country 
40 or 50 miles. The 
several of the largest 
inia were laid here; 
but with the progress of population 
in other quarters of the State—with 
the division of the old county of Am¬ 
herst, and the subsequent establish¬ 
ment of the towns of New Glasgow 
Amhcrt C. H., Lovingston and 
New Market, Bent Creek, and other 
places, trade has been carried to every 
man’s door, so that the country which 
was once tributary to Warminster, 
now carries its support to other places 
with greater natural advantages.— 
This place, in consequence, has for 
some years past been retrograding in 
the number of its inhabitants and 
houses ; many of the lots have been 
purchased by the proprietor of the 
estate, in the midst of which it is situ¬ 
ated, and have been thrown into the 
adjacent fields. —An inspection of to¬ 



bacco 

law which e 

was 

considerable success 
like most 
on James 
likewise 




the same 
the town, and 
years with 
abandoned. 



money 
, and, 






to build an 
for opening roads to 
it is not known 
were ever carried into 
valley of James river 
here, is narrow, and the 
try on either side 
The roads to it from 
jare bad, and it is not probable that 
the contemplated central 
ment would increase the 
yond its present size. It nmj 
marked however that its situation i 
picturesque in a high degree, 
a cliff opposite, on the right hank 
the river, is an extensive and inter¬ 
esting view, taking in the fertile val¬ 
ley, winding for several miles above 
and below, with the seats on the ad¬ 
jacent heights; the small village 
half concealed by trees in the midst 
of the cultivated plain below, the near 
prospect embraced by ranges 
mountains beyond, and the Blue 
Ridge, predominant over the whole, 
in the distant horizon. 





NEW KENT. 



7, and 
and in 
ed of tw 
surface 
belongs 
1832-3 


was created by an act of the House of 
part of York county. It is bounded 
it from Kins William—N. E. 1 


Queen,—E. by James City, 
it from Charles City and Henrico 

from east to west, is 
t extends in lat. 
to 0° 24* W. of W. 
anes; leaning towar 
ation in 1820, 6,630—in 

circuit 
, on lands, 








37° 36’ N. 

is compos- 
rivers, its 
ew Kent 
Tax paid in 
slaves. $438 25 
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22 00 — 

00 —Total, $1257 
$102 22 —in 1833, 
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5—12 carryalls 
in educating 









NEW KENT C. H. P. V. near 

133 miles 
of R. in lat. 
0° 06' W. of W. 
the south side of the 
main stage road leading from Rich¬ 
mond to Williamsburg, and 3 miles 
S. of Pamunkey river, the nearest 

which from the C. H. is the 
of Cumberland, situated im¬ 
mediately on the south side of the ri¬ 
ver. Besides the usual county build¬ 
ings, this village contains 10 dwelling 
houses, 6 mercantile stores, and 4 ta¬ 
verns—no house of public worship, 
the C. H. being made use of for that 
purjiose.—The stage from Richmond 
to Williamsburg arrives here on Mon¬ 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and 






Tuee* 
There 
from 




leaves here 
[days, Thursdays, 
are 2 other 
Hanover C. 

King William 

Tuesdays, the latter on Wednesdays 
New Kent C. H. ma 
a healthy place, there 
or other stagnant waters within 
miles of the village, 
persons; of whom one is a physician. 

County Courts are held on the 2 d 
Thursday in every month;— Quar¬ 
terly in Marck^ May , August and No¬ 
vember. 

Judge Semple holds his Circuit 

Superior Court of Law and Chance¬ 
ry on the 2nd Monday in May 
November . 




NORFOLK. 




ortolk was created by act of the L 

part of lower Norfolk. It is bounded on the N. by Hampton Roads 
and the Chesapeake,—E. by Princess Anne,—S. by Currituck and Cam*- 
den counties of North Carolina,—and W. by Nansemond. Its length from 

north is 32 miles, its mean width 17, and area 544 sq. miles.^-ex- 
in lat. from 36° 30* to 36° 59’ N. and in long, from 0° 33' 

E. of W. C. 

The northern part of this county is drained through 

lern through the Dismal 
into the Pasquotank, and thence into Albemarle 
an account of the Dismal Swamp 
e 41, the more particular 
ving come to hand.) 

Canal is 22 miles long, 

, as cannot be appreciated 
The public reports show 
work. The tolls of the 
those of 1829 were 
Drummond, near 
the Canal, is in 
of about six 





seen it m 
been ex 
1832, were 
crease 
Swam 
only 
to 20 






been a work of 
who have not 
$800,00(1 have 
November 80th 
showing an in- 
of the Dismal 
«t drought the 
varies from 10 
water, and 6 
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iibove the 
locks, two 
lias 31 feet rise 
fall; and the 
mm 
ters 
creek 
loice’ 
miles 









has fire 
miles S. 
miles distant* SA- feel 
This canal opens a 

the wa- 





into Deep 
into 





tract, is 





lion of 
Walter 






cent re 


water in the upper level of 
end rising 13 feet. The N 
summit level; Culpeper lock, 

lock has 13 feet 
port of Norfolk, 

Pamlico sounds. The north end 
river, 4 miles in length; 
of Pasquotank river. The 
direction of the canal. 

Portsmouth and Roanoke Rail Road, which is now 

exercise a very important influence upon the 
Action of country through which it will pass, we give 
location and plan of construction, from the report 
Gwynn, Esq. 

ine which I have selected as the basis of my estimate, 
at the intersection of the western boundary of Portsmouth and 
line of High street, and proceeds over an extremely level and unbroken 
surface to an eligible site for crossing by a bridge, a branch of the Nanse- 
mond river, a few hundred yards north of the termination of the Dismal 

Land Company’s Canal. Thence continuing the line to Suffolk 
several spring branches are crossed, requiring the construction of small 
stone drains and some heavy cuttings and fillings. After leaving Suffolk 
the character of the country changes and becomes somewhat bold—and in 
order to diminish the quantity of excavation and embankment several undu¬ 
lations in the plane of the Rail Road are unavoidably made—the inclina¬ 
tions are, however, gentle, and the line reaches Black wafer without encoun¬ 
tering any other difficulties than an increased expenditure on this portion of 
it. From Blackwater a level is maintained for some distance, the line passes 
along the borders of the Swamps which make up to the Highlands, and 
crossing the Nottoway, on the lands of Mr. Rochelle about seven miles be¬ 
low Jerusalem, it ascends at the rate of 20 feet per mile, passing near Mr. 
Gurley’s to the Cypress Bridge Road. Thence, leaving Vick’s 
little to the south and making a slight undulation to avoid some fillin 
line arrives at Capt. Barns’ Quarter, on the summit of the ridge dividing the 
waters of the Nottoway from those of the Meherrin. From Captain Barn 

effected on a grade of 20 feet per mile to Buckhorn 
line is continued, on a level, across the Meherrin, 

’s Bridge. It then ascends, varying from an 
per mile, until the sum inti of the ail Road is 
e the level of tide water, of 144 ieet. 
from the summit, the Line crosses 
with that Road,) about two hundred 

crosses the head of Raccoon 
bank of the Roanoke River, opposite 
its length 77 miles, being only 
direct line between Portsmouth 
does not exceed 20 feet 
out the whole extent of the Road there are but few 
line, and these are effected on the arcs of circles 
less than 5730 feet, and are most generally 
“Gentle inclinations and easy curvatures 
from a sirs 


to vary 
location of 










and through- 
a straight 
are in no instance 
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favorable to 
attained, 
descents, 
reatcr on this, 
tates. We 
very consi- 

on 










seen, 




Rail Roads—these desirable objects as well 
the advantageous employment of Locomotive 
Indeed, considering the straightness and the 
the performance of an Engine (of given power) wi 
than on any other Rail Road now constructed in t 
are therefore enabled to use light Engines, thereby 

reat and leading items in the expense 
viz: wear and tear and repairs. 

The Engine which it is proposed to use will not exceed 

on this Road will be equal to that 
on a toaa wan au feet grades. From this general view 

country is eminently suitable to the 
The intervening Swamps and the alluvial bottom lands of 

Meherrin, offer no serious obstacles.—The 
where composed of solid materials, affording a firm foundation 
bankment or other structure it may be necessary to place on it. 

“ Construction of the Road. —It will not be necessary on the present oc¬ 
casion to discuss the relative merits of the various modes of construction— 
and the variety of materials which have been used in the formation of Rail- 
Ways. Suffice it to say, that the almost universal substitution of wood for 
and the iron-edge-rail, establishes its preference in the first instance 
even where stone is abundant and timber scarce. Among the many reasons 
this preference of wood, are—its elasticity, its sufficient stability, and its 
diminution of the wear and tear of engines and cars. It follows, then as a 
necessary consequence, that I recommend for your Rail Road the use of 
timber, which is found in abundance, of excellent quality on almost every 
part of the line. 

“The superstructure, then, which I propose to adopt, will be heart pine 
rails, nine by five inches, plated with iron bars two inches wide, and naif 
an inch thick, resting on white or post oak sills, ten by twelve inches, 
eight feet long, placed across the road, five feet apart from centre to centre. 
The rails will be placed parallel to each other four feet eight and a half 
inches apart, let into the sills and properly secured by white oak wedges. 
The sills will be notched for the reception of the rails and we 

in the middle, so as to admit of the construction of 
will add considerable stiffness to the road, at a very 
expense—and adapt it to the use of either horse or locomotive power 

“ Width of Road Bed. —I have estimated for a single rail- 
for the present will afford sufficient accommodation to the trade 
The ditches, however, will be cut and the waste earth 

track, whenever it may be deemed necessary. 

bed in excavations, will vary from I 
°. The graded surface on embankments w 
uniform width of 12| feet, with side slopes of 












view 
raduated 
in width. 







tained at Port 
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the water 
hereafter of 
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Spikes 7 Run we shall 
. The stone for this 
and the work done now 
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Farther on, wooden structures 
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readily oil- 
reasonable terms 
thrown over 
the erection 
Black water, 
and piers 
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to their 
cubic 
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which can be 
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from Norfolk 
perch (of 25 
found tolera¬ 
the Oco- 




of Norfolk— 
s to the 


.s, §28 
ing poor 





approaching the 
ine, and will probably be 
, and Raccoon Swamp.” 

, 15,405, including that of the 
borough, 6,987—in 1830, 24,814. 
it, and first district. Tax paid in 1 
, $1403 63—on land, $1220 23 
94 32—6 studs, $52 00—33 coaches, 
gigs, §87 15—Total, §3728 33 
in 1832, §482 36—in 1833, §573 40 
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Creek, P. V. 123 ms. from l is composed of these tw 
R. anti 226 from W. Deep creek, is and is of various depths, 
a branch of Elizabeth river. The 20 feet;—in this (sponge as it is call- 
village is situated near the creek, at ed here) are imbedded innumerable 
northern extremity of the Dismal old trees of juniper, from which much 
Swamp canal. It stands on each side of the lumber shipped from Deep 
of the canal, near its northern outfall Creek is made. It is no uncommon 
, and has indeed been created by thing to find under the roots of a tree 
the canal. It is now a flourishing that has been cut for the purpose of 
depot, being located nearly equidistant making shingles, another and larger 
'between the towns of Norfolk and old fallen tree, entirely covered with 
Portsmouth, lit contains 25 dwelling ^sponge and trees of new growth, 
bouses, 6 general stores, 2 taverns, 1 jwhich is in a perfectly sound state, 
house of public worship, free for all and nearly or quite as good for shin- 
llenominations, 1 grist mill, I saw Igles, as the green timber. These 





mill, 2 boot and shoe factories, and 2 
tailors. Its commercial business is 

nearly confined to a trade in large 
juniper or white cedar shingles, rails, 
pales, and timber for coopers. It 
gives constant employment to ten or 

pectable schooners, which 
creek, a mile below the 
to Philadelphia, New 
es. These shin- 
juniper lumber, are the 
Dismal Swamp, though 

has no trees of 



shingles, and the other lumber, are 
brought out of the Swamp, either 
through ditches cut for the purpose, 
in narrow, long lighters, or are carted 
out by mules, on Toads 
laid across the road, so 
each other, forming a 
way. There are very 
such road. The laborers 
shingles, &c. to these 
trees, on their 




much of 
large 






m 

grass, and 
however 
beach, pine 
with juniper 
ter grow ‘ 
of deea 
est. The who 




The border of 
marsh.—In openin 
covered with an jfrom the north 
thicket of reeds,-this marsh to the 
ome parts of it, and solid nine stump 
with gum, dently in the place w r 
and other parts;is in the way of 
these lat-1 at very low 
and mud is the more 
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is deep- not (in 


a very lair; 



f 




it grew. It 
navigation, and 
~ This 
as pines do 
row in salt 
dry, sandy 
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noil Much labor has been spent, to for vessels at all seasons of the year, 
little purpose, in attempting to re- It is completely fortified from foreign 
move it. Pine stumps are also found enemies by the fortress on Craney 
in Albemarle sound, evidently in the Island, and by the works erected at 
same situation in which they grew, the outlet of Hampton Roads, by the 
though now a number of feet under U. S. Government. It is within it 
water, and below the surface of the few hour’s sail of the Potomac, Rap* 

pahannock, York, and James rivet*. 
Another geological trait in this part The advantages which it possesses 
of the state is worthy of notice. Wells have attracted the attention of the 
dug in the sand to the depth of six, General Government, which has ex* 
eight, or ten feet, afford good water; pended immense sums in the erection 
hut if carried a few feet lower, the of a Navy Yard, Dry Dock, and Ma* 
stratum of sand is passed, and one of fine Hospital, on a scale, and in a 
offensive mud is encountered, which style, suited to the great naval depot 
destroys the well. of this Union. The close connection 

There is a traditionary anecdote existing between Norfolk and North 


hut 


connected with Deep creek, which 
deserves to he noticed. During the 

war of the Revolution, a French ves¬ 
sel was pursued into this creek by an 
English vessel; and some remains of 


existing between Norfolk and North 
Carolina, by means of the Disnml 
Swamp Canal, causes large quantities 
of produce from that stale to find thehr 
wav through this channel to market 
In addition to this, the Portsmouth 

w • 

the Frenchman still continue, to ob- Rail Road, (to be completed in 1835,) 
struct navigation, and confirm the sto- will open to its enterprising citizens 
ry; but the tradition adds further, that an extensive back country, abounding" 

before the French crew abandoned in every production of our soil anil 
and sunk their ship, they charged a climate. Previous to the late war, 

gun with specie , and threw it over- Norfolk monopolized almost all the 
board, to prevent its falling into the trade with the British West Indies, 
hands of the English, and much time which was a source of much profit to 
has been spent in a vain search for her merchants. From that period, 
that gun. however, with the exception of the 

Great Bridge, P. O. situated on years 1816, ’ 17 and ’ 18,duringwhich, 
the southern road 12 miles S. S. E. of the restriction was removed, her com* 
Norfolk, 126 S. E. by E. of R. and mcrce has been in a languishing con* 
229 from W. dition; till the opening of the canal, 

NORFOLK BOROUGH, Sea and other causes, again brought it in* 
Port, and P. O. 114 ms. S. E. by E. to healthy action. Large quantities 
of Richmond, and 217 S. S. E. of of corn, lumber, and naval stores are 
Washington—in lat. 36° 52', and annually shipped from this port to 
long. 0° 44' E. of W. C.—situated 8 Europe, the West Indies, and South 
miles above Hampton Roads, on the America. It is already an extensive 
north bank of Elizabeth river, near cotton market, and destined to deal in 
the junction of its southern and eas- that article to still greater extent. The 
lent branches. It covers about 600 city presents a handsome view from 
acres of ground. Norfolk harbor the water. The streets, in consequence 
admits vessels of 18 feet draught, and of the numerous creeks running into 
renders the Borough the most com- the town from every direction, are 

laid out without anv regard to order 


renders the Bor 
mercial depot oi 
bor is perhaps s 
the world, being 
winds, and of ea¬ 



rn i or re 
stone 






ome view from 
, in consequence 
ks running into 
f direction, are 
regard to order 
buildings, with 
improved stylo, 
bin a few year*, 











and real 
in mine 
health, 
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annu 






improved in a remark- 
wing doubtless to the 
streets, proper draining, 
means of cisterns; 
are very common. The 

consists of a 
, & Common Coun¬ 
last being chosen 
pie. The public 
a custom house, court 
, academy, and pri¬ 
mary school house, a maritime hospi¬ 
tal, Mason’s lodge, 8 houses of pub- 
worship, (2 Episcopalian* 2 Me- 
1 Baptist, 1 Presbyterian, 1 
Catholic, and 1 for colored people.) 
There is 1 theatre, 1 free school 18 
private seminaries, 2 printing offi¬ 
ces,—each issuing news papers — a 
news room, and an extensive public 
library. A lyceum, and infant school 
house, of beautiful design, have been 
erected by the 1 iberality of private in¬ 
dividuals. There are 3 Banks,—U. 
States Bank, Virginia Bank, and 
Farmers" Bank of Virginia—ten 
steamboats ply from Norfolk to Bal¬ 
timore, Richmond, and other places. 
There are 10 hote's, 3 steam mills, 3 
lanyards, 2 rope walks, and every 
mechanical pursuit is carried on. 

An Admiralty Court, a Superior 
Court of Law, and a Monthly Court, 
conduct the administration of justice. 
There are also, a mechanic’s society, 
a humane, and a marine society, 2 

of Infantry, 1 of 
, and 1 Cavalry com¬ 
pany. A cemetery covering several! 

been laid out by} 
tastefully planted 
adds much to 
Norfolk, 

, is the oldest in- 
inia, deriving 
British Govern- 
abounds in fish, 

. of the choicest 
are, coffee, 


oysters, ve, 
kinds. The chief 
rum, salt, sugar, and 
tion about 10,000 



greatly increased tains 14 attorneys 

The following 
bits the effects of 
trade of Norfolk, 
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in evergreens, 



cor 

its charter 
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con-» 


physicians, 
le partial ly exhi- 
fluctuatioa in the 
its population: 

It contained in 1810, 1820, 1830, 

Whites, 4,776 4,618 5,131 

Free colored, 592 599 928 

Slaves, 

Total, 

showing an increase 
latter period, 
of the whites and 
nearly equal, at about 11 
Corporation Courts are 
4 th Monday sin every month; 
terly in March , June , 

November . 

Judge Baker holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
on the 10/A of June and 18/A of No - 

vember. 

Expended in educating poor chil¬ 
dren in 1832, $342 50—in 1833, 
$340 55. 

North West River Bridge, 
P. O. in the S. E. part of the county, 
on a small tributary of Currituck 
Sound, 24 miles S. E. of Norfolk, 
about an equal distance N. of E 
beth City in N. Carolina, 138 mi 
from R. and 241 from W. 

PORTSMOUTH, P. T. 

of justice , opposite to the 
Norfolk, on the left bank of 
river, and at the mouth of it 
branch, 219 miles S. S. E. 

116 from R. 

of the finest harbors in America : 
ships of the 
with safety at its w 
S. Navy Yard i 
ern extremity 
within the 
The Government has made here a 

of the best 
, capable 
into its 
the town is 
resembles the 
of Philadelphia. 
Newtown, another 
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his Circuit 
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was one of the original shires of 1634, under 
was changed to its present name in 164 
N. by Accomac,—W. and S. by Chesapeake bay, and ~~~ 

Ocean. Its length from S. to N. is 32 miles, its mean 
Islands are included, 10, and its area 320 square miles 
from 37° 05' to 37° 33'* and in long, from 1° to 1° 28" 

Paramorc’s, Hog’s, Prout’s, and Smith’s islands cover the 
nearly the whole county. 

The county of Northampton is the southern extremity of the long, low 
which forms the eastern side of the Chesapeake, and which com¬ 
prehend! eight counties in Maryland and two in Virginia. Separated as 
these counties are from the rest of the state, by the spacious bay, which the 
eye can scarcely see across, and being among the first settled parts of the 
colony, they are a more unmixed people than is often to be found in our 
country, and retain more of the usages, and even language of former times, 
than perhaps any jmrt of the state. The ancient hospitality of Virginia in 
here found unimpaired; and the inhabitants have a high relish lor good liv¬ 
ing, which they are also enabled to indulge by a soil and climate extremely 
favorable to gardening, and by an abundance of excellent fish, oysters, anil 
crabs. They preserve great neatness in their houses and persons, which is 
a characteristic of persons living in a sandy country. The whole county 
level as a bowling-green, and the roads are good at all seasons of the 
year. This circumstance has probably increased the social character and 
habits of the people, as it certainly has their pleasure carriages. The nuiu* 
ber of gigs in the county, is near three hundred, which is considerably 
greater than that of the free holders. It is computed that the county pays 
about $10,000 a year for its carriages. 

“The soil of this county is thin, light, and always more or less 

as it commonly rests on a stiff clay, and the land is 
to be carried off by the rains, or to “to wash,” to use a 

inhabitants are very much encouraged to pursue an, improving 
' ; yet in truth they are but indifferent farmers. i They 

same land incessantly, one year in Indian corn, and the next 
in oats, (tneir two principal crops,) and their lands improve under this severe 
process, provided they are not also pastured. Whenever a field is not in 
cultivation, it puts up every where a rich luxuriant crop of a sort of wild 
vetch, called the magotty-bay bean, which shades the land while it is grow¬ 
ing, and returns to it a rich coat of vegetable manure. It is by means of 
this fertiliiing plant, and the aliment which is nlentif 1 

the product of 












vapors 
than a stranger 
land is so m 
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to expect 




hed by the 
much greater 

The 

in which 
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more is 
to the acre 
obtained, 
the winter 
feet high, 
can 







to the 
On 


horse, though more may be produced 
i hundred barrels to the hand are often 
ranate flourish without protection during 
attains the size of a stout tree, some times twenty 
fruit is in greater abundance than the inhabitants 
not yet learned the art of curing it, or perhaps 
is not suited to that operation, 
in use here, but tide mills, at 
attainable. These inlets deeply i 
side,’ and while they are convenient 
as harbors for their boats and mall era it, give a 
the landscapes, which are indeed as 
unvarying a surface. Upon the whole, we know 

' ’ : e are enjoyed in greater 
;he sea and land breezes 
which temper the sultry heats of summer; mud their 
m to be a few musquetoes, a good many gnats, and now and then 
or intermittent fever. There is here an article of culture which 
is not much met with in other parts of the state—it is the palma christi, 
called castor bean. It now constitutes a part of i 

to the extent of eight to ten acres or more. The quantity of the nut or 
bean produced, is the same as the land would produce in corn. Each bushel 
yields about two gallons and a half of oil, and sells, at the press, for $ 1 25 
a bushel. This plant is now cultivated in many of the counties on the 
Western Shore, and the oil it affords has become a considerable article of 
export, being preferred to that of the West Indies. 

"‘Among the curiosities of this county, are the ancient records of the 





ances 
a 





*« 


iph&flfu 

be folio 


tion: 


Under this marble tomb lies the body 
of the Honorable John Custis, Esq. 
of the City of Williamsburg, 

and Parish of Burton. 

Formerly of Hung&r’s parish, on the 

Eastern Shore 

ia and county of Northampton, 
71 years, & yet lived but seven years, 
which was the space of time he kept 
A Bachelor’s home at Arlington 
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 




side one reads 



This inscription put on this tomb was 

his own positive orders. 


Wm. Cosley Man, in Fencburch street 

fecit, London. 

The writer was so intent on 
his troubles, that he has not 
time of his birth, nor did 
after him supply the omission 
time of his death; but it 
early in the Last Century.” 

It is certainly a 
the married state. 





the third 



1820, 7,705—in 1830,8,644. 
circuit, and second district. 

land, $99 18— 1970 slaves 
140 00—13 coaches, §28 
—Total, §99 2 74 . 

—in 1833, §234 33. 
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Capkvillk, P. O. situated 12 ms. 
south of JSastmlle , the county seat, 6 

and 176 from 
a small village, con- 
2 mercantile stores, 
factory, and several 
It is a place of| 
the neighbors of se- 
around, to obtain early 
the new®, from vessels 

Population 25. 

EASTVILLE, P. V. nd seat o 
justice , 244 ms. S. S. E. of W, C. 
and 174 E. of Richmond, in lat. 37° 

3<l* and long. 1° 15' E. of W. C.— 
situated about the middle of the coun¬ 
ty, between the Chesapeake bay and 
the Atlantic Ocean, 2 ms. from the 
water on either side, equi-distant from gers. Eastville is healthy. Popula- 
the northern and southern extremity tion 217 persons; of whom 2 are at- 
©f the county, and 18 ms. north of! torneys and 3 regular physicians. 
Cape Charles. Eastville is divided| County Courts are held on the 

by a small valley, which runs through' Monday in every month;— Quarterly 
the centre of the town, and has two: in March , June , September and Mo- 
principal streets, running at right an-| vember. 

gles. It contains, besides the usual Circuit Superior Courts of Law 
county buildings, 21 dwelling houses, and Chancery are held on the 1511 
4 mercantile stores, 2 taverns, 1 new | of May and 2i st of October by Judo* 


mechanical pursuits are, 1 coach 
manufactory, which completes about 
§§000 worth of work 
coach and harness 
maker, 2 biacksmit 
manufactories, 3 
sign painter, and 
in thia village, 3 
ries, and 2 others i 
whole making 
20,000 gallons of oi 
principal commerce is 
Philadelphia, and New York. Pro¬ 
perty has increased rapidly in value 
whithin the last three years, having 
in Eastville more than doubled. The 
inhabitants are not to be surpassed for 
their morality, and hospitality tostram- 



and handsome brick Episcopal church, 
I common school, ana 1 bible society. 


Upshur. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 









north 


Northumberland, was created by the legislature in 1648 

county it was taken. It is bounded on 
tomac river, N. E. and E. by Chesapeake bay, S. by 

W, by Westmoreland. Its length is 
ms. It extends in lat. from 38° 

, to 0° 45’ E, of Wasbington City, 
southeastward to the Chesapeake, and the northern 
eastward towards the Potomac. Population in 1810, 

1830, 7,953. It belongs to the 5th judicial circuit, 
paid in 1832-3, §1,233 34—in 188S-4—on lots, 

§586 77—1,571 slaves, §392 75—826 horses, §49 §6—6 studs, §46 00— 
25 coachca, §54 50—6 carryalls, §6 00—158 gigs, jltei 50. Total, 
111,242 80. Expanded in educating poor children in 1132,1242 80—tn 
i 833, §320 
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Burgess’ Store. P, O, in the 
southern part of Northumberland Co. 
101 ms. N. E. of R., and 160 ms from 
IPlf 

NORTHUMBERLAND C. H. 

151 ms. S. S. 
E. of R. This 
contains besides the or- 
county buildings, 60 dwelling 

stores, 1 large 
Methodist meeting 
school, 1 Academy, 
cturing flour mill, 1 tanyard, 
1 gig maker, 1 hatter, 1 saddler, 2 
tailors, 2 boot and shoe factories and 




This village is pleasantly situated, 
about a mile and a half from the head 






of Goan river, which Is navigable, 
(and empties Into the Potomac. It is 

village in 

Northern Neck. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
ly in March , 
mmher. 

Judge"* Lomax 
Superior Courts 
ry on the 3d of 
October , 

Tan Yard, P. 

R. and 162 ms. S. S. E. 

Wicomico Church, 
about 6 ms. W. of Smith’s 
9 ms. E. of Bridgetown, 

E, of W. and 98 ms. from 





Chance* 

\7th of 





MOTTOWAY. 


Nottoway, was created by the legislature in 1788, and formed from a 
fart of Amelia Co. It is bounded on the N. by Amelia, E. by Dinwiddle, 
S. by Nottoway river, which separates it from Lunenburg and Brunswick, 
and W. by Prince Edward. Its length is from S. E. to N. W. 19J ms.; 
mean breadth 15, and area 297 sq. ms. It extends in lat. from 36° 54', to 
37° 14', and in long, from 1° 3', to 1° 26', W. of W. C. The northern 
pail of this county is drained by creeks which flow through Amelia i 
the Appomattox river, and the southern part by the Nottoway and i 
butanes. Population in 1810, 9,770-1820,9,658—1830, 10,141. 
way belongs to the second judicial circuit, and 5th district. Tax paid in 
1832-3,82,492 51—in 1833-4, on land, §1,270 54—3,566 slaves, §891 
—1,698 horses, §101 88—5 studs, §90 00—60 coaches, 
carryalls §20 00—84 gigs, $55 45. Total, §2,580 87. 

children in 1832, §247 70—in 1833, 
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Whites, P. O. 60 
W. of R.,and 182 ms. from W. 

197 ms. 





from W. and 75 ms. 
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i regular physician. J 
are held on the rior 
r month: — Quarter- the 
v, August and No- 


May holds his Circuit Supe- 
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ORANGE. 


Orange was created by act of Assembly in 1734, and formed out of a 
| ft of Spottsyl vania Co. It is situated at the eastern base of the Blue 
Ridge* bounded by Spottsylvania, E. and S, E.; Louisa, S. Albemarle, S, 
W. Blue Midge, separating it from Rockingham, W. by Conway river, 
separating it from Madison, N. W. and by Rapid Ann river, separating it 
from Culpeper N. Its length diagonally from E. to W. is 56 ms.; mean 
width 16 ms.; and area 560 sq. ms.—Extending in lat. from 38° 07', to 38° 
25’ N. and in long, from 0° 42\ to 1° 45' W. of Washington City. The 
northern part in its entire length, is bounded by, and drained into Rapid 
Ann, or S. W. branchof Rappahannock; its declivity is eastward. The S. 
E. angle gives source to the North Anna, and the S. W. to the extreme 
northern sources of the Rivanna river. 

The surface is hilly and the country is nearly equally divided by the S. 
W. mountain. No country can excel it in the salubrity of its atmosphere, 
or the purity of its water, which in some instances is highly chalybeate, 
from the large masses of iron ore found imbedded in its soil. The quality 
of its soil is in general very fertile. In the upper or mountainous division, 
it is of a deep orange color, (whence its name) very productive and well 
adapted to the use ofplaister and clover, the fertilizing effects of which, are 
visible upon many of the farms in this section. In the lower or S. E. di¬ 
vision, the soil, which is of a white, sandy character, is much less fertile 
anil not so easily improved as the red mountain land. There is n vein of 
limestone passing through this county, in a line nearly parallel with the 
mountains, which has in some places been opened and worked to advan¬ 
tage. Its mineral wealth is very great, a vein of copper ore, has been dis¬ 
covered in the Blue Ridge, not for rom Swift Run Gap, which is supposed 
to be valuable. Iron abounds in the vicinity of the mountains, and in the 
lower section of the county, not far from the Spottsyl vania line, gold has 
been obtained, in considerable quantities. There are at present several 
mines in successful operations; the principal of which, are Grymes\ the 
<5rf eenwood. Coalter 1 s and Grastt/s, at which latter place, the Virginia 
Mining Company , has been at considerable expense in erecting machinery 
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are frequently found among the skeletons burned bones, and pieces of coal. 
The sight is truly awful to one who is not in the habit of seeing the bones 
of human beings. The mound is about 30 ft. sq. and appears to co nta in 
between 3 and 400 of these skeletons. Pieces of scalping knives mnd toma¬ 
hawks, are frequently found near this spot of Indian interment. The staple 
productions of this county are wheat, rye, oats, corn, hemp, flax and tobacco. 
The wheat is mostly ground into flour at the mills within the county, of 
which there are 8. 

Houses were erected in 1833 for the reception of the poor, where they 
are supplied with all the comforts of life at the annual 
of i bout §2,000. There is an institution in this county, 
poraled some years since, under the name of the Orange Humane 
for the education of indigent youths;—it has a capital of u 
which is loaned out to individuals upon good, real an 
the interest arising from which, is applied to the education 

e as are destitute. Orange is entitled to send 1 member, 
new constitution to the assembly. Population in 1820, 12,913 — 1830, 
14,637. Taxes paid in 1833, @3,796 15 —in 1834, on lots, @16 98 —on 
landt;@2,419 94 — 3,768 slaves, @942 00— 3,138 horses, $188 28 — 11 studs, 
$150 00-—44 coaches, §91 45— 24 carryalls, @24 00 — 35 gigs, @19 85. 
Total, ll|3,852 50. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, @333 78 
in 1833, no commisioner’s report. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, 6l c. 





Barboursville, P. V. at the 
north western foot of the S. W. moun¬ 
tain, 105 ms. S. W. of W. and 76 ms. 

N. W. of R., situated at the intersec- 
tion of the main stage road, leading 

front Washington to Milledgeville, 
Georgia, and the road from Swift Run 
Gap to Richmond. It contains 2 
mercantile stores, 2 houses of private 
entertainment, 2 lanyards, a saddler, 
tailor, wheelwright, blacksmith, boot 
and shoe maker, house of public wor¬ 
ship, free for all denominations, and 2 

The situation is 
well chosen for a vil- 
W. of Orange C. H. 
Charlottesville, and 6 
nt seat of the venera 

A mail 
from the S. ar- 

a horse 






[and immediately on the main road 
leading from Fredericksburg to Swift 
Run Gap, 50 ms. above the former, 
and 14 ms. below the latter, 16 ms. 
above Orange C. H. and. 6 ms. 
Stannardsville, 10 ms. S. of 
C. H. and 28 ms. S. of Cul 
H. at the intersection of the roads 
leading from the two last mentioned 
places to Charlottesville, and Swift 
Run Gap, about i 1 ms. 

Madison’s residence, and 
Charlottesville, 
formerly extensively known 
count of its commercial 
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above 
from Swift Run 
82 ms. N. W. 
from W. ‘ 




I 




road 
Richmond, 

ill ms. 





W. of R 









. P. O. 70 ms. In. 
102 ms. S. W. of W., 
eastern foot of the S. 
on the sources of 
river, about 50 ms. 
Fredericksburg, and 
C. H. It con- 
houses, a mer¬ 
cantile store, tavern and smith’s shop. 

Locust Grove, P. O. 86 ms. from 
R. and 76 ms. S. W. of W. 

Poplar Run, P. O. 83 ms. from 
R., and 95 ms. S. W. of W. 

ORANGE C. H. P. V. 80 ms. 
from R. and 92 ms. from W., situated 
about equi-distant from the N. E. and 
N. W. angle* of the county; 3 ms. 
from the Rapid Ann river, and 8£ 
ms. from the North Anna, or north 
branch of the Pamunkey. This is 
one of the most flourishing inland 
villages below the mountains. It 
contains besides the ordinary county 
buildings, 51 dwelling houses, mostly 
of brick, and built in a handsome 
style, 9 mercantile stores, 2 houses c f 
ic worship, built of brick, (1 Epis¬ 
copalian, and 1 Methodist,) 1 female 
academy, 2 common schools and 2 
hotels. The mechanics are 1 hat 
manufacturer, 2 cabinet makers, 1 sil- 

, 3 blacksmiths, 
manufacturer, I tan- 
sign painter, 2 
carpenters, 1 
tailors, 1 coach ma- 
harness maker, I 
office, from 
is issued. The 

in 

not to to sur- 
mails are 

• 9 . 


run 

place 

W. and one tri w 
from here 
503 persons; of whom 




this 
to th© 
horse coach 
Population 
are attorneys 











ver 



ricklayers 




which a 
facilities 





passed 
received at 


land 3 regular physicians. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
in March , May ] 
ber. 

Judge Field 
Superior Court of 
on the 2 8th of April 
Orange Spring, P. 

from R. and 94 ms. from 
River Bank, or Ellisville 
97 ms. from R. and 104 ms. S. W. of 
W., situated at the junction of Hicko¬ 
ry creek with the North Anna river. 
It contains 10 dwelling houses, 1 
mercantile store, 1 manufacturing flour 
mill, 1 grist and saw mill, 1 lanyard, 

1 saddler, 1 tailor, 1 boot and shoe 
maker, 1 blacksmith, 1 wheelwright, 

1 cabinet maker, and 1 house carpen¬ 
ter. This place Is rapidly improving 
and bids fair to become a flourishing 
village. Population about 100. 

Stanardsville, P. O. 92 ms. 
from R. and 114 S. W. of W., situated. 
in the extreme western part of the Co. 
near the Blue Ridge, immediately on 
the Hillsborough road, leading from 
Louisa C. H. to Harrisonburg, in a 
healthy and pleasant neighborhood. 
it contains 21 dwelling houses, 5 
mercantile stores, 2 taverns, 1 lanyard, 

1 saddler, 1 boot and shoe 
tailor, 2 smith shops, 1 
l hatters shop, and 1 
ulation, whites, 90 

1 is a physician,—colored 5£, Total, 
142. 

Thorne Hill, 

R., and 104 

O. 91 ms. from 

R., 81 ms. from 
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PATRICK. 





from 
between Vir 
miles 




established by the Le 
Patrick is a border county, exte 
North Carolina, a 
on the N. by the Blue 
so near the Carolina line. 

In fact the county 




and taken 
State line 
45 and 541 

in 












of 

intersected 


Intoning W. a 

narrow at its western extremity 

the point where the mountain intersected the state line; 

former western extremity has been added 
convenience of the people resi 
tiguous counties on the N. and W. are the trans-montane 
Floyd and Grayson; on the E. it is bounded by the counties 
and Henry. Its width varies from 30 to 80 miles, averaging 
like 20 miles; and its area is 541 sq. ms. It extends in 
to 30° 47* N. and in long, from 2° 56' to 3° 40' W of W. 

The general face of the county is broken, but not as much 
most of the piedmont counties to the eastward of it. . It is 
however by several considerable mountains ranging from E. to W. The 
principal of these is the Bull Mountain , which unites with the main moun¬ 
tain at its western extremity, and runs eastwardlv nearly to the eastern boun¬ 
dary of the county, dividing it (not very unequally) from W. to E. The 
Court House is. situated on the S. side of this mountain at the distance of 
3 or 4 miles from its summit, which is as near as a suitable situation could 
•be procured, on account of the spurs of the mountain. 

There is another mountain (which may be considered a spur of the 
Blue Ridge) called Carle/ s mountain. It leaves the main mountain S. 
of the Bull mountain and ranges nearly parallel with it, inclining n little 
more to the S. This mountain is not very long, extending in length not 
more than 8 or 10 miles. It lies very near the Courthouse, immediately S. 
of it, and terminates nearly opposite to it. The No Business mountain 
runs also parallel with the Bull mountain, on the S. side of it, but lies de¬ 
tached from the main mountain near the eastern end of the county. It is 

7 or 8 miles long, and ranges pretty much in a line with Carter’s 

een the 







mountain, there being however an interval of 4 or 5 miles 
eastern end of the one and the western end of the other, 
the mountains which have acquired a distinct name and 
are however a great number of spurs and knobs, which though 

deserve some distinguishing appellation. 

Ridge in various aircctio 

lances. 

The principal w'ater courses arc the Ban , Smith's river 
the Ararat , with their tributaries:—all which not only intersect 
but have their sources in the mountains which form 
The Dan rises in a plain on the top of the 

declivity of the mountain, and runnin 

of land called the 
mountain, or rather tumble 
miles among stu 
, not far from the 
crosses the county within 
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on the 

not very remote from the head of the Dan, but takes a 





It runs 
of the count 
into 

Smith’s river 
mountain 
and 

tremity 




and crossing the state line near 

through the county of 










mountain, 
direction, 
extremity 
* empties 


Bull 

Bull 











source in the Blue 
that section of the county 
mountains from W. to E., crosses near 
mountain into the county of Henry. 

There are two Mayos, the South Mayo and North 
lyo risen in the main mountain, between the Bull mountain 
mountain, and running southeast ward! y between those two mountain 

Court House, and crossing the south side of the country 
North Carolina near the southeastern corner of the county. 

The North Mayo rises in the Bull mountain, on its S. side, and running 
eastwardly for some distance between that mountain and the No Business 
mountain, turns to the S. around the eastern extremity of the last named 
mountain, and enters North Carolina, first passing through a small corner 
of the county of Henry.—The two Mayos unite soon after leaving Vir¬ 
ginia, and finally empty into the Dan. 

There are many creeks tributary to the rivers already enumerated, a few 
of the principal of which shall be £iven. First those which empty into 
Dan. This stream receives before it descends the mountain. Ivy Creek , 
as large as itself: after it descends the mountain, it receives a number of 
small streams not worthy of notice;—near where it crosses into North 
Carolina, it receives Arches creek from the S. W. and soon after crossing 
the line it receives little Dan from the N. which also rises in Patrick. 
The Ararat receives after it descends the mountain, Doe run and John* 
son's creek , from the N. mnd Clarks creek from the S. Smith’s river re¬ 
ceives Rock Castle creek , Widgeon creek and several other smaller ones 
from the N. and Sycamore and Goblin Town creek , from the S. Th® 
South Mayo receives Spoon creek from the N., and Russell*s creek from the 
8., besides other smaller ones. The North Mayo receives Mill creek from 
the the S., and Rogers creek from the N. 

There is a great diversity of soil in the county of Patrick. The numerous 
water courses which intersect it in every direction afford more or less bottom 
land of flood quality, and a large portion of the upland-is strong, though often 

The soil and climate below the mountain are 
culture of corn^ wheat, rye, oats, tobacco and hemp. The land on 
the mountain before alluded to, ai being contiguous to 

as the meadows of Dan, is generally fertile, and 
is too cold for the successful culture of corn or tobacco, it is 

grain and grass. This bod 
e surveys, tm.de m speculation, whic 
come into market; notwithstanding which it is rapidly 
doubt, is destined to be the most flourishing Dart of 
cess to It, though somewhat difficult on the 
the N. and W; as-the descent of the mountain in 
h perceptible. The stack article of 
jis.ll mountain 
scarcely be said to De * 
witMo themselves and 















without 
ac- 

nti rely easy on 
is scare®- 
side of the 
there can 
, mostly 
beef bran- 




258 


dy, me 
side of the 
tobacco 
section 

it 

ed for 

county 















the south 
article of 
mountain 
be, and 
calculat- 
in tie 
western 
States 
cash. 




Land 








acce 






two or 
carried 


of the 

may in some measure account 
on that aide than on the other 
is beginning already in 
e entirely, a grazing country: 

;atde, horses and hogs.-—The 
manufactured and sola in 
quantities of this article are annually sent to 
Georgia and Alabama, and add at 
who raises tobacco to any extent i 
who make a business of it, and purchase 
their neighbors, without prizing, at a very liberal 
quite cheap compared with land of similar qu 
in consequence there has been for some years 

population by immigration from the lower counties 
however been more than counterbalanced in the 

_years, by the prevalence of the Missouri mania , which 

many of our best citizens to that State, and which still prevails though in 
an abated degree. 

The climate of this county is truly delightful. The bracing air of the 
mountain, combined with the mild breath of the south, renders the atinos- 
here pure and at the same time soft,—and we do not believe there is a 
ealthier climate in the world. For many years in some neighborhoods 
there was not a physician within twenty miles; (which our correspondent 
writes,) “you may consider either as the cause or effect of the health of my 
vicinity, which ever you like.” There are no manufactories in the county, 
except those of tobacco, already referred to; and a, forge owned by John 
A. Hairston, Esq. on Goblin Town creek , on the north side of the Bull 
mountain, near its eastern extremity. This forge has been in operation 
for many years, and the enterprising proprietor, in conjunction with 
connections, men of capital as well as himself, is now erecting a large iur 
nace within a short distance of the forge, which will go into operation 

the next fall or winter. The supply of ore is abundant, convenient, 
the best quality. Iron ore abounds in other parts 

also. 

“Tie scenery presented by the passage of Dan river down the 
j .1 ° country, is awful and sublime in the hi 

river rises in a plain, traverses it for 8 or 10 miles, till it reac 

mountain, dashes down it by a rapid succession 
winds its solitary way, unapproached 
mountain hunter, and hemmed in on 
intense mountains, descending almost perpendicularly 

miles, before its banks afford 
are found in this interval. 
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rise to ft 
beholder. 

bareiy 

no visible 
makes its 
main pin- 
his sta- 
which he 







the 
level with 


two pinnacles, in the 
mountains, and 
of rock 

crevices to nourish a few 

narrow chasm through which 
view. If the visiter wishes 
much larger than the other,) 
mountain which is very steep 
to carry him down the highest 
ridge or pass-way not more than 
distance of thirty or forty yards, the 
—and to his astonishment the river appears 
distance below him. The ascent of the pinnacle then 

somewhat perilous one it is. A narrow 
among the rocks, and in many places, the adventurous climber 
himself up a perpendicular ascent of five or six feet by the 
he reaches the top, however, he is amply repaid for his labor in ascending. 
The prospect, though necessarily a limited one, is picturesque and sublime 
in a high degree. The view of the basin is then complete. The moun¬ 
tains surrounding it nearly of an uniform height; no outlet visible and the 
beholder perched upon the summit of an immense natural pyramid in 
centre. The river is seen occasionally as it winds around the base of 
pinnacle. It attempts to pass on the west side where the narrow ridge 
which the visiter approaches arrests its course; it then winds entirely 
round the pinnacle close to its base until it comes to the opposite or southern 
side of the narrow ridge, passing between the two pinnacles: it then passes 
round the western and southern side of the smaller pinnacle, and makes 
its escape as it best can from its apparently hopeless imprisonment. The 
summit of the pinnacle is about twenty or thirty feet square,—and strange 
to relate, small bushes of the aspin grow upon it—which is found no where 
else growing wild in this section of country. The echo produced is 
somewhat remarkable. If a gun be fired off on the top of the pinnacle, 
you hear nothing for several seconds, when suddenly in the direction of the 

through which the river flows, a rushing sound is heard, 
which although not a correct echo, seems to be the sound 
escaping through the pass,”* 

The other natural curiosity to which reference has been 

which is not very far from the Pinnacles, 
and sublime scenery which overhangs 
the mountain. You approach it as 3 
of the mountain, till suddenly your 
descent of many hundred feet 
Far below every thing 
the timber swept from the earth; 

portion of the mountain 
, riven and torn 
chasm below. 
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Arrarat, P. O. 282 ms. from 11. 
and 358 S. W. by W. from W, 
Penn’s, P. O. in the eastern part 
of the county, 17 miles N. E. of 
Taylorsville , 224 ms. from R. and 
316 S. W. of W. 

TAYLORSVILLE, or Patrick 
C. jHT. P. O.—situated on Mayo river, 
90 ms. S. W. of Lynchburg, 35 S. 
of Christiansburg, 241 S. W. by W. 
of R and 333. S. W. of W. in N. 
lilt. 36° 38' and long. 3° 14’ W. of 



usual 
ses. 


W. C. It contains 

county buildings, 

2 mercantile stores, 
yard, saddler, tailor, 
flour mill, and 2 tobacco 

County Courts ire held on the 
Thursday after the 2 d Monday in 
every month;— Qm arterly in March, 
June , August and November. 

Judge Saunders holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chance¬ 
ry on the 21 of April and September. 


PITTSYLVANIA. 


Pittsylvania was established by the Legislature in 1767, and formed 

from a portion of Halifax. It is bounded on the N. by the Staunton river, 
which separates it from Bedford and Campbell, —E. by Halifax, —S. by 
Caswell and Rockingham counties of North Carolina,—W. by Henry and 
Franklin. Its mean length is 35$ miles, breadth 25| ; audits area 891 
sq. miles, It extends in lat. from 36° to 37° 05', and in long, from 2° 
12' to 2° 35’ V/. of W. C. This county is watered by Staunton river on 
the N.. Dan on the S. and Banister in the centre. Much of the soil is ex- 

large crops of tobacco are produced. Population in 1810, 
1820, 21.313; 1830, 26,034. It belongs to the tenth 
district. Tax paid in 1833, §5089 04—in 
land, 82794 18—5905 slaves, §1476 25—545 
48—25 studs, 8286 50—53 coaches, §186 75—35 ca; 

3 95. Total, 85265 82. Expended in 
E830 02, in 1833, §913 88. 
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general mercantile 
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_, tobacco factory, tailor, 
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principally adapted 
of tobacco, Indian 
Population 



cultivation 





a physician. 
Crafton. P, 




Terns 



whom i is 


S. W. by 
W, of W. 
housea, 1 to- 
ops, a tailor, 
Popula¬ 







tion 

Chalk Level, P. O. 169 ms. 5. 

247 from W. 

COMPETITION, P. V. and muj 

is situated near the centre 

, on a branch of Banis- 
■ ms. 8. W by W of R. 
. W. of W. in lat. 36° 50' 
2° 20* W. of W. C. Be- 
ordinary county buildings, 
it contains 125 dwelling houses, 3 
mercantile sto res, 3 ta ve m s, 1 house 
public worship, (Methodist,) and 2 
common schools. The mechanics 
•re, 1 watch maker and silversmith, 
1 tailor, t boot and shoe maker, 2 
blacksmiths, 1 wheelwright, 2 tan¬ 
ner®, and several saddlers- in the vi- 

This town m rapidly improv- 
Several large and handsome 
briek buildings have lately been erec¬ 
ted. The situation is considered 
healthy. The land of the surround- 
in i country is fertile, producing well 
all the common staples—Indian corn, 
wheat, tobacco, <fec. Population 200 
perilous, of whom 3 are attorneys, 
and 2 practising physicians. 

County 'i Courts are held on the 3d 

; Quarterly , 

March, J Au&ust and Novem - 


« * 






Judge Saunders holds his Cir¬ 
cuit Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery on the 20/A of May and 
0cl#ler. 

Danville, P. V. 168 ms. from 
R. and 258 from W. Danville is a 
flourishing village, situated at the 

falls on the right Is.ink of Dan river, 

near the S. border 
about 5 ms. from 
Danrirer is iv ble 




40 ms. above this place. Danville 
was incorporated in pursuance of an 
act of the Legislature in 1831 

It contains about 115 houses, 9 
miscellaneous stores, 3 groceries, 2 
commission houses, 2 tobacco ware¬ 
houses, 2 Branch 
and Farmers,) 1 masonic 
sent used as a place 
ship by all 
and 1 female academy 
mg condition, also a 
for young ladies, wit 
pupils,— 1 well orj 
school, 1 apothecary 
factories, 1 oil mill, 2 manufacturing 
flour mills, 3 saw mills, 1 iron foun¬ 
dry, and 2 taverns. The mechanic®! 
pursuits are, 1 printing office, issuinj 
a weekly paper, ( Danville Reporter , 

2 tanyards, 1 saddler, 2 boot and shoe 
factories, 4 tailors, 3 cabinet makers, 
1 chair maker, 2 milliners, 1 plough 
factory, and 3 blacksmiths. The 
principal staples of this market are 
wheat and tobacco. Population sup¬ 
posed to be about 1600. It contains 

3 attorneys, and 7 regular physicians. 

Hill Grove, P. O. 150 ms. 8.W. 

by W. of R. and 228 from W. t situa¬ 
ted 4 ms. S. of Ward's bridge on the 
post road leading from Lynchburg to 
Danville, 30 ms. S. of the former, and 
40 N. of the latter place. This sec¬ 
tion of country is healthy, and well 
watered; the soil moderate! 
well adapted to the culture o: 
and grain. The 
generally oak, pine. 

Liberty Hall, 

W. by W. of R. 

Monroeton, 
bank of 

treme north 
county, 161 

and 239 from 
10 or 12 years 
become a town 
It was laid 
number 














ex- 
the 
of R. 
a some 
fair to 
magnitude, 
lots, and a consider- 
them sold, several 
and occupi«4 and 

.established;. but* by 







some fatality, it 
menced its career 
decline, 
settlers 
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looner com- 




n to 
the first 
most of the 

others 


I 



moved off and rebuilt where they 

and it now 




contains o 
and 1 

Mount Airy, 





in a 






families, 1 tannery, 
g flour mill. 

O. 164 ms. S. 
from W., situated 
of the county, 
flourishing neigh¬ 
borhood, about 5 miles from Halifax 

!, at the intersection of the 
toads leading from Lynchburg to 
Danville and Milton, and the road 

from Charlotte to Franklin 
C. H., 39 ms. from the former, 32 
from Danville, and 16 N. E. of Pitt- 
splvania C. H, It has 1 mercantile 
•tore, several dwelling houses, a saw 
and grist mill, and 2 cotton machines 
are in the neighborhood, and 3 houses 
of public worship, 1 Episcopalian, 1 
Methodist, and I Baptist. The face 
of the surrounding country is level, 
population not very dense,— the soil 
fertile, and well adapted to Indian 
corn, wheat, oats, and tobacco. 

Paytonsburg, P. O. distant 148 
ms. from R. and 248 from W., situa¬ 
ted on the road which leads from 









ms. 
W. 

. of Danville, 
contains 
entertain- 








to Richmond, 30 miles be- 
former. It contains several 

l mercantile store, 

1 tan yard, 1 saddler, 1 tai¬ 
lor, and a blacksmith shop, with seve¬ 
ral private families. The situation 


some. 




Store, P.[0. 174 

ms. from R. and 252 S. W. of W. 

Smith’s Store, P. O. 162 miles 
from R. 

Spring 
from R. 

It is situated 1 
and 8 E. of 
a country store, 
ment, ana a 
is a Baptist house 
neighborhood, ca 
ing house,” The sou in 
diate neighborhood is 
tile, The productions are 
wheat, corn, oats, dec.: 
surrounding country is more so, be¬ 
ing well adapted to wheat; large 
crops of which will probably he 
raised as soon as the Roanoke i 
provements, which are now in a 
of forwardness, shall have been com¬ 
pleted. 

Sugar Tree, P. O. 20 ms. to the 
S. W. of Competition, 187 ms. S.W r . 
by W. of R. and 280 S. S. W. of W. 
It' contains 4 mercantile stores, I 

Methodist house of worship, 
mon school, and 1 Sunday school, 
manufacturing flour mill, and 
smith shop. The lands in 
neighborhood are generally good, ex 
cent immediately on the public road. 
There are several 
which pass through this 
county and empty into 

Watkins’ Store, P. 

W, angle of the county, 

W. by W. of R. 

Williams’ Store, 
from R. and 242 


















POWHATAN, 


flirt of 
which 
by the Ap c 

hf Cumberland. 

W. O,, extendi] 


the Legislature in 
. It is bounded on 






about 



out of a 
James river, 
-on the S, 
on the W. 
long. W. of 
about 14 in 





breadth, i 
territory 
and hills 
the count 


th an area of 280 sq. ms. The face of the county is level to 111 
a It hough undulating with small sinks and swells, or bottoms 
unning from the main ridge, which passes through the centre of 
E, and W. to the James and Appomattox rivers. The James 
es the whole extent of the northern frontier from W. to E. and 
lattox the southern frontier in like manner and direction. Tha 
numerous: those which empty into James river beginning near 
rland line, on the N. W and proceeding E. to the Chesterfield 
luddy creek , which rises in Cumberland, runs in a meandering 
and empties into James river between Cumberland and Pow- 
i this creek there is a manufacturing mill, called Muddv creek 





ly is level as a 
I la, or bottoms 
h the centre of 
i. The James 
W. to E. and 
irection. Tha 


near 


hatan. On this creek there is a manufacturing mill, called Muddy creek 
mills near Cartersville. Deep creek rises in Cumberland, runs N. E. re¬ 
ceiving the tributary waters of Little Deep creek , Indian Camp creeks 
Moore's creek , Mosbi/s and Horsepen Branches , Swann 9 s creek , and Sallee’s 
creek , all empty into James liver some 7 or 8 miles below the mouth of 
Muddy creek. On Sallee’s creek are situated two grist mills. Jefferson 
creek rises in Powhatan, runs N. and empties into James river, at the town 
of Jefferson. Mohawk creek , rises in Powhatan runs N. and empties into 
James river, one mile above Michaux’s Ferry; on this creek is situated on© 
grist mill. Fine creek rises near Powhatan C. H. runs 8 or 10 miles N. 
E. and empties into James river. On this creek is situated the Fine creek 
manufacturing and grist mills. Jones 9 creek rises in Powhatan, runs 12 
miles E. and N. E. and empties into James river. On this creek are situa¬ 
ted a manufacturing and grist mill, also another merchant mill running 
2 pair of burrs, to which is connected a grist and saw mill, with 1 general 
store. On this creek are also located a cotton factory and 2 other grist 
mills, with 1 saw mill. Burner's creek rises in Powhatan, runs 7 or 8 
miles N. E. and empties into James river, near the line between Chester¬ 
field and Powhatan. 

Those in the southern part of the county beginning at the lower end 
and proceeding upwards or westwards are— Swift creek , which rises in 
Powhatan, runs S. E. through Chesterfield into Appomattox; on this 
creek in Powhatan are situated the Cedar Grove manufacturing and grist 
mills. Hurricane creek rises in Powhatan, runs S. and empties into 
Swift creek, 3 miles long. Skin Quarter creek rises in Powhatan, runs 8 
miles S. W. and empties into Appomattox. Butterwood creek rises in Pow¬ 
hatan, runs 7 or 8 miles S. W and empties into Appomattox; on this creek 
Haskins’ mill, near Genito, is situated. Genito creek rises in Powhatan, 
runs S. W. and empties into Appomattox—3 miles long. Lower Fighting 
creek rises near Rocky Oak meeting house, runs S. W. receiving Scott 9 s 
creek and Hobson's creek , unites with Upper Fighting creek, and empties 
into Appomattox. Upper Fighting creek rises near the Buckingham road, 
runs S. E. receiving Tucker 9 s and Blunt 9 s creeks , unites with Lower 
Fighting creek, and empties into Appomattox. Between the mouth of 
tliia creek and the Cumberland line, there are many branches, and small 
creeks running through almost every plantation. 


Haskins 


bam road, 
h Lower 
mouth of 
md small 


There are two 
ingham road , on 
Town road , betw 
numerous cross i 
Th» mil of Pc 
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exhaused 




long an 



;y—the Buck- 
the Manakin 
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and appg mm e. The 
injudicious cultivation, 









Iwt a revival of a geological spirit, with the use of clover and plaster, 
seems to authorise the prediction that in twenty years the land of this coun¬ 
ty will again become fertile. The James and Appomattox rivers hounding 
two sides’ of the county at full length, afford great quantiea of rich low 
grounds, and thousands of little branches and creeks intersecting and 
variegating every portion of the county, render the soil quite productive 

C nerally. The principal crop are corn, oats, wheat and tobacco. The 
it two are the staple products. 

There are some coal mines in the lower end of this county. A pit has 
ixsen for several years regularly and profitably managed by the judicious 
fiiraer, Capt. Wm. Finney, in whose immediate neighborhood another 
vein of coal has been discovered on the land of Mr Edward Scott. Indi¬ 
cations of coal have also been discovered on the surface of the earth in 
many places in the lower end of the county. 

There are ten male schools now in operation in this county, under the 
superintendence of competent teachers for the instruction of youth in the 
Qfdinary branches of education. There are also two female schools under 
tile management of judicious and able teachers. 

The Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians, are the only regularly formed 
churches There are some Episcopalians, but no officiating minister of 
that denomination. The old Episcopal churches, Peterville and Manakin 
Town, have become free for the use of all denominations. There is also 
lit church recently established in the lower end of the county called the 
Reformed Baptist, now composed of 12 members. There are also many 
Unitarians in the county, but no established church of that faith. 

Powhatan belongs to the seventh judicial circuit and fourth district. 
Population in 1820, 8,292 — 1830, 8,517 persons, of whom more than half 
were slaves and free blacks. Tax paid in 1833, $2752 46—in 1834 on, 
lots, $45 58—on land, $1512 58—3049 slaves, $762 25 —1791 horses, 
#107 46—3 studs, $100 00—86 coaches, $198 75—16 carryalls, $16 00 
—89 gigs, $50 25. Total, $2792 87. Expended in educating poor chil¬ 
dren in 1832, $106 84 — in 1833, §45 36. 
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TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, &c. 


Ballsville, P. O. 48 ms. from B. 
.and 147 from W. 

. Flat Rock, P. O. in the eastern 
part of the county, 25 ms. W, of R. 
and 147 from W. 

Gknito, P. V. 29 miles S. W, by 
from R. and 151 from W. f situs- 
1 on the E. or left side of the Ap- 
mattox river, in the southeastern 
ft of the county, and 36 ms. from 

uses, 1 mercantile store, a tavern, 


W. from B 
ted on the 
pomattox 
lillt of the 
Petersburg 
houses, 1 ] 
blacksmith 
permanent 
|ha. Appo] 
which is si 


ring flour mill. Pop 
sons; of whom l is a 
Jefferson, P. V. 
situated on the south 
river, 35 ms. above £ 
and 7 ms. from the c 
has a direct water 
with Richmond, bein| 
12 ms. above the heai 


• • 














river canal. I 
place affords th< 
pect of the sur 
any town or vi 





across 


ace, at!in 






JeftirBon, t 
residences 


■ situated only 
1 of the James 
jvation of this 
beautiful pros- 
ig country, of 
n James river. 
Tile below and 
ay be seen the 
of 8 wealthy 
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parte are 
bacco. T 
40 



and extensive 
of Goochland 
five In the 

mme 


county 
four or 
Powhatan, and 
is a ded¬ 
river, both 
place of con- 
its size. The ex- 
ly wheat and to- 
annually about 
of wheat, and 250 
It contains besides 
, 2 stores, 1 mo nu factor- 
I tailor shop, 2 shoemakers, 
and 1 saddler and harness maker. 
The mail from Richmond arrives at 
this place 3 times a week. It has 
besides houses of deposite, 8 dwel- 

with a white population 
50— and a population oi 70 color 
ed persons. 

SCOTTSVILLE, P. V. and seat 
of justice, 32 ms. W. of R. and 139 S. 
S. W. of W in lat. 37°32’ and long. 0° 
56' W. of W. C. This village con- 
tains,besides the Court House, Clerk’s 
office and jail, 20 dwelling houses, 3 
miscellaneous stores, a tanyard, sad¬ 
dler, boot and shoe maker, 2 tailors, l 
blacksmith shop, and 3 taverns. 





Superior 
eery on 
her. 


are held on the 3 d 

—Quarterly 
and JVWr. 
his Circuit 
and ChiiJii- 
1 st Octo- 








between 
the . 


R. and 132 
two creeks- 
and Sallee’s creek on 
tains 

house of public wo 
rian,) called 

country store, 1 bouse of entertmin- 
ment, a plough maker, and black¬ 
smith shop; m the vicinity and on 
Sallee’s creek, there is located a 
manufacturing flour mill, the pro¬ 
prietors of which have it in contem¬ 
plation to extend the navigation of 
the creek to James river. There lire 
several benevolent societies organised 
in this vicinity. Population 30. 

Subjlett’® Tavern ; P. O. in tic 
eastern part of the county, 23 ms. 8, 
W. of R. and 145 fromW. 


PRINCE EDWARD. 


Prince Edward was created by the legislature in 1753, 
ed out of a portion of Amelia Co. It is bounded S. E. b” 
and S. W. by Charlotte, W. by Campbell, N. W. and N. 

N. E. by Cumberland and Amelia, and E. by Nottoway. 

E. to W. is 35 ms.; mean breadth 12 ms. and area 42C 
lat. is 37° 12’, and long, from W. C. 1° 30' W. The 
separates this county from Buckingham and Cumber 
This county is well watered by numerous creeks, emp* 
pomattox river. They come in the following order, viz 

if—This creek was examined 

make it navigable foi 
Charlotte. The Engineer made an 

creeks . These creeks all run 
, Buflaloe and lush swift 
very deep, 
is very good, 
well adapted to corn an 


Jiarrtf 



tie Roanoke, in 
Briery, Busk 
Briery is a si 
is a fine stream 
The soil 
is of a sa 





and was form' 
Limenbttrjr, S. 








ago, and it 
with the 1*1- 

report. 
p&nQi h 

Appomattox 

It 

Much of the 
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continual culture, without any 
unenclosed. The pine in 

worn out 





, A lari 
part* of the 
in resior- 






years 
Numerous 





wea 






exhausted 
quantity 
state, takes 
ing the 
. Prince 
there have 

beds 

• * • 

it it 


rich in minerals and 
developements of its miners, 
or marl, have been discovered 
it may be found in large quantities. 

Near Farmvilie, and in other parts of the county 

coal of the finest quality may be obtained, 
little way, and it is to be regretted, that 
explore these mines of wealth. If 
improved, at no distant day, coal may be 
county. 

ore has been found in various parts of the county v 
There are some indications of gold, but not very strong. 

* There is one solitary mountain in this county, “ Leigh’s mountain 
U an axact cone, and adds something to the scenery. It is between Bush 
mud Sandy rivers. 

Farmville, is a town of considerable commercial importance. It is situated 
tt the head of batteaux navigation on the Appomattox: however, boats can 
get up much higher. This is the fourth tobacco market in Virginia, and 
in point of the quality of its tobaacco, it is the first. More than half a mil¬ 
lion of dollars are annually paid here for tobacco. The trade of Farmville 
indrawn from Halifax, Lunenburg, Charlotte, Nottoway and a part of Camp¬ 
bell. 

Hampden Sydney College was founded in 1774 for the purpose of cher- 
those ideas of civil and religious liberty which were beginning at 

that tint© to be diffused. It was chartered in 1783 and received its present 
name from those two martyrs to liberty, J. Hampden and A. Sydney, 
was established and has ever been supported by the private munificence 
public spirited individuals. It has an elevated and pleasant situation, 1 
aiie from the C. H« and 80 ms. S. W. of Richmond. The healthiness of 
its situation is well known, there having been but one death among the stu- 
iilkmnts since its foundation. The annual income of the funds of the Institu¬ 
tion haj not, until recently exceeded §600; but within the last 
has received a contribution of §30,000, of which §20,000 ’ 

mmit for a permanent fund. The only assistance it has ever receiv 
th * J 


m 
lue. 
want 
ucated u 
usefulnes 


tracts of escheated lands, which were 
Institution has had to encounter 
it has generally been in successful 
young men; many of whom 
of great abilities. More instructors 
than from any other in the southern country, 
is a Literary and Philosophical 
There are also several societies 


to them in the 
ot the College is v 
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their studies, 
trustees who fill 
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Rev. 
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The bui 





Vacations— 




Co. in 
The Institn- 


, to 1806. 
to 1820. 


1774 to 1779. 
from 1779, to 1789. 

1789, to 1797. 

President there are Professorship 
Mathematics, and Language. The 

averaged about 100. The number 
valuable and extensive Chemica 
a library of about 5,000 volt, 
connected with College are the Colle 
high and containing 48 rooms for student’ 
ublic rooms; a President’s house and a 
rick, and 2 other houses for Professors, 
for tuition, board, room rent, washing, @150. 

Commencement is on the 4th Wednesday in September, 
i. the month of October; 2d. the month of May. 

The Union Theological Seminary is located in Prince 
the vicinity of the C. H. and near Hampden Sydney College, 
tion had its origin in efforts made by the presbytery of Hanover, and thin 
Synod of Virginia, as early as 1812, to give to their candidates for the min¬ 
istry a more complete theological education. It did not however go into 
operation in a regular form until the year 1824. 

The Seminary is under the controul of a board of 24 directors chosen 
once in 4 years by the Synods of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Its funds are derived from the free contribution of Presbyterians in m* 
rious parts of the country, and amount to nearly enough to provide for the 
support of 3 Professors. 

Its buildings are of brick and consist of 2 'Professor’s dwellings, and* a 
central edifice, 196 ft. long and 4 stories high, containing a chapel, library, 
lecture rooms, museum, depository, dining hall, rooms for 100 students, and 
for the family of a steward. The library is small, containing only 3;0OO 
vols. but is highly valuable from the care employed in its selection. 

cers are the Professors of the Institution, namely, those of Chris* 
eology, of Ecclesiastical History and Polity, of Oriental Literature 
and such others as may be chosen. These constitute a faculty for interim! 
government, of which the Professor of Christian Theology 
chairman. • * • * 

are only those who design to become ministers 
can become a member of the Institution, w 
church, who sustains before the 
experience of religion, who 
or gamed in some other way a 
in the Institution embraces 
Archiology, Sacred 
ical Interpretation, Theory 
History, Ecclesiastical History and Polity, Church 
Theology, Evidences of Revelation, Canon 
•ton of Faith, Pastoral Theology, and the Comp 
roons. 
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EASTERN 



PRINCE EDWARD, 


Since 1 
have been 



Oriental 




The people 




students 
follows; 

D. D, ina 
Goodrich, inau 
Baxter, inang. 1832. 


chairs 












teaux, with 3 men in each, carrying 
from 5 to 7 tons. Farmville is grow¬ 
ing in importance and trade. It is at 
the present time one of the finest towns 


county are generally intelligent 
lamination are more numerous 
m tile state. Population in 1820, 12,587—in 1830, 14 

m. giving an increase of 1,530 in 10 yrs; of the last amount 
whites, 5,514, and 8,593 blacks, giving an increase of 3,079 ov< 
lation: manv of which are free blacks and mulattoes. The free 

numerous than in any other county in 
Edward belongs to the 9th judicial circuit, and fifth district Tax 
1833,83,844 73—in 1834, on lots, $118 28—land, 1,751 76—4831 
§1,207 75—2,685 horses, 8161 10—6 studs, §102 00—122 
8336 60—44 carryalls, ©49 40—144 gigs, ®88 00. Total, 

Expended in educating poor children in 1832, $126 45—in 183 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, 6cc. 

Burkesville, P. O. in the south-<is good at all seasons of the year, and 
era, part of the county, 66 ms. S. W. jgives employment to about 40 
by W. of R. and 188 from W. 

Carter’s Store, P. O. in the S. 

W. 'part of the county, 81 ms. S. W. 
by W. of R. and 172 ms. from W. 

Farmville, P. V. 68 ms. S. W. in proportion to its size and commerce 
by W. of R. and 159 from W., situ- in Virginia. Population 800 persons; 
•ted on the N. border of the county, of whom 2 are physicians, 
near the head of batteaux navigation, Hermitage, P. O. 91 ms. S. W. 
and on the S. side of Appomattox ri- by W. of R. and 182 ms. from W. t 
ver. This village was incorporated situated in the western part of the Co. 
1832, with 7 trustees, having pow- on a considerable eminence which 

. It contains 2 tobacco commands a beautiful view, 
at which are inspected jtersection of the roads leading 
from 4,000 to 4,500 hogs-(Charlottesville, to the S. and 
inspection affords a larger i Petersburg to Lynchburg, 
fine French tobacco, I Vaughan’s creek on 
in the state. There creek on the N. 
factories, giving era- (several dwelling 
tndn, 10 mercantile cantile store, &c. 
public worship, (1 (neighborhood, 

Methodist,) 2 ta- sandy soil, 
ee, 1 female bats and 
,2 smith shops, I Jamestown 
ht, 1 boot and by W. of R 
, 1 tan yard, 2 ated in the 
milliners and on the 
navigation of: ms. 

eto Petersburg (dividing line 





annua 









wan 
•re 








stores, 1 
Preshy 
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containing 
candle 





Amelia 
and L 
laid o 


Petersburg 
illage was 
each 
mer- 
ace was at 
; theinspec- 
was carried on to a 

years, but 
since which 
has ceased to flourish. 

time, several dwel- 
house of public wor- 
denominations, 2 mis- 
and 1 house of en- 

w 

The surrounding coun- 
—the land much bro- 
the soil peculiarly adapted 
owth of fine tobacco, which 
with wheat constitutes the staple. 

Marble Hill, P. O. 83 ms. S. W. 
by W. of R. and 174 ms. from W. 

Merrixan’s Shop, P. O. 94 
ms. from R. and 185 ms. from W. 

Moon’s Ordinary, 90 ras. S. W. 
by W. of R. and 181 ms. from W. 

PRINCE EDWARD C. H. P. 
V. 75 his. S„ W. by W. of R. and 166 
ins. from W. This village contains 
21 dwelling houses, besides the usual 
county buildings, and about the same 
number of public and private offices; 
a large and handsome Presbyterian 
churcn built of brick, beautifully situ¬ 
ated about a quarter of a mile from the 
village, 1 tanyard, 1 coach manufac¬ 
tory, and various other mechanics. 
There are 2 flourishing academies ; 

deserves the 
which it enjoys,— 
The present number of pupils is about 
The course of studies, requires 






io addition to 
the 2 prin» 
assistants, the pu- 
' instruction 

the 
Cel¬ 
lo 







Septem 



3 years to com 

the i 

cipals and 
pils have 
in science, and the 
Professors of 
lege,—the 
Is for males, 
enter the 
annual number i 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
ly in March , May , 
vember. 

Judge Leigh holds 
Superior Court of Law 
ry on the 26 th of April 

b$r. 

Prospect, P. O. 80 ms. S. 
of R. and 171 ms. from W. 

Sandy River Church, P. O 
the S. E. part of the county, 79 ms. 
S. W. by W. of R. and! 170 ms. from 
W. This place takes its name from 
a small tributary of the Appomattox. 
It was built In the year 1768 by the 
church of England. Since the revo¬ 
lution, it has been kept up by the citi¬ 
zens of the neighborhood of all de¬ 
nominations. In the immediate vi¬ 
cinity of the church, there is a house 
of entertainment, a mercantile store, 
several mechanics, and 1 physician. 
The land of the surrounding e 
is generally good; the princi 
duct is tobacco ; and the nei 
is w ml thy. 

Walker’s Church, 
southern part of the 
S. W. by W. of R 





PRINCE CJEORCE. 

Prince George was created by the Legislature in 1702, and formed 
from a part of Charles City Co. It is bounded on the N. by the Appomattox 
which separates it from Chesterfield, and James river which separates it 
from Charles City,—E. by Surry,—S. by Sussex,—and W. by Dinwiddle; 
Its length from E. to W. is 21 ms. breadth 12, and area 812 sq. miles. It 
extends in lat. from 37° to 37° 15' N. and in long, from 0° 5* E. of W. O. 




to 0° 
border near 

B* E 

Population 





county s' 





Very little of 
Appomattox and James, by 

river, the sources 

-in 1830, 8,367. 

1st district. Tax 
-on land, $916 53 
•3 studs, 846 00—49 coaches 
$54 15—Total, §1,941 
1832, $137 80—in 1S33, 


TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICE 


CITY POINT, Port and Post 

on the right shore cfl 
James river, at the junction of the 
James and Appomattox, in the N. W. 

the county, 12 ms. below Pe- 
34 ms. S. E. of R. and 156 
ms. from W. City Point of itself, is 
a very inconsiderable village, being a 
place of no trade, except in a small 
retail way. It is however a conside¬ 
rable port, as an appendage of the 
towns of Petersburg and Richmond. 
At City Point there are 4 or 5 
wharves, projecting a short distance 



towards ita 
portion slopes 

this county* 

belongs to the 
,868 8f>— 
1619 50— 
0—20 carry- 









reflect credit, on the 
ginia capitalists and insure 
Dominion that commercial 
tance to which she is so justly entit 
led, and which will lie so beneficial 
every class of the community; 
more especially to the fanners, whose 
products, will meet a ready sale, at 
such prices, as cannot fail to reward 
their industry. City Point, contains 
about 25 houses, 3 taverns, 3 groce¬ 
ries, a school and hospital. 

Prince George is famed for the 
manufacture of her hollow ware, i. e. 
Into the river, within 30 yards of! flour barrels,&c, her marshes for soras 


which is a sufficient depth of water 
to swim the largest ship that ever 
floated. “Not only is a large foreign 


and wild ducks, &c. and her rivers, 
creeks and mill ponds for fine 
perch, sturgeon, rock fish, shad. See. 




shipping business done here, but the! Population between 90 and 100 per 
white sails of domestic commerce , 1 
gladden the eye, as it passes 
and repasses this port, freighted in its 
ss upwards with the wealth 
and productions, and exports of every 

while its return carries to eve- 




our happy Union, the pro-; vember. 


sons; of whom 1 is a physician. 

PRINCE GEORGE C. H. 

uated near the centre of 
County Courts are 
Tuesday in every month :— 
ly in March , May , August 



the 
James 
shall be 
than probable 
will present an 


and of our mines.’ Joboe May, 
the ordinary shipping, perior Court of 
freight, tow and pas- on the 25 th of 
make this a stopping' Templeton, 
ge up and downlof R. and 15 
lort City Point, | immediately, 
is a considera-j leads from 
of Richmond,] in Southampto 
, and when i former, 
and the! There is 
improvement 





from the 
the latter, 
here which 

has been in existence for 30 years, 
it is more] The situation is high and salubrious, 
village, remote from any water course, or 

will marshy land. 
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Princess 
a portion 

k, E 




area 360 






by the 

k county. It is 
ic, S. by Currituck Co. 

from S. to N. is 30 
The parallel of N. lat. 36° 

W. C. intersect near the centre of the county. The 

. and pours its waters into Lyn 
eastern branch of Elizabeth river, 

Currituck Sound. 

in 1810, 9,498,— 1820, 8,730—in 1830, 9, 
first judicial circuit and first district. 

1834 on lots, $16 63—on land, §1115 
9436 00 — 1757 horses, 9105 42 —6 studs, $83 00— 17 coaches 
16 carryalls, §17 25—154 gigs, §95 50. Total, §1907 50. 
in educating poor children in 1832, $267 94 —in 1833, §115 63. 
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Popu 
fry. Belongs 
91846 85* 








§38 
Expended, 


Kempsville, P. V. 10 ms. S. E. 
by E. of Norfolk, 124 from R. and 
227 from W. situated on the eastern 
branch of Elizabeth river, at the head 
of tide water. It conta ins 27 dwel¬ 
ling houses, I miscellaneous store, 
and several groceries, I Baptist house 
of worship, and I common school. 
The mechanics are a tanner and cur¬ 
rier, several carpenters, wheelwrights, 
blacksmiths, &c. Large quantities 
of lumber are sent in rafts and light¬ 
ers, from this place to Norfolk ; also 
much navy-timber, staves, wood, &c. 

200 persons; of whom 3 
ixcians. 

Bridge, P. O. in the 
rt of the county, 15 

ms, N. E. of Norfolk, 8 S. W. of 
Gape Henrv, 130 from R. and 233 





Vs 




PRINCESS ANNE C. H. 

187 ms. from R. and 240 from 
lat. 36° 44, N. and long 0° 57' E. 

W. C. ' It contains, besides the usual 
county buildings, 17 dwelling houses, 
2 Methodist houses of public wor¬ 
ship, 2 elementary schools, 1 miscel¬ 
laneous store, several carpenters, and 
various other mechanics. The prin¬ 
cipal pursuit of the inhabitants It 
farming. Population 1150 persons; 

are 


till! 






of whom 1 is an attorney, 
physicians. 

County Courts are 
Ss£ Monday in every month. 
teriy in March , June , 
November. * 

Judge Baker 
Superior Court of Law 
ry on the 2 5th 
timber. 




and 





PRINCE WILLIAM 



ed N. and 
Loudoun 
county IV 
length is 


established by the Legislature in 1730, and 
tafford and King George counties. It is bounds 
Run, and Occoquan river, which separate it from 
. by the Potomac, separating it from Charley 

r. Its mean 

12; and its area 370 re miles. 11 







extends in 
45' W. of 








15' to 0° 




an lmpor- 
low W. C. 


mouth, u 


■« * 


i, and 14 


'' to 38° 55’ N. 


Occoquan river rises in Loudoun, Fairfax, and Fauquier counties* 
traverses and drains the upper part of Prince William, It is ait impor¬ 
tant tributary of the Potomac, and falls into that river 85 ms. below W. G. 
and nearly opposite to Indian Point. Its principal branches are Bull Run, 
Broad Run and Cedar Eun. Bull Run from its source to its mouth, is 
the dividing line between the counties of Fairfax and Prince William. It 
Joins the Occoquan about 7 miles above the town of Occoquan, and 14 
miles from the Potomac river. Broad Run has its source in Fauquier 
county, and after passing through the chain of the Bull Run mountain, at 
file pass of Thoroughfare, and by the town of Buckland, joins the Cedar 
Run about a mile below Brentsville, the county town of Prince William. 

‘Cedar Run rises in Fauquier county, and passing near Warrenton, 
joins Broad Run near Brentsville. These streams, and indeed many of 
their branches, afford fine seats for manufacturing establishments. At the 
junction of Broad and Cedar, the river receives the name of Occoquan. 
Its general direction towards the Potomac is S. E.—and its length about 
25 ms. At 18 ms. from the junction it meets the tides at the town of Oc¬ 
coquan. Here it reaches the hills, which are the boundary of the Poto¬ 
mac valley, and down them the river is precipitated about 72 feet, in the 
distance of on? and a half miles. In these hills is the chain of rocks 
which crosses all the rivers of Lower Virginia at the head of tide water. 
The action of the water in the course of ages, has washed the earth from 
the channel, and the rocks lie in its bed in every rude variety of position. 
The banks of the river here present every where jutting rocks, and some¬ 
times great precipices. The pine finds sustenance among the crevices 
and gives a relief and a grace to scenery that would otherwise be savage. 
Immediately below the town of Occoquan the banks subside into a plain; 
and at two miles, the ancient town of Colchester is passed. Five miles 
below Colchester a junction is effected with the Potomac, between High 
and Freestone Points. At its mouth the Occoquan is five miles wide; at 
the head of the tide, it is about 75 yards; here however it is hemmed in 
by the hills, and as the volume of its waters is very great, in floods it is 
very deep, (viz. from 12 to 20 feet.) Below the town of Colchester it 
suddenly widens to two or three miles. The earth and rubbish brmight 
down by the floods are deposited, and at such times the navigation is ob¬ 
structed for vessels drawing rtiore than 5 feet water. There is however 


floods are deposited, and at such times the navi 
vessels drawing rtiore than 5 feet water. There 
di opposes serious obstacles to clearing the bar, v 
people inhabiting the country drained by its wati 
le subject has already attracted some attention, a; 
river and its important branch Cedar run, whicl 
effect, above the tide by the lock and dam syste 
of some proceedings in the legislature, 
i in 1810, 11,311—1820,9,419—1830, 9,320. ] 

to the sixth judicial circuit and third district. 
07—in 1834 on lots, §183 15—on land, 177 
25—2383 horses, $142 98—5 studs, ®48 00- 
carryalls, §15 00—16 gigs, $12 95. Total, 
educating poor children in 1832, $500 18—in 18< 




wants of 
















liam 'belongs 
1833, *2695 
slaves, §43 4 
$59 50—15 
Expended in 



1772 65—1737 
00-—27 coaches, 
otal, 82668 48. 
i 1833, $365 32. 













near two 
ar,) which 
. Brents- 
imfries, 18 


but the desert 
>lossom under 
al enterprise, 
ce a new start 
ituated at tiliii 
; which could 


DHJtilN i'bVlLbrj, F. V. and seat rect, there is no doubt but the desert 
ef justice, 104 ms. from R. and 48 will soon be made to blossom under 
S. W. of W.— The Court House, the labors of individual enterprise^ 
clerk’s office and jail are handsomely and Brentsville will take a new start 
situated on the main street, in a pub-{towards prosperity. Situated at the 
lie square of three acres. Besides head of Occoquan river, which could 
them, the village contains 19 dwel- easily be made navigable for boats ill; 
ling houses, 3 miscellaneous Mores i a cheap rate, and laying near two 
handsome taverns, built of brick and large runs, (Broad ana Cedar,) which 

stuccoed, 1 house of entertainment, 1 here form the Occoquan. Brents. 

In fuse of public worship, free for all ville is 14 miles from Dumfries, 18 
denominations,—a bible society, a from Occoquan mills, and equidistant 
mmday school, a temperance and aj 83 ms. from Fredericksburg and 
tract society, which have been of con- Alexandria, 12 from Hay Market, 
siderable utility for the last 5 or 6 and 20 from Warrenton. It is within 
years. There is in the vicinity a 9 or 10 ms. of the Warrenton and 
common school in which the rudi- Alexandria turnpike. Population 
-meats of English education are taught., 130 persons, of whom 3 are attorneys 
Brentsville is of recent establish- and 3 regular physicians. The 
j tent, having been located around the place is healthy and has a beautiful 
aite of the new court house in 1822, prospect of the Bull Run and Watery 
at which lime it was completed, and range of mountains, and the mors 
the courts removed from Dumfries, distant Blue Ridge. 

It has progressed with its improve- County Courts are held on the is* 
meats perhaps more rapidly than has Monday, in every month:— Quat* 
been observable with other county terly in March, J%mc, August and 
towns within the same period after November. 

their establishment, though it may be Jtrnox Scott holds his Circuit 
considered nearly stationary for the Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
present. The wasteful tenure of the on the lit of May, mt d October. 
Bristoe estate, the property of the Bucklak»* P. V. in the north- 
commonwealth, in the midst of which western part of the county, 5 ms. 8. 
it i« located, has in a manner cut it W. of Hay Market, 116 from R. and 


iiieisrii 

Tl» 



benefits of a thriving 42 from 


V 


This 



has iBiiiii 


This tract, conie slevated and romantic situation on 


ing near 7000 acres and naturally Broad Run, a never iui 
the ’best land in this section, has been on which two extensive 
ravaged of all its timber, and for the factoring mills are situal 


most 


11311 




oi me tots arc 
come freed fre 
direliction of i 
left them an i 
by an act of 
authorising th< 
such terms as 
rectors of the ] 


tig stream, 
our manu- 

L—.the one 

in itii edge, 
the village 
w to Ala*- 


loughed down to be bar* in the town and the other on its edge* 
n unmerciful course of A turnpike runs through the vijl ge 
under a numerous tenan- which extends 35 ms. below to Alex- 
ards of 70 years. Most dria, and 8 ms. above to Warrenton. 
iround the place have be-: This village and its suburbs contains 
from their lease, by thej 22 dwelling houses, 1 general store, 
F the tenants, who have! 1 large and extensive distillery, l 
i immense common: but! apothecary shop, 1 house of public 
jf Assembly of 1833-4,: worship free for all denomination*, 
the sale of'this estate on'and 2 houses of entertainment. The 







p all denominations, 
entertainment. The 
I tanner and 'cur- 
iker, I boot and sfa m 
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manufacturer 
millwright, I 
'saddler. Bu< 
ted town, and 
And circumja 

.not to be sur 
the county. 





.mon 




of whom 1 is 


iksmith, 1 tailor and 
nd is an incorpora- 
beauty of situation 
scenery is perhaps 
sed by any other in 
ere is one well or- 
school, and 1 com- 
pulation 130 whites; 
physician; and 50 




Dumfries, P. V. 33 ms. S. S. W. 
of W. and 89 from R, situated on 
.Gluantico creek, near the Potomac 
'river. It contains 80 dwelling houses, 
,3 mercantile stores, a Baptist and a 
Methodist house of worship, 1 school 
house, 2 taverns, 1 manufacturing 
.flour mill, 1 woollen manufactory, 1 
temperance society, a tan} r ard, 2 sad¬ 
dlers, 5 house carpenters, and 2 black¬ 
smith shops. During the freeze in 
the winter when the steam boat be¬ 
tween the city of Washington and 
Potomac creek is obstructed by ice, 
.the great northern and southern mail 
from W. €. to New Orleans, is car¬ 
ried through this.town. The road in 
its neighborhood betweenPrederic-ks- 
burg and" Alexandria, is in a worse 
condition than perhaps any in the 
middle States, so utterly impassable 
at times that the mail cannot travel. 
.This road being the principal source 
of the irregularities of tho mail at 
the south, a canal was undertaken, 
And about three-eighths of a mile 
.completed, but the whole scheme' 
bailed for the want of the proper di¬ 
rection of the funds. The mouth of 
•Quantico, 2J miles from Dumfries, is 
the 'best winter harbor on the Poto¬ 
mac. The river seldom freezes low- 


it u 

W 


er 







Jboatat of much commi 
M a variety of circ 
ABttny old settlements 
4 |ffpt measure aband< 
of its excellent dwe 
state of faoid doci 


oldest towns 
1 once could 
, but owing 
itances, like 


now in a 


many 
in a 



of whom 1 j|i an attor- 
regular physicians. 
ikt, P. O. situated in 
part of the county on 
ccoquan creek, 120 ms. 


ney ana v are regular pnysscians. 

Hay Market, O. situated in 
the northern part erf the county on 
the head of Occoquan creek, 120 ms. 
from R and 43 from W. 

Liberia, P. V. 112 ms. from It. 
and 83 S..W. of W. C. It contains 

shop, and a little distance from these 

under the same name, 7 other build. 

logs, This place was established in 
1625, and the post-office in 1829. JJt: 
is 7 ms. distant from Brentmlle, in in 
N. E. direction. A mail goes once 
a week from this place to Centrcville 
5 ms. N. of it, at which place it inter¬ 
sects the S. W. mail from W. C. 
The trade of the place is in dry 
goods and groceries, and the pur¬ 
chase of country produce. The 
country around is thickly settled, and 
•the inhabitants are distinguished for 
their moral deportment. The land 
of the surrounding country was of 
universally good quality, but has been 

much abused by a System of misera. 

ble cultivation; it lit yet susceptible of 
a high degree of improvement, by 
the use of clover and gypsum, of 
which many farmers have commenced 
the use. 

OccoauAN, P. V. 23 ms. S. W. of 
W. and 99 from R., situated in the 
N. E. part of the county on the south 
side of Occoquan river. It was es¬ 
tablished by act of Assembly in the 
year 1804. The site on which this 
town is situated is extremely rugged 
and ill-suited for building. The 
town is regularly laid out, the streets 
generally cross each other at right 
angles. It contains about 50 dwel¬ 
ling houses, several mercantile stores, 

and various mechanics,-.« cotton 

manufactory in complete operation, 
and one of 'the first established in the 
State, now running 1000 spindles, I 
extensive manufacturing flour mill. 


mplete operation, 
established in the 
: 1000 spindles, i 
luring flour mill. 
Unary season 150 




in the 
te south 
was es- 


at right 
50 dwel- 








id* * 


ie necessary 
, mi plaster 




mills. A 
bridge is 
ibis place; over 
the town runs 
from 




vi 





river at 
e and thro’ 
mail route 
south. This 
condition, 
and with confidence looks forward to 

The principal 
is with the counties 
oun, Fauquier, and 
Occoquan at this 
place has a fall of 72 feet in l| ms. 
•lording excellent sites for manufac- 

is the market for many 
of the most important shad and her¬ 
ring fisheries on the Potomac. The 
scenery at and near Occoquan has 
frequently been the theme of praise. 
The traveller moving along the plains 
of lower Virginia, his eye accustom¬ 
ed to the tame prospect of the alluvial 
country, suddenly finds himself in a 
ravine, descending a hill, the precipi¬ 
tous ridges of which inspire him 
with terror. Should curiosity prompt 
him to tarry the rest of the day amidst 
this wild scene, the sacrifice will be 
limply repaid.—The botany of this 
neighborhood is very rich ; here are 
in dose proximity plants of the 
mountain and of the marshes. The 
mosses are numerous and beautiful. 
In 

the river, are many interesting plants. 
In the river in this vicinity there is a 
quarry of valuable whetstones, a bank 

with alum, and a cave 
never been satisfactorily 

expl 

HOKO UGH FARE, P. V. 47 IBS. S. 

from R., situated 

boundary of the 
E. of Warrenton; 
to Alexandria 86 
immediately un¬ 
mountain, which 

its name 
passes 
N. of this 



stream 
flour mil 




running a pair 


on this 
manufacturing 

buhra, 



and which jointly manufacture from 


20 to 80,000 bushe 

t # 

ally; the water of 
fall of from 22 to 
tance of 
yards below 
is an 







runs 
from a 
through it 
place Bread 
streams in 
size and 


manufactory, with a 
22 feet. At this 
dwelling houses, 
store. Bmoad Run is 
two streams which unite 
tance above the mountain, 
ing pursued their respective course* 
through a rich and mountainous re¬ 
gion for many miles; at the base of 
the mountain they unite, and rush to¬ 
gether with great velocity over a 
rocky bed: bearing a striking resem¬ 
blance to the scene presented by the 
mountains, rivers, Ac., at Harper 1 ! 
Ferry, on a smaller scale. 

The land lying immediately above 
the mountains is rich, and contains a 
dense population, hearing a strong 1 
evidence that it was once inundated, 
from a like cause as at Harper’s Fer¬ 
ry. The western side of the mouii- 
tain presents an abrupt precipice of 
marshes, near the mouth of granite rock, while the trees grow.%1 

the summit. r On the east in the gap 
of the mountain, the rocks lie scat¬ 
ter red in wild confusion, 
thrown out by some 
of nature. Wear 
issuing from under 
the purest and 
not increased c 
geason. It stands 
and is by travel 
14 Diamond 
There are 
and iron, 
discovered, 
east 







section 





a spring 

of 
is 

ft 

side; 
as the 
Palestine. '* 
of coal 
as yet be n 
on the 
most romantic 
rapid and 
its way 
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liPPAHillOCl 





imtei n 
N. and in 
mansions in 



Rappahannock was created by the . 
out of a portion of Culpeper county. It is bounded on 

Rappahannock river, which 
Culpeper,—S. by Madison,—and W . by the 

Shenandoah. It extends in fa 
from about 0° 5' to 1 ° 15' W. 

, we are unacquainted with. Its 
of Culpeper at the last census, is 
belong* to the 11th judicial circuit and 
06—in 1834, on lots, §46 72—on 
50—2743 horses, §164 58—10 
00—6 carryalls, $6 00—9 gigs, §5 50 
school commissioners. 


TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, Ac. 



formed 
the North 
uier,—E. 




sepa- 
to 38° 22’ 
precise lilli- 
, being 




Flint Hill, P. O. 128 ms. from 
B. and 91 S. W. of W. This vil- 
lage contains 26 dwelling houses, 4 
xpercantile stores, 2 taverns, 1 manu¬ 
facturing flour mill, 1 house of pub¬ 
lic worship, free for all denomina¬ 
tions, 2 tanyards, 2 saddlers, with ya- 
riou8 other mechanics. Population 
140 persons; of whom I is an attor¬ 
ney, and 2 practising physicians. 

Gaines’ Cross Roads, P. O. 87 
ms. S. W. of W. and 124 N. N. W. 
of R. It contains 9 dwelling houses, 
1 general store, 1 tailor, and 1 black¬ 
smith shop, and 1 Baptist house of 
worship. The surrounding country 
is fertile, well cultivated and densely 
.nettled. 

Newby’s Cross RoaovP. CL 109 

70 N. W. by W. of 
W. It contains several dwelling 
I loses, and 2 mercantile stores. 

There are within 
6 miles ten 
manufacturing 
&c. The 
settled and 
the com- 

4 ms. from 
3 ms. S. 
one-fourth of a 
in Wakefield 
road leading 






Population 




mills 

«r 

country 
.fertile, producin 
xnon stapl 
Sandy 
R. and 85 
of Chester 
pile N. of 
Saior, on 



Washington, the seat of j\ 

Front Royal, in Frederick county, 

ms. from the former and 10 from the 
latter. The land adjoining Sandy 
Hook is fertile and productive, about 
8000 acres of it is in the possession 

of Bazil Gordon, of Falmouth, Va. 
Sandy Hook has 4 dwelling houses, 

1 mercantile store, 1 blacksmith, 1 
wheelwright, and 1 boot and shoe 
maker. Population 33; of whom 1 
is a physician. 

Slate Mills, P. O. 109 ms. from 

R. and 91 S. W. of W. This vil¬ 
lage contains 4 dwelling houses, 1 
general store, 1 manufacturing flour 
mill, a grist and saw mill, 
smiths, a wheelwright, 
shop. 

WASHINGTON, 

of justice , 118 ras 

S. W. of W. C. 
southeastern foot 
in a fertile country 
head branches 
river, (called 
ly chosen as 
county. I 
Culpeper Co. 
the usual 


P. O. in 
besides 
(lately 
dwelling 

mercantile stores, 2 taverns, 
house of public worship, free for 
all denominations. The principal 
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mechanics are 4 blacksmiths, 4 car 
pesters, 2 saddlers, 1 hatter, 1 tan¬ 
ner, 2 
shoemakers, 


versmith, 3 
bricklayer 
a ‘ 



tailors, 4 
, 1 ail- 
erer and 
there is 
e female 
are taught all 
of English lite- 
with the French and 
es; and in the mime* 
, are 2 large and 



extensive manufacturing- flour mills. 




X 


is rapidly improving, 
and is in a flourishing and prosper¬ 
ous condition, being situated in a 
thickly settled and enterprising neigh¬ 
borhood. Population 350 persons; 
whom 4 are attorneys, and 2 regu- 
physicians. 

County Courts are held on the 1*1 
Monday in every month. Quarterly 





and No* 


vember. 

Judge Field 
perior Court 

on 



his Circuit Su- 
Chancery 
September: 
western 

angle of the county, 115 ms, N. W. 
of R. and 97 
situated on 
Thornton’s Gap, in 
to Fredericksburg, 1 
top of the Ridge, 
latter. 

2 taverns, 1 school in 
all the main branches 
education, 30 dwelling 
yard, 3 blacksmiths, 1 
and shoe maker, 1 cabinet maker, 1 
carpenter and house joiner, and 1 
I tailor. Population 200 persons; of 
whom 1 is an attorney, mind 2 axo 
regular physicians. 






RICHMOND. 















TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICEl 



Richmond was created by the Legislature in 1692, when 'the old county 
of Rappahannock was extinguished and the counties of Essex and Rich¬ 
mond made from its territories. It is bounded N. and N. E. by Westmoie* 
land,- — E. by Northumberland,—S. by Moratico creek, which separates It 
from Lancaster, —S. W. and W. by the Rappahannock river, which sepa¬ 
rates it from Essex, —and N. W. by Brockenbrough creek, separating It 
from Westmoreland. Its mean length is 25 miles, breadth 7f; and area 

It extends in lat. from 37° 47’ to 38° 10* N. and in long. 
1 to 0° 30’ E. of W. C. 

Richmond belongs to the fifth judicial circuit* and third 

, 5,706—in 1830, 6,055. Tax paid in 
$679 02— 1281 slaves, $320 25—686 
4 studs, $40 00—16 coaches, §40 40 —9 carryalls, 

$47 25. Total, $1177 08. Expended in educating 

—no report for 1832. 






•TORE, 





ms. from 


Harnham, P. O. 66 ms. N.E. of R. 
an 

Lyell 
R. and 

RICHMOND C. H. P. V. 56 ms. 
from E. and 118 S. E. of W., in lat. 
37° §5* N. and lomr. 0° 18’ E. of 







W. C. 

usual county 
clerk’s office and 
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i the 
court houftfr; 
contains 9 pri- 
general store*, 
1 house of public worship, (Bpisco* 
palian,) 1 female boarding school, Jjir 
which are taught the nectary 
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and wheat are the 
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er, and 2 houses 
The near- 
are two branches 
river, each 3 
Toteskey, the 
creek. The 
ace is elevated and (Superior Court 
vicinity in a highjry on the 12 tk 
Indian corn j October. 
staple crops of the 


neighborhood, 
sons; of whom 
! a physician. 

County Courts 
Monday in 
in March , 

her, 

Judge 



at ion 100 per* 

9 t and 





5 Iff 

Quarterly 
Novem - 





SOUTH A MPTOW 




Southampton was created by act of Assembly in 1748, and formed out 
it part of Isle of Wight county. It is bounded N. W. by Sussex, — 

N.—Black water river, separating it from the Isle of Wight, N. E. 
Nansemond E.,—Hertford and Northampton counties, N. Carolina, S. 
nd Meherrin river, separating it from Greensville, S. W. Its length is 
40 miles, mean width 15; and area 600 square miles. The parallel of N. 
lot, 36° 40', and the meridian of W. C. intersect in this county. Its slope 
Is southeastward, and in that direction it is traversed by Nottoway river. 
The soil of this county is light and but little broken and well adapted to 
the cultivation of Indian corn, cotton, beans and potatoes, of which the 
two first are the principal commodities The husbandry is generally good. 
—It abounds in the finest of pine timber, from which is made for exporta¬ 
tion tar and turpentine. Nottoway river runs from N. W. to S. £., and by 
its junction with the Black water river forms the Chowan. It is naviga¬ 
ble for vessels of GO or 70 tons, as far as Monroe, from which place con- 
siderable quantities of lumber and other produce are shipped to Norfolk. 
Its length is about 120 miles.—Blackwater river takes its rise in Prince 
Gborge county, and running in a southwardly direction, unites with the 
Nottoway. It is navigable for vessels of the largest size as far as South 
Quay in Mansemond county, and for small vessels for some mi 
up into the county of Southampton. In the low grounds " 
otto way and Blackwater rivers, the growth is chiefly 
the finest quality, which must at no distant period be of 

and Roanoke rail road passing through 
crossing each of these rivers, will afford the 



conveying 
this 





Population in 
the first 
in 1834. 

2661 horses 
ryalls, $24 
educating 



to market.—The prevailing 
Methodist and Baptist. They 
in convenient parts of the 
14,170—in 1830, 16,074. 
circuit and first district. Tax 
l 28—on land, $1470 03 

166 00—51 coaches, $12 
55. Total, §3096 28. 
32, §515 45—in 1833, §507 £ 





belongs to 
136 33 






24 car- 
in 
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91 ms. 









Farm Tavern, P. O. 90 ms. S. 
E. of R. and 210 S. of W. 
JERUSALEM, P. V. and seat of] 

S. E. of R, and 

. 36° 42* and long. 
This village is situa¬ 
ted on Nottoway river, ana contains 
besides the ordinary county buildings, 

houses, 4 mercan- 
l saddler, l carriage maker, 
2 hotels, 1 masonic hall, and 2 houses 








of public 
has been s 
ing neither re 
Population 
are resident 
physicians. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
ly in March, June , August 

vember. 

Judge Baker 
Superior Court of Law and 
on the i#J of June 

bet . 

Urquhart’s Store, 

S. E. of R. and 201 from 


advanced, 
of whom 4 
4 regular 











SPOTTSYLVANIA 



Spottsylvania, was created by the legislature in 1720, and formed 
of portions of Essex, King William and King & Queen counties. It is 
hounded on the N. by the Rappahannock river which separates it front 
Culpeper and Stafford, on the E. by Caroline, on the S. by Caroline, Han¬ 
over and Louisa, and on the W. by Orange. It is situated between 37° 5f* 
and 38° 20* N. and between 20° 30' and 57° 30' W. from W. This coun¬ 
ty contains exclus ive of Fredericksburg, 11,826 inhabitants. The soil of 
Spottsylvania is various, that near the rivers and smaller streams is Very 
fine; but it is far otherwise on the ridges; for a wretched system of cultiva- 
. ' ' " ' ' th< 








miadi- 


tion adopted by the first settlers and long persisted in by their descendants, 
has reduced the land, originally thin, to a condition from which it 

time and labor to rescue it. 

mines of this county having excited some interest, it 
here to sa^ something of them. About seven years 
the name of White, discovered some small pieces 
naturally excited them to look further; when 
every rain numerous particles of various sizes 
This was a sufficient hint to others. The most 

the country with explorers, havin 
matter in hand. They might be seen 
~e and tin pan, now stooping to 
the bosom of their mother earth, 

cumbrous load of “indications" at 
how they mutilated and 
were not more familiar with 
mam on with what they we 
ginized iron .” A little cube 
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pwted him of a dem ip to purchase the land. Gold, however, wm found in 
considerable quantities, and that sort of stock rose to an exceasive price, 
lich of nee ity produced a correspondent ruction, and the preaesit de- 
wmummi is probably as much below the real value, as the former was 


which of i 
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above it.* 
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' The minerals found in greatest abundance are granite, free stone, quartz 
and shistus: the two latter being ordinarily the gangtie of the gold. 

The religious sects in the county are exclusive of the town, chiefly Blip? 
tists, who' have 8 meeting houses; and Methodists who have 4 meeting 
houses. Of stores there are 7; mills 25, some of which are prepared for 
(taking flour, but only * l is thus employed; and taverns 5. In these last 
■are included only those which have tavern licence. The natural growth of 
the county is principally oak, and what is here called fox-tail pine, the lat¬ 
ter being found in lands which were formerly exhausted by injudicious cul¬ 
tivation, and being neglected have thus clothed themselves. Population 
1820, 14,254—1830, 15,134. This county belongs to the 5th judicial cir¬ 
cuit and 3rd district. Taxes paid in 1833,114,064 10—in 1834, on lots, 
•959 24— on land, $1,534 89—4,250 slaves, $1,062 50—2,478 .homes, 
$148 68—10 studs, $98 00— 78 coaches, §174 00—4 stages, §7 00—39 
carrayalls, $39 00—131 gigs, $80 27. Total, $4,103 58. Expended in 
educating poor children in 1832, $402 39— in 1833, $507 23. 

Historical Sketch. —The earliest authentic information we have of 
that portion of our state now called Spottsyivania, is found in an act past 
**$x a grand assemblie held at Tames Cittie” between the 20th September 
1674, and the 1711 March 1675, in which war is declared against the In¬ 
dians ; and amongst other provisions for carring it on, it is ordered that 
“one hundred and eleven men out of Glocester county be garrisoned at one 
11 Kbit, 1 ' or place of defence at or neare the ffalls of Rapahanack river, of 
which libit. Major Lawrence Smith to be captain or chtefe commander ;** 
and that this “Sort” be furnished'with “flour hundred and eighty pounds 
of powder, ffourteen hundred and flbrty three pounds of shott.” This “flbrt” 
was built in 1676 as appears by the preamble of a subsequent act. 

In the yehr 1679 Major Lawrence Smith upon his own suggestion was 
empowered, provided he would settle or seate downe at or neare said fort 
by the last day of March 1681, and have in readiness upon all occasions on 
beat of drum, fifty able men well armed with sufficient ammunitions, dec. 
apd two hundred men more within the space of a mile along the river, and 
• quarter of a mile back from the river, prepared always to march twenty 
miles in any direction from the fort; or should they be obliged to go more 
than such distance to be paid for their time thus employed at the rate of 
Hither “souldiers,” “to execute martial! discipline” amongst the said fifty 
“souldiers and others so put in arms” both in times of war and peace; and 


earth for whi 
til* county. ’ 
mercury is po 
the bottom is < 
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; two manners of gathering gold practised here—1st. by washing flic 
it is called “ surface-gold.” This plan is pursued in several places in 
The earth containing the particles, is thrown into cradles, into which 
□red, and a constant stream of water is directed—the amalgam found in 
distilled—2nd. mining, properly so called, is also carried on at a place 
bannock river about 20 miles above Fredericksburg, the property of flic 
• Mining Company, incorporated at the last session of the legislature. 
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some ruins of 
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within their own limit®. 

thig fort cannot now be 
that there was once a military 
are still occasionally turned u 
is the spot selected by Col. Smith for 
notice we have of Spottsylvania county, as 

at Williamsburg, of which the 
“ that the frontiers toward the high mpuntains are ex 
er from the Indians and the late settlements of the French to 
of the said mountains.” Therefore it is enacted that Spott- 
county bounds upon Snow creek up to the mill, thence by a 8. W. 
North Anna, thence up the said river as far as convenient, and 
a line to be run over the high mountains to the river on the N. 
thereof, so as to include £he northern passage through the iiuiid 
i, thence down the said river until it comes against the head of 
Rappahannock, thence by a line to the head of Rappahannock river and 
down that river to the mouth of Snow creek, which tract of lands from the 
1st of May 1721 shall become a county by the name of Spottsylvania Co.” 

The act goes on to direct that “ fifteen hundred pound# current money 
of Virginia shall be paid by the treasurer to the Governor, for these uses, 
to wit: £50(1 to be expended in a church, court house, prison, pillow and. 
stocks in said county: ’£1,000 to be laid out in arms, ammunition, isx. of 
which each “Christian tytbeable” is to have “one firelock, musket,® om 
socket, bayonet fired thereto, one cartouch box, eight pounds bullet, mA 
two pounds powder.” The inhabitants were made free of public levies for 
ten years, and the whole county made one parish by the name of St George. 
From the following clause of the same act it is presumed that this new 

1 been cut off from Essex, King & Queen and King William: 
for the met declares that “ until the Governor shall settle a court in Spottsyl¬ 
vania,” the justices of these counties " shall take power over them by their 
warrants, and the clerks of said courts by their process returnable to their 
said courts, in the same manner as before,the said county was constituted. 






an act was passed directing that the 
allowed for four days journey in passing to 
same returning. In the same year St. Georg'Vs 
running from the mouth ot tppahannocl to 

be called St. Mark’s Parish; the lower 
*s Parish. Four years 
George’s Parish to be still called 
to be called Orenge, and all 
exempt for three years from 



W1IIJ1 






♦ Whether it was intended to make these a compound word as firelock-musket, we 
know not—wc have followed the printed act. 
t This is the spelling of the act “ Shcrrando.” 
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■ The Governor fixed the seat of justice at German na, whew lie first court 
sat on the 1st day of August 1722 when Augustine iinith, Elchari Bodnar, 

Uuntford. Richard Johnwn and Win, Rkis#® wera 
John Waller, a® clerk, and Wm. Bledsoe as sheri f: this 
“inconvenient to the people,” it was 4"rooted by law that 
August 1FS2, the court should be held at Fredericks- 
was repealed ®eventesn years afterward?. sum it was 

"» prerogative to take from the Governor o? com* 
ander*in*chief of this colony his power and authority of removing or ad* 

-and beoause “it might be inconvenient in a case of 
small pox or outer contagious distemper,” 

the countv which had theretofore been one 
vided,—all that part lying between §ha rivers Rappahannock and Po retain* 
©d the name of St. Georgia Parish,—the rest of the county was erected 
into a new furish called Berkley. In 1778 an act wa» postal authorising 
istices to build a Court house at some point near the cento© of the conn* 
which the courts hould be removed, provided a majority of the justices 
concur in deeming it advisable. It appears that the justices deter¬ 
mined to avail themselves of this privilege, for an act of 1780 passed, as is 
therein stated in consequence of a representation, that the Court house in 
Fredericksburg was “ unfit to hold courts in,” authorise?: the county court 
to be held at the house of John Holiaday, “ until the new Court house mew 
building in the said county shall be completed.” 

The first regular stage coaches that passed through thin county were es- 
tablished by Nathaniel Twining, by virtu re of an exclusive privilege 

f ranted him in 1784, for the term of three years, to be paid at the rate of 
ve pence per mile by each passenger. 
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• Chancellorsville, P. Y. 76 ,ms. ( ville is only a, P. O. situated in the 
from R. and 66 from W., situated at j midst of the gold region, and contigu- 

the junction of Ellj’s road with thelous to the Whi 




hite Hall gold mine, 10 
Run Gap and Fredericksburg | ms. S. W. of Fredericksburg, 24 ms, 



turnpike, about 10 ms. from the latter; E. of Orange C. if., 
place. It contains 14 dwelling houses, Wildnerness tavern, 
a*tavern which has a-front of 106 i. Orange Springs, 
on the turnpike and runs back 55 ft. Spoitsylvania C. H. 
en Elly’s road,and a blacksmith shop, [the road leading from 
The surrounding scenery is very!to Fredericksburg. 

soil tolerably fertile;ried on horseback, 

* improvement. The; Wednesday’® and 
are corn, wheat, r a oatsi FEBOiaiCKssuRo 
and hay, which are principally sold IP. T. and 
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The neighbor- 

contain 3 _ 

, 2 of which jlat. 38° 34*, 20" N. and long, 77° 38 s 
1 to ths | W. of W. C,, situated ©a the S. side 
in a: of Rappahannock river, at the hea 1 of 

and about 156 ms. from its 
ms. from mouth. This is a prosperous port: 

can be navigated 
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es,—in 1742 the rated company. 
rn were enlarged, cinity are found 
larged in 1759. fine granite and 
in a rich valley, is now in prog 
from any of the town with Fox’ 
is exceedingly river 35 ms. ab 
ncornorated, the nuallv exoorted: 


l, the lower part of 
»n. bituminous coal 
and the anthracite, 
rith water, through 
tcted by an incorpu 
la the immediate it- 


• _ * 




one. A canal 
> connect this 
a point on the 





neignoouring mils is exceedingly nvi 
beautiful. It is incorporated, the nuallv ex 
management of its affairs arc entrust- barrels © 


management of its affairs are entru§t-|barre!c of flour, 150,000 bushels of 
ed'-to a-Mayor at $400 per annum, wheat, 400 hogsheads of tobacco, 
and a common Council without saia- about 500,000 bushels of Indian corn. 


ries. The corporation owes about 500 tierces of flax 



, and between 


#16,000, but holds real property to a 65 and §70,000 worth of gold, dec. 
much larger amount. Tne public In the year 1738 a law was passed df* 
buildings are n C. H,, clerkfo office resting that 41 Fains should be held in 
and jail, a neat brick market house Fredericksburg twice a year for the 
abunda atly supplied with all kinds of sale of cattle, provisions, goods, wares 
meats, I and vegetables. There and all kinds of merchandize whatso- 
mre 5 houses of public worship, 1 ever.” All persons at such Fairs, 
Episcopalian, I Presbyterian, 1 Me* going to or from them, were privil* 
tbodist. 1 Bantist ami 1 Reformed edcred from arrest and execution—du- 


perty 
he Di 


tbodist, 1 Baptist am 


Reformed!edged from arrest and execution.du 


Baptist, 5 male and 7 female schools, ring the Fairs, and for 2 days before 
besides 2 free schools, 1 male and 1 an 2 day® after them, except for cap- 
female, which are incorporated and ital offences, breaches of the peace, or 
endowed, the former having 40, and for any controversies, suits and quar- 


the latter 18 pupils, and to each of the rels that might arise during the time, 
above churches is attached a Sunday These Fairs were continued from 


school. There- are 1 orphan asylum, time to time, by various acts until 
4 taverns and 97 licensed stores, 2 j 1769 when the right of holding them 


printing offices, the Virginia Herald;was made perpetual. Population, 
iijwlthe Political Arena, each issuing,whites 1,797 persons; of whom 1# 
a semi-weekly paper. The former of are resident attorneys, and 6 regular 
these is the ©west paper in Virginia. I physicians: slaves, 1,124; free blacks, 
The principal mechanical pursuits!387. Total 3,308. ■ * 
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are 3 tanneries and 3 
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carpenters, iron founders. It. and 84 ms. 
ers, tailors, boot and shoe Mount Pl 



pai 

-tin 



t 



ms. from 


s, tailors, boot and shoe I Mount Pleasant, P. O. 60 ms. 
!, sign and ornamental from R. and 76 from W., situated im- 
i cutters, brick layers, mediately on the main south western 
watch makers, tallow route, leading from Fredericksburg 
date workers, copper by Cartersville to Powelton, in Geor- 

niths, hatters, butchers, cia, 20 ms. S. W. of F., 5 ms. S. of 

' ‘ ‘ N. W. of 


smiths, gun smiths, hatters, butchers, gia, 20 ms. S 
bakers, machinists, coach makers and Spottsylvama 
trimmers, carvers and gilders, stucco New Market 
'workers, plaisterers, plumbers, turn- Mills, and 7 
ers and confectioners. This town is Store, 
supplied with S kinds of fuel, viz Partlow, 




ms. 
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wood from the neighborhood, by land and 79 
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Courts of Law 
are held on the 23 d 
, by Judo* Lo¬ 


ll jul 


Thomburo, P. V. 69 ms. from R. 
and 70 ms. 8. W. of W., situated 14 
■ill, IB, of Fredericksburg. A part of the 
village is on the N. and a pa 
8. siae of the river Ta. It contains 
several dwelling houses, 1 mercantile 
store, 1 house of entertainment, i 

r literal mill, running 3 pair of stones, 
ta 


from R 
Isituated on 

from 

several dwelling 
mercantile store, 
and a blacksmith 1 
is situated in a 
produces com, 

Sacco, rye, 

Much gold is found 
and several 


the north 
county, 81 ms. 

W. of w„ 

road, 15 ms. 
contains 
1 extensive 
tavern, a tailors 

This.1 tee 

which 
wheat. 






_.live operation, some of 

rt on the I worked to great advantage 

These gold operations, lave 
produced a very sensible effect 
this section of country, bringing 
considerable amount of capital into ac- 
tanyari and a blacksmith’s shop, 1 Itive use, and makincr business brisk. 



common school; and there is in the 
Vicinity a Baptist house of public 
worship. The mail arrives only 

once a week. 

Todd 1 s Store, P. O. 80 ms. from 

R. and 70 ms from W. 


Should the mining business continue 

to improve, of which there is at pre¬ 
sent no doubt, this place must, increase 
considerably in importance. The 
mail from Fredericksburg to Char¬ 
lottesville, and a horse mail from 


Tw yuan’ s Store, P. O. 99 ms.{Louisa pass daily. Fifteen mails 
from R. and 89 ms, S. W. of W. week aTe received. 


STAFFORD. 



Stafford was created by act of Assembler 


* 

1675, and formed 

rt of Westmoreland county. It is bounded on the N. by Prince 
iam,—E. by the Potomac river, separating it from Charles C< 

S. E. bv King George county,—S. by the Rappahannock which 

ine county,—S. W. by Spottsylvania,—W. 
and N. W. by Fauquier. Near lat. 38° 25', long. 

Length 20 miles; mean width 12,—and area 300 











exported to su 
various other 
nature, and less 
the Potomac, 
varying color 



generally poor. The agricultural productions are wheat, 
tobacco, dec. The soil is of a varied character. On 
a-light loam, which is very productive, and is inter- 
ill marl of the richest quality. Contiguous to this 
there is a tract of land six or eight miles, in. width 
the entire length of the county, which abounds 
excellent quality. Large quantities of this article are 
demands of Washington, Baltimore, Norfolk and 
soil in this free stone region is of n .sandy 
than the loam in the more immediate vicinity of 

i of Stafford the soil is a clay of 
consistency, and with proper husbandry produces good. 

















gmia. 
Potomac, and 
The two first 





crops 01 wheat. The species of stone 
A vein of told ore extends through this 

equal in richness to any 
three considerable creeks in 

all of which admit the tides 
are navigable by schooners 
with the river affords va 
are nine houses of public wor 
1 Presbyterian, and 2 free for al 
i, 9,517—in 1830, 9,362. It belongs 
district. Taxes paid in 1833, 
lot.*, 118 63—on land, §1179 73—1816 slaves, §454 
|H 01 4§—4 studs, §43 00—30 coaches, §64 00—47 
29 gigs, #18 05. Total, §2025 81. Expended in 
in 1832, §305 11—in 1833, §247 28. 
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, quartz, dec. 
county, ■ which in 
discovered in Vir- 
, viz: Aquia, 
Potomac river. 
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Aquia., P. O. 80 ms. from R. and 
42 from W. It takes its name from a 
on which it is situated at the 

of tide water. There are one 
or two old dilapidated houses, in 
which some trade was probably for¬ 
merly carried on,—but no business is 

now done. 

Faxxouth, P. V. 68 ms. N. of R. 
and 58 S. S. W. of W., situated on 
the lei bank of Rappahannock river, 

at the foot of the foils, in the southern 

part of the county, a mile above Fred¬ 
ericksburg. It is connected with 
the Spottsyivania shore by a bridge. 
Falmouth was incorporated and laid 
out as a village by act of Assembly 

It has rapidly improved— 
containing 70 dwelling houses, 12 

1 house of public 
all denominations, 1 
common a i. 1 masonic hall, 1 

3 merchant mills, 
manufacturing about 30,000 barrels 
lour annually, and inspecting 

mills, ! in the town 
2 in its immediate vicinity, (one 
rhich is situated on the site of an 
old forge, at which was the largest 
manufactory of arms during the revo¬ 
lution,) I lanyard, 1 tailor, 2 black¬ 
smith shops, and 1 buhr mill stone 
fiictory. The handsomest 
across the Rappahannock is situated 










at this place. Population about iMM) 

persons, of whom 2 are attorneys and 

3 regular physicians. 

Spottkdville, P. O. 69 ms, from 
R and 79 from W. t situated 1.2 ms. 
N. W. of Falmouth, on the stage 
road leading from Winchester and 
Warrenton to Fredericksburg, and in 
rhe immediate vicinity of several 
gold mines. Spotted ville is the naipe 
of a P. O. which stands 4 ms. above 
the place at which the road forks. 
At the latter place are situated a ta¬ 
vern, a mercantile store, a Baptist 
and a Methodist house of 
ship At this place a 
ford C. H.. 16 ms. 
one to Richard’s Ferry, 
tie Snake,gold mines, 
sonton in Culpeper, 
merville, Elk Run, 

STAFFORD C. 

N. E. of R. and 
lat. 38° 10' N. 

W. C. This 


al county 
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Judge Scott holds his Circuit 
Uforior Court of law and Chance- 
Wf go the M of June and November. 



from 



pbikgs, 
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SURRY* 











created by the legislature in 
to ascertain from what county it was created. It is 
N. by Prince George, N. and N. E. by James river, 
k m Charles City and James City, E. and S. E. b; 

Southampton, and S. W. by Sussex, Its length an 
sqoai and about 18 ms., area 324 sq. ms. It extends in kl front 
to B7° 11' N. and in long, from 0° 19', E. to 0° 18* W. of W. 

MQthern and western part of Surry slopes to the S. E. and is 
Black water river, the N. E. part slopes towards the James. 

11810, 6,855—1820, 6,594—1830, 7,109. It belongs to the 1st judicial cir- 
tut, and 1st district. Tax paid in 1S33, $1,261 04—in 1834. on lots, 
$8 19—-land, $625 29—1,702 slaves, $425 50—861 horses, $51 66—>2 
Is, §26 00—19 coaches, §44 50—18 carryalls, $18 00—10 gigs, 
•M 35. Total, §1,257 49. Expended in educating poor children in' 
188% $374 27— in 1833, $263 18. 
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Bacon Castle, -P. O. 70 ms. from ; mechanics are a cabinet maker and 
It and 192 ms. from W. (tailor. Two miles west of the town 

Bailk¥«boeo, P. O. 67 ms. S. E.ja cotton factory has recently gone in- 

tion wni 


lilf R. and 189 from W. 

• Cabin Point, 47 ms. S. E. of R. 
Iiiii 169 ms. from W. C., situated in 
the western pait of the county nearly 
m the meridian of Washington. 

SURRY C. H. P. O. 60 ms. S. E. 

183 ms. a little E. of! 
contains besides the 










to operation which runs 250 spindles. 
Population 44 persons; of whom l is 
an attorney and 1 a physician. 

County Courts are held on the 
Monday in every month 
ly in March , May, August 
vember. 

v Judge Baker 



ofdinary county buildings, 4 dwelling (Superior Court of Law 
houses, a tavern, 2 mercantile stores 
inti a repository of public arms. The 


Z 


on the 2 5th of April , 
ctober . 



SUSSEX* 

tJSSBX was created by the legislature in 1754, and token from a pi it of 
ill! county of lurry. It is bounded on the N. by Prince George, N. E. hj 
llltfry, 8. E. and 8. by Southampton, and W. by Dinwidiie. Its length 
!imm 8. W. to N. E. is 37 m®.; mean breadth 16 ms.; and area 592 sq. ms. 
Stustenda in lat. from 86'42', to 37° 07 K N. and in long, from §° 0i’ E. 
18$° 46* W. of W. C. The southern parts are drained into Three creek, 
u inmm of Nottoway,—its central parts into Nottoway river, and it* north- 




•rn parts into 
11,884—1830, 12,720. 
district 
4,067 slave* 

coaches, 

#2,711 
1833, 






i to 

. 12,729 44—in 
1,974 horses, #11 
carryalls $12 
educating poor 




in 1810, 11,362—182®, 
judicial circuit, and first 

§1,206 01— 
$25 00—72 
$145 10. Total, 

95—in 
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• Co* ah’s Wbli, P. O. 54 ms, 8.' 
ffl JB. of R. and 176 ms. from W. 

. Davis’s Tavern, P. O. 50 ms. S. 

E. ofR. 

Littleton, P. O. 66 ms. S. of R. 
ms. from W. 

P. O. 55 ms. S. S. E. 
5 ms. 8. E. of Smsex C. H. 
Parham’s Store, P. O. 50 ms. S. 
E. of R. and 172 ms. from W. 
Stowey Creek Warehouse, P. 

. 43 ms. from R. and 165 ms. from W. 
This P. O. has been recently moved 
from Rowanty creek, and is now situ¬ 
ated on the Petersburg Bail Road, 








besides the 

some and commodious building just 
completed, intended for a tavern. It 
mercantile store and the houses iiif 
Bevermt mechanics. In the viciaity 
are 3 houses of public worship^ 
Methodist and 1 Baptist,) 4 well 
tablished grist and 2 saw mills. This 
depot is 9 ms, west of the C. H. fluid 
3 ms. from the junction of Stoney and 
Rowanty creeks, with the Nottoway 
river,— all of which streams afford ill 
moderate supply of shad in their 
son, and an a bundance of small ish 
at all times. The lands are general* 


immediately on the south bank of ly fertile and well adapted to the cul* 






Rowanty creek, over which the Rail 
Road pisses, by means of a bridge 
110 ft in length, built on the lattice 
plan of Towns. The warehouse is 

one of Ike depots, substantially built 
with it turn-out station immediately 
through it. The house is 70 ft, by 

engine -and cars pass thro’ 
when ever necessary, to prevent the 
obstruction of each other, or loading 
and unloading, dec. The locomotive 
engines with their trains of cars and 

and repass daily, with 
Sunday, when the 
mail only has the 
United States south- 
with the small 
post offices are 

The 

Roanoke and the in¬ 
termediate country are transported by 

in great 

quantity and variety. Five ms. S. of) If in 
this place, the read passes Nottoway 
liver, by means of a similar bridge 
of the sflune length and construction. 

The improvements at Stoney creek, 



the exception 




ern mail, 
mails for 
carried 
produce 







ture of Indiiiii com, wheat, oats and 

tobacco. The neighboring low grounds 

and swamps afford quantities of white 
oak and pine timber, from which are 
manufactured an abundance of pi] 
and other staves, and sent by the Rai; 
Road, together with other lumber to 
Petersburg. 

Judging bj the 
provement since the 
this warehouse, it is 
tici pate, that at no 
ing and handsome 


spring up 
supplied with 
thickly settled 
wealthy formers 
SUSSEX “ 
E. of R. 
situated 
County 
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-Quartm- 
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May holds hu Cits 
Court* of Law and Chaaasffy 
~ J! if mi OctoHt* 










Warwick was one of the eight original ahirea into 



rgmia was 
rivet, •It 
mtj f 8. by 
fames City 
is 18 ms. ; 
03*. to 37° 


ividad by the legislat ure in 1634, under the name of Warwick rivet, •It 
is bounded on the N. by York county, M. by Mluabelb, City county, S. by 
James river which separates it from Isle of W ight, and W. by James City 
county. Its length diagonally from south east to north west is 18 ms. ; 
mean* width 7§; and area 95 sq. ms. It extends in lat. from 37° 03* f to 37° 
18’ north, and in long, from 0° 22', to 0° 38' east of Washington City. It 
occupies a portion of the narrow peninsula which runs down between York 
liEiii James rivers, and slopes towards the latter. Population in 1810, 1,835 
—in 1826, 1,668—1830, 1,570. It belongs to the third judicial circuit, 
md second district Tax paid in 1834, on land, 8170 64—544 slaves, 

#186 00 230 horses, $13 80—3 coaches. §8 00—2 carryalls, $2 00 - 

W0 30. Total, $350 74. Expended iri educating poor childteti 
iff 4832, $20 42—in 1833, $57 81. 

i 

* 

• * TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, Ac. 


• WARWICK C. H. P. O. 184 ms. 
$ £. of W. and 81 ms. S. E. by E. of 
R."'Besides the usual county build¬ 
ings, there are only 2 dwelling 
bouses; I of which is a house of pri- 
mte entertainment, 1 general store, 
and 1 common school. Population 
21 . 


County, Courts are held on the 2 d 

Thursday in every month ;— Quarter¬ 
ly in March , May, August and; Nh> 

vent her. 

Judge Upshur holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chance* 
ry on the 29*A of April and Septcm- 
be r. 


- V 


WESTMORELAND. 

Westmoreland county is situated on the N. E. frontier of Virginia, 
mind occupies an intermediate space in that range of counties embraced be¬ 
tween the Potomac and Rappahannock rivers—commonly designated as 
the Northern Neck. 

The first mention which has hem found of this county is in an act* of 
the “Grand Assembly 1 1 of Julv 1653: bv which Act. “It is ordered, that 


the “Grand Assembly 1 ? of July 1653; by which Act, “It is ordered, that 
the bounds of the county of Westmoreland be as followeth, (viz.) from 
Michoactoke river, where Mr. Cole lives, and so upwards to the falls of 
the great river Pawtomake, above the Necostin’s towne.” From the lan¬ 
guage of this statute it would seem that the county was previously in exis¬ 
tence; hut it is not ascertained at what time it was taken from the older 
county of Northumberland (at first called Chicawane or Chickcown) 
which was established in 1648, and declared by an act of that year to 
contain the “neck of land between Rappahannock river and Potomack 
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flinty of Nor* 
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bay* an 
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about 30 miles, 
an area of 335 sq. 
by numerous water courses 
in importance is 

arm of the Potomac, and extending five miles in 
Its m«an depth is 8 feet. It affords a safe harbor for 

ows Nominy river , which is oav 
7 miles from its mouth, and for boats two 
The creeks running into the Potomac 

boats for about 4 miles from its mouth ; 
mh of burden as far as the bridge about 3 miles, and for 

e's creek , navigable about 2 miles for boats 

in the N. W, part of the county. To the N. E. mm 
or Cold Harbor creek, navigable for boats only about one 
Lower Machodoc , four miles for vessels and for boats 1 mil® higher. 
Nominy bay empty —Currisman creek , navigable about 1 mile 
Poor Jack, about 1 mile and a quarter ; Smart's, about three-quarters of a 
mils by boats only. Buckner's creek flows into Nominy river, and may be 
navigated by small craft for 3 miles, and 1 mile farther by boats; Jrnea- 
mico river receives the waters of Garner's , Jackson's an dBonum's creeks ^ 
the first navigable for 2 miles—the second for 1 mile and a quarter, and the 
last for on® and a half miles for boats only. Glebe creek may be here 
mentioned, flowing into the Potomac midway between Buckner’s and Yo* 
comico, and navigable for vessels of light burden for one or two miles. In 
'the western part of the county Baldwin's and Brockenbrtmgh*s creek® nm 
into the Rappahannock. They are believed to be wholly unnavigable. 

Most of these waters abound with the finest fish, oysters and wild fc~.. 
which furnish the means of subsistence to many of the poor, and spread 
the richest repasts* of luxury on the tables of the wealthy. 

The face of the county is diversified by hills and flat land. A range of 
the former, pursuing a S. B. and N. W. course, penetrates the entire coun¬ 
ty longitudinally, and divides the waters of the Potomac and Rappahan¬ 
nock. Upon the summit of this range, at various intervals are situated 
several private mansions, from which be seen in opposite directions 
the waters of the majestic Potomac, and of the gently meandering Ra 
bannock, with extensive plains intervening—exhibiting to the deiig 

every lover of natural scenery, the most beautiful and variegatod 
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else, discover a 
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river, and adjacent to the creeks, is 
well adapted to the growth of 
rain chiefly cultivated. That on 
a rich argillacious, loamy 
a greater measure of 

Westmoreland, however 

taste for these “ 
they loose none of 

in the highest estimation— 

As if increase of appetite grew" 
what it fed on.” 
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this causo better suited to -the production of com 

the most part sterile- 
growth of pine and cedar and exhibit all the 
exhaustion from the successive culture of tobacco, and 

experiment has 
improve- 
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roiuction of 
section 
And 
portion! 






They are not irreclaimab 
are susceptible of 
clover and plaster; and 

attentions of the husbandman 
crops. This is peculiarly the 
which lies above, or to the N. W. of the 

will apply with nearly equal propriety to 
below, or to S. and S. E. of the C. H. 

, but little regard has been paid to system in 
But within the last few years an honorable ana praise¬ 
worthy emulation has been excited among the farmers to excel in skill 
and industry: and whilst greater neatness and arrangement have marked 
this increased attention to the farming operations, more plentiful returns and 
att advanced fertility in the condition of the soil, are most happily mani¬ 
fested. 

• Wheat and com are the staple productions; though other crops are 
grown—such as rye, oats and cotton, &c., which are principally used in 
domestic consumption. Cord wood (pine, hickory and oak, and some tan* 
bark, but chiefly tho former) lias been extensively exported from the county 
to the cities of the District, and to Baltimore, and has proved, a -source of 
lucrative commerce. It is estimated that upwards of 15,000 cords have 
been shipped in one year from the county. 

Westmoreland possesses but few antiquities or natural curiosities: 
none of sufficient interest and importance to distinguish its history, or im¬ 
part attractions to its geography: nope from which-the philosopher of na¬ 
ture or of man could glean new materials for useful remark or ingenious 
speculation, either to enlarge the circle of physical science, ot to* illustrate 
title manners and customs oi an antecedent race of human, beings.- 
Of the curiosities of nature the most interesting perhaps is -the cliffs on 
the Potomac. These rise abruptly from the water’s edge and form a pre- 
cijpiice of between two and three hundred feet high—extending to a distance 
of more than four miles along the course of the river. In the sides'Of 

intervals from their base to their summit are found embedded 
remains of various kinds of fish and other animals—denoting accord- 
received theory on the subject, an antediluvian existence of these 
fossil remains have also been found 
of the earth, far in the interior 
ign region—some curious specimens of which 
gentleman residing near the Court house, who has maae several rare 
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L*k. On 
discovered, 

WASHINGTON 
obliterated, 
point the 
his county.” 
it is destined 
Does it not 
the incident 



was 



fs m 
In a few 




a house are 
illustrious 
become 
be lei to 
Father of 
to which 
e? 










percep! 

to the place fnat gave 
spol to be rescued 
of time and the incursions 
the hands of his countrymen 
it is marked! Let the public 
**8 creek is a spot also known 
President James Monroe. 

Justice hangs a full length portrait of 
painting was executed by Peel, and presented 
merchant of London, to the “Gentlemen of 
the hands of R. H. Lee. The letters of 
Mr. Lee upon its presentation, are preserved in the clerk’s office 

county. 

The picture represents Lord -Chatham, in the costume of a Roman Sena* 
•with head, arms and legs bare, and holding in his left hand a 
Magna Chart a ; and obliquely to his right in the foreground is 
an altar with the flame of liberty issuing forth—and upon it desposited 
civic wreath. 

• Hut however destitute this county is of natural curiosities and works 
art—yet there arc events connected with her history, already partially ah 
luded to, which furnish abundant cause to her citizens to exult in tier fame* 
and justify them in claiming for their county the classical appellation of 
the Athens of Virginia. Some of the most renowned men of -this coun¬ 
try were born within tier borders. Of these may be meiitionecl Washing¬ 
ton,, R. H. Lee anc his three brothers, Thomas, Francis and Arthur* 
Genii Henry Lee, the late Judge Bushrod Washington, and the late Presi* 
dent lames Monroe—names of the highest distinction for wisdom, patriot* 
ism, eloquence, learning, fortitude and valor, and which of themselves 
would render illustrious the history of any country. To have given birth 
to these distinguished men and fathers of the American Republic, is «i 
source of cherished pride and honor to the citizens of Westmoreland, and 
refer to these incidents as constituting a brilliant epoch in the annals 

ity—and as - vindicating, for it a clear and 
name they have appropriated to it Should centuries 
attains distinction for its moral and intellectual 
a fame venerable and immortal, that must 

om to 

The population of this county in 1810 was 8,102—m 
411—of whom 3,718 were whites—3,845 slaves, 

belongs to the fifth judicial circuit, 
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upon the mind, while contemplating the birth place of 
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Twc del in 1834 on lots, §9 19—land, $806 92—1968 slaves, §490 75— 
1045 horse®, §62 '70—3 studs, §38 00—34 coaches, §81 25—13 car* 
rjalls, 813 00—99 gs, 858 45. Total, B15 0 86. .tjxpcnetjfl in edn» 
eating poor children in 1833, #240 46. 
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Hague, P. O. situated in the east- 
mrt of the county, 70 ms. S. E. 
of R., and 132 from W. 

Huttsville, P. O. 65 miles from 
R and 127 from W. 

Kinsale, P. O. 76 ms. from R. 
and 138 from W. 

Leeds, P. O. 82 ms. from R. and 
104 S. S. E. of W. 

Oak Grove, P. O. 88 ms. N. N. 
£,. of R. and 98 S. of W. This 
office has recently been removed 
m Mattox Bridge, Oak Grove is 
situated equidistant (6 ms.) from the 
Potomac and Rappa nan nock rivers, 
Hind one mile from Mattox creek. It 
contains 4 dwelling houses, 1 house 
of public worship, (Methodist,) 3 
mercantile stores, (and 2 others in the 
immediate vicinity,) 1 tavern, and 1 
house of private entertainment. The 
•oil in the neighborhood is generally 
fertile and well adapted to the culture 
of Indian corn, wheat, tobacco, cotton, 
Though the two first articles 
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hood is 
store® are to 
of every 4 or 5 
of the surrounding 
ful and picturesque, 
repay those who 
leisure in paying a visit 
ity, not far from which 
places of the illustrious 
ton, Marshall, 
distinguished men. 

WESTMORELAND C. 

70 ms. from R. and 116 S. 

W., situated near the centre of the 
county, bei ng equ id ista nt between the 
rivers Rappahannock and Potomac. 
The houses are but few, and arranged,, 
without regard to order or compact* 
ness; of these 8 are built of brick, 
including the Court House, Clerk’s 
office and, jail,—the rest are of wood, 
very old and much dilapidated. It 
contains 2 general mercantile stores, 
2 taverns, 1 carriage maker, 1 sad¬ 
dler, 1 boot and shoe maker, and 1 




are almost solely cultivated: next tojtailor. Population about 100 persons* 



of whom 5 are resident attorneys, and 
3 regular physicians. 

County Courts are 



these the principal article of trade is 
wood] *o brisk is the sale, and so large 
the supply, that 4 or 5 vessels and 

more are continually loatd^iMonday in every month: 
attox bridge. The facilities ly in March , Ju ?ie> a™*** 
of commerce are so great with the) vtmber. 

Columbia, Baltimore, Judge Lomax 
and other places, that) Superior Court of Law 
ever be expected 
The neighbor 
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§823 45. Expended in educating 
in 1833, $184 39, 
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Half' .Way-House, P. O. 84 ms. 

S. E. by E. of R. and 187 ms. from 
W., situated in the eastern part of the 
county, about 12 ms. S. E. of the C. 
H. and half a mile from Poquosin ri¬ 
ver. There are at this place 5 build- 
ings, 2 of which are old stores, not 
occupied at present, 1 public house, 



scenery. Population 2i 
whom 1 is an attorney, 
gular physicians. 

County Courts are held on the 3 
Monday in every month;— -Qwjirtc 
ly in March , June , Avgust and 

v ember. 

Circuit Superior Courts of Law 



and 1 excellent dwelling house. The and Chancery are held on the 241A of 
land in the neighborhood is fertile, April and September, by Judos IJ up- 
producing well the ordinary staples, shbr. 

corn, when 1 !, oats, dec. * The situation! Before closing Eastern Virginia it 
it pleasant and eligible, directly on the may be interesting to the reader to 
main stage road from Yorktown to peruse a succinct account of the me- 
Hampton. morable events which took place at 

YORKTOWN, P. V. Port of enr the siege of Yorktown during the re 
try and seat of justice , 72 ms. S. E. volution, and which eventuated in the 


by £ 



R. and 175 ms. S. S. E. of 


surrender of the whole of the English 





from 





in lat. 37° 14', and long. 0° 30’ army, under the command of Lord 
E. of W. C., situated immediately or Cornwallis, to the combined Ameri 

of York river, 11 ms. 
mouth, and 33 ms. N. W. 

Yorktown suffered 
from a fire which occur- 

war, when most 
were destroyed, 
old Episcopal 
resent number of 
county buildings, 

are going 
eral stores, 

(Baptist,) 
i are taught the ru 

1 tan- 
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1 school, in w 
diluents of 
yard, 1 
ker, I 

smith shops, 
ly situated in an open 
a beautiful view of 
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can and French army, under 
mand of Washington, which wai 
closing scene of the American war 
and the establishment 
independence. 

The follow'in 
to have been taken 
of an American 
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«r 
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General Wash- 

re- 

Fayette** 
Simon’s 
the 30th of 
Grasse, and 

I 



landed 
. 21 .- 
army a 
23d and -24th 

a 

Mid 






three 






of the northern 
river. The 
got m 
the whole 
mped in a line, 
a mile advanced off 
distant from Yorktown 




whole moved at day- 
halts, arrived within a 
f of the enemy’s works: 
lay on our arms all 

Beaver pond creek, and mo* 

mm in our front, over which bridges 

that night: and general 

Muhlenbergh’s brigade of light infan¬ 
try formed a picquet in advance. 

29.—About sunrise moved to with- 
tliree quarters of a mile of the ene- 
out-works, and displayed into 
two lines, a ravine in front, to view 
(Mir ground; advanced small parties 
in front to cover our reconnoitering 
parties. At four, F. M. moved to our 
ground oh the right, and encamped 
within range of the enemy’s artillery 






redoubts 

filled 

October 1 

parin^ 
lery, &c 
the ground, 
ml lei, about 
the enemy’s 
day-light. No 
working till morning. 
7.—The 


ight infantry relieved hr 

- -• • • nrviT 

emnmgi .The 

this night, Mini 
number of troops- 
Employed in pre- 
up our artil- 
. moved on 
our first pa* 
' yard* from 
cover by 







reversed, with drums 
lours flying; 

on the top of the line of the parallel; 
continued working" on the batteries, 
which were -completed: about five 

o’clock. 

9. —P. M. the enemy received the 

first shot from us, which was contin* 
ued with spirit from cannon and mor¬ 
tars. The enemy’s fire slackened,. 

Several of their guns were dismount¬ 
ed : and they were obliged to fill up 
their entrenchments. 

10. — Light infantry mounted: and 


in two lines; advanced a line of pic-j the Charon of 44 guns and two smaller 
quets in front, and increased our camp| vessels, were burned by some hot 


guards. 

30.—The enemy fearing we should 
turn their left, and get between their 
out-works and the town, abandoned 
the whole of them, and retired to town 
il little before day-light, leaving a few 
light horse to protect theii rear. 

Scammel, being officer of the 
to reeonrtoitre and re¬ 
ly, when he was inter- 
and taken, by a few 
lain concealed. 




advanced 
works. 


wounds in six days.jlwiih amazing 
were put in motion, and!distance from 


shot from the left of the line, com¬ 
manded by count St. Simon. This 
happened about eight o’clock in the 
evening, the weather being serene and 
calm, and afforded an awful and me- 
lancholly sight. The Charon was on 
fire from the water’s edge to her truck 
at the same time. I never saw 
thing so magnificent 
11.—In the evenin 
parallel opened 


vision. 






caution towards their 
some feint of the 
our arms all that 



night. The 
on the ground 
the fatigued men, 
chain of redoubts 
and cover 
were 

far the siof o 


under a very 
shot and she 


men; our 





infantry remained our heads in 
a covering party to whole night. 

in erecting a; fully tremendous 
our camp,!man, 
parties, who [not 
materials Ibein 








going over 
blaze the 
was beaut i- 
lost but one 
own men, the gun 
elevated, or 
a kid cartridge. 







I itlie 13th, and 14th. Continued 
completing the batteries of the second 
parallel, mod wounding their abattis, 
and frize-works with our shot and 
shells. About two o’clock, P. M. the 
out defences of two redoubts, that 
were advanced on their left 250 yards 
in their front, were thought sufficient- 

evening by storm. The light infan¬ 
try were relieved, and directed to re¬ 
fresh themselves with dinner and a 
nap. About dusk, they moved on, 
under the Marquis, and were in pos¬ 
session of one, in nine minutes. - The 
other was carried by the French 
grenadiers and light infantry, under 
baron Viomenil, nearly about the 
same time, when the second parallel 
was continued on, and enveloped these 
two redoubts, and finished a line ol 
communication between the rights of 
the first and second parallel of up¬ 
ward s of a mile, before day-light next 
morning. The whole of this was 

f srformed under a very incessant and 
eavy fire from the enemy, with 
amazing steadiness and expedition. 

15.—Employed in repairing the 
redoubts, and erecting batteries, now 
within reach of the enemy’s grape, 
rifle and wall-pieces. 

16.—This night, a timid, ill con¬ 
ducted sortie was attempted under 
lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie, with 
about six hundred men. They en¬ 
tered the parallel about the centre, 
nearly between the French and Ame¬ 
rican troops, at a battery erecting by 

killed a saijeant and two privates of 
captain Savage’s company of artillery: 


17.—Light infantry still in the 
trenches. Between ten and eleven, 
A. M. chamade beat, and proposition# 
for surrender sent out by his lordship: 
received by the Marquis, and for¬ 
warded to head-quarters. Cessation 
of firing about twenty minutes, till 
flag had returned within their works. 
On our resuming the fire, a second 
chamade beat: and the officer return¬ 
ing, was told that the answer, as soon 
as received from head-quarters, would 
be forwarded. The fixing on both, 
sides re-commenced, and went on as 
usual, only small intermissions, du¬ 
ring the passing of two or three let¬ 
ters from each side. Light infantry 
relieved by the baron Steuben’s divis¬ 
ion : and the business being concluded 
that evening, the firing ceased about 
five o’clock, P. M. The 18th and 
part of the 19th, taken up in adjusting 
matters, viz. articles of capitulation, 
public letters, 6lc. 

19. P. M. — They marched out and 
laid down their arms. The whole of 
the king’s troop, including sailors and 
marines, amounted to 8,054, officers 
included. 

Thus ended this business, in nine 
days from our breaking ground. 

The whole of our strength, includ¬ 
ing every person that drew provisions 
by the coramissary-geneml’s return, 
amounted to 12,200. Our loss was 
324 killed, wounded and died in the 
hospital; sick in the hospital about 
600; unfit for duty, 830. So that 
when the necessary detail of the whole 
army was completed, his lordship wmii 
never opposed bymore than an equal 
number. Very frequently, from our 
great fatigue, p arties at a considerable 


and for- 


imyoneta, whic 



the end of their 

broke off in the 


vent-holes; turned about; and went o 


their retreat, they were 
lost twelve men—six 
wounded, two taken : th 
try in the trenches. L 
Its, in his account of th< 
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WESTERN VIRGINIA 


INTRODUCTION. 


industry. 



Perhaps no section of country of the tame extent, possesses greater 
tural advantages than that portion of the State of Virginia westward of 

the Blue Ridge Mountain. Possessed of a climate the most salubrious 
and invigorating, and a soil happily adapted to the production of almost 
every thing useful to man, nothing is wanting but industry to render this 
one of the fairest agricultural portions of the globe. The vallies of the 
Shenandoah, the Upper James river, the Kanawha and Holston, found in 
this portion of the commonwealth, present a field almost unrivalled for the 
exertions of an industrious and enterprising population. Some of these 
as yet, are comparatively unreclaimed and in a state of nature; but the time 
is not distant, when under the invigorating influence of wise and salutary 
regulations, they will be seen teeming with the products of enterprise and 

But Western Virginia is not remarkable only for agricultural 
Her fossil and mineral wealth is no where equaled! iron, 
lead, gypsum, coal, and salt, are found in different places in this region, 
some of which have already become a fruitful source of commerce and of 
wealth. Other and similar sources of wealth may still be buried and con¬ 
cealed from the eye of man in our extensive forest regions. The salt of 
the Kanawha and Holston, after supplying the home consumption, is 

of extensive and profitable commerce upon, most of the 
The iron of the valley, the excellence of which is readily 
become a staple of commerce and a source of wealth 
improvements of the country supply the required 
transportation of so cumbersome 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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the constitution of 


of the commonwealth, as recognized 
from the Blue Ridge to the Ohio, and" contains forty-fit* 
an area of 38,900 square miles, equal to 24,896,000 acre*. 
The population in 1830, was 378,475, of which the free inhabitants num¬ 
bered 324,988, and the slaves 53,437—shewing an increase of nearly 25 

in the first class, and nearly 24 per cent in the second, within till 
ten years. 

This sparse population of less than ten souls to a square mile, is Hot 
owing to either a want of salubrity in the climate, or of fertility in the soil, 




to adventitious causes which time is pro 


gressively 

rimrincr la 


removing. Th 


early policy of the general government in bringing large bodies of the 
public domain into market, at very low prices, and on long* credits, with, 
the recent diminution of three-eights of the former prices 'placed on tkote 
lands, have exercised a very important control over tlie settlement and coo- 



sequent improvement of this part of Virginia. The nearer district* 
level and fertile land in the New States, are however receiving a sufficient 
population to give increased value to the soil, and the government salce at 
more distant points become less sensibly felt; but should the threatening 
efforts now making to employ the Public Lands as a bounty to draw c 


the inhabitants of the old States, by giving new homes to all who wiH 
occupy them, at merely nominal prices, prove successful, no portion if 
the original states will feel the effects more sensibly than Virginia, and 


ticulariy the district under consideration. The retarded 
western counties, has also been owing in some measure 

knd titles; an evil which recent legislation 
an act of the 5th of February, 1831, the lii 
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mountains rise from two to three 

terile, or unusually steep; 

I enerauy covered wnn the finest timber, and 
aiffh fertility; the vallies are frequently extensive, 

majestic scenery. The soil 
The great limestone v 
to the county of 

, and from twenty to lorty miles 
in the abundance and variety of its agriculture 
same extent in the Atlantic States, 
mountain, to the western chain ot the Al 

by the continuing links between the Cumberland and the Laurel mountains 

vania, the country presents a series of ridges 
tallies’ the latter generally rich, and the former not unfrequently offering 

a to cultivation and for pasture. Along the summit of the mid¬ 
range much high table land is found, and considerable portions of it 
from timber, and covered with grass. Some of those natural meadows 
lire of large extent, and serve as pasture for numerous herds of horned 

Although the western division of Virginia may throughout beem* 
ominated a grass country, yet it no where else equals the abun- 
t and outricious productions annually displayed upon those elevated table 
lands, and whether the grazing farm is prepared by enclosing and reclaim* 
mg the natural meadows; or by freeing the ground of its forest trees, the 
oduct is equally certain and abundant. The country extending from the 
umberland and Laurel range of mountains to the Ohio river, is generally 
broken; but intewpersed with extensive districts of land sufficiently level 
for agricultural purposes, and of which industry is annually bringing large 
portions into cuUure. 

The Ohio and Potomac, as well as their large tributaries, are proverbial 
for the rich alluvial lands which border those streams. These bodies of 
very fertile and almost inexhaustible low grounds, vary in width from a 
fow hundred yards to one and two miles. Sufficiently undulating to pass 
tbe water from their surface, and generally elevated above the freshets 

western rivers are liable. These alluvial tracts are 
culture of hemp, tobacco, Indian corn, and turnip 
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mother* of mine i Is , 1 
river, fully verifies the truth 
as yet, but slightly attracted the notice 
many of these useful metals and 
some instances brought into extensive 
on the waters of the Potomac, 

Roanoke rivers, and at many places on 
i, is manufactured to great extent, and 
New river, or the Upper Kanawha and its 
valuable mineral abounds, and of the best qualities; it is also found in 
encouraging quantities and exhibiting fine appearances, convenient 
waters of the Great and Little Kanawhas, Monongabela, Elk, Gauley, 
Guyandotte and Sandy rivers. The ores which have been discovered, pre* 
sent almost every variety, but those apparently most abundant, are the com¬ 
pact brown ore, the brown hematite, and specular ores. 

The salt district of Virginia, passing west of the Alleghany range, and 
nearly in a parallel course with those mountains, furnishes this important 
article in greater or less abundance, in the counties of Harrison, Lewis, 
Kanawha and Washington. In the two latter counties, however, are situ* 
Hied the principal manufactories; that of Kanawha, supplying about one 
million and a half of bushels per annum, and the Washington works about 
100,000. An analysis of the Kanawha water, gives 35 mur. of lime —% 
car. of iron —l free car. acid—56 chloride of sodium ani bromide of 
cium—and 956 moisture. 

The water used in the manufactory of salt in the county of 
ttm, contains less of 'the muriate, and more of 'the sulphate of lime, and a 
larger portion of the chloride of sodium. Lead of considerable quantities 
was long since discovered in the county of Wythe, and was formerly much 
used in commerce, but owing to the expensive land carriage which 

in conveying it to market, and to the o 
situated on the Mississippi, those of Wythe hav 
into disuse. 
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but are comparatively useless from the want 
of transportation; and the same remark 
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omery. 
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the rapid extension 
manufactories, as well as the great enlargement 
has been recently discovered in the counties 
Still more recent researches have ascertained the existence 

in extensive bodies, in the counties 
and Augusta, from which it is probable that the 
ginia will ere long become as celebrated for the extent 
«8 it is now proverbial for its large agricultural products. 

As this district undergoes more thorough examination 

further developed, it will probably 
masses of iron and coal in the same vicinities, as now 
Wales; and although the bituminous coal may contain more 
and less charcoal, than the Welch furnace coal, the value 
which it will yield, may more than compensate for 
of carbon. 

No quarter of the world presents a greater variety of 
than this portion of Virginia. Medicinal springs are almost as numerous 
as the counties, but it will suffice to notice those which have attracted the 
greatest share of public consideration, and which receive annually the 
greatest number of visitors. In the large limestQne valley immediately 
west of the Blue Ridge, are the Berkley and Morgan springs, the Shenan¬ 
doah springs, the Augusta springs, and the Botetourt springs. They are 
usually attended by a respectable number of visitors, and the medicinal 
effects of the waters have given some reputation to each of those, fountains. 
The county of Bath is distinguished by the Warm and Hot springs, situ¬ 
ated within five miles of each other, and upon the principal road- leading 
east and west, through Virginia, the great bath at the Warm Springs i* 
universally admired by all who have enjoyed the luxury of its tepid 
buoyant waters. 

This copious fountain of hydrosulphurous water, rises within the walls 
of the bath, and preserves a uniform temperature of 96° of Fr. The baths 

Hot springs differ in temperature, from 51° to 107°, and belong to 

at the 









the thermal saline class. These fountains may be justly 
head of the thermal waters of the United States, and from their 
happiest effects have been produced in cases of chronic 
hepatic affections of long standing. 

In the adjoining counties of Greenbrier and Monroe, aie 

ur, the Salt Sulphur, and the Red Sulphur 

rosulphurous waters; the first is peculiarly 
ed for efficacv n cases familiarly denominated bilious 

removal of dyspepsia, and all affections 
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peculiar influence which its water 
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sentery, 
use of 

highly valuable fountains 
the visitors to 

; and the several proprietors 
company, and ad 

respective establishments, that they are 
concourse of fashionable people from 
the middle and southern States, 
every quarter of the Union. A 
creek, in Greenbrier county, heretofore visited by but 
accommodations have been very limited, is beginning to 
He interest from the highly salutary influence which the waters 

ravated cases of scrofula. The favorable results 
suffering under this afflicting and inscrutable 
a number of gentlemen in 1833, to unite in the purchase and 

property; and measures are now in progress for erecting 
ini convenient buildings, and for giving to this spring as many attractions 
a* are found at the most fashionable medicinal fountains. 

Many natural curiosities of an interesting character are to be found be¬ 
tween the Blue Ridge and the Ohio. Those most known are Weyer’® 
and Madison’s Caves, near the Shenandoah river, and about two miles from 
Fort Republic. These wonderful caverns are both subterranean openings 
In the same limestone hill. The first has been explored to the distance, of 
900 yards, and the latter has been penetrated to the depth of 120 yards. 
Madison’s cave has been much disfigured by the manufacture of salt¬ 
petre, to which it was for some time appropriated. Weyer’s cave is how? 
aver in a fine state of preservation; the entrance is narrow, but the cavern 
€i rges as it advances under the hill, until some of the apartments present 
ail extent of floor equal to 300 by 200 feet, with majestic ceiling springing 
to the height of 80 and 90 feet. The drippings of this cave are not suf¬ 
ficient to affect the lights which are necessary to its examination, or to in¬ 
commode the visitors. The deposits of lime dissolved in the water, forma 
ataketites of almost every shape, and of every variety of beauty—curtains 
descending in wave-like folds from the ceiling to the floor—plain* and 

columns—colonades, various resemblances of household furniture, 
and marble statues, which require but liule. imagination to give them lair 
■proportions, and the habiliments of the ancient Romans, 

-pleasing objects with which the sight of the visitor is re 
are for the most part white, but sometimes red, and occasi 
When illuminated, the cave presents one of the most 
nature. There are two other ernes in this limestone district 
hut little known, but are said to be.equal if not 
magnificence to Wever’s cave. One of these is 
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‘which constantly sends forth a strong current of air: and 
lowing, or Syphon spring, on the estate of the late Cap. 
thrsame valley, are objects of examination with most of ti 
travellers who visit that part of the State. On the low 
Great Kanawha, about seven mile® above Charleston, are 
In the earth through which constant streams of carburette 
iilro discharged* These are called burning springs, as the 
pressed around them as to collect and retain the water in o: 
send which is kept in active ebulition by the gas whicl 
through it; when inflamed, this ga« burns with a pale bias 
of the water, when it mixes with the atmosphere, until 
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’iff a strong current of air. This is by no means a rare production of 
malum in this district, as considerable issues of it are found on Big Sandy, 
and Little Kanawha rivers, and in boring for salt water on the Great Ka¬ 
nawha, the discharges of carbureted hydrogen have been so great and con¬ 
tinued, as to compel in one instance, the abandonment of the work. 

* That part of tne Great Kanawha which is above the mouth of Gauley, 
having to search its intricate way, and force its passage through a chain of 
lofty and rugged mountains, exhibits a series of the most stupendous cliffs 
ftom the mouth of Greenbrier to Gauley river, particularly where Gauley 
mountain is riven to its base by this stream in its passage to the Ohio ; at 
this point, and near the great western turnpike, those cliffs present them- 
•elves frequently to the eye of the traveller in majestic grandeur. One of 
It© most lofty and perpendicular was formerly designated by a hawk 1 ® nest 
os its side, hut it® now called “ Marshall’s Pillar," commemorative of the 
laborious and perilous voyage of the Chief Justice in his examination of 
this river in 1812. From the flat rock forming the summit, to the dgitated 
Waters ‘below, the view is fearfully grand: few of the many who visit it, 
ban look over this dizzy height but in a reclining position ; the elevation is 
estimated by engineers at from 750 to 800 feet, but no actual admeasure¬ 
ment has yet been made. 

- The sparse population of many parts of the country, has heretofore pro¬ 
duced its usual effects in relation to education ; schools however have been 
annually multiplying, and with the aid afforded by the literary fund, pri¬ 
mary instruction is generally diffused, and becoming more elevated in its 
range. Well organized academics are established in many of the coun¬ 
ties, and those of Frederick, Augusta, Washington, Greenbrier, Kanawha, 
and Harrison, particularly deserve notice. Washinj ton College in Rock¬ 
bridge, justly ranks among the most useful and distinguished of the south¬ 
ern seminaries. It received a most serviceable addition to its funds bv a 
devise from Gen’l George Washington, which was followed by a be¬ 
quest of a large estate from Mr. John Robinson, one of its early patrons, 
knd more recently a donation of the funds of the Cincinnati society of 
Virginia. Thus liberally founded, and supplied with able professors. 
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institution contributes largely to the learning and intelligence of the 

immercial roads and navigable canals are greatly wanted. As yet the 
overnment of Virginia has comparatively done but little towards improv- 
he rivers and roads of this district. Among the works constructed 
f the direction of the State, is the James and Kanawha turnpike, 
«g from Covington to the town of Guyandotte on the Ohio, and to 
loiilh of Big Sandy river. This road passes by, or near, the principal 


®rig the rivers and roads 
tvader the direction of t 
Ijteding from Covington 
Che mount of BJk 8 mdv i 



















» 






passengers 
Potomac r; 




mineral 

iicm on the western end, and in extension is in 
Hot ana Warm Springs to the town of Staunton 
an the work is, this road forms one of the most i 
course between the eastern and western waters 

the transportation 
coaches find mil employment 
are connected in the conveyance of 
Ohio, and those of the James and Potomac rivers, 
even this provision for the accommodation of 

, and a tri-weekly line has been 
end the White Sulphur Springs, during the visiting 

' with the funds of the State, a like road 
to Parkersburgh, on the Ohio, which when 
fer important advantages on the northwest counties. 

To a joint stock company aided by the State, the 









i§ compfe* 
rard by «b» 
Incomplism 
nues of inter- 
used in ©ill-* 
at this tliBDiiii 
route. my 
b its of this 
western ond; 

found 

_ m _ 

nroi 
the 
from 

con* 


Tirginb 




navigation of Shtzmn 

so far 




river. The work undertaken by the company has 
pleled, as to draw to that river an accession of trade which has ioc: 
the tolls from $604 in 18*27 to $7,691 in 1831—continuing to imjpnnm 

with each succeeding year. The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, although 

passing up on the north side of the Potomac, confers important advantages 
on the northern border of the State, and will as it advances westward 
further invigorate and extend the agricultural industry, and enlarge tbs 

influence* 
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ful, are but of minor character when compared with the important entiHP“ 
■•prize on which the government of Virginia has long deliberated, of drain¬ 
ing a fertilizing portion of the commerce of the Western Suites, to her 
eastern cities. Of this enterprize so long meditated and so fully discussed, as 
find the following account given in a memorial addressed-to the OsMil 
Assembly in 1826. “ The Legislative Declaration, that next to the enjoy* 

meat of civil liberty itself, it might be questioned whether the best cwganr 
ized government could assure to those for whom all governments are Mr 
Ftituted, ti greater blessing than an open, free and easy intercourse ■I* 
one another, by good roads, navigable rivers, and canals; that their tell* 

riculture of a nation, toil 
,—satisfied us that 

'irginia were no longer to be neglected, andthatas mmajf 
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in the view of his distinguished friend, and 
exalting his native State, made an effort 
the influence and active direction of the father of 
its magnitude sufficient to invite his superintendence 

happiest monument of his retirement. 1 ’ 

The continued interest manifested by our citizens in almost 
liter of the State, and the improved condition of the Treasury, 

•gislature in 1813-14 to organize a commission for explorin 
porting on the practicability, utility and expense of effecting this long 
templated connexion, and for ascertaining the best means of securin 
Virginia a due participation in the rich trade of the West. The report 
Our. distinguished fellow-citizen, the Chief Justice of the United States, 
with that of other gentlemen designated with him to perform that duty, 
fially realized the previous anticipations, and furnished the strongest induce¬ 
ments for the execution of the work. The war with Great Britain, in 

■ # in , w 

which we were then engaged, however, compelled its postponement, 
conflict over, the government of Virginia resumed this interesting sub¬ 
ject, and after various examinations of all its details by the roost experi¬ 
enced engineers, and with the fullest development of all its branches, by an 
ect bearing date the 17th February 1820, determined upon the execution 
the entire work, from the tide water of James river to the confluence of 
e Kanawha and Ohio, providing by law for the completion thereof In 


order. 1. To render the Great Kanawha nav 
the year, for boats drawing three feet water, from the 
river. 2dly. To improve the navigation of James river 
to Pleasant’s Island, by locks and navigable canals 
the year, at least three feet depth of navi 
best road practicable, at an expense of 
’s creek, lo the great falls of Kanawha, 
canals, from Pleasant's Island to 
same depth of water for the entire 
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ans and deliberations 

roposed, 

on the margin of 
navigation of the Great 
and procrastinating po 
elevation in the family of 
e to seek new homes, where 
v proclaimed, but practically 
brief notes, the General Assembly 
subject; but whether their labors wi 
this work in progress, or in the 
entire execution, on a scale of 
ancient commonwealth, and commensurate 
it ought to confer on her sister States, is extrem 
inia should ever resume this great work with ardor ana reason¬ 
able unanimity; and pursue it with constancy of purpose to its final com 
letion, it must produce a new era in her history, and entirely change 
esliny which now seems to await her. 

Among the high considerations that so strongly prompt her to the em¬ 
ployment of her resources and credit in achieving this great work, the fal¬ 
lowing are perhaps the most prominent. " 

The certain participation in a large portion of the commerce of 
west, the value of which is attested by the expenditures and efforts of other 
States to become partakers. The development of her - exhaustless' mineral 
resources, and the consequent extension of important manufactories into 
every section of the country. The giving to her agricultural and planting 
interests the highest stimulus—the creation of a rich and fertilising inte¬ 
rior commerce, sustaining in "return the most extensive foreign trade. The 
rapid increase of her population with the comfort and wealth which must 
attend them—and the speedy and permanent advance in the value of the 
entire landed property of the State. Those of a political character are 
scarcely less important. Its connecting influence upon the States thenfc* 
selves and upon the two great divisions of Virginia, now hanging blit 
loosely together, must be apparent to all, and if the Union is ever destined 
to' crumble, such a line of intercommunication, with the connections 

which it must give rise, cannot fail to unite in the same defc 
southern States, and those v of the Great Valley 
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WESTERN VIRGINIA 


ALLEGHANY. 


* Alleghany was created by the legislature in 1822, and farmed from 
’ jmirtiona of Bath, Bottetouirt ana Monroe. It is bounded N. by Bath and m 
' iaml j portion of Greenbrier, E. by Rockbridge and Bottetomrt, 8. by Mon- 
'We, and W. by Greenbrier; its mean length is 26 ms.; mean brea !th 20; 
and area 521 sq. ms. It lies between lat. 37° 35’, and 38° N. and the cen¬ 
tre about 3° W. long, from W. C. Most of this county is a high mountain 
valley, drained by the head waters of the James river. Pott's and Dun¬ 
lap’s creek; rise in Monroe and flow N. E. until they unite with Jackson’s 
river near Covington, about the centre of the county. Jackson's river rises 
ii Pendleton, ana flowing S. through Bath, enters Alleghany, possess the 

B p between Peter’s and the Warm Spring mountains, receives Pott’s creek 
m the S., and then turns first N. E. and then after turning the N. E. 
Hank of Rich Patch mountain, it flows S. E. into Bottetourt. Cow-Pas¬ 
ture river rises also in Pendleton, flows by a tortuous channel, nearly duo 
B. through Bath and Alleghany, and unites with Jackson’s river, soon tier 
It passes into Bottetourt. These two rivers by their union constitute the 
James. Much of the surface of this county is covered with mountains; its 
mean level exceeds 10,000 ft. above the tides of the ocfwtmt. The main Al¬ 
leghany chain forms its boundary on the W. PeteYs mountain and IFbrs© 
Spring mountain divide the county into nearly two equal parts, having only 
II narrow gap at Covington. Pott or Middle mountain and Rich Patch, 
term its boundary on the S. E. Besides these continuous ranges, there 
lie a number of others filling up the intervals, such as Oliver, Morris , 
.Beard's, Ac. The staples of the county are grain, and its products gene¬ 
rally the same as other counties situated in the same latitude. Population 
in 1830, 2,816. It belongs to the S 7th judicial circuit and 9th district. 
Tax paid in 1833, *473 15—in 1§34 on lots, *39 26—on land, *273 42 
-—-348 slaves, *87 00—926 horses, $55 56—2 studs, *13 00-—7 coaches, 
•12 00—5 carryalls, *5 00—2 gigs, *1 00. Total, *488 24. Expended 
ill educating poor children in 1832, §87 00—in 1833, §166 47. 
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Augusta county was originally a portion of Orange county and contin¬ 
ued so, until it became sufficiently populous to claim the rights of a sepa¬ 
rate, independent county, which rank was given to it in 1738. The mat 
court after it was laid off from Orange was held in Staunton, in the year 
1745, and its jurisdiction extended from the summit of the Blue Ridge to 
the Ohio river, including the present state of Kentucky, and from 


ion increased, it became necessary to divide 
counties, at different times, until it 
>he year 1790. 
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is well watered and 
treams, from the fact, that it 
head waters of the James 
Pasture river runs through near 
in a S direction to the James river, 
rivers, (the last two of which run 
of the county) meet near the northern 
Christian’s and Lewis’ creeks are branches 
creek of the N. These streams are 
numerous mill seats upon them, which are always a 
water. 

The mineral treasures of this county, have been but partially developed; 
Very little interest has been felt on this subject, except so far as it hm been 
quickened by a hope of gain. Iron ore beds have been known and profita¬ 
bly worked for many years; and there is at present a furnace for the manu¬ 
facturing and casting of iron in active operation; Miller’s Iron Works, 
near the northern boundary, at the foot of the North mountain. 

Anthracite coal has lately been found in the vicinity of the Augusta 
Springs, and along the North mountain. It contains a portion of sulphur, 
though it becomes more pure as the excavation progresses, and gives pro¬ 
mise of affording an abundant supply of this valuable mineral. 

The predominant rock in this part of the Valley is lime rock, which In- 
some places is sufficiently hard to be used as marble, though it is not worked 
iki suck In connection with this rock may be found rhombic chrystals of 
e&rbonite of lime, and dog-tooth spar: the latter rarely. In the vicinity of 
Staunton, a species ofcalcedony in great quantities is scattered about : some 
of which is very pure. 

Springs are very abundant in all parts of the county, some of which aru 
mineral and highly medicinal. 

The Augusta Springs are valuable, as a resort for in valid*, and are daily. 

more noted. They are 12 ms. N. W. of Staunton, situated 
country. The water is strongly impregnated with 
n, and are said by those who should be judges, 
brated springs of Harrowgate, in England. Besides the 
there are two other Sulphur Springs in the county, both of w 

impregnated; but there are few, if any accommodations 
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•We extract a portion of Mr. Jefferson’s description which is 
text, and give also some later information concerning Madison's Cave t 

f the Blue Ridge, near the intersection of the Rockingham and 
with the south fork of the southern river of Shenandoah, It is in a 
0 ft. perpendicular height, the ascent of which, on one side is so steep 
that you may pitch a biscuit from its summit into the river which washes its base. 
The entrance of the cave, is in this side, about two-thirds of the way up. It extends 
into the earth about 300 ft.,branching into subordinate caverns, sometimes ascending 
ill little, but more generally descending, and at length terminates in two different 
places, at basins of water of unknown extent, and which I should judge to be nearly 
on » level with the craters of the river; however, I do not think they are formed by 
refluent waters from that, because they are never turbid; because they do not rise and 
fait in correspondence with that, in times of flood and of drought; and because the 
water is always cool. It is as probably one of the many reservoirs with which the 
interior parts of the earth are supposed to abound, ancf which yield supplies to the 
fountains of water, distinguished from others only by its being accessible. The vault 
of this cave is of solid limestone, from 20 to 40 or 50 ft. high, through which water is 
continually percolating. This, trickling down the sides of the cave, has encrusted them 
over in the form of elegant drapery; and dripping from the top of the vaults generates 
on that, and on the base below, stalactites of a conical form, some of which have met 
and formed massive columns.” 

Madison's Cave derives its name from the father of the late Bislop Mudison, who 

resided near it, fund who was equally famed for his hospitality, his practical wit, and 
litis convivial disposition. It has been known 70 or 80 years, but is now little visited 
as a curiosity,—the earth in it, affords salt petre in proportion of from 2 to 4 pounds 
to the bushel. — 2000 weight was manufactured here during the years 1813-4. The 
earth when brought out is at the mouth of the cave put into a plank gutter which 
conducts it to the bank of the river, at the bottom of the hill, where it is put into tubs 
or vats mixed with wood ashes —water is passed through it, and this is evaporated to 
salt by boiling. The lakes of water which are found at the extremity of the cave 
have been navigated by a boat, and thoroughly explored since Mr. Jefferson wrote; 
they are 30 or 40 ft. deep, and are bounded on the furthest extremity by rocks so 
abrupt that a footing can no where be had. 

is situated near the northern extremity of Augusta 
Itaunton, on the eastern side of a ridge running neany N. 
to the Blue Ridge, and somewhat more than a mile distant from it. 

The western declivity of this ridge is very gradual, and the visiter, as 
es from that direction, little imagines from its appearance, that it embowe 

The eastern declivity however, is quite 







The Guide's house is situated on the northern extremity of this 
800 yds. from the entrance of the cave. In going from th 
pass the entrujee of Madison’s Cave, which is only 200 yds 
iso&’s Cave was known and visited as a curiosity, long before 
er’s, but it is now passed by and neglected, as unworthy of 
more imposing rival, although it has had the pen of a Jefferson 
The ascent from the bottom of the hill to the mouth of the cave 
dered less fatiguing, by the zigzag course of the path, which 
It seems that about the year 1804, one Bernard Weyer 
hunter; while pursuing his daily vocation, he found his match 
Hog, which not only eluded all his efforts but eventually succeed 
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traps, which had been set for his capture. Enraged at the 
an assault upon the domicile of the drepredator, with 
* A few moments labor brought him to the ante-cha 
where he found his traps safely deposited. 

- The eatimnce originally was small and difficult of access; but the enterprise, of 

C jprietor. has obviated tnese inconveniences: it is now enclosed by a wooden 
vin* a door in its centre, which admits you to the ante-chamber, 
ill int it is about 10 ft. in height but after proceeding a few yards, in a 
section, it becomes contracted to the space of 4 ft. square. 

* At the distance of 24 ft. from the entrance,—descend ing at an angle of If degrees; 
yott reach the Dragon's Room, so called from a stalactitic concretion, which the No- 
iKiiiczs.ela.tor undoubtedly supposed to resemble that nondescript animal. 

. Above the Dragon’s room there is an opening of considerable beauty, but of small 
axe, called the Devil’s Gallery. 

’ Leaving this room, which is not very interesting, you proceed in a more southerly 
direction, to the entrance of Solomon’s Temple, through a high but narrow passage, 
18 ft. in length, which is by no means difficult of access. Here you make a perpen- 

dicular descent of 13 ft. by means of substantial stairs securely fixed, and you Jiii4 
yourself in one of the finest rooms in the whole cave. It is irregular in shape, being 
ill ft long, and 45 broad, running nearly at right angles to the main course of the 
cure. As you raise your eyes, after descending the steps before mentioned they rest 
upon mn defined seat, surrounded by sparry incrustations, which sparkle beautifully 
ill the light of your randies. 

. This is not unaptly styled, Solomon’s Throne. Every thing in, this room, receives 
iaaiR ^ in mme from the wise Man; immediately to the left of the steps, as join descend, you 
‘will Uni his Meat-house; and at the eastern extremity of the room, is a beautiful pil¬ 
lar of white stalactite, somewhat defaced by the smoke of candles, called by his name, 
with strange inconsistency, an incrustation resembling falling water at the right 
if the steps, has obtained the name of the Falls of Niagara. 

Passing Solomon’s Pillar, you enter another room, more irregular than the first, 
but still more beautiful; it would be impossible adequately to describe the magnifi¬ 
cence of the roof. I shall therefore merely observe that it is thickly studded with 
beautiftil stalactites, resembling in form and color, the roots of radishes, which hav« 
given the appellation of Radish Room to this delightful place. 

"Tine main passage to the rest of the cavern, is immediately opposite.to the entrance 
to Solomon’s Temple, and you reach it by an ascent of 12 ft. to what is called the 
Putter’s Lodge. From this place, pursuing the same course, you pass along a pas¬ 
sage vary in; from 10 to 30 ft. in height, from 10 to 15 in breadth, ana 50 
til you reach Barney’s Hall which receives its name Irom the fancied 
of a prostrate stalactite, at the base of one that is upright, to old Commodore 
and the cannon that he used at the Bladensburgh races. 

- Near the centre of the room, which is small and scarcely 
right board points out to the visiter the main path of the cave, 
ht. Two p insages run off to the left,—the first one to & 
the Lawyer’s Office, in which is a fine spring, of w 

from the ceiling have collected,—the other, 

Armory, from an incrustration that has received 
the Lawyer’s Office and the Armory 
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Before we get bewildered and lost in this part of the cave 
than any other, let us return to the guide-board in 
pursue the route usually taken by visiters. Following 
turned above, which if*rather low being not 
the Twin Room, taking heed lest you fall 
close by your feet. This room is small, and communicates 
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pands, and becomes elevated to the height of 30 it., and by 
may return to the Porter’s Lodge, through a passage directly over 
have just passed. There are many beauties in this upper tassage. 


the Twin Room, in a direction 






A descent 







Tan Yard, which contains 


any beauties. The floor is irregular, in some places 
sinking? into holes somewhat resembling tan-vats, which together with several hang 
actites resembling hides, have given a name to this immense apart: 

E. side of the room, immediately to the left of the main p 
which admits you at once into the Armory, already mentioned. 

Changing your course to the N. W. you leave the Tan Yard, by a rough, but not 
difficult ascent of 20 ft., at an angle of 18 degrees, into what may be considered as an 
elevated continuation of the same room, but which has been deservedly dignified 
with a distinct appellation. 

To your right, as you step upon level ground, you will observe a perpendicular 
wall of rock, rising with great regularity; if you strike upon it with your hand, it 
mends forth a deep, mellow sound, stron 


whence the room Eas received the name 




resemblini the tones of a Bass Drum, 
the Drum Room. Upon a closer exami- 



nation, this apparent wall will be found to be only a thin stalactitic partition, extend 

in* from the ceiling to the floor. 

'here is nothing else of much interest, in this apartment, we will proceed 
more magnificent portions of the cavern. 

You leave the Drum Room by a flight of natural stairs, 7 ft. in perpendicular 
height. A large opening now presents itself, which expands to an extensive apart¬ 
ment, to reach which it is necessary to make a nearly perpendicular descent of- 10 
ft., by means of a substantial pair of stairs. This apartment is the far fumed Ball 
Room. It is 100 ft. long, 36 wide, and about 25 high, running at right angles to the 
path by which you entered it. 

The general course of the room is from N. to S. but at the northern extremity there 
Is a gradual ascent, bearing round to the E. until you reach a precipice of SO or 30 
ft., from which you can look down into the Tan Yard, having performed a complete 
circuit. 

Near the centre of the Ball Room, is a large, calcariotis deposite, that has received 
the name of Paganini’s Statue, from the circumstance that it furnishes a good posi¬ 
tion for the music, whenever balls are given in these submundane regions. - The 
floor is sufficiently level to admit of dancing upon it, and it is not uncommon, to have 
bells here. The ladies are accommodated with a very convenient Dressing Room, 
the only opening to which, communicates directly with the Ball Room. 

You leave this room, by a gradual ascent of 42 ft. at the southern extremity, simi¬ 
lar to the one already described at the other. This acclivity is called the French¬ 
man’s Hill, from the following circumstance Some years since, a French gentle¬ 
man visited this cave, accompanied only by the guide; they had safely gone through, 
and returning had reached the top of this hill, when by some accident both of their 
Habits were extinguished, and they were left in Egyptian darkness, without the means 
m re-lighting their candles. 

* Guide, from his accurate knowledge of localities, was 
the entrance—a distance of more than 500 ft. 

, by the name of Patterson, has immortalized 
. although it was a complete failure. Hearin 
lertook to find his way back to the < 

Room, without a light—sending his company some distance 

ascending the stairs, but had proceeded only a few paces fart when his feet 
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slipped from under him, and he was prostrated into an aperture, 
until his companions, alarmed at his protracted absence, returned 





in .. 

t*rom 
which is 
log from 3 
of a precipice 



Patterson’s Grave to this day. 

Hill, a long, irregular passage extend*, 
the Narrow P.is^re. This passage is 

from 1 to 8 ft. 







waters 
if, the 
tie 

tains, 4 
Bath'; 
Staunton 




river 




ms. 

the latter. 
Harrisonbur 






tur-c Valley, between 
Pasture nioun- 
he county line ofl Deerfield, 
tage road betweenjeantile store and 
arm Springs, 20 [ Greenville 







29 E. of 

Springs and 
also passes 

mer« 
? s shop, 
ms. .N. 




■% 



Natural indentations in the lace of this precipice, afford a convenient meins of de¬ 
scent, and these natural steps have received the name of Jacob’s Ladder. Tocoires- 
pood with this name, as in Solomon’s Temple, every thing is named after the Patri- 
xk; a flat rock opposite to the extremity of the Narrow Passage, is Jacob’s Ten 

S able; and a deep, inaccessible perforation in the rock, by its side, is Jacob’s Ice 
[ouse! Descending the ladder you turn to the left, and rass through a narrow open- 
still continuing to descend though less perpendicularly, to the centre of a small 
irtment, called the Dungeon. 1 he descent from the top of the Ladder to this 
place is 28 feet. 

This room communicates, by a passage about 4 ft. sq. with the Senate Chamber. 
Jl thin flat rock, stretches over nearly half of this apartment, which is only about 4© 
ft. in diameter, at the height of 8 or 10 ft. from the floor, forming a sort of Gallery, 
which doubtless caused the name already mentioned, to be given to the room. 

The Senate Chamber communicates by a high, broad opening, with a still larger 
apartment, denominated Congress Hall. 

This name must have been given, on account of its proximity to the last mentioned 
room, and not from any thing particularly appropriate in the room, itself. It is long, 
and like the Ball Room, runs nearly at right angles to the main path,—its conrse being 
dearly N. and S. and a wall, having several openings, runs through its whole length. 
The main path winds to the left as you enter the room, but we will diverge at little to 
the right, and explore the dark recess that presents itself to view. 

W1 The floor of Congress Hall is very uneven, and at the northern extremity rises 
t amewhat abruptly. Climbing this ascent if you pass through one of the openings in 
die wall mentioned above, you will be able to see through the whole extent of the 
toer half of the room, but it is impossible to traverse it,'on occount of two or three 
deep pits, that occupy the whole space between the wall and the side of the room. 

. Turning around to the right ot the opening through which you passed, your eye 
iainiy attempts to penetrate the deep, dark abyss that presents itself, and you hesitate 
ip descend. Its name—T he Internal Regions, does not offer many inducements to en¬ 
ter it and for many years, it has been supposed to contain fixed air, so that visiters 
avoid it, and it has never until recently, been thoroughly explored. 
w Our course now lies to the S. W. up a perpendicular ascent of 17 ft., to what is 
called the Lobby. From this place, an expert climber, well acquainted with the 
Cave, may pass through secret passages, and bye rooms, to the end of the cave, with¬ 
out once entering the main path, but we will pursue the accustomed route. You 
have ascended to the Lobby, only to descend again on the other side, after taking,a 
steps horizontally. A*perpendicular descent of 17 ft., brings you to the most 
ificent apartment in the whole cavern. 

'his is Washington’s Hall, so called in token of respect for the 
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and it is worthy of bearing the name. Its length 







to 20 ft., and its height about 33 ft. being re 
straight, through the whole length. 

Hot far from the centre of this room, is an immense deposite of-calcarious matter 
rising to the height of 0 or 7 ft. which, very strikingly resembles * 1 ’ 

j This is Washington’s Statue, and few can look upon 

of two or three candles which rather stimulate than repress curiosity, with- 
iencing a sensation of awe and solemnity, as if they were actually in the 
presence of the mighty dead. 

A few yards from the entrance, another room branches off to the left, to reach 
lliiiich you must ascend a bank of 5 or G ft. in height. This is called the Theatre, 
'from the fact that different parts of the room correspond to the Gallery, Stage and 

1 have said that the breadth of Washington’s Hall was from 10 to 20 ft.; this must 
fie understood only of the lower part of the room, for the arch stretches over a rock 
SO ft. high, which forms the left wall, and embraces another room called Lady Wash¬ 
ington's Hall. The entrance to this apartment, is opposite to the Statue, and is on 
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the same level with the Hall. The wall that separates the two 
thick, and has received the strange name of The Rock of Gibralter. 

You leave this splendid apartment, at the S. W. extremity, by 
high passage, running at the foot of the Pyramids of Egypt and 
At the end of this passage, in a recess at the right, is another S 

in the Lawyer’s Office. A descent of S or 10 




but 
s Needle! 
not 
you into 


, which may be considered as forming a part of The Church, ft 
irregular room, more lofty than any that we have yet entered. Its length is 192 

from 10 to 15, and its height 50! 
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in full view from below, is a great number of pendant stalactites, of 
several ft. in length, and of various sizes ranged like the pipes of an organ, and toear- 
iii. striking resemblance to them. 

If these stalactites are struck by any hard substance, they send forth sounds of va¬ 
rious pitches, according to their size, and a stick run rapidly along several of them 
at once, } reduces, a very pleasing variety of sounds. With great propriety 

called The Organ. 

Passing under the Steeple, which rests on an arch elevated not*more than 1C) feet, 
yon enter the Dining Room. This room is named from a long natural table, th 
stands on the left side, and -is not quite as large as the Church, though its height ii|i_ 
It. Was it not for the kind of wall which the Steeple makes, it might be considered is 
ft continuation of the Church, and its length is therefore included in that of the 
Church. A little to the left of the table A a small uninviting openitl£. Proceeding 
only a few paces through the opening, you suddenly find yourself in an immenfe 
Chamber, stretching from the Gallery ot the Church with which it CQmmunie|t 


his 


to the Dining Room, to its utmost extremity, and propoi tionably wide, 
s called Jackson’s Room, and the floor is very irregular. 1 

This room is rather uninteresting, but it leads to one that deserves a passing notice. 
Directly opposite the little passage which conducted you hither, is at large open! ; 
sing this, the rocks contract until only a narrow pass is left, a few feet in lengta. 
is conducts you, if not to the most magnificent, at least to the most beanlifttl mil 
interesting portion of the whole cavern. There is buL one apartment and that .is 

\rde.v ok Eoen, for so it is called, derives its beauty from the sing 1- 
jf the immense stalactites, hanging from the roof, and meeting th< 
stalagmites, which have ascended from the floor to meet them* or in few worm 
seems as if at some former period a sheet of water had poured dow 
and by some wonderful operation of Nature, had become suddenly 

continuous, but strongly resembles the folds of heav 
Qong the windings as through the mazes of a labyrini 
candle shines distincjly through any part of it. 

A portion of the floor of this room, is composed of a beautiful 

cave is a stiff clay, with very few indications - 
Dining Room, the next room, or per 
The Wilderness, from the roughne 
to the immense height ol 
look down upon our right, w'c 
eyes can scarcely penetrate through 
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Upon the very verge of the rock upon which we are stand- 
.vhite stalagmites, grouped together, among which, one 
Bonaparte with his Body Guard, crossing the Alps. Tile 
viewed from below. 

> from the Emperor, you find yourself upon m arch, 
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under which j'our company are passing, which is very appropriately 


The 










You are now upon the lowest level of the cave, and at the entrance of the 

Is Jefferson's IIai l, an extensive, but not very elevated apartment, 
Before 1 describe this room, we must diverge a little, and visit one cr two 
that branch off from the main path. Directly to your right, as you emerge 
Wilderness, there rises en immense mass, apparently of solid stalagmite, 36 
30 ft. in breadth, and 30 ft. in height; this mass*is beautiful beyond de- 
very much resembling successive stories, and is called The Tower of Ba- 
The most splendid portion of the Tower, is on the back, but it is difficult of ac- 
it is necessary to climb up the surface of the rock to the height of 15 or 20 ft. 
view however, amply repays you for the labor. 

- For a few moments, you can scarcely convince yourself that an immense body of 
water is not pouring over the precipice in a foaming cataract, so white, so dazzling 
■isthe effulgence of the rock; and when this impression is effaced the words of the 
pious Bard rush into the mind, where be describes the awful effects that will follow 
•'the consummation of all things; 

“ The Cataract, that like a Giant wroth, 

Rushed down impetuously, as seized at once 
By sudden frost, with all his hoary locks, 

Stood still!! 

One might almost imagine, that Pollok had visited this wonder, and caught the 
idea so forcibly express eu above, from viewing this magnificent scene. 

We have already so much exceeded our intended limits, that we can only look info 
e large apartment, that occupies the space behind the Tower, which is'called Sir 
Walter Scott’r Room, and then hasten back to the main path. 

Jefferson's Room, that we left some time since, is very irregular in shape, and is 235 
• ft. tong, following the various windings. 

What is commonly called the er.d of the cave, is distinguished by two singular, thin, 
lamellar rocks, 5 or G feet in diameter united at their bases, but spreading out so that 
the outer edges are several feet apart; this is called The Fly Trap! 

To the left of the Fly Trap, is a large recess, where is a fine spring, at which 
Weary visiter is glad to slake his thirst, after the fatigues of his arduous undert 1 
A few yards beyond the Fly Trr.n, there is an epening in the solid wall, 

12 ft. through which you arc admitted by a temporary ladder 
ou soon penetrate to the end of the recess, where you 
! This is a beautiful, limped Spring covered over w 
, yet sufficiently $tr< r n to heor j our weight;—in 
gives you access to the water beneath, 
t ic air of the care is clamp, but the dampness of 
seasons; if you except a morit place near the Fly 
ghoul all the cavern, so that no Gitfieultv 
mains invariably in all parts, at about fd 
“ f s. that if the cave U visited in the winter 
°!\ a proportionable degree of cold is experienced. The spring 
as for visiting, for then the aimosphere without, is nearly of 
ith that within the cave, end it is more dry at these times. 
♦The Cyclopean Towers. —On a fine morning in September 1884, a party of which 
dw writer was one, consisting for the most part of gentlemen who had met together in 
liti! town of Staunton from various sect ions of the Union, resolved on a visit to certain 
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Mm&rkable natural structure! which lay in the neighborhoc 
Springs, and about twenty miles distant from the place of tliei 
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.yalley, which though in places narrow, was of considerable length,—and when seen 
m an elevated position, appeared like the bed of an ancient lake, or as it really is, 
alluvial border of a flowing stream. The strata of limestone hills, followed their 
order of parallel lines to the great mountains of our continent, as though a 
strong current had once swept through this magnificent valley, forming in its course 
islands and promontories, which are now discoverable in numerous short hills and 
rocky btufls, that are citheir naked and barren, or covered with a growth of stately 
trees. It was at such a projection, that we first descried the gray summits of what 
seemed a ruinous castle,—resembling those which were raised in feudal times to 
guard the passes of the Rhine, or like such as are still seen in mouldering majesty,on 
many an Alpine rock. These summits or towers, of which there are seven, lilted 
their heads above the lolly elms, like so many antique chimnics in the midst of .a 
grove; but, on approaching them nearer, our pleasure was greatly increased, to find 
them rise almost perpendicularly from the bed of a small stream, which winding 
around their base, serves as a natural moat to a building not made with mortal hands. 
The southern front of this colossal pile, presents a wall of about sixty feet elevation, 
terminating in three towers of irregular height, and perforated at its base by a cav¬ 
ern,—which, by an apt association, was denominated “ Vulcan's Forge," The tower 
on the extreme right, was unanimously called “ Cocke's Tower" —in honor of one of 
our party who ascended it. On the left, are two other isolated towers,—of which the 
centre or smaller one was distinguished as the “ Hymcnial Altar" —a name which had 
its origin partly in a jev d'esprit , and partly on account of a shady bower in its rear, 
which seemed an appropriate shade to mantle maiden’s blushes. The furthest ana 
tallest, received the title of the “ Tower of Babel' This is also the most perpendicular 

.ui II. ii m . . hi " . % n * . « n • i 16 ,R " * * 



rocky structures; an archway passes through it, by w hi;h there is uneasy 
ascent to the remaining two, which stand on the acclivity of the hill,—-and though of 
less altitude, are not of inferior beauty to the rest. One of them, which is of a round 
form, and flat at the top, and on that account received the appellation of the “ Table 
Bock ' —affords from its summit a splendid view of the whole; the other, and lost of 
the five, we distinguished os “ Shelton's Rock"— from one of our party. 

These rocks in their formation resemble the palisades on the Hudson river—but are 
more regular in their strata,—which appear to have been arranged in huge masses of 
perfect workmanship—with projections like cornices of Gothic architecture, in a stale 
of dilapidation. Those who are acquainted with the structure of the Cyclopean walls 
of the ancients^ would be struck with the resemblance,—which suggested the name at 
the head of this article. 

We pause to inquire why these primeval fragments of the world have remained so 
long unnoticed! Why is it that men are so easily awakened to the liveliest interest 
ill distant objects, and yet neglect those which are nearer and more accessible? “ A 
prophet” it hath been said on high authority, “hath honor save in his own country,” 
ana to that strange propensity of the mind to contemn whatever is familiar, mist be 
" ' ’ * ;t of many of the richest treasures a 

wealth and distinction to foreign enterprise 

known in the surrounding country, bv the homely appellation 

has ever stopped to examine them, or to inquire 
pile in such a spot. Imagination may indeed con- 
structure was once the SofUa of a narrow strait connecting the 
the S. until their accumulated pressure burst through the Blue 

in their subsidence these towers, as a perpetual 
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net and chair maker, and 1 pottery. 

190 persons; of whom 2 
are physicians 

Hew Hope, P. V. 114 ms. from 
R. and 152 S. W. by W. of W. This 
little village contains several dwelling 
houses, 2 mercantile stores, 1 apothe¬ 
cary shop, I house of public worship, 
free for all denominations, 2 taverns, 
2 tailors and 1 house joiner. Popu- 
lation 40 persons; of whom 2 aie 
physicians. 

prino Farm, P. O. 151 ms. S. W. 
by W. of W. and 122 from R. 

STAUNTON, P. V. and County 





extended* until it has surmounted 
surrounding hills, and now 
bles an amphitheatre in form, 
streets are quite regular, running 
right angles, and have specific names, 
hut like many other old towns, they 
are too narrow. This probably arise® 
from the necessity that existed when 
they were founded, of living as com¬ 
pactly as possible, that the in habitants 
might more easily repel the incursions 
of a savage enemy, who dwelt in the 
surrounding forests and mountains. 
It became a corporate borough in 
1801, having a mayor, 6 aldermen 


Seat , 163 ms. S. W. of W. 121 N.jand 4 common council men. 

W. by W. of R. and 40 a little N. ofj At present it contains about 200 
W.from Charlottesville; situated in lat.[dwelling houses, exclusive of stores, 
38° 9' N. and in long. 2° 03' W. of; shops, offices, dec. and its population, 

W., on one of the extreme head bran-[according to the census of I 

the E. fork of Shenandoah j 2,000. There are 13 
stands on the fine valley 1 book store, 1 

the Blue Ridge and Kitta- confectioner, 4 groceries, 

between the Blue Ridge and makers, 2 wagon makers 
North mountain chains, a little N. of 7 blacksmiths, 3 tan 
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handsome 

Me 







tilese ministers officiate belong to the 
? byte nan, Episcopalian and Me¬ 
thodist denominations, and are a!] 

The pub- 
and jail, built 
H., a county 
house, all 
are also 4 ex¬ 
tensive ' 

Much attention is paid to education 

many young per¬ 
sons of both sexes, are sent here from 
all parts of the country, to attend the 
various schools. There are 2 female 
seminaries, and a male academy; all 

respectively several 
are in a flourishing con¬ 
dition, besides 4 primary schools. 

The Western Lunatic Hospital is 
located in Staunton, and is a noble 
pile of buildings: it is sufficiently com- 
modious to accommodate 37 lunatics* 
but is at the present time, being en¬ 
larged, by the addition of two exten¬ 
sive wings, which, when completed, 
will accommodate 40 more. 

An act has passed the General As- 
mbly, authorising the establishment 
also, of a Deaf and Dumb Asylum as 
soon as funds can be procured for 
that purpose. 

Lewis’ creek runs through the cen¬ 
tre of the town, and has sufficient fall 
to turn a chopping mill, a grist mill 
and a carding machine. There is 
sufficient unemployed water pow¬ 
er to drive a cotton or woollen facto¬ 
ry of considerable extent, and an en¬ 
terprising capitalist might profitably 
invest some portion of his capital in 
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Steel’s Tavern 
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Waynesboro 
R. and 150 from W. 
western foot of the 
South river. 

•F 

dustrious and wealthy little village, 
located in a beautiful and picturesque 
situation, in a fertile and well watered 
country, on the main stage road lead¬ 
ing from Charlottesville to Staunton, 
30 ms. N. W. of the former, and 12 
E. S. E. of the latter. The present 
town is called Waynesboro’, junior, 
(Waynesboro’, senior, lying" a little 
N. having fallen into rums.) It con¬ 
tains 70 dwelling houses, 5 mercan¬ 
tile stores, 2 houses of public worship, 
(1 Methodist and 1 Presbyterian,) 
l incorporated academy, 1 common 
school and public library, I extensive 
manufacturing flour mill and a wool 
carding machine, 1 hotel (kept in th6 
best style,) 2 tanyards, 2 saddlers, 3 
tailors, 1 hatter, 1 silver smith and 
watch maker, 1 wagon maker, 1 chair 
maker, 2 cabinet makers, 3 
shoe factories, and 3 
shops. Population not 
persons; of whom 4 arc re 
sicians. 




BATH. 



ath County 
Augusta, 




on the W 


by the Legislature in 
Greenbrier. It is bounded 
—Alleghany on the 
the N. W., * “ 











on the E. 
Greenbrier 
, Its 



. - Since this 
Which will be 



has contracted 









a new C. EL 
county in tiling! 


320 


teat, from 
gh&ny ridfc on 
to Alleghany 
tending in * 




mountain on 
25 miles, and 
. 40 miles; and area 
50' to 38° 25' N. and in 


E., to 




main Alte¬ 
on the N, E. 
square miles, Ex- 
2 ° 18’ to 3° W. of 






about 




fls 

mountain 
ture 




river, and 









country is very broken and in 
he eastern base of the great 
of it may be considered arable land, the mean 

ocean. It is well watered by 
creek, (the latter washing the base 
the Cow Pasture river, and its tributary 
have their sources in Pendleton count 
Pasture, afterwards forming a junction in 
stream is styled James river. Into these streams 
mountains numerous branches and rivulets,* affording 

mills and machinery. Each of those streams are separated by 
mountain running parallel thereto, none of which are considerable or 
known by any name, beyond the limits of the county, except Jackson's or 
the Warm Spring mountain. They are not remarkable for their height, 
and excepting the one already mentioned do not exceed from 300 to 500 
from their base, and are by no means sterile : the soil on them being 
erably good, and neither too rocky or too steep for tillage ; producing 
most 'valuable kinds of timber, an extraordinary variety of shrubbe ’ 
and herbage, and abounding in limestone, iron ore, and springs of excel¬ 
lent water. But it is as a grazing ground that they are chiefly valuable. 
Large herds of cattle, ranging on them in the summer months. 

The vallies 'between the mountains, which are from 2 to 5 miles wide, 
tro very fertile, a considerable portion entirely level, and in a fine state of 
cultivation, producing abundant crops of grain and hay. The average 
roduce per acre, being as follows, to wit. wheat and rye 20 to 30 bushe 
ian corn 25 to 40; oats 20 to 30 ; buckwheat, and barley 25; 
and turnips 100 bushels; flax, 200 lbs.; hemp 800 lbs.; and hay 
two tons. The meadows are particularly fine, and the kinds of 
titrated are, timothy, clover, and blue grass, all of which flourish ext 
ingiy. A soil so well adapted to grain and grass, naturally induced 
proprietors to turn their attention to live slock. Accordingly, horses, 
mules, cattle, (of the finest breeds) sheep and hogs arc raised, 

number of them annually driven to market, 
management of live stock, is the dairy, which is here wc 
Large quantities of butter are made and sent to market, 
article of which the quantity made is greater than the consumption 

Out of the flax and wool which they grow 
manufacture all the clothing worn by themselves 
















■ t Fulling Spring Creek deserves notice 
Spring mountains about 20 miles S. W. of the Warm 
valley. About three-quarters of a mile from its source, 
into the valley below. The sheet of water is broken i 
two or three places, but not at all in its height.—Betw 
bottom one may walk across dry. This cataract wi 
of Niagara as to the quantity of water composing it 
feet wile above, and somewhat more below, but it is half 
being only 15 «feet according the mensuration made by 
Governor of Canada, and 130 according to a more rcceiit 
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, 5,237—in 1830, 4,002. Bath 
it, and 9th district. Tax paid in 1833, 

land, §468 69—634 slaves, §158 
10 studs, §73 00—6 coaches, §14 00—5 carryalls 
00 —Total, §848 07. Expended in educating poor 
53—in 1833, §203 75. 
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' Bull Pasture, P. O. 164 miles [houses, 2 houses of public worship 
from R. and 206 from W. This is |( 1 Methodist, and the other free for 




local name given to the higher 
part of Cow Pasture river, or the 


middle constituent of the James. It ics; the whole population is 630 per 





rises in Pendleton and flows S. 20° 
.W. to its confluence with the Cow 

Pasture in Bath. It is about 20 ms. 
in length, 10 of which distance is in 
each of the two counties. In that 

of the Bull Pasture valley, 

lies in Bath, there are located 

37 dwelling houses, 1 Presbyterian 

of worship, 1 school, 1 mer- 
store, a saddler, tailor, tilt- 
hammer, and manufacturing mill; 
and a population of about 370 persons. 
The principal occupation of the in- 

riculture. In this 
is a large spring 
to which no hot- 
found. It rises 
rocks, from under 
soruce pine, and 


all denominations,) I mercantile 
store, 1 tanyard, and various median* 

« .1 1 « * . 811 % am. 




a bank covered 
called 



sons, one of whom, is a physicians. 

Flowing Spring, P. O. 206 ms. 
S. W. of W. and 164 N. W. of R, 
situated in the valley ‘ of the Cow 

Pasture, - 16 ms. N- E. of the Warm 
Springs. There is no town or vil¬ 
lage at the place,, and the spring ill 
private property. This spring inter¬ 
mits, or ebbs and flows, affording* 
when the tide is up, sufficient water 
for a grist mill, and 
leaves a stream large e 
supply of a distillery 
The water is of the 
quality, equal in 
water. In the dryest w 
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perty, 
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three 


dressing rooms attached. The 
comm ions though considerably 
improved in the last two years, are 
still very defective. The pro 
however has been recently pure 
by Dr. Goode, who has commenc 1 
its improvement on an extensive scale, 
and will probably in the course of 
two years have a sufficient number 
of buildings erected to accommodate 
alley, P. O. 157 ms.Sail who are desirous of obtaining re¬ 
lief from the waters. These writers 
are principally celebrated for their 
efficacy in 

dyspeptic, and liver flections, 
are however resorted to for 
species of disease, and perhaps there 
is none in which one or the other 
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If. W. by W. of R. and 199 S. W. 
by W. of W., situated -on Stewart 1 s 
creek, a branch of the Cow Pasture 
fiver, 12 me. E. of the Warm Springs, 
on the main post road. 

Hot Springs, P. O. 217 ms. 8. 

W. by W. of W. and 175 N. W. by 
W. of R.—-situated between the Cow [.the baths have not proved beneficial. 
Pasture and the eastern branch of] There are no local improvements at 
fackson’s river, at the base of a lofty ! the Hot Springs, excepting those 




fountain of the same name, 5 ms. S. 
L W. of the Warm Springs, and 57 
III, W, by W. of Staunton, on the main 
post road leading from Richmond to 
Guy tndotte on the Ohio. These 
ipnngs are numerous, probably 
mounting to twenty, issuing from the 
hill upon which the hotel is situated, 
mi all varyin g in tlielr temperature, 
presenting every variety, from 51° to 
107°. As yet however there have 
•been only three baths constructed. 


mentioned. The country around to 
a considerable extent being the pro¬ 
perty of an individual, it has pre¬ 
vented the settlement of mechanics, 
merchants, or professional men. The 
proprietor, Dr Goode, is himself an 
eminent physician. 

Three miles S. W. of the Hot 
Springs, are situated what are called 
the Healing Springs. They have 
not yet come fully into notice, but 
have of late met with considerable 


One called the hot bath or boiler,' attention, and it is confidently believ 






ever which there has been erected a 

handsome building,- con- 
rooms; a portion of 
which together with one*half- of the! 












ed by those who are acquainted with 
the efficacy of their waters, 
best in the United States 
. of several small warm springs 
priated exclusively to i have never been analized 
residue with the other' performed some 
half of the bath to gentlemen. The 1 cures where the other mineral springs 
second bath is called the Spout, from] have failed, 
n pipe of water of the temperature of] Milboro' Spring, P. ¥. 1 

s into the body ofifrom R. and 
height of 7 or 8 feetj Milboro’ is a 
The third is called on the free 
Its tempera- from 

with that Gap, to the 
system ; j W. of 
is now in progress of 22 N. 

house, nearly Cow Pasture river, which is naviga- 
with convenient 1 ble from this noint by boats for three 
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industrious 


wealthy 


, and 
of R. 


m the year. ■ It contains 25 tag in abundance, grass, com, wheat, 
buildings, several of which arc of rye, its, potatoes, buckwheat, flax, 
brick, a mercantile store, tavern, |dc-c. The timber is, 8tigmr maple, 
manufacturing flour mill, blacksmith chesnut, beech, various kinds of oik, 
and tilt-hammer chop, (on an oxtcn- sycamore. locust, hickory and wal- 
aive scale,) 1 wagon maker, and 1 nut. The neighborhood is thickly 
batter. The situation of this village settled with indiiitrious and wealthy 
is pleasant and eligible,- -near a sul- farmers. 

phur spring, which km teen famed WARM SPRINGS, P. , V, and 
for the medicinal qualities of its smi of justice, 170 ma. N. W, of R. 
wmters, and was formerly much fre- and 212 S. W. of W. This .village 
auented. This is-a place of consi-is situated in a narrow valley, bet ween 
oemble business, being located in a two high mountains, which run par 
thickly nettled neighborhood, aur* rallel from N. E. to Sv W. Thin 
rounded by handsome and fertile view from many points of these 
farms, producing all kinds of grain mountains is grand and picturesque 
and stock. 'One mile from this vil- in -the extreme. The -beauty and 
lage, on the right hand aide of the grandeur of the scene from the Warm 

turnpike leading to the Warm Springs, Spring Rock, has become very celt. 

is situated the Blowing Cave. Near brated; but must be seen to beappre- 
the north bank of the Cow Pasture ciated. This village contains besides 
river, between the cave and Milboro’, the ordinary county buildings, about 
stands a house of public worship, 14 dwelling houses, 2 mercantile 
called the Wind Caoe Meeting stores, ■ 1 saddler, * 2 tailors, and 8 
House, which is free for all denomi- blacksmiths. The ordinary popula¬ 
tions. A turnpike road is being lion, consists of about 137 persons, of 
made from this place to Lexington, a whom 1 is a physiciam. The ao- 
conulderable portion of which is al- commodations for tisiters to the war 
wady in operation. ters are also very extensive, consist- 

Ruckmanvillb, P. O. 180 ms. mg of about five and twenty cabins, 
from R. and 222 S. W. by W. from most of which are of brick, betides 
W. Ruckmanville, though called a the new Thermal Hotel , which has 
village, is simply a post office, estab- lately been erected, at great cost to 
fished in 1827, and called after the the proprietors, and which is a* large 
proprietor of the place, who resides brick building, about 135 feet long, 
here and keeps a house of entertain- containing a dining room for 200 
ment. It is situated 27 ms. N. of persons, a drawing room, a ball room, 
the Warm Springs, on the main post and about five and twenty comfortable 
road leading from Franklin to Hun- chambers. The front is adorned by 
tersville, and 25 ms. from the mouth of a large portico, the whole length of 
Back creek. This creek rises in the house, supported by fourteen Dct- 
Pendleton county, and after running rie columns, which affords an agree* 
40 or 50 ms. along the eastern base able shade during the heat of the day, 
of the Alleghany mountain empties [and a fine promenade, as well for the 
into Jackson's river, a branch of the invalid, as for the beaux and belles. 
James. Its principal branches are Any one who has ever taken the 
the Valley branch, which intersects bath here will never forget its luxu* 
the same at Ruckmanville, and Little ry, and-to those who have not, it in 
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as well for the 
iux and belles, 
ever taken the 
forget its luxu* 
have not, it is 
a just idea of 
is it causes, 
gretted, that all 
water* have ipt 



a ■ 

been faithfully analysed. Thousands 
of our citizens annually resort to the 






sickness by 







the Blue 
preserving 
The climate in 
cannot be sur- 
very many 
from pain and 
united power of air 
,no one thinks 
whose contents are 
ascertained by men of 

v 

unfortunately in our 
ious libations are made, 
is Known whether the quali¬ 
ty of the water is adapted to the par¬ 
ticular case or not. A careful analy- 
■iil of the water at the Warm Springs 
has been obligingly furnished to the 
proprietors by a distinguished Pro- 
leasor of Chemistry, (Mr. Rogers, of 


not accura 
•deuce; 






A trace 




Lime 
Soda, no 
of Muriate 


From 
implicitly 
while the 
most luxurious 
they contain 
gases, which act 
diuretic and 
and vigor to 
is well ascertained in 
that waters of a 
tend more to strengthen 
organs than those of a 
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23 706 ” 
may be 
appears • that 
afford the 
world. 






ture; but it is found, 
periment, that the water at the 
Springs retains a considerable por¬ 
tion of its useful qualities when bot¬ 
tled in the Spring, and then cooled 
William and Mary,) and the result is I by immersing the bottles in cold 


as follows 

"Contents of the Waters of the Bath , 

■ at the Warm Springs, as ascer¬ 
tained by Chemical Analysis: 

■ • “ The bath is an Octagon 38 ft. in 
diameter, and 16 ft. 9 in. inside—its 
urea is 1163 77 ft. 

“The ordinary depth of water be¬ 
ing 5 ft. the cubic capacity is 5818.86 


water or even ice, and this plan is 
adopted by many of those who have 
a repugnance to the use of warm 
water. 

County Courts are held on the 
_ Monday in every momh : — Quarter* 
\1y in March , June, August and No¬ 
vember. 

Judge Taylor, holds his Circuit 
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fi or 43533 32 gallons. Not with-j Superior Court of Law and Chance- 

standing the leaks , this quantity of ry on the 2 5th of April and Sep ten- 
water will flow into the Reservoir, in her 

one hour. Willsonvit.le, P. O. 

average temperature of the W. by W. of R. 
deg. Fahrenheit. The W. of W., situated in¬ 
rises in the Bath, con- ern part of the county. 
en , with minute quon- is the name of a farn 

Hydrogen and P. O. is located, and 

! more than 1200 acres 
Gas, each gallon of: are level and in 
1.5 cubic inches ofducmg well, w 

buckwheat, &c. 

3.25 cub. in.-duces per annum 
.25 do. jwt. of butter 
do. smith’s shop 
one gal-1the centre 
: j mov 

3.968' As a 
984; with any in 
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and South Branch of Potomac, 
eeklymail arrives here on every 


B111LEY- 




ton 
breadth 13 
45' N. and 





in 1772, from a portion of 
m d; Jefferson E. and S. E. -Frederick 
. W.—and by the Potomac, separating it 

, N. and N. E, Its mean length is 
area 308 sq. ms. It extends in lat. froi 

from 1° 14' to 2° IP W. of W. C. Back 
creeks run through this county in nearly parallel directions, and near the 
borders of the county, in a northeasterly direction, and give the general 
■■slope of the county their own direction. The surface of this county in 
much broken, and very mountainous; the arable surface of the Arina has m 
mean elevation of from 5 to to 700 feet above tide water. 

Anthracite coal has lately been discovered in the western section of this 
county of a very superior quality, and in great abundance. The valley in 
which it is found is a continuation of the valley which produces such large 
quantities in Pensylvania, and the proximity of the mine to the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canals wil) afford the facilities of a ready transportation to mar¬ 
ket. This discovery if it should prove as successful as there is every rea- 
son to anticipate, will convert a region heretofore ba rren and almost without 
a single inhabitant, into nn inexhaustible source of private and public 
wealth—multiplying the inhabitants, extending the comfort of individuals 
and adding to the permanent revenue of the State. 

Population in 1810, 11,479,—in 1820 , 11,211—in 1830, 10,528. This 
county belongs to the 13th judicial circuit and 7th district. Tax paid in 
1833, $3401 46—in 1834, on lots, #238 79—land, #2194 90—975 slave* 
l|242 75—4369 horses, §264 19—20 studs,- #162 00—65 coaphet, 
#143 65—11 carryalls, #11 60—12 gigs, §11 05. Total, #3267 48. 

in educating poor children in 1832, #854 18 — in 1883, 

#570 09 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, 


,lb, P. O. recent-j 

V. 165 ms. from 
situated on Sul - 
branch of Ope- 
of Harper’s 
road leading 
VinehesteT, 7 
and 15 from the 
beautiful stream called 





quhan, 25 
Ferry, and 
from Mmriimbmg 
ms. from the 
latter, near 



Middle Creek. The soil in the vi¬ 
cinity is very fertile and principally 




limestone formation 
around is picturesque 
It contains 
mercantile stores, 
worship, 

schools, 1 fulling and 
lishment, 1 manufacturin 
1 tavern, 1 tanyard, 1 sa 
gon maker, and 



houses, 2 







ous class of 
pring is 



common 
estab-‘ 
flour mill, 
1 wa* 
weavers; coopers 
the moat numer- 
A Sulphur 
about | ms. E. off 



passing 

f in tile 


this place on a little creek which 
&Us into the Opequan, at the distance! with 
of 300 yards from the spring. Here 
the scenery is delightful. The beau¬ 
tiful Opequan winds and meanders 
along in a manner that must interest 
the dullest fancy. There is a large 
house near this spring which was 
occupied as a boarding house some 3 
or 4 years since, when these springs 
were in vogue. These waters are 
strongly impreganted with sulphuret¬ 
ted hydrogen, and act as a gentle 

E rgative, from which it may be 
red that they contain saline mat- 
far. It was a. place of much resort, 
but is now from the want of accoin- 
inodation, visited only by the passing 
traveller, or those who dwell in the 
vicinity. This is to be regretted, for 
with its scenery and the excellent 

D ualities of the waters,! it could not 
kill to be a source of renovation to 
the invalid. 

Falling Watkbs, P. O. 79 ms. 

N. W. of W. and 180 from R. The 
Falling Waters are situated on the 

bank of the Potomac, about lat, 39° 

29 1 N. and long. 0° 44' W. of W. C., 

8 ms. from Martinsburg, and 5 S. 

W. of Williamsport, Md. at the 
isthmus formed by a circular bend in 
the river, of about 21 ms. in perime¬ 
ter, and only 4 across. It contains 
but 3 dwelling houses, 1 of which 
has been long occupied as a tavern, 

1 manufacturing flour mill, a mill 
for grinding lime for hydraulic ce¬ 
ment, a cooper’s shop and post office. 
Population 34, 9 of whom are slaves. 
There are in the vicinity 1 Presby- 
terian and 2 Methodist houses of 
worshio. and 1 school, in which is 




an JLngiisn eaucat 
Ituaied immediate 
the fiver, and a 
stream from a la 
rises about §6 ro 
which is dammed 

height of twenty-1 

beautify pond, w 


large 

rods 


ml, in which is 
ary branches of 
. The mills are 
on the banks of 
moved by the 
spring which 
from them, and 
the mill to the 






resort of water fowl, and abounds 
with fish of a superior quality to 
those in the river. The view from 

this point of the valley of the Pol#. 

mac, and the Chesapeake and Ohio 
nanal, for several miles up and down 
the river, is highly picturesque. The 
soil in this neighborhood is various, 
but generally consists of a bright 
yellowish clay. It produces from" 15 
to 20 bushels of wheat to the acre, 
and about the same quantity of maize, 
but the low grounds on the margin 
of the river are generally dark and 
loamy, and produce from 20 to 25 
bushels to the acre. The principal 
productions are wheat, rye, maize, 
and potatoes. The gardens produce 
in abundance all the culinary veget¬ 
ables adapted to the climate, and the 
lands generally nearly all of the fruit 
trees, forest trees, shrubs, Ax. that 
are to be found in the same latitude. 
Iron ore is found in many places on 
the surface of the ground, but no at¬ 
tempt ham ever been made to 'discover 
a mine. Limestone and a species of 
soft slate abound. There is an ex¬ 
cellent never failing chalybeate spring 
at Grigg’s Tavern. |The name of 
Falling Waters was given to this 
place before the mills were erected, 
from the precipitous fall of the mill 
stream over a large alluvial rock, 
which is 200 feet above the surface of 
the river. 

Gerardbtown, P. V. 166 ms. from 
R. and 87 from W., situated in the 
southern part of the county. This 
village contains 35 dwelling houses, 
2 mercantile stores, 1 tavern, 3 houses 
of public worship, (1 Presbyterian, 1 
Methodist and i Lutheran,) ill com¬ 
mon school, 1 temperance society, 1 
bible society, 1 tract society, and 1 
well organized Sunday school, 1 lan¬ 
yard, 1 saddler, 2 blacksmith shops, 
2 wagon makers, 4 boot and shoe 
factories, and 3 weavers. In the 
vicinity and on mill creek, are 4 
manufacturing flour mills, I grist 
mill and i carding machint, Popu- 
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' MARTIN 

seat 
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ami 

tinsburg is a 
Tillage 







ma 
wc 
temperance, 


_ and 
from R. and 
39° 27' N. 
W. C. Mar- 
and wealthy 
besides the court* 
houses, many 
and spacious 
miscellaneous 
public worship, (3 
1 of brick—for 
Lutherans, Roman 
Episcopalians,) a well 
house, 1 male and 1 fe- 
; 3 common schools, 4 
Sunday schools, a 
missionary, bible, and 


colonization society, an alms house, 

2 manufacturing flour mills, 1 wool¬ 
en manufactory, and i iron and brass 
foundry, with a cupola furnace, and 
water power, and 2 cl ruggist shops. 
The mechanical pursuits are—2 
printing offices, each issuing a week¬ 
ly paper, 2 tanyards, 2 saddleries, 2 








N. W 



I confectioner« 
chair maker, 4 wagon 
maker, 1 hatter, 2 
cabinet makers,2 tin and coppersmiths, 
2 white smiths, and 3 blacksmiths. 
Population in 1830, 1600 persona, of 
whom 4 are resident attomica and 5 
physicians. 

22 ms. N. of Winchester, 
of Harper’s Fer 
liamsport, on the 
the Potomcc, 10 
perch town, 25 
Springs, 5 E. of North 
and 7 miles S. of the nearest 
the Potomac river, and 
and Ohio canal. 

County Courts are held on the 2 d 
Monday in every month;— Quarter* 
ly in March, June, August and .Vo- 
vember. 

Judge Parker holds his Circuit 
Superior Courts of Law and Chancery 
on the 19th of March and JlSfJIi of 
September. 

Mill Creek, P. C), 162 ms. from 

R. and 83 from W. 




BOTETOURT. 


Botetourt was created bjr act of Assembly in 1769, and formed out of 


a part of Augusta county. 

ifoi 






course 






Salem on 
abov 



is bounded N. by Alleghany,—N. E, by 
E. by Bedford,— S. by Franklin,—S. W. by Montgomery 
and W. by Giles and Monroe. Its mean length is 37 miles—breadth 
anil aTea 1057 sq. ms. It extends in lat. from 37° 08' to 37° 

to 3° 19' W. of W. C. This mountainous 
two directions,—the one eastward towards 
James and Roanoke rivers, and the other 
Valley, between the Blue Ridge 
, and in the southern part of the 
Pattonsburg on James river, in 
feet. The acclivity is ra 
border m Pott’s mountain, and the mean elevation 
be assumed at 1250 feet. There is a great deal 
knell in this county. The great body of the 
James and its tributaries, but the southern an 
branches; both river* are navigable from this 
Population in 1820, 13,590—in 1880, 
the 17th judicial circuit 

1834 on tots, §259 64—on land, #2 








northeastern part 
the western 
arable soil may 
valuable fertile 
drained by the 
Roanoke and its 
water, 
county belongs to 
3, §3682- 00 
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gigs, $9 00. Total, 18760 87 
in 1832. $982 58—in 1888, $932 216. 
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181 ms. W. of Sulphur 







and 240 







Greenbrier, and 
estimation by 
Accom- 

70 or 



western 




free 











situated in a'are^eld in 
<"* | 

county, 15 ms,-those who 
16 from Salem, and !modat ions are 

directly on the main 1 persons. 

" It contain* 80!* FINCASTLE, 
of public worship, ' justice, 176 ras. W. 
denominations, 1 general | W. of W. in lat. . 

3 blacksmith shops,!2° 57' W. of W. C. 
milker, 1 wagon maker, and ; and wealthy village* situated on 
2 saddlers. Population 109 persons,; right, ban It of Catawba 

1 is a physician. j contains besides the ordinary 

- Bio Lick, P. O., situated in the! buildings 260 dwelling houses, and 
southeastern part of the countv. 53, mechanics shops, most of which are 
ms. S. W. of Lynchburg, 173 W. of*| built with brick, a Presbyterian, Epis- 
R. and 250 S. W. by W. of W. . <copalian, and a Methodist house .of 
Botetourt Sinkings, P. O. 189 [worship, 1 male and I female acade¬ 
me. W. of R. and 246 from W., situ- j my, 1 well organized ire company, 

ated on, the main valley post road,! 1 temperance society, 3 taverns,.6 

leading from Winchester, Va. toj mercantile stores, 2 druggist's shops, 
Knoxville, Ten., about 12 ms. W. of| 1 manufacturing flour mill, to- which 
Fincastle. The houses are sufficient, is attached a wool-carding machine* 
for the accommodation of about 100[and an oil mill. The mechanical es- 
visiters,—are built of brick, and;tablishments are,—1 printing office, 
handsomely arranged in the form of! issuing a weekly paper, 1 confection- 
three sides of a square. The mine- ary, 2 clock and watch makers, 1 
ml spring contains sulphur, magne- gun smith, 4 blacksmiths, 4 boot and 
sift, .and carbonic acid gas. There is'shoe factories, 2 tailors, 2 hatters, 2 


on the name tract a house of public 
worship, free for all denominations. 
Buchanan, see Pattons! u eg. 



tanners, 5 cabinet makers 
joiners, 2 wheelwrights, 1 
ker, 1 copper-smith and tin 


house- 




Clover Dale, P. O. 186 ms. W worker, 4 saddlers, 4 wagon makers, 
of R. and 244 from W. ! and 1 saddle-tree maker. White 


- Craig 
from W. 



P. O. 243 ms. 




84 from R.—8 ms. W.|are attorneys, 

jcians; slaves 

fringe, situated in the total 703. 

county, within! vested in ? 


population 468 persons; of 



County 
Monday in ev 


of James 
g and Buch- 
to the White! in March 
which they ber. 
Lexington 

the same distance from Superior 
*the Natural Bridge. The water is eery on the 
similar in quality to that of the White 


anan, on 
Sulphur 
are 

22, and 



powers are 
annually, 
on the 2d 








s his Circuit 
Law and Chan- 
April and Sep- 





BOTETOURT. 








ms. from 









stores, 




Fluxx’s 
and 241 

HENDERSON 9 *, 

R. and 227 S. W, 

Nbw Castlj P. V. 193 ms, from 
It and 252 S. W. by W, of W, situ¬ 
ated itt tit© western part of the coun- 

raig’s creek, 15 
It contains 
3 mercantile 
flour mill, 1 
oil mill, 1 wool card¬ 
ie macnme, i tavern, 1 academy, 

and 1 house of public worship, (Me¬ 
thodist,) 1 iron foundry, 1 blacksmith 
shop, 2 boot and shoe factories, 1 tan 
yard, 2 cabinet makers, 1 hatter, 1 
wagon maker, 1 saddler, 1 tailor, 1 
house carpenter, and 1 boat builder. 
Population 105. 

ATTONSBURG AND BUCHANAN, 

P. Villages, 181 ms. from R. and 
223 N. W. of W. These two vil- 
lages were incorporated by an act of 
Assembly of 1832-3. They are sit¬ 
uated on James river, the first on the 
If. and the last on the S. side. < The 
two are connected by a handsome, 
rmanent toll-bridge across the river, 
hey are 25 miles above Lexington, 
12 below Fincastle, and 40 N. W. 








about an 
about 
mercantile 
wo; 

free for 

, 8 

bag 
tilt hammer 

saw 

' to 









equal size 
50 

stores, 1 
handsome 
denominations, 
tobacco and 1 
factory, 1 
manufactory, 1 
(and one other 
bacco warehouse, 
spection has been revived, 
spection of flour. The mechanical 
establishments are—1 tannery, 1 iiind* 
dlery, 1 boot and shoe factory, 3 tafr 
lors, 3 smith shops, 1 thrashing ma¬ 
chine factory, and several wheel¬ 
wrights, carpenters and bricklayers. 
In addition to which several private 
residences and a considerable mer¬ 
cantile establishment- are erecting in 
the vicinity of the western ena of 
Buchanan. Population in both vil¬ 
lages about 356 persons; of whom 1 
are attorneys and 2 regular physi¬ 
cians. 

Rebecca Furnacx, P. O. 178 
ms. from R. and 220 N. W. of W. 
This furnace and another four and a 
half miles distant from it, are the 
property of Mr D. J. Wilson; they 




by W. of Lynchburg. Tho main | are situated on Longs Entry creek, a 
western valley stage road runs thro’ branch of James river, within three 
each of them, ana the stage passes and a half miles of the river, which 
daily either up or down. The ad-is navigable thus far for boats of from 
vantages for trade possessed by the four to seven tons burthen. The 

above those of any other; post office is located 
town in Western Virginia, are such;Fincastle, 22 N. 
as to insure their gradual if not rapid! and 15 ms. from 
increase. The contemplated im-, Buchanan, and 
provements on James river, and the!from the furnace, 
construction of roads opening a bet-ltablishments called 

the adjacent!the Jane furnaces 
will great- operatives, 

they will The former of these furnaces 31! a 

and hae 
ge from 

800 to 850 tons of pig metal, per an¬ 
num. The latter has been in op i- 
lion onlv one year, and manufactur i 
ual quantity. There it a White 
ur Spring adjoining the far* 
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parts 

but alio of most 
wagoned by 
ajia^astwn 


of depositej been in 

of many of manufactured on 
nia, and 















place 

for nevera 





yace property, similar in quality to the 
well Known White Sulphur in Green¬ 
brier county, and is called by the 
name of 
fprings. 

Ill en sold 
mond 
•eme 


Wilson's 
property has lately 
gentleman of Rich- 

it in a hand- 
first rate 
must become a 
resort, aa it has 
past been visited by 
ersons, and has given 
where other springs have been 
-known to fad.—There is also a forge 
within 7 or 8 miles of these furnaces, 

the name of James river 
ioTgpe, at which arc employed from GO 
J;o 100 operatives, principally black: 
manufacturing from 2 to 300 tons of 
bar iron annually. 

Salem, P. V. 180 ms. from R. and 
$56 S. W. of W., situated in the 
southern part ot the county, GO ms. 
8..W. of Lynch burg, in the Great Val- 

S jf between the Blue Ridge and 
orth mountain, at an elevation of 




1020 
lantic. 




above the level of the- At- 
contains 70 houses, -includ¬ 
ing mechanic shops, ./kc., 6 mercan¬ 
tile stores, 3 tavern*, 3 houses of. pub- 



Presby 
female and 
man # * ff 

wool 
(and 





lie \v 
terian 

1 male school 
flour mill, with 
carding 
1 other in the 

HP 

mill annexed, both running 
buhrs and 2 pair of country atones 
and elevators,) 1 tan yard, 1 cabinet 
maker, 2 saddlers, 5 blacksmith, 
shops, l boot and shoe factory, 2 tai¬ 
lors, 1 extensive wheat fan manufac¬ 
tory, several carpenters, 1 house 
painter, and 1 hat manufactory. The 
Roanoke navigation from Weldon, 
N. C. to this place is completed, by 
canals, sluices, <5tc.^-dislance from 
Weldon to Salem 244 ms. ‘White 
population 260 persons, of whom 2 
are attorneys, and 3 regular physi¬ 
cians ; colored 90—total 350. 


BROOKE. 


Brooke was established by the Legislature in 1797, and taken from a 
portion of Ohio county. It is bounded N. by the Ohio river, which sepa- 

frorn Columbiana co. Ohio, — W. by the same river, separating it 





Jefferson co. of the same State,—S. by Ohio co. Va. f 
▼er and Washington counties of Pennsylvania. Its mean 
•can breadth -6#; and its area 202 square miles. The 

hilly, but the soil is very fertile. 

Cross , Hainan's, Tnmlison's , and a few other 
HT size rise In Pennsylvania and flow through Brooke into 
The products of the county are grain, iron, and bituminous 
thm m 1810, 5,843—1820, 0,631—1830, 7,041. It ‘ 
judicial circuit, and 10th district. Tax paid in 1833, 

0—land, $721 48—110 slaves, 

00—7 coaches, $15 00—26 carr 
,287 74. Expended in educatin 
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1833, $476 28. 
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iingt 
beautiful stream 
miles E. of the 









the creek 
exact form 
rich allaj 








▼an 





J ensylvama, on the Holliday’s Com 

Ohio river. It is Holliday’s Cove is s 
►mantic scenery, and centre of the count] 
i around it in the hut beautiful valley, 
orse shoe, making a lar form, both ends 
Uom of 120 acres, nate on the Ohio rn 
g country is hilly, in length and one br< 
ery fertile, well \va- to be classed among 
lubrity of air it can* riosities of Virginia, 
in the United States, to have been once th 


•not he surpassed m the United States, to have been once the channel o 
This village is the residence and the river, or of one branch of it. 
property of Alexander Campbell, the tween this and the present chi 
celebrated reforming Baptist preacher, there is literally an island,, the 
If contains several dwelling houses, mit of which is at least 400 feet c 
I house of public worship, l mercan* the level of the river, and 
tile store, 1 manufacturing flour mill, which there are three or four 
and saw mill, a printing office, book- plantations. It contains in all i 




O. 384 mt. 
W. of W. 
?d near the 
t is a small 
. semicircu- 
hich terroi- 
eing 5 ms. 
It deserves 
natural cu- 

is supposed 





SUJtt- 




and saw mill, a printing office, book- plantations. It contains in all about 

bindery, smith shop, and various 1000 acres of good land. The S.W. 
cither mechanical establishments, extremity of the valley opens in full 
Bethany is about 16 ms. from Wheel- view of the town of Steuben villus, 

ing, 8 from Wellsburg, and 38 from Ohio, and the northwestern o penis on 
Pittsburg, Pa. The products of the the Ohio immediately at the S. end Of 
vicinity are' flour, pork, beef and Brown’s Island. The eastern aide 
wool. The wool growing branch of is washed b} f Harmon’s creek, if* 
husbandry is increasing, and the ar fording a very considerable amount 
tide will soon become one of the of water power, which at present 
chief staples in this part of the conn- serves a woollen factory, 4 or 5 manu- 


try. Population 100. 


facturing flour mills, and several saw 


Fairview, P. O. 395 ms. from R mills. The flour manufactured at 
and 302 N. W. by of W. Fairview these mills, stands high in point of 
or N. Manchester , is situated 20 ms. quality in the southern markets. The 
N. of Wellsburg, 2 from the Ohio soil is first rate. The principal at*- 
river on the W. and 4 from the Penn- pie is wool, of which three or fouT of 
syivanta line on the E. Its situation the farmers have raised Jbr . some 
is beautifully elevated and healthy, years about 10,000 weight. . The 
It was laid out in 1811 and now con- manufactures-are woollen cloths, cast- 
tains 22 dwelling houses, 2 mercan- netts, &-c, and flour,—the average 
tile stores, 2 houses of public wor- shipments of -which from the valley 
ship, (Presbyterian,) and l common is annually about 10,000 bar rots, the 
school, 2 tan yards, and 1 saddler, principal part being manufactured, In 
The other mechanics are tailors, boot it. There is no village or town yet 


t m 

7 * 


rs, carpenters, stone!laid out, but rapid improvement# are 


i 


average 
e valley 





fcrs, blacksmiths, at 

luring flour mills, 
ter possesses main 
place of business 
manufacturer and i 
lion 132 persons; 
regular physicians 



s, hatters, coop-going up, on the princi 
cabinet makers, is the great thorough! 
are 4 manufac- burg, Pa. to Steube 
New Manches- are at present abou 
id vantages as a! houses, 2 mercantile 
the mechanic, taverns. The religic 
rchant. Popula lions are Presbyterian: 
>f whom 3 arc Bantists. There are i 





which 
. Pitt*- 







bout 40 dwelling 
ile stores, and 2 
igious denomina- 
ians and Christian 
re a missionary, a 
today school, aocli- 






being so 
a 








ty. 

smiths, 8 house carpenters, 1 stone 
mason, 2 boot and shoe factories, and 
1 cabinet maker. This section oi 

styled the 
county, and 
fair to sustain 
ing population, 
of Virginia of¬ 
fers a greater opening for capitalists 
tnan this, especially for manufactu¬ 
rers. Fuel, 6cc. may be had for lit¬ 
tle or no expense, as the surrounding 

with inexhaustible mines 
and timber of every 
Population about 300. 
WELLSBURG, P. V. and- seat 
or justice , 337 ms. from R. and 280 
W. by W. from W„ in lat. 41° 
and long. 3° 36' W. of W. C. 
This is a healthy and wealthy vil¬ 
lage, beautifully situated on the left 
bank of the Ohio river, immediately 
above BufFaloe creek, 16 ms. above 
Wheeling, on a plain surrounded by 
a fertile, well improved and healthy 
country : and inexhaustible bodies oi 
the best storm mol abound on all 
lilies of the place; which is furnish¬ 
ed at from 4 to 5 cts. per bushel, to the 
different manufactories, as fuel to the 
citizens, and for shipping to the 
southern markets. The neighbor¬ 
hood is rich and cheerful and rapidly 
improving; the people feeling the 
benefit of the home market. This 
flourishing village contains, beside 
the ordinary county buildings, about 

houses, 2 houses of! 










one Methodtst,.-t&€. 
Baptist, 5 mercantile' 
rocery and confectionary, 

academy, m 
md La- 
1 male 
glass- 


public wor 
other — 
stores, I 
and 2 
which are 
tin langua_ 

English schoo 
works, 1 glass 
(the machinery 
power,) 1 large coUon 
front of 72 feet, 
now running 
ing 60 operatives, 
which cuts 3000 feet of 
hours, 1 small woollen manufactory 

1 grist mill, 1 carpet factory, a card¬ 
ing machine, and salt manufactory, 1 
extensive stone and red-ware pottery* 

2 tan yards, 3 saddlers, 2 printing 
offices, each issuing a weekly paper, 
and various other mechanics, & ex¬ 
tensive porter breweries, 3 large ware¬ 
houses, 3 extensive manufacturing 
mills in the vicinity, one of which 
manufactured 10,000 barrel* of flour 
the past year. There are between SO 
and 40,000 barrels of flour exported 
annually, from this place in steam 
and flat boats to New Orleans. Its 
population is about 1400 persona, of 
whom 3 are resident attorneys and 4 
regular physicians. 

County Courts are held on the last 
Monday in every month; —* Quarter¬ 
ly in March , May , August and No-, 
vember. 

Judge Fry holds 





on the 4 tk of 
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nearly 
flows 
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river 
through 
former is much 
in a north eastern 
arboursviile. The face 
soil for the most part 
in 1820, 4,789,—during 

of the present county of 
to its present limits, it coataine 
14—in 1834 on lots, §33 51—on land, 

§123 60—16 studs, §73 00 
00—6 carryalls, ill6 00. Total, ®635 66. 
drenin 1832, §280 76— in 1833, §207 
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nsville, (see South Land-) Greenbottom.P.O. 

R. and 376 from W. 




I 


Guyandotte, P. V. 352 ms from 

R. and 396 S. W. by W. of W. t situ. 

ated immediately on the banks of the 
Ohio and Guyandotte rivers. It con¬ 
tains about 40 dwelling bouses, 5 


ARBOURSVILLE, P. V. and 

Seat of Justice, 344 ms. N. W. of R 

and 393 S. W. by W. of W. in lat 38° 

24', and long. 5° 12' W. of W. C. 

Barboursville is a handsome little vil¬ 
li.. situated on the eastern bank of! can tile stores; 1 house of public wor-% 

Guyandotte river, 7| ms. from the ship, free for all denominations, 1 pri- 
mouthof Mud river. The State turn-; mary school, a steam, grist and saw 
pike which leads from the eastern! mill, anda carding machine propelled 
part of the state, by the great watering, by the same power, i ianyard, 1 sad* 
places, to the Kentucky line, passesjdler, and 2 cabinet makers, with a 



this village. A tri-weekly I number of other mechanics. This 
line of stages passes through the town village is advantageously situated on 
to Guyandotte, where it meets a line a point of land formed by the conflu* 
of stages from Lexington, Kentucky, ence of Guyandotte, with the Ohio ri- 
and a line of steam-boats from Cincin- ver. It possesses commercial facili* 

contains besides the usual!ties of a high order, but hitherto its 
i, 25 dwelling houses, local advantages have from a want of 
stores, 1 common school foresight or enterprijifs in i 
manufacturing flour mill! not been duly appreciated. 

1 hatter, 2 blacksmiths, lldotte is the western termination oi 





are 



various other mechanics, 
persons; of whom 2 
1 a regular physi- 
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City and Richmond, 
most important 
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on the 4ih] in western Virg 
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good reason w 
1 dily attain 
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Quarter* 

and No - 





his Circuit 
Chance- 



cm- 


should 


sons: 


I 



is no 

should not spec- 
nature designed it; 
and flourishing 
about 306 per- 
a regular physi¬ 


cian. 







SOUTH 

P. V, 34< 
W. South 
by an act 
home 


LAMPING 

ms. 











W. oft 

was incorporated 
legislature, 
since, and 2 ses- 
name was changed 
It is situated 
Ohio river, 3 ms. 


situation 
the great 

the 





where, 
line of 
and other 
boat packets 
western 
ually, be 





it h hetffe 
first a^- 
varioas otder 
is the 
the 

Fredericksbfltg 

steam- 
gmt 
will event- 

Tits 









of Guyandotte, and 
river and Kanawha 
roaches the Ohio. I town was laid 
apted for a point ofi giner, Mr. Crozet 
there being a sufficient depth I but the proprietors of tse land tor Vat- 
seasons for steam, andjrious causes, have not as -yet, 'pop tjffe 

lots into market: there are, therefore, 
but 5 or 6 dwelling houses and 
cantile stores, yet established. But ao 
soon as the point shall be sufficiently 



!, to come up to the shore 
in safety. It is already at¬ 
tracting notice in this point of view 
and % considerable portion of the pro- 


the surrounding country, has known, and the lots put into market, 

found its way to the variobs markets it is expected improvement will rapid- 
on the river below, through this point :! ly progress, and Brownsville, become 
and it is more than probable from the I a place of no little note in westeffi 

excellency oi the landing—the beauty Virginia. 


FAYETTE. 





Favett* was created by act of Assembly in 1831, and formed from a 
rtion of Logan, Greenbrier, Nicholas and Kanawha counties. It is 
unded by its parent counties, N. I., N. and N. W. by Kanawha and Ni¬ 
cholas, E. by Greenbrier, S. E. by the same, S. and S. W. by Logan, and 
W. by Logan and Kanawha. The limits of its latitude and longitude, or 
its extent in miles, we have no means of ascertaining. 

The mountains in this county are innumerable. The Gauly 
has acquired the greatest notoriety on account of its having 

county of Kanawha from Greenbrier,—it is a 
mountain, which runs from south to 
New river, Big and Little Sewel mountains, 
from Greenbrier. There are many more of less note. 

New river runs through the whole county from E. to W. 

precipitous. The junction ot New river 
stitute the noble great Kanawha, 2 ms. above the 

New river is navigable 
ern line of the county, and the place where it 
ling its waters with those of Gauly,—indeed there are but few places which 

stream is borne down with so much force and 

and 

much fury 

» 

being so ra¬ 
the next in 
for seve- 









preci 
pitching 
as if 
pidly su 

order, it 






its crossing very 
and rocky c 

a succession of precipices 

enable artificial steps, 
counties 








Uk miles; after it < 
line and bends roi 

Imus. It is navigable about 8 m«, above its mouth. 

The Clear Fork and March Fork of Coal, also either take their rise in 
l!bill county, or acquire great accession as they pass through it. Their ca¬ 
pacity is too small to admit of being much navigated. 

., There is a great diversity of Soil in this county, it being rich, midling 
ji d sterile, and producing corn, wheat, rye, oats and potatoes of both kind®. 
There are no manufactories of note. The mineral resources of the county 
Irltc not been at all developed. There are strong and innumerable indica- 

ip.§ of iron ore, —much surface ore is found in many places, indicating* 

him Its of ore, and chalybeate springs are interspersed all over the county, 
^founds apparently of great antiquity are found in some places; from one 
iillf which, a human skeleton and many artificial curiosities, such m were 
oatnmon among Indians, have been taken. ‘-The Kanawha Turnpike 
piiilieflS through this whole county from E. to W. and by travelling along it 
^ithln 8 or 10 ms. of the junction of New Tiver and Gaulv, you come in 
tight of the former, you stand on a high cliff of rocks called Marshal’s pil- 
1 or the Hawk’s nest, and see the river dashing and pitching with mad¬ 
dening fury, eight hundred or a thousand feet below you,—you approach 
lhe edge of the rock to look over with great caution and timidity, and few 
have been so bold and daring, as to approach the edge of the precipice so 
near as to take a perpendicular view to the bottom,—-you may stand on the 
top of this cliff, and throw a stone into the river below. By drawing a su¬ 
perficial line from the top of the precipice to the bottom, of the river, thence 
to the opposite cliff, ana thence a horizontal line to the beginning, you 
would have a triangle, the perpendicular of which would be about 850 ft.” 

The falls of Kanawha constitutes a curiosity to be specially remarked 
The whole stream perhaps a half a mile in width, is precipitated over a 
craggy rock several perpendicular feet. The rock crosses the river 
obliquely, and when the water is low it is divided into two prongs, on© of 
which washes the southern, and the other the northern shore, affording the 
finest water power to propel machinery of any perhaps in Virginia; but 
when the water is high, the rock is covered with one unbroken sheet, and 
presents to the beholder a sight of great sublimity. 

As tliis county has been created since the last census, there is no means 
of ascertaining its population, which was then included- in that of its parent 
counties. It belongs to the 18th judicial circuit, and 9th district. Tax 
paid-in 1833, $220 80—in 1834,—on land, §129 65—79 slaves, $19 75 
—809 horses, $48 54—3 studs, 19 00— 8 carryalls, $8 00—i gig, $1 00. 
Total, $215 94. No report of school commissioners for 1832. Expend¬ 
ed in educating poor children in 1833, §278 70. 

, County Courts are held on the 3rd Monday in every month:—* Quarter - 
It# in March , June , August and November . 
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This is the last navigable 
Kanawha, and presents 
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mills, 1 
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her® 2 saw 
flour mill. 2 
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•fit© of the best sites for machinery inJ 


the wildest 
gionis of the 
erected at the 
this spot, was 
since by fire, 
diary. 

Mountain Cove, 
from R. and 315 from 

Sewell’s, P. O. 
and 288 from W. 
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one of 
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years 
incen- 






ms 




FLOYD. 





‘ Floyd was created "by the Legislature in January 1 83 1 , and formed 
from in portion of Montgomery county. It is bounded N. by Montgomery, 
E. by Franklin—S. by Patrick, — and W. by Grayson. It is 35 miles m 

from E. to W, and its mean width is 15. 

Floyd is mountainous, but there is only one of the many knobs and 
ipurs which cover its surface, which deserves to be noticed; and this is but 
little less worthy of observation than the celebrated Peaks of Otter of Bed- 

This is called from its resemblance to the animal, the Buffalo Knob. 
not itself so high as the Peaks of Otter, but its base is more elevated 
than theirs, and the prospect from the top is truly sublime. On the north, 
cist, and west, the beholder is amazed at the boundless succession of 
mountains rising beyond mountains,— whilst far away to the south, the 
plain seems to stretch to an interminable length. On the east the Jknoh is 
accessible on horse-back, being two miles in height from the beginning of 
the ascent to the highest point; on the west it breaks 

hape of the animal whose name it bears, 
is watered by Little river, a branch of 
three branches, called South, Middle , 
situated the most fertile and extensive 
, a branch of Big Reedy 
of the county. It washes 
ing upon the Alleghany, 
fertile. It is much better 
loes not thrive well, but 
greatest abundance, 
in great quantities, 

, and rapidly increasin 
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that there 



JACKSONVILLE, P. V. and [son C. H., 

teat of justice . 227 ms. from R. andjH, Such is 

This village is located is only ) physician in 
and healthy part of County Courts are 
were laid ofi some Monday in every month 
t, and a considerable \ly in Marckf June, 
them sold. It of course 
not contain many improvements 
as yet. There is however a hand¬ 
some court house erected. 5 dwelling !ry on the \lth of April and Septet** 
houses, and a number of others are!tar. 

now building, 2 mercantile stores, 1 j Simpson’s P. O. situated 21 ms. N; 
house of public entertainment, 1 tan E. of the C H. 211 ms. from R. and 

saddler, 1 blacksmith shop, 1 239 from W. 


rc.mber. 

Judge Saunders 
Superior Court of Law 




his Circuit 
Chance* 



and post office. Jacksonville is situ¬ 
ated 100 ms. W. of Lynchburg, its 
chief market or place of trade, 35 



Stoney Fork, P. O. 229 ms. 

R. and 307 from W., situated 2 ms. 
W. of the C. H. It contains a mer- 


W. of Franklin C. H., 20' S. of cantile store, tavern, and blacksmith 
Montgomery C. H., 55 E. of Gray-'shop. 


* 


FREDERICK. 





Frederick was created by act of Assembly in 1738, and formed! 
union of Oranj re. It is bounded N. by Morgan, Berkeley, and 

efferson,— E. by Loudoun and Fauquier,—S. by Shenandoah,—and W. 
Hardy and Hampshire. Its mean length is 29 miles, mean breadth 
25§; and its area 745 square miles. It lies between lat. 38° 50* and 39° 
25* N. and long. 0° 48' and 1° 28 f W. of W. C. The surface of this 

much diversified by hill and fttouhtdln scenery, wad by di- 
It occupies S. from the Potomac part of the continuation 
in which are situated Lebanon, the lower part of Dao- 
part of Cumberland and Franklin counties, Pennsyl- 
and Berkley counties, Virginia. ' The Shenandoah 


southeastern border meandering 

Opequan, Back and 
also rise in Frederick, 
in a similar direction 

* 
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he about 400 
though the face of the 
It is 
in the 
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1833, ©1,987 19—in 1834 on lot 
slaves, #960 50—8,506 horses, 
iches, #427 80—2 stages, §4 DO- 
75. Total, $9,119 67. Expends 
>1186 85-—in 1833, §1988 47. 
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Back Creek Valley, P. O. 164 banks, in a valley betwa 
til!, from R. and 85 W. of W. and Blue Ridge, near the 

. Battletown, or Berry villb, the counties of Culpepei 
P, O. 160 ms. from R. and 59 N. W. and Shenandoah. The 
Of W. This is a healthy and flour- jthis village is eligible an 
ishing little village, situated on Ope- :It contains 37 dwelling 
dtian creek, on the direct post road houses of public worship 
from Winchester to Washington dist, a neat brick building, 

JlLaffl, ^ . % j*s w . * #* 1 1 1 • . • 





* 



er. 



t 






from wincnester to wasnington cast, a neat dhck Duuamg, ana l tree 
4Xty, 12 miles from the former. It for all denomination,) 2 academies;, 
contains about 30 dwelling houses, 1 jin one of which is taught the Lan- 
Iwmdsome Episcopal house of public jguages, 2 houses of public entertaim- 
Worship, lately erected, 1 academy, ment, 4 mercantile stores, and 1 
apd 3 female schools, 2 mercantile apothecary shop. There is one ex- 
Kores, several mechanic shops, &c. tensive manufacturing: flour mill, 3 
But the business principally transact- wagon makers, which have acquired 
•! in this place is of a commercial 'some celebrity, 3 tan yard®, 2 sad- 
-iiliiture. General Morgan of Re- Idlers, 3 boot and shoe factories, 3 
■ tclut ionarv memory, resided for a jsmith shops, 2 tailors, 1 chair maker, 
considerable part of bis life in the 11 cabinet maker, 2 house joiners, I 
immediate vicinity of this village, jbrick maker, and 1 wheat fan roanu- 
It was the scene of many of those factory. Population 350 persons, of 


given 


passing through 

Urthe name of Battletown —by which the E. end of this village, on the 
Aria now generally known. Its pro-main street, called Happy creek , 
‘per name is Berryville. Population ; which is visited by fish when the 
"•about 300 persons; of whom 2 are [Shenandoah is high; and a beaut i- 
jrttorneys, and 5 regular physicians, ful range of mountain scenery pre- 
Brccetown, P. O. 157 ms. from sents itself in view of the town. In 
.R and 79 from W., situated 7 ms. the vicinity are three manufacturing 
'W. of Winchester. It contains about, flour mills, turned by the noble She- 
houses, 1 Methodist house of pub- nandoah river. About 3] of a mile 
Tic, 2 mercantile stores, 1 tavern, 2 from the W. end of this place, but in 
manufoeturing flour mills, I tailor, 1 Shenandoah county, is situated Al - 
wagon maker, 1 smith shop, and 1 len's Cave, said by some to surpass 
/boot and shoe factory. Population Weyer’s cave for the extent ana su- 
; T2>. blimity of its caverns. (See Allen’s 

Front Royal, P. V. 139 ms. cave, Shenandoah Co.) This cave is 
.from R. and 75 W. of W. It is sit- much frequented by parties in the 
* tutted in the extreme southeastern'summor season. The surrounding 
angfle of the county, 20 ms. S. E. of country, viewing it from this village, 
•Winchester, on the S. side of the is grand and picturesque. There are 
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*W. of Wii 

THIS houses 
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^ttmudoah river, a 


its many handsome residences and dc- 


fight ful 
in the nei 
is the 
pitable 

SHALL, 
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eminences 
them 
the hos- 
James Mae- 
Chief Jus- 
is situated on 
it is very 
who have 
willing to tes= 


159 ms. from 
W., situated on the 
to Cumberland, 9 ms. 
N. W. of Winchester, 1 mile W. of 
Hog creek, and £ E. of Back creek. 
It contains 30 dwelling houses, 2 
hotiaes of public worship, ( 1 Metho¬ 
dist and 1 Quaker,) 1 common school, 
and I house of public entertainment. 
There are 2 tan yards, 2 saddlers, 1 
boot and shoe maker, 3 smith shops, 
1 cabinet maker, 1 house carpenter, 

1 tailor, and 1 cooper. Population 
100 persons, of whom 1 is a physi¬ 
cian. In the vicinity is located a 
woollen manufactory, and 2 manu¬ 
facturing flour mills. 

Howellsville, P. V. 147 ms. 
from R. and 94 N. W. by W. of 
W., situated immediately on the 
III inks of the Shenandoah, where 
Howells 1 run empties into that river, 
about 7 ms. distant both from Front 






134 ma 


W. of W. 














ms. from 

situated oa 

V 

south western 






Royal! and Berry’s Ferry. This 
little village is rapidly improving. It 

or 8 dwelling houses, 1 
worship, free for all 
miscellaneous store, 
2 manufacturing flour mills, 1 wagon 



maker 



and shoe factory, 1 
weaver, l house 
The bottom lands in 


exceedingly! pies. 


R. and 84 
Cedar creek, near 
border of 
Winchester. 

healthy v 
dwelling houses, 1 
Episcopalian 
mercantile store*, 

2 hotels, 1 tanyard, 
tensive wheat machine 
which sells annu 
chines at $400 each, 
mechanics are wagon makers, black* 
smiths, boot and shoe makers, 2 sil¬ 
versmiths and watch makers, 3 tai¬ 
lors, 1 cabinet maker, and 1 chair 
and bedstead maker. ■ There is mt 
flourishing academy situated two and 
a half miles distant from thi n village, 
which is under the superintendence 
of the Rev. John Lodor. There htc 
two manufacturing flour mills in the 
vicinity. Population about 300 per¬ 
sons, 1 of whom is a .physician. 

Millwood, P. V. 139 ms. from 
R. and 66 N W. by W. of W., situ¬ 
ated 1 1 ms. S. E. by E. of Winches¬ 
ter. It contains 21 dwelling houses, 

3 mercantile stores, .1 Episcopalian 
house of public worship, a neat build¬ 
ing lately erected, 1 extensive tan¬ 
nery, 1 boot and shoe factory, 2 tai¬ 
lors, 1 wagon maker, 1 blacksmith 
shop and 2 manufacturing flour mills, 
each grinding from 15 
bushels of wheat anna 
country around 

settled,—the land of i >erior quality, 


producing well 




well 

navigable 
and boats descend 
point at all leasooB w 
lour, and when the 
with 


abundance In 
Oats, Ac. The 
productive and 
henandoah is 

place, 
river from this 
barrels of 
are faiffh 
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whom 1 

Newtown or Stephensbuko, P. 

V. 158 ms. 
by W. of 
ted 8 ms. 
tains 


W. 
situa- 
It con¬ 
es, an excellent 
houses of puli'** 
ng Ac Mtiho 

the other Mi 





lie worship, 1 
denomination 







jointly by the Lutherans 
formed 





tile stores 



Imge 

mrnm 

mire made 





well 

* 

2 mercan- 

3 saddlers, 
of the vil- 

and wheat machine 
numbers of wagons 








■no less than 9 different 
establishments being engaged in this 

make and send wa- 
every part of the 
for neatness, strength, 
and durability, are said not to be sor¬ 
ted in the United States. Popu- 
ton 700 persons; of whom 4 are 
regular physicians. 

Ninevah, P. O. 145 ms. from R. 
and 81 N! W. by W. of W. This 
place is situated in the northern part 
af the county, and contains 5 dwel¬ 
ling houses, I wagon maker, 1 boot 
ana shoe maker, 1 blacksmith shop, 
and 1. wheat machine manufactory. 
Population 30. This post office lias 
recently been transferred to a country 
©tore, 2 miles distant, at which is lo¬ 
cated a tailor, boot and shoe maker, 
and a blacksmith shop. The country 
•round is of limestone formation, and 
is very fertile and thickly settled with 
industrious and wealthy fanners. 

Pembroke Springs, P. O. 108 
ms. from R. and 89 W. of W., situa¬ 
ted 18 ms. W. of Winchester. 

Snicker’s Ferry» P* O. 150 ms. 
from R. and 55 from W. 

Post, P. O. 144 nos. from 
R. and 71 N- W. of W. This is a 

village, situated 12 
Winchester, in a beau- 
picturesque country, 
fertility of its soil 

It con- 


of whom 3 are regular 
White Hale, P. V. 
R. and 







having atom 100 
150 persons; 


sicians. 

ms. from 
This vil- 
line 

Ridge. 
exten- 
pass. 











tains 
public 
nations, 
as an 
tavern, 1 
and various 
temperance society 
here, about i years 
Whitt Post , and is 




1 house of 
all denomi- 
oceupied also 
stores, I 
a smith, 
A 
nized 



lage is situated near 
of the county, 

This ridge is an 
sive ridge of ferti 
es under 
the counties of 

rick, in a direction nearly north and 
south. It contains 15 
houses, 1 Methodist house 
ship, 1 school house, I sunda 
and tract society, 2 misce 
stores, 2 wagon makers, 
tailor, 1 blacksmith, 1 cooper, 
boot and shoe factory. In the vici¬ 
nity, on Green Spring Run, a num¬ 
ber of excellent and extensive Hour- 
manufacturing, grist and smw mills 
are located. The Run is a, beautiful 
and never failing stream, which takes 
its rise within I mile of the village, 
issuing out of the western side of 
Apple Pie Ride, it runs in a north¬ 
western direction, and falls into Bath 
creek. The situation of this place 
is pleasant and healthy. The sur¬ 
rounding country is limestone land of 
good quality, and in a high state of 
cultivation. The roads from Win¬ 
chester to Gerardstown pass through 
this village, distant 8 miles S. of th 
former, and 6 N. of the 
road from Charlestown, 
also passes through to 
gap, or Sherrard’s 01 
ms. from the former 
70. No physician 
in this place. 
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ty Seat. - Of the lar 
county of Frederick, 
most considerable towns in western, 
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distance from 
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Virginia, is 
VV. long. 




* Agreeable 
Graham, U. 


Jate observations of Capt, 
Topographical Engineer, 


end Mr. Bruce, principal of the Winches 

a pros-j^j. Academy*. * 





Washington 
Harper’s Ferry 
situated in 
Ifinia, in the 
2ant country 
dustrious 
oldest towns 
Being 
tory of our 
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This place is 
valley of ¥ir« 
a rich and abun- 

and io- 
of the 
Virginia, 
in the his- 
warfare and revo- 
a brief review o 
it is believed, 
as it is closely connect- 
actions of that emi- 
, who afterwards be¬ 
came endeared to his countrymen by 

ions deeds which gained him 
of Father of his coun¬ 
try. Tradition informs us that the 
ground on the edge oi the present site 
of Winchester was occupied by a large 
and powerful tribe of Indians, called 
the Shawnees or Shawanees, and 
tome springs at that point, are called 
the Shawme Springs at this day. The 
earliest accounts of the settlement o 
Winchester, state that there were 2 
houses on its present location as early 
as 1738, situated near the town run; 
hut its establishment as a town com- 

in Feb. 1752, in the 25th 
year oi the reign of George the II. 
when the General Assembly passed an 
"act for the establishment of the town 

” # In 1758 it was en- 
in consideration of an addition- 

land being laid off in 
James Wood, now called 







of Winchester was first 
laid off by Lord Fairfax, he made the town 
lots of half an acre each, and by his con¬ 
veyances annexed an out-lot of five acres 
adjoining the town, to each hnen or 
and by the condition of each grant, made 
(he in mud the out-lots inseparable, it being 
file design of this benevolent proprietor, 
that each house holder In town, owner of a 
lot, should always have appurtenant a con¬ 
venient parcel of laud tor small cultivation 
or pasturage. 

The latent of these grants has been, how¬ 
ever, long since evaded, by conveying one 
lot in fee, and 
years, renewable 

xeui. 







Hn 
lion. 

consisting 
tin and others: 

tutes at 

tions to 

Lord Fairfax.f 

fore entitled to 


the town, Wood’s addi- 

appointed 





r ; 
Mar- 

e Henning’s Sta- 
*r. p. 135. ' Addi- 
were also made by 

is there¬ 
of being the 







_ founder. Winchester is mentioned b 7 
f] General Washington, as being one.of 
the points in his route, in 

ed mission, by 
Dinwiddie, to the 
on the Ohio. lie came 
andria to Winchester where 
cured baggage horses, dtc. 
in Noveoiler 1753.J 

In the French and Indian 
that succeeded, Washington fixed 
head quarters at Winchester, which 
was then a frontier settlement. The 
North mountain a few miles west of 
Winchester being the boundary.* 
From the fear occasioned by the at* 
f| tacks of the French, and Indians, thin 
place was almost the only settlement 
west of the Blue Ridge, which ran go 
of mountains, was as lute as 1756, the 
north western frontier. At that pev 
riod public stores to a large amount 
were deposited at Winchester, for tho 
frontier settlement. After the distin¬ 
guished action at Great Meadows, Ju*» 
ly 4, 1754, Washington returned with 
his regiment to W inchester to 
soon after which, he was 
a few companies from 
North Carolina, after 
forcement they were 
Liuetenant Governor, 
dlately over the Allej 
the French from Fort 



build one in its 



t Lord Fairfax 
Northern Neck of 
died at Greenwa 
Winchester, an- 
Episcopal church 
tent of his 1 
tSec his 



proprietor of 




ms. from 
the old 



expedition, very 
in Marshall’s lift? of 
edition: vd. 1. p. 46 tr 

» ifi 



disastrous defeat of Braddock, Wash- take his seat in the house of Dele- 

remains of the brave gates, of which he had been elected a 
retreated to Winches- member by the County of Frederick, 
invasion of the froi> while at Port Cumberland. During 
'rench and Indians, these contests a Port was built at Win- 
n on his way to Wil- Chester, the remains of which are still 
Seat of Government, visible at the north end of the princi- 


mgton wile 
Virginia tr 
ter. Upon 
tiers by fc] 
Washingto 
1 nsburg. 



t of Government, visible at 
an express, below pie street. 


In 


ericksburg, with the intelligence vol. 7. page 33, we find, the 16th 
that the French and Indians had bru- clause of a law passed March, 1756, 
ken in upon the frontier settlements, which refers to this Fort, and the ap- 
and were murdering and capturing propriation for its erection in these 
women and children, burning houses, words, “ and whereas-it 
destroying crops, Ac. and that the necessary, that a Fort 
troops, stationed among them were mediately erected in the 
insufficient for their protection. He Chester, county of Fre 


[ capl 
ini? h< 





insufficient for their protection. He Chester, county of Frederick, for the 
immediately hastened back to Win- protection of the adjacent inhabitants 
Chester, where the utmost confusion against the barbarities daily commit- 
ftod alarm prevailed. His attempts to ted by the French and their Indian 
raise the militia were unsuccessful, allies: be it therefore enacted that the 
He sent urgent orders to the country Governor or Commander-in-chief of 
lieutenants, east of the Blue Ridge, the colony for the time being, is here¬ 
in© hasten their militia to Winchester; by empowered and desired to order a 
hut before these orders could be exe- Fort to be built with all possible de¬ 
puted, the enemy which had done so snatch, in the aforesaid town of Win- 
Much injury and caused so much Chester; and that his honor give such 
alarm, had re-crossed the Alleghany orders and instructions for the imme- 
mountain. Col. Washington after re- diate effecting, anil garrisoning the 
stated ineffectual efforts to arouse the same as he snail think necessary for 


putted ineffectual efforts to arouse the same as he shall think necessary for 
government to act on the offensive,and the purpose aforesaid.’* The act al- 


adopt a more efficient system of war- so appropriates the sum of £1000 for 
fere, by sending a force sufficient to tarrying the above provision into ef- 
destroy Fort <lu Quesne, at length feet. This Fort was called Fort 
prevailed, and Gen. Forbes was or- Loudoun, in honor of the British 
aered to undertake the campaign for General, Lord Loudoun, who had 
ill* reduction. On the 24th of May, been appointed to the command of the 
1758, orders were issued to Wain- British troops in America. Itisstat- 


to rendezvous at ed in the History 
be in readiness to authority, entitled 


ington w s regiment 








march in 15 days. June 24, the Vir- spect, the gentlei 
jjinia troops in pursuance to the or- information refer 
ders they had received, moved in de- informed by W 
tachments from Winchester to Fort that Washington 
Cumberland, wheTe they assembled of this Fort an 
early in July. Upon the reduction of erection, that he 1 
Foft du Cluesne, (when its name was Chester, had a blac 
changed to Pitt, in honor of the then on it, and brougl 
British Minister,) Col. Washington non his own blac 
after furnishing 200 men from his necessary iron v 





! t 





out the site 


early in July. Upor 
Foft du Cluesne, (wh 
changed to Pitt, in h 
British Minister,) C 
after furnishing 200 
regiment to garrison 



ot in Win 






march-1 The very 



lithe rest back to Winchester, whencei Washington’s own residence 
it soon proceeded to Williamsburg toUted. It is stated that his 


bunt Ver- 
> make the 
the Fort, 
out, where 
ze was situ- 
s chamber 





WliTERN VI 



we*. 





this we 





was a hove the gateway of the Fort in 
a situation commanding a view of the 
principal street of the town. This 
Fort covered an area of half an acre, 

uch of its enbank- 
remaining. There 
which water now 
f sunk through the 
The labor of 
Fort, and sinking 
to have been per- 
Washington’s regiment. 
The Fort contained a strong Garri¬ 
son; and it is stated by one of the old¬ 
est inhabitants of Winchester, to have 

six 18 pounders, six 12 pound¬ 
ers, six 6 pounders, 4 swivels and 2 
howittzers, and to this day grape shot 
and cannon 'halls are found there. 
These cannons were removed from 
Winchester, early in the war of the 
revolution. This Fort was said to 
have been once reconnoitered by a 
French officer, but never was attacked 
by the enemy. Winchester was used 
for its security as a depot for Hessian 
and British prisoners, taken during 
the revolution. The number increas¬ 
ed so much, that barracks were erect¬ 
ed 4 ms. N. of the town, for their ac¬ 
commodation: at one time in the year 
1781, the number of prisoners was 
16°0. 

Havinff driven this sketch of the 

of Winchester, which in 
a work like this is justifiable, as it is 

to all Virginians, and all 

ie United States, to 
>ns and localities of 
tried men’s souls,” 
ly of this place from 
connection with the first 
ol the Father of our 






more 

The 
brick 
houses is 
population near 
of 1830, made 
the following 
Free white 
Do. 

Slave males, * - 

Slave females. 

Free colored males. 
Do. females 


the iidewmlki in all tliii 

less improved, 
rally built of 
number of 




supposed 
e census 
ion 362§ of 
persons: 

- 1480 

- 1271 

- 390 
365 
1 



3620 





gen- 


Total, 

The active population 

ter, may be arrayed under 
eraLdsvisions of professional, mercan¬ 
tile and mechanical classes:— 

1st. Professional.—There are 6 
clergymen, 1 Methodist Episcopal* 1 
Presbyterian, I Episcopalian, 2 Evan¬ 
gel teal Lutheran, 1 Methodist Proteus- 
tant. The legal profession is quite 
numerous, and the Winchester Bar 
has always held one of the highest 
stations in Virginia. It has given a 
presiding Judge to the Supreme Co^rt 
of Appeals; and several Judges to the 
bench of the General Court. There 
has been a flourishing Law School 
which only ceased with the elevation 






and more 




actions 
country 

give some account 

• <a 


Physicians 
medical profession 
mising Medical 
here some years 

will now proceed to j Society of the 


The present number o 
yers of the Winchester 
sides these, a number 
tend the terms of 


f Appeals 







The princi 
built-on 
streets 
built, unci 
it laxly, 

■tingles. 







the statistics oljtinued,—two 

been called 

i 

the town, is 
from which the 
very compactly 
are laid out reg- 
other at ri 
street 






the Medical 
been discon- 

have 

uished stations 
-—one professor 
of Medicine, 

Ken- 
the Chair of 
of ¥*. 
ic cep- 



inanity in 

most n. 

careful a 

iog*. 

<juence 

41 •tores in 
•tag description 
•grocery 
druggist. 






are 
deal- 
in conse- 
There are 
ter of the follow- 
goods and 
ecary and 
commission 
stove and cast- 
1 confectionary 
store, 1 book and stationary, 







- The mechanics are as follows, to 
iPirft:—2 brewers, 4 bakers, 1 book- 
binder, 12 victuallers; 1 brass founder, 
13 carpenters, 3 chair makers, 1 clock 
and mathematical instrument maker, 3 
extensive coach manufactories, giving 
employ ment to a great number of hands, 
1 gunsmith, 4 house painters and gla¬ 
ciers, 6 masons and bricklayers, 1 or- 


pottery, 
rot ana i 


1 rope 
shoe fac- 


namental painter, 1 

end reed maker, 9 boot 
lories, 5 silver smiths, watch repairers 
and jewellers, 4 tanners and curriers, 
8-barbers, 1 buhr stone maker, 17 
blacksmiths, 4 brickmakers, 2 carpet 
weavers, 4 cabinet makers, 2 copper 
smiths, 2 coopers, 2 confectionaries, l 
dyer, 2 hatters, 2 lock and white 
(Bknith’s, 8 milliners, 6 plasterers, 2 
ploughmakers, 5 saddle and harness 
makers, 2 skindressers and glovers, 1 
silver pkter, 1 saddle tree maker, 3 
tobacconists, 2 turners, 1 tallow chan¬ 
dler, 5 tin 





e workers, 9 tailors, (4 
,) 1 upholsterer, 10 
waggon makers, 3 weavers, 1 wheel¬ 
wright. This list embraces 46 differ- 

upwards of 170 master 
presumed that there 



woe. 
tie immediate 
1 cabinet ware 
chinery turned 
lory which 
rior 



sr 

oea 




cotton 

sent its operations areau 


bat at t>Te- 



« firs 
. The 

abundant water power and its admi¬ 
rable location, justifies the prediction 
that Winchester will one day become 





a great 
is f academy 
act of the Legislature, 

1788, now 46 
been in operation 
that period, and 
80 pupils in one year, 
ed, that at least 
different and distant parts 
have been educated in pm 
at this institution. This mm 
maintained, perhaps as high a repu¬ 
tation as any other similar institution 
in the state. That© are, beside* the 
academy, an institute for young la¬ 
dies, and 11 other schools. There 
are few places in the state, which 
sent greater inducements to parents, 
desiring to have their children well 
educated than Winchester. It is re¬ 
markable for its health, the purity of 
the water; and what is more impor¬ 
tant for the correct, moral and reli¬ 
gious tone of feeling, which prevails 
among most of its inhabitants. It is 
also a remarkable fact which should 
be stated, that although there is no 
night watch, a robbery is almost un¬ 
known, and a general state of good or¬ 
der prevails. The public buildings 



journeymen and 
by these per- 
merchant mills in 
Winchester, 
of the ma- 
carpet fac- 
rpeting of a su- 
admired for the 


uty of its texture, and the brillian-, 
cy and permanency of its colors. 1 


are a C. H., clerk’s 
ket house and Common 
Masonic Hall, and 
ceum building, 
excellent hotels 
erected, is sur 
in the state, in 
for travellers, 
in Winchester, 
Episcopalian, 
lored persons, 
Lutheran, 1 
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mar- 






cimens 

state. 
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co- 
. 1 
s or 
urch 
e best spe- 
in the 
by strati" 
beauty and appropriate- 







imry pur 


rior, and has a fine toned organ. 

There is no asylum in Winchester, but the water there 
hut there aw a great many associa- whilst that supplied 
lions for benevolent, religious or lite- Winchester is spri 
rary purport; such a® the Bible So- enough to be used w 
ciety, Tract Society, with a flourish^ the summer. The ' 
inp Depository, Sunday School Union, duced into the towi 
with a, good and increasing depository, ago by wooden pipe! 
for the supply of 7 counties around it was conducted fr< 
Winchester; ladies’ Benevolent Socie* foiling spring, about 
ty, for relieving and attending to the of the town,—the ri ; 



m tatter sup* 
tatter quality, 
i water works, 
t river water, 
the citizens of 
water, cold 


mg Depos: 


water was intro 




'f 


a fine, never 
f a mile west 


the 




wants of the poor and destitute sick, which, was reserved to the citizens 
ladies Colonization Society, a general of Winchester by Lord Fairfax, by 
Temperance Society, Young Men’s express provision. The wooden pipes 
Temperance and Colonization Socie- were taken up in 1828, and iron pipes 
ties, a Mechanic’s Society, a prospe- put down in their place?. The maim 
rous Masonic Lodge and Chapter, 2 [pipe has a bore of about 6 inches: the 


rous masonic Lioage ana onapter, x pipe nas a Dore oi about b inches: cm 

large fire companies, provided with lateral pipes about 3 inches. The 
engines, hose and necessary appara- length of the iron pipes is about 8 
tus. There is a Library and Lyceum of ms. The whole cost to the corpora* 
reading 1 , to which is attached a good tion did not exceed 812,500. The 
collection of minerals. The Library water is now conveyed in these pipes 
is vet small, which is partly to be at- through all the principal afreets, and 
tributed to the number of private Li- by lead pipes leading from the iron, 
braries owned in the town. There into the yards of a majority of xkm 
are 2 printing offices in Winchester, cititizens, without their paying any 
one issues the Winchester Virginian , water tax for the privilege. The wm- 
the other, the Winchester Republican, ter is carried to the extreme parts of 
There is also a monthly periodical the town, affording a constant and 
published at the Republican office, for abundant supply for all the purposes 
the publication of sermons, generally of domestic use, and to extinguish fire 
of living ministers of the Lutheran if necessary; for which purpose, fire 
church, of all parts of the United plugs are provided at convenient dis* 
States. It is extensively circulated, .tancer. 

ani well patronized by the members; This article will now be concluded, 
of this church. There are 2 Banks with a brief notice of the internal im» 
in Winchester, the Farmers’ Branch jprovemems in contemplation, and in 
Bank, and the Bank of the Valley, prog i ess connected with Winchester, 
with branches at Romney ,_Leesburg These are the Valley turnpike, (for 
and Charlestown. The Winchester which the gislature passed an act 


and Frederick County Savings lasti- the last session) 

. • • . * i » * • 


tuition, incoporated last ; 
Legislature, km lately | 
ration with encour&gii 
Winchester possesses c 
inestimable advantage 
residence, which would 
tide imperfect not to m 
We mmm the never foil 
pure, wholesome spring 

44 


session of the cheater to Harrisonbur 
gone into ope has not vet been coj 
ing prospects, when made will great! 
one great and travelling through this 
as a place of presents great inducenr 
l leave this ar- liars, from the beauty of i 


Id leave this ar- lei 
notice in detail, its 








>urg. This rowi 

atly increase the 
bis Valley, which 
:ements to travsi- 

ofits scenery, and 

Perhaps no part 
a greater variety 
of qualities sir 















dutiable 
tfcaa the 
state road 
ffiiimrg, < 
made; it 
thought, 
ia 235 ms 



tic with 


r ii o 
the 



Hoad, 
ft is 
1P6, 


n the restoration ot health, 
f alley of Virginia. The 
rom Winchester to Park- 
a the Ohio, is now being 
will be completed, it is 
ithin 2 years,—its length 
This will be a very im- 
d in connecting the Atlan- 
e western states; but the 
t for all these roads, and 
l Valley of Virginia, will 
ichester and Potomac Hail 

t 

menced in 1833 : this road 
jiit, will be completed in 
length is about 31 ms. con- 


■ 9 


r 



necting at Harper’s Ferry, with those 
two grand national works, the Balti¬ 
more and Ohio Rail Hoad, and the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. The 
«tfect of these improvements in rais¬ 
ing the value of property in Winches¬ 
ter, from bringing it in such close 


the natural increase of bus; 
population, must have an infl 
the prosperity of this place- 
tent of which no one can for 
the same results attend these 
raents which have been pre 
other places, which are de 
the same natural advantages, 
perity of Winchester must b< 
ed to an extent, unparalleled 
previous history. 

County and Corporation 
are held on the Monday lx 
1st Tuesday in every month. 
icrly in March , June, Au£ 
November. 

Judge Parker, holds hit 
Superior Court of Law and 
ry on the 1st of May and 

ber. 


ern cities, and 
business and 
n influence on 
>lace—the ex- 
n foresee. If 
hese improve- 
n produced in 
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GIL toBi 

\ Giles w'as created by the "Legislature in 1806, and formed from a por¬ 
tion of Tazewell and Monroe counties. It is bounded N. by Monroe,-—N. 

111!!, by Botetourt,—E. and S. E. by Montgomery,-*—S. by W;ythe,—S. W. by 
•Tazewell,—and W. by the great flat top mountain, which separates it from Lo¬ 
gon. The form of this county approaches to a half moon, and the length be¬ 
tween the points about 70 miles. It lies between lat. 37° 06' and 37° 43' 
N, anc long. 3° 15' and 4° 15' W. of W. C. This county is very moun* 
tainous, the mean level of the cultivated land being 1600 feet above the 


. Several ridges of mountains pass through this county, th< 
Which are Peter’s and East River mountains. These an 
same ridge, which appear to have been split asunder by ■ 
New river, which passes through them at the Big Fall. He 
proudly preeminent stands The Angel 1 s Rest , a pinnacle tha 
the mountains of the neighborhood, and affords one of the m 
prospects in the western country. The Salt Pond mountain 
I articular notice. This mountain derives its name from the 
lint the old settlers of the country usually gathered their stew 
the range at this place, for the purpose of giving them salt, 
about 12 miles to the east of Parisburg; near the top of it, l 
raensc lake of water of an unknown depth and 3 or 4 miles 
ence. It is said by the old settlers of the country that this pc 
from a spring which flowed into a kind of natural basin site 
two lofty mountains, and has gradually increased overloping 
Which grew on the sides of the mountain, until it at last fc 
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It is situated 
sere is an im- 
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as arisen 
between 
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on each side of this stream are remarkably rich and constitute the most 
valuable part of the county, affording many handsome country seats, which 
in some instances are improved with substantial houses. This river is alto 
remarkable for its fine fish, particularly the mud and blue cat , which are 
very much celebrated among travellers for their fine flavor and astonishing 
size, some weighing from 60 to 70 pounds. Other streams of less note 
penetrate through this county, the advantages derived from which are veiy 
considerable in a country like this, where the most choice spots are tho** 
which lie on the margin of water courses, and have been enriched by thaife 
fertilizing influence. 


the two mountains. 

near the summit < 
jquently excites the 
county often resort 


uid and mountainous parts of the county the 
the valleys between the mountains and on 
i and rivers, the land is very fertile and pro 
n. Hemp is the principal staple, a consief 
lually wagoned to Buchanan, at the head 
rer. In a direction from S. E. to N. W 

county, and fertilizes a large portion of its s 
of this stream are remarkably rich and c 
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The White Sulphur Springs of Giles county are supposed to 
quality to none in the State, while they combine with trie excel le 


3 


The White Sulphur Springs of Giles county are supposed to be inferior 
in quality to none in the State, while they combine with the excellence of their 
waters many advantages of natural scenery, which if they were well im¬ 
proved would give them a superiority over most of the watering places in 
the neighboring comities, and would be a source of increasing wealth fd 
the county of Giles. These springs are situated on the banks of New 
river, 9 miles E. of Parisburg, on what is supposed to be the nearest route 
from that place to Christiansberg in the county of Montgomery. Heft 
the mind at one moment may be engaged with the most pleasing emotiot)^ 
derived from the river scenery, and at the next it will he struck. with the 
sight of the most awful and majestic cliffs, which at this place overhang 
the bed of-the river, in all the pomp of lonely grandeur. In a few yean 
if these springs should be properly managed, ana sufficient accommodation* 
provided, they will afford one of the most delightful summer retreats in til* 
western part of the State,—possessing everyjadvantage that the invalid can 
reasonably hope for, and presenting many attractive inducements for thfc 
votaries of pleasure and gaity. 

The most numerous religious sect of the county is that of the Method 
dists ; but they have as yet erected no house of worship deserving notice. 

Population in 1820, 4,5*22—the county then including a large tract noifr 
included in Logan county—in 1830, 5,270. This county belongs to th* 
16th judicial circuit, and 8th district. Tax paid in 1833, §564 21—ill 
1834, on lots, $21 20—on land, $266 15—298 slaves, §74 56—2341! 
horses, 11140 88—9 studs, 847 00— 3 carryalls, 83 00-—t gig, 50 ct*. 
Total, §553 23. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, §281 
—in 1834, $290 56. 
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carding machine, 
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:>ck s present 
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dwelling houses, a from 30 to 

arches; one 
‘ Pompey’s Pillar 
“Cassar’s Arch ;” 
nearly join. Five 



natural 



springs, and 10 E 
situated the Salt 

Chapman’s Mills, P. O. 255 ms. lake. The mountain 
C W- of R. lake or pond is situated, is supposed 

PARJSBURG, P. V. and county Xo be the highest in Virginia; being 
$eat % 297 ms. S. W. by W. of W. C. [one of the spurs, or it might be called, 

the main Alleghany mountain. The 
situation of Parisburg is eligible and 
picturesque; being located at 


and 240 S. W. from R., lat. 37° 21' 

Jgug. 3° 43* W of W. C. This 
^village is situated on the S. W. side 
<xf New river, three-fourths of a mile tremity of a mountain called “Angel’s 



from its bank, where that stream 


Rest,’ 5 and which is a continuation 


passes through Peters’ mountain, im- of what is further west called “Clinch 
mediately frbove the gmp, and directly mountain.” From the top of Angel’s 
4Mt the main post road, 18 ms. from Rest, is an extensive view of New 
Ike Red Sulphur Springs. It was river and the surrounding country, 
established by act of Assembly, and.Newbern, in Montgomery, can be 
Md off in June 1806 ; but owing to seen at 22 miles distant — and various 
to then being in one of the extreme other places. There is a line of 
frontier counties, the improvements stages running daily through this vil- 
-have progressed but slowly. It con- 'lage from Wythe C H. to Lewis burg, 
lains, besides the ordinary county'Greenbrier county. — This line leaves 

are handsome) about the main western route at Newbern, 


City, to 
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water 
contain 
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houses, (mostly built of, running from 
number of ethers in Knoxville, Tenn. 
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and 1 brick physician—colored 
Nine miles dis-< County Courts are 
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Montgomery 
iiiiiii W. by 
and its area 
and in 
eastern 







about 


verses 


Grayson was 
rtion 


by the Legislature in 
It is bounded 
8, by Surry and 
Its mean length is 66| 
miles. It extends in lat. 
to 4° 46' W. of W. C. 
southern counties of Virginia, which are coi 
river. Great Kanawha rises in Ashe county 

into Grayson, and thence turning 
line of Va. and N. C.; and turnin 
which it leaves by piercing the iron 
northward, and is drained by innumerable 
Great Kanawha, which is here called New river. 

Grayson is about 1600 feet above the level of the ocean, 
tion in 1810, 4,941— in 1820, 5,598—in 1830,7,675. 
il>elongsto the 10th judicial circuit and 5th district. Tax paid in 1833, 
1111468 45—in 1834 on lots, ® 10 54-—on land, §232 90—215 slaves, §53 75 
—2238 horses, $134 28— 8 studs, $31 00—1 coach, §2 00—4 carryalls, 
§4 60. Total, $468 97. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, 
$544 15—in 1833, $495 23. 
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Cranberry Plain, P. O. 277 

ms. S. W. by W. of R.and 353 from 

W., situated on Cranberry creek, a 

small branch of the Great Kanawha, 
which rises in the Iron mountains, 
and flows S. over the west angle ol 
Graysen, into Ashe Co. N. C. 

* GREENSVILLE, or GRAYSON 
C. H. P. V. and Seat of Justice , 276 
ms. from R. and 354 S. W. by W. of 
W., situated on the right bank o 
Hew river, 25 ms. S. S. E. of Ever- 
sham, the county seat of Wvthe. It 

the usual 


buildings, 9 dwelling houses, 3 miscel¬ 
laneous stores, 1 tavern, and several 
mechanics. White population 49 
persons; of whom 1 is an attorney— 
blacks 19—total 68. 

County Courts are held on the \tk 
Monday in every month. Quarterly 
in March , June, August and Novem¬ 
ber. 

Judge Brown holds 
f|Superior Courts of 
ry on the 10 th of April and S jt- 
tember. 




county 




GREENBRIER. • • 

®. 

Greenbrier was formed by the Legislature in 1777, and created from 
portions of Botetourt and Montgomery. It is bounded N. by Nicholas, 
and Pocahontas,—E. by Bath, and Alleghany,—S. by Monroe,—and W. 
by Great Kanawha, which separates it from Logan. Its mean length is 46 
miles, mean breadth 32J ; and area 1,409 square miles* It extends in lat. 
from 37° 40 1 to 38° 18* N. and in long. 3° to 4° 3‘ W. of W. C. It is prin¬ 
cipally drained by Greenbrier river, and its tributaries; but from its west- 
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western fron> 
by Charles 


from memoirs of 

communicated to the Philosophical 
tuart, Esq. of Augusta Co. 

the year 1749, a person who was a citizen of the county of Frederick, and 

of lunacy, when influenced by such fits, usually made excur¬ 
sions into the wilderness, and in his rambles westwardly, fell in on the waters of 

At that time, the country on the western waters were but little 
inhabitants of the then colonies of America, 
commenced settlements on the Ohio 

The lunatic being surprised to find waters running a 
had before known, returned with the intelligence of “ 


eat course from any 

’ abound with game. This soon excited the enterprise of 




known to the 
the French, who 





covery 

Two men from New England, of the name of Jacob Marlin and 



lien 





took up a residence upon Greenbrier river; but soon disagreeing in sentiment a 
rel occasioned their separation, and Sewell, for the sake of peace, quii 
and made his abode in a large hollow tree. In this situation they were 
late General Andrew Lewis, in the year 1751. Mr. Lewis was appointed agent' 
eompany of grantees, who obtained from the Governor and Council of Virginia, an 
order for one hundred thousand acres of land lying ou the waters of Greenbrier river, 
—and did, this year, proceed to make surveys to complete the quantity of said grant¬ 
ed lands; and finding Marlin and Sewell living in the neighborhood of each other, 
inquired what could induce them to live separate in a wilderness so distant from 
itations of any other human beings. They informed him that difference of 
ion had occasioned their separation, and that they had since enjoyed more tranquility 
and abetter understanding; for Sewell said, that each morning when they arose and 
Marlin came out of the great house and he from his hollow tree, they saluted each 
other saying—good morning Mr. Marlin, and good morning Mr. Sewell, so that a 
good understanding then existed between them ; but it did not last long, for Sewell 
removed about forty miles further west, to a creek that still bears his name. There 
the Indians found him and killed him. 

Previous to the year 1775, Mr. Lewis had completed for the grantees, under the 
order of council, upwards of fifty thousand acresand the war then commencing 
between England and France, nothing further was done in the business until the year 
1761, when his majesty issued his proclamation commanding all his subjects within 
the bounds ot the colony of Virginia, who were living, or who had made settlements 
on the western waters, to remove from them, as the lands were claimed by the In¬ 
dians, and good policy required that a peaceable understanding should be preserved 
with them, to prevent hostilities on their part. The order of council was never after¬ 
wards carried into effect, or his majesty’s consent obtained to confirm it. 

At the commencement of the revolution, when the state- of Virginia bega 
sume independence, and held a convention in 1770, some efforts were made 
the order of council established under the new order of things then beginning to 
piece. But it was not confirmed; and commissioners were 

certificates to each individual who had made settlements on the western water 
state of Virginia, previous to the year 17&S and since, with preference accord 
lime of improvements, which certificates gave the holder a ri 
his settlement claim, and the pre-emption of one 
‘ clear of prioi claims, and the holder chose 
ear, 1771, Greenbrier was separated from Botetourt 

from the river, which was so named by 
late General, and one of the grantees under the 
vith his son Andrew, exploring the country in 
green briers on the river, and declared lie would ev 





After peace was confirmed between England and France, in the year 1701, the In¬ 
dians commenced hostilities in 1703, when all the inhabitants in Greenbrier were 
totally cut oft* by a party of Indians, headed by the Cornstalk warrior. The chief 
Mttlements were on Muddy creek. These Indians, in number about sixty, introduced 
themselves into the people’s houses under the mask of friendship,—and every civility 
was offered them by the people, providing them victuals and accommodations for 
their entertainment, when, on a sudden, they killed the men and made prisoners of 
the women and children* From thence they passed over into the Levels, where some 
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in 1820, 7,340, and in 1830, 9,006. This 
circuit and 9 th district. Tax paid in 
§49 70—on land, $858 39—644 
28—22 studs, $208 00 —21 coaches, 




families were collected at the house of Archibald Clendenin, (where the Hon. Buford 
Smith now lives^) There were between fifty and one hundred persons, men, women 
iiad children. There the Indians were entertained, as at Muddy creek, in the most 
hospitable manner. Clendenin having just arrived from a hunt, with three fat elks, 
they were plentifully feasted. In the mean time an old woman, with a sore leg, was 
showing her distress to an Indian, and inquiring if he could administer to her relief: 
he said ie thought he could—and drawing his tomahawk, instantly killed her and all 
the men almost that were in the house. Conrad Yolkom only escaped, by being some 
distance from the house, when the outcries of the women and children alarmed him. 
He fled to Jackson’s river and alarmed the people, who were unwilling to believe 
Mm until the approach of the Indians convinced them. All fled before them; and 
they pursued on to Carr’s creek, in Rockbridge county, where many families were 
killed and taken by them. At Clendenin’s a scene of much cruelty was performed; 
and a negro woman, who was endeavoring to escape, killed her own child, who was 
pursuing her crying, lest she might be discovered by its cries. Mrs. Clendenin did 
not fail to abuse the Indians with terms of reproach, calling them cowards, Ac. al¬ 
though the tomahawk was drawn over her head, with threats of instant death, and 
the .scalp of her husband lashed about her jaws. The prisoners were all taken over 
to Muday creek, and a party of Indians retained them there till the return of the 
others from Carr’s creek, when the whole were taken off together. On the day 
started from the foot of Keeney’s Knob, going over the mountain, Mrs. 

child to a prisoner woman to carry, as the prisoners were 
line with the Indians in front and rear, and she escaped into a thicket 
and concealed herself until they all passed by. The cries of the child soon made 
the Indians inquire for the mother, who was missing; and one of them said lie w< 
soon bring the cow to her calf. Taking the child by the heels, he beat its brains 

i throwing it down in the path, all marched over 
out with the horses. She told me she returned 
dark, to her own house, a distance of more than ten miles, and covered her 
corpse with rails, which lay in the yard, where he was killed in 
escape over the fence, with one of his children in his arms; and lL ' 
a corn-field, where great fear came upon her, and she imagined si 
lag by her, within 

the war till 1704, and with much depredat 
incursions as far as within a few miles of Staunton. An 
the war in the foil of that year, by the march of an arm 
Colonel Bouquet, a British officer, who assembled, with hi 
Pitt, some companies of militia from Augusta county and 
# either volunteered their services or were such as ueere 
protect the inhabitants during the war. Colonel Bouquet 
somewhere near Muskingum, and the Indians deliver- 
returned to their friends, and a peace was concluded*. 
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Anthony’s Ci kbk, P. O. 254 ms. 

by W. of R. 

in the north' 

, and la call- 
a small stream 
S. W. nearly 
Greenbrier, until it 
river, 30 ms, from 
It rises in small rills on 
of the Alleghany 
and runs along its fool, 
gradually increasing to the width of 
about 60 feet at its piouth— in a beau¬ 
tiful well timbered valley. The 
lad is fertile and well adapted to all 
kinds of grain and grazing. Horses, 
cattle, i c. are raised in abundance in 
this valley. There are between 70 
tind 80 dwelling houses on the differ¬ 
ent farms, and the principal pursuit 
of the inhabitants is agriculture, 
though there are many mechanics, 
much as tanners, blacksmiths, gun-1 rocky sides gush limpid springs, 
smiths, carpenters, joiners, cabinet j which uniting, form a beautiful rivu- 
tn&kers, watch-makers, boot and shoe,let that irrigates and fertilizes the 


mountains. This valley is a onmc 
or arm of a larger one» here thrown 

out as if to penetrate deeper into the 
solitude of the mountains, by whom 
lofty battlements it is almost encir¬ 
cled. These mountains present their 
towering heads high above the m lu¬ 
cent country, covered with a richly 
variegated forest, which the timid 
deer seek for shelter from the eager 
pursuit of their enemies. Prom their 


makers, Ax. There are 2 houses of 
public worship, (I Presbyterian and 

1 Methodist,) 3 common schools, 1 


bottoms below. It pursues its gentle 
and meandering line down the valley 
which widens as the hills recede, un- 


temperance society, 1 mercantile store,;til it is lost by its union with another 
4 grist and 5 saw mills. The situa- stream of its own name, 
tion of this post office is handsome ; The mountain scenery i 
and eligible, on the main post road rich and romantic, 
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endless 
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origin in a deranged state of the di¬ 
gestive and glandular organs, the 
remedial efficacy of the water, when 
brought into judicious operation, will 
[insure permanent relief; —-also in that 
family of distempers w, 
seat "in the skin* 


water may be 
failing remedy. 

Cases of great 
elation of system, 




emu- 
a long 



the beautiful irregularity 
under their luxuriant ionage, is 
spread a verdant carpet, inviting the 
weary to rest,—the seekers of health 
and nleasure to recline, and inhale 

by, and 

taste the salubrious fountain that bub¬ 
bles beneath. Nature has performed 
her nan* and it remains alone for the 

and industry to 

i this 
The proprie- 
its value and advan- 
are now engaged in erecting 

ents commensurate 
with the utmost demands of the pub¬ 
lic. The buildings are planned and 
commenced upon an extensive scale, 
uniting elegance, convenience, and 
durability. The grounds within the 
precincts of the establishment will be 
so laid out a* to promote the ease 
and enjoyment of the visiter, and at 
the same time, add to the convenience 
and embellishment of the premises. 

From 20 to 30 thousand dollars will 
‘be expended as soon as practicable; and 

other additional improvements made,- 

ms the interests of the public may re- three active medicinal qualities in it* 
nire. Theday is not distant, when the composition, viz. a tonic quality, 
ue Sulphur Springs will be brought which admirably sustains and hu»- 
into successful competition with any bands the debilitated system, white 
other watering place of fashionable the alimentary canal, and glandular 
resort in Western Virginia. organs, are efficiently operated upon 

by its cathartic and deobstruent pow¬ 
ers. 

Clinton ville, P. O 231 ms. N; 
W. of R. and 273 from W., situated 


existence o I some' local disease, it k 

peculiarly adapted. 

In all affections growing 
some perversion in the uterine fane* 

tion ;—as hysteria, chlorosis, or green 
sickness ; partial or total suppression 
of the menstruel secretion, dtc., the 
Blue Sulphur water may be resorted 
to in full confidence of obtaining 
speedy relief. 

From the tried virtues of this 
medical spring in the list of disease# 
above enumerated, I think we may 
correctly infer, that it holds at 
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very extensive sales of stock annually' Lick Creek, P. O. 236 ms. from 
effected in the neighborhood of this R. and 293 N. W. by W. of W.» situ- 
village. lated near the county line of Fayette. 

Hock max, P. O. 233 ms. from R* It contains numerous dwelling houses, 

end 275 S. W. by W of W. and several mechanics. Its popula 

. LEWISBURG, P. V. and Seat of tion is 280. The land on the creek 
Imtice, 221 ms. W. of R. and 263 8 is of good quality, producing well, 
by W. Of W.; in lat. 37° 48' N. 

«d lonp. 3° 26’ W. of W. a This 
tillage is situated near the southern 
border of the county, immediately on 
die lames river and Kanawha turn- 

cqui-distant 100 ms. from 
arleston, Kanawha, and Staunton, 

Augusta, 9 ms. west of the White 

Sulphur, and 12 east of the Blue Sul- R. and 266 8.JW. by W. of W- 
phur Springs. Besides the ordinary '' ~ ~ 

county buildings, it contains 101 

houses, 3 houses of public 
” ist, 1 Presbyterian, 

1 academy* i cum* 



dian com, wheat, rye, oats and. 

toes, and table vegetables in abun¬ 
dance. ‘ There are 3 grist mills in 
the vicinity. A large stream of sul¬ 
phur water is found 5 iiris. distant from 
this P. O. near the mouth of the 
creek. 

Maysville, P. O. 224 ms. from 



w 

and 
men school, 




Meadow. Dale, P. 
from R. and 288 from W- 
Sewell Mountain, P 
ms. from R. and 294 
W-. situated in the western 





■kers, and 3 
this vj 
tainous 
imjirovi 
Population 


3 Sunday schools. 6 county. 

»1 printing office, is- Spring Creek, 
paper, 2 tan) ; ards, 3 From R. and 254 

shops, 2 cop-| White Sulphur 
plate workers, 3.212 ms. W. of 
house carpenters, 4 :w., situated in 

makers, 2|county, 9 
, 2 wagon ma-burg. We re 
situation ophave not 







, moun- 
been rapidly 
or 4 years; 

of 





i 


proprietors 
to reply to 
made to 
this cele- 


the 

them for a description 
brated, and delightful watering place, 
real beauty o( the place, the ex- 








WESTERN VIRGINIA 






tensive 

ing, and always 
concourse of viaiterR 
powers of the 

of 

have 
been 
but 

beginning to 
of these 
vast concourse 
north and 
west, 


erect- 
vast 








. are subjects 
might 
would have 
y to this state, 
which is 
the excellence 
Already there is a 
strangers, from the 
the east and the 




never been taken, 
i* now chiefly owned 

capital au» 
, 000 , 
are 







inr; 

















The 

by Mr. Caldwell, 
thorized by the 
(of which not less 
to be held by other 
proprietors) or 
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1 We knew 

when the accommodations were con 
fined, and much 
mand. Those accommodations 
rapidly expanded, year 

baneful miasmata ofjthey are still as inadequate as 12 years 

ago. The multitudes who flock ihith 

er for recreation or health 
with the resources of the 
its population, and will continue 
crease beyond what would now ap¬ 
pear a rational calculation. As a 
property it is impossible to estimate 
Us worth. Some 10 years ago it was 
estimated at from 75 to $150,000. It 
has ascended in speculation to 500 ,- 
000,750,000, and $1,000,000. A few 


the marshes, to find health and plea¬ 
sure at the Virginia Springs, among 

shines forth: 
infer mmorcs sideres. n 

never been our misfortune 
to be compelled to seek it for health, 

an agreeable summer retreat,] 
e can surpass it. We pre- 
sume the buildings in the approaching 
summer of 1835, will be sufficient to 
accommodate 400 persons. Several 



large and handsome hotels have] years hence, when, further improved; 
sprung up in the neighborhood, for this will unquestionably be thought 



istance of 6 or 7 ms. with the!far below the true value: for although 
view of merely accomodating thej^is possible that as good sulphur wa- 
company, over-flowing from the lim- * eT may be found, better can -never be, 
ited accommodation at the Springs, laud the established ferae of the White 
The General Assembly in the sessioniSulphur must at all times, keep dowq 
of 1833-4, granted a'charter of ^destructive competition-” ‘ ' ^ 

corporation to the proprietors, but wei ' . . . 
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extends in 
the soil is poor 
theless produ 
miller it is 
ciously 
tains are 

to the quality 

fetation of 



was established by the Legislature in 1754, 
Frederick. It is bounded by Morgan N. E. 

and Alleghapy county of Maryland, 
33 ms.; mean breadth 30; and area 
t. from 1° 28’, to 2° 12’ W. of W- C. 
and much that is cultivated, is on 
an abundance of wheat of the first quality 
cleared, and would continue to produce well, 
as gypsum acts powerfully upon it. The 
but would afford an excellent 
mutton and wool w}iich Would be 

that wav. The 








hills and mountain 







The prmcipa 
Potomac, 
there are 
been 








ce of their own lan 
are South branch 
river Potomac, and the 
fertile low grounds, 
rich, and inexhaustible bottom 
the South branch flows, 
river as regards the fertili 
, and are not surpassed in 

any perhaps in the world. They have been known 
'dian corn, in some instances, for 20, 30 or 40 years in succession 
little dimunition of their product. In Hampshire the low 
yarrow, with some small change in the quality of the soil, 


111 very 


independent. 


branch of 
of these 
has long 
In the county 
it enters Hampshire, 
be styled the 

esatby 






prices by the owners. They have sold at 
8150 per acre, and in Hardy, as high 
The bottoms on the North branch are also 
on the South, 
great Cacapon which flows in a course of 40 ms. 



upward 



through the county, the low grounds are inferior to those on the North 
branch. Patterson’s creek also flows through the whole breadth of the 
county, having fine bottom lands on its margin throughout its course. The 
1 tee of the country here, and in the county of Hardy, give evidence of 

convulsions and disruptions, which we might suppose took place in a war 
een rivers and mountains at some remote period, from which it might 
infered, that the rich valley on the South branch, had at one time been 
in lake ; that the waters had risen until they had broken over the mountains 
in different places and torn for themselves a passage through, quite down 
to their ’bases ; leaving tremendous precipices of rocks of astonishing height, 
which overhang the traveller on the road* passing through those breaches 
OH the narrow margin, now formed between the river and the rocks. One 
of these is to be seen about 4 ms. below the town of Romney, constituting 
lilt object of great grandeur and sublimity to the beholder; and what height¬ 
ens his wonder and curiosity, still more, it appears as if the capricious river 


not content with the victory it had gained, or the course it had taken 

3 or 4 ms. below, it breaks through the same mountain again, to 
• - * 

S’ 



about 

same 



which it had previously flowed, leaving a similar precipice on its 







the sun 
the 












ut one of the most puzzelling curiosities in this county, is 
[ce mountain. It appears to be an entire pile of 
summit, about the size of building stone, destitute of soil or 

with few exceptions. It is fully exposed to the w 

greatest part of the day, yet 
ummer, on any part of this mountain thus 

found on turning up the stones to 
that, the mineralogies! or chemica 
to preserve ice in hot weather, i 
, has not yet been ascertained 
as stated. This natural ice 
s, and near the old 
from the former, 
margin of the North branch 

irgioia 






mountain 
what that coinpo 
that the ice 
the North 
Winchester 
of the 
boundary 




of about a 
the 










it is notorious 
is situated near 

to 

north western section 

The 

are immense field* 















yet been 
be of the 


capitalists 
up, with a 
, when the 
is no doubt 
to place this 
canal (if it 
are indica- 


<rf bituminous coal,. 

from the cities, who are at tins time rapi 
View to the great profits which it is contem 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal shall reach them, 
a rational one, when the small expense which it wi 
coal in the boat, and the facility of carrying it to 

is considered. Near to these coal 
iron ore in large quantities, affording the most 

jland in the cheapness of bar iron 
known that where iron is made by stone coa 

it out in mills instead of hammering, 
which it must cost to make it by charcoal 
practised now in the United Sates with few 
ara iarge deposits of iron ore over the whole country. It 
more abundant in this, than in any other county in the state 
Cacapon, from its source to its mouth, the appearance 
to be seen in almost every ridge. Very little of it 
but the greatest part of what has been tried, is found 
Beat quality. In fact for the manufacture of iron, the great Cacapon may 
become to Virginia, what Juniata has to Pennsylvania, a great source of 
wealth. The men of wealth on the South branch, and in other parts of the 
County, have hitherto been so entirely engrossed in fattening beef for mar¬ 
ket, that they have thought veTy little of improving any other resource of 
the country, not even in erecting mills, for manufacturing flour; but it is to 
be hoped, that the north western turnpike, now making, which passes 
through the whole length of the country from east to west, will tiring its 
other resources into action which were locked up before by the modntains. 
The lowest elevation of this county is along the branches of the Potomac, 
and this exceeds 500 11. Population in 18:20, 10,889—‘1830, 11,279. 
belongs to the 13th judicial circuit, and 7th district. Tax paid in 
§2,399 27—in 1834, on lots, $19 01—on land, $1,631 86—703 skives, 
§175 75—4,925 horses, $295 50—22 studs, §169 00 —6 coaches, $13 00 
carryalls, §22 00 —7 gigs, $5 80. Total, $2,411 92. Expended* in 

poor children in 1832, $912 14—in 1834, §949 00. 
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, P. O. 205 ms. from 
N. N. W. of Washing- 
on a small water 

p 

son’s creek. It 
store, a house 
houses oc» 



eupi 
Abl 
lions 

this post office once a 
route has teen 
this place, to 

r iy county. 
mail passes 

week. The 




a house o! 
denomina- 
repasses 
A new 

established from 

in Alle- 
on which 
once a 




from Winchester to 

immediately through 

ing passed through 

county seat, 11 ms. 

Cold Strea 

172 ms. from 

W. of W 

20 ms. N. W. 

E. of Romne 

* 

kersburg an 
contains, 12 
copalian, 
worship, 

•nntile 





passes 
place, har- 






Epis*- 

house of 
1 mer- 

& 

manufactory, 
flour mill, 






2 saw mills, 2 gunsnufm doinj 
considerable business annually, 
eitlbinet maker, and various other i 
chunks. Population 68 whites, 5 
whom are physicians, and 12 co 
ed,—total 80. Much timber is c 
lied in boats and rafts from this pk 
down the Big Cacapon to the Pc 
mac, and thence to various mark 
The Cold Stream is one of the l 
water courses in the state: on it 







11 cal led a vi 





•OYera. 



various other me- at which is k« 
m 68 whites, 2 of of considerable 
ms, and 12 color- ated on the rc 
:h timber is car- Chester to Ron 
fts from this place, former, and 2£ 
ipon to the Poto- the vicinity on 
various markets, situated 2 ext 
s one of the best flour mills, ac 
le state; on it are repute, 2 tan 
id manufactories; makers, and b 




Glencoe though 
nply a post office, 
mercantile store 
riety. It is situ- 

19 ms. from the 
l the latter. In 
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manufacturing 
orjge, in great 
several wagon 


it flows abundantly in the dryest sea* various other mechanics in the neigh- 
son, and never freezes in winter. It borhood. Within Id ms. of fhis 


empties into the Cacapon river, about place are situated the celebrated Ca- 
50 yards above the woollen factory pon Springs, which are famed for 
before mentioned. . The bottom and the medical qualities of their wafers, 
level lands in this neighborhood are The accommodations are comfortable 
fertile, producing corn, wheat oats, and convenient, and' there are gener* 
rye, &c. f and are improved by clover ally in the summer months from 50 
and plaster. The country around is to 70 boarders, who resort to these 
somewhat mountainous, generally springs for health and pleasure. The 
high and rocky. Six miles N. of country around is extremely rough 
Aw place is the famous Ice mountain and mountainous. The great Oaeat- 
spoken of in the general description pon at its head, takes the name of 
cif Virginia in. the first part of the Lost river, from the feet that it dis- 
work. The mountain is situated appears, and after taking a subterni- 
Bear North river, and on the north neous passage for some considerable 
west side of the mountain. By re- distance, is seen again. When this 
moving the stones for a about a foot stream is high great quantities of 
below the surface, ice may be had in lumber are conveyed to Harper s 
any quantity in the dryest and hot- Ferry, Georgetown, Washington 
test season of the year. City, and Alexandria. Some years 

'— * ~ " •_^ _ Ji . l. 


Dillon’s Run, P. O. 179 ms. N. t since the Cacapon and North river 
W. of R. and 100 N. W. of W., sit-.conijiany was created with a view of 
lulled 16 miles E. of Romney, the!making these streams navigable, 
county scat | Five miles distant from this place, 

Frankfort, P. O. 203 ms. from there is an extensive vineyard, be¬ 
ll and 124 ms, N. W. by W. of W,, longing to Gen’1 Lockhart, in a flou- 
aituated near the right bank of Pat- rishing condition, the wine of which 
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ling houses, 
worship, 3 
taverns, 1 r 




•hops, I co< 
hatter, 1 cha 
shoe factoi 
'whites, inclu 
colored,—tot 
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in the northern pari is said for flavor 
It contains 25 dwel* to equal any ir 
episcopalian house of factured in eac 
icellaneous stores, 2 years of 1832-1 
ifacturing flour mill, barrels. The d 
addler, 2 blacksmith nominations in t 
r, 1 wagon maker, 1 byterians, Baplii 
nakcr, and 3 boot and Hanging Rc 
Population 146 from R. and 102 
gf 1 physician, and 13 situated 28 ms. 
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. seat. 







i© successive 
5 acres, 30 
religious de¬ 
lion are Pres- 
Methodists. 

O. !. 82 ms. 

by W. of W. f 
f Winchester, 
/, the county 
tost office de* 
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Ielves its name 

pfqjects or hangs over the road, pass- other high ground* and loaded With 
it jag through a gap. of the North river a growl! of large timber. There 
mountain, where the northwestern has been lately erected here a house 
turnpike foad, lately located from of entertainment Little Campon 
Winchester to the Ohio river, now has its source in the Grassy Lick, on 
passes. This Rock is situated about Stoney mountains, in the southwest 
^fourth oi a mile on the E. side of part of the county, runs northeast 50 
the North river, a stream navigable miles, and after receiving numerous 
for rafts, boats, &.c. It empties into tributaries, empties into the Potomac 
groat Cacapon, 14 ms. N. E. of this river.—This .stream was declared a 
place. _ The post office was first, es- public highway by an .act of the Vir- 
taMished near the rock, but has been ginia Legislature in 1332, and is 
tyrice moved,—its present location is navigable for boats, rafts, &x. 20 ins. 
2| miles west of the rock. In the from its mouth. The - soil on this 
vicinity there are 2 houses of public creek is of good quality, producing 
worship, (1 Methodist called Hang - well wheat, corn, rye, oats, &c. 
img Rock Meeting House , the other There are l manufacturing flour mil! 
free for all denominations, called 7 saw and 5 grist mills, located on 
tion's Church ,) 1 manufacturing this stream; and in its vicinity are 3 
flour mill, and 1 grist mill. Two houses of public worship, (2 Baptist 
miles below the rock, on a small and 1 Presbyterian.) The uplands 
stream emptying into North river, 4 in the neighborhood are slate nail, 
miles above this place, are 2 grist and and when first cleared produce good 
I oil mill, and carding machine. The wheat, com, Ax. The mountains 
kinds on North river are generally and hills abound in pine of the best 
fertile and productive, and those lying quality. The principal mountains 
between North river and South are Spring Gap and Little Capon, 
Branch of Potomac, are mostly brok- mountains on the east,—and Town 
on and hilly, but where well cultiva- Hill mountain on the west, running 
ted. are tolerably productive. The!parallel with the stream, 
turnpike crosses 3 considerable moun- North River Mills, P. O. 176 
t^ins, viz. North river , Sandy ridge , ms. from R. and 99 from W. 
%oA.DilloiCs mountains. North River Meeting House, 

Little Cacapon, river and P. O. P. O 194 ms. from R. and 115 N. 
168 ms. from R. and 109 from W. W. by W. of W. 

The P. O. is situated 1 mile W. of Paddytown, P. V. 214.ms. from 
little Cacapon river, 14 N, E. of R. and 135 N. W. by W. of W. 
Romney, and 7 E. of Springfield, at This small but romantic village con- 
tip: Sulphur Springs, on the Spring- tains 6 dwelling houses, 1 mercantile 
field road. The water of this spring store, l manufacturing flourmill; and 
is, strongly impregnated with mine- there are in the. immediate vicinity, 1 
rals, is pleasant to the taste, and is forge and furnace. It is situated up- 
somewhat noted for its salubrious on the banks of the North Branch of 
efficacy. At this spring there is -a Potomac river, between Knobley , 
natural mound, composed of rock New Creek and Alleghany mounr 
and earth, about 20 feet in height and tains, commanding a beautiful proa™ 
60 in circumference at its base; with pect of the latter, which lies within 
the main post road passing on one one and a half mile distant:— Queen!i 
idlils, and a small stream of water on Pointojxd Slim Bottom HUL Queen’s 
ilie other. This mound invariably Point is remarkably for the magnifi- 
iijgymcts the attention of the passing cent aspect* which is Here presented 
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to the spectator 
looks the 
000 feet 
which 
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winds free 
freezes the 
cavity serve* 
the summer, 
cave on the 
whence their 
breeze which 
This spot has 
over it and is 
house. There is 
the lands of J. 




over- 
ofl 

j or top of 

pro- 

fock upwards oi 100 feet Id 
. Through this rock which 

width there is a 
kind of avenue or alley, thro 5 which 

enerally pass. This point 
of considerable resort, dur= 
jug the summer season, and derives 
its name from the circumstance of a 

name of Queen, hav- 
to pass by the foot path, 

around the base of the spring, from which t 

horseback, but the feet oft several barrels of 
slipping he was precipi¬ 
tated with his rider over the preci¬ 
pice, and both were killed. 

Slim Bottom Mill is also a place 
of some resort, and from its novelty 
deserves to be partially noticed. The 
most conspicuous part of this place 
is a large prominent projecting rock 
which overhangs the river, the height 
of which is about 90 feet. This 
rock appears to have been at one time 
connected with the opposite rock on 
the Maryland side. This general 
opinion is derived from their similar¬ 
ity, and the fact of their being so near 
in contact, the river only separating 
them. There are several other natu¬ 
ral curiosities immediately in the vi¬ 
cinity of this village worthy of no¬ 
tice; amongst others is a cavern or 

cave, upon the side of Martin's Hill , 1 ms. from R. and 95 from 

point not much short of] S hertz's Mill, 
feet high,) from whence; R. and 126 N. W. 
a very small stream Springfield, 
in this cave during the : R. and 118 N. 
produces considerable! This \illage is 

ice. This re- section of the 

a 

can only be from Winchester 
■ manner. Its pike, (42 ms. 
ue north, and, from the 


small to make ll prac- 

th rough.) 
northern 
naturally 
winter, and the 
se, luring 
also a similar 

beira» 
a perpetual 
‘ cold. 





turea. 

ROMNEY, P. V. and seat of jus¬ 
tice, on the right bunk of the South 

Branch of Potomac, 195 ms. from R. 

116 N. N. W. of W., 39 ms. in a 

similar direction from Winchester, 
and 28 S. of Cumberland in Mary¬ 
land, situated in Jat. 49° 20' N. 
long. 1° 42' W. of W. C. 
lation in 1830, 346, of whom 100 
were colored persons. 

County Courts are held on the 4A 
Monday in every month :— Quarter¬ 
ly in March, June, August and No¬ 
vember. 

Judge Parker holds his Circuit 
Superior Court of Law and Chance¬ 
ry on the 28 th of April and 12/A 

September. 

Shkkkakd’s Store, P. 
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mile from 
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which are 
brunches of 
mercantile stores, 
yard, 1 saddler, 3 toot 
tones, 2 smith shops, 
chair maker 




house joiner, and I 
Springfield is proba- 




game, such 
pheasants, squirrel® 
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cian. 




villages in 

by utiful 

in the neigh- 
stocked with 
turkeys, 
Population 
is a physi- 





HARDY* 


Hardy was created by the Legislator# in 1780, and formed from a por¬ 
tion of Hampshire county. It is bounded by Hampshire N. and N. E., She¬ 
nandoah E., Rockingham S. E., Pendleton S. t Randolph S. W. and W. and 
Alleghany county, of Maryland, N. W.; its mean length is 42ms;breadth 
17 and area 714 sq. ms., extending in lat. from 38° 43’, to 39° 18* N. and 
in long, from 1 ° 43', to 2 ° 30’ W. of W. C. The surface of Hardy inclines 
to the N. E. and is traversed in that direction by the South branch, and sev- 
tal other tributaries of the Potomac; with lateral chains of mountains in¬ 
tervening; which also extend in a similar direction with the rivers. The 
'surface is much broken, and for the most part very rocky and sterile; hut 
tracts of excellent land, lie on the streams, and in the mountain vallies. The 
mean elevation of the arable land, is perhaps 1000 ft. above the ocean. 
There are some valuable banks of iron ore in this county, among these the 
one near the Cacapon furnace, about 30 ms.'from 'Winchester, deserves to 
be mentioned. Population in '1820, 5,700 —in 1830, 6,778. This county 
belongs to the 14th judicial circuit, and 7th district. Tax paid in 1833, 
112,549 64—in 1834, on lots, $34 21—on land, §1,999 81—607 slaves, 
$151 75—3,837 horses, $230 22— 20 studs, @173 00 —8 coaches, §17 50 
3 carryalls, §3 00 . Total, $2,609 49. Expended in educating poor chil¬ 
dren in 1832, $332 23—in 1833, $665 87. 
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Federal Hill, P. O. 178 ms. W. 
R. and 125 W. of W. C., situated 
in the eastern part of the county. 

Hazard Forge, F O. 212 mi. 
from R. and 145 W. of W. C. 

, P. V. miSimiy] 
. from R. and 128 W. I 
39° 02' N. and long. 
This villsg Is 
right bank of the South 
Potomac, iit the junc¬ 
tion of the South fork, in one of the 
richest vallies in western Virginia, 50 
Ins. a little S. W. of Winchester, It 
Contains besides the usual county 
HilMihgs, 50 dwelling houses, 1 


Justice, 
of W. 

2 " 02 ' 
situated on 
branch of 








school, 
ranee socie- 
rted, 




house of public worship, free for 

denominations, 1 ” 

Bible, 1 tract and 1 
ty, 1 public library 
mercantile stores, 
diets, I hatter, 3 
net makers, 2 hou 
and shoe 
maker, and 
cinity are 3 manufacturing flour milk 
and 2 country mills, 2 carding and 
l fulling and dying machine. Popu¬ 
lation 350 prions | of whom 3 are at¬ 
torneys, and 4 regular physicians. 

Courts are held on the 3 d 

—Quarterly 


in every 



ors, 1 wagon 
. In the vi- 
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Luney’s 
R. and 


m March, Jane 
her. 

Judge Sim 
Superior Court 
eery on the 21; 


in March, June , Augmi and iVoi>e »-i several ms. under ground. This vil- 
Atfr. lag© was laid off in 1827, and now 

Judge Smith holds his Circuit contains 17 dwelling house*, 1 house 
Superior Courts of Law and Chan- of public worship, free for all denom* 
eery on the 21$f of April and Sep- inations, 1 common school, 2 taverns. 
Umber . 1 tanyard, 1 saddler, 1 boot and shoe 

Lost River, P. O. 130 ms. W. of maker, 2 tailors, 1 wagon maker, 1 
W. C. situated in the eastern part ofjcbair maker, 1 hatter, 1 house joiner, 
tins county. 1 milliner and mantua maker, 1 stone 

Luney’s Cheek, P. O. 201 ms. mason, and 1 smith shop. Popula- 
firom R. and 141 W. of W., situated lion 75 persons; of whom 1 is a pliy- 
10 nos. W. of Moor Field. . sician. In the vicinitv of this pJace, 

Trout Run, or Wardensville, are 2 manufacturing flour mills, mad 
Election Precinct and P. V* 180 ms. 4 iron works, 2 forges for xnanufac- 
from R. and 101 W. of W. This lure of bar iron, and 2 furnaces for 
village is situated on Trout Run, making pig iron and castings. War* 
which here unites with Lost River, densviile is situated 28 ms. from Win* 
and forms the great Cacapon. The Chester, 18 from Woodstock, and equi 
great Cacapon is navigable at some distant 26 from the county seats of 
seasons of the year,—its principal Hardy and Hampshire. It is destin- 
atieam Lost River, rises within 2 ms. led from its central situation, to become 
of Wardensville, after having passed |a place of some importance* 


HARRISON# 

. Harrison was created* in 1784, and formed from a portion of Monoi u- 

lia. It is bounded N. and N. E. by Monongalia, E. by Randolph, S. by 
Lewis, and W. by Wood and Tyler. Ita mean length is 56 ms. ; mean 
breath 22 and area 1100 sq. ms., extending in lat. from 39° §3’, to 39° 35’ 

N. and in long, from 2 ° 53' to 3° 55' W. of W. C. The Western branch 


of the Monongahela river, enters the southern border of Harrison, 
ing N. N. E. receives from both sides, numerous creeks, which 
central and most considerable part of this county. The western 
ever declines westward, and is drained by the sources of Mid< 
creek. The surface of the whole county is much broken, but gen 
tile. Population in 1820, 10,932—1830, 14,792. It belongs t 



judicial circuit, and 9th district. Tax paid in 1833, §1,616 6 
oil lots, §133 21^-on land, 1,056 27—339 slaves, #84 75—5. 
4817 64—28 studs, 0106.00—11 carryalls, §11 00. Total, 
Expended in educating poor children in 1832, §976 13—in 183 
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es, I house 
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I saw mill. 
The situa- 



runsjiion of this town is 
, It in a flourishing a 


*h and healthy, 
densely settled 


part of the 
Prunty town 
and is imurc 



ms. west of Super! 
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It. and 226 fro 
and thriving vi 




, P. V. and Seat R. and 236 W. 
N. W. by W. of Lewisport, ' 
. This healthy and 256 from V 
is situated above, of Clarksburg, 













unty seats 
lain stage 
it crosses 


of Morgantown, on the Weston and Middlebourn 
;he Monongahela river, of Lewis and Tyler, on th 
b of north western Vir- road, at the point, at whi 
giuia, at the junction of Elk creek, Middle Island creek. This creek is 
with the west fork of the Mohongahela, a beautiful stream, which empties into 
•about 100 ms. by the post road south the Ohio; it is 75 yards undo, and 
of Pittsburg, 250 W. of Baltimore, navigable from its mouth to this place, 
and 70 E. of the Ohio river. It is a Lewisport contains 8 dwelling houses, 
corporate town and well built;' con- 1 Baptist house of worship, 1 common 
taining besides the usual county build- school, 1 mercantile store, 2 taverns, 
ings, 100 dwelling houses, 1 Met ho- 1 manufacturing flour mill, and seve» 
dist house of worship, 2 common ral mechanical establishment. Pop- 
schools, a temperance, bible and Sun- ulation 50 persons; of whom I is a 
clay achool society, 9 mercantile physician. This village is surround- 
stores, a grist and an oil mill, 1 print- ed by endless quantities of valuable 
ing office which issues a weekly pa-[timber,—the neighborhood abounds 


per, 1 tanyard, 3 saddlers, and all oth- with stone coal and limestone; and 
er mechanics usual or necssary for an many excellent sites for manufacto- 


inland town. There is a chalybeate ries. .Wheat, rye, oats and timothy, 
spring, whence issues a never failing are the principal products. The face 
stream of highly medicinal water, of the country is uneven, but the soil 
This village stands on a rolling table rich. 

land, surrounded by an amphitheatre Milford. 265 ms. from R. and 233 

of hills, ranging in distance from a from W. This villi. is pleasantly 

mile, to a few hundred yards. Elk situated on the north bank of the west 


Run meadering through and around fork of the Monongahela river, 8 ms. 
the town, adds additional beauty to S. S. W. of Clarksburg. It contains 
the scene. Clarksburg is furnished 15 dwelling-houses, 1 house of public 
iifitb inexhaustible sunolies of coal in! worshio. (Methodist) I house of pub* 



•nil 



lexhaustible supplies of coal in worship, (Methodist) 1 
tmetdiate neighborhood; and lie entertain c lent, l 
situated in the midst of a large store, I tanyard, 1 boot 
mrishing county, possessed of ker, 1 gun smith, 1 ho 








•being near 
ginia,—it i 
a place of 


ds and great mine- I cooper, 1 grist and 1 
iron, salt, <fcc. and land in the immediate 







tre of N. W, Vir- village is level, but 
e in time to become rounding country is 




sur- 






©£ whom 20 are attorneys 
ular physicians. 

County Courts are hel 
Monday, in every moi 
imty in March, June, . 
November, 

- Junes Duncan holds 


erable importance, tainous; but not so pre 
ion is 700 persons; preclude its cultivation 
torneys, and 4 reg- summit. The soil is gt 

the bottoms being a hea 
ire held on the 3d for meadow lands. T 








month :—Quar 




ited 


a lor meadow lands. I he nil is are 
%ar- generally a loose black soil, and very 
and fertile. The products are wheat, In* 
dian corn, rye, oats, flax, hemp and 
it'various kinds of pulse and vegetables. 




The lands are 
lairing cattle, 
principal staples 
ularion 61, 

The nei 
and 
try, si 
place, 
moved 
the 

New Salem 

W. C 



adapted toi 






one 


a slave, 
settled, 

coun- 

ever open to this 
ce has lately been 
to Lost creek, on 
river. 






O. 240 ms. w. oil extreme! 





R. 


high water, 
gart’s 

village—the 
gahela of 
Steam-boats 
if there were no 
The surrounding 


Wert Fork river 
wide, passes in 
is navigable ai 
empties into the Ty- 

below this 




Monon- 
vanim. 



ams. 




Pbunty Town, P. V. 276 ms. 
from R. and 209 N. W* by W- of W 
situated near the ferry across Tygarfs 
YmUey river , 18 ms. N. £. by R. of] ton wood, 

It contains 18 dwelling 
Methodist and 1 Baptist 
of worship,, 1 common school, 
miscellaneous stores, 1 tavern, 1 

2 saddlers, 2 boot and shoe 
factories, 1 hatter, 1 tailor, 2 smith 

1 gun smith, and I cabinet ma¬ 
ker. Population 110. The surround¬ 
ing country is somewhat broken, but 
the soil is good, and well adapted to 
the grazing of cattle; and growing 
•very species of small grain. 

Shinnston, P. V. 270 ms. from R. 

236 W. of W. C. This village 





well tim 





broken, 
with 

hickory, poplars 

locust, honey locust, sugar maple; 
black walnut, butter unit, beach, cot¬ 
ress, sycamore, birch, 
lynn; and affords an abundance of 
gensang, snake root, dtc. The coun¬ 
try around is thickly settled, and the 
pursuits of the inhabitant! are agri¬ 
culture, grazing, and raising cattle, 
and furnishing of lumber for the va¬ 
rious markets. The neighborhood of 
Shinn ton in geological language 
would be called a secondary formation, 
based on calcar ions and clay shist 
rocks, abounding in, iron ore, and bi¬ 
tuminous coal,; the latter unusually 
abundant,—several strata -being dis¬ 
posed one above the other, in the same 
was kid off in the vear 1817 by thejhill. The strata are usually 10 feet 
Bev. Asa Shinn and brothers, and in deep, of excellent coal. The sub6tra- 
corporated by act of Assemby the same! turn of earth is also, generally about 
year. It is situated on the right bank 10 ft. deep, composed of a yellow al- 
ofthe West Fork river, on a beautiful luminous clay, very suitable for potte- 

’ ‘ - "" ry and brick. The super stratum is 

a rich vegetable 



lain, containing about 30 acres of 

, above high water mark, 
ms. N. R. of Clarksburg, and. 30 



are 18 dwelling 
of public worship, 
free for all denominations, 1 common 
school, 2 miscellaneous stores, 1 wag- 
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lumber 



gun 
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JACKSON. 





the county, and after pursuing a south easterly course 15 ms. 
N., thence to tb© N. W. and empties into the Ohio, 4 ms. above 



Jackson was created by the Legislature in March, 1831. 
from portions of Mason, Kanawha and Wood. It is bounded 
Wood, E. by 'Lewis, S. by Kanawha, S. W. by Mason, 

Ohio river. Its form is irregular. It liea between 38° 3 
lat. Its length is 33 ms.; mean breath 24; and area 850 
washes its north western border for a space of 34 ms. 

creeks intersect it. Great Mill creek rises in the 


Ohio 
e and 
flirt of 
to the 
comer 

of the county. Its length is 65 ms., half of which is navigable for Is, 
Two miles below Ripley on this stream, are situated 1 manufacturing flour 
mill, 1 saw mill, 1 wool carding and turning machine, a distillery and cab¬ 
inet maker's shop: a few miles below this, there is another mill. Sandy 
creek , 8 ms. N. of Great Mill creek, is the next stream in importance; it 
enters the Ohio in 39° 07' N. lat. This little creek is inhabited by an in¬ 
dustrious and enterprising class of people, who have in the last three years 
transported nearly 410,000 worth of lumber to market. Pond creek in the 
northern part of the county is a good sized mill stream, but too small for 
navigation; the greater part of this stream is in Mason county. It empties 
into the Ohio in lat. 39° 15' N. Reedy and Sp ring creel:* rise in this 
county,—the first pursuing a N. E., the latter a N. course. They pass into 
Wood county, and after a short course, empty into the Little Kanawha. 
‘The West Fork of Little Kanawha flows through this county, for a distance 

ms. and affords some excellent sites for water works. Poceialic* 
in this county, and flowing in a south westerly course, it enters Ka- 
county, and forms a junction with Little fee 
not mountainous, but may be said to be a mass 
", are in the eastern side of the county. The soil is, as in many 
western Virginia, well adapted to grazing. The bottom lancli: 

and its branches, are of the first quality,—other creeks 
bottoms, and there is much arable land besides that on the 
The productions of the county, are Indian corn, wheat, rye 
tobacco, potatoes and other productions usual in the same 

exports from the interior part of the county, lire 
the Ohio the people export large quantities of 
" lumber of every description. The agriculture 
to be yet in its infancy, however, large quantities 
the Ohio annually, to diflerenthnarkets. Or- 
where they have been planted early and nur- 
tnce. This county abounds with the 
on the bottoms and ridges,— also black 

r s ash, elm, iynn and sycamore. 




river. 1 



oats, flax, 
latitude. 





corn, Ac 
cLirda are 
tur©d with 
finest 



Mekory, sugar 






0 H many 
river and 
washings 
to find 
the 
and 
monly 
or ’ 

era ran fires of 
some 
the v 


ridges groves of yellow pine. The lands along the Ohio 
streams in this county, are alluvial, being composed of the 




no uncommon thine 
below 





1 


higher lands and hms, in which 
&c. buried a considerable 
along the Ohio river, are 
to that found in the 
to the river, which 
at the present time. There 
in this county an abundance of 
there have been found small veins 
H. are appearances of salt water, 
stores, 8 saw mills, 5 grist mills, 

. and 5 tanneries. Population 3,300. 
circuit and 10th district. Tax paid in 1833, $259 
36—on land, ®134 79—31 slaves, $7 75—972 
5 studs, $22 00. Total 227 22 . No school commissioners 
1832. Expended in 1833, $113 28. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, &c. 

RIPLEY, P. V. and Seat of Jus - and Chancery are held on the 10 th 
tUe, 350 ms. N. of R. and 341 W. of of April and September , by Judos 



e* in 
and in 

w 

are in this 
distillery 
belongs 



W. t situated in lat. 38° 52' N., 8 ms. 
hove Wright’ 8 mill, and 12 from the 
Ohio river, on the Great Mill creek, 
at its confluence with Sycamore creek. 
It is a flourishing village, although 
bat recently established. From its 
location in the valley of Mill creek, 
and its being in a direct line between 
Charleston, Kanawha, (distant 42 
ms.) and Parkersburg, in Wood Co., 
it is anticipated that it will one day 

ce of some trade. At present 
besides the ordinary conn- 
ty buildings, which are substantially 
built of brick, 12 dwelling houses, 2 

common school, l mercan- 






Summers. 

Reeds’, P. O. 360 ins. N. W. of 
R. and 334 W. of W. C., situated 
ms. N. of Ripley. 

Wrights Mills, P. O. 315 ms. 
N. W. by W. of ». and 315 S. W. 
by W. of W., situated at the falls 
Great Mill creek. This place de¬ 
serves notice from the singular freak 
which nature has here played. The 
creek which is generally 80 yards 

space 
ween 








wright, 1 house join- 
1 tan yard, 1 boot 



over 


H. 

habitants 



Monday 
If in 

vember. 

Circuit 




wide, is here contracted to 
of forty-five feet , allowing 
two ledges of rock 
the banks, to the height 
a bottom of solid rock, 
below this narrow 
t widens to its usual 
2 tailois, 1 brick commence, 
mill. Populution 120 yards. At 
of whom 2 are at- falls, the creek is 
physicians, affords one of th© 
of the C. known in a 
. and 160 in-:about 100 

Icular form, 

are held on the 4/A tected from ice 

month;— Quarter- j of rocks, projecting a considerable dis- 
June % August and No tmnee into the creek. From this to- 

river, the navigation is gnod 
spring fresl -ts, dis- 





the 
and 
ever 
size, being 

cir- 
. side, pro- 
high point 















lance of 4 

situated, 
flour mill 



this place are 



grist mill, 


11 dwelling houses, 3 school hot es, 


1 mercantile 


S 





1 smith shop. 


JEFFERSON, 










from a 
river, which 
Ridge 
, Its 


JsffbrsoK was created by the Legislature in 1 

It is bounded N. by 

separates it f rom Washington county, of Maryland,— 
separating it from Loudoun,—-S. by Frederick,—and 
mean length is 22 ms. j breadth 10 ; and area 220 sq, 
from 39° 10', to 39° 20' N., and in long from 0° 43', to 1° 

C. The Shenandoah river enters this county near its south eastern 

in a N. E. direction, parallel with the Blue 
the Potomac, at Haper’s Ferry. The face of this county is rolling but very 
fertile. Most of the inhabitants are good farmers; and the county is proba¬ 
bly as wealthy in proportion to its size as any in the state. The lands have 
been enhanced in value from one hundred to one hundred and fifty percent 
by the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, 
both of which, reach the county at Harper’s Ferry; and taken in connec¬ 
tion with the Winchester and Harper’s Ferry Rail Road, which passea di¬ 
agonally through the county, the Shenandoah flowing through the eastern 
portion, and the Potomac along the northern border, afford the citizens as 
many facilities for transportation as the tide water counties possess. The 

decline of the county is N. N. E. The water elevation at 1.Harper’s Ferry 

being 182 ft. above tide water, that of the arable soil cannot fall short of 400 
ft. This county has been for the most part settled by old Virginia families 
from the eastern part of the state, and the inhabitants still retain that high 
chivalrous spirit, and generous hospitality, for which that race was m re¬ 
markable in the palmy days of their prosperity. Population in 1810, 
11,851,—in 1820, 13,087—m 1830, 12,927. This county belongs to the 
13th judicial circuit and 7th district. Tax pad in 1833, 114,963 97—in 
1834, on lots, $677 93— land, =§2,690 82—2,354 slaves, §588 50—4,308 
horses, 11258 48—17 studs, §232 00—143 coaches, §326 80— 

§4 00—31 carryalls, §31 00— 51 gigs, §38 50, Total, 

in educating poor children in 1832, 

§670 
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CHARLESTOWN,P. V. and 5^ mi several 

R. and 60 N. tile stores, 
ms, S, W. by printing o; 

, with which it 
an excellent turnpike, 
county buildings, it 





ers, 1 



Besides the 
contains 
Methodist, 
byterian hou§© 
of the Bank 





cary shops, 1 
which a weekly 
tanneries, 3 sai- 
various other me- 

g flour 
is eligible and 
by a fertile 
country. The Shewn- 
ngs, formerly a place of con- 



WESTERN VIRGINIA—JEFFERSON. 


sifcmble retort, 
hood of this pla 

md Potomac Rau noaa, now in pro- . _, 

C s, will p mm through Charlestown, from the higheit point of which, with 
^ ulation 1,200 persons; of whom 7 the aid of a good gk m f may h seen 
are* attorneys, and 6 regular pbysi- towns at the distance of BO ms. 
clans. Those great national works, the 

County Courts are held on the 3rd Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and the 
Monday in every month;— Quarter- Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road are 
Ijlir in March, may, August and No- now completed to this place, which 
vtmbcr. circumstance has already had a very 

Judge Parker holds his Circuit sensible effect on it, for the better. 
Superior Court of Law and Chance- There are 3 arrivals and departures 
ry ©n the 2 bth of March and 10 th of of the mail to and from, the oust, and 
Octobor. 3 from the west in each week. There 

Harper's Ferry, P. V. 174 ms. is also a mail from Hagerstown, by 
from R. and 52 S. W. by W. of W. Harper’s Ferry and Leesburg to 
This place has risen at the justly cel- Washington City, twice a week.— 
otoratea pass of the Potomac through Formerly Harper’s Ferry was con- 
the Blue Ridge, and is situated ira- sidered unhealthy, but for the last 5 
mediately at the junction of the Poto- years it has been quite the reverse, 
mac and Shenandoah 'rivers, on the We borrow a more extensive ac- 
right bank of Potomac, above the count of the scenery of Harper's Fer- 
mouth of Shenandoah. The level of ry, and the United States Armory 
low water at the junction of the two and Arsenal, there located, from a pe- 
rivers, is 182 ft. above tide water at riodical published a few years since. 
Georgetown. It is distant 22 ms. “The Shenandoah, after running 
till W. by W. of Frederick, Maryland, along the foot of the Blue Ridge in a 
and 25 almost due south of Hagers- direction nearly north-east, turns such 
town. It contains about 500 houses, denly to the east, and mingles its wa¬ 
ft hotels kept in the best style, 3 ters with those of th© Potomac, at the 
houses of public worship, 1 Methodist, point where the latter, after lowing 
1 frete for all denominations, and 1 through a deep and well wooded dell. 
Catholic. The last is one of the from north-west to south-east, is en- 
handsomest and neatest buildings in tering that singular gap in the Ridge, 
the state,—-in this church, there is a through which the waters escape, 
fine toned organ, and it is ornamented The valleys of both rivers are roman- 
bj a beautiful steeple, which ascends tic, and that of the Potomac unites siu- 
to the height of about 150 ft. above gularity with beauty, 
the level of the river. There are 2 We are accustomed to find, valleys 
academies, (1 male, and 1 female,) and running parallel to mountain chains 
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r curiosities 





The principal 
are Jefferson's 
and Pinnacle, 
of which, with 
s, may be seen 
f 30 ms. 


tbn4* t 

fgllf in J 
vomber. 


and the 
Mid are 
, which 
I a very 


ures 

and 


the 


x common scnoois, y n 
and 2 apothecary sh 
masons, and 1 of odd 
iaif office, from whirl 
per is issued, 4 tailo 
•hoe factories, 1 saddli 
I coppersmith and tir 
9 house carpenters, 
and I wagon maker. 


ds, 9 mercantile stores and separating 
ry shops, a lodge of whole of the g] 
4 odd fellows, 1 print- between the N< 
which a weekly pa- Blue Ridge, ai 
t tailors, 3 boot and this part of the 
saddler, 1 silversmith, par txcellence, j 
nd tin plate worker, of such parallel 
iters, 2 smith shops, vening heights 
laker. There are 2 cupying one of 





rid«; Uw 

which lies 
iin and the 







in 


i 




tatensive manufacturing flour mills, valley 
•nd 1 of the most valuable saw mills class. 





ts an alternation 
lands and inter- 
Shenandoah ©c- 
irmer. But the 
ac is not of this 
right angles the 
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JEFFERSON, 



great 
tem of 
subordinate 




sys-; every 
are are 
river is;vv 

from the more nu-j large 
streams, which oc- 1 ri1 


c n py 





The town extends 

ordinary valleys.'of all order, along 
not, however, a soli- hill which divides 

, on the con- runs up to the jaws 
Atlantic riv- but in no w 



ers penetrate 
sive 





Potomac, 
of land is the 





, whose sides 
of petty rapids, 
among the 

in contempt 
sides of the 
o rivers, awl 

picturesque, 

of the 
tongue 
and 
work- 
right 




mountains by exten- 
s, or are said, with 

some degree of impropriety, to break] nearly even with 

mountains at right angles’ ing part of the ars 

direction. These profound'and over hanging the wf stem kink 
are not uncommon in other of the Shenandoah, is Jefferson’s Rock, 
world, and present seve-| On the opposite banks of the two 
ral varieties. A deep ravine, in which rivers the cliffs are more bold Iliad 
the rocks, presenting unequal resis*; striking. That, on the Maryland 
lance, have separated unequally, and-side, is supposed to resemble the pro- 
where the stream, which rushesj file of Washington, an illusion very 
through this accidental outlet, leaps pleasing to those whose minds are not 
from rock to rock, and is alternately adapted to relish the beauties of un¬ 
seen foaming in the cataract or lost ture. The two cliffs, of which we 
in the mrrow and gloomy gulf be- have spoken, form, a noble entrance 
low: in short where the waters are to the romantic valley which lies be- 
not to be regarded as flowing over a yond, embosomed among woods and 
bed, but rattier a® penetrating through mountains and winding among the 
crevices, which earthquakes havebro-j projections of the latter until its exit 
ken in the immense wall that confined;is again guarded by immense rocks, 
them. Such is the appearance, which where a passage, corresponding to 
theory would assign to these trans- that at Harper’s Ferry, is broken 
verse valleys and their streams; but; through the Short Hills—a chain pft- 
imch is not the valley of the Potomac, rallel to the Blue Ridge, and con- 
As seen from Harper’s Ferry it pre-jnected with it by spurs which incloee 
sents a bed of nearly uniform declivi- on every side this dell that contains 

width, corresponding in these;so many elements of the picturesque 
with that of the Shenandoah,] The mountains, ofconsiderable height, 
have before observed, of are clothed to their 
a amerent class. The channels of of oak and pme 
both rivers are of rock, much broken, shade of 





masses of 
stem witnesses 
convulsion, 
even time. 


on the whole a regular 

in highly la¬ 
the river. The 
whole neigh- 

coarse granite con-, years 

5 grains of] daily below 
of slate stone. I rate 
The breadth of the Potomac is from i 
two hundred and fifty to three hun¬ 
dred yards; that of the Shenandoah, 
one hundred and fifty. Both rivers 
are shallow, m 

ter leaves inrun neats mie in 









presents 




not 

thousands of 
debris 
able to oblite¬ 
rn ou nt&ins 
very nigged 
projecting into the vel¬ 
um formity, and give a 
the river, that spreads 


“A 





abundance 
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would convert 
fmlarly 
mirro* 

w 

the 

fore its water 





ry where its ru 
with 




tream 


clothe 



sm- 
a 

9 

noble objects it 
character of 
here as be- 
united with those 
A channel, too 
presents eve- 
, interspersed 
of rills and small pools 
Yet has this deficient 

of its own; the 
in unison with the 
overhang it, and with 
blasted pines, which 
and if, in awful gran¬ 



deur, it cannot be compared with the 
passage of the Rhone through the 
Alps, or in beauty, with some of the 
smaller lakes, so abundant in the 
northern states of our own country, it 
m yet a most highly impressive scene. 
Commanding interest from the praise 
of one whose praise was celebrity, 
Harper’s Ferry seems often to have 
'disappointed foreigners who expected 



as they 
Springs m 
together' a 
idle people, 
of the 


as 

common 
other spots 
number of 
who lounge 
year. As an 
Dr. Syntaxes in 
resque, of the 
or the w 
plunge in the 
Brown’s Gap, which 
bly to mind the 
son’s lines. 


I care not fortune what you me deny, 

fro 



iC 



nature’s 


You cannot bar 
grace, 

You cannot shut the windows of £ke sty 
Through which Aurora shews hex smil¬ 
ing face. 

How many unhappy wights per¬ 
form this darksome pilgrimage, when 
they might, a few miles off, from 
Turk’s Gap, have seen the sun 
over a landscape, which exhibits 
country, towards tide water, spreading 
out in an extent of forest as boundless 




to find a scene as 'unique as the’ Nat- and level as the ocean, to the north 

Ural Bridge, and as sublime as the and south the lon S chain of the Blue 

of Niagara. Ridge, to the west the well cultivated 

' Those who form such extravagant valley watered by the Shenandoah, 

expectations will not have them real- adorned by detached and picturesque 
iaed, but the rational admirers of n a-| mountains - an d bounded by the haz 
Uire will find abundance to admire in j ai . 1 d unbroken line ol the 
the beauty, the grandeur, and the sim-. Mountain, 
plicity ofthe spot. I To return to Ha 








itions 





^ect gives us occasion to;^^ river at the 

the many commanding po-: ll h e Maryland side is callet.I 

our mountains present,; °f R° c k s »* h is here that two riv 
o little known. The wes-!P anies contended 





of Virginia abounds in ro¬ 
mantic scenery, but the traveller may 



right to possess 
which now gives 
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bis chance 
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shade, that ex-; handsome wooden 

beauty by which drcd and 

the moun- the other, 

the piers of 











one hundred 
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and adds but little to 
ratification; the foil- and el £ at 
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e; but the necessary. local know- for a similar structure over the Shen- 
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is simple and dis- tion, burst the stone 
the engineer; it is ject the pieces fon^a 
es formed of three passing through the 
zed edgeways, and against the stone, am 
shift to each other; it with a motion res? 
g from the centre, screw, 
and sustain a roof. The stocks are s 
nal framing, serves chine, the idea of 
a lateral direction, have been borrowed 
tble. Did not the ble contrivance in 


me asunder, mi pro- 
r^ard. The barrel 
these cheeks, bears 
and is drawn across 
resembling that of a 


haped by a ma- 
which seem* to 





use of 


The bridge is double. Did not the ble contrivance in the celebrated 
name of the engineer, by whom this Block Machinery of Brunei. The 
structure was erected, give sufficient writer was struck immediately with 
.guarantee for its excellence, the ob- the resemblance, and, on inquiry, 
server might fear that economy had found that the inventor, Blanchard, 
been too much consulted in the mate- had previously introduced the us© of 
rials. Bruners machinery in this country. 

The national arsenal at Harper’s The reader will readily form a 
Ferry is an object worthy of attention, general idea of this machine. Let 
Eighty or ninety thousand stand ofinitn imagine two wheels, eight or ten 
arms are usually kept there, and as inches in diameter, placed on© behind 
these are sent off to other depositaries the other, and in the same plane; on® 
their place is supplied from the exten- of these has a smooth, round edff*. 


in 


The reader will readily form a 
eneral idea of this machine. Let 


their place is supplied from 
sive manufactory adjacent. 


edge, 

1 cut- 


teresting to observe the facility with ters, which are parallel to the etrcum- 
which a weapon, so complicated as ference. Further let him suppoap 
the musket, is produced. A bar of two turning lathee, placed side by 
iron is forged into a rough tube, the side,' in the one an iron stock as a 
interior of which is formed into a guide or pattern, in the other the 
smooth surface hy drills turned by the wooden stock to be turned. Now let 
power of water. At first, the barrel, him suppose, that, whilst these two 
strongly fastened, is moved slowly stocks are in a rapid rotatory motion, 
forward, whilst the drill, a cylindri- the plane wheel of which we hate 
cal rod of iron, terminating in a rec- spoken is made to traverse the whole 
tangular bar, ten or twelve inches length of the iron, and is pressed 


revolves with rapidity, but with-(against it by a strong 
ciroeressive motion: the barrel is!wheel, it will be remem 


out progressive motion; the barrel is wheel, it will be remembei 
turrounded by water, which, though nected invariably with tbi 
constantly renewed, becomes warm to furnished with cutters: ift 
the touch. The barrel is not made ter be brought into coniac 
cylindrical by a single drill, a succes* wooden stock at the rnor 
Sion is employed, until, in the appli- the first wheel comment es 
cation of the finer drills, the barrel, along the pattern, it will 
only fastened in the middle, is left similar journey along th 
free to adapt itself to the motion of the stock, and only requires, th 
drill. be kept in a rapid rotatory 

The outside of the barrel is polish- order that it may shape, by 
ad by enormous grindstones, turning this stock to the form of th 
with great rapidity. These stones tern against which the gni 
are guarded by thick cheeks of wood, is pressed. Some contrivi 
to which is fixed a co 1 
sen* the danger, shou 
gal force, < rism; front 


rested 

r; th» 

is con- 
iich in 
helat- 




ittern, it will perform a 
ley along the wooden 
ly requires, that it should 
rapid rotatory motion, in 
may shape, by its cutters, 
the form of the iron jpl- 
which the guiding wheel 
Borne contrivance is ¥#* 



, that les- quisite to provide the rotatory motion, 
centrifu- spoken of, in the second wheel; as 
Did » mo- this wheel mow loncdtudinallv the 


strap by 
like motion 

#■ 

below, round a 
ft. an 

ing confined 
drum over 





dor 
This 
stock in 



•, in lieu 
i, and, be¬ 
sides of the 
shifts it- 
along the cylin- 
s vertical, 
je a musket 
seconds. 

this article will not 
permit us to describe the operations 
Iff which the minute parts of the mus¬ 
kets are completed. The w hole gives 

when in full work to 
hundred and fifty men, and 
at such times fourteen hundred mus¬ 
kets have been finished in a month. 
The average cost is about eleven dol¬ 
lars for each musket, and a good 
workman will earn two dollars a day. 
About a dozen of the workmen are 
from England, chiefly from the Ar¬ 
mory Mills which were worked du- 
ring the war near Deptford in Kent. 
The muskets are lighter, and in this 
respect preferable to the English; the 
workmen did not hold the iron, which 
it chiefly from Massachusetts, in the 
same esteem. The establishment is 
governed by a superintendent who 
receives fourteen hundred dollars a 
year, and conducted by a master ar¬ 
morer at sixty dollars per month, and 
four assistants at forty dollars. 

We must not quit this part of the 

ithout mentioning Hall's 
is loaded at the breech, 
there is a separate man- 
The barrel is formed 
being cut asunder 
breech. And, 



it may obviously The done with 
less chance of exposing the rifleman 
to a hostile aim. But no inventions 
are more uncertain as to ultimate ef¬ 






fect than 

confusion and violence 
bid the emp! 
simplest wea 
doubted whether 
lions—subject 
the intrusion of 
between the stock and the 
tion—when elevated, will 
use, coincide with sufficient 
to allow the passage of the 
though no great accumcy is required 
for that purpose. An inconvenience 
does, however, attend the loading of 
rifles, a weapon of great importance 
in American warfare, and the expedi¬ 
ent we have described seems the most 
simple and therefore the best which 
could be devised to remove it 31 
Lee Town, P. O. 165 ms. from 

R. and 71 N. W. by W. of W. t situ. 

ated in the western end of the county, 
30 ms. W. of Harper 1 * Ferry. It 
contains several dwelling houses, I 
mercantile store, I manufacturing 
flour mill, and 1 tavern. Lee Town 
derived its name from the celebrated 
General Lee who* resided here. 
Population 54 whites, and 20 colour¬ 
ed. Total 74. 

Middleway or Shzthfikld, P. 
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Kanawha was erected by the Legislature in 1789, from 
Greenbrier, and Montgomery. It is bounded N. by Wood,—N 
Lewis,—E. by Nicholas,—S. E. by Fayette,—S. ana S. W. by Logan, 

W. by Cabell,—and N. W. by Mason and Jackson Its mean length is 5B 
miles—mean breadth 36; and area 2,090 square miles? extending in lat. 

37° 53' to 38° 53' JN. and in long, from 3° 55' to 4° 25' W. of W. 
C. Gauly river unites with New river, to form the Great Kanawha, up¬ 
on the eastern border of the county. The Kanawha then flows through the 
county in a N. W. direction into Mason; receiving* in its passage Elk ri¬ 
ver from the N. E.,—Coal river from the S. B.» and Pocatalico from the 
North.—We cannot refrain from giving here a letter from an eminent Hte* 
rary gentleman of this State to his friend in the lower country, which 
agraphic description of the magnificent Valley of the Kanawha. 

“i You have often visited the mountain region of Virginia, and tested of 
her various and unrivalled mineral waters. You have mingled with the 
fashionable throng at the White Sulphur,—regaled your palate upon the 
fine venison and other dainties of the forest, and bathed in the delicious foun¬ 
tain of the Warm Springs. You have never, I believe, however, extended 
your journey as far West as the Valley of Kanawha. The great state 

commences at Covington, and secures-you a 
passing the gigantic Alleghanies at a grade which 
its winding yet steady course over ranges of 
through wild and hitherto unbroken depths of 
and then it course® along the margin 
ice, often several hundred if not a 
coach drawn by four spirited 
-you feel an involuntary shuddering 
you from eternity. The blue mist 
beneath, and is visible through 

e view, 

er; and indeed it would be we 
were those of imagination 
more than one Instance 
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In 
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by the 




luckless vehicle 
into fragments. 

Notwithstanding these 
important and convenient 
noble monument of skill, 
country which it intersects, it 
steam navigation on our western 
measure overcome, or perce 
was once performed with insu 

in one fourth of the time, and with 
the valley of the Kanawha, the traveller 
picturesque scenery from the cliffs of New river , 
tributaries to the Kanawha. One of these 
the name of the Hawk's Nest —but more 
Pillar , in honor of the Venerable Chief Justice 
Commissioners in 1812, stood in person upon i 
its exact depth to the river margin. Every one 
famed falls of Niagara—and yet I doubt if the beholder of that 
wonderful cataract ever experienced more of the true sublime, than the 
nd and elevating prospect from MarshalVs Pillar , is apt to inspire, 
gine yourself standing upon the projecting point of a perpendicular 
rock, 1200 feet from the valley below. Before you, as you look to the 
the New river is seen at the distance perhaps of several miles, winding or 
wither rushing, tumbling and foaming through the towering cliffs which 
environ it. Sweeping by the lofty promontory on which you stand, it sud¬ 
denly turns its course in a south west direction, and presents in the whole 
distance several beautiful cascades, which send to the listening ear the for 
off, but lulling sound of their waters. The cliffs themselves, judgin, 
horizontal and corresponding strata of rock on either side, seem to have 
been originally united, but torn asunder by some strong convulsion of na¬ 
ture, in order to give free passage to the narrow but angry torrent which 
rolls majestically at their feet. The autumnal season gives to this impos¬ 
ing picture a magnificent and gorgeous drapery of which no man whose 
vision has been confined to the lowland scenery has the slightest concep¬ 
tion. On one side a dark outline is defined by the shadow from 

, which leaving the base of the mountain of a sombre 
iummits shining with the rich and mellow tints of an 
from the dizzy heigth where the spectator is 
solitary deserts, it requires but little effort of 
inspired bard of Gray, standing 

“ On a rock whose haughty brow 
Frowns o’er old Oonway’s foaming flood.” 

it is true, is marching through 
victory and slaughter; on 
i, which adds interest and solemnity 
ness which is disturbed by nothing save the distant 
seems only to murmur at the base of the cliff 
elevation, that whilst nothing seems easier 
beetling verge into the bed of the stream, 
in the attempt. 

“ After feasting on the sublime repasts 
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scene—® still- 
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romantic 
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fertile and lovely 
by the junction 
mountains. A 

waters mingle, the ear of the 
Falls—a fine cataract of twenty-two 
preads irregularly across 
of the Great Niagara, 
its copy in miniature. Certain it is 
which you can easily do, over 
from the bed of the river—you feel the 
sublimity. I will not say as Byron 
it is ‘‘horribly beautiful”—or that 

** An Iris sits, midst its infernal surge* 

Like hope upon a death bed.” 


repared to enjoy by 
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the 
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natural 
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There is nothing which awakens infernal images in the cataract of Ka¬ 
nawha, but I saw distinctly the rainbow reposing its brilliant arch upon 
the white foam of the waters. Whatever disappointment, however, th© 
limner might experience in his visit to this interesting spot, the epicure 
would meet with none at the spacious Hotel which stands opposite the 
falls. To all lovers of the finny tribe, it is a perfect paradise. Here are 
fish, which if not unknown, are yet untalked of on the borders of our 
Atlantic streams. The delicious black perch, the grennel, the blue cat, the 
fine flavored buffalo, and a species of sturgeon, all abound in profusion, and 
all present their respective claims to preference. If lo these luxuries of 
the water, be added wild fowl, and forest gam*, which are found in abun¬ 
dance, the most fastidious gourmand might desire no higher fruition than 
is afforded in this favored region. 

For many miles after leaving the falls, the Kanawha Talley is narrow 
—winding—and unprepossessing. Its gigantic and various growth is in¬ 
deed interesting to the lowland traveller —and the vast masses of rock 
which tower in magnificent pride to the very summit of the mountain 
are objects of curiosity and attention. At the same period in 
was perceptibly not so far in the “sear and yellow 
more mountainous and elevated region. Her robe was fresher 
but yet there was not wanting that splendid variety and intermixture 
colors which distinguish the western forests. The bright orange or 
yellow of the linn, the sugar tree and hickory were beautiful! 

evergreen laurel, and with the dark and mournful hem 








and 






rasitical creeper could be seen winding its brilliant red 
branches of a lofty tree of different foliage—and the gay and 
would hang out its crimson drapery to delight the beholder, 
shrub of the same name, the sumach of the west is 
of trees; and so I presume it is in England, for 
Moore would not be inte 



t 



of yon sumach, whose 
In the gush of the fountain, how sweet 



Lovers unless 
in the shade of 
“ It is n fly 





to the race 
our dwaifiih amnachi 
miles below the fells 



hardly recline 
Virginia. 
Kanawha Valley 


I 







inclose it on either 
time the dense 
i, announce the 
to the village of Charleston, 
mation indeed, contrasted with the deep solitudes from 
has but just emerged.—Here he is feasted with a 
green meadows and cultivated fields teeming with 
•ciorned by commodious and even elegant mansions. 


the eye, 
depr< :»ei 
smoke which 
scene which 
a.scene of ani- 
which the traveller 






pour forth at short intervals of space 
whilst swarms of laborers and others 
, are continually passing to and fro, 
coup a ceil ot incessant activity and industry.—Nature indeed seems 
have been prodigal in her bounties to this interesting region. The con¬ 
tiguous forests having been almost stripped to supply fuel to the salt fur¬ 
naces,—the preciou$ mineral so necessary to human comfort, must have 
remained forever useless but for the discovery of inexhaustible beds of coal, 
ao convenient of access, as to make the cost of procuring it scarcely worth 
considering. Sometimes, by suitable platforms and inclined culverts, 
thrown from the mountain side immediately to the door of the 
anti when more remote from the place of consumption, it is transported 
with equal ease in wagons or cars over rail roads constructed for the pur¬ 
pose. 

The whole product of the salt district, is estimated at 1,200,000 bushels 
annually—and this product must continue to swell with the increasing de¬ 
mand, and with the employment of additional capital. It is a curious fact, 
and worthy of 



by boring at 


if philo soph 
a depth of f] 





ical inquiry, that whilst the salt water is obtained 
from 3 to 500 feet below the bed of the Kanawha. 

it invariably rises to a level with the river. When the latter is swollen 
rains, or the redundant waters of its tributaries,—the saline fluid enclosed 
suitable guins on the shore, ascends like the mercury in its tube,—and 
falls, when the river is restored to its wonted channel How this mys¬ 
terious correspondence is produced, is a problem which remains to 
solved. Theories and speculation, 1 have heard on the subject, 
seem to me to be precisely consonant with the principles of science 
Immediately on the road and a short distance from the bank 

US' 

celebrated Burning Spring, attracts the curiosity of the 

earth of a few feet in diameter, presents at its 
from which an odorous gas, or strong 
When ignited by a lighted 
becomes a sheet of flame, and is only 
ication of water. Filling the cavity will 
diminish the brightness or fierceness 
undoubtedly abound in many portions 

fact, was frequently related in my 

A very respectable gentleman somewhat «ee» 
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picturesque 
antiquarian* 
fine marble 
discoveries 
of slate 



in© that 
curiosities. 


orifice, and 
amazement In 
titious, of course! 

been really carried into 

had been 


terrific agents—a volume of flame suddenly 
ascending far above the earth’s surface, spread terror 
the neighborhood. The less enlightened and 
fancied that the profane gentleman’s threats hw 

that the contents of the awful and undefiimble 
upon mother earth. 

“This charming country is not only rich in 

s in objects interesting to the naturalist 

treasures of salt and coal, 
found on the Elk river, and I doubt not 
would reward the diligent explorer, 
stone, and other formations with impressions of vegeta 
common, and a gentleman of science and distinction 
coral had been found deeply imbedded in rock. Araon 
mmy be mentioned, the Callxco and Pictured rocks; the former of which 
represents a series of beautiful and uniform figures, inscribed by some won* 
derful process of nature, and the latter which is evidently a work of art, 

exhibits a variety of rude sketches of birds, fishes and beasts.generally 

supposed to be specimens of aboriginal sculpture. 

“There is, as 'll am informed, some miles from the bank of the Kanawha, 
a curious petrified tree, and the whole country is full of Indian fortification* 
and mounds. From one of these ancient sepulchres an intelligent gentle¬ 
man stated to the writer, that a human skeleton was taken not many years 
since, probably the remains of some distinguished chief, whose exploits in 
battle or the chase had won the admiration of his tribe. 

“Indeed there is no department of natural history which might not llNIIBI 
enriched by valuable acquisitions from this and almost every other portion 
of Western Virginia. The development of its boundless mineral wealth 
would not only extend the borders of science, but materially subservo the 
Useful arts and the interests of commerce. Let channels of inter-commu¬ 
nication with the east be opened and multiplied by a liberal system of im- 

let a geological survey be authorized by the Legislature, in 
of the wise policy of Pennsylvania and Maryland — and the i 

State 






not yet despair of beholding this ancient and 
lost rank in the confederacy, 
enjoving the pleasures and advantages of safe 

S>tate road, which traverses this section, there is a 
which awakens a melancholy train of reflections 
of emigrants, who allured by the hope, sometimes 
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condition, are bending their toilsome march 
busy in conjuring up the broken ties 
d country—and we read in 

fugitives, teles of mental and bodily suffering, 
could express. It is true, 
the exterior of comfort 
evidently the last strugg 
of its lot. Whilst 
, the politician 
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1820, 7,000—1830, 9,326. 

10th district. Tax paid in 
34—land, §808 37—1197 slaves, 
§89 00—22 coaches, §51 0( 
Total, §1,585 13. Expended in 
—in 1833, §752 88. 
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Spring. This natural! runs through a romantic valley 
ituated in the low grounds out receiving any tributary of 



of the Great Kanawha river, 7 ms. 
above the mouth of Elk river, and 
67 above that of the Kanawha. The 
spring is a cavity in the earth of the 
capacity of 30 or 40 gallons, from 
which issues constantly a bituminous 




consequence, from the junction 
north east and its west Fork, until it 
res Little Coal river from the 
south. Much trade is carried, on by 

the hardy mountaineers who dwell 
on the banks of this river, in boats 


strong a current as 'to! for the carriage of salt, and saw logs, 
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vapor in 

giv© to the -sand about its orifice the 
motion which it has in a boiling 
spring. On presenting a lighted 
candle or torch within 18 inches of 
hole, it flames np in a column of 
inches In diameter, and four or 
five feet in height;' which sometimes 
burns out within 20 minutes, and at 
other times has teen known to con¬ 
tinue three days, and then has been 
left still burning. The flame is un- 
steady, of the density of that of burn-Inarv seasons. The lower falls of 
ing spirits, and smells like burning!Coal river are situated 5 miles above 
pit coal. Water sometimes collects!the mouth,—and 5 miles above these 
ur the 


which is remarkably;are the upper fails. These fells, from 
in ebullition by thekhe great water power 
through, it. If the! afford at all seasons, 
in that state, the water come places of 
warm that the hand;tauce. A few years 
with, the cir-i section will become 

It is rapidly 


which are brought down in times of 
freshet, from a distance of an, hun¬ 
dred miles. These boats sell on the 
Kanawha for one dollar, to a dollar 
and twenty-five cents for each foot i 
length, and the logs from a dollar 
to one dollar anil fifty cents per lo 
This money is laid out in foods, wi 
which the enterprising woodsman re¬ 
turns. The obstructions in Coal 
river prevent its navigation in ordi- 
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calculation may be in obtain-!tavern kept in the 

a reasonable supply for;smith shop, a tailor 
consumption. Some few years; shop, a house of 

inhabitants made it one of |( Methodist,) and 4 private families, 
their sources of traffic, but since the: with 2 regular physicians. At this 
enterprise of these hardy sons of thej place the stage passengers going to 
forest has been turned into another fond from the west, dine. The post 
channel, they seldom have time, or i office is kept here, and four mails air- 
feel disposed to hunt, except to obtain ' 
venison for their own families and 
the neighborhood. The river affords 
in season the finest fish. The large 
black and white perch, the salmon 
ike, large eat fish, <fcc. Ac. The 
lelicious iiioft shell turtle is abundant, 
and can be obtained with little trou¬ 
ble, find is by far superior to the sea gress of erection. A large mane 
turtle. The shell is cooked and sur-' factory is about going into operation, 

the fine green fat turtle. Coal‘and an extensive and well assorted 
river is fordable four months in the:mercantile store has 
year. At Coalsmouth there is a good] tab]ished, and there is every .probe- 
tavern, a mercantile store, and 3 pri-jbility that Coalsmouth in a few years 


been es* 


and lour- 
from the 


rive from different points ana are 
opened at this office-—two daily and 
two three times a week. A por¬ 
tion of the land at this place has late¬ 
ly been laid off in half acre lots, with 
a view of establishing a town, and 
some of the lots have nil ready been 
sold, and many buildings are in pro¬ 
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is attached Branch of the Bank of Virginia, a 

masonic lodge and chapter, a bible 
ms, from society, a tract, colonization and sun- 
V. of W., day school society. There are 18 
i turnpike, miscellaneous stores, 3 hotels, 3 smith 
f Paint's shops, and 1 tanyard, 2 steam saw 
it, Yellow mills, and one steam merchant mill. 


rtver, 


river ,—21 ms. E. of Charleston, and The Kanawha river is here a beau- 
14 W. of the Falls of the Great Ka- tiful sheet of water, more than 300 
nawha. The only houses are a met- yards wide and 20 feet deep at low 
cantile store, and a house of enter- water,—navigable for steamboats, 
tainment. There are in the imme- The state turnpike passess through 
diate vicinity 3 miscellaneous stores, this town, on which there is a line 
1 Baptist house of worship, and a of stages from Washington city and 
temperance society. The principal Richmond to Guyandottt, which enr- 
pursuits of the inhabitants are agn- ries the mail from these two cities in 
culture, and building flat boats to four days and a half. Population 
navigate the Kanawha. These boats about 800 persons; of whom 7 are 
are generally from 60 to 100 feet in attorneys, and 3 regular physicians, 
lemrth. Charleston is remarkable for the li- 
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NAWHA C. H. or Charles- berality and enterprise of its i 
V. and seat of justice . 308 tants. The hills adjacent aboun 


TON, P. V. and seat of justice , 308 tants. The hills adjacent abound with 
ms. N. W. by W. of R., and 356 fine quarries of sandstone for build- 
frosn W. This is a beautiful little ing, and rich bituminous stone coal, 
village, situated on the north bank of] w hich is the common fuel, 
the Great Kanawha, at the junction County Courts are held on the 2d 
of Elk river, 60 ms, above the junc- Monday in every month;—Qtwtrter- 
tiom of the former with the Ohio, and ly in March , June t August and No- 
925 ms. W. of Charlottesville. Its \vember. 

principal street extends about a mile Judge Summers holds his Circuit 

on the bank of the Kanawha, and is Superior Court of Law and Chance- 

terminated by the Elk, which flows ry on the 14fA of May and October • 
nearly at right angles into the former Kanawha Saline or Terra 
stream. Indeed there is something Salis, P. O. 308 ms. N. W. of R„ 
like enchantment in the contrast of and 350 N. W. by W. of W. This 
this flourishing village, with the wild- is a new and small village situated on 
11(888 and solitude of the same spot, the northwestern side of the Kanaw- 
less than 30 years past. The panther ha river about 6 miles above Charles- 
and wolf, have been driven from their ton, containing 20 dwelling house#, 
savage haunts, by the march of civili- 3 mercantile stores, a Methodist and 
Ration and refinement—and where a a Presbyterian house of worship, and 

few scattered log huts once arrested 1 hotel. The town is directly con. 

the traveller’s eye, he now sees com- nected with the salt trade, and rapid. 

modious and eiegant buildings, the ly improving. *A daily mail arrives 
abodes of comfort and even of luxu- at this place. 

ry. The village contains besides the Kanawha Salt Works. These 
ordinary county buildings, 125 dwel- valuable works are situated on the 
ling houses, all presenting a neat and Kanawha river, commencing near 
fresh appearance. There are 2 Charleston, and embracing a distance 
houses of public worship, (1 Presbv- of 15 miles above, on each side of 


es- 


aad 


ly con. 

rapid. 

arrive* 


Houses oi puw 
teriau and 1 
academy, and 




Canawha Salt Worm. These 
lable works are situated on the 
nawha river, commencing near 

15 miles_above, on each side of 
river. The salt water is obtained 
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distance, by 
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boring or linking a shaft. 



three 


to five 
the river, 
which il 




m 
bank of 






below the bed of 
solid rock, from 
:he surface 
fresh water, 
is raised to the 
steam engines, 
and is thrown into cisterns, whence 

to the furnaces. There 

60 furnaces, 
manufacturing about one million two 

bushels annually, 
and the quantity is only limited by 
the demand The adjacent hills 
abound with stone coal of a superior 
quality, which lies in horizontal 
strata, varying in thickness from 4 
to 7 feet The coal is conveyed from 
the mines to the furnace on rail roads. 
There lias been for the last year a 
furnace manufacturing allum salt by 
steam, which is maid to be equal to 
the imported article. At this furnace 
100 bushels of this salt are made per 
day. Several others are erecting on 
the same plan, and will soon be in 
operation. The exports of the salt 
from these works in 1832, is estimat¬ 
ed as being worth to the proprietors 
11250,000. Seldom has it fallen to 
lot of any region of country to 
possess such inexhaustible sources of 
mineral wealth on the borders of a 






ms. from 










fin© nevigable river, 
gion of country 
be filled wil 
titudes of peo 
Pocotalico, P 
R. and 253 

Tbage’s Valley, 
from R. and 
ated in the w 
ty, 20 ms. W. of 
Walnut Ghove, 
from R. and 379 
situated in the western part of the 
county, on the left bank of the Great 
Kanawha river, 25 ms. below Charles¬ 
ton, and 35 above the confluence of 
the Kanawha and Ohio. No town 
has yet been laid out at this place, 
but a steam saw mill, a mercantile 
store, wood yard, &c., concentrate a 
good proportion of business. A 
steam manufacturing flour mill, and 
some other manufactories, are about 
going into operation, which with the 
advantages that the site derives from 
the facility of transportation in 
surrounding country, the abundance 
of fine coal and timber in the nei 
borhood, and the facilities of 
navigation, will probably place 
among the thriving villages of the 
west. 
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is 

area 800 
30* 


which is 
tent from 
15 ms,, 
long. 5° 
of the soi. 
the growth 
and white walnut, 
beach : all of which 



Lee County, was taken from Russell in the year 

miles W. S. W. of Richmond.—bounded 
mountains, separating it from the State 

county of Scott, and N. E. 
laid out, owing to its 1 
of considerable length an 
ms., while its width from N. 
ras.. extending in lat. 

. of W. C. This county is 
of the lands, and largeness 

sugar maple, ash, 
white oak, maple 
large and tall. The 







it is 









Russel, 
valley, 
-its ex- 
exceed 
and in 
richness 
timber; among 
e, poplar, black 
cucumber, and 
of a very black; 





rich soil, well adapted to growing coin, Hemp, wheat, rye, oats, Irid pota« 
toes and timothy. 

This county has many fine and excellent springs of water, breaking out 
from the base of the mountains, which make their way hriiUy down tine 
Tallies, which are deep and narrow, and consequently a ford fine m i ll seats. 
The principal mountains are, Powell’s mountain, Walden’s ridge, the Stone 
mountain. Little Beach and Big Black, Walden 1 * ridge takes its 1 rise in 
the N. E. of this county, and runs S. W. into the State of Tennessee; these 
mountains and ridges are all rich on the N. side, while they are, extremely 
poor on the S. side. The N. sides of the mountains abound with limestone 
of very hard quality, while the 8. side* are covered with free stone. There 
is a leading small ridge, called the Poor Valley Ridge, which is ©mfirely 
the reverse of any other in this range of hills and mountains, while the 
others are all poor,—on the S. aide it is very rich and productive, while 
the N. side of this Ridge is very poor. There is «, knob called Stock¬ 
er’s knob in the N. E. part of the county, which is very high, $ miles long, 
and at the E. end is a settlement called the Turkey Cove; and at the W. 
end is a another fine settlement called Yacum Station; these are two as fine 
settlements as the county affords. There is one other place worthy of no¬ 
tice, found among the mountains of this county, and that is a very high 
peak, called the Butt of Powell’s mountain. The mountain here bends pre¬ 
cisely in the form of a horse shoe;—this bend of the mountain forms a most 
delightful cove of If miles in width, which is as level as a bowling green, 
and as rich as the delta of the Nile, covered, thickly with trees of the largest 

S 'owth, and the greatest height. “ Precisely N. of this high peak called 
e butt, the north fork of Clinch river takes its rise, and runs through the 


mountain; this gap through which the creek runs, is one of the most pic¬ 
turesque places in western Virginia. The mountain almost perpendicular 
on both sides, and covered with huge masses of craggy rocks, that look as 
though they would tumble from their sandy foundations, and fill the deep 
valley below, presents to the traveller one of the most striking displays of 
omnipotent power.” On the E. side of this water course, we have one of 
the most noted salt-petre caves ever known; from which, there has been an 
immense quantity of salt-petre made. This cave is situated very near the 
top of Powel’s mountain, and may be easily discovered from the valley, 
where vou mav see hillocks of the earth, from which the salt-netre has been 

:h iiome 



rel’s mountain, and may be easily discovered from t 
may see hillocks of the earth, from which the salt-petri 
There are also large beds of fine iron ore, from wl 
there was a small quantity of fine iron made at the ir« 
h fork of Clinch river, which works has since gone i 


There are also other beds of fine iron ore in this county, lying on 


years ago 
on the no; 


t 
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row two 
two on 1 
ml wate; 
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, there is at this time a quantity of iron made. There are 
uated on Martin’s creek, which make excellent iron: also 
jek, with one furnace for making castings. The princi- 
, are Powell’s river, Walden’s creek, Martin’s creek, In- 
ad ing creek. On the waters of this creak, the main r< id, 
■able ridge, over which there has been a road ©f very an- 
» are at this time, growing in the middle of the bed of the 
irges growth. The ascension of the ridge by the way of 
mt the greatest judgment and care, had been token, in fo¬ 
lding the load. It is supposed that it has been ages since 
(traded, as the earliest settlers of the mm nty, found it as 
There are in tilt country of Lee, 4 Methodist churches, 3 


ascends a cough 
cient date, as thi 
road, trees of th< 

eating and con* 
this r id was c< 
above described 
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am 


Baptist .and I Pnubyterian. There are 13 Method iat ministers, 6 
ministers regularly ordained, and 2 physicians. The staple of this 
is stock, such as meL pork and horses,—the pork is carried to caste 

or" North Carolina. The merchandize of every description is purch 
Baltimore, or Philadelphia. Th® people of this county make the 
sugar and Molasses, from the sugar tree, which grows in great abu 
on, the N. sides of all the mountains and creek bottoms. The tree 
rough, short bark, spreading top and straight body, some quite wh 
other very black. Those which are black have the sweetest water, 
very apt to be pecked very much by a bird of small size, called the sa 
er. The trees are chopped with a small axe, and bored with a smal 
or ffimblet, and a tube pkced in the orifice, through which the wate: 
ried into a small trough, placed for the purpose of catching the 
The tree which is thought to afford a common quantity of water, 
there is a hard freeze, and a warm day after it, afford 8 gallons of 


7 , 


nisters, 6 Baptist 
jle of this county 
id to eastern Vir¬ 
uses to Virginia, 
n is purchased III 
make their own, 
great abundance, 
The tree is of & 
auite white, and 





or 


is car- 
water. 


* 1 



there is a hard freeze, and a warm day after it, afford 8 gallons of water, 
which, will always make one pound of sugar, if carefully boiled down. Tine 
most common mode of boiling is to place the boilers in a small furnace; but 
this method requires more attention, to prevent the boilers from burning the 
sugar. There is in Lee county, probably more tree sugar made, than in 
any other county in the S. W. there being more fine sugar orchards. The 
precise quantity is not known, but supposed between 5 and 6000 pounds, with 
a quantity of molasses, which, if put up in vessels will keep and improve 
from age. Population of Lee in 1830, 4,256-—1820, 6,461. It belongs to 
thus fifteenth judicial circuit, and eight district. Tax paid in 1833, $715 12 
—in 183-4 on lots, 1118 92—on land, $352 14—327 slaves, $81 75— 

2330 horses, #139 80-—10 studs, $48 00-.-7 carryalls, $7 00—4 gigs, 

$3 00. Total l|§50 61. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, 
§404 34—in 1833, «284 43. 
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JONESVILLE, P. V. and Seat 

of Justice , 392 ins. S. W. by W. of 
R. mud 468 W. S. V. of W. in lat. 36° 
40’ and long. 6° 02’ W. of W. C., 
situated N, of Powell’s river, on one 
of ill branches, 65 ms. N L E. _of 
Knoxville, Tenn. and 60 S. E. by E. 
of Barboursville, Kty. The site on 
which this village is located is very 
uneven; r ambling in this respect 
the general surface of the county. It 
was laid off in the year 1793. It 
contains besides the ordinary county 
buildings, which are handsome, 40 
dwelling house*, I frou*© of public 
worship, recently erected and free for 
all denaminati n 1 < 

4 mticellaiieom* stoi 
tenners and curriers, 

boot awl *Jj®e 


smith shops, 1 hatter, 1 
ker, and several house 
Population 159 whites; < 
a resident attorney, and 
physician,—colored 37. 

This village stands uj 
ful eminence, between the 
tain and Walden's ridge 
▼alley, through which flc 
river. The scenery whi 
it, though wild is very j 
especially so when the n 
both sides are covered u 
dure. The varteiv of hi 
by the mighty growth o 
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mountains on 


Mils presented 
i of forest trees 
one above the 


ze 
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RGINIA—LEWIS, 


beneath 
and 
luxuriant 










Judge 



uxuriant herbs 
i scene of rich 
a lowland- 
evel unbroken plains can¬ 
on the 8 rd 
Quarterly 
and No vent- 


Estill holds his Circuit 
of Law and Chance- 



from the Crab 
ness, in Kty. 
in Tenn. tnrou 
Abingdon, 16 
95 W. 




in Aptxl and 

412 ins. from 
situated 20 ms, 
road leading* 

and Wilder- 
Cumberland Gap, 

valley to 
Gap, and 



I IS. 


Lewis was established by act of Assembly in 1816, and formed from a por- 
tion of Harrison county. It is bounded N. by Harrison,—E. by Randolph, 


S. and S. W. by Kanawha,—S. by Nicholas and W. and N. W. by Wood. 
Its mean length is 54 ms.; mean breadth 32$; andarea 1,754 sq. ms. extending 




from 38° 38’ to 39° 12* N. and in long, from 3° to 4° 17' W. of 
C. The surface of this county is composed of three inclined plains,— 
southern portion inclining westward in the direction of the Little Kanawha, 
which flows through the county diagonally, from its southeastern to its 
mouth western angles,—the northeastern portion inclines northward towards 
the West Fork of the Monongahela river, and Tygart’s Talley river, and 
the northwestern portion inclines to the N. W. in the direction of Middle 
Island creek. The surface of the county is rocky, hilly, and in some parts 
mountainous. Population in 1820, 4,247 —in 1830, 6,241. It belongs to 
the 18th judicial circuit and 9th district. Tax paid in 1833,11851 37— 
1834 on lots, $26 59—on land, §431 85—87 slaves, $21 75— 2,312 
. §138 72—15 studs, $71 00. Total §689 91. Expended, in edit- 
atmg poor children in 1832, 404 34 —in 1833, $467 36. 
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* Buciiannon, P. Y. 266 ms. N. W. 
of R. and 266 from W., situated on 

river, in the eastern part 
15 ms. from Weston, 

25 ms. from Beverly, and 30 from 





ciety, 2 tract and 

ties. Within the 
are 2 mercantile stores, 7 country 





and Harrison 
be 
tettl 

in g 

both side 
There are in 
of public Worship 
Bapti st and 1 Presbyterian. No re- 
piiar ichooli kepi, except in the three 
winter months. There is l biMe so* 



seats of Randolph 
uchannon cannot 
rather a small 
330 scatter-- 
extending along 
about 25 miles, 
ement 4 houses 
Methodist, 1 



mills, 3 wool 
yard, 8 or 10 
about 
shoe factories 
house 
kers 
The 
tants is 




1 tan- 
shops, and 
boot mm 1 
makeni and 
wagon ma- 
mechanics. 
of the inhabi- 
This is a in# 
section of country, and the land tola- 
fertile, producing com, wheal, 
bats, flax, potatoes, dec. Buchan- 
non river runs nearly a N. eomm* 

Tjgmt’s Valley ri- 

C lit bv' 

















the Middle Fork 
Valley river and 
state road 
this settle- 


ver. 

a branch of 
the Monongakala 
passes directly 
meat Population 

" ms- from 
distance from W. 

Kanawha river, 

W. of Weston - 

Though called a village it is simply 
a post office* and derives its name 
Ike circumstance of a few f&mi- 

having been once set- 
river (Little Kanawha) 
about one mile and a quarter below 
this place, whose head man or chief 
was called Capt. Bull; and hence the 
name of Bull Town was given to 
little village of wigwams, and 
on which they lived yet re¬ 
tains tfie name, although the Indians 
have abandoned it since about the 
years 1771-2 or 3. There is now no 
vestige left on the spot where once 
their little town stood. The first set¬ 
tlement made at the place by a white 
man, was in 1800 or 1801, then 15 \ Population 400, 
■or 20 ins. from any other inhabitants. 

It is now occupied as a farm by Mr. 

John Conrod, his dwelling house he¬ 
ir several hundred yards from it. 

The site on which the village stood is 
a little eminence projecting from the 


tame distance 
western part 






276 mi 
This 

creek empties into Buchannan river. 
On the hanks of this creek is situated 
French creek 
about 8 ms, 
scattering 
by an industrious 
e, who have 
ew England States 
15 years. There are 1 house of pub¬ 
lic worship, (Presbyterian) 1 tanyard, 
a number of wheelwrights, house car¬ 
penters, cabinet makers and joiners, 
and 1 temperance, 1 tract and 1 bible 
society. The principal pursuit of 
the inhabitants is agriculture. This; 
settlement is divided into 5 school 
districts, where the common branches 
of English education are 
months in the year. The state of 
education, being far superior to that 
which exists in the country adjacent 
~ ipulation 400. 

Flat Woods P. O. 304 ms. from 
R. and 304 W. of W. t situated in the 

western part of the county. 

Freeman ! 8 Creek, P. 0. 259 mi 
from R. and 245 W. of W. 

Hackersvillb, P. O. 260 mi 



a ridge into a spacious rich from R. and 246 W. of W. This is 


rt of which was cultivated 
ians. There is a salt work 
here, on a limited scale, 

Town Salt Works, 
manufacture from 15 j ha Sait Works, 
salt per day. This ; is thickly settled. 


merely a post office, situated on Hack 
er’s creek, 7 ms. from Weston, 137 


from Clarksburg, 50 
river, and 35 from 





the Ohio 
3 Kanaw- 




iron works 
of iron ore 
lying idle 
terprize. 
yards. The 
O. once a week. 

Collwi’ Settlement 


thinly settled, 
country grist and saw 

s. above this 
are about 11 or 
valuable seat for 
an abundance 
vicinity, 
a nd on 
are 2 tan- 









the best quality 
of arable 
on which 
grazed and 
ly. The surr 
ly, and 
with the 
timbered 



are of 
tracts 
meadows, 







walnut, poplar, sugar 
beach and white oak. In the 

homes of public wor- 
2 Methodist and 1 Baptist, 4 

stores, I Unpaid ami 



a s 
the 


tly 

idle 


Kanawha, 
confluence 
5 river is 
) ms. from 
1 large for 
treble bar¬ 


ter the 
lit fish. 
). 256 


l Seat of Ju* 
from W.„ situ 


various mechanics, and several mills, ms. enters into the Little Kanawha, 
Leaping Creek, P. O. equi-dis- about 15 ms. above its confluence 
test 267 ms. from R. and W., situated with the Ohio. Hughes 1 river in 
in the northern part of the county, 18 navigable for more than 50 mi. from 
ms. from Weston. Leading creek is its mouth, and sufficiently large foi 
a small stream which empties into floating vessels of considerable bur- 
the Little Kanawha, 112 ms. below then. Great quantities of lumber, be- 
the P. O. On its waters and tributa- sides a number of flat bottomed boats 
ries are 40 dwelling houses, 1 Met ho- are carried down this stream tor the 
distand 1 Baptist house of worship, Ohio. It abounds with excellent fish. 
2 common schools and 1 tanvard.j McWhorter’s Minns, P. O. 256 
Population 240. The principal oc- ms. from R. and 242 from W. 
cupation of the inhabitants is agricul- WESTON, P. V. and Seat of Ju* - 
lure. On the waters of the Little Ka- tice, 249 ms. from R. and from W., situ- 
nawha, embraced within this neigh- ated on the West Fork of the Monon- 
borhood, and supplied from this post gahela river, 70 ms. S. E. of Marietta, 
office, are 100 dwelling houses, 5 in Ohio. It contains besides the or- 
housenof public worship,— 4 of which dinary county buildings, 30 dwelling 
are Methodist, 3 common schools, 3 houses, 1 common school, 4 mercan- 
mercaniile stores and 1 lanyard.— 1 tile stores, 4 manufactories, 11 manu- 
Population 500. 'factoring flour mill, I tanyard and. 2 

Lorentz's Store, P. O. 261 ins.'saddlers. Population 167 persons; of 
W. of W. and the same distance from whom 5 are resident attorneys and 2 
Richmond. j regular physicians. 

Low man, P. O. 291 ms. from R. County Courts are held on the 1st 
and 286 W. of W. t situated on the N. Tuesday in every month;— Quarter- 
W. boundary of the county, on the ly in March, June, August and No- 
main post road leading from Weston vember. 

to Parkersburg, 42 ms. from the for- 1 Circuit Superior Courts of Law 
mer, and 37 from the latter place, on j and Chancery are held on the t3tk of 

Hughes’ river, a considerable branch \ April and September, by Judge Dr re¬ 
ef the Little Kanawha, which after a /can. 

meandering course of more than 100 1 


LOGAN® 

Logan was established by act of Assembly in the year 1824 
from a portion of Giles, Kanawha, Tazewell and Cabell. It is 
hy Kanawha,-—N. E. by Fayette,—E. by the Great Flat To 
which separates it from Giles and a part of Tazewell,—S. by T 
lb j Tug Fork of Sandy river, which separates it from Floyd c 
tucky, and N. W. by Cabell, Its mean length is 66 ms.; m 
44§; and its area 2,930 sq. ms., extending in lat from 38° S3 
N. # and in long, from 3° 50', to 5° 22' W. of W. C. This cou 
ci|p.ily watered by Guyandotte and Little Coal rivers and their 
iJnyandotte flowing diagonally from S. E. to N. W. Th 
blanches of Little Coal that waters the N. W. border, are Pond. 
Lintel Forks, having their rise in Huffs’ mountain,—those w 
H-E. part of the county, are Clear Pork, Big Pork and Bockci 









• rise in Cherry 


38° 13', to 37° ID* 
his county is prin- 
d their tributaries; 
7. The principal 
e Pond, Beach and 
hose watering the 
Rockcastle creeks. 


separates Logan from 


ized bv 
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Fayette 
have their 
siderable 
rates it 







census 
the new 




Flat Top mountain 
the county, empty 
1 on the S. W. There 
This county is general! 
soil however, is ric 
it will some day he per 
the United States. T 
m considerable quantities, 
persons, but since that period a portion 
of Fayette. It belongs to the 9th 
id in 1833, Si84 95— in 1834, on 
slaves, §15 75—757 horses §45 52 
00. Total §176 84. No report from 
Expended in 1833, §196 16. 
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BALLAH 118VILLE, P. O. 349 IBS. 
from JHL and 390 S. W. by W. of W. 
situated on Little Coal river about 20 
ms. above the forks. It contains 12 
or 15 houses,2 houses of public wor¬ 
ship, (1 Methodist and 1 Baptist,) 2 
schools, in. which are taught all the 
usual branches of English education, 
2 mercantile stores, I grist and saw 
mill; and I establishment for clarify¬ 
ing ginsang, which is one of the sta¬ 
ple commodities of the village and 
county. Many flat bottomed boats are 
built here, which carry salt from the 
works on the Great Kanawha, and 
various other mechanical operations 

on. The soil of the sur- 
country is fertile, producing 
oat* rye, oats, hemp, flax, 
Irish potatoes in abundance. 
Dut 100 persons; o 
is an attorney, and 2 are re- 



coriL w 




whom 



338 ms. i. W 
W. by W. of W., 
of the coun- 
Charleston on 
river. 


LAWNSVILLE, or LOGAN 
C. H. P. V. 324 ms. W. of R and 
383 from W. f situated in a fertile bot¬ 
tom in a bend of the river Guyandotte, 
surrounded by mountains abounding 
in stone coal and iron ore. This Til¬ 
lage was laid off by act of Assembly 
in 1827, since which time a handsome 


C. H., clerk’s'office, and jail have 
been erected of hewn stone,—also 
several dwelling houses, and others 
are now being erected. The other 
improvements are 2 houses of enter¬ 
tainment, 2 mercantile stores, 1 tan- 
yard, 1 smith shop, 1 tailor shop and 
1 boot and shoe makers establish¬ 
ment. Besides these there 
ral house carpenters, and 
er mechanics. 

County Courts are 
(\ Monday in every month 
ly in March , June , 
vemher. 

Judge Bummers 

9 

Superior Court of 
ry on the 6th o 
Loop, P. 


sere- 
oth- 
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from a 






created by Act of Assembly in 1804, 

C rtion of Kanawha county. It is funded N. by Woo 
S. by Cabell,—and W. by the Ohio river, which 
Gallia county, in the State of Ohio. Its mean length is 
breadth 24J; and area 904 sq. ms. It extends in lat. from 3 
05* N., and in long, from 4° 22’, to 5° 12' W. of W. C. 

this county for 60 ms., and the Great Kanawha flows through its 
rt in a N. W. direction. The surface is much broken, but 
of the soil is of good quality. Salt water has been found near the 
Kanawha by sinking wells. Population in 1820, 4,868—1830, 6,534. It 
belongs to the 9th judicial circuit, and 10th district. Tax paid in 1833, 
•814 64—in 1834, oh lots, §47 66 — land, §466 24—433 slaves, *108 25 
—1,917 horses, $11 02—10 studs, $55 00—1 coach, $2 00—5 carr 
#1 00. Total 1179!) 17. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, 
§283 41—in 1833, $223 45. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, Ac. 

Buffalo, P. O. 343 ms. from R. 

and 380 from W. f situated in the S. 

E. part of the county, on the E. bank 
of the Kanawha river, about 21 ra^s. 
from its confluence with the Ohio, 
and 50 ras. S. E. of Point Pleasant, 
it contains several dwelling houses, 

1 Methodist house of worship, l mer¬ 
cantile store and 1 warehouse. It is 




known a: 



tint 
the 
Its situation 


tied, and the 
hood for 
is done 
Hereford 
W. by W 
Lane’s, P 
W. mud R. 
POINT 


public landing, and a 
trade. There is a pa- 
on the river, on 
and lee board system, 
"easant and healthy, 
accounts. The 
is thickly set- 
of the neighbor- 
or 15 ms. 









ms. N. 
390 W. of W. 
ms. both from 


| Seat of Justice, 358 ms. N. W. 

j W. of R. and 358 S. W. of W., situ¬ 
ated on the point above the junction 

of the Ohio and Great Kanawha ri¬ 
vers, in lat. 38° 50', and long. 

W. of W. C. It contains besides the 
ordinary county buildings, 40 dwel¬ 
ling houses, 1 common school, 
cantile stores, 1 extensive steam 
nufacturing flour mill, 1 steam saw 
mill, 2 lanyards, 1 saddler, 2 black¬ 
smith shops, and 2 cabinet makers. 
Population 240 persons 
are resident 
physicians. 

County Courts are 
Monday , in eve 
terly in 
November. 

Judge Summers 
Superior Courts of Law and Chancery 
on the 101,4 of April, and Septem¬ 
ber 







Circuit 




MONONGALIA 


Monongalia was established by act of Assembly in 
formed from a i>ortion of the District of West 






ts mean 






counties of Pa.—E, 

Harrison,—and W, by Tyler. 

area 721 square miles, 
in long, from 2° 39' to 3° 25’ 
is generally mountainous and 

ying upon what is called in this 
the last western regular ridge of the 
western part of the county, being 

Notwithstanding the mountainousness of the country, the soil i§ % very 
fertile; producing good crops of all kinds of grain and vegetables common 
to this latitude. And it is remarkably well timbered, both as to variety 



1776, and 
bounded N. 

by Ran¬ 
is 33J miles, 
from 39° 
The 
the ter- 
Laurel 
the oiler 
and 






The rivers watering this county, are the Monongaheln, Cheat, West Fork 
d Tygart’s Valley. The Monongahela is formed by the junction (a few 
miles below the dividing line between Monongalia and Harrison counties) 
of the West Fork and Tygart’s Valley rivers. It thence flows in a northern 
direction, through the middle of the county; and passes out at the Pennsyl¬ 
vania line, about two miles above the mouth of Cheat river. It is naviga¬ 
ble from its head, in time of freshets, for flat-boats of the largest size. And 
steam-boats have frequently ascended from Pittsburg to Morgantown, ten 
miles above the mouth of Cheat. From Pittsburg to Morgantown, the navi¬ 
gation of this river is very easy for steam and flat-boats, and unobstructed, 
except by low water; and is becoming very considerable. From Morgan¬ 
town upwards the navigation is more difficult, and can only be effected in 
times of freshets. The West Fork, which flows but about three miles 
through this county, is a considerable stream, and is navigable for flat-boats 
in time of freshets, as high as Clarksburg in Harrison county. The Ty¬ 
gart’s Valley although a considerable stream, is only navigable about ten 
miles; it being obstructed by very high fells. It is part of the dividing line 
between this county and Harrison, and Randolph. Cheat river has its 

that of Tygart’s Valley; and after flowing a northwestern 
Randolph, Preston and this county, era 
miles below the Pennsylvania line. 

, affording nearly as much water as the 

as Jackson's Iron Works, a 


The princi 










and Dunkard 



creeks in this county, are Decker’s, 
, which empty into the 
, Pawpaw and Buffaloe creeks 
. They all afford many excellent 







The ^ 

sheep,) iron 
furnaces (and 
very targe i 
several good 
are considered the 



e east side, 
in on, the 
water power, 


this county, are 
flour. 




iron annually, 
flour 





, cattle, hogs and 
forges, and three 
which manufacture 
one nail factory, and 
on Cheat rivet, 
Virginia, or perhaps in tie 




190 








western 
which promises w 
' On the roa< 
town, on 
150 feet 
outed- 
t racks 
bea 
bears 

of 


n 



lately been a salt-well 





count), 


g from Clarksburg and 




Morgan 

rock about 
well exe- 

OB 

tracks, deer 






antation of Henry Hamilton, there is a larg 
50 wide, with numerous engravings of 
ers of full size,—buffaloe tracks,— 
eels, fish, women as large as life, human tracks, otters, 
crows, eagles, wild cats, foxes, wolves, racoon®, opossums, 
This is probably one of the most extensive specimens 
aborigines, to be found in our country. 

The Raven's Rock is also worthy of notice.— It is situated on 
creek, about 3£ miles south of Morgantown, and half a mile 
trance of the creek into the Monongahela river. In this 
•omc strata of coal and of iron; and except in these strata 
is perforated like a pigeon box. This rock is 150 feet high, 40 feel thick at 
its base and 20 at its top. Population in 1820, 11,060— in 1830, 14,056. 
It belongs to the 20th judicial circuit, and 10th district Tax paid in 1833, 
$1,402 33—in 1834, on lots, 1130 46—on land, §775 54—184 slaves, 
§46 00—5417 horses, §325 02—36 studs, 1102 00—3 coac $6 00— 
5 carryalls, $5 00—3 gigs, §1 50. Total, §1392 52.—Expended in edu¬ 
cating poor children in 1832, §887 15—in 1833, §870 92. 

! TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, <fcc. 



Barns’ Mills, P. O. 296 ms. from 
ft and 233 N. W. by W. of W. C., 
situated in the western part of the 

county. 

Blacksvilt.e, P. O. 241 ms. from 
fill and 243 N. W. of W., situated 20 
Utiles N. W. of Morgantown, at the 
iunction of Robert’s Run and Dun- 
creek, 50 ms. from its mouth. 
This creek empties into the Monon- 

river. This village is locat¬ 
ed immediately on the line dividing 

irginia and Pennsyl- 
of Biacksville being in 
Monongalia, Va. and 
a part m Ben co. Pa. It contains 




the states 
v&nia. 








stores 
mice 
and 

creek is 
boat 
extent, 
country 

producing 

Duck wheat 
In plenty 




2 mercantile 
1 temper- 
ard, 1 saddler, 
ods. Dunkard 
lis place, and 
on to some 
the surrounding 
but very fertile, 
, corn, oats and 

Timber 
in great 


v m 

phjrs 


variety. Population 52, including 1 
sician. 

u nxarb Creek, P. O. 241 ms. 
N. W. by W. of W. and 245 from 
R., situated in the N. W. part of the 
county, 22 ms. N. W. by W. of Mor¬ 
gantown 

Granville, P. V. 295 ms. from 
R. and 217 N. W. by W. of W., 
situated on Dunkard 
southern border of 
and on the W. side 
galia river, 2 ms. below 
It contains 21 
house of public worship 
denominations, l common 
mercantile stores 
houses, 1 
cabinet makers, 
lories, 1 cooper 








shop, 2 
and shoe fee- 
maker. 



Population, white males 44, females 
50—colored 10—total 110—and 1 
resident physician. 

Kino’s Ferry, P. G. 217 ms. N. 
W. by W. of W. and 289 from R. 

us, P. O. 240 ms. 
N. W. bv W. of W. and 203 fmm R. 







h 



Mills, 

235 N. W. 
town was established 






of the 

• i 

mi 









V. and 
R. and 
in lat. 39° 
of W. 
on 


Polslsy’sj 

and 
, Middle- 
act of As 

sembly January 19th, 18*20. It is! C, situated on an 
now a flourishing and healthy village, j the right bank 

situated on the west bank! 35 miles below 
onongahela, one and a hall] Clarksburg, 
gw the junction of Tygart’a 1 Pittsburg, Pa. 

Fork rivers, where) flourishing and wealthy \ 
form the Mononphela ing out incaiculab 
of Clarksburg, 18 manufacturer 
90 S. of Pitts-healthy situation 
. of Brownsville, Pa., and Monongahela river, 

E. of the mouth of Fishingi productions of the country 

s confluence with the it is surrounded ,—the inexhaustible 
It contains 30 dwelling coal mines which abound in almost 
2 houses of public worship, every hill, and the rich and innumer* 
1 Methodist and 1 Presbyterian,) 1 able iron banks which are every- 
colonization society, 1 tract, 1 tern- where to be found in this vicinity are 
penance, and 1 humane mission soci-. perhaps not to be surpassed in West- 
ety, and l common school, 4 mercan-j ern Virginia. Besides the ordinary 
tile stores, 1 distillery, 2 taverns, 1 county buildings, it contains 120 
pottery, 3 cabinet makers, 1 chair f dwelling houses, 2 houses of public 
maker, t wheelwright, 1 wagon' worship, (1 Methodist and 1 Presby- 





which 


maker, l smith shop, I gun smith, 2) terian,) and I female academy called 


boot and shoe factories, 1 saddle and-the “Monongalia Academy, ” 
harness maker, 1 brick maker, 2 hat-1 prising 2 departments —-Classic 


com 


al 





ter’s shops, 2 saw and 2 grist mills.! Preparatory. Its standing fund 
the immediate vicinity are 2 card-'interest is §10,000,* and it averages 
and fulling mills, 4 saw mills,'40 pupils,—size of building 70 .feet 
and 2 manufacturing flour mills, front, 40 feet deep, 2J stories high, a 
The face of the country is somewhat handsome and spacious brick build- 
hilly, in parts very much broken. - 

The soil is generally of a rich loamy | ♦The Trustees of the Monongalia 

ucing all the staples coni-: Academy were incorporated by the legis- 

° , r Ilature in 1806. To 1827 or 8 the lecrisla- 

middle and northern 


lature in 1806. In 1827 or 8 the legisla 
. lure passed an act authorising said irus- 

states — well adapted to grazing and; tees to raise f10,000 by lottery for the 

horses, hogs, dtC.J benefit of this Academy. This sum was 

of which are rairedi !*“«<?,■ “ nd about one-half °r i< expended 
, . • 1 m building a large and commodious buck 

mar Lota I hia fln*. , .... % . . . . 

building. The 




mon m 




stored 
stone coal. 



This sec 

out innumem- terest for the benefit of 
establishment 1830 the Legislature 

forests abound!? 110 ,7, nRlhe , tru ,t tees 

, . i ; by lottery for the » 

bum has been sob 

, and the best the whole amount 





in¬ 
to 

another act, 
raise 320,000 more 

The 

and it is expected 
above sum of 



latter are shipped from this 
the Pittsburg 
and frequent 
Popu lation 
are physicians 


quantities of the 

ace for 



Cincinnati market, 
New 







will be raised in a few years; 
which added to the balance left of the 
first 1011617 ', will make an endowment 
. sufficient to render the Monongalia 
eans. Academy a free school. It Is now one of 
2 the cheapest ant "test conducted semtoa- 

the 



t 



kind to the united States. 










and cl 




t ton 


ing, pleasantly situated 
school (female,) in which are taught 
the languages, painting, drawing. &c., 
ft temperance societies. (1 male and 1 


female,) 1 


J bible and 
asylum, 
1 apothecary 
houses of entertainment, 2 

lour mills, 1 fulling 
ishment, 1 windmill 
1 printing office 
issued a weekly paper, 
, 2 saddlers, 4 boot and 
•hoe factories, 3 wheelwrights, and 
chair makers, 5 cabinet makers, 1 

tin plate worker, 1 red 
•tone ware manufactory, 4 tailor 
shop, 3 hat manufactories, 2 gun 
smiths, 1 wagon maker, 3 smith 
■hops, and 1 plough manufactory. 
The United States mail passes thro* 
this village 3 times a week. Popu¬ 
lation 650 persons ; of whom four are 
resident attorneys, and three regular 
physicians. The Monongahela river 
in navigable for small steam boats, 





and sometimes those of a larger size) 


or 
place; 





months in 
if the 
goes 

cleansing the 
ing slack water 
and locks, 
at no distant 
most flourishing 
Virginia. 

County Courts are 
Monday in every 
fy in March, June , 
c ember. 



year to this 
contemplated im- 
oDeration of 




on the 







Judge Fry 
Superior Courts of Law and Chancery 
on the 8 th of April and September . 
Palatine Hill, P. O. 289 ms. 

from It. and 211 from W. 

SmithF i eld, a small village 10 
miles from Morgantown, on the road 

to Clarksburg. 

White Day, P. O. 283 ins. from 
R. and 205 S. W. by W. of W ., situ¬ 
ated in the eastern part of the county. 
10 ms. E. of Morgantown. 


MONROE. 






Monroe was created by act of Assembly in the year 1799, from a por¬ 
tion of Greenbrier. It is bounded N. by Greenbrier,—N. E. by Allegha¬ 
ny,—E. by Bottetourt,—S. by Giles, and W. by New river, which on that 
side separates it from Giles. Its mean length is 31 ms; mean breadth 
I Sill; and area 614 sq. ms., extending from 37° 22', to 37° 45' 
i long, from 3° 16', to 3° 54' W. of W. C. The general 
comity is westward from the summit of the Alleghany mountain. 

the northwestern angle of the county, 
the Great Kanawha, at the point at 
Monroe all meet. The mouth of 
actual admeasurement, to be 1,333 ft. 
county of Monroe being still higher 
this point, is probably from 1,400, to 1,700 or 1, 

Population in 1820, 6,620, 1830, 7,798. It belongs 
circuit and 8th district. Tax paid in 1833, 81,123 94 
856 83—land. §601 30—424 slaves, §106 00—3,640 
21 studs, §173 00—11 coaches, §29 50—15 
83 SO. Total 1,280 69. Expended in educatin 
§395 



New river 

gin. 

has been 
the ocean, and 







oni lots, 






—/ gigs, 
children in 1832, 
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Gwtnn’s Mill, 





ms. from 












R and 

m 









. 237 ms. from 

W. of W., situ* 

county, 

Union, the Coun~ 







margin of New river,;The valley in w 



nver 



below Indian 
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abmied iters are Bituated 
m fat 30'_ 25" N. t lon^3° 14' 

88 ms. from the White Sulphur, the 
same diitance from the Sweet Springs, 

ulphur. 
rise is 
running 


and 16 ms. 



I 


to 


from Giles 1 


jtheir name from a 
crimson color. 






Works,— | 

called a village it is simply (another of white, 

~ * gelatinous consistence. 

issues from various 

are narrow, but very fertile turn of soft slate stone, 

in abundance, wheat, rye,'of about 24 by 8 ft Heretofore, they 
corn, oats, hemp, flax ant were but partially collected, three- 
stuffs. The principal staples fourths having been permitted to 
_, hemp and Indian corn: for j waste; but the present proprietor hav- 
the fatter a. ready market is found atjing, in the autumn of 1833, opened 
mil seasons at the Med Sulphur;the native stone, and. obtained a veal 
Springs, distant 10 ms. Emigration;increase in the quantify, lias collected 
to this neighborhood within the last!them in two fountains of white mar- 


aiirc 


few years, has been considerable. 

Pet erst own, P. O. 249 ms. from 
R and 294 S. W. by W. of W. This 


ble. The temperature of the water 
is preceisely 54 deg. of F hr.; it 


peculiarly pleasant, thougl 
wms settled, some 4U yearsilv impregnated with sulnh 
since by Christian Peters , from whom 


derives its name, and established as 


i 


rogen. Hundreds of persons now 

bear testimony to its extra- 


a town by act of Assembly in Janua- ordinary effects in the cure of pulmo* 
ry 4th, 1804. It is situated on a nary disease: it is therefore 


stream called Rich creek, which takes 

its rise in Peters' mountain, about 7 
ms. above, and passing tfarouffli the 
town 


its waters, 2 ms. be* 







tains 
mon 
and 
cantile 



the most 


sites for water 
western V irginia. It con- 
dwelling houses, 1 com- 
saw mill, 1 grist mill, 
machine, 1 mer- 
1 saddler, 1 
smith, 1 tailor and 

t? a 

wild and romantic country, 
with every description of 
pursuit of which, constitutes 
cipal spit of the inhabitants. 

Red Sir, pi. ui Springs, P. V. 840 
ms. from R and 282 from 


ous to offer farther evidence of its 


lue in checking that frightful enemy 
of mankind. We may refer the read¬ 
er to the work of Dr. Bell on baths 


1 waters 

affording on# of] phlet lately 


wa^on 





tion and the 
Dr. Huntt, a 
of Washington 
earnestly 
last little work.* 



pam- 

lcian 


®g,_ 

j thei we 
prill' 


are 
read this 
remains that we 

the illness of the 
proprietor received, 
from him a letter rupceting these waters, 
and the pamphlet above mentioned 


♦ A short time 
late Mr. 






pampmei aoovi 
“be<r Itmve to subjoin. 

Washington, Fed. 8,1834. 



In answer to your letter of the 98th a] 
have much pleasure in stating, that 
as highly gratified by my excursion 1 










GINIA 




should notice its efleets in other 
cases, and here we must express our 
astonishment, that physicians have 
tamed to so little account the know¬ 
ledge of its powers in pulmonary cora- 
■. ants, and in the reduction of arte¬ 

rial action. There can be little doubt 
that the remarkable influence it exerta 
pulmonary complajnti is mainly 
nt on its sedative quality, and 
II terms to us strange how it hm been 

medical men, tha| so 
important a curative principle, could 






these waters are most singu¬ 
larly efficacious in uterine diseases. 


health of delicate 
well established, 
, and one which 
tiarly important 

are proba- 





and in 

a is a 
to admit of 
we 

should be known 
bly the 
jjleia that are suited 
The writer is 








cases. 

thiii llie 


tonic property 
sequent on their sedative 
Thev do not belong to tie ordinary 




<H have been limited to one disease, elate of tonics; they do indeed, invijjr- 


The writer hazards the opinion jorate the stomach in a remarkable 




that it will be found no less effieica- 
cious, in calming nervous irritabilit 
in reducing arterial action. 


manner—a fact which is cleany pro¬ 
ved by the rapid increase of weight, 
many persons gaining from one to two 
has experienced this effect in his own | pounds a day for several successive 
rson, and has witnessed it in others. '• days; but whilst they effect this, they 

are most usually producing one or 
two evacuations a day, and acting frees 



e of the most remarkable cases of 
Neuralgia we have ever witnessed 


was that of Henry Brown, esq. ofllyon the kidneys and skin. From 
Lynchburg. He had been afflicted what has been said, it may be per- 
many years in an extraordinary de- ceived that we believe the water to 
ree, Iliad visited Europe, consulted directly sedative, indirectly tonic , 



S 


e most eminent physicians, tried all 
the other mineral waters in this re¬ 
gion, "but with little benefit. Last 
August he visitted these Springs, and 
was so much pleased with their ef¬ 
fects, that he remained until the 1st of 
January. 

He regretted not having visited the 
Red Sulphur some years sooner, and 
believed, if he had, that in all proba- 
fclity, he would have been, entirely 
restored, to health. 



ittle doubt, an 
highly important, 
have never 


the Red Shlphur Springs last season. It 
my first visit • to that place, and I was 
inch pleased with the water, the enter¬ 
tainment and the scenery, that my stay 
was protracted, with enjoyment, for nearly' j n j urv - If the 
three weeks. !. J ’ 

I send you a pamphlet just published in* ia a worse 
t 

¥ ^ 
see thatjhey are rising iri- 

’ author Doctor 


terative, diuretic and diaphoretic. 

It has been found efficacious in it 
forms of consumption, scrofula, jaun¬ 
dice and other bilious affections, chro¬ 
nic dysentery and diarrhea, dyspep¬ 
sia, diseases of the uterus, chronic 
rheumatism and gout, dropsy, gravel, 
neuralgia, tremor, syphilis, scurvy, 
crysipetas, tetter, ring-worm and itch; 
and it has long' been celebrated 
vermifuge. That 
other diseases, to which i 

area 

\ • 

we 




pamphlet just published in* 1 . * ' 

virtues of these waters, by'disease had 

incurable, or 



Htwtt is a distinguished physician here 
whose opinions are entitled to the utmost 
reap ct and confidence, and I hope he will 
be instrumental in extending the knowledge 
of these valuable waters. 

W 1th every wish for your success, I re- 
mained dear sir, wry resp itfully and tru¬ 
ly, yours, WM, WIRT. 




ly traced 
own part 





aw 

it is because the 

to be 
may be clear- 
omi imprudence on his 
is a lamentable fact that 

visit the 
prings arc alto- 
their properties, 
are tempted to make 
on themselves. Some 
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think that the greatest good is to be 
derived from tie greatest quantity, 
and therefore use them immoderately. 
Others think that, as charity hides a 
multitude of sins; so the water justi¬ 
fies a multitude ofindulgencies. They 
entirely lose sight of the object of 
which they were in pursuit, after 
having made some progress towards 
its attainment; and if, after indulging 
their appetites, or being guilty of 
some oilier imprudence, they relapae 
to their former condition, they imme¬ 
diately blame the water. The writer 
has lad, some experience in the use of 
the Red Sulphur water, and does not 
hesitate to say, that in his opinion, its 
efficacy is impeded by all stimulants. 
Ardent spirits, strong coffee, strong 
tea, meat diet, especially _at night, 
should be avoided. The patient 
should live on a strictly vegetable 
diet. Milk, maple molasses, cold 
bread, buckwheat cakes, rice, rye 
mush, bread-pudding, stewed peaches 
and various other articles of a similar 
character are ‘best suited to the action 
of the water. These combined with 
its judicious use, moderate exercise, 
and a calm mind, afford the best pros¬ 
pect of a cure. We are of opinion 
that most persons should begin with 
six or eight tumblers a day, and gra¬ 
dually increase to twelve. We be¬ 
lieve this quantity to be sufficient, ex¬ 
cept where it is necessary to act more 
iimmediately on the kidneys. In this 
case we would advise a light supper, 
and three tumblers of water after get¬ 
ting into bed. Walking exercise is 
of vast importance in making the wa¬ 
ter alterative. We would therefore 
strongly recommend early rising, and 
as much exercise as can be taken 
without fatigue. There is frequently 
a fog in the morning, in these moun¬ 
tain resrions. hut not bins 1 is to be am 


en: 


BIgtl 

were 




some 



n. The latter* 
vith the action 
be useful at the* 
ire the system 
nils, and when 


of the water. It may be useful at the 1 
commencent, to prepare the system 
by two or three blue pills, and when 
the water becomes altogether diuretic,' 
it will be proper to turn it on the bow¬ 
els, which may be done by a, little ep- 
aom salts or some other simple me¬ 
dicine. When persons laboring un¬ 
der diarrhea use the water it some¬ 
times happens, that the evacuations 
become more frequent and acrid, for 
two or three days. 

Patients in this situation sometimes 
think that the water is doing them in¬ 
jury, when, in-fact, it is expelling the 
exciting cause. To such persons we 
recommend perseverance and caution 
in diet. There is a singular effect 
produced by this water which we 
have never known produced by any 
other mineral water. About the lOtn 
day, usually, but sometimes much 
earlier, the patient is taken with a 
sensation of fullness in the head; he 
feels indolent and sleepy, and we 
have even known the pulse to get be¬ 
low the natural standard. We have 

■ 

never seen this symptom productive 
of any injury; on tie contrary expe¬ 
rience has proved that it is an uner¬ 
ring omen of amendment. Whenev¬ 
er we hear of this symptom we havje 
strong hopes, that the patient is in a 
fair way of recovering his health, if 
he will do justice to himself by perso¬ 


ns much exercise as 





fine day. It ts highly 
invalids to lay aside the 
dicines if possible, bat i 


in these moun¬ 
ting is to be ap» 
[t is in fact, al- 
forerunner ot a 
Iv imnortant to 


verance and pr 
these waters fre 
cles. They sup; 
eases of several 5 
be eradicated in 
have, indeed, son 

fill change* take 
but if a man labi 
nata diaeasi desi 
he must give tin 
from hii 8 yitem 
exoitin e cause, 



iters to 
:t mira- 
■nic die¬ 





ts ce in a lew days, 
ng under an obsti- 
permanem benefit, 
eater time to expel 
rery vestige of the 



The proprietor of this property 
came into possession on the 1 st of 
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October, lilt 
been busily 

moots for 
tore. In 
id erected 
ing a range 
198 by 24 

Ilf with 
It' All 


He 



ever since | the White Sulphur, 22 from the Sweet 

the Red Sulphur, 

Warm 








s country 
medicinal waters, 

any other 
me extent. The cli- 
the wanner months. 










of visi-1 Springs 
spacious ho* 
is now erect-1 has its full 
story buildings I and in 
two story build-]country of 
rtico, 112 by 80] mate, too, 
cabins will be fitted i a the best 
mm in a more comfortable manner, thermometer in 
Cold and warm baths will be pro rich| July and August 

stables and carriage I time from 65° to 
houses are erected and every thing] a re so refreshingly cool as 

rovided which can promote]the delicate to sleep under 
the comfort of the guests. The ae* and three blankets. To ju 
eommodation will be ample for 250(one’s feelings, the barometer would 

The establishment is con- stand very low in this favored countiy, 
acted by Major Wm. Vass. A tri-1 and show an uncommonly light air, 
weekly line of stages is now running but they are scarce in this portion cut 
through this place to Newbern in the state, and there happens to be none 
Montgomery county, where it con- at the Silt Sulphur Springs at this 
sects with the southwestern line. time. Here, under the blessings 
The roads in this neighborhood are [providence, “tit® blind, the lame 
greatly improved, and two companies 
are incorporated to make a turnpike 
read from the White Sulphur, to this 

t htce, by way of the Salt Sulphur. 

t is expected that the mail will ar¬ 
rive here daily, next season, in stages. 

Red Sulphur Seminary .—This In¬ 
stitution was opened on the 15th 
April last. The studies at present 
pursued are the Ancient Languages 
and Mathematics. The number of 
scholars is limited to thirty. When 
that number is engaged a teacher of 
Modern Languages will be employed. 

The advantages possessed by this 

will readily suggest thera- 
e minds of those who have 
hoys to educate. It has the undivld* 
dll attention of Wm Burke as prin- 
cipal, and James Macauly as assis- 










dxphur Springs, P. G. 

from W. 




216 ms. 

The mineral 
name of the 
rise in Western 
874° N. lat. and 
kdriphia—are distant 



known by the 
Springs, 
in about 
. of Phi« 
from 




the ho It 1 * may venture to hope for re¬ 
lief The fine, refreshing climate, the 

cheerful company, passing and repass. 

ing from spring to spring.and such 

a variety of medicinal waters, as the 
world no where else affords—added 
to the novelty of mountain scenery, it 
seems to afford sufficient inducement 
to entice both the young 
the robust, to seek new pleasures, and 
the infirm man, bowed down bv dis 
ease, and weary of 
hla sufferings, and endeavor to repair 
his shattered constitution, 
trast between winter 
this region, is, 
very great 

as the country is th nlv inhabited 
appears 

are covered with snow, an 
with ice —as soon, though, as the sea¬ 
son well justifies it, the prospect be¬ 
comes more inviting.—About the lat¬ 
ter part of May, and the first ©f June, 
the poor victims of disease, from north 

, east and west, are seen in 
to try the healing powers 

natural medicines. Soon af» 



summer in 
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ter, the throng is much increased by kind 
daily arrivals of gay and fashionable examination 
people, looking for amusement or a the waters, 
more genial summer climate than the frequently 
one they reside in. This time of ani- formations 
mation continues until the middle oflFrom 
September 
leave 










■On. an 
,ry around 
will be found 
gnesia-r the 
secondary.— 
in all proba- 
magnesia 
mineral call- 
found in 



are 


cmclt giving out a very different wa- analasis of them, which 



correct 

i«cure 



the visitors mostly bility, thei 
homes -r- A few, how- and the ne 
remain much later— ed sodine, so 
real sufferers, who one product! 
to leave as long as these waters 
to hope for. There confidence in 
at the Salt Sulphur, more and more solicitous for 

ter.—The first one useSis distinguish- to them their entire 
ed as the Salt Sulphur, and is orna- more. 

merited with an appropriate building This spring is celebrated among all 
resting on twelve large pillars. — -The the visiters to the springs for tine ex- 
other spring rises about 600 yards up cellence of the accommodations, and 
the ravine, and was discovered about the polite and obliging dispositions of 

a year since in an attempt to convey the proprietors. These buildings are 
jorae sulphur water in pipes to a bath very extensive, and still increasing — 
house.—-The laborer m blowing a in the season of 1835, they will pro- 
rock to afford a way for the pipes, bably be able to accommodate BOD 
opened the spring to his great alarm, persons. 

as he thought he had struck on the Sweet Springs, P. O. 204 ms. 
source of the uprieg from which he W. of R. and 263 S. W. by W. of 
was conducting the water. The tern- W. This most ancient of any of the 
pemture of the two springs is the same watering places in Va., is situated in 
at all seasons of the year (50° fab’ r,) the county of Monroe, in a fertile 


and both of them contain a portion o 



• • 




uncombined state—This perhaps 
mineral that acts so happily as 
a corrective of acid and the oily eruc¬ 
tation that attends a diseased stomach. 
The different waters give a copious 

first adding to them 
salt of iron, and then precipitating it 
with carburet of potass—of course the 

been considered a pre= 
If any reliance can be 
indication, the newly 
discovered fountain will have the rare 

reducing 1 a quick pulse m 
some few other waters arc said to do. 

more active ingredients in the 
Salt Sttlphur might interfere with those 
invalids who would wish to reduce 

2 nick circulation, but with the 
iaeovered spring, no difficulty o 


valley of the same name. They are 


sulphuretted hydrogen.—The Salt distant 29 ms. from Fincastle, 22 from 
Sulphur, too, has soda, it is believed, the Salt Sulphur, 37 from the Red, 








and 18 from the White Sulphur 
Springs. The spring, which is so 
copious, as to turn a mill at the dis¬ 
tance of 200 yards 
rises at the lower end 
low or valley, from 
radually swells on 
ouses and cabins, of 
number have 
year or two, are 
date from 250 
fer the greater number of these ca¬ 
bins ore built in rows adjoining each 
other, though some are delightfully 
situated among the groves of < k 
trees. There are two perennial rivu¬ 
lets from the mountains, meandering 
through the dale, which not only aids 
materially to tie comfort of the visi- 




The 
large 
within a 
accom- 
person!!. ‘ By 



MONROE. 


uVm 


WESTERN 



ters and the 
bat refreshes, 

the 

indeed ha 
bellishing with 
this 

that can 
fancy is 
cat 






of the place, 

and beautifies 5 well in the 

Nature carbonic a 
in era- aaline matter* 


8 



beauties 
Every object 
or please the 
in its brighi- 
scenery of the 








other respects as' 
evolution of 
in the earthy and 
in solution. In 

iron has 
Bristol 


coraposi- 
rather 


mountains with the gentle landscapes, 

and arbors, care- 

over this delightful 
scene, invite the young, and the gay, 
and the admirers of nature to con- 

under these charming! 

and picturesque aspects. 

The spirit of public improvement 

which has recently so diffused itself; 

among the people of Western Vir¬ 
ginia, has greatly facilitated the 
means of access and conveyance to 
the different watering places. There 
is- a daily line of stages in the summer 
running from Fincastle to the Sweet 
Springs and also from the Salt and 
White Sulphur. The fine roads, de¬ 
lightful climate and beautiful scenery 
which is here met with, is a sufficient 
inducement aside from other consid¬ 
erations, to the low landers for an an¬ 
imal ramble to the mountains. 


one quart 





the 
been 

Hot Wells 
tion. if we 
crude analysi 
of the water of the 
tains— 

Saline substances in 

general, 

Earthy substances, 

Iron 

The saline substances 
of magnesia, muriate of soda, and 
muriate of line with a little sulphate 
of lime. The earthy substances con¬ 
sisted of sulphate of lime, a small 
portion of carbonates of magnesia 
and lime, with a small portion of sili- 
cious earth. The deposition of cal- 
carious matter from the waters as they 
flow down the meadows is so grail 
as to form a kind of drain of consi¬ 
derable height and thickness at about 
a mile on the road to the White Sul¬ 
phur Springs. 

Few mineral waters lave acquit reel 
such fashionable and well merited 






of a calcareous or magnesian carbo¬ 
nate. The excess of carbonic acid 
gives, however, the waters a brisk- 

different 
an im- 



• 1 __ jpbtt tl H u 

The following description of the celebrity as the Sweet Springs. The 

properties of the Sweet name is calculated to convey errone- 
waters is taken from Dr. Ballous impressions of their taste, which 
on Baths and Mineral waters. “The; is like a solution of a small quantity 

the spring rises into a large 
reservoir, from opposite 
which it flows out by small 

conveying water to the ness, productive of & 
men, the other to that for effect on the 

men’s bath is of a perfect mixture 
surrounded by ai produce. The 
at the top, it is of tol- water due to its 
clear, the bottom ous contents, w 

water eon-jing of warmth 
atantly flowing in and as constantly 
passing out, 

height The temperature of the 
Spring 73° fahr., the same as that 
which in England, by a strange blun-; increase 
der, is called Bristol Hot 




There is a considerable resemblanc 


, with 

w 

sensation of fulness at the head and 
a certain!some giddiness. Taken at stated in¬ 
tervals in moderate quantity, it will 

moisture on the skin and 

flow of urine. If the 

state it gives 
im] Tts fresh 
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The Sweet 
in the va- 

by 


vigor to 
Spring water 
rietks of 

gastrodynia or spasm, 
curring at irregular intervals and 
heart burn—when the extremities are 

In secon- 


pains oc- 



tive 


the exces 



igestive canal, 
heat of summer, 
and dysentery 
or not sustained by he- 
, much good will 
by the internal use of] 




there have been 
ness of the joints 
chief reliance must be 

gastric irritation or evi-i baths of the Warm 


presence 
the water, 
and nephritic co 
In acute 
with the addition 
the use of the 


restoration of the diges- 

energy, 
inferred from 
acid and the 
carbonates in 
in calculous 




waters 
and 
service. 


But in chronic rheumatism, in which 






uni¬ 
on r 
on the 






pnngs, 

~ the 


iogosis of the liver be present by or attenuated with the use of 
parched skin and other phe- sulphur spring water, 
nomena of fever: it will be better to The. usual times for drinking the 



one or two small bleedings, waters of the Sweet Springs are ear 
followed by the use of a blue pill at iy in the morning, between 12 and 1 
night, and a tumbler full or two of the o’clock or some little time before din- 
water, to which has been added a tea- ner, and in the evening" at tea time. 

spoon full of epsom salts, or twice the This later period is an improper one 
quantity of calcined magnesia early except the invalid! suffer at the time 
in the morning. from spasm of the stomach, or expe- 

The harassing cough to which rience a morbid and gnawing sensa. 

young persons are occasionally sub- tion of hunger. 

ject and! which often has its origin in The use of the hath at the Sweet 

an enfeebled state of the stomach, or Springs is adapted to a large number 


in scrofulous habits from enlargement oi cases, viz., in wmen tnero is a 
of the bronchial glands, as alao the morbid or irregular heat of the sur- 
utiis homoralis of old people, will face with some febrile action. The 

ed bv l 


T 


in which thero is a 





materially benefitt 
waters. The relie 


e, will face with some febrile action. 
>y the use first sensation or immersion 
f afforded water is a slight shock, 



given 





Females 



cases as these has usually the feeling of coolness 
* Hot Wells its reputation and rather agreeable, 
of pulmonary consump- hesitation in bathing in water 

temperature, as 

of what are termed a in a cold bath. 

y, who have been nil purposes it is 
confinement, mg] and in 
their children, de- considerable 
exercise, and of the en= neglect of 
air, and who have when I 
cause* of dys- more 
excessive use of tea and this water 

a ^ 

condiments, will douche 






with 
to the 
given 
cold! bath. A 
of applying 
would be by 
being directed 

nd their strength and health restored on the region in which the irritation 
by drinking these waters as well as was fixed, and whenever there was 






bathing in 
mentioned, 
rine 



manner 




be soon j augmented heat 



the ute-|over 

often soon disap- men 



fixed pain as 


, or liver, or abdo- 

above the puhii or en 
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the loin* 
joints when 
mat ion has 
lid entirely 
the irritation 
the dr 
of 

jmparative 

chloro 
and 



sacrum, also 

▼iolence 












nor pass- 

If 

forbids 
, douchin 
form a goo 
its use in this ■ way. 
some evening fever 

with heat 

V 

loins, would all be 
douching this part 

and advantage with 

at the Sweet Springs 
aged persona, is evl- 
generaL safety. The 
to be attended to are, that 
not be moist or cold 
with perspiration, nor that there shall 
be general chill nor the languor 
that follows excessive muscular ac¬ 
tion: tlie stomach also should be 
nearly empty, or at least not actively 
engiiged in its work of digestion. 
The duration of a bath is usually 
too long; from five to fifteen minutes 
will embrace periods adapted to al 1 
conditions. Even the more robust 
not to stay in longer than the 
last mentioned time. 

UNION, P. V. aud seat of justice , 
267 ms. S. W. by W. of W. C., and 
208 W. of R., in lat. 37° 34’ N. and 


dence 
chief _ 

the skin 




W. of W. C M —situated 
from Peters* mountain 
m UrreenDrier Valley, about 40 ms. a 
little W. of N. from Christiansburg. 
The town of Upion is a beautiful lit* 
tie village, in a pleasant and healthy 
situation. The country around for 
many miles is a rich and fertile soil, 
particularly adapted to craw. A vast 
number of < 


cattle, 




are annually 

borhood. It contains 
al county buildings, which 
some, 45 dwelling houses, 
of public worship, (I Methodist and 
1 Presbyterian,) 1 common school, 2 
houses of public entertainment, 3 
mercantile stores, 2 tan yards, and 3 
saddlers. The other mechanics are, 
tailors, boot and shoe makers, black¬ 
smiths, wagon makers, brick layers, 
dec. &c. This court house is situa¬ 
ted 15 ms. west of the top of the Al¬ 
leghany mountain. Population 400 
persons; of whom 1 in a resident at¬ 
torney, and 2 are regular physicians. 

County Courts are held on the 3 d 
Monday in every month;— Quarter¬ 
ly in March , June, August and 
vember.- 

Judge Brown holds his Circuit 

[Superior Court of Law and 
hy on the 14 th of May 





MONTGOMERY. 



W. 

Franklin 
we 
before the 







» 

Montgomery was created by the Legislature in 

Fincastle county. It is bounded N. and 
by Wythe,—S. by the new county 
we are unacquainted with the precise 

to give the dimensions of Montgomc 
mean length was 34 miles, me 
ms. Extending in lat. from 30° 4 
3° 50' W, of W. C. The northern 
the Roanoke and to Craig’s creek, which 
Botetourt. The county occupies a 

the waters which 
the Mississippi. 


in long, 
ty gives 
direction 
lean or 
those which 

















which enters the Great 
Walker’ s mountain. 



, in G 



coun¬ 
in a N. W. 
the high pla- 
Atlantic, and 
Sinking creek, 
western foot of 
is found. 



from actual measurement, elevated 1,585 



river, 
we 

gomery 
valent to more 
the mean lat. 
lar to that on 








can- 



tributary to 
assume as 
500; or a mean e 
five degrees of latitude. If 

ery county, the real winter c 
coast in N. lat. 42°. 
county is broken and rocky, yet 
are bordered with excellent soil, 
Montgomery as it stood in 1820, 8 
6th judicial circuit and 8th district, 
m 1834 on lots, $92 19— land, §593 77 
, $196 98—16 studs, 8112 00—10 
19 00—7 gigs, $3 75. Total, $1,289 69. 
eating poor children in 1832, §207 44—in 1833, $194 
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water in James 

be 250% 
evation of Mont- 

an equi* 
37°'as 
be si mi- 
8, the 
and 







LACK8BURG, P. O. 215 ms. W. off Superior Court of Law and Chance* 
R. and 290 S. W. by W. of W., situ- ry on the 22 d of May and October, 
ated in the northern part of the coun-| Fotiierinoay, P. O. 195 ms. from 

ty, 9 ms. northwardly from Chris- R. and 270 S. W. by W. of W. 
tiansburg. It contains 34 dwelling Goodson, P. 0.221 ms. W. of 
houses, 2 houses of public worship,;and 299 S W. of W. 



(1 Methodist and 1 'Presbyterian,) 1 
common school, 1 sabbath school, and 


La Fayette, P. O. 190 ms. 8. 
W. of R. and 266 from W., situated 


1 temperance society, 3 tan yards, 2|in the N. E. part of the county, near 


saddlers, and various other mechan¬ 


ics. Population 150 persons; ofjon the head waters of the Roanokt» 


the foot of the Alleghany mountain 






whom 1 is a physician. and at the junction of the North 

CHRIST!ANSBURG, P. V. and South Forks,—33 ms. from Fine ist 
county scat , 206 ms. S. W. of R and 7 from the line dividing the coun- 
and 282 S. W. of W. in lat. 37° 08’ ties of Montgomery and Botetourt 
N. and long. 3° 24* W. of W. It This village was established 
contains besides the usual county!years since, and is now lapidly pro- 
buildings, 45 dwelling houses, 2 grossing, most of its improvements 
bouses of public worship, (1 Met ho having been made within the last 2 

I Presbyterian,) 2 com moo! years, Itcontains 
> miscellaneous stores, 3 ho-jl house of public w 
nevolent societies, 2 tanyards, and 2.dist,) 2 miscellaneous 

rincipal mechanics 1 extensive manufacturing flour 
oe factories, 4 iai- 1 lanyard, 1 cooper 
cabinet maker, 4 tin [shoe factory, 4 
Population, whites ous other 
om 5 are resident its vicinity is 
ular physicians^- corn, 

103 persons 









van- 
soil of 


230 persons 

attorneys. 









Population 
s a regular 


ly in 
cember . 
Judge 


on the ! si physician 
Quarter- j TSewbern 
and No 






holds his Circuit 



and 301 
in the western 
ms. f 







ms. from R. 
, situated 

ounty, 16 

sburg, and. T 
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on 

Baltimore to 





view of the 




S*. 

contains 
lie w 
Iptori&n) 
{wed as 
t&a stores 
yard 



r. of English's 
western stage 
{bellvilla. Tenn. 
md *iry f giving 
jscent valley* 

mountains, which present an interest- 

e, and. fill the 

It 

1 house of pub- 
, (Methodist,) and 1 (Pn • 
in the immediate vicinity, 
school house,) 5 raeman¬ 
ta ver ns, 2 idlers, I ten 
shoe makers, 2 wa- 
jciii makers, 2 tailors, 2 blacksmith 
ifchojwt, I silversmith and jeweller, and 
1 milliner and mantua maker. Popu¬ 
lation 190 persons; of whom 2 are 

The face of the country 
to the N. and N. W. is generally 
level to the valley of Back creek, a 
diatanco of 7 or 8 ms. in width, and 
feetareen 15 and 20 in length, produc¬ 
tive of every kind of grain, but natu¬ 
rally adapted to grass. The S. and 
III E. is diversified and 'uneven, tho* 








good quality arid pro- 
The Maple commodities 

flax, and. 
"tank of New 
Newb rn, there m- 
Window*, fa 
presenting’ 
a scene 


river, 

a 'ft!.if called 

great natural 
to the spectator m magn 
a* the Natural Bridge 
county. It is a perpendicular rock 
500 feet in Mffht, running pitvaliefc 
with the river about 9} of a mite, i«r 
which there are a. number ©f eavei, 
that. produce saltpetre ■ in • abundance. 
Another natural cariosity is Peak 
Knob, about 3 ros. W. of" Newborn* 
It somewhat resembles the Peaks of 
Otter, and rises between 800 and 1000 
feet above the bed of Peak creek, and 
resents the inhabitants with a de» 
ightful landscape to a very consider¬ 
able distance. Around the foot of 
Peak Knob and on the banks of Peak 
creek, are a number of . mineral 
springs, the medicinal qualities of 
which are said to be considerable* 


Fi 


MORGAN. 





* Morgan was created by act of Assembly in 1820, 

Hampshire ami Berkley counties. )t is bounded N. by the Potomac, 

county of Maryland,—E. by Berk- 
Frederick and Hampshire,—and W. by the Potomac, separat- 
Alleghany county of Maryland. Its mean length is 22 miles, 
16; and area 352-sq. ms. It extends in lat from 39° 22’ to 
’ in long, from 0° 58’ to 1° 25’ W. of W. C 
county is N. N. E. in the direction of ’* 

Ireat Cacapon and Sleepy creek. The 

there is much good soil upon 
. ,500—18305 2,094. It belongs 
district. Tax paid in 1833, §561 20—in 1 


streams, 





72—91 slaves, §22 75—846 
1 coach, §3 00. Total $536 84. 
children in 1832, §162 75 —in 1833, §165 



a 





VIRGINIA 











son in Note* on 
of this water in 
river in Berkley 
mountain are 
former years 


Potomac 

above the North 

springs- In 
much more 
of Augusta or 
power* floweret 

are less, the waters weakly miners!- 
ised and scarcely warm. They wcfe 
more risked, because situated In a 

populous CGIIiI- 
with accomoio* 
always so for from the 
nearest to the populous 
waters of Bath are now 
repute, whatever opin- 








ntert&ined of 
Mr. J after-- 
Virginia^ 
them every 

and Pennsyl¬ 


vania. ' • 

County Courts 

Monday In every 

If in March, 

November . 

JlMi PAKI 
Superior Court 
ry on the 25th of April 
Oakland, P. O. 17 
and 96 N, W. by W. 



m 

Quarter* . 

and' 




NICHOLAS. 


Nicholas was created by act of Assembly in the year 1818, from*, jior* 
lion, of the counties of Kanawha, Greenbrier, and Randolph. It- is bound¬ 
ed N. by Lewis,—N. E. by Randolph,—E. by Pocahontas,—6. E. and*?, 
by Greenbrier,—S. W. by Fayette,—and W. by Kanawha. Tte mean 
length is 44 miles, mean breadth 3*21; and area 1,431 sq. ms. It extends 
in lint, from 38° §4' to 118° 43', and in long, from 3° 18' to 4° 12' W. of 
W. C. Its greatest declination is to- the sou h west, in the direction of its 
two principal streams, Gauley river and Elk river. The former flowing 
through the southern portion of the county, the latter through the northern. 
Gauley is a rough stream, admitting of out little navigation. Elk on the 
contrary is a beautiful flowing stream, navigable almost to its -source, and 
susceptible of being made at a small expense, the channel of valuable trade. 
It is -well stocked with fine freak water fish, some of which are of enor¬ 
mous size. The soil and climate of this county-present great variety; -.ba¬ 
in some parts very warm and very fertile, in others cwd and barren. • 
Population in 1820, 1,853 —in 1880, 3,34#. It belongs to th® 18th jtiili- 
circuit, and 9th district. Tax paid m 1833, §263 01 — in 1834, on 
lots, $11 98—land, §199 19—53 slaves, $13 25—899 horses, §53 94—4 

Total, $303 36. Expended in educating poor children 
in iso SO —in 1833, $65 83. ' 
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Birch 
and 327 
the northern 
ms. 





from R. 

NICHOLA 
VILLE, 











ms. from tins. N. W. 
, situated in 
county, 17 





ms. 






8UMMER- 

$$at, 28#ituting 








R. anil 310 W. 

and 1cm. 
This village is 
head of Pe- 
b ranch, 
flat near the 
west, const!- 
head of Peter’s 





creek, and 
into Arbuckle 
tfreams 

many 
tains a 
fee, 
nor 
ling 

2 taverns 
1 hatter 
1 boot 
100 



of which 
river, 
ge con- 




clerk’s of- 

a 

tone, of stipe¬ 
nd durability, 20 dwel- 
miscellaneous stores, 

2 smith shops, 
joiner, 2 tailors, and 
maker. Population 
whom 2 are resident 
There is no physician 
are only 2 in the 



inhabitants are 
boats 
nawha salines 
salt to 
western 


siderahle number 
and saw mills 




bottomed 
to the' Ka- 
off with 
the 
con- 
grist 
river, which: 







County Courts are held on the 2 d 
TSmdayin every month;— Quarter¬ 
ly in March , June, August and .Vo- 



JtJDOE Duncan holds his Circuit 
mjmrior Courts of Law and Chancery 
OH the 6th of April and September. 

Suttonsyille, P. O. 300 ms. N. 
Ilf. by W. of R. and 312 S. W. by 
W. of W, situated in the southern 
port of the county, on the south side 
of Qig Elk river, distant 100 ms. from 
the head of Elk, and from its junc¬ 
tion with the Great Kanawha river. 
Elk is navigable to the Union Mills, 
10 ms. above Suttonsville, which may 
111 ! considered the head of good navi- 
tfOQ. The situation of this village is 
eligible, being situated at the inter¬ 
section of the main northern and 

mail routes, passing through 
es of Kanawha and •Ohio. 
It contains 8 dwelling houses, 2 mis- 

1 house of enter¬ 
tainment, ai tan yard. Population 
48* The icipal pursuits of the 







prepare 

liSiiber, 

for the 

Great Kanawha, 
great quantities 

barrel-staves, and 
from this place to 
lines. There are ai 
15 saw mills built and 
Big Elk and its tributary waters, a 
part of which are expected to go into 
operation this season, and many oth¬ 
ers are in operation on that part of 
Big Elk river which runs through 
Kanawha county. It will give some 
idea of the business done at this place 
and its immediate vicinity, and of its 
fast increasing trade, to Mate that in 
the spring of 1833, there were sent 
off at one time in boats, lumber, &c., 
to the amount of from 10 to 12,000 
dollars. This was the product of 
about six months labor, including the 
winter season. This section of coun¬ 
try is but thinly and newly settled, 
with the exception of a.few hunter*, 
who are not generally very enterpris¬ 
ing people. Its remote situation 
kept its natural advantages 
ties out of view until 
now improving, and 
become a flourishing and 
village. 





OHIO. 

* 

i * 

Ohio county was created by act of Assembly in the year 1776 ; from a 
portion of the District of West Augusta. It is bounded N. b? Brooke,— 
If. E. by Washington county, Pa.—S. E. by Greene county, Pa.—B. by 
Tyler county, Va.—-S. W. by the Ohio river, which separates it from Mon- 
we county, Ohio,—and N. W. by Belmont county, Ohio. It will be per- 

that these limits include the new county of Marshall, created from 
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12 gigs, 

1832, §520 


Ohio, at the session 
et been pro 
e to separate them, 
in December, 1834. 

75 square miles. Jt extend 
from 3° 36' to 3° 55' W. 

Ohio river. Several creeks 
Ohio through this county;—they 

g, and Short.—The surface is very 
ile, especially on the water courses, 
in 1820, 9,182—in 1830, 15,590. Itbelon 
and 10th district. Tax paid in 1833, $2630 
5 46—land, $820 33—183 slaves, 
studs, $190 00—40 coaches, $97 25—13earr 
50—Total $2819 25. Expended in educatin 
06—in 1833, $842 61. 


Legislature of 1834-5. 


ished this new 
peak of Ohio 
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i 39° 42’to 
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TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, &c 


L Ajtchville, P. O. 263 ms. from 

W. and 353 from R. 

Beeler’s Station, P. O. 350 
ms. N. W. of R. and 259 N. W. 
by W. of W.—situated in the south¬ 
ern part of the county—the present 
county of Marshall. 

Grave Creek, or Elizabeth¬ 
town, P. V. 356 ms. from R. and 
260 N. W. by W. of W.—situated 
12 m3, below Wheeling. This creek 
and village take their name from ve¬ 
ry extensive tumuli, scattered over an 
elevated bottom or plain. The au¬ 
thor of this article visited this plain 
twice in 1794, before the use of the 
plough or other farming utensils had 
much disturbed the remains. At that 
epoch one very large conical mound, 
surrounded by a ditch, was itself en- 

numerous and similar, 
tumuli. The remains 
down the banks 
in, was also perfectly dis- 

the trench of a 







R. and 
Situated on 

S. B. by 
vantageotu 



ram. 

. O. 364 ms. from 


O. 344 ms. from 
. of W 

, 14 miles 
an ad- 



and on the post road leading from 
Morgantown, Monongalia county* to 

Wheeling. It contains 7 dwelling 
houses, 2 houses of public worship, 
(1 Methodist, and 1 Presbyterian,) 1 
common school, 2 taverns, I genet*! 
store, 2 blacksmith shops, 1 tauyaid^ 
and 1 tailor’s shop. Population 25.,* 
West Liberty, P* O. 276 mm 
N. W, by W. of W. and 369 from 

R. This village is situated in a 
healthy and flourishing neighbor¬ 
hood, densely settled, live miles frojgi 
the Ohio river, twelve miles N. .Ei 
of Wheeling, and nine S. of Wells- 
burg, the county seat of Brooke, 
contains 40 dwelling houses, 
of public worship, (I Pres erittp 
and 1 Methodist,) 1 ac 
common schools, 3 
2 lanyards, 2 
blacksmith 
maker, and several 
cabinet makers, 
from which a we 
There are 
around this vi 
flour mills, 
rounding nei 
and one of the 
growing countrie 
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and wool 
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WHEELING 

jmsSice, 357 ms. ft 
of W. C. in lat. 41 
4° 36' W. of W .< 
kt bank of tbe 0 
mouth of a creek 
06 ms. S. W. of i 
W. bv W. of Wi 
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Beat of first 
264 W. tern 





town* in tbe mm* 
ranks, in point - of 
irtk in tie stale* 


0° 07* N. and long, population, the fourth in the state* 
C.- itunted on the There are at all time® not than 
►hao river, and at the 26 steam engines in operation. The 
of the same name, Wheeling Iron Works, owned Ibjp' 




denary war 
of ». h igh h 
the U. B. rc 


tbe Ohio river, and at the 26 steam engines in opei 
sreek of the same name, Wheeling Iron Works 
’. of Pittsburg and 31 S. Messrs, Shanbexger & 

f Washington, in Pa,— 1000 tons of iron annually-.ctjbout 

>f this place was Wheel- 300 tons of which are cut into nails 
It early' in the Revolu- of various sizes—the Jbalance being 1 
which stood on the breast bar, boiler, sheet, hoop 
ilk, at the point of which, giving employment to a 


&c. 



It 







road reaches the Ohio river, ber of hands, and co 
advanced at first but slowly. 000 bushels of stone 
d out as a village early in These works are cak 
in 1820 contained 1,567 in- duce double or treble t 
Within the last thirteen annum, if there were i 
advance has been rapid,— There are also 4 iron 






quantity pr. 
smand for it 


em- 


in 1830 the population was 5,222, and ploying 70 hands, & consuming about 

now, 1834, is estimated at 8,000, — 130,000 bushels of coal annually, 4 

among whom are 14 resident attor- steam engine builders, giving employ* 
neys, 12 regular physicians, and i 1 ment to 70 hands and consuming 60,* 
clergymen. It contains about 500 000 bushels of stone coal annually— 
linuses, 9 houses of public worship, 5 glass houses and 2 glass cutting es* 

8 Presbyterian, 1 Episcopalian, 2 tablishments—giving employment to 
ethodist, 1 Catholic, 1 Friends or 193 hands, and consuming 260,000 
Quakers, 1 regular Baptist, and 1 bushels of stone coal, 3 steam flour 
Campbellite, dec. mills, consuming 75,000 ’bushels per 

There are a number of very ex- annum, 1 brewery, 2 steam distilleries, 
cellent institutions here. 1st The consuming 50,000 bushels, 2 cotton 
Wheeling Institute, contains 4 depart- factories, 2 woollen iictories and card- 
Blunts, viz:—infant—primary—clas- ing machines, consuming 70,000 bush- 
jrical, and female—under the super- els, 2 paper mills, 70,000 bushels,.2 
intendence of six teachers, and con- steam saw mills, 50,000 bushels, I 
tains from 150 to 160 pupils. copperas, 1 white and 1 shoot; lead fhc- 

2d. The Wheeling Lancasterian tor v. consuming 8.000 bushels of stone 
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ory schools. 


ill range 
within a 



bmutible quantities c 
their proximity to tb 
greatest eonvenienci 
manufactoriesa i 

having coal within 
their firm This nl 


50 to 160 pupils. copperas, 1 white and 1 sheet lead fac- 

Wheeling Lancasterian tory, consuming 8,000 bushels of stone 
3d. The Wheeling Clas- coal annually. 

my. 4th. The Wheel- There are 2 tobacc® factories and l 
Seminary. 5th. The glue factory, 1 coach and wagon ma- 
niversity, (not yet organ- ker, 1 edge tool maker, 3 chair ma¬ 
ne common English pre- kers, 1 comb maker, .2 merchant tai- 
ools. lors, giving employment to a great 

of this town is skirted by number of hands, 4 silversmiths, 18 
hills which approaches blacksmiths, and 3 white smiths, 2 
ort distance of the river, steam planing machines, 3 tanners 
which abound with inex- and curriers, 5 smddlern. If boot and 
unities of stone coal, from shoe factories, 6 painters and glaziers, 
tity to the town are of the 3 cabinet makers, 3 coppersmiths and 
?science to the numerous tin plate workers, 5 hatters, 2 wire 
s number of them workers, 2 coopers, 1 rope maker, 2 
within a few yards of water Dumn manufactories. 2 soanand 




one of the tallow 




les, 3 tanners 
17 boot and 
s and glaziers, 
ipersmiths and 
latters, 2 wire 
rope maker, 2 
ies, 2 soap and 
>ake houses, 6 
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4 or 



bushels of cos 







livery stables, l stone and earthen pot-\ 
terv, 7 brick yards, 12 master stone 
id brick masons, 5 stone cutters, 6 
plasterers, 7 carpenters and underta¬ 
kers 1 book bindery. 1 brass foundry, 

hollow ware 
175,000 
y, 3 printing 
a weekly, and 1 a 
per,) 1 book and job of¬ 
fice/! book stores, I reading room, 
and a very extensive circulating libra- 
ry, 12 apothecaries 9 shops, 1 Lyceum, 
a 'Maitonic Hall and Theatre. 

The aggregate number of manu¬ 
factories in the town of Wheeling for 
domestic goods are 113, using annu¬ 
ally upwards of 1,000,000 bushels of 
oeal, and giving employment to more 
than 1,300 hands. ' There are 65 
wholesale and retail stores, vending 
annually goods to the amount of 01,- 
500,000, 7 commission and forward¬ 
ing bouses, for the sale of goods con- 
signed, and for receiving and forward¬ 
ing merchandize and produce. These 
houses, from Novfr 1832, to Nov’r 
1833, forwarded to Baltimore and the 
District of Columbia, by wagons, 
2,671 hogsheads of tobacco, and by 
steam, keel and flat boats, to the west 
south, and by wagons to Balti¬ 
more and Philadelphia, merchandize 
and produce equal to at least 11,000 

During the same period there 
was paid to wagoners for carriage on 
from the eastern cities, and to 


via the river, a sum 
at from §230 to 
amount of money 
purchase of merino 
the past season 
, but it is 
exceeding $104,- 
pork, lard and 
flour 550 
, cider, apples, 
to trans- 
0 , 000 , stone 

, 000 . 

15 to 



ing 
20 

§230,000. 

tures of 

port 

Wheeling is 
port of entry, 
port of Europe 


from If to 
200 to 
and clef Br¬ 
and from this 

73a 

ess a 
com any 
di¬ 


rect without payment of duties at New 
Orleans. 


There is now 
Wheeling eight lines 
east, west and north 
line, 1 semi-weekly 
The number of 
and departing weekly 
and stages are various) 
from 350 to 400.— The 





arriving 
boat* 
estimated at 
altimore and 








500 was so 
bacon 130 
to $600 
&c. 

port the same 
coal, say 1 
flat boats to transport 
$20,000 









Ohio wagon transportation company 
with a capital of §200,000 (one-fourth 
of which is paid in) transports goods 

and produce between Wheeling and 
Baltimore. One wagon arrives and ie-- 1 
parts daily at and from each of those 
places, with a load weighing from 
to 24 tons and occupies 8 days upon 
the road. Arrangements are in pro¬ 
gress to increase the number of daily 
arrivals and departures from one to 
three wagons, and eventually to five. 

There are now within a circle of 
25 miles around Wheeling, 134 manu¬ 
facturing flour mills, making annual¬ 
ly at least 270,000 bar.rels of flour* 

worth mj $823,500—of this 
ty, from 150,000 to 160,000 bnjs. are 
exported by boats to New Orleans, or 
by wagons across 

The public water works are now near 
ly completed, worked 
gine of 120 horse 
Besses the capacity 
of water from the 
These, together 
public stone 
of the most 






corporation v\ 
expenditure 
A stone bridge 
led over Wheel in 
at a cost of $17 





&c. &c. 
cost the 
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2 years mi 
§ 40,00(1. 
been execl¬ 
at this place, 
Boat building 
ha a been earn© 




on here extensi 
steamboats 
place 
more 
jmr 




water, | 

her than this ( A growth 
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altogether unexam 
and but se 
rapidly fillin 
west.” 

This town, 

western country. The!county, situated 
io rail-road it is boat navigation 
strike the Ohio river at the low water season 
Considering all these ad- tion of the eastern, 


navigation the whole 

point, it is 
route of travellers, 
the finest mar- 




to be 
Virginia; 
iren in the 
‘grant 



remains no doubt that 
a few years Wheel- 
one of the most iru¬ 
in the west. The 

northwestern bank of Virginia is lo¬ 




rn on l of the western 
great “Cumberlan 
Road:” possessing unex 
ties and advantages for man 
in the abundance and low 



It may not be consider-!materials, and especially 


fill irrelative to state that the present 
population of Wheeling is estimated 



(coal, costing, delivered at the facto¬ 
ries, but one to three cents per bush- 
if about 8,000 souls; shewing an in-!el:) surrounded by a country of un- 
crease in the last four years, (since common fertility, and remarkable for 
Aecensus of 1830) of about fifty per health—cannot but continue to ad- 
emt; and, in the last 15 years, of! vanoe in business, population and 


about eight hundred per cent! The 
colored part of the population, both 
litres and free blacks—amounting to 
less than two hundred—it is highly 

that Wheeling contains al¬ 

ready 



June, August and November. 

Circuit Superior Courts of Law 

any town or city, in the state; and, inland Chancery are held on the 


wealth. 

County and Corporation Courts 
arc held on the 3d Monday , in eve¬ 
ry month.— Quarterly in Ma rck % 


reference to its manufactories and'of May and October, by Judge Fry. 
commerce, if not the first, is doubtless, ^ 
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PAGE. 


Page was established by act of Assembly in 1831, and 

« rts of Rockingham and Shenandoah. It is bounded on the 
by Shenandoah,—N. and N. E. by Frederick,—E. 
separating it from Rappahannock,—S. E. bv Madison, 

Rockin gham, Length 34 miles, breadth 11, and area 
Lat 38° 45' long. 1° 25' W. of W. C. It consists 
The Blue Ridge lying on the east and the Fort or 
cm the west. The Shenandoah river passes throug 
the county, running from south to north. The Blue 

each other, and here range 
an oblong square—the east 
of these mountains respe< 
beautiful and pietureque 

and clouds of winter 
, than the 


tain are exactly 
thus making 
lines running 
tains present \ 
this year. The 
though somethin 











north and south, 
west boundary 
These moun- 
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summer, or 
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lie bright and v 
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and other cree ; 
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led hues of autumn. The land in this 
?st quality of limestone, valley land—a 
ttom, lying on the Shenandoah river 
Consioerw in rektion to its agricultural 
of Jefferson, the richest county of its a 
* the soil are such as are common in th 




nty is gene- 
y consider? 

Hawksbili 
intakes, it is 
in the state 
1 ley of Vir- 



Ther© are in the dounty 61 saw mills, 24 merchant mills, 20 grist millsi 
6 carding machines, 3 oil mills, 6 hemp mills, 10 tan yards, 1 blast fur¬ 
nace for smelting iron and making castings, and 2 forges for making lb# 
iron. These forges and this furnace belong to Benj. Blackford & Sttnj 
end their manufactures in iron, are annually worth 50,000 dollars. 

Fast quantities of iron ole arc found in ©very part of the county. Cop¬ 
per, lead and magnesia are also found in considerable quantities. Beauti¬ 
ful marble is found in many pkces. The town of Luray may be said to 
be almost built on a rock of gray marble—but ds yet there has been no 
effort made to dress it for ornamental use. The rock is blown, and the 
marble ill its rdugh and crude state—is used for all the common building 
purposes of the town. It never can become an article of commerce, until 
there are increased facilities of transportation. 

The population by the census in 1830 was 8,327, about 1000 of whom 
were slaves. It belongs to the 14th judicial circuit and 7th district. Tat 

paid in 1833, 1| 1354 09.-in 1834, on lots, §49 65—land, §989 56—517 

slaves. 111 189 25—1991 horses, §189 46—6 studs, §38 00—43 coaches, 
§13 00—4 gigs, §2 50. Total, .§1341 42. Expended in educating pool 
children in 1832, §237 25—in 1833* §369 18. 

Curiosities. —-There are several very large mounds dr Indian graves, 
such as are common to the Ohio and Mississippi valley — from one of which* 
situated in a field in cultivation, bones, beads, pipes, &c. are continually 
dragged by the plough There ire many large and extensive caves in this 
county, such as are peculiar to lime stone countries—one of which, that at 
Cave Hill, is thought to be little Inferior in extent and beauty to Weyerk 
Cave. It is not however, very accessible, the entrance being difficult, and 
is therefore but little visited. The author has been so obliging as to send 
us the following beautiful description of this remarkable cave —which he 
published in the Shenandoah Sentinel, May 14th, 1825, it is well written 
and well worthy of perusal. 

“ Wonders of Cave Mill .—It would pom that all that region of coun¬ 
try lying west of the Blue Midge* ms far towards the Pacific ocean. as 
it has been explored and known, abounds in subjects, which, whilst they 
gratify the curiosity and exercise the utmost stretch of the imagination, 
confound and baffle the understanding. And a subject not the least curi¬ 
ous an# wonderful, are those extensive and numerous caverns, which are 
found generally in the limestone districts of country. 

®*0ne of those caves has been known to the people of the neighbofhood 
of Luray, in Page county, diiiing a number of years past; but nothing 
like a full discovery of its beauties was ever made until within a few j y* 
past. This cave is about one mile west of the town of Luray, am situa¬ 
ted within a hundred yards of the road leading from Thornton’s Gap to 
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cave was rather difficult of 
er for the marvellous and 
in a short time, by 
more commodious entrance 
was opened into the cave. Then commenced 
tioo for the descent. The broad cloth and finer 
ifaickly laid aside, and in their stead was substituted 


provided for the occasion. Then 
menced—each man provided with a sufficient number of 

others carried provisions and refreshments; 
instruments for the purpose of ascertaining courses, distances, 

other matters relating to the cave. 

, if we mistake not, was a pretty correct criterion of that physical 
courage and strength of nerve which we so much admire in others, and 

ve are all willing to believe we possess ourselves. Each man was 
that his comrade should descend first into this great unknown deep; 
were willing to be the last to enter. In a few moments, however, 
the whole party were safely entered. The descent for ten or fifteen yards 
is rather narrow, and at an angle of forty-five degrees; it then takes a 
horizontal direction, until we are brought at the distance of about one hun¬ 
dred yards from the entrance, to the first room, which from its situation, we 
called the Lobby. 

“The passage approaches this room about ten feet above the level of the 

floor, anti at some places it is perpendicular, but the descent into the room, 
is down the rocks somewhat in the form of steps* This room contains 
some specimens of beautiful spar. Here we tried to take the bearing of 
the room, but found from the proximity of minerals, or some unknown 
cause, that the instruments were rendered wholly useless. Leaving this 
room, we proceeded in a direction which seemed to be west and southwest, 
and down the side of the hill. This passage has somewhat the appearance 
of a large stairway. After descending, as we supposed, about a quarter of 
* mile, the passage became very straight and smooth, and gradually enlarged 
until we perceived that we stood in from of a room whose dimensions, from 

~ our candles, we could not discover. The entrance 
we first entered, was ten or fifteen feet 
few moments, however, by clingin 

like large icicles, the whole 
tins great room. Here all the wonder 
world burst upon us at once. 

whose floor was equal to a quarter 
and within a few feet of the centre 
, in some degree combining 
about thirty feet, and supporting 
column stands upon a block or 
the shaft where it rests 
then swells gradually 
its base, about 
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their base. 


oved, as if it had been done with the chisel of the sculptor, 
et from the main pillar stand two smaller ones, about ten 
which consequently do not reach the ceiling; and just at 




provisions and refreshments, and sticking their candles to the different Pil. 

lars mud projections oi the wall, enjoyed their cold collation with such ap¬ 
petites and spirits, as were naturally produced by exercise and the novelty 
of the -scene around us. We perceived now for the first time, by the united 
glare of all our candles, that the whole of the arch of this immense Hall, 
was hung with the most beautiful stalactites, and variegated with almost 
every possible variety of color. In some places it was perfectly white, then 
red, grey or yellow—and in others it was as clear and transparent as ice. 

“In looking around us towards the lights which were dispersed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Hall, the various small spars or pillars that were point¬ 
ing up—others that had been detached from the ceiling and lay scattered 
about the floor — and numerous large blocks of crystalized limestone, pro¬ 
duce novel and almost indescribable feelings. It did not require an imagi¬ 
nation im usually fervid, to liken this dim picture of the floor, to the minia¬ 
ture ruins of some great city, with a few of its spires and steeples pointing 
up from the ruins; or to some mighty temple, with its shattered and broken 
columns and fallen walls, with just suflicient of its materials to shew the 
style of its former magnificence. 

“When we had finished our repast and collected our company to push 
forward in quest of further discoveries, we concluded to call this room 
Congress Mall; its magnificence being equalled by nothing else within 

out knowledge. We now proceeded to the left of the entrance by which 
we came into the Hall—entered an opening which presented itself, and by 
following other an uneven and difficult passage, we very soon arrived in 
another room. Here we found a very pleasing subject for our admiration. 
A large block or projection of the rock at one side of this room was hung 
round with a vast number of stalactites, of every possible variety of shape 
and size,—from the thickness of one’s finger to that of one’s arm, and from 
six inches to three or four feet in length. Some one of the party casually 
striking one of the larger of these stalactites, a loud, full sound was emit¬ 
ted, something like the tone of a distant church bell. Several of the party 
then drawing pieces of spar across these stalactites, alternately and in con¬ 
cert with each other, it produced a rude and not unpleasing melody, with 
every gradation of sound, from the deepest tone of the organ to the finest 
note of the lute. This room we somewhat aptly called the Music Room. 
Finding no convenient outlet from this room other than the one by which 
we entered, we returned into Congress Hall . After we had entered this 
Hall again, and continued to the right until we came to the great stairway, 
by which we had first entered, we discovered greatly to our surprise that 
this entrance projected into the Hall twelve or fifteen feet, and was nearly 
as many feet from the floor. You can form some idea of this singular 
entrance by supposing a square box with its ends open to be projected 
through a window into a room. This projected or funnel part of the entrance 
appeared to have been formed by the same process that the stalactites and 
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leading to this chamber, we discovered 
what appeared to be a complete 
smoothness and delicate red on 
the outside, with the little circle of knobs near 
ponded wjth the product of the sea. And it a 
a very gentle tap would have detached it from the rock, 
feet of this was a sparry excrescence, exactly resembling the human heart 
ft$ color, shape, and size all precisely corresponded. And near this again, 
the perfect leg, foot, and talons of a bird projected from the rock. Tl:i< 
several objects were so clearly and completely defined ftpd so 
•enabled the originals, as to strike the mind even of the most inattentive 

with a degree of astonishment. 

From the Glazed Chamber we all once more returned to Congress 
'Hall, and still continued our discoveries to the right aropnet the room. We 
perceived now, that as the arch of this great room became lower, large 
stalactites were projected from it and reached the floor; thus forming a beau¬ 
tiful colonnade or row of shining pillars in a line with the direction of the 
foom, and three or four feet from its wall, leaving between t|iis colonnade 
and the wall a beautiful recess. In this recess one of the simplest, yet one 
of the most striking beauties of the cave unfolded itself. This was a 

or pool of pure water, which appeared as transparent as ether. This 
or basin is about three or four feet in diameter, and twelve or fourteen 
inches in depth. The bottom and sides of this basin where the water covers 
them, are entirely covered with stalagmites or drops of shining spar, which 
have much the appearance of burnished silver, ^bout the centre of this 

a beautiful stalactite, eighteen inches in height, and 
ese specimens of spar which we found arising from 
’ or point rested on the bottom of the basin, and 
it arose several inches above the top of the water 
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here presented itself too palpably to be mistaken 
been at one time filled with water to the height 
board, and by the gradual crystallization of the lime and nitre 
held suspended, the chairboard was formed, which at once accounted 
its being so perfectly level and regular, and running into all the little hol¬ 
lows and irregularities of the wall. The candlesticks too had been formed 
in the same way by the dropping of the water from the arch; and which 

we supposed completely saturated with lime and nitre, was of 
specific gravity than the water into which it fell, and thus was 
gradually formed the large spars which resembled the candlesticks, until 
they rose even with the top of the water; after which the spar became im¬ 
mediately small and clear, resembling a candle. The crystallization op 
the walls of this room is in beautiful waves and folds, resembling drapery. 
At one end of the room a large spar, resembling a bed! post, stood in beaun 
tiful relief from the wall, and large folds and waves of drapery, resembling 
curtains, seemed to hide the rest of the bed. 

“ Here then our admiration and astonishment were at their height, 
feelings had been wrought up to a degree of almost painful intensity. 
Ifere we stood hundreds of feet beneath the surface of the earth, and a 
half-mile from the first entrance, treading upon a spot and breathing 
atmosphere which had not been disturbed since the creation of the world. 
A place in which the human voice had never before been heard, and on 
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it, that he was in the cave, 
light, and aa might have teen 
in its labyrinth of passages. It 
passing the cave discovered hia gun, 
one into it, they procured lights and entered in 
and brought him out again, after his having been 
This brave fellow was among the pioneers who were 
exploring and settling our western frontier; and was at last 
Indians, after having performed deeds of valor and daring prowess, which 
would have done honor to the character of a hero.” 

We suggest the propriety of commemorating the exploit mentioned in 
this last paragraph, by calling this cave in future Ruffker*s Cave. 
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Ham bauds’*, P. O. 146 ms. from; near the centre of the county, 

E. and 82 W. of W. C. ;equidistant from Thornton's Gap on 

Honiesville, P. O. 137 ms. from'the E., and Massauutten Gap on the 
R. and 115 W. of W. C. This vil-jW. The first house in this village 
lage is situated 10 ms. above Luray, jwas built in 1814. It now contains 
between the Masanutten mountain {besides the ordinary county buildings, 
and the Blue Ridge, on the banks of] bet ween 40 and 50 dwelling houses, 
Honey creek, (from which it takes 2 houses of public worship, (I Bap- 
its name,) about 200 yards from itsjtistand 1 Methodist.) There are 4 
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common school, i mercantile store, 1 County Courts are 
tavern. I extensive manufacturing Monday in every 

saw mills, 1 wool card - ly in March , 
distillery, I boat yard] vember. 

gundaloe boats, I Judge Smith 
maker, and 1 {Superior Court 
ion 34 per- ry on the Is 
regular physl- her. 

I The court 
3 ms. N. of;which 





tailor 




sons; 
clan. 

Hofe 
Luray, and 




Chance- 

Septan- 




i eminence, 
ms. from 'town, is 

est buildin 


105 ms. from 

It in situated 




from W 9 
seat , 

and 136 front R. j 

Hmwkibill creek. 




in this village 
a considerable 
the edge of the 
of the handsom- 
kiftd in Western 
a view 
east and west 
of the county. 









Marksville 
R. mud 112 fron 
Massanuttkn, P, 
R. and 114 W, 
Overalls, P 
and 142 from R. 

The Stoney Man 





5 ms. from 
144 ms. from 


. W. of W. 


one of the 






Page and Madison 
about 10 ms. distant 
from the court 
Stoney Man has 
some to be the next 
Blue Ridge, after 



fllDLlfOl, 







► 

Pendleton was created by an act of Assembly passed in 
from a portion of Augusta, Hardy, and Rockingham. It i 

—E. andS. E.bya ridge called the Great North mountain, 
from 'Rockingham and Augusta,—S. by Bath,—and W. 

Alleghany chain, which separates it from Pocahontas and Randolph, 
length is 38 J miles, mean breadth 26; and area 999 square miles. It extends in 
lat from 38° 15, to 38° 53’ N. and in long, from 2° to 2° 42’ W. of W. C. 
Pendleton occupies the most elevated part of the table land between its two 
founding ridges of mountains, discharging to the S. W. the extreme sources 
of James river, and in an opposite direction the higher sources of south- 
branch of Potomac. Comparing the general elevation of Pendleton with 
the determined height of James river in Alleghany county, considering the 
whole slope of Bath county intervening, the level of the arable land from 
whence flow the sources of James and Potomac rivers, must exceed 2060 
feet. Covington in Alleghany at the junction of Pott’s creek with Jack* 
8011 * 8 , is 1,222 feet above the mean tide in Chesapeake bay, and at this point 
water of Jackson river has fallen down a plain of upwards of 50 miles 
The southern end of this county is pretty equally divided into 
four Tallies, by five parallel ridges of mountains, which go under the fol¬ 
lowing names, beginning on the eastern side: first, Shenandoah mountain— 
second, Cowpasture mountain—third, Bullpasture mountain—fourth, Jack- 
son’s mountain, and fifth, Fore mountain, to the main Alleghany 
valley between the Shenandoah and Cowpasture mountains is 
stream called Shaw’s fork, a branch of the Cowpasture river, 

dly cultivated. Near the head of the fork, are 
ful i lineral springs, about two miles opart, which would rank 
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There are within the limits of this description, 

Allesrhanv ridge, 3 houses of public worship, (Methodist, 

.tores, and a sufficient number of common 

with various mechanics. Froth the main Allegh 
northwestward, this ft of the county is divided into five valleys, by 
tllariy different parallel ridges of mountains. The first valley is watered by 
lie south fork of the south branch of Potomac, and is situated between the 
Shenandoah and Thom mountains.—The south fork has its rise in the 6. 
w. part of the county, within a few hundred yards of the head srrinc of 





. . . rnng 

the Cowpasture river, which nows the other way. From the head of the 
feouth fork for about 18 miles down the stream, the land is of a sandy soil, 
and is arid, thin and unproductive, and every thing wears the aspect of po¬ 
verty. Proceeding a little lower down, the bottom begins to widen, the soil 
becomes more fertile, the farms are more enlarged and in a better state of 
cultivation and repair. “ T*he manners and dress of the people discover more 
lisb,— 1 the hair of their flocks and herds has changed its weather-wom 
eadness, for a slick and glossy coat, and every thing assumes the appear¬ 
ance of thrlftiness and better living.” The S. fork has but one tributary 
stream of any note, which it receives about ten milts from its source, and 
which is known by the name of Bushby’s fork. There is one store on the 
head of the south fork. There are two others below this,— one about 20, 
the other about 30 miles, — the first is 15, the second 9, and the third 12 
fniles from Franklin county seat. There are also four houses of public 
Worship on this water, (3 Lutheran and 1 Union.) The first is 19, the se¬ 
cond 15, the third 10, and the fourth 13 miles from the county seat. The 
ill. fork flows N. E. and after passing into Hardy county, empties into the 

of the Potomac, about 4 miles below the county line. The S. 
branch of the Potomac is formed by the junction of 
creeks, which have their rise in the N. W. part of the 
If. E. course through the county, watering the valley 

N. fork mountains. The soil in this v 
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There are 2 other tail yards in this county 
No merchant mills, but the valleys are wel 
with common grist mills, carding machines,— blacksmiths, and 
chanics. 

Population in 1820, 4,836-—in 1830, 6,271. It belongs to the 14th 
judicial circuit and 7th district. Tax paid in 1833, $1,032 46—in 1834 
on lots, l|28 30—land, $656 5S—280 slaves, $70 00—3530 horses, 
$211 80— 24 studs, $104 50—2 cuarhcs, $4 00—-1 o carryalls, 

Total, $1000 08. Expended in educating poor children in 1832, $515 43 
—in 1833, 8520 93. 
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Crab Rum, P. V. 154 ms. N. W. carpenters, 1 cabinet and chair maker, 
by W. of R. and 196 S. W. by W.^l printing office, I tailor, 2 black- 
of W., situated in the S. W. part of smiths, 1 gunsmith, and 2 boot an i 
the county. A house of public en- shoe makers. Population 250' per- 
tertainment, a grist and a saw mill, sons; of whom 2 are resident alter - 
a blacksmith’s and a wheeiwright’s.neys, and 1 a regular physician. 1 
are located here. County Courts are held on the 

FRANKLIN, P. V. and seat of Wednesday succeeding the 1st Tuts - 

1 ms. N. W. by W. of R.day in every month;— Quarterly % 
distances. W. by W.j March, June, September 
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Greenbrier, 
ean length is 40 miles, mmm breadth 17|; 









: ita mean 1st. is 38° 20' N. and long'. 3° W. 
one of the most elevated in the Union. Chest 
Monongahela, rises in the northern pajt,-^Gauley 
Great Kanawha, rises in the western part, and Gireea- 
likewise of the Great Kanawha 
flowing in a southwestern 

ny range, passes through Greenbrier into Monroe, 

‘argest 


hrier river, 

jMUtheaatern part, and flowing in a southwestern direction, nearly parallel 
with the main 

on the border of Which it unites with New river. 

tributary which the Greenbrier receives in this county, rises at the foot ol 
the Alleghany, flows for some distance along its base, and thee 
right angles nows north west by Huntersville, and empties into 
brier a few miles below that town. The mean height of 
Qxeenbrier county is 1700 feet above the level of the ocean 
situated lower down on the Greenbrier than the county of 
if-flair to presume that the height of the lowest part of the latter must 
fit least equal to 1800 leet above the ocean, which is equivalent to four 
grces of latitude. Greenbrier mountain enters Pocahontas on the N. 
and pisses through to the S. W.—from its western side flow Gauley and 
£lk rivers. The surface is very broken and rocky, but the southern part 
in quite productive of all the staples common to the same latitude,—towards 
the northeast the land is more barren. The principal timber which it pro¬ 
duces is white and black spruce, vew, pine, white oak, chesnut, sugar 
maple, hickory, b«?cb, walnut, buck-eye, &c. Ate. The inhabitants are 
honest, industrious, hospitable and enterprising citizens. Population in 
1830 , 2,64 L It belongs to the 17th judicial circuit and 9th district Tai 

L883» 1(1386 09-^in 1834 on lots, $13 92—on land $199 36—136 
fd&ref, l||34 ®li— 1J54 horses, §92 76—6 studs, $29 06—1 coach, 

2 carryalls, $2 25. Total $373 29. Expended in educating poor 
in 1882, $211 29—in 1833, $157 28. 
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HUNTERSVILLE, P. V. and the former, and on Settlington’s 
county seat , 191 ms. N. W. by W. a branch of the Greenbrier, 2$ ml Ins 
of R. and 233 S. W. by W. of W., from its junction with the river. ' This 
situated in lat. 38° 12 ' N. and long, post office is located in a densely set* 
3° 1 ' W. of W. C. It is situated be- tied neighborhood, in its immediate 
tween Greenbrier and Alleghany vicinity are a considerable number 
mountains, at an elevation above the of scattering dwelling bouses, 1 bout* 
Atlantic of upwards of S,800 feet, on I of public worship, (Presbyter ian,) 4 
Knapp’s creek, 6 miles from its junc- school house and 1 merchant mil, 
tion with the Greenbrier river. It with- a population of about 400. The 
contains besides the usual county land of the' surrounding country ill 
buildings, 23 dwelling houses, (most-! fertile, producing, wheat, rye, cants, 
ly fame,) 3 mercantile stores, 2 ta-j &c., but is more generally med for 
verns, and 1 school in which the or-; fine meadow and pasture grounds. 
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PRESTON. 


• Preston was created by the Legislature in 1818, from a portion of 
Monongalia county. It is bounded N. by Fayette county of Pennsylvania, 
—E. by Alleghany county of Maryland, —S. by Randolph,—and W. by 
Monongalia Its mean length is 30 miles, mean breadth 20; and area 601 
■(pare miles. Its mean lat. is 39° 30' and long. 2° 38' W. of W. C. Its 
extent and population have been somewhat increased, though we do not 
know precisely to what degree, since the taking of the last census and the 
publication of JBoyee’s map of the State, by extending its eastern border to 
the ‘‘Fairfax Slone,’’ situated at the extreme southwestern angle of Mary¬ 
land. The main Alleghany chain runs near the eastern border of this 
county, and the Chesnut ridge separates it from Monongalia on the west. 
The body of the county is a valley between these two chains. Cheat river 
enters the southern side and winds to the N. YV. dividing the county into 
two nearly equal sections. 

•. The general face of the county is mountainous, interspersed on the east¬ 
ern and western sides with large natural meadows called “glades,” which 
afford support for large herds of cattle in summer, and in winter also, when 
il is mown and cured for winter food. The glades are destitute of timber 
but covered in summer with grass and weeds, with frequent projecting 
points of timber, low bushes, &c. The soil of this section of the county 
)| better suited to grass than grain, though small quantities of corn *nd 
wheat are grown in the glades, and abundant crops of cats, buckwheat and 
rye. The alluvial or bottom grounds are small but productive and many 
of the mountain and hill sides produce abundant crops of corn, wheat, rye, 
Otts, &c. The principal water is Client river, about 180 yards wide at the 
Dunkard Bottom; though branches of ihe Monongahela and Youghiogany 
waiter a large part of the comity. The general strata of rock so far ns 
known, is a kind of sand stone, occasional portions of which are intermixed 
with flinty pebbles so compact as to be used for mill stones to advantage : 
bit much of it is easily wrought for building houses, &c Slate and lime¬ 
stone is common ; the county is abundantly supplied with bituminous coal, 
and specimens of iron ore are often found. Population in 1820, 3,480 — 
1630, 5,144. This county belongs to the twentieth judicial circuit, and 
tenth district. Tax paid in 1833, 8437 91—-in 1834 on lots, 824 54- 
land #264 31 —56 slaves, $14 00—1882 horses, 8112 92 — 17 studs, 
#73 50 — 2 carryalls, 83 00. Total 8492 97. Expended in educating 
poor children in 1832, #306 94— in 1833, 8361 92. 
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But the principal pursuit 

is agriculture, 
is watered by the 
,the north fork of which 
Mount Carmel, and is 

Ryan creek, 
which empties into Cheat 
near this place. The 

ity, and pro¬ 
rain; and es- 
grass. An 
turnips are 
country. 

The climate is cool and salubrious. 
Pure s 

How in abundance throu h this set¬ 
tlement. 









Yough 




raised, in 


g water 



market, are live 

largo 
rsl quali- 

raany 

been 


moditi 
stock of ev 
quantities 
ity, Arc. 
others in 

sealed up ever since 
the same, for \v 
for transportat' 
ghnny mountains in 
commerce with the 
The northwestern 
Virginia from Winchester to 
kersburg, passes immediately 
‘the German Settlement, 
is in rapid progress, and 
grade through the Allegh 
Itains that exceeds four and 
grees. This appropriation of money, 
by the Legislature of Virginia is of- 
the greatest utility to this section of 
the State. The number of 
which may be called attached to 
jsettlement will not exceed 70, the 
gregale number of inhabitants about 
500. and what may be further worthy 
|of remark (in Virginia,) that in this-, 
number are not more than three or- 
four blacks. * 

KING WOOD, P. V. and 

! of justice , 201 ms. from R. and 1 

N W. by W. of W., in lat. 39 c 27* 

N. and long. 2° in' W. of W. 
situated on a beautiful and 

eminence, 2 ms. W. of Cheat river 
20 E. of Morgantown, 

Clarksburg, in Ilarrison county 

00 from Beverly, in Rando 

* 

It contains besides the 
ty buildings, which are 
built of stone, 25 dwe 
mercantile stores, 
rious mechanics. 

150 persons; of 
dent attorneys, 
sician. 

County Cour 
Monday in ev 
ly in March , 

vember . 

Circuit Su 






m m 




perior 


on 




Chancery 
September. 
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RANDOLPH. 








1787, and 
Preaton,— 
£. by 


Sawdoifh was established by act of 
formed from a portion of Harrison count 
N. E. by the Alleghany mountain, whic 
the same mountain, separating it from Pendleton,—S. 

W. by Nicholas,—W. by Lewis and Harrison,'—and N. 
liii. Its mean length is 664 miles diminished by the difference which would 

from it that portion wbi 

maps as co-terminous with Maryland,—-which has been 
its mean breadth^ 1; and its area 2,061 square miles, 
mm of the above space alluded to: extending in lat. from 
39° 1 r N. and in long. fr$m about 2° 15’ to 3° 28 1 W. of 
This county is one of the finest on the western side of 
mountains, and is made up of several parallel ranges of 
their intervening vallies. The largest of these mountains commencing 
the east is the Alleghany, which runs north and south dividing thia county 
from Pendleton; the next in order are Rich, Middle and Shaver mountains, 
running in the same direction. At the foot of the latter, flows Shaver’s 
Fork, which is stocked with some of the finest fish which the western wa¬ 
fers afford. This stream empties into the Monongahela, 12 miles below 
Morgantown. The next mountain is the Valley mountain, which derives 
its name from Tygart’s valley. This valley constitutes a considerable por¬ 
tion of the county, being about 35 miles in length, and 2 in breadth, and a 
body of as fine land as any in Western Virginia, and in a high state of im~ 
rovement. Through this valley flows the middle branch of the Mononga- 
ela, or Tygart’s valley river, to which it gives source. The next moun¬ 
tain is the Laurel, which runs also a north and south course, the whole 
length of the valley ; at the extremity of which it makes a bend and takes 
it northeast direction, till it meets Cheat river, whence it flows nearly in a 
north course, till it enters the State of Pennsylvania. At the foot of t y- 
gart’s valley, where the Laurel hill makes its angle to the east, Chester riv 
breaks through the mountain. The valley and mountains presentin 
strongest evidence that at some early day they had formed a lak 
mountains afford some of the finest streams of water in Western 
the principal of which are the Dry fork—Laurel fork—Glade fork 
Shaver’s fork—a!! handsome streams, having their rise in the S. W 

, running parallel within a tew miles of each other 
considerable distance through the county emptying into 
The mountains are well stocked with the finest timber, such 

, poplar, cherry, pine, fir, red cedar, 
coal and iron ore. The soil of 
with lime stone, slate and free stone 
are found small caverns or ca\ 
dye, and which is used 
water courses is found the allum peepin 
of the rocks, forming in the shape of icicles, 
and low grounds are found salt springs. There 
considerable amount, but for the want of funds and men 
useful minerals remain in their natural state. 

In this county are a considerable number 
and raise annually for market live 






# a 






almost a mass 






along some 











-and 
out of the joints 
water-courses 

to a 

enterprise, these 


, which graze 
hich is the 



WESTERN 





principal source 
this county 

horned 



Us w 
sr the 








9th district. 

103 93—144 

coaches, $6 





There were 
year ending Nov 
and 100 horses. 

It belongs to 
1833, $618—in 
00—2133 horses, SI27 
carryalls, §8 00—Total, 
children in 1832, §280 64—in 


TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES, 


V. and seat o/ldists, are met with. 



» 


market from 
head of 





circuit* and 

56—on land, 

00 .-. 






and 221 

N. 



N. W. by W. of R. 
W. of W. — in lat. 38° 50’ 
2° 55’ W. of W. C.— 
the centre of Tygart’s 
Tygart’s Valley river, 
on a handsome plain, stretched out be¬ 
tween Phillis’s creek, and Dotson’s 
run. The former entering the river 
a little above, and the latter about a 
quarter of a mile below the town. — 
Beverly contains besides the public 
buildings, 3 mercantile stores, 2 ta¬ 
verns, 1 common school, 1 tanyard, 2 
saddlers, 2 boot and shoe factories, 3 
blacksmith shops, I hatter, 1 wagon 
maker, i house carpenter, 2 tailors, 

ike T in in v 1 1 lage is di slant 60 mi 1 es 

nearly due S. from Morgantown, in 
Monongalia county, and 45 S. E. of 
Clarksburg, in Harrison county. The 
Valley river has its source in the 
mountain, and courses along nearly in 
a northwardly direction through the 
valley. The land on its borders pos¬ 
sesses a considerable degree of fertili- 

in traversing it be¬ 
ne mountain scenery, 
environed with 
mountain,) as 
some farms in a 
Proceeding 
different points 
below the town, 









tains * population of 
whom two are resident attornies, 
two regular physician*,— 
and 2 free colored—Total, 

County Courts are field on the 4 tk 
Monday in every month;— Quarter- 
ly in March , June , Avgust and So- 
cember. 

Circuit Superior Courtsof Law and 
Chancery are held on the 19/1 of 
pril and 13/A September by Judos 
Duncan. 

Billsbuho, P. O. 240 ms. from 11. 
and 224 from W. 

Boothe’s Ferry, P. O. 240 ms. 
from R. and 299 W. of W.—Situated 
on the east side of Tygart’s Valle? 

river, 20 ms. N. W. of Beverly, anil 
30 S. E. of Clarksburg, in Harrison 
county. Two considerable streams 





leading to the 
tied parts of 
cecd down 
tervals, fine 
and houses 
Presbyterians 



mountains, 

thickly set- 

* 

*e pro¬ 
various in¬ 
stores, 


enter Tygart’s Valley river 
P. O. Middle river 7 
and Buchanan river only 
half miles above. The P. 
cated on a farm of rich 
There are located at this poi 
ling houses, 1 saw 
running two pair 
wool carding machine, 
the vicinity four 
which are withir 
boat landing; there is 
quantity of iron ore of the 
ty, within 



€ this 

above, 
and in 
is llii- 
lii in illii, 






and near 
good, 


oats, 
to any 








greet 
quali- 

the river 
The soil is 
uces corn, wheat, rye, 

is equal 
timothy and clover, 
separation be- 
Randolph - far 
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about 
low as 
40 miles to 
which 






post 
midst 
country 










« 



as far be-{ 

It is about 
mouth of this river, at 
with the West fork 
Monongahela. 
ce is about 120 
to be crossed in 
in the year, 
from Clarksburg 
The northwest- 
been laid out to cross 
miles below. 

Glady Creek Cross Roads, P. 

244 ms. from R and 220 from W. 

Huttonsville, P. O. 100 miles 

231 W. of W. C. 

Lkedsville, P. V. 218 ins. from 

220 from W.— situated at the 'are not given ou the P. O. 


merely a 
farm in the 
of the 




and 208 W. 
dwelling 
ment, 1 gunsmit 
1 tanyard, 1 
In this little vi 
small ingenious weavi 
with several looms of various 
tions, executing a v 
work. The soil of the surr 
country is rich; and stone 
ry where close at hand. 

Skidmore’s P. O. 


from R. 

contains 5 







R. 

passage of Tygart’s Valley river, Western Ford, P. O. 240 ms. 

the Laurel mountain, 8 ms. »W. of R. and 251 from W. 


N. N. E. of Beverly. on the main! Wyatt’s Ferry, P. O. 245 

w I 

road leading from Philadelphia |from R. and 229 from W. 
and Baltimore through Winchester to 



ROCKBRIDGE. 





Roc kbkidge was established by act of Assembly in 1778, and formed 
from a portion of Augusta and Botetourt counties. It is bounded N 
Augusta, —E. by the Blue Ridge which separates it fiom Nelson, —S. E 
by the same mountain, separating it from Amherst,— S. by Bedford, 

by Botetourt, and W. by Alleghany and Mill mountains, a portion 
Kittatinny chain which separates it from Alleghany, and N. 
separating it from Bath. Its mean lat. is about 37° 

10' W. of W. C. — Its mean length is 31 mean 
area 680 square miles. This county is principally watered by 

Janies river, and its tributaries. It flows diagonally 












Rri 

mercantile stores 
ship 

"besides tho 











N. W, to the S. E. and joins the main 
river at the foot of the Blue Ridge, when their united waters 

The name of this county is taken from the ce 

an account is given below. There, are in the. county 
iron forges, three furnaces, 13 houses of 
.arc Presbyterian,) and 24 grist and mere 
in the Tow ns, Villages, &e. 
generally in a high state of cultivation 
1,945—in 1830, 14,244. 

dial circuit, and 6th d istrict. Tax paid in 1833, 
lots, §208 58—on land, $1831 713—2037 slaves, 

$315 00—21 studs, $206 00—37 coaches, 

—7 gigs, §5 20—Total, $3195 27. Expo 
m 1832, $873 


I 















itli judi- 
834, on 
horses, 
s. $21 70 
children 
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Balcony Pall®, P. 0. 161 ms. 
from R. and 210 S, W. by W. of W. 
These falls are situated on J&mei ri¬ 
ver, near the western extremity of the 
James river canal, and form the divid¬ 
ing line between the counties of Hock- 
• ” - ’ AmKerst. The 

t is highly pic- 
for a consid- 
a wild and 

country—on tu 

angle of the tnoUntain, the river Sud¬ 
denly expands to the breadth, and as¬ 
sumes the quiet and placid appearance 
a lake. Immediately opposite, two 
most stupendous peaks of the 
Ridge, rise directly from the 
banks. The whole stream is suddenly 
narrowed by the projecting sides of 
the mountain, and precipitates itself 
in one entire sheet over an artificial 
dam, which is extended across the bed 
of the river, between the most elevat¬ 
ed points of the peaks. After the fall 
the tumultuous stream is soon lost 
siffht of, by the windings of the chan¬ 
nel. The dam was erected for the 
purpose of supplying with its back 
water that portion of the canal which 
runs upon the edge of the fell. This 
portion of the canal, seven miles in 
extent, was constructed by the state at 

$280,000 About two 
canal is in the county of 







cost 
miles of 






« 

of its source 
ton,—and 
in Bath county 
sist of a 
on an 

40 feet high 
ing 30 tons 
has never 
The forge 
fires, and wi 

54 


Works, P. O. 16? 
209 8. W. by W. 
in the southern part 
on the northeastern 
river, within ten miles 
miles from Lex ing- 
Warm Spring? 
work* con¬ 
ge, both built 
scale—the furnace is 






of bar iron 

pif 

castings, 

thousand bushels 
num. The 
ployed are 
something like 
by its operations, inc 
and chilan 
tablishment is a lar 
which, supposed to 
first rate bottom land, 
proprietors are enabled to raise near 
their full supply of grain; the 
tity required being 4,500 bushels; 
from 3,000 to 3,500 bushels of which 
are raised annually from the farm.— 
This establishment is owned 
Messrs. A. W. & M, W. Davis. 

Belle Valley, P. O. 147 ms 
of R. and 188 S. W. by W. from, W. 
—Situated in the northeastern part of 
the county. 

Brownsburo, P. V. 143 ms. N. 
W. of R. and 185 from W. — Situated 
12 miles N. E. of Lexington, on Maf- 
fits creek, and on the direct route from 
Staunton to Lexington. It contain* 
20 dwelling houses, 3 mercantile 
stores, 1 tavern, 1 lanyard, 1 saddler, 

2 tailors, 3 wheelwrights, 1 cabinet 
maker, 2 smith shops, 2 boot and shoe 
factories, 1 house carpenter, 1 hatter, 
1 manufacturing flour mill, 
mill. In the immediate 
is a large and spacious 
lie worship, long known 
of New Providence 
Population 120 

3 are physicians, 
cated in a 
tied neigbborhoo 

Buffalo 
from R. and 206 
8 miles W. of 

Cbdar Grove, P 
W. of 11. Situated 
of 

tile stores, 




name 




whom 
is Itci- 




Situ&ted 







145 ms. If, 
miles N. E. 

2 mercan- 
cturing flour 


>V 








R and 186 
of the post 
Staunton, 1 




w 



44 ms. from In the vicinity of this forge is a house 
ituated on one of public worship, (Methodist,) and 1 
Lexington to manufacturing flour mill. One mile 



. N. E. from the!below 



establishment is locatrcl 


t 




24 from the latter. It Maburttfs Iron Work i, employing 
t 20 dwelling houses, 1 the same number of operatives as the 
lie worship, free for all one above, the same quantity of ma* 


contains 
house of 


denominations, 2 taverns, 1 mercantile chinery, 
store. 1 lanyard, 1 saddler, 2 boot and weight < 





, 1 saddler, 2 boot and weight of bar iron ai 
; house carpenters and country around is rich 


manufacturing the 





I smith’s shop. Population 130 per- with iron ore of the first quality, 
sons; of whom 2 are physicians. LEXINGTON, P. T. and Seat 

- Fancy Hill, P. 0. 164 ms. from Justice, 156 ms. N. W. of R and II 
R and 206 S. W. of W. It is plea- from W. in lat. 37° 14' N. and Ion 
santly situated nine miles from Lex- 2 ° 21' W. of W. C.—situated on 
ington, in a fertile and well watered gentle ascent, a few rods from t 
country. It contains several dwelling north bank of the North river. 



houses, 1 mercantile store, 1 extensive branch of James river, 10 miles alio 
tavern, well kept, and which receives its junction, and 35 N. W. of Lynch- 


much company in the summer season, burg. The act of Assembly of 1778, 
and i tailor’s shop. A physician re- which authorised the formation of the 


sides here. 


county, also directed the location of 


■ Lebanon Forge, situated on the this town. Its buildings, like those 
North fork of James river. These of all new towns, were constructed of 


ironworks, owned by Messrs. Ma- wood. In 1794 they were nearly all 

iAews if' Bryan , are now in extensive destroyed by fife,-.-since that time, 

operation, manufacturing pig metal they have 'been erected of more dura- 
Into bar iron. The establishment con- ble materials, and with more regard 
si is of a forge, with a smith’s shop to regularity. The number of house* 
and saw mill as appendages. The it now contains, besides the ordinary 


apparatus employed consists of three county buildings, are about 
refining fires, one c ha fry which draws ly of brick, with 2 houses 
bar iron, and two forge hammers, worship, (1 Presbyterian an 
weighing from five to six hundred dist.) There are 8 mercan 
weight each. The average amount 4 taverns, 1 book store, 1 p 
manufactured at this forge, from the fice, from which a weeklj 
metal, or pigs, is one hundred and fif- issued, 2 tinplate works, 2 
If tons of bar iron annually. It re- kers and silversmiths, 3 hat 
quires 225 tons of metal, or pigs, to gon makers, 2 tanyards, 5 i 
make 150 tons of bar iron. The boot and shoe factories, 2 bli 
number of operatives necessarily em* 2 cabinet makers, 4 house 
ioyed at this establishment, in maou- and 1 bricklayer, 
during the iron, are 35, and the ag- Lexington was formerly 


it 150, most- 
a of public 
nd 1 Met ho¬ 
stile stores, 
printing of- 
v Winer is 



.ployed alibis establishmer 
lecturing the iron, are 35, i 
gregate number of persona 
If* it are 70. Ten hands a 
*a in making the iron, 2 in 
ttnith’s shop, 1 sawyer, 4 
mood cutters, 2 wood carrj 
goner, 5 farmers, 1 clerk i 
ger, and 1 overseer, the bal 
women and children;—out 

a 3 * 

_ • 9 m m ^ • 



f persons supported thoroughfare to tl 
i hands are employ- more eastern parts 
iron, 2 in theblacfc- though other more 


ir, 4 colliers, 8 been established, it 
carriers, I wa- be much travelled. 


and mana Ten 
ance being with 

of the 351 an t 



actively e 


8 ha 







i formerly the great 
the west, from the 
Is of Virginia, and 
re direct routes have 
it still continues to 
d, by wagons from 
aldmore, &c. laden 
es, m will return 
besides defraying 
transportation Ac, 











such as beeswax 
other articles 
gons return 
western 
In 


tallow 




wa¬ 
fer the 



is a 




are deposited 
arms, guarded 



state 
about 

UF 

by a Captain 

was incorporated in 
2, under the name of 
Liberty Hall Academy; and in 1812 
it was chartered as a college, called 
Washington College, from Gene¬ 
ral Washington, who endowed it with 
100 shares in the James river canal, 
which produced, in 1821 , an annual 
income of $2,400. “This donation 
constitutes the only part of its funds 
that are now productive, and may be 
estimated at §25,000. Its other funds 
consist also of donations, one devised 
by a private citizen of Lexington, es¬ 
timated at 1150,000, when relieved 
from, certain debts of the testator, and 
another from the Cincinnati Society 
of Virginia, on their voluntary disso¬ 
lution, amounting; to $15,000, but not 
vet drawn out of the hands in which 
it was deposited; making in all $90,- 
000 . 99 There are two buildings of 
brick, which afford accommodations 

or 60 students; and a library 
volumes. It is pleasantly 
situated; its expenses for education 
are not high; but its students have 
nevei been very numerous.—Number 
in 1833, 46. 

idsome and capacious 
has lately been erected, 
osophical appa- 
sufficiently am* 
consists of a presi- 
nd a tutor. 

Academy is also lo- 
the education of 
occupies a large and 
i&ndsome edifice, in which are teach¬ 
ers of all the requisite branches of 
such an institution. There are three 
public libraries in 
Population noi 
returns of the last 



Monday 
every month; 
August 



whom 9 are 
sicians. 
d oa the 
Tuesday in 
in March, 








n 








Ann 
cited in 





Law and 

Chancery are held on the 16 th of A - 
pr Hand Scptembe 

SON. 

Natural Bridge 
S. W. of R. and 

W,-—situated in 
the county, in lat. 37° 

2° 34' W. of W. C. 

We present a faithful 

this extraordinary natural 
from the notes of a traveller, 
not long since in the periodical press. 
By the uniform admission of all 

those who have visited this great natu¬ 
ral curiosity, it has justly acquired a 
celebrity unequalled by any other in 
this country, and the increasing num¬ 
ber of visiters to this place, still con¬ 
tinues to awaken the attention of the 
curious and philosophic throughout 
the world. Its location is in the coun¬ 
ty of Rockbridge, to which it give* 
name, 15 miles from Lexington, and 
45 from Lynchburg, through one of 
which places it is usually approached 
by strangers. The mean height of 
the bridge, from the stream running 
underneath it to its upper surface, is 
215 feet 6 inches, its 
80 feet, iti 

from the indentations on 
the high and nearly 
rocks upon which it 
and its thickness, on 
feet. 

The stupendous 
the bridge is of 
vered to the depth 
with alluvial and 
bated upoi 
geological 
which are 



width is 
across 













co¬ 
feet 

anil 

f the mmu 
summits of 
bases 50 
rugged sidis 
chasm span- 
Th® bridge is 






guarded, as 
by a parapet 
and shrubb 
till! soil, so 
til® sta ga 
if not informed 



of rocks, 





over 

w 

his senBf-s, 
coils 











the 

and the awful 
tening from 
scious only 
ence of the 




unconsciously 

gkwiB t 
ow him I Hasr 

fl * 

becomes con- 
irresistible in flu 

body, on 
removed from 



ravine 








trees 
ded in 
travelling 
over it, would, 
curiosity, pass 
worthy of re¬ 
creation of a natural 
place has contributed, 
manner, to the conve- 
, inasmuch as the deep 
which it sweeps, and 
traverses the beautiful 
” is not, otherwise, 
for several miles, either 
ow the bridge; and, con* 

(uently, the road running from north 
to iouth with an aclivity of 35 degrees, 

the same appearance in soil, 
of trees and general charac¬ 
ter, with that of the neighboring scene¬ 
ry, The bridge is not to be seen, 
therefore, in its native grandeur and 
•ablimity by passing over or around 
it, but only from a position nearly un¬ 
der it, or within the valley near by. 

• The first view commonly obtained 
by strangers of the bridge, or its conti¬ 
guous scenery, is by an eager approach |ed ground north of the bridge, 
the edge of the bridge, or to the brink*coming gradually along to its soufh- 
« f the right of it, & lookingover intothe 1 em base, then winding around an 
gulf below. Here language is inca-; abrupt point of the hill, the apxious 
of expressing the emotions with j spectator is brought into a foot path 
ich the scene is viewed, nor is it 1 declining a)ong the rocks, beside the 

•i_i* r—.L, :___ a- ’ .l __ _i .l i ' 



recognizing 

the scene 
ed by the idea® 
given birth, and 

lingly upon his 

feeling* into agonies! 

Such‘ire, indeed 
and reflections of those of 
sibility and active cautiousness, 

for the first time, visit this 
and magnificent scenery; yet there 
are those who view it with apparent 

insensibility and unconsciousness, and 

who steadily look down into the abyss, 
“yet never suffer joint to tremble. 

This view of “the great natural 
curiosity” however, is but partial, and 
even yet, incapable of calling up those 
ideas of sublimity and greatness which 
are afforded the spectator by another 
position. Turning around the elevat- 




possible 

the scene in a manner to equal the re¬ 
spectator becomes sudden- 
impressed with the 
of his situation, and 
fear, he involuntary 
crouches to the 




the broad mass 

upon 







throws the sight 
and rugged 
to his view, 
gaze to find 
ceiving no 
fug abyss, i 


pproaches the brink 
eye is attracted to 
rpendicular rock 
of the chasm, 
jutting crags andj 
down the wild 
opposed 


cliff on the one side 
tie creek on the other, w 
looking upward, he 
did arch of the bridge 
limity and natural 
indeed, does the 
find language too 
ance to his impressions! 





Unequal fails beneath the 
Ah! what 




I 





with anxious 

per- 
yawn* 
comes 


Mute 

emotions 



succeeds the 
the stranger 
, and now, 

V 

the spot, he 
and admiration 
springing like a 
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spirit over the tremendous gulf, and 
throwing its massive sides and^he- 
rial summit high against the heavens. 

No adequate idea of the “ Natural 
Bridge*’ is to be obtained from the 
efforts of either the pencil or pen, and 
though both have attempted a descrip¬ 
tion, yet neither have approximated 
reality. From this view, the beholder 
is led to the comparison of natural ob¬ 
jects with which he has been familiar, 
and himself shrinks into insignifi¬ 
cance when he becomes the subject. 
Never was there a more fit place to 
observe the littleness of man, and the 
omnipotence of God !—No reflective 
mind can, with such a scene present¬ 
ed to its faculties, remain unimpressed 


masse, the most magnificent and fin¬ 
ished picture that ever came from the 
hand of nature. 


•Who can paint 


Like nature? Can imitation boast, 

Amidst his gay creation, hoes like hersl 

Here too, on either side, the pre¬ 
cipitous cliflb rise up in portentous 
grandeur with 

Pendant rocks that nod into the world, 
And mock our eyes with air. 


The observer, anxious to get a view 
of the whole of this rude and roman* 
tic scenery, naturally traverses the ra¬ 
vine, yet fearfully overawed by the 

UM IV IUJ luVMikivo* » viuuiii uuiuava «• • 1 i* 1 • " 

with its own nothingness, and unaf . ''np< n iing rocks, he feel, .n momen. 

to* * ofV»Ho» >0 <h« 


Great Supreme. With this view of 
the subject before him, and “ looking 
from nature up to nature's God,” the 
language of the poet would not ap¬ 
pear to him inapt:— 

In the vast and the minute we see 
The unambitious footsteps of the God 


by the falling of projecting 
which, though neld apparently by 
feeble tenure, have maintained their 
places for ages. On looking up from 
under the bridge, the fear of destruc¬ 
tion from the overhanging mass be- 
ii s almost irresistible, yet the 
grandeur of the arch induces suffi- 


Who gives the lustre to an insect's wing, cicnt f aridity t0 forego the apparent 

A n/f u/honu hit flifnno nrv. \n thn rnl 1 in rr I _ J _ . _ Q *r 
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And wheels his throne upon the rolling 

world. 

The relative position of the specta¬ 
tor, at tljis time, and place, in regard 
to the bridge and most of the stupen¬ 
dous scenery connected with it, is dr- 
cidetlly iqore favorable then any other. 
Here within one grand view, is the 
towering arch surmounted by high 
trees, with vigorous foliage ana sharp 
projecting rocks, strongly implant* I 
in the soil. Here the whole of the 
high, and apparently unsu 
mass, is cast boldly against the field 
of deep blue sky, and thereby brought 
out in vivid contrast and grand relief, 
every object stands strongly pourtray- 
ed upon the broad etherial canvass, 
while the varied tints, the sweeping 
dashes of natural shades, the coarse 
masses of deep black, with the occa¬ 
sional brushes of strong lights, all are 
well defined and deeply toned within 
the rugged outlines, compose, en 


danger. The bridge here presents its 
most imposing appearance, though its 
c ha racier is less sublime from then* 
ture of the position. The beholder 
is here more forcibly struck with awe 
and terror than from any other situa¬ 
tion in which it is viewed. The ex¬ 
pansive dimensions, the grand over- 
sweeping continuity, and the ponder¬ 
ous massiveness of the entire rock are 
here forcibly displayed to the wonder¬ 
ing gaze. Here also, running up be¬ 
side you to the very arch, are the 
craggy abutments upon which it rests, 
presenting altogether, the hugest body 
of continuous rock ever at one time 
thrown open to view. 

Speculation is naturally put in ope¬ 
ration to account for the causes where¬ 
by M with disruption vast,” this rock 
was cloven asunder. Although sci¬ 
entific men may differ in many par¬ 
ticulars upon this subject, and al¬ 
though it is both more common and 
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water, there are in the 
neighborhood of the bridge, numerous 
and certain proofs of there hmving 





water which 

Tallies 
sots© of the 
ng themselves, 
reservoir. 




that 

some great 
gn reasons 
this phe¬ 
no one who 
causes most likely 
It, and the evi- 
causes have left 
existence and opera- 
any other •conclu- 
principle cause was 
observed that the 
side of the bridge, 
been worn under for several feet, 
rt thus rounded, tunnel-Hke, 
la smooth and unlike any other par- 

contiguous rock, if we ex¬ 
cept the indentation on the southern 
rile of the perpendicular rock, which 
iresent similar appearances, evidently 
'produced from the same cause. — 

Tie wing the course of the ravine, and 
the consequent direction of the water 
which filled it, the indication of the 
agency of water in the formation of] 
the bridge, is even more determinate 
in the latter circumstance than in the 
former. The projecting body of rock 
upon the opposite side of the chasm, 
running uniformly upward from its 
base, and opposing an invulnerable 

front, of sufficient magnitude to have]in process of time, the onw 

turned the current of the mighty wa-of tne current, with the means which 
ten, and to have thrown its force di-jit had brought to its aid, prevailed, 

and increasing its force with every 


been vast 
poured down 
and ravines, 
high hills, 
at last, 

The magnificent 
this great 
nearly uniform 
or three miles 
cumulated waters 
firm bridge. Here they are 
this bold obstruction throwing itself 
proudly athwart the rushing waters, 
as if saying, in a spirit of defiance, 
“thus far thou shalt come and no far¬ 
ther!” Forced from its course by this 
obstinate and haughty barrier, the 
overflowing current was turned 
round the declivity on the south, and 
ran down the hill about the points of 
rocks, and came again into the deep 
valley some thirty rods below. Along" 
its diverted channel may be seen all 
the evidences of a water course pour¬ 
ing over a rocky bed. 

The proudly opposing rock was 
not destined, however, to stop forever 
the march of the dashing stream, and 

force 



jreetly against those parts upon the 
side, where the peculiarities 
mentioned are seen, affords the 
proof of the influence of] 
creation of the bridge. 
Those who have observed the opera- 




advantage, the breach enlarged and 
admitted, at length, the 
forward for ages 
the summit of 
found marine fossi 
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similar 

mass of rock 
therefore more ea 
silicious stone 
surfaces have 
it* Besides these 



deep pot holes, 
smooth surfaces 
long and con- 
stones, and the 
I here observe 
The entire 

and 

worn away than 




tially decomposed 
while alongtheir 
vallies are pot 
and rounded 
which prove the existence and action 
of water at these places at some period 
of time; the course and parallel of 
these indications, are also directed to¬ 
wards the great receptacle as before 


of the sur- 






rounding 
from the bri 
the varied 
vallies, one 



The chasms 



presented \ moss 
admitting 
along its 
scenes 








strong evi¬ 
dences of the continued action of wa- 

some violent rend- 
massive rock. And this 
may be rationally supposed, without 
opposing the conclusions to which we 
have arrived in regard to the agency 
of water in the formation of the 

even this is reconcileable 
with the solution of this phenomenon, 
by supposing' portions of the. rock to 
have fallen, from time to time, by the 
action of water within the fissures, or 
to have been cleft off by objects car¬ 
ried forcibly down the current of the 
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ever 
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high over¬ 
arch it has 
visiters to 
it to 


have been stated, 
east and west ofjthe only successfii 
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feat of physical 
Washington, 
cut his name hr 
person, upon the 
It is, certainly, a 
common degree of 
to throw a stone to 
few have been 
tempt; though one 
to have thrown upon 
mit, (probably with a 
whence the stone was 
time. Names are to be seen “in eve¬ 
ry variety” along the rocks and upon 
the sides under the bridge, but that of 



stream. The theory of an immense Washington is not now to be discov- 


cavern terminated at the bridge, and 
opening from either side, is certainly 
plausible, and does not militate against 
tbat so manifestly true, in respect to 
the bridge. The summit of this ca¬ 
vern is supposed to have extended 
along the ravine and high precipitous 
rocks, for some distance, and even- 
to have fallen down, by which 
chasm is laid open to view. 
This is believed bv some, at least, 

ent ana scientific know¬ 
ledge are entitled to the utmost re¬ 
spect. 

appear to the curious wor- 
, that in the centre of 
under the bridge, 
observed with outspread 

Eagle of glgan- 











the grand 





lineated to 
ever appeared 
have been 
also discovered 
ton and 
which it was 
of the writer 
These 


one of its wings, 
Lion. These 
plainly de¬ 
writer, as they have 

whom they 
Others have 
head of Waihiog- 
other objects, but 
permitted 












ered. A young man, it is said ambi¬ 
tious to cut his name above that of 
Washington, became so situated, up 
the towering cliff, that lie was unable 

to recover himself, or to descend: to 
effect the one, he would inevitably in¬ 
cur the certainty of being precipitated 
to the bottom, while to climb still high¬ 
er and gain the top, appeared impos¬ 
sible. In this state of awful uncer¬ 
tainty, between the possibility of life 
and a dreadful death, little hope ap¬ 
peared to the one, while the other 
seemed certain, and urged by an ef¬ 
fort as desperate as 
attempted to ascend 
height. This alternative nerved him 
with more than mortal power, and 
strange as it 
who may ever 
whence he star 
height at which 
apparent i 
ed, he arrived 
at the verge, 


the 
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he surmount- 
and prostrate 
was safe. 
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numerous 
objects up the Talley and within the 
neighborhood, there is “ Powell’s 
mountain,” upon which are found-the 
iharine fossils before mentioned, and 
within which are “Johnson’s cave,” 
affording an easy descent among a 
ninety of subterranean ■ cavities, and 
“ C hup in’s cave” of yet unfathomable 
iliipth. And last, though not least, 
among the objects of consideration 
ti siters to these interesting and 
romantic scenes, Mr. Johnson, the 
geptlemanly and accommodating pro- 
pi o r of the public house at the 
bridge, will afford every facility for 
their observation and every means for 
their enjoyment/ 1 

Panther’s Gap, P. O. 195 ms. 
III. W. ot W. and 154 from R. In 
the vicinity of this post office, the 
Blowing cave is situated. This nat¬ 
ural curiosity is situated 12 ms. S. E 
of the Warm Springs, in the ridge 





neighbor! 
mountain 
xharine fc 
within w 
a hiding 
variety o 


depth. 

among 

with vi 


nv and Cal (pas¬ 
ture. it is a large cavity in the side 
of a hill, of about 6 feet in diameter, 
and emits constantly a current of air. 
This current is strongest in dry fros¬ 
ty weather, and in long spells of rair 
weakest. Regular inspirations and 
expirations of air,- by caverns and fis¬ 
sures have been probably enough ac¬ 
counted for, by supposing them com¬ 
bined with intermitting fountains* as 
they must of course inhale air, while 
their reservoirs are' emptying them¬ 
selves, and again emit it while they 
are filling. But a constant issue of 
air, only varying in its Force as the 
weather is dryer or damper, will re¬ 
quire a new hypothesis. There is 
another Blowing cave in the Cum¬ 
berland mountains, about a mile from 
where it crosses the Carol ini line, all 
we know of this is, that it is pot con¬ 
stant, and that a fountain of water 
issues from it. 


of rair 


ac 


ROCKINGHAM. ' . 

Rockingham was established by act of Assembly in 1778, and formed 

from a portion of Augusta county. It is bounded N. by Shenandoah,—N* 
E. by Page,—E. by tne Blue Ridge which separates it from Orange ftnd 
Albemarle,—S. by Augusta,—W. by the North mountain which separates 
it from Pendleton,—and N. W. by Hardy. Its mean length is 34| miles, 
mOan breadth 24; apd area 83$ square miles. Its mean 1st. is 37.° 30‘ N. 
and long. 1° 45* W. of ,W. C. .The main Shenandoah runs through the 

eaitejrn portion of the county,—North river drains the southern party.- . 

North Fork of Shenandoah drains the northern and north-western portion 
and after running through Shenandoah it unites with the main branch-soon 
after it enters Frederick, a few miles from Front Royal,—Snikh-s creek a 
branch of North Fork drains the central portion of the county, and jiasseo 
into Shenandoah before it joins North Fork. The western part of this 

county is very mountairious, and the Peaked mountains run up from She. 

nando&h, between the Stienanclpah and Harriionburg. Much of the soil 
is excellent, and the forming ecouominal and judicious. -A krip portion 
of the population is German or of German origin- Population in 1620, 
14,784—1830, 20,683. It belongs to. the founeenth judicial circuit and 
seventh district. Tax Mid in 1833, §4,821-64—in 1834 on lote. 111 §7 41 
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TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST 






Bowman 
N. W. by W. 






P. O. 145 ms. 
and 155 from 
. W. part of the 
N. W. of Harri- 


■ Shock’s Gap, P. O. 150 ms, N. 
W. of R. and 160 from W. 

Conrad's Stork, P. O. 120 ms. 
N. W. of R. and 132 from W. 



considerable 
mechanical and 
three having 
years under the 
capital and enterprise, 
other causes have rendered Ham 
sonburg less prosperous 
in this valley generally, 
about 1000 persons; of 



Cross Keys, P. O. 130 ms. from resident attorneys. 


R. and 140 S. W. by W. of W 

HARRISONBURG, P. V. and 





physicians 

County courts are held on the 3# 
of justice, 122 ms. from R. and Monday in every month; 

S. W. by W. of W., in lat. 38° ly in February , May. August , mid 
25' and long. 1° 48' W. of W. C. November. 

situated 24 ms. N. N. E. of Staun- Circuit Superior Courts of Law 
ton and 40 N. N. W. of Charlottes-land Chancery are held on the 10/4 
ville. This village contains besides I of May and 11 th of October by Judge 
the ordinary county buildings, 125 ‘Smith. 

dwelling houses, a neat brick market I Kite’s Mills. P. O. 131 ms. from 

house lately erected,2 houses of pub- R. and 122 W. of W 

lie worship, (1 Methodist, and 1 Pres- Lin ville Cheek, P. O. 136 nu». 

from R, and 146 W. of W. 

McGaheyb ville, P. C). 114 
from R. and 136 from W. 

Mount Crawford, P. V. 
from R. and 148 S. W by 


res- 

byterian,) 3 common schools, 1 tem¬ 
perance and 1 Sunday school society, j 

8 mercantile stores, 3 taverns, and 1 
printing office, issuing a weekly pa¬ 
per. There are 2 tan yards, 4 sad¬ 
dlers, 

&nith 




ms. 

of W. 

boot and shoe factories, 3(situated in the western part of the 
3 hatters, 2 tailors, 2(county, on the main valley road lead* 

and 




wagon makers, 2 gunsmiths, 2 ing from Winchester to S 
wheelwrights and chair maters, 1 immediately on the North river 
cabinet maker. 2 coppersmiths, and {contains 25 dwelling 1 

workers, 1 saddle-tree rrm-iof public worship free 
maker, 1 bookbindery, 21 nations. 2 common sc 
ilversmiths, 1 mar- 8 mercantile stores, 

, a quarry of idlers, 2 boot 
immediate neighbor- smith shop, 1 

demand, 1 cabinet maker, 
earthen ware i cooper, 1 pottery 
fine spring ofitua makers, 1 
m the public maker, 1 
adjacent is a (and I saw 

is 4 ; m 
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andria. The surrounding country isj 
|ptUe and the climate salubrious. 
Population 180 persons; of whom i 
a physician. 

P. V. 121 ms. 

. W.by W. of W. 
junction of the North' 
an d South rivers, branches of the She- 
nandoah, 2 ms. below the Augusta line, 

cave, 12 ms. S. of| 
E. of Staunton, and 
north of Charlottesville. It con-j 
tains 30 dwelling houses, 1 house ofj 
public worship, free for all denomi¬ 
nations, l common school, 1 house 
•f entertainment, 2 mercantile stores, 
I manufacturing flour mill, 3 saw 
mills, 2 tan yards, 1 tilt hammer shop, 
nrith a carriage manufactory attached, 
% other smith shops, 1 tin plate work-) 
er, 3 boot and shoe factories, 1 sad- 








chair 
The 

flat boats from 
District 
times (except 
with from 60 
in each boat, 
river furnish 
chinery, and the water 
ficient at all 
ries of any 
lation 160 persons; 
physician. 

Smith’s Creek, 
from R. and 130 
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111 /® 






W. 







, situ- 
coun 


ated in the northern 
ty. The creek is the extreme south¬ 
ern branch of the North Fork of the 

Shenandoah. 


RUSSELL. 




Russell was established by act of Assembly in 1786, and. formed 


Washington county. It is bounded by Tazewell, N. E. 
Clinch mountain separating it from Smyth E.—S. E. by the same mouii- 

taittj separating it from Washington,—8. and S. W. by Scott,—-and by the 
Cumberland mountain separating it from Pike county, Ky., N. W. Its 
mean length is 40 miles, mean breadth 34£, and area 1,370 square miles. 
It lies between 36° 38' and 37° 30' N. lat. and 4° 43’ and 5° 41’ W. long, 
from W. C. 

* 4 ' c -—The Clinch, which divides it from Washington anil 
the south ; the Cumberland on the north separating it from 
are the most prominent. Their general bearing 
Between the waters which fall into the Clinch 
, and only a few miles north of the Clinch, 

Guess J river , and a short distance east of i 
Cumberland mountain, the country seems 
Their sides are generally 
not much greater extent than the s 
by t e meandering streams which, overhung wit 
alien obscurity to their respective destinations. 

y to be seen here, who cultivate 
follow the chase on the 
these mountains there are 
continues throughout the year 

inter. Travelling here 
’s path on the mountains 
the watercourses: it 
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few exceptions, to cross the mountains with the view of a direct appro c ? 
from one point to another. There are two ranges of highland, running 
nearly parallel with each other and the Clinch mountain,—one between 
Mocasin creek and Copper creek, denominated Mocasin ridge, —the other 
between Copper creek and Clinch river, called Copper ridge. These 
ridges are cut by Big Cedar creek, east of which the former is denominate 
ed the Ckesnut ridge and Preec's mountain , and the latter the River f and 
House and Barn mountain. Kent's ridge lies between the Maiden Spring 
Fork and North Fork of Clinch river ; and north of the latter is the Stone 
mountain. The Big Butt north of Clinch river, is a high projection of 
one of the mountains separating the waters of Clinch and Sandy. 

Rivers, Creeks, See.—Clinch river, which meanders across the county in a 
N. IS. and S. W. direction, is the principal stream, but has not as yet been 
used for transporting produce to the west, or.for other purposes-of naviga¬ 
tion. This river affords an abundance of fish, some varieties of which me 
tjaite delicious. The North Fork (of Clinch) and the Maiden Spring 
Pork which take their rise in Tazewell county, unite their waters In the 
eastern section of Russell. Guess' river, which divides Russell and Scott 
has various sources from spurs of the Cumberland and adjoining moun¬ 
tains, and flows in a southern direction into the Clinch, receiving in it# 
course Tom's creek on the south, and Bull Run, two of its principal streams. 
Copper creek has its source from numerous fine springs filled with yellow 
gravel, rising a few miles east of the village at DickensonviHe, and passSs 
on to the southwest, uniting with Clinch river in Scott county. Moccasin 
creek rises near a gap In Clinch mountain by that name, flows near its 
base in a fruitful valley, and passing through Big Mocasin Gap, falls into 
the North Fork of Holston. Cedar creek is formed by streams issuing 
from the Clinch, Preec’s, and the House and Barn mountains: it flows in 
a western direction till within 2 miles east of Lebanon, receiving little 
Cedar creek which passes the village, and then flows into the Clinch in a 
northern direction. Indian creek runs from the eastern end or termination of 
Preec’s mountain and from the spurs of Clinch mountain, and flows in a 
north east and north direction into the Clinch river. Lewis' creek, Thomp¬ 
son's creek, Weaver's creek , and Dump's creek, are inconsiderable streams, 
falling into Clinch river on the north; and Cedar Spring, Becks branch , 
Mill creek, and Castle Run on the south. The principal streams of the 
Sandy is the Louisa Fork in the northeastern section, running nearly north 
west; The Pound Fork (so called from a bend in the river resembling 
somewhat in shape a horse shoe) takes its rise towards the Guess’ river, 
runs east near to Cumberland mountain and unites, with McClure’s Fork, 
and afterwards Russell’s Fork at the state line of Kentucky. There is a 
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Gap, which will pass through Lebanon. Its rou 
Engineer to cross Copper ridge, 3 miles west o: 
Cities’ Woods, into Scott, dec. Its location by the 
ip to cross Copper ridge in Scott county, is sfrongl; 
and the people on both routes are engaged with ep 
respective, ad vantages. The road from Lebanon ' 
the way of Little Mocasin Gap,—that to the Salt 
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surveyed by the 
on, and through 
creek valley so 
nended by some, 
working 00 ! the 
gdon passes by 
■in Washington, 
ville,) either by 
1 road has - been 


•ill 
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■pud Smyth, by Hayter’s Gap,—that to Scott C. H. (Estiiiville,) either by 
Dickenson ville, or down the valley of Mocasin Creek. A road has b pti 
ed along the Louisa Fork ot Sandy, as a line of communication with 
tacky, aided by an appropriation from the State of §3000; but it was 
so injudiciously located and badly constructed, that it-is almost iroj sable.' 
A track has also been opened from Castle Woods, via Guess’ river and the 
Bound Fork of Sandy, to the State of Kentucky, passing Cumberland 
mountain, communicating with Pike and Perry counties, Kyi 

Meeting Houses .—The Episcopalians, Methodists, and Baptiste have 
about 12 meeting houses in this county, besides various other places of 
meeting at private houses. There is no other sect having a congregation, 
apeiety or church. The Methodists are the more numerous body of Chris¬ 
tians. 

Manufactures. —There are no merchant mills (properly speaking) in 
Russell. Hendrick’s on Cedar creek is the best establishment of that kind; 
flour from it is sometimes sent down the Holston and Tennessee to Hunts- 
▼lie. There are no factories of iron, wool, or cotton in this county, ex¬ 
cept carding machines, although there are many sites suitable for water 
power. Capital, and an opening for market, are wanting to give encour¬ 
agement to these branches of industry. 

Productions .—This county having many parcels of rich and fertile soil, 
produces in abundance most of the necessaries of life. Indian corn, wheat, 
rye, oats clover, and the grasses introduced, succeed well; but its distance 
front market and the late neglected state of improvement of the roads, have 
hitherto compelled the farmer to rear stock as the principal means-of ad¬ 
vancing his estate. 

There are several quarries of marble not far distant from Lebanon, of a‘ 
ish complexion. It is used for tomb stones, and for the fronts of hearths, 
e specimens of it have been taken to the South. The lime stone is a 
prevailing mineral in the southern section of this county; amongst it are 
found many carerns, few of which, however, are of much notoriety. 
There are two remarkable rocks upon the range of mountain between 
Clinch river and the upper waters of Big Cedar creek in the eastern part- 
of the county; the one from its form is called a house, and the other n bam , 
and lienee the name of the House and Barn mountain. Several extensive, 
beds of iron ore exist in this county, but are not at present worked. Stone 
coal is found in some of the ravines north of Clinch river, and is deemed of 
pxpellent quality by the blacksmiths who use it. 

This county had its name in honor of Gen’l William Russell, who 
formerly resided on an estate of about 600 acres in Castles Woods, but who 
ill the time c his death lived near to and had an interest m Preston's old 
Salt works, in Washington countv, now Smyth. 

The principal population of this county is contained between Clinch 
mountain and a distance of from 12 to 15 miles north of its base; the 
northern ana greater portion of its territory being so mountainous, sterile, 
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There are 
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Cedar creek ,—Elk 
’$ Woods , between Copper ri 
Mocasin Valley , lying l>etween 
opposite and below Little 
settlements of the country were made 
There are two resident attornies in 

and the other in the country 
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and two in the country : but the exemption 
{State from many of the diseases prevalent 
; and the scarcity of litigation in the Courts 
to the one or the other, the prospect of much 
their respective professions. 

Early Traditions. —In this part of Virginia, as in most other 
settlements, the first settlers encountered many hardships, and experie 
many scenes of dreadful suffering from the hostile Indians, who madt 
quent incursions from beyond the Ohio river for purposes of plunder, 
savage revenge. In these incursions the most tragic scenes of cold 
ed butchery were acted ; and the survivors sometimes carried! into a oa 
tivity more painful and distressing than the excruciating deaths to whic 
their relatives had Wen subjected. Many well authenticated accounts 
these cruelties, and of hair breadth escapes, are still preserved. We give 
in a note* an example of the sufferings and heroism displayed by the early 









* A NARRATIVE of the Captivity and Escape of yin. Frances ScoJLly of 
ington county, Va. 

On Wednesday, the 29th day cf June, 1786, late in the evening^a large company 
of armed men passed the house on their way to Kentucky ; some part'of whom en¬ 
camped within two miles. Mr. Scott, living on a frontier part, generally made the 
family watchful; but on tins calamitous day, after so large a body of men had pa&K 
ed, he lay down in his bed and imprudently let! one of the doors of his house -opet;; 
the children were also in bed and asleep. Mrs. Scoti w«.s nearly undressed, when to 
her unutterable astonishment and horror, she saw lushing in through the door that 
was left open, painted savage* with presented arms, raising a hideous shriek. Mr. 
Scott, being awake, instantly jumped from his bed, but was immediately fired 
forced his way through the middle of the enemy and got out of the door, bi 
few paces from thence. An Indian seized Mrs.*Scott, and ordered her to a particu¬ 
lar snot and not to move: others stabbed and cul the throats of the three youngest 

their bed, ana afterwards lifted them up and dashed them on the floor 
; the eldest, a beautiful girl of eight years old, awoke and escaped 
ran to her mamma with the most plaintive ^ 

! save me!”—the mother in the deepest anguish 
tears, entreated the savages to spajfe her child : but wii" 
led and stabbed her in the mother’s arms. Adj 
another family lived of the name of Ball. The Indians also attacked: 
same instant they did Mr. Scott; but the door being 
fired into the house through an opening between two logs, and killed a 

to force the door open: but a surviving brother fired 

ent offj the. remaining part of the 


i. remaining part oi me ia 

. Scott’s were four good rifles loaded, belonging''to people, 
that had left them on their way to Kentucky—The Indians loaded themselves with, 
the plunder, being thirteen in number, then’speedily made off, and continued travel-* 
ling all night; next morning their chief allotted to each man his share, and detach¬ 
ed nine of the party to steal horses from the inhabitants on Clinch. The eleventh 
day after Mrs. Scott’s captivity, four Indians that had her in charge stopped at % 
place filed on for rendezvous, and to hunt, being now in great want of provision^. 
Three v*nt oot s and the chief being an old roan was left ra take care ot the prisoner, 
who by this time expressed a willingness to proceed to the Indian towns, wbici , 
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day- 
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desired effect of lessening her keeper’s 
was graining a deer skin, the captive 
for an opportunity to make her 
carelessly, asked liberty to go to a 
the blood off her apron, that had remt 
the murder of her little daughter. He told 

then passed by him, his face being in a contrary direction fro] 

' he very busy. She, after gettiug to the water, 
made to a high barren mountain, und travelled until 
came down into the valley in search of the track she had been 
to find the way back, without thv. risk of 
with Hunger in uninhabited pans. 

On coming across the valley to the river side,— supposed to be the easterly brunch 
of Kentucky river—she observed in the sand, tracks of two men that had gone up 
the river and had just returned. She concluded these to have been hex pursuer^ 
excited emotions of gratitude and thankfulness to Divine Providence for so 
a deliverance. Being without any provisions, having no kind of weapon or 
assist her in getting any, and almost destitute of clothing—also knowing that 
a vast tract of rugged high mountains intervened between where she was and the 
Inhabitants easterly, and she almost as ignorant as a child of the method of steering 
the woods, excited painful sensations. But certain death, either by hunger or wild 
beasts, seemed to be better than to be in the power of beings who excited in her mind 
pack horror.—She addressed Heaven, and taking courage proceeded onward. 

After travelling three days, she had nearly met with the Indians, as she supposed, 
that had been sent to Clinch to steal horses, hut providentially hearing their approach, 
concealed herself among the cane until the enemy had passed.—This giving her a 
fresh alarm, and her mind being filled with consternation, she got lost, proceeded 
backwards and forwards for several days ; at length she came to a river that seemed 
to come from the east—concluding it was Sandy river, she accordingly resolved to 
trace it to its source, which is adjacent to the Clinch settlement. After proceeding 
Up the same several days, she came to where the river runs through the great Laurel 
mountain, where is a prodigious waterfall, and high craggy cliffs along the water- 
edge f that way seemed impassable, the mountain steep and difficulthowever, our 
mournful traveller concluded the latter way was best.—She therefore ascended for 
fome time, but coming to a range of lofty and inaccessible rocks, she turned her 
POUrs# towards the foot of the mountain and. the river side ; after getting into a deep 
galley, and passing over several high steep rocks, she reached the river side, where 
to her inexpressible nfliiction she found that a perpendicular rock, or rather one that 
hung over, of fifteen or twenty feet high, formed the bank.—Here a solemn pause 
ensued ; she essayed to return, but the height of the steeps and rocks she had des¬ 
cended over prevented her. She then returned to the edge of the precipice, and 
viewing the Dottom of it as the certain spot to end all her troubles, or remain on the 
top to pine away with hunger, or be devoured by beasts. A fter serious meditation 
»Hd devout exercises, she determined on leaping from the height, ’ 
jumped off. Although the place she had to alight was covered w‘ 
mot a bone was broken; but being exceedingly stunned by 
unable to proceed for some space of time. 

The dry season caused the river to be shallow —she travelled in it 

until she got through the mountain, which 
several miles. After this, as she was travelling along the 
mous snake bit her on the ancle; she had strength to kill 
concluded that death must soon overtake her. By this time 
to a mere skeleton with fatigue, hunger, and grief; probably this state of, her body 
was the means of preserving her from the effects of the poison ; be that as it may, so 
it was, that Very little pain succeeded the bite, and what little swelling there was, fell 
into her feet. . 

Our wanderer now left the river, and after proceeding a good distance she came 
te? where the valley parted into two, each leading a different course. Here a painful- 
suspense again took place: a forlorn creature, almost exhausted, and certain, if slic 
far led out of the way, she would never see a human creature. During thitf 
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, P. O. situated 

112 ms. S. W. of 
W., situated on the 
g Fork. | 

Dickexsonville, P. O. This; 
;e was formerly the seat of jus-j 
iut since that has been removed i 
to Lebanon, it is almost depopulated, 
and the houses in a state of dilapida¬ 
tion. 

LEBANON, P. V. and scat of 
justice , 330 ms. from R. and 394 S. 

W. by W. of W., in lat. 36° 53* N. 
and long. 5 C 03' W. of W. C., situat¬ 
ed about 130 ms. N. E. by E. of! 
Knoxville, Ten., on Little Cedar 
creek, a branch of Clinch river hav¬ 
ing its source in Clinch mountain, 
on a southern inclination, near the 
centre of the imputation of the coun- 1 
ty. It is well watered by springs, 
and commands a beautiful prospect of 
Clinch mountain on the south, whose 
lofty summits present an almost un¬ 
broken range from Little Moccasin 
to Hayter’s Gap, a distance of 12 
miles. On the left of the latter gap, 
and directly east of this village, the 
mountain rises to a considerable 





height and is covered on the summit 
with evergreens,—am on 
the balsam tree, from which a resinous 
substance is extracted, 
celebrated as useful in 
chronic diseases. Th 
located in 1816, and in 1 
of justice was established 
court house which is of 
only permanent building in 
the rest being all wooden 
and most of them rather 
It contains 6 mercantile stores, III 
grocery, 2 tan yards, 2 blacksmiths, 
2 tailors, I hatter, 1 cabinet maker, 
and in the vicinity 1 school house. 
The main road from Botetourt, thro 1 
Montgomery and Giles to Cumber¬ 
land Gap, passes through this tillage, 
and will when completed, contribute 
much to the prosperity of this place 
and the adjoining country. 

County Courts are held on 
Tuesday after the first Monday 
every month ;— Quarterly in 
Junr, August and November. 

Circuit Superior Courts 
and Chancery are held 
Monday in April and 
Judge Estill. 











doubt, a beautiful bird passed close by her, fluttering along the ground 
of sight up one of the valleys. This drew her attention, an 
what it might mean, another bird of the same appearance in like manner flutter 

the same valley the former had clone. This determined her choice 
— ™ .a two days, which was on the 11th day of August, she reached the 

settlement on Clinch, called New Garden ; whereas, (she is since informed by wood¬ 
men,) had she taken the other valley it would have led her back towards the Ohio, 
Mrs. Scott relates that the Indians told her that the party was composed of four dif¬ 
ferent nation s, two of whom she thinks they named Delawares and Mingoes. 

She further relates, that during her wandering from the 10th of July to the 11th of 
August, sfie had no other subsistence but chewing and swallowing the juice of young 
cane stalks, sassafras leaves, and some other plants she did not know the names of; 
that on her journey she saw buffaloes, elks, deers, and frequently bears and wolves— : 
not one of which, although some passed very near her, offered her the least harm. 
One day a bear came near her with a young fawn in his mouth, and on discovering 
her he dropped his prey and ran off. Hunger prompted her to go and take the flesh 
and eat It; but on relection she desisted, thinking that the bear might return and de* 
votfr her—-beside#, the had an aversion to taste raw flesh 
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act of As* 

Russell 

—by Sullivan and Hawkins 
Its mean lat. is about 46° 47’ 
length 28 miles, mean 
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The 




; The fact of the country is mountainous and uneven.—Clinch mountain 
|; I i through the county from N. E. to S, W.—all the principal ridges aod 
streams take the same 'direction. The county is exceedingly well wjptsged 

pringa, 0reeks*artd rivers, and possesses waterpower in abundance. 

* is generally good, some of superior Quality, the poo rest well suit 
rain,—good meadows can be made almost 
well suited to rearing stock. 

inctpal growth consists of poplar, hickory, be^ch, supr maple, 
#Mtdand Mack oak, lynii, buckeye, black walnut; ches nut on the mountains 
atld ridges, and wild cherry is found iA many places. 

The chief productions are, Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, hemp, flax, die. 

and apples and peaches in abundance. Many horses, "horned cattle aud 
are reared in, and driven out of the county. 

Rivers, dec.—The North fork of Holston and Clinch rivers, run through 
the county,■—each afford the facilities of boat navigation down them in times 
freshets- and with some improvement would add greatly to the conve¬ 
nience of taecountry for the purposes of trade; they both afford fine 
Clinch river, for a river of its size, is remarkable for its fish. Some of the 
largest taken in it are of the following weight:—blue rats, 30 lo 40 lbs.— 
salmon, 15 Ibew—carp, 15 lbs.—red horse, 7 lbs. die. 

• Big Mocasin Creek rises in Russell county at the foot of Clinch moun 
tain—-winds along the North side of the mountain, a distance of about 
rtiiles, to Big Mocasin Gap.— Little Mocasin creek rises at the foot of said 
mountain in a different direction, runs along the mountain a distance of 
about seven miles to said Gap, where the two streams form a junction, flow 
through the Gap on nearly level ground, and pass on to the North fork of 
Holston. Clinch mountain here is large and the Gap, although formed 
abruptly, is so perfectly level that the main western road in passing through 
it, does not ascend more than in passing up a gently flowing stream. — Big 
Mocasin Gap is situated about one mile east of Estillville. 

Sinking Creek empties into Clinch river about 22 miles 
vile, is 6 or 7 miles long, and large for its length. It rises 

Copper ridge, and when it a 
the river, sinks, passes under the 
rises about one hundred yards from the river on the 
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fork of Hoi* 
Col. James 
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preparations to 
yet fully ascer- 
was struck 
those 




Iville 8 




m 

of Eatillville. 
letting down 

Th© m 

interference of 
;—there however appears 
but that it may he profitably 
rings , situated on the North 
# miles as the road runs, 
springs in the state for the 
has gained no great celebrity in consequence 
modatiens being inferior to thtose of most other w 
' T*he White Sulphur Springs , nmt the Rye Cove N. 
miles, is considered equal to the Catawba Springs in ’ 

There are many other Sulphur Springs .in the county of 

There are in the county, exclusive of the town of Estillvilie, 9 miwtfng 
, 6 of which'belong to the Methodists and 3 to the Baptists;—the Me¬ 
thodists also have 18 or SO other preaching places in the county, where I hey 
have mocieties formed and preach every other week — 6 stores, 4 lanyards. 
10 licensed houses of private entertainment, 4 hatter shops, 33 mills, some 
of which are very ordinary, others make good flour; but none are entitled 
to the appellation of merchant mill To 10 or 15 of these mill®, saw mills 
are attacked,—and to two, carding machines. 

The climate is somewhat milder than that of Washington or Russell 
counties—-vegetation commencing at Estillvilie one or two weeks sooner 
than at Abingdon or Lebanon. There is bat one practicing attorney betides 
those residing in Estillvilie, and no regular physirfan. 

Population in 1820, 4,263— in 1830, 5,724. It belong# to the. 15th 
judicial circuit and 8th district. Tax paid in 1833, $646 73—in 1834. on 
lots, $25 76— land, $273 95—180 slaves, $45 00 — 2032 horses, $121 92 
— 13 studs, $55 00—3 carryalls, $3 00— Total, §524 63. Expended iiflt 
educating poor children in 1832,9242 61— in 1833, $361 56. 
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- ESTILLVILLE, P. V. and seat 

157 ms. S, W. of R, and 
433 8. W. by W. of W. It.;...it... 

county buildings, 61 dwel- 
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and 1 Presbyte- 
, l common school 
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. County Courii are 
Vffafoejday after 
••ary month; 

jum, Affcgas*, and November_ 

Circuit Superior Courts of Law and 
Chancery are held on the 2 d Mondap 
ij«! April and Septonbt by Jvmom 
Esyili* 

' Obbokn Foed, P. 0.-20 ms. worth 

lie. 

P. O. S67 ms. from 
W.—Situated 12 mg. 
Estillville. 

Crbkk, P. CX 368 ms. from 
&.«ad 444 from W.—Situated 11 ms. 
W* ©f • EtiiUville. The remarka- 
Vh NATURAL TUNNEL is situ- 

ated . near this P. Q. We present an 

aeeount of this natural curiosity writ¬ 
ten by S. II. Lomo, Lieut. Col. U. S. 
Army originally from the Monthly 
Amarioan Journal • of Geology, in 
which it was published linn February, 
4633 . 

?. * Tliiii * immediate „ locality- of* this 

tuttnel is.upon a small stream called 

Buck -eye,. or Stock c reek. T his last 




frequently f 
the stream# 





M*W. 







rivers,.and of 

note, 
• few 





ccrti.ni 
form i dab' 
utterly in- 
are the features 
peculiarly characteristic of Wild Cat 
Valley , the 
of Powell’s and 
numerous other 
all of which are 
miles of the natural tunnel. 

14 To form an a 
remarkable and truly 
we have only to.imagine the 
which it gives a passage, meandering 
through a deep narrow valley,. here 
and there bounded on both sides by 
walls or revetements of the character 
above intimated, and rising to th« 
height of two or three hundred feet 
above the stream; and that a portion 

of one of these chasms, instead of 

• . - . 

presenting an open thorough cut from 
the summit to the base of the high 
grounds, is intercepted by a continu¬ 
ous unbroken ridge mere than three 
hundred feet high,, extending entirely 
across the valley, and perforated trans¬ 
versely at its base, after the manner 
of an artificial tunnel,.and thus af- 



le owes its origin to its valley hav- jfording a spacious subterranean chan- 
been resorted to by the herdsmen nel for the passage of the stream. 


if the country; lot iho -attainment of a 

P d ranger or choice pasture ground 
iheir-cattle. The creek rises in 
Sewell-a mountain, and is.trifewxy 
te Choch driver, which it enters at the 
dtaance of between t\yo and three 
"below the.tunnel.. The aspect 
rfllio surrounding country, and espe- 

northward of the 
the southerly 
ust mentioned 





•tally of 

iKild.lttd 

lltifliiiie of ‘lb© 
hm' 

lif elevated 
nil fro® each 
walled with 
often presto, 
passes, 

> meadows 

Me extent 



The entrance to 
nel on the upper side of the ridge, ia 
imposing and picturesque, in . alOgb 
degree; but on the lower side, fie 
randeur of. the- seen® is greatly 
eightened by the superior magnitude 
of the cliffs, which exceed in loftiness, 
and which rise perpendicularly—and 

in mme instances 

■ 

manner—-two 
and by which 





and broken, iis almost environed 

amphitheatre 
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in a 




towering in a 
ner. 






horizontal 
white and 

gtej roc Its, in fleptft nearly twice the 
fieurht of the arch. On his left, a 

irne mural precipice, de- 
springing of the arch 
thence in a' can¬ 
to his rear, and 
impressive man* 
n his right, a 
of buck-eye, poplar, 
e margin of the 
creek, and extending obliquely to the 
right, and upward through a narrow, 
abrupt ravine, to the ‘summit of the 
ridge, which is here, and elsewhere, 
crowned with a timber growth of pines, 
cedars, oaks,and shrubbery of various* 
kinds. On his extreme right, is agi-‘ 
gantic cliff lifting itself up perpendi¬ 
cularly from the water’s edge, to the 
height of about three hundred feet, 
and accompanied by an insulated cl iff, 
called the chimney, of about the same 
altitude, rising in the form of a tur¬ 
ret, at least sixty feet above its base¬ 
ment, which is a portion of the impos¬ 
ing cliff just before mentioned. 

“In order to give a more full de¬ 
scription of the magnificent spectacle 
which forms the subject of this article, 
I shall transcribe some of the minutes 
taken from my private notes, whilst 
cm the ground; but' first I shall give 
an extract from a letter addressed to 
me by my friend P. C. Johnston, Esq. 

in the adjoining county 

well acquainted 
interesting locality. 

“ * The rocks through which Stock 

blue and gray 
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horizontal; 
the strata is 
northeast- 

other direction, 
natural tunnel) 
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an angle generally 
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transition for 
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:cav on the 
end of the 
lodged, 
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mixture of 
attempt hat 
The earth 
) extremity 








fludtpe- 




mams m 

ne: 

tions of the 
walls, near 
tunnel, a er 
which you 
seemed to 
saltpetre and alum, 
been made to ana 
found near the 
of the tunnel some 
first time I visited it,) 
tre. The crystallized deposit 
to be made from a stratum apparently 
not more than six inches thick, which 
is-so high-that it cannot be reached 
for examination. * The growth of tim¬ 
ber is such as is common in the neigh¬ 
boring country, white, red, Spanish; 
black mkn ; h ickory, white walnut; 
dogwood, poplar, chesnut, birch,-iron- 
wood; some hemlock and pat paw 
(asimina triloba) on the‘banka of till: 
c reek, a nd t ill e edges of flic clifla fring¬ 
ed with cedar. On the Creek, below 
the tunnel for two miles, in found that 
variety of ash cal ted* the fringe It fee, 
fchionanthusvirgiftica, 
fringe-like blossoms of which ate 
delightfully fragrant. 1 ® * 

The fol 1 pwing passages are from 

my own private journal: • 

1 Sabirelay, A ug. ’'-IS, -1831Haw 
ascended Cove' ridge, we turned 
Mid# from 

ral bridge, or tunnel, situated on Befell 
eye, or Stock creek, about a mile' I 
low the Sycamore camp,t and ahoat 
one and a half miles from a place calk 




* This plant, in the natural »y»t 
o the aUaauz. or olive Uribe 


«.i...t 

lied ft 



obvious for 
wa 

very near 
they have 
try to the S. 
of from 80 ° 
near what I hav 
N.W. boundary 







longs to the aleacea, or olive # - 

flowers of the olea fragrans arc used 
flavoring tea in China. We offer this hint 
to our readers who hav# access to the 
n&nthus.—E d. 

t This designation has been given toi 
in the valley of the creek, where ton 
stood a hollow sycamore (plantanus 
dentUis) trie of an enormous siie,thS 
mains of which are still to be seen, miftt 

if of which, whilst it stood, f. •• •• . 
are said to have encamped alH 
same time together. 
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, the site of) 
included with- 
i$ one of! 
alluded to. 
one of the most re- 
attractive curiosities of 

in this or any 
The creek, which is 
wide, and has a 
about S. 15 W, here 
a hill elevated from 

F 

hundred feet above the 
stream, winding its way 
e subterraneous cavern, 

, whose roof is vaulted in a 
manner, and rises from se- 


musket profuces 
succeeded by a roar in the tunnel, w 


n the roof and 

discharge of 

ike report, 
.which 





has a deafenin 
‘“The hill t 
guiar perlbraiioji 
direction from 
line of the creek 
1 convenient 
traverses it at 
scent in the direction 
of about four degrees 
“ The rocks 


• * 




eaj. ■ 
which this sin- 

in a 
across the 
a ver 



the country are princi 
and limestone, in 

horizontal, with occasional beds 
clay slate. A mixture of the two for- 


* , «F 

venty or eighty feet above its floor.Inter frequently occurs among the al¬ 
ii Ini sides of this gigantic cavern risejternatiohs presented by these rocks. 



in some places to the 
fifteen or twenty feet, and 
others, are formed by the spring¬ 
ing of its vaulted roof immediately 
from its floor. The width of the tun- 
nd varies from fifty to one hundred 
and fifty feet; it# course is that of a 
CQntinqous curve, resembling the let¬ 
ter 8, first- • winding to the right as we 
enter on the upper side, then to the 
left, aga in to the right, and then again 
to the left, on arriving at the entrance of the country circumjacent to thena- 
on the lower side. Such is its pecu- tural tunnel, but of the region gene- 
liar form, that an observer, standing rally situated between the Curabfir- 
at a point about midway of its subter-jland mountain and the Blue Ridge or 
ranean course, is completely excluded Apalachain mountain ~ 
from a view of either entrance, and is coal, with its usual 
left firrope in the dark through a abounds in the northerly 

of about twenty yards, oecu- region ; and in the 


A variety of rock resembling the 
French burr, occurs in abundance on 
Butcher’s fork, of Powell’s river; 
abom* twenty miles northwardly of 
the natural tunnel. Fossils are more 
or less abundant in these and other 
rocks. Fossil bones 1 of an interesting 
character have been found in several 
places. Saltpetre caves are numerous. 
Coves, sinks and subterranean caverns 
are strikingly characteristic, not only 




entrances. 
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portion into a dusky twilight. 
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Shenandoah was established by act of 
tion of the county of Frederick under the name 
name of Lord Dunmore, then Governor of Virginia 
after Lord Dunmore had taken a decided stand against 

mother country, one of the delegates from the county stated 
his constituents no longer wished to live in, or he to represent, nr conn 

sack a tory, he therefore moved 
of the beautiful stream which passed 

Shenandoah is bounded N. and 
. E. by Page,—S. and S. W. by Rock in 
. Its average lat.is about 38° 50' N. and 
reatest length from S. W. to N. E. is 32 
area 384 sq. ms. This is a fertile and 



was itcc 



N. W. 








erage 


county, 

situated in the valley. The whole county is traversed by the North Fork of 
Shenandoah river, lyingbetween the Massanutten and North mountain. The 
North and South branches of the Shenandoah river pass through the entire 
length of the county and Page, and unite immediately below its north-eastern 
line, and form the Shenandoah river. They admit of a descending nnv>ga« 
lion when the waters are a little swollen,—its creeks are Cedar creek. Pas* 
sage creek, Stoney creek, Mill creek and Smith’s creek. It is divided into 
four valleys, two of which are ldng and two small, — by the Three 
or Massanutten mountain and the Little North mountain. The larger vaL 
i are watered by the North and South Shenandoah rivers, the smaller 
vallies by Cedar and Passage creeks. The land in the vallies is principals 
lily limestone, and is well adapted to the cultivation of wheat, rye, Indian 
corn and oats, and is divided into small farms. Its staple articles are flour, 
bacon, beef, butter and iron. There are within it 34 manufacturing lotif 
mills, 2 furnaces and 4 forges, for the manufacturing of pig metal into bar 
, and another furnace and forge are now bemg erected.' Its mineral re¬ 




sources have been but partially explored. Iron ore of the best quality 
abounds, copper, lead, cobalt ana copperas have been found, but not m suf¬ 
ficient quantities to justify working them. There are several chalybeate 
and sulphur springs which are places of resort in the warm season. 

The Valley of ths Goon by is situated in the eastern part of the 
county, i immediately at the western base of the Blue Ridge. It is bounded 
on the S. bv the Hog-back mountain, which is one of the highest summits 

idge, on the E. by the Blue Ridge; on the N. and W 

Buck mountain, both of which, are 
miles in length and 4 in breadth, 
hilly and rugged, but the soil is i 
when well" cultivated, abundant crops 
dec. 
acts 

meadow land, 
of water passing 

mountain water near ms door, ana Dreaming a pure mountain atmospnere; 
the Inhabitants are extremely healthy and robust, having uniformly' es¬ 
caped those periodical diseases which have been so fatal in other sections of 
Virginia. The principal stream ~ 







com, wheat, rye, 

thrive remarkably well 
effect. There is a great 
scarcely a field that has not one or more streams 
it. Almost every former has a spring of excellent 
, and breathing a pure mountain atmosphere; 
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nemr the 



^, which is a creek of the 
lick, and running a.N* 1C 
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It affbrdi some fine 



and mowm several merchant mi 1 !# and saw 


which it is 
There is a 




being the 




an 

I common 

several extensive distilleries of grain 

articles of export. This valley is thickly ®ett 

people. Prom the top of the Blue Rid 
the town of Washington, in 
a magnificent view of the eastern 



about 5' miles, shore 
or water-works, 
mountains, with 
excellent timber. 
(Methodist and 
lank and lour 

a hardy, 

P i, at D icllk■ s 
Rappahan- 

Shenan- 






e) and of the county of Rappahannock. Near this place there 




man. 




Rmppahai 

3 rock called the Raven’s Den, it 

bird from time immemorial. It is entirely 
Near Cheek’s gap, Lann’s run, a bold mountain current, a branch 
3ooney, forms a most beautiful cascade, the water falling SO or 7® 
feet perpendicular. There is another beautiful cascade near Milford, formed 
the stream which divides the counties of Shenandoah and Page; the wa¬ 
iters of which fall about 100 feet a! orfe perpendicular pitch. 

The Foet Mountain. This name has been given to a range of moun¬ 
tains in the county of Shenandoah, which are, in elevation, about equal to 
the Blue Ridge. This range commences nearly opposite to'the town of 
Newmarket, at which place it is called the Massanutten mountain, and ex¬ 
tends in a direction nearly from S. W. to N. E. or in a line coinciding with 
the meanderings of the North branch ol the Shenandoah river. Unlike 
the Blue Ridge, which is extremely fertile, and the greater part ©f which in 
susceptible of successful and profitable cultivation, this mountain in pre¬ 
cipitous and rugged in the extreme, and is covered, for the most part, with 
a thick growth of oak, pine, hickory, chesnut, <fcc. Its forests afford a 
shelter for a great number of deer, bears, turkies and other game, with 
which the mountain abounds. Nearly opposite the town of*Luray in the 
county of Page, its eastern base is washed by the South, and its western 
base by the North branch of the Shenandoah river. At this place the 
paaountain forks, and instead of one, there are two distinct mountains, stretch- 
prig in the same direction, and running parallel to each other. These 
fountains form what is termed the Fort. They have received the name 

Mountains,” from the peculiar form of the valley which they enclose, 
with the addition of some slight military fortifications might be ren- 

The only road which crosses this mountain 
Luray to Woodstock, which is at the 
at the expense of much labor is 
The valley which is enclosed 
in length and about 3 in mean 
corn, rye, buck-wheat, potatoes, turnips 
, rises Passage creek, a large 
several fine merchant mi 
Fort is supposed to be extremely 
copper are among its discovere 
several common schools, 2 
powder factory, several smith 

Fhe population is about 700 souls 
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houses, 3 grist 
and a sufficient 
In making an 
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surface of the earth* These trtfactions 
state of entire preservation* The East and 
abruptly nearly opposite the town of Strasburg. 




make*, &c. in a 
mountains terminate 

opposite this 






enou 
bed of the 
an r Ike® 




in r css 






place are the 
level of the river 


esi parts of the mountain, being about 1200 feet above the 
The entrance or mouth of the Fort forms one of the most 

The space between the 

a narrow road, which runs on the bank and sometimes in thei 

rapid creek which rushes impetuously over the rugged 
", On each side of the road the mountain rises so per- 
entirely inaccessible. The East 
most magnificent scenery, and rock 
a shrub to break the view, and bids 
Here, in summer, may be seen great 
in the sun, or with expanded wings inhaling the 
caverns which are in this cliff, it is said these vultures 
state during the winter. There are some of the finest 
views mom this mountain which can be imagined. At a point nea 
opposite Woodstock, from the East Fort mountain, the South river presents 
the appearance of three distinct streams of water, crossing the valley from 
the western base of the Blue Ridge, to the foot of the Fort mountain. If an 
observer, station himself on the top of the East mountain, at the N. end, and 
look “down east’ 1 the beautiful valley of the South river is presented fall to 
his view. The thrifty village of Front Royal with the adjacent country irK 
terspersed with elegant country villas, fertile farms and thick forests alter-' 
nately meet the eye. If he look a' little higher bis horizon is bounded by 
the indented fop of the Blue Ridge, which stretches N. and S. as far 1 as the 1 
vision can extend; its surface from base to summit Is beautifully diversified* 
with cultivated farms and' sloping woodlands. - If he look W. into the pro¬ 
found abyss below him, he recoils with horror from the awful sight. If 
station himself on the N. end of the West mountain, he has a full view 
the valley of the Nx>rth river. Strasburg, which is 4> miles" distant, appear* 
almost under his feet. At a distance of 7 miles, he sees Middletown, 5 milesj 
fufrther he sees Newtown, and at a distance of 20 miles he sees the large 
populous town of Winchester,—its stately dwellings and towering ste 
giittermg. in the sun. A great pert of the county of Frederick is 
full perspective. But one of the finest landscape? in iVginia, and perhaps* 
in the world, is seen from a point on the West Fort mountain nea 
site Woodstock. Here, if the observer look towards “ the far 
brow” of the North mountain, which stretches N. and 
view, appears to peep into the clouds and to tower 
many of which actually sail below Its summit. The ferti 
lies between the North mountain and Woodstock, is seen 
a person who is* acquainted with the country, may 

which are seen from this point, the view from which 

in extent. 

which is about 5 miles 
count almost every house in 
the mountain (Fort) lies 











over a 



ly, that the 
Between 
watered by 
derings a 
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near the mountain, 
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which is 
river in its mean- 
a considerate® 
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Thus k 





alternately approaches the mountain and recedes 
the appearance of seven distinct rivers running 
The river at this place* is about 350 feet in w 
sheet of water which sparkles in the sin 
wh ich 
Crtou 










it presents 
to each other. 

beautiful 
The space 
y about ]large 
fertile, the 
in the world, 
most of the 
remarkable for their 

een 

with a stna. 














each bend of iht river 
farm, and the bottoms 
ients one of the most picturesque 
an Indian name, signifying clear w 
very appropriate, these rivers 
In 1831 part of this county 
the Massanutten mountain was taken 
m county, formed into a new county 
first settled, about the year 1735, its 
principally, of Irish and Scotch; but few' of their 
und within it, as the county became more settled, they were 
Germans from Pennsylvania,—and the greater part of its 
consists of their descendants. They are a plain, frugal an 

A few years since the German language was very much spoken 
and taught in the schools, but it is now rapidly giving place to the English, 
which is now universally taught in all the schools. 

Population in 1820* 18,926—in 1830, 19,750. By the separation 
Page the population is 'reduced to 14*000. This county belongs to the 14th 
judicial circuit and 7th district. Tax paid in 1833, $3,506 09*—in 1834, 
on lots, 1(1253 33—land, $2,479 68—984 slaves, §246 00—5,576 horses, 
$334 50—22 studs, $128 00—23 coaches* $53 00—27 carryalls, $27 
—16 gig-8, $12 65. Total $3J>34 16. Expended in educating poor chil¬ 
dren in 1832, $1,512 16—in 1833, $827 29; 

* 

TOWNS, VILLAGES, POST OFFICES) &c. 

* A 

Allen’s Cave. In the county of the beholder is struck with the singu- 

Jhcnandoah, a short distance from the lar beauty and regularity of the mag- 
town of Front Royal, is. Alien’s Cave, nificent arch, which is composed 
which may with propriety*. be styled solid lime. The cavity here in about 






a great natural curiosity. It is-situat- 
on the right bank of Xkq .Shenau- 

a quarter of a'ihHe from 
e side.of a hill of con- 
ration. The face of the 
Country in its vicinity,,ix romantic in 

g a thick forest of 
cedar, interspersed with 
of limestone, 
to this cavern is by 


the extreme 



10 feet in width and 30 in .height 
Proceeding some distance, it becomes 
very narrow and so low, 
eessary to stoop much in 
vance. Upon erner 
narrow defile, 
works of nature, is 
of the most ma 
the fancy can 
himself ushered 


scent of about 45°. Theiextent of vvhic 

_ a » % m m I a 






in width and J5;morc than 
ceding about 60 siderable w 
what may roof or ceili 
jhc vestibule of this graudior 
nature, after which the Hoot 
becomes comparatively level. Upon 

back, towards the entrance. 


looking 


o 



in hci t _ 
feet, the 
be te 
work 







of very con- 
height of the 
from 10 to 50 
of the finest 
ever beheld. The 
this apartment, 
s saloon-, ire 










comma with 
which have 
drippings of t 
In some phce 
ance of pen inn 
they bear a sti 
folds of drapei 
in festoons wh 
val or imitate. 

stalacti 


extremity of the cavern. TMf chain- 
ber which is called the Sylph's clresf* 
inf-room, is «boBt the size of the sa* 
loon, with a lofty coiling of sparry 
concretions,—Kmce clear as crystal- - 
now rendered dingy by the smoke. 

all to ad¬ 
it is nro- 


It has several outlets, t 
mil the body of a oar 
hay® that irthny were 
might le ad to other roc 
terraneous abode, whic 
and even probable, ma 
river. Near the Faii 
narrow passage, wind 
cataract m miniature. If a piece of right, called the labyrii 
the spar lie thrown into a crucible or riona mmpes and intiri 
even into a hot coal fire, it fusee, and under low arches, so 
becomes as transparent as glass. breadth as to admit' only one person 
It is, however, to he regretted, that abreast, the winding ceases, and the 
the most beautiful specimens of the explorer finds himself in a straight 
spar have been abstracted by the passage, about 40 feet in lenrth, I in 
numerous visiters; and that, the walls breadth, and 7 in height, and which, 
and roof of Sarah's saloon, which without doubt, forms one of the molt 
were once of the most glittering trass- beautiful, regular and symmetrical 
parency, have been blackened by the arches in the world. Issuing from 
smoke‘of the pine torches, which have this passage the explorer finds hint- 
been uaed ilii exploring it Upon self in the ball-room, which is decid- 
leaving the saloon, it becomes neces- edly the best room in the cave. The 
•ary to ascend about 1:2 or 15 feet length is 160 or 1 TCI feet, and lif 
perpendicular, which is done by breadth at least 80 feet Here, too, 
means of a ladder, at the top of which u in the other rooms, the hands of 
ill a small room which is evidently modal visiters, have torn off thp 
the highest and yet the closest apart- beautiful spar from the wall, thtp 
ment in the cave, as the candles burn haring robbed the cave of its glitter; 
less freely here, than in any other i«g ornaments, and deprived potter^ 
part of the cavern. On ipealclaf. or ty Ip a measure, of one of the most 

«...ill.ling with the hand again* tbe-magnUemA scenes that ever met'tkp 

wall the soand is incre*se<r to m as- -eye of man. The floor ip of soft clay 
tonishing loodness. At the fcrthtr and ’ rtMfkably level and smooti. 
extremity of this upper ap i* a bmp, before the invention of dandies, 
reservoir of water of a ciroi ahape, balloon sleeves* prunella 

about 5feet in diameter ®oi 4 in depth,-slippers, large combs and leghorn 
oalled the Fairy's bath, and within a fiats', the Manx and belles of by-gon? 
few feet of the bath, is a small basin days mat. and held social parties and 


formed in the solid rod 
water of the most limp 
After leaving this place, 
forks. That passage ■ 
straight forwara, pa^es tl 
small rooms and narrow 
it reaches a lar apart 
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stream running entirely thro 1 
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it is supposed to be 
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ascertained 
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Creek, P. O. 162 miles 
83 from W. 
Portsmouth, P. O. 147 ms. from 
R. and 83 W. of W. This village 

situated in a narrow 
vauey, ana in the fork of the North 
and South branches of the Shenan- 
doah river, surrounded on the south 
west by the Fort mountain. It 
contains several dwelling houses, 1 
manufacturing flour mill, 1 saw mill, 
III ..distillery, and various mechanics. 
Population 30. There are in the ira- 
inadiate vicinity two houses of public 
worship, the one Baptist, and the oth¬ 
er free for all denominations. It is 
distant 25 ms. from Winchester and 







Mount Hope, 

R. and SO 
, Mount 

’from R. and 
tains 8 
terian house 
common school, 1 
tavern, 1 tanyard, 

1 Wot factory, 
is a little broken, the 
sandy, .of ordinary 
mg Indian corn, wheat 
erably well. 

■ Strasburg, P. O. 15ft ms. from 

R. and 89 W. of W., situated in the 
northern part of the county, on the 
North branch of the. Shenandoah 

river, immediately on the main road 
leading from Woodstock to Winchea- 
ter, 12 ms. N. of the- former -and 18 

S. of the latter. This in a healthy 
and thriving village, containing 78 
dwelling houses, II houses of public 

worship, (1 Presbyterian, I -Lutheran, 

and 1 free for all denominations*) 3 
schools, including an academy, #a 
handsome building with .a valuabl e 
| lot of land attached, on which has 
18 from Woodstock. Portsmouth < been erected out of the* 

(rives its name from Powell’s Fart, 
at the mouth of which it is located, 
and-which is a great natural curiosi- 

being formed by, the [taverns* 1 stone and 1 ea 
mmrtten mountain, springing up [manufactory, .4 
he west side of the Shenandoah 'makers, *4 'turner, 4 
river, commencing between. ■ NewJ l ^plasterer, -3 

Staunton, running* south smiths, 5 tailors, 6 
north east until it reaches a. lories, and 4 cooper 

New Market,—if j lion 4fQ.persons; 
into two mountains,; regular physicidnS.' 

Ike one running* down the North and are princi 

louth branch of trious and economical 
the Shenandoah river. These two New Market 

mountains form Powell’s FoTt, wliich^ situated in the 

receives its name from an individual!ginia, between the 
who it is said was the first settler* North mountains 
within the fort. This Fort, as it is!of W. a 
ealkcl. is thirty miles in length, w^thllat 38? 
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excellent house as a residence for the 
principal.) There are also 3 mer¬ 
cantile stores, 1 .apotheeaTy shop* St 
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W. from W. it is * central point doah river runs within a mile of the 
between the towns of Winchester town on the western side; and is ins- 
and Staunton, being 50 miles distant viable at high water for boats car- 
from either place. The main road tying one hundred barrels of flour 
leading from the counties of Pendie- to the Plain Mills 2£ miles above the 
ton and Hardy, eastward across town: but the navigation is so mo- 
Thornton’s Gap in the direction of what hazardous, as the-river 
Fredericksburg, intersects the great sable for boat* of this burden only 
valley road at this place. The town during a freshet. The Massanutter 
wa* founded about tne year 1784. It mountain on the east of the town 
is at this time three-fourths of a mile presents a beautiful and unbroken 
in length, containing above one bun- view to the eye of an observer, free 
dred dwelling houses, with a pepu- from any spuTs, or-secondary moun- 
lation of 700 persons. The streets tains, to obstruct his sight, for many 
are remarkably level, straight and miles, in extent, presenting" upon the 
well laid out, bearing south 25 west, whole a spectacle highly grand and 
a direction nearly parallel with the picturesque. There is a cascade on 
Massanutten mountain and two miles this mountain about 3£ miles from 
distant from its base. There are 3 the town, which as it appears not Id 
houses of public worship, viz. I Lu- be embraced in any written account 
titers nr, 1 Baptist, and 1 Methodist, 1 of the State, deserves to be noticed.— 
large and commodious brick acade- It presents the curious spectacle of m 
my, in which is taught, all the beautiful sheet ef water falling from 
branches of liberal and polite educa* the height of fifty fret perpendicular? 
tion, 1 book and job printing office, The large table rock over which the 
5 stores, 3 taverns, 1 resident attor- waterfalls is so perfectly level and 
ney, and 4 regular physicians. — smooth, that the water falls in an en- 
There is perhaps no town in the state tire and 'unbroken sheet of several 
of theskme size, where the- mechanic yards in width, which it retains until 
cal pursuits are carried on to a great* tf strikes the bottom, sufficiently far 
er extent than in this. There are from the perpendicular for a person 
here in active and extensive opera- to pass conveniently between that 
tion—*-l manufactory of threshing and the sheet of water, without dan- 
raaehines, &c., 2 wheelwrights, 4 ger of getting wet. This falling 
cabinet makers and house-joiners, 4 sheet of water is so ’ perfectly trans- 
tannerics. 2 saddle and harness mak- parent, that itmav be seen for several 
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makers and house-joiners, 4 sheet of water is so perfi 
a, 2 saddle and harness mak* parent, that it may be seen 
Mishments, 2 chair factories, hundred yards, glistenin 
nd shoe manufactories, 3 hat thick surrounding woods, 
I, 1 silversmith and jeweller, a beautiful spectacle, 
ram it h and tin plate worker, Among-the rocks of I 
lit Its, 2 blacksmiths, l lock- are the blue and grey 
l sleymaker, 1 saddle-tree slates, and-stone and bi 
l diaper weaver, and 2 potte- The adjacent country is ft 
toe of which stone ware of a fertility, and is well adante 
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relic tel, 


1 i 8 dweJ* 


creek empties into tbe river one hip, (1 Lutheran, 1 Metbodist and 1 
£. of this place. It in distant Carman Reformed,) I Masonic Hall, 
l 8. S. W. of Wc ^dstock, and 1 handsome brick academy, S mint 
a similar direction from Win- schools, and 2 sabbath schools, 1 
er. Tbia village contain* i? printing office from which a mi sekly 
ing houses, 2 mercantile stores. ptf » issued, 5 mercantile stores;, 
use of public entertainment, 1 2 taverns, 8 tan yards, 4 saddlers, 8 
manufactory, and l blacksmith hatters,- 5 boot and shoe factories, § 
Population 130 person ; of house • joiners and. carpente ra, 8 
b \ ii a physician. The lend wheelwrights and chair makers, 4 
tile, producing well all the ordi tailors, 2 umith shops, 1 earthen. and 
staples, and the county is thick : I stone ware manufoctorj, l watch 
ttleiL Stone? creek is a bold maker and silver smith, 1 wagon 
n, affording some excellent sites maker, 1 tin plate worker, 2 saddle- 
anufactories. There are locat-jtree makers, 2 saddle-tree platers, t 


ending machines, 1 still-house, 1 
turnery, and 1 forge in active opera¬ 
tion* manufacturing pig metal into 

bar iron, and 1 .furnace called Co- 
MMM in a, with about 200 persons de- 
idant on it for support. 

' WOODSTOCK, P. V, and seat 
juntiit, 156 ms. from B. mm 100 


SMYTH. 


_ Smith was created by act of Assembly in 1 S« 
portion of Washington and Wythe. It is bounded 
tain separating I from Russell,—N. W. and N. h 
iiiifafatmg it from TfcaeweJl.^-N, E, and E. by 
mountain separating it from Grayson i, E. and S' 
llfNul water! of, Holstoh rivet. The eastern lint 
Wythe crosses within fifty yards of the head spring 
dtd into three valleya.-^-the North^outh and' Mil 
•twi running parallel with the diffarenl valleys, 
latijraeii . Clinch mai mtinMm Mian* a 
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On this fork is 
in quantity to lup 
is situated the salt 
and King’s in Washington 
are- within 40 feet of eae 

of the wit: works. * The county 
n counties runs between them, 
e in this county.) Art experiment 
*s works was attended with com 
a deposit© of five bushels of wit, which wei 
hundred and fifty-one pounds, shewing it to be in 
to the water which contains it. It is supposed that bo 
B roaches this strength, and it is quite free from the 
oittern or other foreign matter. From this supply five htmdre 
salt may 'be manufactured in twenty-four hours. * ■ ■ 

On the middle fork of the Holston arc situated the Ckilkowe Sulphate 
Springs, within one mile of the greet road.' They -stand ns high forth* 
medicinal qualities of their waters as any spring in* Virginia. There are 
also in the same vicinity several chalybeate springs. The production* 
are wheat, rye. Indian com, buckwheat, Irish potatoes, hemp, flax, 
and every species of the vine; being one of the best grape counticn in Vir¬ 
ginia. This county is well timbered with the best of white and biaclf, 
oak, buckeye, poplar, hickory, black walnut, lynn, pine, sassafras, dog 
wood, birch, beech, and the spice wood tree. ’ Along the branches are ellilw 
of different qualities, spruce pine, and the hemlock tree. It also abounds 
with the maple or sugar tree. This tree is more valuable than ai other# 
if it is notched in the month of March, and 'bored with a small auger os 
gimbiet some distance below the notch and a - tube placed in, one tree will 
afford in a season from 30 to 60 gallons of sweet water, which when boiled 
will always produce from 3 to 4 pounds of good sugar, besides the mokssdft, 
which is superior to any other. The tops of these trees are-large, tapef? 
something like a sugar loaf, the bark is rough and body straight, sopie 
them are of a light color, others black. The latter always produce thq 
sweetest water. Some of these maple trees grow, to. an, enormous six*. 
The wood is precious, and when cut and -corded, one tree will make front 
6 to 7 cords. The next in size is the yelllV poplar, w 

timber in the United States. It is no uncommon 
3 to 4 feet and upwards in diameter, 
a limb shoots. The white oak and 
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sons of color, and 
cuit and eigth district. 
§572 04-1-470 slaves, § 


county one cotton manufactory, (at 
yards, 16 grill mills, 14 houses of 
erian, 3 Baptists, 3 free for all 
taverns or houses of public enter 
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above James River 
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MARION P. V. and county seat , ley and the North Fork of the Hol¬ 
ms located two years since. The ini* ston, having its test length from 
provements have rapidly progressed, the northeast to tie southwest, bound- 
A handsome court house, clerk’s of-| ud on the eastern side by conical 
lice, and jail, have been erected, 10 peaks and ridges which a m apnea* 
or 12 neat dwelling houses have been dages of Walker’s mountain: anil od 
completed and several others are in the western side by conical jiiNikS 
progress of erection, 2 mercantile and highland intervening betweew'it 
•tores have been established, and 2 and the North fork of the Holaton ri 
others are about going into operation, ver, which washes their bases for many 
One cotton manufactory on a small' miles. This branch of the Hobton 
scale, and various mechanical pur-is declared a public highway, but has 
suits are carried on; the principal many obstructions,-which it i» be^ 
of which are bricklaying, stone ma- lieved could be removed by c jiend- 
Sonry. house carpentry, tailoring, lure of §6,000, so as to he suitable for 
saddlery, and blacksmithing. Popu- battenux and flit boats, from Saltville, 
Istion about 100 persons; of whom to its mouth at Kingsport, a distune© 
II are resident attorneys, and 2 regu- of 65 miles by water, 
lar physicians. “The present point of manufactor* 

. County Courts are held on the ing salt is on the bank of the river, 
ursday after the third Monday in to which for convenience of timber 
liwery mom.h; Quarterly in Febru- and fuel the water is conveyed, about 
ilff, May, July and October. two miles, in a northwardly course. 

Judge Estill holds his Circuit in wooden tubes. On the opposite 
Superior Court of Law and Chance- bank of the river lies Little xnoun- 


ry on the Monday after the fourth tain, an appendage of Clinch moun- 
Monday in April and September. tain, which is parallel and continuous 
Pleasant Hill* P. O. 269 ms. with that mountain for hundreds of 
nn R. and 344 S. W. by W. of W. miles, and between which, lies a nar- 
Saltville, P. O. This settle- row stoney valley, commonly called 

?nt derives its name from the justly the Poor Valiev. The numerous 
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ton county, 




geological and general 
pecting them, and the 
country, are taken fro 
published in the Abins 
can. 

“The place called Sa 
sted in a narrow plain 
mtm of land, between t 


s its name from the justly the Poor Valley. The numerous 
altworks of Preston and streams having their source in the 
Eton’s well being located Clinch mountain, pass through the 
.nd King’s in Washing- breaks of Little mountain into the 
They are not more than North Fork, along its course. To the 
art, the line dividing the northwest of Clinch mountain, end 
s running between the parallel with it, lie Copper Ridge, 
‘ following topographical, Powel’smountain,Cumberland moun- 
nd general remarks res- tains, and the Loot mountains, htvinv 


into the 
To the 


remarks res tains, and 
surrounding narrow va 
l an article PowelV a 
ion Republi- waters, int 




enr 




, is situ- 
>out 700 










mountains, having 
I the rivers Clinch, 
berland, and their 
g, beautifying and 
iviting, but for the 
regions. Beyond 
tnd the adjacent 
•kv* lie stream 
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from Salt 


“Viewing the country from Salt- 
ville, towards the south of Walkers 
mountain, fine valleys and fertile 
ridges ■ ure pissed before you reach 
the middle and south fork of Hoiaton 
river, and thence to warts the south- 
west; passing many* tributaries, you 
cross the Watauga, French Broad, 
Nolachucky, and the hundred streams 
rising in this mountain district, and 
winding their way westward, to form 
the broad and beautiful Tennessee 
river; whilst those running from the 
same quarter eastwardly, compose 
the bold and restless waters of 
the Great Kanawha,— all adding 
utility - and beauty; either to the 
valleys bordering on the large rivers, 
or the irregular but level depressions 
called coves, hemmed in all around 
except a single passway; which 
sometimes exhibits a cate met in its 
little stream. 

“East of the New River waters, 

the Alleghany mountain directs the 
streams to the Atlantic, and at some 
points you might stand with one foot 
in the waters of the Atlantic, the 

other in those which wend their weary 
way to the hoi Mexican gulph, and 
the great mart for the effective indus¬ 
try-of the millions of people which 
the valley of the Mississippi, is invit¬ 
ing from other extremes to those parts. 
Standing at such a point, yon? 
don would be excited, that amidst such 
ii boundless view of masses beyond 
masses, of high parallel and irregu- 
Ifciir mountains, the rivers should all 
find their way to their destinations, 
without foils or other impediments to 
navigation, which the skill and ener- 
gies of man, at trifling expense, may 
not -remove; thus adding vigor to the 
giant heart the Estuarv of our thou- 



^amazement still 
you behold from 
OB, (the neutral 
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gies of man, at trifling ex; 
not remove; thus_ adding 
giant heart, the Estuary o 
aand rivers, which la to re 
mercially efaesrisli and re 
we**-the vitalized fluids 


t 


i a a it 

ill. the 


the great White Top, (the neutral 
ground of North Carolina, Virginia 
and Tennessee,) the Spinal Allegha¬ 
ny and the Blue Ridge, with its gra¬ 
nite cliffs and basaltic rocks, running 
diagonally athwart each other, and as 
if in the formative day of their crev 
tion, each of these huge colnmnu of 
uplifted matter had been shot forward 
from the north and northeast; and 
neither having the advantage of force 
over the other, a contest terrible com- 
nenced, in which the champions 
>oth discomfitted, glanced: each tatt¬ 
ling its own path southwardly, lea ring 
their cast away remnants piled fear¬ 
fully “Ossa upon Pelion, and Pelion 
upon Ossa,” rolling confusedly into 
thousands of rude shapes. But in 
this field of old warring elements are 
every where, m you would also per¬ 
ceive, evidences presente:!, that- thfo 
principle of order has been passing" 
■and nestling, has changed and given 
new capacities; striking the waste 
“rocks with the rod,” millions of 
springs of purest water gushed forth ; 
the uptorn hills became verdant, and 
all the glories of redundant vegeta¬ 
tion do more than honor to the silent 
mountains; thousands of choicest 
animals browse and revel on the spon¬ 
taneous herbage; and man invited 
last, has made his home in these high 
places; and being for removed from 
the great commercial haunts of luxu¬ 
ry and vice, hope may long rest ill 
security, that here at least, som« 
shmie-—a large share of health, hap¬ 
piness, independence and freedom 
will be enjoyed? Why do the in¬ 
habitants of these regions, so bounte¬ 
ously fitted for their Use, desert them 
for Eldorado’s in the great and labor¬ 
ing and slave holding and money 
grasping west ? Too many have 
quit, have left their mountains,— but 
the day of return is commencing 
in our favor; it was not so with those 
who listened to the son? of Willfoan 


ana money 
many have 
mtains,—but 
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below, in 





P’P- 

ts no *place 
mountains and in 

hmm no doubt 
strangers on the 

in mme 

a rts or this country (as Bark*® gar- 
n with ila ten thouaand elevated 

view of valleys 
mornings; whilst on 
the sun is brilliantly 
stranger’s eye will be 
arrested with what he supposes is a 
broad and lengthened- lake below. 
The deception is perfect, the very 
graves are seen rolling and iempeBt 
tossed, nor will the appearance ©f 
Wands and of trees breaking through 
mist as it evaporates, nor the 
mounds of ploughmen, the screaking 
of iron works, or the monotonous 
beat of the forge hammer, issuing 
from the gulph below (till then un* 
lieard of,) dispel the optical illusion, 
—•the rolling mist must be disper- 
«ed before he can believe the decep¬ 
tion. 

“Let the James River improve¬ 
ments have an arm extended towards 
the Tennessee, and the latter be ini- 

with that spirit which has 

Jfcharactiirized Tennessee for the last 

months; or let a Macadam. 

road be constructed through the natu¬ 
ral depression of all the mountains, 
from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, 
tod it requires only the slightest 

of things, to be convinced, 
resources no part of 
■the union can vie with this, especially 
in minerals. Preston’s salt-works 
-lire in Sravth countv, and King’s in 

same counties 
inbound in immense banks of iron 

county of Car- 
iron making co¬ 
operation, some 
bloomeries, and 
masses of ore, 

cent o: 


tor, 

tablishments now 
df which are 
in. route 
containin 






like cliffs of rock. The cona- 

gton, Sullivan, 
Anderson, 
Knox, Rhe®, Hamilton in Tennesass, 

If., Ash, Buncomh, Ruth¬ 
erford and other counties of North 
Carolina, and Monroe, Giles, 'Mont¬ 
gomery, Floyd, Grayson, Preston. 
Wythe and other 

gink abound in ex ess quanti¬ 
ties of iron, and ma 
ties have quarries of various sorts 
stone coal and innumerable seats 
















metal, are exposed thirty 




water power. 

“In Grayson and Wythe are large 
bodies of rich copper ore, not yet 
fully tested, and in the latter county, 
lend ore of the best quality, worked 
by Col: James White and Alexander 
Pierce,—what amount of lead could 
be made is unknown, as the ore laizik 
seems inexhaustible, and coal in 
abundance, as near as Graham’s 
forge and iron furnace. The capaci¬ 
ty of the soil to produce different 
sorts of timber after the first is cut 
off is very remarkable in this coun¬ 
try—those acquainted with - the soil 
and first growth of timber can fore¬ 
tell what will be the second and third 
growth on land once cultivated or on 
new land. 

“Preston’s Saltville land contains 
a description of millstones, easily 
quarried, which are equal to the best 
French burr stones for flour mils; 
and at various point* in the vicinity, 
and in Russell county are quarries of 
various marbles. In the voile 
buried in the 
rounded 

which are flinty, s oi many 
gradients, ana i such fo 


sre innnme. 

some 

in- 
oose 

atonal occupy the shoaly beds of tliii 
streams; but the channels of all 
streams are chiefly bedded by lime- 
stone, mica, sandstone, and slaty for¬ 
mations, whose lamella or divisions 
are seldom horizontal, until you ar- 

the level of the great 
You may hero find lsdg< 
rocks extending hundreds of jam 
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trrtgu- 
at angles whose 
rees of the 
seem, that they 
ught to reach that 
ing such promi- 
lo. The declin- 
eontinuous through 
hills and ridges 
upper plane is 
south, as far as parallelism 



mineral# are 
upon limestone, 
' the transi* 


The 

found in, or 
slate and 

tion kind, wmic stone coal ana gyp¬ 
sum and sandstone are evidently all 
of a much later 
not run 

reaching masse; 
transition rocks, 
body of the Clinch 
mountains, and 
chains are chiefly 
and irregular masses of Sandstone, 
which is undergoing great changes, 





decomposing in some parts and in- 
enerul course of the ridges]creasing and hardening in other*; 
and in consequence of much of the limestone composing 
thorn exposure of the planes the basis of these mountains it a very 
rocks in ail the mountains coarse and impure carbonate. The 


'west of the Alleghany to the verge 
of those mountains east of the Mis- 


multitudc of sufphur and chalybeate, 
hot and cold springs, and their vari- 


eissippi, chemical nature has not thejous medicinal qualities in Bath, Mon 


same variety of surface to work upon, 
that it has where the upward direc¬ 
tion of the rocks expose their edges, 
bn the northwardly side of the ridges; 
mud as might bo expected, the south¬ 
ern faces are comparatively barren, 
-whilst the opposite side is rich and 
productive; and such differences are 
observable even on the south side, 
re deep ravines expose tile broken 
ends of rocks one side, and their' 

plane surface on the other, 
conformation holds immense 

water and pours it forth 
pinnacles of the highest 
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even on 




primitive 
that rise 

are rarely 

face; and. 
mines of 
remote from 


osing the ground by 
summer drought, 
even to the rocks; 
ring to enormous 
its roots into the in- 
The region of 
Tennessee, in 
about GO to 100 

V 

le, borders on the 
ramie and basaltic walls 

Blue Ridge, and 

western 
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roe, Buncomb and other places that 
deserve to have celebrity for their 
waters, exhibit astonishing chemical 
changes yet going on far below the 
earth’s surface. After passing west¬ 
ward ly, beyond the verge of these 
broken ranges, you perceive great 
uniformity and order in the confor¬ 
mations of rocks and soils. The 
rivers and creeks are based with good 
limestone, la mm elk ted horizontally, 
and having fissures at unequal dis¬ 
tances, extending pefpehdicuttrly to 
great depths. Commencing 
surface, there will be 







loamy soils, and c. 

with gravel or sandstone 

of six or ten feet, then 

described, next a w 

stone four to ei 
* 

or three strata, 
thicker layers, 
then a layer of 
flint, three to six 
tied limestone all 
mellar, then slate 



kin- 
brittle 

kind, horizontal and of considerable 




inia, the copper depth, containing 
Wythe are not; oval 




low w 



iani yellow, 
and iron, fee- 
hard, flinty* 
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dark rocks, will occasional 
Uinta. At places like these, and other 
Ibnnations of a standard-kind, those 
who woald undertake to classify 

might form 
would ‘van¬ 
ish.'into thin air* when teited by tbe 

up 


era of»exhaustible, by any we m of i J* 
salt ^ ’was reduced from $5 to 1 1, fj& 
cts. *per bushel; mi a more JjbeTill 
rent -was given General Preston qf 






0. 

then ceased 
parlies 
Iy term* towmi 
fire. William 






transition, or 

secondary limestone 



hi*, well, which 
worked; and the 
the most, 

others 1 
_ in view 
ofiln> 
dKsreJiy i|» 
to 





of this moun- 
rude shapes 

are sometimes fto encourage every 
what little| try, and calcu 

menm wealth wo 

enlarged hi# mercantile piumuis^ 
was the property of| dealt with great liberality* and \ 

~ ' s coming very popular, his wealtb.jw 

increased, tty at his death, the 13th 
October, 1808, his. person*! estate 
was .estimated at. above mm million 
dollars. 4 

“Preston s and Kipg’swpjrhs ftttfi 
then conducted by his, widow, pQvr 


General William Campbell, the hero 
of Kings’ mountain, and after his 

his only child Sarah, mar* 
Francis Preston, who 
rooted the well and salt marsh to 
We King, an enterprising young 
Irishman, who conducted the busi¬ 


ness, profitably, returned to Ireland Mrs. F. Smith, James King and 

if!_ 1_ •_ it... __ * JI t_1 • . I TIT m • 1 » J* Hl llliisf 


for his father and brothers and sisters, 
and in a few years in partnership 
with the late Josiah Nichol of Nash- 
Till** and other worthy mercantile 
partners,. on whom fortune hits al¬ 
ways smiled* had amassed ve ry hand¬ 
some profits. Wm. King,, apprised 
General Preston and lady, .that a 
timet of land adjoining theirs was for 
111 , and. advised them to purchase, 
as sal-water could be procured upon 
it, and upon their declining, h# pur- 
chased it for about §2,000. 

King and Nichol then dug a twelve 

well, cribbing if. with 
the Rev. Mi-. Col- 
tor its expenses, ua- 
was about two faun- 
King had mark- 
declared he would 
was found, and 
from the con- 





Wm. Trigg, a* devisees of a l|fo 
estate; and since by Col. Jas. White; 
at present by Wm. King It Ca;Mf r 
King being the only son )iying. 
James King and devisee of. the fir* 
tafe in remainder from' his. unci* 
Wm. King, who .died without - 
dren. Gen. Preston’s w 
works in the first lease to Co^ White 
were rented at #3 Q,iMK> pick i: m%* 
num, but have not been m ft! iuctima 
of kte years as is understood*' 

During the year 1.832, Gcnu ffre^ 
ton pot being satisfied with the good 


Mr. An* 


14 


well 
the 

water, of 

s W B 

would 
measured bushel of 
■ ^ ^ was on i he 6th 

fin! the quantity of 


feet deeper, 


with salt 
gallons 
salt, a 


ness of his well, 
thony, an ingenious 
partner of Dubrough’ 
plan of boring, to sink 
of five inch 
depth necessary, 
supply of silt-water 
400 bushels of 
being stronger 










forty feet ofj to 24 gallons 


“The 




patent 
iron’ tube# 

was found A 

for 

B « 

water 
any known,.22 
ig 5Q Am. tel>i 
which good salt-? 






water _ can be procured in large quan¬ 
tities is very small—4n the vicinity 
o I Saltville Jias been expended above 
40,000 in fruitless digging and topyi* 

f land 







new tub 
a King’s, i 
KiOj h land, 
old well made 






n experiment on 
i 40 feet of the 
month, produced 


rto wafer at the depth of 270 feet, 
though the borings were for many 

IhVburrh gypsum, blue and retf^lay 
and Hair ' formed sand*stone,—The 
formation below the depth of 200 
foet, ih which' salt-water is found, 
seems to be on a slaty basis, at an in¬ 
clination of about 15 degrees facing 
the south east, and in King’s old 
well, whence has been drawn water 
for 40;§i0'bushels of salt; in the last 
60 days, there are large irregular 
columns of plaster or gypsum, and a 
piaster- roof supporting the ground 
iilbove, the intenor 'clay for* 40 or 
more feet in some directions having 
been washed away. Into these open¬ 
ings near 100 cords of wood were 
thrown, blit all disappeared. From 
all the borings and the most careful 
observation, it is evident, at this place, 
that both the sand-stone and plaster 
are above, and of tnor* recent forma¬ 
tion than the muriate of soda-. 

“The crater-like sides of the tran¬ 
sition rocks exposed around Saltville, 
at some points, into which the plaster 
llever intrudes, has given rise to a 
conjecture, that at some ancient peri¬ 
od; the plane on which stands •Salt- 
vile* was as high as the adjacent 
hills; and that by a dissolution of 
(he saline substratum which the river 
(heitig lower) may have received, the 
upper earth gave way, throwing the 
tocks into tneir present disjointed 


salt 


seems to 
donation 


State, and the surface of all which 
has been levelled by the washings 
fibm the hills, and by the impercep¬ 
tible workings of time; - and this con¬ 
jecture would seem to be supported 
hj the numerous bones and teeth of 
the M -tstadon and other animals found 
at any depth yet approached. 

*‘Tbe surface of the salt-water be- 
fttf soma thirty feet higher than the 
river water* Has suggest to Mr. 


Anthony the use of a syphon; half a 
mile in length to draw the water from 
the well, without a feme pump-; and 
the facility of conveying the' water 
to wood or -more convenient points of 
navigation, is now clearly tested by 
its transfer in tubes two miles. Salt 
at the jvorks is now- reduced to two 
cents per pound, which Will, tfo 
doubt, cause -more ■ economy to be 
used in its manufacture and transpor¬ 
tation; so far, there appears, how¬ 
ever, to have been no advantage taken 
of the great evaporating improve¬ 
ments used at the salines in New 
York, or the sugar factories of the 
South. At Saltville, the ftifnacea 
are trenches dug in the earth, the 
kettles several inches thick—the fur¬ 
nace doors large and open, and placed 
under Open sheds; and in some in¬ 
stances streams of fresh water sweep¬ 
ing from the hills issue out of till 
furnace flues; but doubtless the pre¬ 
sent proprietors will make the neces¬ 
sary improvements. • The salt made 
is* free from' all impurity, its chrys- 
tabs are large by slow, and -fine by 
FffpkT Evaporation', and -white anil 
brilliant, and \*heo tftrbwn from the 
basket, soon become® as dry as coVn 
meal; never deliquescing or “giving 
off any water, evdn in the 'wettest 
weather.* No settling or clarifying 
process is necessary, the water being 
8 -clear semi-transparent, somewhat 
whitish fluid, which after being re¬ 
leased from ' its great pismire in the 
deep parts of the well, seenw incaplt- 
ble o holding in solution,* the former 
quantity of saline material. ' The 
■light excess of muriatic acid Over 
the soda is united in the boiling with 
some' tree gypsum, and precipitated 
to the bottom, where attaching: its#!t 
to the mettle and becoming heated; 
additions of salt are* constantly made, 

ngers breaking the kettle, 
r difficult (once weekly) to 
om the iron by pick-axes. 
In the whole process of manufactur¬ 
ing this waiter, no trace of 'iodine## 
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resent, mea- 
farming to 
acres appears to 

two* grist 


earth and of the very best 
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persons, and as 
compose the force of 
as the market is limit- 
more than four cords of 

to make 100 
the apparatus of the 
unnecessarily large and 

wasteful. 

"The gypsum-beds on the Saltville 

lands are nerharas the most conven- 




em ployed 
the whole 
country ars ad: 






mi 

“There are 
which can vie wit 
ty and nove 
tended meadows 
conical peaks, 
clear springs, and 
verdure covering 




in the- world 
in Jbeau- 
The ex¬ 
rich ridges—high 






remarksbl* 

to 
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ient and abundant in the world, be- from R. 


great advantage 

mountain. The Chilhoway sprm 
are in the vicinity, and often 
summer visiters add new interest.” 

Seven Milk Ford, P. O, 362 
ms. S. W. by W. of W. t a«d 287 
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Tazewell was created by act of Assembly in 1799, and formed out of 
portions of Russell and Wythe counties. It is bounded N. by Tug Fork 

of Sandy river, separating it from Logan, —N. E. by Giles,—E. and S..E. 
by Walker’s mountain, separating it from Wythe, —&. by Clinch iBOOUtain, 
separating it from Smyth,—S. W. by Russell, —and W. by Floyd county, 
Kentucky. Its mean length is 66} miles, mean breadth 10}; and area 
1,305 square miles:— Extending in let. from 36° 54' to 37° 32' N. and ip 
long, from 4° to 5° 12' W. of W. C. It is situated immediately within the 
vicinity of the sources of Clinch and Great Sandy rivers. The Clinch takes 
its rise seven miles N. E. of Jeffersonsville, and pursues a course nearly W. 
From the eastern section of the county, the great Kanawha receive* man 
tributary branches ; the principal of which are the Blue Stone and Wo 
creeks. These have their sources within a few miles 
pud after some inconsiderable meanderings assume a N. E. 

by several ranges of mountains, some 
the chief of which are the Clinch, 
general course is a little 8. of 
these mountains are interspersed beautiful valleys, 
rich soil, surprisingly fertile, and perhaps inferior 
for grass, which thickly covers every cultivated 
the mountains. Ten miles N. E. is Abb’s valley 
ated at its entrance is the Stonefori , a large circular 
on Its image the stamp of great antiquity, from the i 
and various other data. The modern savages that were 
session of this county appear totally ignorant, not only 
tie, but of other relics of antiquity in 
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areslso deposited in lonely caverns, human skeletons of both sexes, and 6f 
various ages preserving in their composition an outline of those general 
features that characterise the Indian race. When brought into contact with 
the external air, they quickly moulder into dust. Five miles S. W. of Jef- 
fersonsville is a broken continuation of Rich mountain, termed Morris’s 
Nob, a noted object of curiosity. Near its S. W. extremity, and 12 miles 
from the county seat, is the Maiden Spring Cove , a flourishing settlement, 
watered by the Maiden Spring, a S. E. branch of Clinch river. On the 
summit of Rich mountain, jn view, and one and a hall miles S. is a pre*» 
cipitous ledge of rocks, of stupendous height, called the Peak —command¬ 
ing a magnificent view of the surrounding country for 20 or 30 miles. 
From this, some 4 or 5 mites a little S. of E. may be seen on the top of 
Clinch mountain (immediately before it divides to form Burk’s Garden) a 
romantic assemblage of huge rocks, thrown together by the hand of nature, 
in the wildest confusion, clothed with a variety of perennial growth and 
matted with impenetrable thickets of laurel; while far beneath are formed, 
between their interstices, horrible cavprns, and subterraneous recesses, the 
retreat of numerous wild beasts, that frequent the surrounding wilderness,, 
hence its name of Bear Town. On this spot flourishes extensive groves of 
balsam copavia, a variety of r.opaifera officinalis and other strange vegeta-. 
ble growth not found elsewhere in this region of country. 

Inexhaustible quarries of limestone rock, extending in a series of vertical 
strata from N. E. to S. W. are found in many parts of the county. Stretch¬ 
ing across the northern boundary are extensive beds of stone coal of excel¬ 
lent quality. 

The principle staples are cattle, horses, hogs, feathers, tow and flax-linen, 
beeswax, genseng, seneca, snakeroot, serpentario, &c. &c. 

Compared with the elevation of the water in Great Kanawha, at the ipfluifc, 
of the Greenbner, ascertained to be 1,333 teet, the lowest elevation thateax^ 
be given to the central mountain valleys of this county must be 1,500 feet* 
and the mean relative height of the arable soil of the county, at the lowest 
estimate 1,200 feet. 

Population in 1830, 5,749. It belongs to the fifteenth judicial circuit: 
and eighth district. Taxes paid state government in 1833, $686 35 — 
1834, on lots, §14 88—on land, 313 11—426 slaves, $1Q6 50——285 If 
horses, $171 66—14 studs, $117 00 —5 carryalls, $5 00—Total, $727 
55. No report of school commissioner for 1832. Expended in educating 
poor children in 1833, $184 23. 
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Blue Stone, P. O. 279 ms. S. W.' 
of R. and 337 S. W.of W. —Situated on 
Blue Stone river, in the southern part 
of the county. # 

Burk’s Garden, P. O. 274 ms. 

ed 10 ms. E. of Jeffersonsville. 
Bulk’s Garden is one of the most re¬ 
markable spots in Western Virginia, 
but being out of the track of the tou¬ 
rists, it baa not hitherto been describ- 
® • * * % # 
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•ive manufacturing flour mil], 2 tan* 
yards, and various mechanics. It is 
well timbered with sugar maple, cher- 

. The under growth 
apple and hawthorn. 

JEFFERSONVILLE, P. T. and 

S. W. by W. of 
little S. of W. 
•and 30 ms. N. W. 

w 

by W. of Evansham in Wythe coun- 

37° 05‘ N. and long. 4° 32 s 
-Situated on tne south 
river, one mile from 
near the base of the 
mountain. Besides the ordina¬ 
ry county buildings, it contains 20 
llwelling houses, l house of public 
worship, free for all denominations, l 
common school, 4 mercantile stores, 
2 taverns, 1 lanyard, 1 saddler, 61 
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shoe factories, 1 
I painter awl t 
anufactu ri ng ffoOf 
to the north - 
150 persona; 
of whom i are aitoimies, ana 2 regu¬ 
lar physicians. 

County Court $ are held on the 3d 
Monday in 
ly in April , June 

remher. 

Circuit Superior 
and Chancery are 
of April and 23 d of 
Judge Estill. 

Four miles N. W. of this tillage 

are si tuated CeciPt Mineral Springe, 
which bid fair to rival any mineral 

waters that hare yet been discovered 

in the western country. 



TYLER* 


Tirit is it wras created by Act of Assembly in the year 1811, and Ibnaed 
from a portion of Ohio county. It is bounded N. by Marshall,—Nf E. 
'by Greene co. of Pa., and ■ Monongalia of Va. —E. and S. E. hy Harri¬ 
son,—S. and S. W. by Wood,—and W. by the Ohio river, aepantiiifr ft 
from Washington county, Ohio,— and N. W. by the same river separating 
ft from Monroe county. Its mean length is 27f miles— mean breadth 23; 
and area 855 sq. miles;— extending in lat. from 39° 13* to 39° 42 1 and in 
}qng. front 3° 25' to 4° 12' W. of W. C. This county declines to the 
west towards the Ohio, and is drained by Middle Island and Fishing creeks, 
both running diagonally through the county and emptying into the Ohio. 
The surface is exceedingly hilly and broken, but the sou is generally of 

Population in 1820, 2,314,—1830, 4,104. It belongs to 
judicial circuit and tenth district. Tax—no returns. Ex- 
in educating poor chiiu ion m 1 832, $25.7 40...in 1833, $309 23. 
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Ckktreville,— situated on the 

Middle Island Creek, 

7 me. B. of Middlebourn, and 16 
from Sistersville. It contain® 15 
dwelling houses, 2 mercantile stores, 
and several mechanics. 

Fishing Creek, P.0.330 ms. from 
II. and 266 N. W. by W. of W. 

This P. O. is situated on the head I from 
waters of the cwl of the *mo© name,' 
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ms. from i 
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mM of jusiici 
SilfS W. of W. in lat. 39° 32’ N. and 
Ifepf. 3° 55* W. of W. f situated on 
Middle Island ereek, 45 ms. S. W. 
of Wheeling. It contains besides 
the:ordinary county buildings, 25 
dwelling houses, 1 Methodist house 
Of worship, 1 common school, 2 mer¬ 
cantile mores, 2 taverns, 1 manufac-* 
turing flour mill, I tan yard, and 1 
dler. The principal mechanics 
are cabinet makers, house-joiners, and 
blacksmiths. Ip the neighborhood 
of this place on Middle Island creek, 
there is an excellent site for a manu¬ 
factory. The stream is large, and 
after making a bend, five miles in ex¬ 
tent, it returns to within 90 feet of 
the. same bed,—making a fall at the 
nearest point of approximation of 12 
or 15 feet. It is thought that there 
is an abundance of iron ore and stone 
coal contiguous to this site. Middle 
Island creek is one of the principal 
dreams watering this county,—it is 
«iboot 200.miles in length, running; a 
coarse east and west through a fer¬ 
tile valley, and emptying into the 
Ohio river. Population 160 persons: 
of whom 1 is a resident attorney, and 
two are regular physicians. 

. Couniw Courts are held on the 2 d 
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Judgf Fry holds his Circuit Su¬ 
perior Courts of Law and Chancery 
on the 24*A of April and September. 

Pine Grove, P. O. 327 ms. from 
R. and 247 W. of W. 

SlSTERSVLLLE, P. O. 320 IDS. frOHI 
R. and 274 N. W. of W. This vil¬ 
lage is pleasantly situated on the south 
bank of Ohio river, 50 ms. N. W. by 
W. of Clarksburg in Harrison Co., 
in a remarkably beallhy neighbor¬ 
hood, commanding a fine view of the 
river; and .possessing one of the best 
landings for steamboats and other 
craft on the Ohio. It contains about 
30 dwelling houses, 2 mercantile 
stores, 2 taverns, a school hottse, 1 
lanyard, and various mechanics.— 
Population about 200 persons; of 
whom 1 is a regular physician. This 
town was kid out in 1814 by com¬ 
missioners appointed by tie Legisla¬ 
ture, as the county seat of Tyler; but 
by a petition presented from the in? 
habitants at the session of 1 15 and * 16 r 
the Legislature was induced to re¬ 
move the seat of justice to Middle-, 
bourne, 9 .ms. nearly east flora this 
place. 
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WASHINGTON* 

was created by Act of Assembly ih 1777, 
the now extinct county of Fine as tie. It is * 
in, separating it from Russell,—E. by SmytJ 
Carter county of Tennessee,—S. W. by Sul 
j— and W. by Scott. Mean length (includin| 
esdth 18§; and area 754 square miles .—\ 
ning its precise extent since the severance of 
: ttimy be made by reference to that bounty, 
to 36° 52! N. and • in long, from 4° 34' to I 
mty occupies part of the valley between the 
ntakis, and is watered by the North, Miidk 
i, -which rise in Wythe and flow through thi 
ee fertile valleys. But Washington is not le 
i nereis, than its fe fe soil,- excellent putur 
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not superior to that of Nova Scotia, and is now being 
the same purposes by the farmers of Western Yk- 
A full account of its valuable salt works and ©liber 
already been given in connexion with Smyth coun¬ 
article on Salt ville,—which village is divided by 
s the two counties. 

20, 1*2,444,-1830, 15,014,—both of which numera- 
before the severance of Smyth. It belongs to the fifteenth 
eighth district. Tax paid in 1834 on 
112*2 slaves, §280 50—5364 horses 
33 coaches, $94 50—31 carryalls, 

2286 10. The poor children in 
iet system, and we have no means at present 
amount. 
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ABINGDON, P. T. arid scat of amount of one hundred and -fifty 





justice, 309 ms. S. W. of 11. and 385 

S. W. by W. of W. in N. lit. 36- 

42', and long 4-> 58* W. ot W. C. 

is situated on the great valley road, 
about 8 miles N. of the Tennessee 
boundary,—at the south east side of 
n mountain ridge, about 7 miles dis¬ 
tant from either of the two main 
Forks of the llolston river. A part 
Of the town stands on a considerable 


thousand dollars annually, 3 groce¬ 
ries, 1 Woolen and 2 cotton manufte- 

(ure3, and 1 well established nursery. 

There are 4 tanyardu with saddle 
land-harness fnanu factories attached 
to them, 10 blacksmith shops. Plat 
manufactory' and store, 6 wheel- 
| wrights and wagon makers, 2 Cabinet 
warehouses, 3 bricklayers, 2 stone 
masons, 3 house carpenter!?, 3 watch 


eminence, beneath which there is a'makers and jewellers, 2 boot and 
cavern containimr a lake. jshoe factories, 3 house and sign 


Abingdon contains besides the or¬ 
dinary county buildings, between 150 
ftml 200 dwelling houses,— many of! 


painters, 2 coppersmiths aftd tinplate 
workers, and 3 tailors. 

Abingdon is rapidly increasing in 



iem handsome brick buildings,—*2; population and trade. Old houses 
terian and 2 Methodist houses ! a re giving place to handsome brick 
worship, all of them neat [buildings, which the o 
A portion of the in [terprising citizens are 
are followers of Baron!The main street 
in other words, belong! Adamizcd at c 
Jerusalem Church ,—but!hut greatly to the 

* t * i 9 ^ i 
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WOOD. 



Wood was created by Act of Assembly in the: year 1799, and formed 

of Harrison county. It is bounded N. E. by Tyler an# 
E. by Lewis,—S. by Kanawha and S. W. by Jackson,—W. by 
tine Ohio river, separating it from Meigs and Athens counties, Ohio—on# 
N. by the same river separating it from Washington county of the same 

state. Its mean length (before the severance of a portion to form Jackson 
county) was 40$ miles—mean breadth 30$; and area 1,223 square miles. 
It extends in lat. from 38° 52' to 39° 27‘ N, and in long, from 3° 56' to 4° 
42* £. of W. C. N^jjrly the whole of this county is embraced in th© val¬ 
ley of the Little ICanawha and its tributaries Hughes’ river,—and North 
Fork of Hughes* river. A small portion on the northwestern border it 
drained by creeks into the Ohio. The surface is much broken, but the soil 
in for the most part good. Population in 1820,5,860,—in 1830, 6,429. It be¬ 
longs to the nineteenth judicial circuit and tenth district. Tax paid in, 
33, §1,150 24 —in 1834 on lots, § 112 12—land, §885 74 —1 046 slaves, 
00—4326 horses, §259 56—26 studs, §223 00— 11 coaches, §28 50 
carryalls, §32 00 — 1 gig, 50 cts. Total, §1901 42. Expended ill 
educating poor children in 1832, §292 34 —in 1833, §533 78. 
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Belleville, P. O. distant 314 ms. both from W. 

Richmond and Wash- the Little Kanawha 

dwelling houses, 1 

Bull Check, P. O. 299 ms. W. Baptist house of 

from R., situated 13 school, 2 mercantile 

in a thickly (lent society, 











Bull creek is 
rises in Wood 
empties into the Ohio, 7 
miles above Marietta in the State of 
Ohio. There are located on this 
creek several mills, mercantile stores, 
and 1 Baptist house of worship. 
The land is fertil e. nroducinu the or¬ 
dinary staples, 
to grass. 

Jacksonville 







2 saw mills, and sevr 
Population 64 
is a physician. 

PARKERSBURG 
of justice , 299 ms 
N. W. of W., situated 
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ordinary t* 
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P, O. 324 ms. 
of W. # situated 

>ad, on the wa* 
miles from its 
m into the Ohio 


Iters, 2 boot and shoe factories, 8 ters of Cow creek, 
Lcksmith shop*, 3 tailors, 2 hatten mouth,) which emi 
i | rope-walk. Population 500 river;—15 miles i 
iriidiii; of whom ten are resident 20 from Psrken 
orneys, 'and -2 negulmt physicians, Range is the name 
Cmniy C&urt$ are' held on the I d of 25,000 acres 1 
imday \n every month; Quarterly §00 acrca each, a 
March, June , August and Novem* this county. The 
r. 1 pike runs through 

Circuit Superior Goutfs of Law on'Walker's creek 

.... . • A at at • ■ — ....... m _ . aa < m 


nre held ort'fhe lit ©; 
timber, by Junbx I 


ini created by act of Assembly at the session of I78SMJ0; and 
m jwrtion of Montgomery. It is bounded N. by Giles,—E. 
sry,«-*S. by the -'Iron mountain, separating it from Grayson,'— 
s.—-and W. bv Walker’s mountain, separating from Tmz6* 


mountain, separa 

urtlb The greater part of Wythe is situated in a mountain 
bet wain the Iron mountains and Walker’s mountain. Its mean length 

(befMi a portion was taken to form Smyth) was 45| miles,- . -its mean 

wkHl 42|- and ' fii area 1998 square miles. It extends in lat. from 35° 44* 
to 37° IF N’, and in long, from 3° 34', to 4° 20' W. of W. C. 

Wythe valley: m an elevated table land. From the south western part 
Sow the head waters of the Middle Fork of Holston, interlocking sources 
with some of the branches of Jhew river, which flows across the eastern 
gfc of this county. The eharaeieristic features of the scenery of this iri- 

P* * * V t* • 9 « 1 « .. — - ^ — W. 


•re its sublimity,—its banka are generally te 
apices of solid limestone, often hundreds of feet 
to any foot save those of the bird and reptile, 
river; and those few are comparatively small, 

• W « m a Mm ® * » 


a mile, 

;eks, are Red , Cripple , Peak , Coct 
* on its northern side, and Big an 
;s on the southern. The first nan 


n lest and most prominent stares of this county, are its vt(nin¬ 
th eSe the largest is called Walker’s mountain, which together 
smaller ones, such aa Little Walkers mountain, Brushy, Little 
tw and others, lie between the Iron mountain on one side, and 
i mountain, Clinch mountain and others (not however in Wythe 
lining counties) which are parts of the Blue Ridge on the other 
il course of all these mountains is from N. E. to i. W. and the* 


tmns 
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lire generally connected with each other by j:purs 
mountains in this county, which are etached cha 
Lick, and the other Drapeft mountain, the forme 
miles in length, the latter 6 or 6, 

. The 44 Rich Valley ot Holstoa ,f lying on the N 
commences with the head of the stream in the N. V 
jprt of it lying in this county, ha§ a preeminent claim to the title. Then 
w in the eastern part of this county a valley .called Draper's valley, a 4 
lightful tract of some 5 or 6 mite In length, and ranging in-breadth frgm 
Halt to one and a half miles, hiring Draper s mountain on jus N-.side, and 


There art two other 
•-<-the one called the 
Mini some 12 or 15 


on the other, hills and highlands. The tel of Wylhe cannot be said to lie 
rich, but sufficiently fertile to produce all the necessaries of life.. It"*iae- 
sesses the characteristic of all the soil of western Virginia, the faculty ij! 
renewing itself in grass, and is peculiarly benefitted by the cultivation of 
clover® Many if not all of the farmera are learning, to .'use .gypeaia f and 
find it peculiarly beneficial. Small grain of all - kinds in raised vith-ftcili^ 
tv, as also corn and potatoes, — the latter of the finest quality. Fruits o f all 
the common kinds, such as apples, pars, cherries, plums and |ieiiicbes art 
easily produced, but the lateness of the season, and shortness of tie summer 
often cuts off the hopes of the inhabitants in I,is bnd* 

Wythe is rich in mineral*. Iron is abundant almost every where. 
Lead is found on the river in abundance, and is worked with profit. There 
are three establishments for making lead in the county, and which menu* 
fact are about 200 tons per annum. There is one iron manufactory in ope¬ 
ration. Gypsum is found in Wythe, though not so abundant as ip th 
neighboring county of Smyth. There are large beds of coal in.this eonn^f c 
untouched for want of a turnpike or some improved num^ 

No county in the state suffers more than Wythe for want of internal im¬ 
provements. Her mineral wealth has hardly commenced a" devote ament, 
and must probably lie dormant another century, until there shall .be-AMDS 
public spirit, or less sectional feeling in the legislature. There have bn 
some copper and silver specimens found in working the lead mines, but in 
no great quantities. The elevation of Wythe is about I8§§ foet above the 
level of the ocean. 

, Population in 1810,8,356—1820, 9,692—t-1830, 12,163. It belongs to-t it 

16th judicial circuit and 8th district. Tax paid in 1833, "111,805 59-.—In 

1834, on lots, $112 12—on land, iififi 74—1,040 slaves, 11260 00—4,326 
horses, #259 56—26 studs, §228 60—11 coaches, 128 50—31 carryallt, 
$32 00—1 gig, 50 cents. Total $1,901 43. Expended in educating poor 
children in 1832, $373 53—in 1118, §401 60. 
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Austinville, P. O. 265 ms. from is fertile, producing wall Indian corn, 

R. and 341 from W. wheat, rye, oats, buckwheat a id pot* 

Drafeh’s Vallbv, P. O. 235 ms. toes. It is also well adapted to pa* 

S. W. of R. and 310 8. W. of W. g turage. Extensive Iron works an 
situated 16 ms, E. of Etmnsham, and earned on in this w H hborhc 1. 

12 W. of Newborn. It contains sev- EVAI fSH WYT lij. 1|| 

eral dwelling houses, I mercantile P. . 253 m i, .». W. of R. ana 32$i : p 

mmm, 1 tanyard, Jbc. Population 18. W^by-W. of W., Jat*p° llAf 1 ! 
The'soil the surrounding country land long. 4* W. W. C. 
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this] crept up 
100 dwel- 
wor- 

miscelianeous 
1 painter 
, 1 tin plate 
makers, 2 

, 1 printing office, 

4 taverns 
Population 




disco ver- 
sitting on 

towards the 



encamp. 

a mocca - 


ijiMp. ordinary 
village contains 

ling 

■hip, 

■tores, 
and 
work 
lanyards 
issuing a 

IlllJIiSIIill 

ahpat 600 persons; of whom 7 are at- 

regulai physician*. 

Courts are held on the 
in every month;— Qnar - 
March, June , August and 
Ifowmber. 

Circuit Superior Courts of Law 
and Chancery are held on the 7th 
#f April and September by Judge 

ROWN. 

Early Traditions. — There is much 
traditionary lore in this county among 
thpe old settlers. One romantic cir- 
citnistance, though not exactly inac- 
cdrdance with this work, may be worth 
rpcdrding as evincing the difficulties 
of various sorts, which occurred in 
first settling the frontier counties of Clarke, who immediately on seeing 
the state. him, said “this is no Indian,” enquiry 

The incident alluded to, is that ai being made of the prisoner who and 
man by the name of White, who lived! whence he was, he said that he was 



ed a large 
a log with 
whites, 
ment, enga 
sin. The 
cealed by a tree 
sitting, from 
White at once, 
the danger of the 
to carry that Indian 
leaving his companions, 
it prudent for the three 
proceed for fear of discov 
softly up behind the 
perfectly unconscious 
till he felt the grasp of While on"his 
throat, and saw a pistol presented at 
his head. White in a few hurried 
words, in the language of the tribe, 
told him that if he made any noise or 
resistance he. would shoot him in-, 
stantly through the bead, but if 
went with him quietly he wop Id pre¬ 
mise he should return to his tribe. 
The Indian submitted to his fate and 
White carried him in triumph 




’s creek, was out with;born of white parents, that 
General Rogers Clarke. The'small boy, the Indians 
General being in want of intelligence settlement, killed all the 
M to the future plans of the enemy, his elder brother, wboesca 
qnd being desirous of obtaining infor- the onset, and took 

out White by himself to 
an Indian. White 


matt on 




He described the 
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SENATE. 



The Constitution lays off the Senatorial District as follows:— 

Brooke, Ohio, Tyler, and (Marshall,) I»—Mononialia, Preston and Rm< 
dolph, 1,—Harrison, Lewi* and Wood, 1,—Kanawha, Mason, Gabel!, Lo¬ 
gan, Nicholas,-(1Fayette,.Jackson,) 1 ,—Greenbrier, Monroe, Giles, .JkfMt- 

f mery, and (Floyd,) 1,—Tazewell, Wythe, Grayson, and jSmyth.) 1,-.. 

< ashington, Scott, Lee, 1 ,— Berkley, Morgan, ana Hampshire, I,*.Fni. 

eirick, Jefferson, !,— Shenandoah, Hardy, and (Page,) 1,—Rockingham, 

and Pendleton, 1 , —Augusta, Rockbridge, 1 , —Alleghany, Bath, Pochahon. . 

! as, and Botetou rt, f ,-^Loudoun, and Fairfax, 1Fauquier, and Prince .Wil¬ 
liam, 11,.Stafford, King George, Weitmoreland, Richmond, Lancailnr, and 

Northumberland, 1,—Culpeper, Madison,' Orange, and (Rappahumock,) 

i,...Albemarle, Nelson, and Amherst, 1,—Fluvanna, Goochland, Louisa, 

and Hanover, 1,.Spottsylvania, Caroline, and Essex, 1,.King lit. Ilmen, 

King William, Gloucester, Mathews, and Middlesex, 1, . —Accomack, 

Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Warwick, and City of Williamsburg, 
1,—Charles City, James City, New Kent, Henrico, and City ot Richmond, 

lit,-. -Bedford, and Franklin, 1,— Buckingham, Campbell, and Cumberland* 

III,; .Patrick, Henry, and Pittsylvania, 1,— Halifax, and Mecklenburg, .1,-4* 

Charlotte, Lunenburg, Nottoway and Prince Edward, I,.Amelia, £*ow- 

liatan, Chesterfield, and Town of Petersburg, 1,.Brunswick, Duiwiddie, 

fiiil Greensville, 1,.Isle of'Wight, Pffnpe George, Southampton, Surry, 

and Sussex, 1,—Norfolk, Nansemond, Princess Anne, and borough ot 
Norfolk, 1 . 


QThose counties in brackets have been created since the Constitution, from porUsns 
districts to which they have been assigned. - 

The arrangement of the counties into Congressional Districts sjuee the last census, 
after the District of Columbia. 




tit jTRicT 



The sixteenth danse of the eighth section of the first Article of thlt 
Constitution of the United States gives to Congress the power 
“To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over sue li dis¬ 
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession Of particular states; 
and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of government of the 
United States ”—In pursuance of this poweT General Washington, by 
authority from Congress, after gfeat research and observation selected tliiii 
jfesent District of Columbia, as the site for the metn lit of this Great 
Empire of Confederated Republics. It was ceded in 1790 iky the states of 
Virginia and Maryland to the United States, and became the seat of govern 
mem. in 1800. 

If lies upon both banks of the Potomac, in form an exalt sqfiare of (0 
ztiile* containing of courne 100 jpfuare miles, or 64,000 acres. Two of If* 
rides rum in a N. E. and 8- W. ejirection,—at right angles to the Other two 
running in a 8. E. and N. W. direction. It’ extends in lint.- from 38° 4§* 
30” to 38° 58' N. nearly; and fbe long, of the capifol (which we assume 
ns zero with respect to all other places in this country) has been found by 
accurate astronomical calculations (o' be with reference to Greenwich, the 
English point of reference, 76° 55’ 30" west. 

The District on the Virginia side is bounded by the county of Fairfax, 
and on the Maryland,—by Prince George county on the S. E. and Mont¬ 
gomery county on the N. W. 

TKe location of the District having been determined on, the first stone to 
ftttfrk its 'boundary was set in Joners Point, the uppermost cupe of Hunting 
creek, on the 15th of April, 1791, in presence of a large concourse of 
spectators. Of the 100 miles square included in the District, 36 lying south 
of fhe Potomac, and included in the comity of Alexandria, were ceded by 
Virginia. A strip 10 miles long, by abodt 8 broad lying ft. of the Potomac 
and comprehended in Waabington county was ceded by Maryland. 

The surface of the District is gently undulating, affording fine sites for 
the cities within its limits. In a commercial view its situation is highly fit** 
torable. Ship of any draught can be navigated to Alexandria, and those 
of very considerable size to the Navy Yard on the East brand of the Po¬ 
tomac, at Washington The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, trod the fine 
t ids which the government has made in every direction, also contribute 
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ry, presenting n landscape, i 
of tlie finest quality abound, 
and the Eastern Branch of 



every where. 





Potomac on the 

west. 












COY 

of great 

cap «# * w _ 

, and the Eastern 
on the south,—and Four 

the District. 

The Potomac' presents a vast sheet flowing from 
ed from Fort Washington,—with the mouth of the 

main stream on the right,—-and the opening 

the appearance of a great i 

river. 

The composition of the soil on the banks of the Potomac and tie Eastern 
Branch, is a deep alluvial —rich and various—accumulated from the depo- 

successive ages,—and the gradual retreat of the waters. Frag- 
f primitive rocks, pyrites, gravel, sand, shells and decayed ve- 

are mingled together. 

The soil generally near the river is fertile and productive, elsewhere ra¬ 
in, and sometimes sandy; but susceptible of great improvement 
The most forbidding and barren looking with ordinary attention, and by 
the use of manure and gypsum, may be fertilized to an extraordinary de¬ 
gree.. 

With such a soil, nothing is wanting but enterprise and perseverance to 
fcbange the face of nature from a barren waste, to a blooming garden, and 
one would think that a market of sufficient extent to stimulate to the requl* 
site exertion was presented almost at the very doors of the former and hor¬ 
ticulturist;—if indeed the facilities for water transportation afforded by the 
Etatomac and its. branches do not bring the more distant, but more fertile 
|fortioii8 of Virginia and Maryland into injurious competition. 

The Rock creek lands are of a light, loamy nature,' with a substratum 
hlay. 

The staple produce of the country is the same with that grown in the 

ing portions of Virginia and Maryland, viz: tobacco, wheat, Indian 
torn, fruit, and the esculent roots. 

There is near the District, on Acquia creek, an extensive quarry of free¬ 
stone, and on the Seneca one of beautiful variegated marble, or pudding 
I tone from which the columns in the Hall of the House of Representatives 


















The composition of the city low grounds, lying below the 

Halorama and to the margin of the Potomac, 
have been reclaimed but recently. 

memory of many now living, seines have 
handsome stores now stand, in the 
Avenue in which most business is now carried on, 
jand 1 Oth 

T 

-a part 

Eastern 
part 

draining these swamps have been recently limited to a com- 
, but their existence lias still an injurious effect upon 
inhabitants residing in their vicinity. This fact is clearly 
inproveinent of the health of all situated in the vicinity 
grounds from the centre market to Capitol Hill. 
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Pieces 
the surface 
trees, 
sire 




fifty feet below 
limbs of 
In exten* 
near lEllin- 





are often discovered 
f several 
been found at a 
limbs of trees 
City, and traced for a 
>f stone that compose the wa 
saves of trees, and ligneous 
have sometimes shrunk, 
surface of the soil some curiosities 
Round stone vessels in the 
axes are sometimes picked up. 

excellent preservation was found on the form of Mr. Dunlop 

, Md.—find is yet in his possession. Points of dart% 
ieaas oi stone, Used in Indian warfare are met with in many 
District In some ancient records an Indian fort is mentioned^ 
on the banks of the Eastern Branch, not far from the spot on 
owder magazine is now located,—but there are now m traces 
be found. 

The temperature of the water of the city springs, when brought to the 
rface of the earth at midsummer may be set down at 58° of fahrenheit,— 

_ 0 balybeate at 64 °,— ind the stTeam of the Potomac at 85°, 

and the water in the hydrants in Pennsylvania Avenue generally, where 
uic pipes are sunk to a proper depth, at 56°, though it may issue from the 

fountain at 58°. 





GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY. 


A few years ago a correspondent of a New York print, {generally iindet- 
stood to be an intelligent member of Congress) took a glance at some of the 
prominent geological features of this District; and although there be some 
imagination in the sketch, yet, there is enough of science to justify its inset* 
tion. 

obvious, £»ys he to the most careless observer, that over the site of 
the Capitol of the United States, and the country far mtottid, the waves of 
the ocean once rolled, and that these fields, now quietly tilled by the planter, 

from beneath it by some tremendous convulsion, 
of this nation are now canvassed, and our 
they may provide lor the perpetuity of our re 
their schemes, points to the period when 
over the spot; and no human being conceived 

to hide it forever, 
anrtaztng changes are numerous 
strata of earth; by the rounded stones, 
other on the am shore; and by 
without analysis, instruct us 
In many of the stones found even 
npressions of marine shells. The lime of which these 
shells were constituted, has been decomposed, and has vanished, or been 
incorporated with the general mass, which, when broken, exhibits the con¬ 
cave and convex surfaces of the marine substance, and the vacant space pro¬ 
duced by the slow waste of ages not now to be numbered. These stone® 
are of various composition, some beini? exceedingly hard, and others soft* 
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sandstone, or what mm 



oxide 



. It be- 
for brick 



primitive 
Orders 
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and others tavjftjj the character of the coarse 
I think erroneously be* n called granular-quartz. 

■ The material of the soil is clay, discolored b 
eom'es fixed by fire, and no place mn boast 
mi,king. 

- ■ ■ Bock creek, and its immediate vicinity, is 
formation and the tertiary ; from Rock creek up 
of the stream is pregnant with primkive rocks in situ at 
tffce excerption of a few small pieces of alluvial roil here 
valley of ‘t|i© river. This is the case for twenty mile* or more, when the 
flXNuMry changes to old mi mmAmme « wMeh eoniinuea 20 or 25 miles far l "- 
ther ap the river, with occjimoiibI ridges of brecat or pudding stoae> 

'itself-in'various places along the smiley below and above Mono. 

mils, however, east of the entrance of Rock creek into the 
Potomac, on the southern point of the city, near the Glasshouse;- fliii final 
temdnation of the priAiitivu roeksthat line the bed and banks of tlie Poto¬ 
mac ibo^ clearly takes, pkee* In digging wells beyond this pouif, rocks 
Of stones seldom obtrude; the alluvial son every where p»evails.---R©ck 
creek separates the primitive from tbs alluvial son. In the former gneiss 
Abounds, which is succeeded by the amphibolic rock our grunstein. ( The 
gneiss contains stnal 1 crystalised tubes of magnetic iron, veins of foldspaih 
and quartz of opaque white color. The rock of the Great Falls oi tho 
Potomac consists chiefly of micaceous schist,- of H&uy, 

iiiir glimmer adtiefer of the Germans, and contains grains of iron which 
itbuct the magnetic needle. The stone, with which the basins of the Po¬ 
tomac canal are lined, is a species of sandstone (gris) similar to that known 

die name of gris. des mouOfiora [sandstone of coal.beds.] _ The rock 

ployed; to form" the foundation or base of the houses of Washington, is a 
flpteiosof gneiss, composed ef feldspath, quarts and mica, of a leafy tex- 

tasa,-owing to the abundance and disposition of the mica. It confiuns priori. 

five sulphurous iro&—and. also panicles of the same metal, which are at¬ 
tracted oy the needle. At Fort Washington there is a ferruginous _ clay, 
known hyiha name of bol, which is employed to dye cloth and thread, of a 
widish coIot. . TUmtetniee, when .heated, attracts the magnetic needle. 
The moulds of petrified shells of the geous area weighing several pounds, 
have-been du^.up at this place. 

' : * -Bobinson; m his catalsgn* of Americant mineralogy, furnishes the follow- 
fagfor 'tbs .District of Columbia: 

shores of the Eastern branch of the 
email, nodules,—Hornstone, contain in 

-three miles north from 
cryrtaJ® of quartz,—fine 
n-^in gneiss—lignite and 
ing wells. Iron ore—in 
masses on the surface — 
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tleated by tie b 
adjoining parts 
or cold seasons, 
Jefferson says, t 
of the Potomac, 


f ihe winters, 
la 1780, Mr. 

. to tie mouth 
a the nearest 
tcross, m that 


: bay was solid ice from 
is, where it is 5i miles 
ms i to ? inches thick 
In January, ,-1772, the 


rapidly improving. The District is mow seldom visited • with the foi 
severe winters, of which our early settles* so feelingly complained. Fi 
as well as America, in its uncultivated state, Jmd hard winters.— Ip the 
of Julius Cinsar, the Rhine wms frozen Dver, at 1 neither the. olive-, no 
yine was then cultivated. -A Gallic.winter, onee prorerbially^aevere, is 


Horae*, 


mountains near Rome were covered with anew. . 

" 'The climate of Britain, however, is a feutarkaide exception? it appntt, 
in our days, to” continue as it urns, in the times of Tacitua, moist; cloudy 
and rainy.—So. we are encouraged, on the authority of-.the ancient* to took 
forward to a progressive improvement and material mitigations on the rigors 
©f winter, when our soil shall be more generally oper dby cultivation; W 
may not then be tortured with those extremes of heatsndsoM, under winch 
we now labor, varying from 18° below sens, to 98 a abmrc;.'af latoenlieit -.* 
In summer, the District is visited with.ftequent -thiu I irghsts*.though, eA 

the whole they are beneficial, as they tend ■ Ur fmrlfy the.aSrimsphere, iiiiil 

mitigate the sukrjhciss-of- the season, which is c «n m ofjfwpi rcp'ns jrithfai 
the tropics. The most remarkable of these' temp - or tocnwldes: occurred 
in June, 1811, and August, 1814;. during the former, large, hailstones 
weighing three or four ounces, foil, mA 'destroyed evetj.jpam 'of ftass on 
the north side of the houses in Alexandria an Lin tbs latter instance, wmf 
houses were blown down-and treeedaid fiMfratuahhttflthe taiitr (if Un 
British, who at that time held for 24 hour* the oocupatien of the city, * >. 

We have po doubt that the degree of caloric Ji otmsidershh Marneed. 
since the forest* trees -were cut doi»n?«OTfxom«idns^aiii mifo gthnelled 
avenues formed: the difference of temp leratant iitfavbr of the forest *hade 
iif, by some philosophers, reckoned at.on#-fifth Ims than on an; open space. 
Bordering as the District does on so many ivatenminrees, it may.be nataraltjr 
presumed, that its inhabitants, in the summer months,.are-not fcee from the 
annoyance of insects. The musquetoe is the .most formidable of this de¬ 
scription ; but houses on an elevated site, or with a thorough dmof M of ok, 

i. On the tow grounds, and. on the borders 
chiefly of uatic origin, m swarm of *ye- 
.ppc^ ance; musquetoe curtains, JbcfiP mg{ so 
very seldom required for the comforts of the 

. that the sudden changes of the atmosphere, 
s, they may harden the loiy^pii with the 
5t and spring, colds, coughs rheumatic ifFec- 


are seldom t 
of swamps, < 
rious descrip 
common in < 
bed chamber 


tions,^-and 











tie District 
more ’ so. than 
of inhabitants 



healthy, if not 
an equal number 


ABORIGINES, 





In 

streams 
occupied the 





District we have 
attempt to explore the 
n*as made by Smith. Forty principal and 
shores of Virginia and Maryland at the time, of 

Monacans were the chief. The 
from the shores of the Chesapeake to the Patuxent in 

the Monacans on the territory contiguous 
The Shawmneea probably inhabited that 
land which lies between the Patuxent and the Patapsco rivers, and from 

e tp the Alleghanies. The Susquehanocks, it is believed, 
e banks of the Susquehannah in Harford county, Maryland, 







lived 





Inwards the westward, penetrating considerably "into Pennsylvania. The 
Fockwocks and Nanticokes possessed’ Kent, Queen Anns and Talbot 
counties, Maryland, from the Sassafras river to the Choptank ; and the lat¬ 
ter tribe, Dorchester and Somerset counties. 

The Af&q&hoacs and Monacans were in alliance with each other, and 
waged a confederate and perpetual war against the Powhatan®. It is pro¬ 
bable, and it is generally admitted, that they were occupiers of the terri¬ 
tory which forms the present District of Columbia. The Manahoacs, it is 
asserted by Colden, afterward assumed the name of Tuscaroras, deserted 
their country in Virginia about 1712, and f repairing to the west, joined 
the Iroquois. In 1669, when a census was taken, it was found th 
slity-two years, one-third of their number were wanting. The v 
the foot of the Capitpl Hill, washed by the Tiber creek, the Potomac and 
the Eastern Branch, it is stated on the authority of some ot the early 
settlers, was periodically visited by the Indians; who named it their fishing 
ground, in contradistinction to their hunting ground; and that they assetr' 
bled there in great numbers in the spring months to procure fish Green- 
lieFs Point was the principal camp and the residence of the chiefs, where 
councils were held among the various tribes thus gathered together. The 
~ J of the location of the National Legislature, so near 

house of an Indian nation, cannot fail to excite 
flections in the mind of the intelligent reader. It is hi 
General Washington was acquainted with this tradition. 

POPULATION. 
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Increase in ten years, 9,930 

“ 9,060 

M 6,819 
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the United States i 
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ALEXANDRIA. 


iff 


executive 
and 




mu mci 



Mayor 



Judiciary—Circuit Court . 





Francis 
Alex. 





Epmpsd J. 
The Chief 



Washington, 

“ “ Assistant, 

44 Georgetown, “ 

Washing ion, Attorney, 

Marshall , 
Clerk, 

“ Alexandria, Clerk, 
ge of the Circuit Court holds aiso 

OrpA#?* 1 # Court . 


II 

II 

II 



I* 

II 



Sam pel Chase, 0/ Washington, Chief Judge, Salary, $1,000 

Henry N^ai., 44 44 Register , Fees, Arc. 

Christopher Neal, 44 Alexandria, Judge, 44 $800 

Alexander Moore, 44 44 Register ,* Fees, Ate. 

The Circuit Court for the District is held at Washington, on the first 
in May and December, and at Alexandria on the second Mon* 
day in April and the first Monday in November. The District Court 
held on the first Monday in Jane and November. 

ALEXANDRIA* 



Alexanpria originally called 
Beliiaven, a Post Town and Sea 
Port , situated on the western bank of 
river Potomac, near the head of 



Four members of the Council are an* 
nually elected in each of the 4 wards 

into which the City is divided, and 
the Mayor is elected every year bjj 
tide water, on the south corner of thejihe Council. The political situation 
District, 6 miles south of the City of] of Alexendria in common "with the 

other portions of the District of Co-. 

A . ■ . • • 

lumbia is singnlar. The President 
of the United States is the Governor 
and Congress, the Legislature of the 


Washington, and! 180 ms. from the 
ocean. The meridian of Washing¬ 
passing* through the Capitol, 
es the ceptral part of Alexandria, 

—Lai. of Alexan- 


near 3' to the E. 

N. 

principally in 
Columbia, but a small 
in the state of Virginia. 

in 1779 by the 
that part of it 
District was 
Government in 
nia, enacted 
time, still remain in 
force in the town and county of Alex¬ 
andria, except those which have been 
repealed by Congress. The muni¬ 
cipal government consists of a Coun-jeach other at 
dl of 16 representatives and a Mayor l generally well 



1801. The 
previous to 



District, but the people 
nor are their 
heard, in any of 
of the country, 
the United States, 
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view 


a valley 
terror is 
direction by lofty 
To the north he 
Washington,—the 
beautiful columns, 
towering dome, form* 
icuous object; to the 
translucent expanse 
opens upon him, with 
lyin| like a white 
margin, oppotite to 
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• Barrels. Half Barrel*. 

The inspection of flour in 1829, was 1T8,874,' '5,790 

1830, " 166,386, ** 6,385 

i 831, « ^ 206,294*, “ 6,001 . ; : 

Besides an extensive trade with the eastern ports Of the United States, the 
exports to foreign countries for the last 3 years; were In amount a a. follows; 

1829, - * - ' - $687,259 

1830, - - * ■ 628442 ■ 

1831, - - * *• - 864,484 

On the 31st of December "1831 the Idea r revenue from the town of Alex* 



Andrian during the period above men. 

tinned, to upward# of four millions 
dollars. 

Religious akd Moral 
T iojfs, Manufactories, 

There are in this town 9 houses of 
public worship, 2 'Episcopalian, 2 



tonnage belonging to the town 1 was 
8,230 tons, and it is still imifeasir? \ 

There are 3 Bank* in 'Alexandria 

with an aggregate capital of one - mil¬ 
lion, seven hundred thousand dollars, 
find 3 incorporated insurance compa¬ 
nies. The amount of real estate is 
§ises$ed at two millions seven hundred Presbyterian, l Friends’, 2 Metha- 
thousand dollars; and according to (list, 1 Catholic and 1 Baptist There 
authentic information from the treasu- is also a philosophical 
ry department of the United States, An incorporated Libra 
tne town paid into the treasury from about 4,000 volumes, ft 
fhe 31st of December 1791 to the 3isi uted by an association 

and other minora 
stitution, an 
house and 
sionary and 
colonization 
ciety for 


December 1829 inclusive, on account 

millions, seven hun- 
seven thousand, one 
Jiundred and sixty one dollars and 
twenty seven cents,—on account of the 




post office, one 



and 
in 

sand, one 
and seventy 
internal revenue 
curqtely awertalued 





and seventy 
three dollars 
for direct tax 

thou- 

dolkrs 

amount of|poor in 

ac- 

theibread 








condition of 
society for fur- 
to the indms- 
several for sup* 
and fuel to tfie 
are several 
, where ship 
made equal to 



foundry upon a -large scale, with m 
manufactory of steam engines and va- 
rious machinery for cotton factories, 
Jlse. and several manufactories of se- 
gars, on an extensive scale. Alexan- 




& c«d- a handsome market 
bouse, at which a markc la hdd. eve¬ 
ry morning. It is generally well 
supplied ■ with meats, fish, fruits and 
vegetables in their season. In the 
fatter part of the spring, wild straw¬ 
berries' abound in the adjacent coun¬ 
try, mi are brought in great quanti¬ 
ties to market. Over . the mar 
house in the Court-house, clerk’s of¬ 
fice# council chamber, towft hall and 
library; and in the Upper Story . of the 
same ouilding an extensive. and - well 
arranged Museum. Over the centre 
of tills building is a steeple in which 
iiiijii excellent clock tells the hours on 
a bell, that weighs fifteen hundred 


fry* *i 

ties l 
house 


There is a bearding school for 

young men, in which the languages, 
mathematics, philosophy, and..every 
useful branch of education is taught. 

A part of the course consists of a se- 


app&ratua. 
ichools for 

ranches; Of 
ration, and 
mg ladies 


There, are also boarding schools for 
young ladies, conducted by ladies, in 
which are taught all the branches of 
polite and fashionable education, and 
a boarding school for younjj ladies 
under .the charge of Four Sisters of 
Charity from mmittsbarg, in the 
state of Maryland. This institution, 
though but lately established, and.i 
yet completed, is in a flourishing con¬ 
dition. When finished it will have 
connected with it an orphan asylum. 
There are also in Alexandria, free 
schools for children of both sexes, and 
about 30 other schools, exclusive of 
Sunday schools. In the vicinity of 
Alexandria is established a Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Seminary on 
an elevated situation, commanding an 
extensive &nd delightful view of the 
District of Columbia, the river Poto¬ 
mac and the surrounding . country. 
This institution at .present occupies 
two -Jafge four*, story buildings, hav¬ 
ing, spree - enough between them fojf 
the erection of a centra structure. 


« 

Poptdafioit of Alexandria at different, pertedt/ 


Pcjw 

Free white : 


tion 1810— 


f s > i . 


Do. Females, 


2 , 53 # 

2,378 


Total white population 




All persons 
Slaves, 



not taxed. 




Total population 




1 In 182®— 
Free white males 
Do. Femal 
Foreigners not na 



% 

Total white po 




2,667 

2,948 

153 

5,768 


D. lit 4 


Goo»?le 
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free colored 



Steves, 




* 


A m §uni fo rward. 

- * 461 

- 707 

606 

- ' -■ 820 



Males. 
2,712 
•565 
• 462 


Total 


Females. 

2,969 

816 

739 




, 371 



Internal Improvements.-— A may appear almost incredible. The 



Canal "in now in progress, which will 

probably bring a great accession of 

usiness to thi* town. This canal is 

designed to continue the Chesapeake 

and Ohio Canal to- Alexandria,, and 
■ . . % f 

Will 'be • connected with that .great 

work • by a - magnificent aqueduct 

thrown across the river Potomac, int- 

mediately above Georgetown^ The 
rpendicular descent -from the arur- 
ce of the river, above the Little 
Falls to tide‘water, is about 36 feet, 
jind as the canal-will be brought on-a 
level from the' head of the Falls to 
Alexandria; it is obvious.that at the 
latter place, it will afford Water power 
for manufactories -to a very great ex¬ 
tent.- Towards the construction of 
the Alexandria'canal, the government 
of the United Stawis hag* appropriat¬ 
ed 11166,000. This*city is connected 
With 'the interior of the state of Vir- 

several turnpike road*, 
wn which the principal part of the 
fine.?as brought thaf comes to market; 
and there aVe 8 steartiboats that regu¬ 
larly ply between this and other ports, 

arrive and depart 


requently obtained at 
mil i 





several 
daily. - 
Fisheries. 




Alexandria m the 
District of Co- 
principal marts 
of-thc Boto- 
mention, that 
■ quantities of 
taken, which 


number of shad 

a haul is 4,000 and upwards, and.of 
herrings front 1 to 300,000.. In the 
spring, of 1832, there were taken in 
one seine at one.draught, a few more 
than 950,000 accurately -counted 

The prosecution ol the numerous fish. 

eriee gives. employment to ill large 

number of -labo rerii* and affords a m op. 

portunity to the poor la lay in at .very 
reduced - prices, food enough to last 
their families during the whole-year. 
The - shad and herrings of* the Poto¬ 
mac are transported by land, to all 
parts of the country, to. which there is 
a convenient access from the river; 
[and they are also shipped to various 
ports in the United Slates and West 
Indies. The lowest prices at winch 
{these fish sell when just taken, are 
25 cents per .thousand for herrings, 
and $1 50 -per hundred for shad, but 
they generally bring higher prices, 
often §1 50 per thousand tor the form¬ 
er, and from S3 to 
the latter,-— in the 
sbn a single 
8 pounds, is 
District for 6 cents 
ever, are 
fully, that 
hauled on 
want of purchasers, 
he formed of the 
fisheries from l 
meni:— 



hundred for 

sea- 






or 
for 

ome idea may 
o of 

a state- 


Has * # 

Number 


*1 



about 


m 


m 


1 50 
6,500 



4LEX4PDRI4. 


11 


Number 





similar circumstances, 
to cure the fish,- 
contain the fish. 






eaten at the best 
cured, they are 








and are most highly flavored when 

2 years in salt. 
Potomac river can boast of the 

fisheries in the United 
advantages of the her¬ 
ring fisheries, she divides with some 
other rivers of the south, but it is 
equalled by none, unless it be the 
etrnnna. 

Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal be continued to the Ohio river, 
it is obvious that the fisheries of the 
Potomac will be of great advantage 
to t he country west of the Alleghany 
mountains, in supplying in great 
abundance a delicious and valuable 
aTticie of food of which its waters 
are entirely destitute. Taken into 
view the vast number of fish mnnu- 
ally caught, and the probable in¬ 
crease in the demand, one might be 
led to fear that the supply will at 
h beexhausted,—however ample 
the present time, hut when we re¬ 
flect that the spawn from an exceed- 

number will generate into 

of fish, such a 
is at once done away; the qnaa- 
thy is now very great and incraas- 

t next to the 
Norn Scotk her- 
is by far more 
found elsewhere 













450 

1,350 

22,500,000 

750,000,000 
995,000 
i96*000 


supply is 

latter part of the winter 
mrin g, great 

fiah, weighing from 25 to 
are taken in seines, iunt above the 

| salts and brought 
the District of Columbia. ^ About fl 
years since there were taken lit one 
of the fisheries on the Virginia side 
of the river, about 3 miles beleftr 
Washington,* at one draught of the 
seine, four bund red a iwl fifty rock fish 
averaging sixty pounds each, as ill 
well attested, and was recorded in the 
newspapers of the day. Sturgeon 
also abounds in the Potomac, ana are 
of enormous size weighing from ?ll! 
to 150 pounds, ill some places till 
are considered a great delicacy, as 
the James, the Potomac, and the Hu4* 

eon riven,— .while on the Delaware 

they are considered worthiest-.Md 
scarcely eaten. The sturgeon comet 
up the Potomac twice year, which 
is in the months of May and August, 

up tD thft very fix* of the 
it fftUe, and. is taken in the 
est quantity within the . District, tn 
times of fret hats in the strong water 





winter 

fish is small, 
of the large white 
Sail of moderate 
line, and of carp 
lit at certain seasons 


America, 
fall, and 

Of good 

principally 
and rock 
with the 


between Georgetown and 
They are taken either in 
with large meshes, or 
niatisly contrived 
hut by a curious 
pierce him on 
land so deeply 
bring him in, 
great size 
mode of 
lieved to 





&Uk 

nets. 

ne- 

baited, 
pared to 
certainly 
him aid 

I lie 

this latter 

•• itujgeon is hi- 
Potomac.f 






•The noted ishery called the Stcamojuc 
Landing, belonging to Gen. Ma». 
t“ The hook is made of stout, well-tem- 
iron, Mtealy pointed .aai ferae 
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Water Fowr.—The celebrity of;necessary. In the following account 
the water fowl of the Potomac, and we have availed ourselves largely 
the scarcity of information upon the of the information contained fender 

subject, render an article upon them the “Water Fowl*” m a useful little 

_ - - - — — -- —■— - — —-■—-——— - — 


With steel, is about thirty inches in length, the line touching the fish, consequently 
faint at the lower end, and much in the that part of the stem of the hook attache® 
way with ordinary' fish-hooks, in propor- to the line reaches the fish, with the barb 
tionately larger dimensions, and so as to part turned from it, and as the back Of.the 
jdace the barb on the inside of the curva- slam is drawn on, being circular, only * 
tprei but the stem, or that part to which small part of it at a time is in eoniact with 
the. line is attached, and which is about the fish: but at a certainpoint of this cos* 
tVtenty-fbnr inches long, instead of being tact, nehr the middle or tBb entrance m 
straight, is bent nearly as the segment of the curve, the weight, from its potiiwt 
a- Circle, the diameter of which would be below, and the facility with which the 
equal to the length of the hook~to this stem plays in the open loop r ao operate* aa 
circular part is attached an iron weight to cause a sudden turn in the hook and to 
tylindriacallv, formed of three or four reverse the position of the barbed «.nd, 
pounds weight by a stiff loop, but roomy and throw it directly, under the'fish, with 
enough to allow the weight to slide up or po smart a tug, that it at once 


depth 


quire;, but by its superior gravity, so soon the position of the barb, it is hronghjUiip 
as it has reached the point prescribed by I directly against the belly of’the fiab»Wliiem 
the length of the line given out, it draws Is of soft skin, unprotected by the Mif 
the hoolr down In a perpendicular position shields dispersed over the back and side*, 
fat the direction of the libe, and by its So soon as the sturgeon is bung, he make* 
power of sliding on the stem ol the hook off with great strength and swiftnosj the 
adjusts .itself just qt the .bottom of this, line is plaid out tp give, him play, and the 
ahd where the curvature in the apposite little boat, if before stationary, Is east 
direction, thdt forms the hook proper, be- loose, so that when the line m outj the 
gills, by the instrumentality ot this weight boat, to which one end wag secured, is for 


fight line, the book remains, with the back his speed however presently slackens, Mr 
df the circular stem turned towards the strength exhausted, and he yields himself 
band of the fisherman that holds the other j up to be drawn in and hoisted on board, 
end of the line, and of course with the I An instance occurred nehr the little Fails 
barbed end turned from him, whether held: some years ago. of thfc strength an&powefr 
Kill, or kept in motion. !of this fish. A noted fisherman^ mfcosfc 

" Thus prepared the fisherman, some-, name is well known, had incautfofisly 
femes drags, as it is ’termed, for the star- made fist one end of the link to Us leg. 


dfcjfih; or. sometimes at anchor he lavs in above arid sometimes Under water, bat. 

his line stretched perpendicularly 1 iVbm his intrepidity and skill in fcWito- 
Ubder him, with tho hook near the bottom mihg, he was enabled to get throtrgfe (his 
-^when the fish strikes against any parseriu>us conflict Safely, tod to eoriqper 
df the line, it is so stirred by its great! the sturgeon and tow him on shore, with* 
weight as to be sensibly felt by the fisher- out the aid of his boar. It remains fd’46- 
men, who then hauls rapidly* but steadily count, as to this interesting fishing;* by 
until he feels that the hook has comei which the amateurs for spirt, as Well ds 
IP contact, and has turned suddenly in-! the more humble, for gam, are much ai- 
Ward, the barbed part towards the*fish;!traded, how it happens that the stnreon 
when by an instantaneons and strung jerk j would seem to seek, rather than avoid the 
hu'buries the barb in its body Here is; line puumt for his destruction, when thtefe 
the development of the conti ivrmce ofj is no bait about it to invite him. 
tbia hook, and here too is excited all the| Sportsmen and fishermen, to be good in 
tact of the fisherman—the hook is drawn; their way, as is known, must be* well ae- 
up as before described with the convex Iquain tea with the habits of the animal 
fiirt of tiie stem towards the fisherman, 1 they would circumvent and bring within 
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work upon the District of Columbia, 
hj Jonathan 




The summer 
ef Wilson,) is 


onsa 
of the 

numerous water fowl which frequent 
the Potomac, which breed upon its 
borders; the other® mo migratory. 
The whole tribe hat been sensibly 
diminished of late year®, by the new 
p&ethod of taking them which will 
be presently described, and the in- 
.LI eased avidity with which they am 




» supply tl 
ill, nowev 



to 

Thev are still 

consist of various spe- 

siss,*.-The swan, tbs wild goose, and 

a great variety of ducks, as the canvass 
book, the red head shovel er, the black 

food showier, tlif duc-a-maloril, the 
block dock, the' blue wing teal, the 
green wing teal t a nd the widgeon. 

"Of these, the five species first 
mentioned are what are called river 
fowl, frequenting only ihe fresh river, 
~ the last five kinds are known by 
name of marsh fowl, feeding 


are denominated drift 
circumstance of their 





die of the river, or 
water, obtaining their 
to the bottom. The 
•prig tail, although 
marshes, feed on the 
river in shallow water 
marsh fowl, by dippir 
and necks under only; 
described as marsh 


from the 
collecting in 
in the mid- 
in deep 
iving 
face and the 

the 



the mar- needing on the shore 




rivers 
uc winged 


owever, nu-j occasionally, except _ 

teal, which frequents the marshes ex¬ 
clusively, and only such m produce 

wild 





the wild oat, his favorite food. This 

■ iHt 

duck too differs from all the otheis 
ip the time and period of his visits 
to this quarter pf the country ; they 
are earlier made and of shorter du¬ 
ration : he comes about the first of 

«■ * 

September, and goes about the fieft 
of November; all the other kinds of 
duck arrive with us, as the swan 
and geese, from the. middle of Octp- 


119 the marshes bordering'her to the middle of November; and 


on the river. Again, of the river 

ibwl.the canvass - rack, the red head 

.ehpve}er, .and the black lead shoveler 



ir toils; the simple solution, in this 
e, is said to be, that it is the habit of 
iftiii! sturgeon to rub itself against any 
thing stationary that it meets with in the 
.narrow waters. 

We enn't dismiss this subject wlihoiu 
'mentioning another singular habit belong¬ 
ing peculiarly to this fish, that of...... 

eibnaVy throwing itself to a considerable 

above water, to the height pf at 



inght or ten feet, so that in tne pause 
between the ascent and descent, the whole 
Ash is seen suspended in a horizontal po- 
Atipi for a moment, in the air. I hey 

hava sometimes fallen in this way, very ! 0 f all the other 

S uch to the risque pf those on board, In 
e boats plying at the Perry in George¬ 
town, in. this District: and an un tort unate 


depart from about tie first to tfafi 
[middle of March. As to the auali- 

ti.es for the table, of these fowl, the 
young swim is considered a grant 
delicacy —while the old one is always 
hard, and without agreeable flavin*. 
The wild goose is deemed much su¬ 
perior to the tame goose. The can¬ 
vass hack, it is known, standi 
tailed in the taste of the epicure, m 
the meat delicious bird in this or any 
other country. The re' 
vcler, and the 

but little inferior to it, in tie estima 
tion of connoisseurs, in that way; an 





there is not one, when m 
dttion, that is not fine 




occurrence took place during the revolu-!of them are found in abundance 
tfonary war, productive of a most serious |the season from the immediate vj 

stfarass^a <* «***•«. *»» 

ferry-beat while crossing that river, on .i* ie salts, and some Oi them are seep 
tip lap of am American officer, who was jin both t 

* ‘ ~~ jbitually 

Tub 



-a passenger and sitting in the sturn, 

«wh violence as to break his thigh and 
occasiion his death,” 


salt and fresh water hp 

occasionally. . 

. 1 m 

was' m not. found nearer 
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than about 30 miles m 
ton : at the mouth of 
th« right bank of thi 

lowest spawning plac 



ing- a lew weeks before their departtira 
. on about the first of March, they gradis- 
his ally become thinner in flesh, and in 


river is his ally becom 
which is the the latter ] 
of the white are found 








miles below, 
floating near 
some two or 


time, 

casionally melodious songs, so loud rules the universe, in small aa wefl 
that they may be heard on a still eve- as great things, thus by abstaining, to 
ning two or three miles; there are prep.-, re themselves for the long atrial 
two kinds, so called from their res- voyage they are about to undertake; 
pective notes—the one the trumpeter, we prelend not to determine withcer- 
and the other the slooper; the trum- tainty, there is nothing more won- 
peter is file largest—and when at derful in this, than in the fact, which 
lull size, will measure from five to is notorious, that they by exercise, 
sit feet from the bill to the point of] regularly and assiduously fit them- 




ome 30 or 40 when shot, 
5 bird is seen fit for use 1 







k, and in 
irn ■ here, 
ht, that 
nothing 
whether 



lores, in flocks of this circumstance 
hundred, white as having exhausted 
and from time to sistence at their 
i sonorous, and oc- that they are tau 



means of fiuli- 
ng places, or 
hv h Ini „ vrha 


the toe, and from seven to eight feet selves for this continuous effort, to 

from the tip of one wing to the tip of bear themselves through the air to 

the other, when stretched and expand- the distance of perhaps a thousand 

fill. They are sagacious and wary, miles or leagues; large flocks are 

and depend more on the sight than seen every day rising from the; rim 

on the sense of smell. On a neck and taking a high position, flying 

nearly three feet in' length, they are out of sight and apparently moving 

enabled to elevate their head so as tq ! in a circuit to a considerable distance, 

■ 

sea and distinguish with a quick and again returning mt or near the sains, 
penetrating eye objects at a great dis- place, during the last two or three 
lance, and by means of this same weeks of their stay.® 


length of neck they feed in slack i The Wild Goose is yet mom 


tides, by immer ing, as is their habit, wary and vigilant to keep mt of 
nearly all of the body—and throwing harm’s way than the swan. He too 


only their feet and tails out, in three; is sharp sighted, but depends much 
or four feet water, and on the flatty on his sense of smell for protection; 
shores they frequent,, generally be- this is so well known to the hunts- 
jofcd gun-shot; the sportsman avail- man, that he never attempts, however 






main 





however of a peculiar! be may be concealed 
af which we shall pre-jto approach it from 
mote particularly) pre-|the wind, since he i 
them and some of the;be scented before he < 
>wl, often toll them with- gun-shot, and left to 1 
their fire: the swan re- by the sudden fligl 
he whole winter, only flock. These geete 

Qrrnnnd in spvpth vv^n- filitrhf nn ffip 1* 


1 in severe wea-j often alight 
to the open part;the herbage 
pping down into;in such nui 

Is rarely frozen. | - 

. condition soon Wf T rflaps 









flier from the frozen to the o; 
of the river, and dropping dc 
the salts where it is rarely 
They get into good conditii 
after their arrival in autumn, 

main fat until toward spring 



ould assuredly 

mid get withia 
.ment his error, 

, of the whole 
toward spring 
id and feed os 
and sometimes 
o do great in- 




1 ^Perhaps this exercise may account for 
the lean 7»*sj-~and perhaps to produce ileus 
* leanness may be a motive for the exercise. 




jury to the whe 
dors of the river 
ed they are diffi 
ways taking a f 
from cover of an 
ing in a single 
ill, sliced by a wa 
tremity, which, i 
are busilv feed 


eat fields on the bor* finds the flock advan 
r. When so employ- he is to assume, un 
Rcult of approach, al- horse, at about what 
portion at a distance ing in oblique lines,} 
ny kind—find march* within gun-shot of 
5 and extended rank being settled in hk 



f t and by*that, 
cover of the 


omt, eacn mov- 
will be brought 
lem. All mis 








in a 


• e 



tch goose at each ex- mences his movement, fir 
while all the others taken off the saddle and ti< 
ling and advancing bridle, so as to show as lit 
Is down among the sible of it, he then, with 1 
erect, keeping pace one hand, and the other on 
les, his eye and nose f places himself on the si< 
as to convey to him! horse opposite to the garni 











the earliest intelligence of the pre-j placed behind the forelegs of the 
Bence of an enemy, though at a great I horse, and his body so. bent'as to be 
distance; and the moment such is concealed by the shoulder and neck. 
perceived, it is communicated to the'of the horse: in this constrained al- 
whole company by certain tones used‘tit tide, he urges his faithful coadjutor 
for. alarm, and immediately is res-:slowly in the direction fixed on, al* 
ponded to by a halt and the lilting of lowing him every now and then to ■ 
heads, and an instant flight, or a do--stop and regale himself on the young 
liberate return to feeding takes place,; wheat or the herbage over which hp . 
according as the nature of the dan*' is making his way. The geese, ac* H 
gor,. after the examination may be’eustomed to find the domestic a oh 
considered. In the progress of this mals, and none more com.mop than 
march the centincls on the flanks are the horse, pasturing on the fields they . 
regularly relieved at intervals' oflfrequent—see in his approach no. 
some fifteen or twenty minutes, they cause of alarm—and if due -precau* . 
foiling carelessly into the feeding}lion has been taken to guard.against 
ranks, aud others taking in theirUhe snuffing* of the taint of man, .' 

? lace the tour of duty on their march, j which there is no question thaLna- . 

n this arrayed state, they are attacked, ture has taught him readily to distin- 
with great difficulty by the gunner ;;guish, he arfives El due time within - 
Ibis only chance of approach, is bv the deadly reach, and maneuvering & 
meftns of a horse trained for'the'pur- while to get a raking fire, presently. 

jposc-.-iind much precaution is used deals out destruction on the 'thus cir« . 

m this petite giierre. He first, cumvented troop. But to attain the ! 
on perceiving the flock feeding in an!object, great patience and endurance 
extensive field—and on none other 1 are necessary. Hours are consumed 


position 


will they commit themselves—recon t in taking and keepi 

noitres the locale, and takes cogni-jwith the requisite a 
zance of the direction of the wind— have been assured by 
he then having observed the course who has been an exp 
of march, enters the field at a point man in these regions 
so remote, as at the same time to es- self gone through th 
cape close scrutiny, and place his feet, Benumbed Hands, 





cape dose scrutiny, and p 
game in such a relative siti 
him, as that he lias the wii 
is, be the air light or strong, 
blow frotn them toward him 
from him toward them. N 
to estimate by the pee at \ 


: tune to es- sell gone tnrougn tne oraeal oJ wet 
: place his feet, Benumbed Hands, bare head, awl 
situation to this crooked position of the body for 
wind,—that several hours, on a stretch* watching 
ig,—it is'to under the neck of the horse, with 
im, and not snatched glance, the bearing M the 
Next km is centinels, and on the aligkle*t ini kn¬ 
it which faeition'of sutjncioh, setting the horse to 
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feed, wit h 

disposed 
posed to 
other 




so 

as not be ex- 
vision from the 
suspicion was 







the duck tribe, 
as well on account 
, as their supe- 
be placed in the 
mil class. They breed, as is sup- 
ed, on the borders of the northern 

Hudson bay, they come 
to us periodically, as has been before 

north, and what is re- 
have never before been 
visit, unless rarely and in 
numbers, any other than the 

sape 

these, of late years, tney have con¬ 
fined themselves entirely to the Po¬ 
tomac and the Susquehannah. For¬ 
merly they frequented also James 
fiver, but for .the last thirty or forty 
years have deserted that river alto¬ 
gether ; they were called shelf-drake 
there —as they were in those days in 
file Potomac the white duck —on the 
fSuaquehftnoah, the canvass hack; but 
latterly the name of canvass back has 
jieen given to them on both these last 
pamed rivers, where they are now 
only known. It is well ascertained 
that they feed an the bulbous root of 

which grows on the flats in 


and 

can vass 
his annual visit 

, that 




carp-fish ceased 



present, 
owed to saake 
riviere #|]i| It 

same ’» me t m 
frequent it, add 






indeed it is affirmed, that this fifth is 
only found in the rivers, to which 
that duck resorts, 
so, it must be,, 
by the same 

V 

grass in question 
quality, suits 
fish. 

“The canvass 
to 10 feet water; 
diver, and with 
agility, seizing. 



this really l«t 

are enticed 
food,, of that till 
lipipis. other 

the carp 





it probably 
ss the grafts. 


in frorafi 
tii expert 
strength and 

near the 


waters of the Chesapeake —agd afjboUom, eradicates the grafts,' brings it 

up root and brainch to the fifarlace, 
where he bites off the root, (which is 

bulbous, white and about four tenths 

of an inch across, and six tenths long;) 
and eating that only, leaves the long 
herbaceous pan to float on the water. 

“Very frequently there are found 
feeding among these fowl, the Balo 
Fall Duck; he has not the power 
of djviog entirely under water m 
search of his food, and here tie is 
employed in watching the rising of 
the canvass back, and in snatching 
the grass from his grasp, much to 
his annoyance,— .and though the bald 



PW s® 

craws 
color 


face is the smaller duck, as he is 





sprightly and active, he often 
coeds' to got hold before the other 


1 : 

we 





water of these rivers, be- 
always found in their 
which has very much the done more than put 
flavor of garden celery; water, and to 
, that is attributed, and with the prize, 
correctly, the peculiarly! root and all,) but 
delicious taste of their flesh. j tents himself with 

said that during a remark-;among the 
winter some forty odd years 

prevailed a 
northwest, and 
water from the 
it froze to 



®m» 















ago 

long time 
Mown so much 
fiats 
tlie 
this 

when k broka up mi was floated o 
in the spring, it fore the whole of it 
up by the roots 



devouring their 
part of the 
tore ground 
the 

Mason’s 




iuj mi 

long tops of!tv-five miles 
in the ice, that 





the 
he corn- 
about 
and 
grossly 
favorite paa- 
canvftss back ciirii 
veen Crane and 
first about twen- 
Washington, and 
District of Co- 
George Town,* 




♦When this 
led, usually 





river sft.eon- 
January, tb* art drir- 
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“Of late 
crease of 
pursuit, and 
mgi they have 
iiftoe driven 
their 
But in 

bridge across 



because of 
constantly in the 
quantity of craft fly- 

reat mea- 



in-;fcw minutes, to fire on detached par¬ 
ties, small in number, until a good 
portion of the flock has placed itself 
well huddled together, in the desired 






are seldom, 
above the 

m 

river at Washing- 
lower down, and 
wider, when 


beds ofj position. 






ee, 


ifhefe the river 

night, ot when they have 
feeding during the day, 
the midst of it in such 
numbers as literally to cover acres 

they resort to the 
they separate in a 
But yet are found thus em¬ 
ployed in flocks of many hundreds, 
mmi sometimes thousands. Until 
irfftfim the last five and twenty yeatos, 
this game was obtained in no other 
rt&y than 1::r;|r shots from the land, and 
If' was therefore, an object of great 
Ibtereat and sport with the amateur- 
£uri-ners. 

“The positions opposite to their 

feeding* places were knowfi, slight 

blinds of brush wood were thrown up 
€i* the edges of the banks, previous to 
liteir arrival in the fell, of four or five 
feet height, under cover of which, in 

isture, the sportsman can 
feslred point undiscovered 
sight, (for it happens that this 
not like some of its tribe, as 
and others, armed with a 
le of smell) and here post- 

and patience in hfs 
often no incoasid- 
proper occasion to 
give, the greater effect to his fire. 

Sometimes when the tide makes high- 

water near the bank, 
ducks to run 
forego¬ 
ing fair opportunities during every 

* ... . ... . .— 1 — — ■ ■ —r 

: • * 

en by the ice lower down, to the brackish 
or sal! water, and return on Its dissolution 
towards spring, but never in such condi- 
tiortj OT with-such food flavor > nor, do 
%ey recover these after such ata absence, 

mnm that sewn, - ' : " 






abit of 



e ducks, 
ex- 




which, as we 
pert divers, is 
near the bank, to 
across the shoa 
inner part of it, 
er part where the 
ana progressing 
bustle and activity, -each dartin 
head foremost with much 
presently returning to 
with the sought morsel in its bill, des¬ 
patching this, and repeating inces¬ 
santly the operation presenting a con¬ 
stant and rdpid succession of comers 
up and goers down, without order, 
and amidst a great splashing" of 
ter, until they find they have 
proached the inmost edge of 
growth of grass, when suddenly they 
all rise in succession to the surface; 
those first up waiting a moment for 
the last to come, and now the whole 
flock being above water, and exhibit¬ 
ing three times the number it before' 
seemed, with one accord, they fall in¬ 
to close order, wheel and swim slow¬ 
ly along, in a direction parallel for 
some tw-o or three hundred feet with 
the bank, ms well “to recover -'from 
their fatigue, as to plac e the column? 
over ground/not yet foraged ; and this 
done, facing outward, 
mence their work of divin 






mg, now moving 
edge of the shoal 

“ft is at this critical moment 






proper stage of the 

that the sportsman in arhbush 

to open on his 

the deadly fire; it is 

vated heads and the greater part 'of 

the body but of the tvater, 

huddled in contac 

their sidfeS to'him, that he directs his 
* # . 

sijrhf and'draws’ His iriggef on that 

the flock, which, from its 
best suits Ms object. s In 




the ducks 
presented 

it ** t • 


• - 
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sportsman’5 phrase, “when 
got the .eye, can ruffle 
string,” in other words, when the 
game is so near that their eyea can 
he seen, and in such position that.the 
lay not glance off on the fea- 

they can be raked by 
proper observation of 
often gives it more than 
To gain and com- 
i, only belongs 












lie must be acquainted, with the habits 
of his game, and altho’ they pa§s of¬ 
ten in review very near him, in the 

rocess just described, he 

must lie close, and often endure cold 

wet for a considerable time, and 
to make his shot tell well, resist temp¬ 
tation, until in its various manoeuvres, 
the flock puts itself most in his pow- 
ar} frequently during the ambuscade, 
the wary flock takes alarm from some 
movement of the real, or a supposed 
enemy, and fly suddenly off; at other 
times, in a _ sense of danger, not so 
confirmed, it «rfillers and swims di¬ 
rectly -from the land -with great ra¬ 
pidity, each -duck as it emerges, drop¬ 
ping the fruit of its dive, and taking 
in haste the same track j an inexpe¬ 
rienced gunner believing his chance 
-gone of doing better fires on them in 

lijl m liasjl » ■ — 

this state, befqre^hey .get-, out of his 
ijeack but does, 1 ittle execution. N ot 
i|o w ith the old sportsman; he reserves 
re,- well knowing that if he re- 

or when other cause 
lehension, as-of some person 
accia ntallv appearing, shall cease or 

away, the flock will, af¬ 
ter reconnoitering at a distance for a 
while, return again to its feeding 

particularly will this last, 
90 determine, because he is fully 

,, that this swimming 
performed under the 
signal of muve gui peut , and the dou¬ 
ble precaution of each, separating as 
widely as possible from the other, and 
sinking itself so far under the water 
that nothing but the head and-part of 
the neck remains as a mark. 














singular device prac- 
sportamen, foT shooting 
m well as the ether 
denominated drift fowl» in the 
the red head and block 

w 

$hovtltr % and also the swan, 
from the banks; il is called tolling 
them in, and there can be no question 
of the feet, that each of this descrip¬ 
tion of water fowl are often brougnt 
within gun shot, by an artifice prac¬ 
tised on some propensity with tneas, 
not easily accounted for. It is some* 

times done by means of a dog, train. 

cd for the purpose, and sometimes by 
moving or shaking in a particular 
way, the branch of * tree with the 
dried leaves yet attached, a colored 
handkerchief or some, similar thing, 
the color, however, in each case, 
ing of a reddish or yellowish line; 
and an instance of a hunter yet liv¬ 
ing on the banks of the Potomac, 
who has .a thick head of red, hair, that 
he wears in a large old fashioned 
queue, with a long square brush at 
the end, often using this brush, shak¬ 
en by one hand when lying in win it, 
with the rest of his body concealed, 
as a decoy to toll in ducts, has been 
given us from good authority. 

“The Swan is only tolled by a 
dog, that is taught to play about with¬ 
in easy call of his master, at the edge 
of the water; the several species of 
ducks just enumerated, are to be toll¬ 
ed by the dog in that way, or by the 
other device. In all cases the hunter 
contrives to place himself behind a 
log or some other cover well conceal¬ 
ed, before he begins bis operations, 
tnking care to observe that the direc¬ 
tion of the wind is not unfavorable to 
him, and that the flock he means to 
toll is'near enough to distinguish such 
objects.on the shore, and under no 
alarm at the time. Bv what motive 
these fowls are influenced, we have 
not heard satisfactoryyexplained; but 
certain it is, they are very commonly 
brought in from some hundreds of 
yards distance, in this way, to within 
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point blanket shot 
'perhaps tr 
that they 
of mine 
b£ which 








m pursuit 
x, or mink, 
young are annoyed at 
places. 

ears, however, thc*e 



inhabitants of 
river, have been ve- 
»y the practice 
ns, with long 


ski 




seodbly decreastd since 
introduced, and we 
inion, that this 
at their 





calibre, by that class of 
miners, who hunt for the market 
hey use a very light small skiff 
made quite sharp at the bows, capable (back, 

one man and his enor- 
'moiis gun, so low that when thus la¬ 
den, the gun-wales are within two 
inches of the surface, and painted of 

the color of the write*; in the bottom 
of this skiff, scarcely wider than his 
body, the man lays prostrate, his face 
downwards, his gun fixed on a dou¬ 
ble swivel, to the 'bow-piece, muzzle 
out, and the breach being close by bia 
head. So fixed with an arm over each 
side, and grasping a short paddle in 
either hand, when within a certain 


can 

terrible 
resting 
only are 
ry many are 
the dark, for 
and die, must 
whole tribe to some 
safety, if not 
food. The other 
river lave much the habits 
hunted somewhat m are 

There is nothin 








and Rail of Penn 

j 

distance of the flock, he bears down fca 
on it so slowly and regularly, and 

keeping the little bark in such direc¬ 
tion; that from its very small eleva¬ 
tion above the level of the water, and 
file sharpness of the bow always pre¬ 
sented toward the flock, he often suc¬ 
ceeds in the. day, and always iii the 

nifflit time, to arrive within good dis- 

a piece as he uses, 
long, and so heavy as 
iy the usual method of 
oulder, and with 
the charge of a 
iiece, he commits 
nst of this mis¬ 
chief, if mischief it he, is done in the 
night, among the flocks in the e mid« 
die of the wide part of the river, 
where 
found 


greater 
grateful 
of this 
mud are 
canvass 
remarkable 
either in the habits or the manner of 
taking the rest .of the wild fowl, we 
have enumerated and not particularly 
described. 

'‘SonA.—There is yet, however, 

one other description of water fowl 
frequenting the Pomac, although, of 
smaller size, less titan the snipe, yet 
affording so great a delicacy for the 
table, and so much amusement to the 
sportsman, that we must not omit to 
notice it. It is the Sora of Virginia, 

isylvaoia, sometimes 
, Ortolan in the.mid* 


rivers 



is ver 


not to 







ancle? their wines 
can but' 
that the 



die states. It frequents the tide 
ter marshes of the fresh water of ilia 
river, and is here only for a few weeks, 
arriving early in September, and do* 
parting to want tite latter end of Oc¬ 
tober. It is cotmmcjii -also we learn, 
oh the Delaware, and the Schuylkill® 
the James river and most 
in the middle and 
The natural bistor 
baffled the efforts of the mo 
and acote enquiries 
it is not known 
places, whence it comes to 
Ir it goes from us 
that it appears suddenly in 
bers, comti lean, soon g 

seed of the wild 







or whith- 
certain, 

Mill¬ 
ets very fat 
oat, which 



are 

heads i food m 




we !on 
believed 




principal and favorite 

-mud disappears, 
the first smut 
it would seem in 

tan give 









evidence 
of its arrlva 
notorious 


U is 
and oth- 
in great 
sport, on 
, when if a night 
enes, on the next 
found, nor ano- 
return of their 
next year. And 
what makes this the more remarkable 

badly provided as a 



! 




call load, always, however, at sin* 
, for although hand reds are 
round him. and springing 
at every moment within gun shot, 
even two are rarely seen together. 



per part of 



in. 



In the marshes on 

the Eastern Bmncb r and within a 
few miles of Washington, this game 
is very plenty, and affords much 
amusement to 
fall. Lower down 
have another nc 
m, with less cost, 
iiously, much practised on 
men’s estates in that quarter. It is 
done in the night by mean* of a light. 
A canoe is ore oared before ■ hand, b|f 



while here, of congregat- 
ome conjecture that they plunge 
le. mud, and lie in a torpid state 

rest of the year, but tnis, like! oiacinc across the crunwaies ami 

j® a ■ • a* * 


it wallow, is scarcely credible. Wil¬ 
son supposes them to be migratory— 
"that they have, when it is necessary 
to exert it, greater power on the wing 
than is attributed to them generally, 
arid that they come here from a more 
northern, and pass on to a more south- 
urn climate which seems to be most 
; probabIe. 

“ They afford.fine sport to the gun¬ 
ner without the necessity of much fa¬ 
tigue or address, they are generally 
shot on the wing, and as they fly 
slowly they are easily brought down 
with a light charge of small shot. 
The time of the tide must be observ¬ 
ed—the gunner in a light skiff, push¬ 
ed with 



ships, a few boards constant!r 
form, of about 3 feet square; thfs is 

covered with clay, to the thickness of 
two or three inches, and when dry, 

affords a good hearth; a 
'light wood, so called, (the heart of the 
yellow pine, which after lying fallen 
in the woods until the sap part is de¬ 
cayed, and having concentrated its 
resinous matter, burns fiercely) is 
split into small pieces, and thrown 
into the bottom of the canoe near the 
hearth, and a boy posted by it to keep 
up the fire: two or three men How 
embark, provided, one with a stout 
common pole to push the canoe, and 
the others with light poles, 
feet long, having a flat 
inches bToad, and a 
nailed on at one 


, by a man in the stern, 
marsh on the rise of the 
or two before high wa |marshc 3 frequented 
leave it the same time a dark night, at 
only that he may have when pretty well 
to float his skiff! the Sara are foun 
fallen grass, but; long Stalks of the reeds and wild oats, 

The blazing 



rise as freely!to get out of i 
the absence of fire throws 


mng over 
selves am on 
are very 
and w 
18 busy work 
guq^er; 






on foot, by run-jaronnd for t\v< 
hiding them-; it not only discovers quite plainly the 
rass, at which theyi birds to those at the fire, but it so de~ 
a favorable tide,;coys or stupifies them as to detain 
lenly, there!them in their positions, peeping and 
ours for the] peering at the light, until they are 



as upproac 




distance 
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ti * 


witli the 
on the head 
ty dozen are 



knocked! way 
or for-: am ~ 
in this! 
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canoe on a 


GEORGETOWN. 




Port of Entry 
and Post Town in Washington coun¬ 
ty. It was originally laid out under 
an act of the Colonial Assembly of 

*ed in May 15th, 1751, 
town was incorporated, 
and is under the government of a 
mayor, recorder, alderman and com¬ 
mon council. This town is situated 
on the left bank of the Potomac river, 
at the head of tide water and the na¬ 
tural navigation of that river, and is 
separated by Rock creek from Wash¬ 
ington, with which there is a ready 
communication at present by means 
of two bridges crossing the creek at 
two principal streets of Georgetown, 
and an additional means of commu¬ 
nication by a pier, of the width of 
160 feet, lately constructed across the 
mouth of Rock creek. 

The town is remarkably salubrious, 
and it has at all times escaped those 
summer epidemics that have prevail¬ 
ed some years in the adjacent coun¬ 
try. It is handsomely situated on a 
succession of hills, rising 

river and creek, to whic 
incline. So that every 
rain thoroughly cleanses 
impurity. For some 
late war, a very active 
transacted in the town, 
improvements during this 
time were very numerous and orna- 

, and until with- 
, its trade 
been 
with¬ 








in a great measure sus^..^, 
in this period, however, there has 
been a very 
amendment in 
valuable bui 
mints are 




been recently comp 
pal export trade con 
flour, leather, 

The annual inspection 
has recently amounted 
heads; the inspection 
than 80,000 barrels, 
siderable foreign trade with Europe, 
South America and the West Indies. 

Intenral Improvements.— 
The Chesapeake and Ohio Cartal 
passes through the heart of the town, 
at the level of thirty-seven feet above 
the river, and is let into an extensive 
basin, formed from Rock creek 
four detached locks. Being the high¬ 
est seaport on the Potomac, and the 
first reached by the canal in its de¬ 
scent^ its situation is peculiarly favor¬ 
able for enjoying the trade which is 
wafted on that great high way, and 
which establishes a' ready communi¬ 
cation from a rich back country, to 
the basin at Rock creek. 

“ The Locks are a! most all of 
lift—are built of’cot stone, 
in the best hydraulic cement. 

“ The canal from the 
tie Falls, 5 miles above 
receives water from the 
vlr; and the river 
raited by u 

height above the surface 
of water is 
street in the 
and is there 37 
of the Potomac 
Congress street 
at the tail 









Lock, and 
on Jefferson 


street, a bri 
a 


below Jefferson street 

e, to pis 

Washing- 
Lock and bridge at 
pa# Green 
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iSiiicl below Green 
to let down into 
creek. 




creek is one of 
like details of tl 
nature seems t 
creek at a point 
provement to hi 
••Ely the proj 
or Inn across 
creek, the out 
dong the side 



treet a fourth Lock, jhave accommodated 
the basin of Rock Igreat facility and ecc 

in the neighborhood 
he Basin at Rock or Washington, 
e most important of “The route of t! 
whole project, and very direct (almost i 





trade with so 
ny, any where' 
r Georgetown 

Canal pisses 



. and very direct (almost straight) through 





High 

••By the project of forming a mole street, there is a short space of -300 
or dam across the mouth of Rock foci, where it was found necessary to 
creek, the outer part of which is cut 30 feet, in one place 32 feet. All 
dong the side of the channel of the this earth is deposited to form the 
Potomac, where there is from 9 to 12jmole or pier; this is the deepest cut- 
feet water at low tide. This mole is ting or excavation on any pert of the 
1200 feet long, and 160 feet wide,!Canal. 

made of stone on both sides, and ill- “ After leaving the streets in George 

ed between with earth taken from the town, the Canal runs along the steep 


feet water 
1300 feet 


After leaving thestreets in Geoiga- 
n. the Canal runs alontr the ateeo 


Canal, as it t passes through George- 1 hank of the Potomac form mile and a 
town. half, the greater part very steep, form- 

"This mole is intended to raise the ed of rock, which required blasting 
water of Rock creek 3 feet above j with powder; above this last distil nee 
common high tide in the Potomac, jtha country assumes a little • more 
and retain it uniformly at this height, j gentle declivity and better shape for 
About the middle of the mole there la Canal, and it passes along sloping 
is a Lock to let down boats into the I ground, till it intersects the old Polo- 
river, and this Lock has a lift of only j mac Canal, and following that to near 
3 feet al high tide, and 6 feet at low the western end, it then leaves it mad 
tide. This Lock with the form pre- irises to a higher level by a Lock of 
vioasly named, brings the boats into 8 feet lift, and soon after, another of 
the Potomac river. the same lift, and then it passes on for 

. “By the side of the Lock which one and a half miles, and then a Loci: 
let* into the Potomac, there is a waste .of 8 feet lift; then one and a half 
weir 200 feet long, over which thejmiles and then another Lock; then 
surplus water of Rock creek passes, ; half a mile, and then commences a 
“This mole or dam flows the water succession of 6 Locks, at intervals or 
of Rock creek back about three quar- j spaces of 100 yards between each; 
twi of a mile, and makes a beautiful jthen commences a long level of more 
basin from 100 to 250 feet wide, which 'than 4 miles without a Lock. This 
has a depth of 6 feet water in nearly brings you to the Great Falls, where 
the whole distance, and gives on the tare 6 Locks more, at intervals or spa- 


of 1 
ter* 


has a depi 
the whole 


Rock creek 


which can be 
that nature ne 
venient and u 
and important 
Rock creek, w 
upon it. And 
where a usefu 





etown side* of ces of 100 to 200 
st possible ad-(then reach the 


intervals or s 








d ware houses, Palls, and have 
l. It appears or 160 feet fron 
id a more con- part of the Ca 
, to end s great Falls presents fi 


»r spa- 
i. We 

Great 









This 

Great 


in 




Ujcin it A nd we do not see any piace j do 
i^ipiiy a useful mi capacious basin jof 
timW mvm b . . formed which 


thii kind, than ition of the o 
improvements {striking and 




ie country, which are v€*ry 
and bold; and nature has 
ood deal by forming a ravine 
{a mile in length, with 
f large blocks of granite or 




gneiss, forming its sides, and where the 
water will be from 10 to 30 feet deep, & 

wide-. Along this we 

a , - 

by 



IOC) to 200 
pass, and 
levelling - some 
parts so as 
on the side of it 



other 





over 



s 


Ohio 
ce at an e 


feet above tide water, 



extending 
of 37 
of a width 

of 7 ft* 



regular taring establis 
part of without obstruction 


of 70-to 60 feet, with a 
may supply very numerous manufap 

water, 




# 












the Canal there are vertical walls to j The public institutions and buildings 
sustain the Canal 50 feet high among consist of the 
the rocks. |lboe; a society of 

have but a limited j rated by Congress, under 
knowledge of the duties of a Civil En-;“ The. Sisters of the Visitation, 
gineer, it has been objected that the'conduct a very flourishin 

ing so deep through facademy. There are 8 
Georgetown was wrong. It is how- 'publjc worship, 2 Remap 
ever, believed, that the plan presents;2 Episcopalian, 1 Presbyterian 
many ad vantages. 1st. It enables the Methodist and 1 ‘African,— else 

Canal to piss through Georgetown banks incorporated by Congress, 
with less inconvenience to private pro- ‘Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bant 

S erty than any other route, and a great 1 Georgetown, and Union Bank, with 
eal cheaper. 2d. It furnishes an a joint capital of 119,64,130. It 
easy pass way by bridges over the!contains also a considerable number 
Canal, near!? or quite level with the j of dry good and grocery, stores, 1 ex? 
streets, thereby not incommoding the .tensive brewery with- several'manu- 
billidings along the streets, nor mak- j factories, and every mechanical pur? 
ing the ascent of the streets (which jsuit necessary to a town of its naagni- 
are now considerable) any steeper, tude, and immediately above the totyii 
3d. It furnished the earth to make a! is an extensive Cannon foundry, 
mole or pier of great width, and ca- j The academy under the direction 
pdble of receiving warehouses in the of “ The Sisters of Visitation," has 
centre of it, where boats can discharge been established 33 years, and aver- 
at one end of the warehouse, and ages generally from 70 to 80 young 
ships take in at the other. This fur- [ladles as boarders, and from 30 to 40 
nishes a plan for transhipment of pro-:young ladies as day scholars. With*. 
1 with the least possible expense, jin the nunnery enclosure, but detach 

this basin at Rock |ed from the academy 
shores where boats from a different street, 
one and a half ward of 490 young 
It also finds tuitously, about 





, where boats] At the Lancaster 



, can lay without annually taught about 
e or expense, 70 girls. There are 

. mies for. young ladies,-in- 
Facilities, taught all the branches of. 

fashionable education^ and 




Manufacturing 
blic Institutions, 6lc. —The 
vicinity of the town naturally offers [mies for young men, with 
peculiar advantages for extensive [other resectable schools 



are 
:e and 
acade- 
several 


manufactories 
near 4Q feet in 



river . falling ed by competent teachers 

The 







$2,400,000 
280,311 


Total, 


$2,680,311 



population at different periods. 


Whites , 
3,235, 
4,940, 
6,057, 


Free Colored , 
551, 

894, 

1,209, 



Total. 

4,948 

7,360 




Annalostan Island.— Opposite 
to Georgetown is Mason 1 s Island pro- 
rly called Annalostan Island. 
is the seat of Gkn. John Mason. 
has a highly cultivated surface of 
70 acres,— the natural soil, 
lijjbt and sandy. J|, caqsway on the 
Virginia side, and a horse boat ferry 
from Georgetown, facilitates commu¬ 
nication with this beautiful spot from 
the shores. The highest ground 
ftbove the level of the river is elevated 
About 50 feet, and upon this eminence 
Jhe dwelling is situated. The usual 
ri^e about 3 feet. In digging 
for water, it is procured at the depth 
pf 20 or 30 feet from the surface. Aga- 
liied wood lias been discovered in 
well digging. The house which is 
approached through a fine avenue of 
trees, is extensive, with a number of 
convenient buildings attached: from it 
public buildings in Washington 

advantage. On the N. 
Island an alluvial mea- 
rapidly forming. The S. side 
ntiafiy walled, and dotted 

for servants 




on the northern bank of the Potomac, 
commands a full view of Georgetown, 
Washington, fhe Potomac,and a great 
part of the JJistrict. Its situation is 

peculiarly healthy. It is under th$ 
direction of the incorporated Catholic 

clergy of Maryland, and is the oldest 
Catholic seminary in the United 
States: it was first incorporated in 
1799; and in fill5, it received an ex¬ 
tension of its privileges from Con¬ 
gress, and was authppzed to confer 
degrees. The college library con¬ 
tains 12,000 volumes. The academic 
or college year commences on the 
15th of September, and ends on the 
31st of July; and commencemtnt is 
near the last of July. The number of 
students is usually about 140 ot 150; 
a considerable part of them being day 
scholars. The number of graduates 
is not great. The number graduated 
at the commencement of July 25, L833 
was 7.—There are 








that “the 
this spot is delightful. It 
embraces the picturesque hanks of the 
Potomac ^ portion of the city, and o 
noble expanse of water. Numerous 
vessels ply backwards and forwards 
to animate the scene. 

UioiaiTowi College. -This 
College which is 



tutors, of w 
theology. 

The course 
completed in 7 
which, if the student 
cient progress, he 
gree of Bachelor 
scholar presents 
ed into the Colie 
by the prefect of 
in that class, for 
quirements may 
then passes on in 
to the 






e the tie- 
When a 
receive 
xa mined 
, and placed 
his prior ac- 
fitted him, he 
ular succession 
Logic and Moral 
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of 

Fhiloso- 
ree of Mas- 










Philosophy 
and study 
Mathematics 
phy, he may 
ter of Arts. 

• Coles, Regulations and Course 
or Instruction. — 1st. In the lowest 
school or class of Rudiments , the 

and 

Grammars, Caligraphy, A- 
.—and at the conclusion 
for each class, unless 

particular ap- 
talents, should merit 
occupies one year) they 
are supposed to be able to read and 
.write English correctly. 

2d. During the next year, (third 
class of Humanities,) the scholars 
continue to study the English and 
French Grammars, and begin to com- 
pose in those languages— Arithmetic 
is continued and towards the end of 
the year they commence the Latin 
Grammar. 

3d. In the second class of Humani¬ 
ties, they continue English and 
French composition, (these studies are 
continued till the end of Rhetoric,) 
and Arithmetic: they begin Latin ex¬ 
ercises and read some easy Latin au¬ 
thors—as Nepos, CsBsar, dtc. During 
this year a course of Geography is 
studied, and Greek is begun. 

first class of Humani- 
portions of Sallust, Ci- 
works, and some of 
, Prosody—and com- 



is studied 




During 
lention is 
ticuiarly English 
be a class 



course, great at- 
itiou, par- 
will always 
for the 





cero 

Ovid 
mence 



and Lucian' 


They study portions 
iripture, Xenophon, 

Algebra is 





mer, are 

and a treatise of 
Mathematics continued 

• 6th. In Rethoric 
study Rhetoric, 

Ho mm , Virgil, Horace 
Mathematics. 

• 7th. This year a 


Cicero’s minor 
, Livy and Ho¬ 
is continued 
learned. 



scholars 











convenience 
learn it. The 

» 

German languages will 
if required. Music, Drawm 
cing, 6lc. will form 

ges. 

The College possesses 
brary of about 12,000 
use of which is 
nior students without any 

charge. 

There are two examinations 

year. The minor one in February 
or March, and the other immediately 

before the commencement, which will 
always be a day of public exercises, 
towards the end of July. 

No student is admitted, who cannot 
■read and has not a good moral chiK 
racter. 

As the members of the College pro** 
fess the Catholic Religion, .the exer¬ 
cises of Religious worship are Cath* 
oik, but members of other Religious? 
denominations are received, of whoil# 
it is only required, that they respect** 
fully assist at the public duties of re-' 
ligion with their companions. Were 
not this enforced, no 
such as should be foun 
rary institutions, 

College. 

No student will 
leave the College on 
length oftener than once 
at the great vacation, 
live in the District, 
to visit them once 
oftener—and 






turn to the Co 
Terms.- 
on entering 
He shall 
two 
four 
pay 



all pay 
dollars, 
pillow, 
pair of sheets, 
counterpane, or 
the use of bed 
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and 
with him one 
form 



ret 

taioons w 
are 

He must 


He must also bring 
of clothes, as a uni¬ 
winter, a blue cloth 
a black vel- 
, white pan¬ 
silk waistcoat 




expense, of clothing for six months. 

With regard to pocket money, it is 
desired that all the students should 

ity, and that it 
1cehts per 
is allowed*must 
hands of tbe'di- 
Hftlf-bbard- 



be _ 

should not 
week; and 
be deposited in 

















board 


an if $er- 




bring with him] rectors of 
wear, for which;ers are 

no particular color is prescribed; six viz. 15 entrance, 
shirts, six pair of stockings, six pock-per annum, 
ct handkerchiefs, three pair of shoes,; Bay sc 
A hat and a cloak or great dost, dso vants, as no chaise 
silver spoon. These articles if not Convent. —The Convent of'the 

r the student will be furnish- Sisters of Visitation, is a plain, st*b- 
College and included in the stantial, but gloomy-looking, tnonas- 

tic institution, which must' recall, 
. The pension for board, washing, jamidst its solitudes, to the recollection 
mending and mending materials — Jof the contemplative mind, ihelcmch- 
uise of hooks, (philosophical and math- ing story of Abelard anntd * Bh>iia>- 
ematical excepted,) pens, ink and The solemnity of the scene is in strict 
writing paper, slates and pencils is keeping with the object of the edifice. 
#150. Medical aid and medicine, The visiter is admitted into the 
.unless parents choose to run the risk speaking room* as it is called, which 
of a Doctor’s bill in case of sickness,! is separated from the sanctum sajuto- 
113 per annum. All charges! must]mm, by substantial wooden bars; Te- 
be paid half yearly ini advance. jaembling. the grates of a prison The 

- For. the conycriiente of parents, [Sisters are clad In sable garments, 
particularly those at a distance, the [with deep black hoods, .and white 
College will undertake to supply the jveils descending to the waist.. The 
students with clothing. The annual .Nuns are from various States of the 
expense cannot be specified, as it de-[Union, and generally number about 
pends upon the age and wearing of!50. _ The process of initiation is .the 
the student: all that.can be said, is;same as the other "nunneries, tie*flo- 
strictest ecouomy and simplicity vitiate being two years, the first for 
win be observed. If parents wis : the white veil, and the second for the 

to supply their children [black, after which, there 
, a deposit is required by jretreat. 
equivalent to the probable 1 

WASHINGTON ClT^Y. 

BP 

» B 

Washington City, the seat of]from Boston, 595 from Augusta, 

Government of the U.! Maine, 546 from Detroit, Michigan, 
’ capital of the Dis- 1,008 from Little Rock, Arkansas, 
situated on the j 856 from Si. Louis, 1,203 from New 
or Maryland srue of the Potomac, Orleans, 662 from Savannah, Georgia, 
near the head of tide water, and by the and 544 from Charleston, S. 0. The 
river and Chesapeake bay, 290 ms. capital stands in^at. 38° 52* 45": long, 
front the Atlantic. It is 38 ms. S. : W. from the observatory at JGreen- 
W- from Baltimore, 136 from Phila-j wich 76° 55' 30", and is located at 
'phia, 825 from New York, 432[the junction of the river*. Potsjupc 








# % 



and Eastern branch 
4 ms. up 
of territory, 
venience, 


none in 





point of con- 

b- 
rj' 

the 


, a varie- 
are produced* 
d for con* 



nearly ritcry, probably 
tract manning the 

resources of any In 
commend it as 
the permanent 
level, yet by !Government; 

with an extra 
pidity. But its 
be attributed to 
pended in It by 
ment, and the 
brought thither, than 



water occasioned ey 
the limits of the city 
number of excellent 
of the best quality (cial advantages, great 

U * I • “ “ " * ■ ' 

may 

failing streams that run through 

, are also collected for the use 

city. The waters of Reedy 
and of Tiber creek, may be 
conveyed to the President's house. 

The source of Tiber creek is elevated 
236 ft. above the level of its tide wa¬ 
ter. The perpendicular height of the 
ground on which the Capitol stands 

? 78 ft above the level of the tide in 
iber creek,—the waters of Tiber 
creek may therefore be conveyed to 
the Capitol, and after watering that 
part of the city may be destined to 
other useful purposes. The Eastern 
branch is one of the safest and most 
commodious harbors in America, and 
is sufficiently deep for the largest 
Ships, for about 4 ms. above its mouth, 

While the channel lies close along the 

oining the city, and affords a 
large and convenient harbor. The 

only navigable for 
a considerable distance 
next to the city, (ex¬ 
mile above the \grown commercial city 
river,) will, n evert he- to be regretted 
css afford a capacious summer har-.legislation of the 
bor, as an immense number of Ships at all benefited 
may ride In the great channel oppo- (noisy, disorderly 

The situa--most sure to exist 
upon the cial city. 

communication, about; The mxx of 

northern and contain some im 
the Union, upon that 
Itlarttic and he world, combi 
navigation, ,b!e de 



commtr 
are 





X f i - Q * „ 

had, and the never 'The city of Baltimore being so aeaj 
at run through that lit, and having such immense advun* 

tages in the greater capital enterprise 
and skill of her merchants, in ebritf* 
guity to the ocean, and greater Sttrili* 
ty of approach, in her greater age 
and established commercial character 
and intercourse,—-and lastly in being 
a city of a state with a-mufn moree** 
tended territory, all the advantages of 
which that state naturally drsires to 
pour into her lajx — and that identical 
territory too, being the very Source 
from which the materials of com* 
merce would -have to be drawn bjr 
Wasmngton,—the latter can never 
hope' to" rivet the former in her com* 
mercial prosperity. 

The city of Washington has also to 
complete with the town of George* 
town, Alexandria and Fredericks¬ 
burg, much of the commerce of which 
would flow to her if those towns did 
not exist. 

The fact, however, 
f on is not likely ever 




Washing* 
an over- 




is at- 
arge comma** 







great line 
equidistant 
southern extremities 
and nearly so 
Pittsburg; upon 
iiipI in the 











I 




appears to 
provemetifi 
cities la 
a remark*, 
regularity, 
of prospect, mi & free circu* 



convenience. 









for thef 
for the 
of differ- 
are laid down, 
most advanta- 
commanding the most 

from their sit- 
such imp rove- 
use or ornament might 

The soil is 
mixed with pebbles 
i of the city from 
W. is 4£ ms.; mean 
containing a fraction less 
ms. The city was laid 
the super vision of Gene¬ 
ral Washington (then President 
oif*the United States) in 1791. The. 
principal streets are called avenues, 
ana named after the different states of 


latioa of 
different, 

isrmraJ. 

> & 

ent 
were 
geous 
extensive 
nation susce 
m&at as 
a t any 






diverge front th§ 
house, and a 
between 
formed by Peno- 
prineipal and 
The avenues 
running N. 

and 

numerical- 

are 



direct line 
these two 
svl vania a\ 
finest street 
are cros 
and S. a 
others running 
lv arranged, 
shaded, and all of 
the former bein 
in width, and tne 
110 . 

The City is divided! 
the following table gives a correct 
statement of the census, assessments, 

and valuations of each, up to Decem r 
her 31, 1830. Agreeably to the last 
census 





ardi . 


■WAKM; 

CENSUS. 

BUILDINGS. LOTS. 

PERSONAL 

First 

3,67f» 

657,833 

760,494 

153,150 

Second 

4.Q49 

724,705 

.752,538 

139,890 

Third 

5.751 

1,105,855 

1,132,336 

200,420 

Fourth 

•""ii* 

1,861 

253,100 

.290,603 

45,120 

Fifth 

1(857 

174,410 

334,986 

24,475 

Sixth 

2fW1 

209,139 

217,075 

37,225 

' Total, 

18,827 

3,125,038 

3,488,032 

600,280 


TOTAL. 

1,571,477 
1,617,133 
2,438,61 i 
. 588,823 
533,871 
463,435 


tax- 56 cts. 

03 ii 00. 

8,800 27 

mm 94 

13,656 25H 
3,297 46 
2,989 67 
.2,595 2S 


7,213,350 40, 



76 


• t I A 

The Number of buildings erected [the winter season about 30CI handfi 
in the City in 1830 was, 178,—86 of! There are four daily - papers axlea* 
which were of brick and 92 of wood. Isively circulated; also 4 weekly, cir- 
The total number of buildings in 1831 culated extensively. Book-binding, 
3,560, —of these there were pub- engraving, cabinet making, tooacc^ 
65-r-dwellings, 3,233, and 262! manufacturing, hatting, saddlery, sho$ 
ajho^sand warehouses r land boot makin^ 

and particularly on making, blacksmith’s 1 






lli« 

a® 

great 
mg every 
ooeries, 

. urn 

clotting, 
tionery 
ier.y, m short, 
ity or ornament 
The “ 


smiths, &c. are 

« 

on and ein 

men. Not less 







mg 

ana hand 


avenue, there is a 
supplied, contain- 
cription of dry goods, 

china, glass,! of bricks are 
confectionery, fruit, jing nearly 
boots, books, sta- 

e, jewel- 

article of neces 'mechanic 

ofbuildin 

print-. in the summer sea 
agency of steam! The 

employs during! 




weather 

painters, 







annually, employ- 

the warm 

w • a- 

carpenters, 
in short, every 

the erection 

m 

engaged 


ington has 
its being 






<m « m 


#1 





tlte scat 

county, and its saiuonous 
location, it must continue 
in number. 

In 1800 its copulation was 3,210; 




in 1803, 4,352; in 
1810, 8,208; in ] 
1820, 13,246; and 
consisting of 




» 


5,652; jet 
11,259; is 
30, 10,827, 


m 1 


* * 


Males, 








Free Colored . 
1,342 
1,787 



Total 


13,379 


3,129 



% 



16,827 




them elegant Among these the first 
m rank is the Capitol,— it stands on 


The public buildings in Wash-, mac, as for as Alexandria.—It 

are numerous and many ofj the Corinthian order, and the mosf 

magnificent edifice in the U. States. 
It is situated near the western extremi- 


a most beautiful eminence, command-] of the Capitol sqm re; it Is built of 
ihg a complete view of every part o ree stone, and composed of a central 
the City, and a considerable part or edifice and two winge, and is of tftui 

the country aroHnd, with the Poto- 1 following dimensions, viz: •• '■ - ‘ 


Length of front, - 

Depth of wings,' •. • 

Eastern projection, - 
Western do. 

It of wings to top of balustrade, 

Central Dome, - 

m • 

Length of Md|)resentl^tives , Hall, 

Height of do. do 

Len gth of Senate Chamber, 

Height of do. do. - 

Height of Rotunda, 

Diameter 




FteU ■ 

Inches* 

« 

350 

5 


Iff! •• 

• p 

6 

"""« 

n 

• 

65 

. - * 

. m 
.. 

85 

• 

: 

* >» 

• 

JUOH «llq|| 

- TO 

. * 

* * ■ 

. * . • 

*» 

.01 

u 

1 SO 

• 

•in¬ 

* 

- 96 

to. 

• » mm 

« 

. ■-/ 

60 
nfln I® 1 0 

« 


* * 

74- 

’ 1 - , 


42 

% 


96 ‘ 

- ■* ■ 


96 

& 

n 


« « 
k 



The Representatives 7 Hall is wheel of the car is 

of the south wings! face of a clock, which is 
is semicircular in form. The [behind, and the front 





iars of var located j profile bust of ^Vabhinoton. Above 






*, and over 
Chamber 






flenting History 



She stands on 
seems to roll 
terfeatrifcl globe, 
ltlfevo the signs 


of the Hall, are [so relievo a figure of Fawc, attd ir 

gated 

of the Poto-j the Speaker’s chair, 
is truly mag-lgure of Liberty, in plaster; pointing 
the Speaker’s ito the Hall below,'an# ’Stippoiftwl tin 
entrance into the [the right by an-American Eaglfc-* 

ure f and on the left-by the Roman fdseefr, 
which are 
folds of a 

nation, [der this figure, on 
car, which 1 in alto relievo 

the [attitude of flying. 

The Senate Chamber in fto 
i#fliac. Tlte i north' wing is of the afcnie ■nirti-eff* 



repre¬ 
act of re- 








Imm 

frize is carvejf 

Eagle in,the 





cular 
with cap 
!e of Mi 





Ionic columns, 

the tem- 

|ile of Minerva Polias, supports a gal- 
foxy to the east, and forms a lobby be¬ 
low,—and a new gallery of iron pil¬ 
lars and railings, of a light and ele- 
fant Structure, projects from the curv- 
walls,—the dome ceiling is enrich- 
«d with square caissons Gf stucco, 
he intervals between the marble pi- 




for fuel; an 
cis on 
The 

bracing a 
fourths of 
closed by 

with very 



enclosure 

area and iris* 


mile 



teres, em* 
of three* 
feet, eo- 
iroii railing 
Graver 


walks, and beautiful border* of shrub* 



fcery and flowers, 

irs in tne wall are covered with I fu 1 promenade for 
Straw-colored drapery. Columns of sens Opposite to the 

support the eastern the botanic garden 


a delight- 
of the citi- 










tion well adapted for 
which it is supposed will 




The Rotunda occupies the cen¬ 
tre. This is the principal entrance)und^r the care of the 
from the east Portico and west Stair, l stitute. “At the west 
and leads to the legislative halls and-Capitol is placed the beautiful marble 
library, which contains 16,000 vc-: mom mail (which latelv stood m the- 

11... * inn i * * a • • i i • ~ ~ *■ * * 



lurries. This room is divided in its 
circuit Into pannels,by lofty Grecian 
;ers, wmich support a bold e > 


navy yard; erected by the American 
nfliceis. to the memory of their breth¬ 
ren who ftil before Tripoli in the 


tablature, ornamented with a wren* n i /* i c o 4. It is a small done- co*: 


of olive.—-A hemispherical dome r«s 
m above, filled with large plain ca:c 


'um n , with emblematical embellish' 
mer.:s, and crowned with an eagle m 



tons, like these of the Pantheon ay‘bn net of flying.. Its base is sculp*" 
Rome. The par.nels of the ciicuk »*, f und in basso relievos, re presenting” 
are appropriated to pnin 4 mrsj Tripoli, —its fortress,—the Mediter- 
and basso relievos of. historical .nub; vnruv.n and cur fleet ein the fare-' 
jeets. This noble tcbflce war nor;grcund ar.c; nr. each angle stands eh 
quite completed when the Brh.th or .ipL-rrprhi>e marble figure. The one 
my under Gen. Rose, (who was vfh *:p:cfec-ms Columbia directing* the at-; 
terwards slain in battle near Ruki-it^-ior of bar children to History 

vro :s rocorring.the.daring and ifi- 


\ 






more) m August, 1014, mere a cud- 

dpn incursion, after defeating the tn?pid action of the American 
American troops at Biadensburg.j-— the third represents 

« ained possession of the City, setting! wreath cf laurel in on© 
lire to the Capitol, President’s house,! pen in the other: 

. reducing the whole, curr, cr the God 
with the valuable!his cornucopia and 

f xary of Congress. The fennda-: The President 
of the north wing was kid in the, stories high with 
itfqsfBCeof Gen, Washington on the! is ICO fe?t 
(Btl gf *1923, and finished in'each end th 
lWQr**n$£3t ©483,262 57. —South.sary ofllces, stable 
wag .commenced in 1603, and finish-ies, with a 
^m 1808,—cost 8305,808 4 l f —and ievei v*rh 
til$ centre, on the 24th of May, 1318,.the roofs being 
t®iuflr tea anniversary of iis destruc-bi terrace suitable 

1 

risked in is built 






tion By th# 
1827—cost 
iof 




Thebuila-jbniidin 


; or 1820 




oeces- 
ice Ibous- 
to a 

of the house: 
these offices afford 
promenade. It 
ilf one.—The 
fr&fit stud _86» 
Wua- 



tails; the roof is covered with cop¬ 
per, and the entrance from the north 
is through a lofty portico, which is 
projected from the front, so as to leave 
room fora carriage to pass under br¬ 
outer columns 
The house stands on an elevation 

usual high water 
, in the centre of 
a targe reservation - of ground of 20 
acres. The front entrance faces north, 
upon an open square, and the garden 





72 feet, 
in diameter, 









front 




is a Masonic Hall which is 
a handsome edifice, lately - erected 
near the City 
There are 

market-houses,—an infirmary,-. 11 fe-' 

male orphan asylum,—*a jail,^-a the¬ 
atre,—5 extensive hotels,*—a foundry, 
—several breweries, 

City Library. 

There is a Penitentiary 





possessing a de¬ 


prospect, together with 1 for the use of the District, which is 
a commanding view of the Capitol, under the following rules and rcgul 

most important parts of the tions: 

The Virginia and Maryland iO/ the reception and discharge 

of the river, and Potomac convicts. : 

and of the opposite view to ‘“1st. On the arrival-of a convict,* 

south, is extremely beautiful and i immediate notice shall be given to : the* 
picturesque. It is an elegant build- Physician, who shall examine the 
mg and stands about one and a half state of his health.' He shall then Be'- 
miles from the Capitol. stripped of his clothes, and clothed ill 

The entrance is subdivided into the uniform of the Prison, os hereaf ‘ 
lull Is, sets of apartments for the ac* ter provided ; being first bathed and’ 
commodation of a large family, and cleaned, and having his hair cut closed 
for the reception and entertainment of as prescribed by law', 
numerous guests. Liberal provisions 2d. He shall then be examined by* 
have been made by Congress from the Warden and Clerk, in the pfC: 
time to time for furnishing the build- sence of as many of the keepers a* k 
in a style appropriate to its ele-1 can conveniently attend, that they may, 
gance and uses to which it is dedi-i become acquainted with Ms person 
csted; * * 1 * 

There are on the same open area 
on which the President’s house is lo¬ 
ot her buildings, quadran¬ 
gular in shape, two stories high, built 

stuccoed. Of these the 
east are the Departments 






of Sla 

OB 




the Treasury *—♦hose 
Departments of War 

General Foil! other 


Office is ‘ on 
Kind the 


nia Avenue, 
kept in the 


same 




and countenance, and his nanft^h eight* 
apparent age, ailedged place of na«: 
tivity, complexion, color of hail" a net- 
eyes, and length of feet, to be accu¬ 
rately measured, and all 
or marks, the Court 
crime found guilty of, 
sentence, shall be entered 

w mm 

provided for that 




8C&T8-; 

and' 





ted, but the 
structure. 


• The Treasury building was consumed 
by fire in the summer of 1833, and has not 
since been rebuilt, but will soon be 


to his or 
and if the 
her signature 
comple-!the said 




book*.* 
such-. 
tehd 
identification^ 
wjrite, his- oi 
'written under 



3d. All 
of the convict 
shall 
ed and 








pinion;. 
the person 
clothes,« 
. and.preserve 
oC If worth it, by * 
restored to him m 



:ei 


jv 


Goo< 







instruct 

, in the rules siderution 

the Prison, by | 2d. 



4th 

ed careful 
and 

which he is 
health, shall there be put to work, at 
such trade as he knows, if practica- 

no trade, the 
Warden shall select such trade or era- 

seems best suited to his 










into eon- 

&c. 

beef shall be 








ovemed ; and if in furnished alternately, each three days : 

once in each wc l, or 

see fit 
lie of 



char? 



and fresh 
oftener, if 
and proper: 
good quality, 

3d. The clothin 
shall be a roundabout 
convict shall be dis- a vest and pantaloons 
the expiration of the term for the winter, and 
was sentenced, or bvifor the summer: with 



take off the Prison 
have the clothes brought 
3 Prison, restored to him; 


round the body and limbs 
the same cloth, 



a cap of 
shoes, and 
woollen socks, and shirt? of coarse 



or, if they are unfit, a now, cheap, Cotton or linen. Each convict shall 
and suitable laborer’s dress, with the have a mattrass, two blankets made 

filler property or effects, if any, taken of coarse woollen yam, not less than 
from him on his commitment. yards wide, and 2f yards long, one ; 

6th, When a prisoner isdischarg- coarse sheet, of the same size. They 
ed, it shall be the duty of the War-[shall not be permitted to lie down, or' 
den, if. practicable, to learn from him to rise up from their beds, until no¬ 
bis former history, the means of mo- tice given by the bell, for that pur- 
ral and religious instruction enjoyed pose; nor shall they 'tie permitted to 
by him, the early temptations to crime, sleep in their clothes, 
to which he was exposed, or by which 4th. The hour for bleak last, from 

he was assailed, his habits, predomi- the 20th March, to the 20th of Sejj. 

nant passions, and prevailing vices, tember, shall be 7 o’clock, A. If.; 
and in what part of the country he and, from the 20th September, to the 
intends to fix his future residence; all :20th March, 8 o’clock. The hour 
of which shall be entered by the j for dinner shall be I o’clock, P. M. 
Clerk, in a book to be kept for that |The convicts shall be allowed forty-' 

, together with Ins name, age,!five minutes at breakfast, 

hour at dinner; at the 
which time, they shall be 
of their cells, and again 

Duties of corvids 
1st. Every convict 
Jtrious, in the 
tty assigned to 



and time of discharge. 

7th. If the Inspectors and Warden 
have been satisfied with the industry, 

morality of his con-] 
give him a certificate 





and clothing. 

ration for each man per j gently, and in silence 

plicitfy, the orders 


oz. of beef; 
, not bolted; 




dtli- 

itn- 
offleere of 


quarts of salt, 



mi 2 : bushels of potatoes to eac 
rations. The rations of the women 


and toys, shall 




the institution. 

2. Noconvi 
or carry 
men! or 


escape, or 
doavor to 




mstru- 
his 
manner en- 




o convict shall dispute, quar¬ 
rel with, or in any manner misbehave 
in pro-jto another convict, not converse with 
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any other 
or by the 
sent himself 
at, or s 
the prison 
go into 





unwell 




leave,] 
nor ab- 
. nor look! 
nor go into 
orders, nor 
rooms, after be- 
morning, till or- 
hospital, when 


shall drink any 
or fermented li- 

9 

prescribed by the phy¬ 
sic k in the hospital, nor 
form, or by any device 
, nor chew or use tobacco, 
convict shall write or re- 
etter, to, or from any person 
whatever, nor have intercourse with 
persons without the prison, by any 
otter means. 

6th. No convict shall burn, or in 
any other manner waste, destroy, or 
injure, any raw materials, or manu¬ 
factured articles, or other public pro¬ 
perty, nor deface or injure the prison, 
or any of the buildings or fixtures 
connected with it. 

7th. No convict shall laugh, dance, 
whistle, sing, run, jump, or do any 
thing which will tend to alarm or dis¬ 
turb the prison, 

8th* Convicts sha^\ always conduct 
themselves towards the officers of the 
institution, with deference and re¬ 
aped: and cleanliness in their per¬ 
sons, dress, and bedding, is required. 

9th. When the convicts go to meals, 
or to, or from the shops, they shall 

regular order, in silence, 





north 






step, accompa- 
proper officers. They 

, till a common 
their respective 


PunUhmenis. 

1 st. For the violation of any of the 
foregoing rules and regulations, the 
offenders shall be punished by the 
Warden, with confinement, in a soli¬ 
tary cell, on a diet of bread and wa¬ 
fer, not exceeding twenty days, for 
ejtcfc offence; 


be miti 
siting 

visitation; or 
tors, at their 
to whom 
shall be re 
Warden, wi 
and aggravation 
The 

founded by the 
rated by Congress in 1 

operation in 1822. It 
and pleasant situation 
the city, one mile from the President’s 
house, and two and a half miles from 

the Capitol. Its buildings 
a College edifice of 4 stories, 
by 46, having 48 rooms for students, 
a chapel, dec.; another edifice of the 

same dimensions is erected, and con¬ 
nected with the first by a building of 
one story, 80 feet by 40, designed for 
a^efrectory; a philosophical hall and 
2 houses for professors. The College 
has a good philosophical apparatus 
and library of 4000 volumes. The 
only public aid which it lias received 
was a grant from Congress of $25,- 
000 . 

The following is the course of study. 

Studies and text-books of the Col- 

* 

lege classes: 

Freshman Class. —Grace a Majora, 
vol. I. begun; Livy, first 5 books 
Adams’ Roman Antiquities; 
bridge Course of Mathematic 
prising, 1. Lacroix’s Arithmetic 
Euler’s Algebra, .3. Legendre’s 
ometry, begun; Worcester’s Geograt 
phy, Murray’s Grammar 

Rhetorical Grammar* writin 

lations of select portions 
and Greek Classic 
weekly; revision 
dies required for 
Sophomore 
vol. i. 


Legendre’s 
Lacroix’s Al- 







tion; Hedge’s 
Geometry, 









com- 
pherieaf Trigo- 
icatiou of 4|r s 
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STRICT 



COLUMBIA 




A preparatory school is conm 
with the College, io which pupil 

j* 1 1 • « _ i -—ST * * 


? ebra to 

Ionic Sections, begun; S. 

Geography; Tytler’s General Histo-, fitted lor admission to the Fresh] 
r r t Horace, Latina Excerpta; compo- or higher classes, studies, rear 
sition and declamation weekly. . iwriting, English Grammar, Ant] 
Junior Class. —Gr»ca -Mtjora, vol.jtic, and Geography. Adams* I 
II. begun; Blair’s Lectures on R he-! Grammar, Histona Sacra, Csi 
toric; Puley a Natural- I neology;.Commentaries,—Virgil, Sallust 







it in ©ijii 
AJt 
are i 



Geometry, finished; 6, To-;Cicero’s Select 
pography, or the Application of Gt-, Greek Grammar 
ometry to Projections, Dialling, Meu*jJacobs 1 
suration of heights and distances :;sion to 
gation, Nautical Astronomy,(ledge of 
urveying, Levelling, &c. Farrar's;lent, is required 
fatural Philosophy, began; Ciccrojbra and other hi 
Officiis, dti Senectute, and de A mi- [pursued in this sehoo 
citia ; Paley’s Moral Philosophy;! There art* also connected with ! 
•Natural History; Chemistry, Camp | establishment a medical departffl 
bell’s Philosophy of Rhetoric; de*; which was organized in 1824, ai 
claination and composition. I large and commodious building 

Senior Class. —GrcecaMajora, Vo! :been erected for the use of the lits) 
II* finished; Cicero de Oratore ; se-jtion, on 10th st. about equi-dil 
itct portions of Homer’s Iliad: 7 ifrom the Capitol and the Preside 
Differential and Integral Calculus;;house. This building is lar 
Farrar’s Natural Philosophy, finish* 
ed; Stewart’s Philosophy of the 
Mind; Paley’s Evidences; Butler’s 
Analogy; Vattel’s Law of Nations; 

Constitution of the United States; 

■Kent’s Commentaries, Vol. I. decla¬ 
mation and composition. 

The higher Clusses are admitted t<>,sor of Chemistry, 
courses of Lcctnres on-Natural Phi-| The second story contains 
lo.sophy, Anatomy and Pliysiologyjrooms, public and private, of the J 
Chemistry, Botany Moral and Intel* feseors of the Theory and Practic 

Philosophy. (Medicine and of Materia Medica, 

■ The College year is divided into^of the institutes of Medicine and 
two sessions, of about five months ical Jurisprudence, 
each; the first, from the second Wed-I In th 
«esday of January, to the first Wed-. Theatre, 
nesday of June, when the summer pied by the 
vacation of Iw# nttnths occurs: lhe,5hirgery and 
second, from the first Wednesday ofj The 
August, to the third Wednesday of most a 
December, when the annual com- niently 
mencement takes place, and the win¬ 
ter vacation of one month begins. 

Chi occasions of great interest, thei pose 
students are permitted to hear the ar -tion 
Ifufnent® in the Supreme Court of the:the school, care has been taken 
United States, and the debates in (provide space, light and security, 
^©ngress. gether with every other specific i 


rge 

commodious, consisting of 3 elan 
stories, with a roof peculiarly i 
structed for the admission of ligh 
to all the apartments appropriate 

anatomical purposes. ' ■ 

Qa the ground floor is the Lee 
Room, Laboratory, dec. of the Pn 







theatre ■ is designed frbtan 
pproved plans, and is cm 

with the rooms 
rior part of the bu 
iah are intended for the j 
Practical Anatomy. In r 
this particular departmen 













washing 


venience that may afford to the stu¬ 
dent facility in proreeatlng to adren. 
tage this necessary part of his colle¬ 
giate studies. 

• nislied himself with ill theAnatomi- 
cal preparations which are necessary 
to., nu course, and with large col- 

the structure, of those minute pans 
which cannot be fully displayed with- 
in the recent or proposed subject, are 
exhibited to view on a magnified 





« 


of his colle- ence, Moral 





Classes, via. 
Physical Sci- 
cal Science, 
the fine arts. 
> held on the 


Tho Professor of Chemistry is in 
[possession of an extensive apparatus, 
by the aid of which, all the important, 
experimental illustrations, belonging 
to Jiis department, are presented to the 
class. 

•. The ticket of each Professor k $15: 
and all persons who have attended 
two full Courses, at this School, are 
entitled to attend succeeding Courses 

free‘of expense. 

, -The requisites for graduation are 

similar to those required in the most] 

respectable institutions in the country, j 
The candidate must have studied 3 
years under the direction of some re¬ 
gular physician. He must have at¬ 
tended each Professor two full Cour¬ 
age* or he shall have attended one full 
Course in this. School, and one in 
some other respectable medical insti¬ 
tution. He must have entered his 
name with the Dean as a at nidi date 
for graduation, and delivered to him 
an inaugural dissertation on some 
medical subject, 30 days before the 


The annual meetings are held on the 
last Saturday in each year. 

There are 3 Banks,— the Bank of 
Was Kington^ —capital $479,120,— 
The Bank of the Metropolis i -—m- 
pital §500,000, and the Patriotic 
Bank ,—capital $250,000. There are 
19 houses of public worship, 3 Cath¬ 
olic, 4 Episcopalian, 3 Methodist, 4 
Baptist, 1 Unitarian and 1 Friends’, 
also 2 public free schools, and a great 
many other well conducted schools, 
where the usual branches of education 
are taught, as well as the dead Lan¬ 
guages and Mathematics. Schools for 
young ladies, are also established In 
various parts of the city; and there is 
1 orphan asylum, constituted in 1815, 
a colonization society (the mother) in¬ 
stituted in -1817; 6 well organized 
fire companies and a Masonic Lodge. 
'Regular lines of steam-boats ply from 
t Washington to A lexandria, Baltimore, 
Norfolk, Ac., and numerous stage®' ran 
to other places,— among which are 8 
[daily coaches to Baltimore. Tfie 
territory now Washington was form¬ 
erly a part of Prince George Co. 
Md. amt was ceded to the United 
Stale® m 1790. In i8CK> it became 
the seat of government, and 1802 wds 
incorporated as a city. In 1812 it 
was remodelled, and finally chartered 


the seat of government, and 1802 wds 
incorporated as a city. In 1812 it 
was remodelled, and finally chartered 
in 1815. The government is coift- 




The 

Mood* 

till the 
the lect 
90 for 
iriculat 


m 


nces on the 1st 
, and continue 

f. The fee for 

inch, is §15 or 
iree;—the ma- 
raduatine fee 


posed of a Mayor, 
a cpmtoon Council 
these are elected te 

ml 

latter for 1, and thi 
dermen for i years, 
The Navy Yah 
established and org 
of Oonffr«6 f appro 


i in illliJI. 


Navv Yard in this fcity whs 
ied and organised by the act 
press, approved 27th March, 
It contains within its limits 


§ 20 . 

■■ Tim v Columbian Institute” for the 
promotion of the Arts- and Sciences, 
was-formed at- Washington in, 1816, 
avid incorporated bv Cone fees in 

64 


1804. -It contains within its limits 
about 28 acres; and is enclosed by 
a high brick wall, with an entrance 
frotri thr north, through an arched 
gateway, on each side-of which *afre 
accommodations for the marine otfcrr 
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and guard, attached to the Ytrd. Thei 
buildings for th& officer are commo¬ 
dious,—and appropriate, quarter# for sufficient 
the Commandant, Master Com- dimensions 
mandunt, Lieutenaat, Sailing Master, 

: -for store 
and a Navy Store, 
in the second story; 
a rigging loft in the 
Commandant’s, and 
labratory for the pre- 
ordinance fixtures and 
second story of which is 
well arranged armory. 

An armorer’s shop for' repairing 
small arms ; an iron-foundry ; a brass 
attd composition foundry ; a chain ca¬ 
ble,* and caboose shop; an anchor 
•help, smithery and plumber's shop ; a 
Week maker’s shop, a saw mill, and 
rooms for machinery work, dec. 2 tim¬ 
ber sheds on inched -columns, one 

m 

with a j«ner’« shop, and the other 
with-a mould loft in the second story; 

2 -ship houses over foundations, and 
ways* for buildings and -launching 
ships of any size. All the buildwg6 
fere large and of-substantial construc¬ 
tion, and afford every convenience far 
building and quipping vessels' for 
fee*. 1 ©re is bin the Yard a fresh 
water dock for seasoning timber, <kc. 

‘For the purpose# -of'-the Navy there 
are some valuable.' manufactories es- 





stonea, 4 drill 
Ike. wfrtlii 


capable of receiving 
number of saws 
a log to any 
_ through 

the gate. Two hammers for forging 
anchors, Jtc. 2 large hydraulic bel¬ 
lows, 2 circular saws, 1 turning and 
boring lathe, 
can be converted 
boring steam 
turning lathes, 
lathes for boring 
other machinery, required to facilitate 
the operations of the several -depart¬ 
ments in the adjoining buildings. 

There is also, situated in-the 8: E. 
comer of the -Yard, a machine far 
proving rope and chain-cables; the 
mechanical force of which is So pow¬ 
erful, that two men can p irt - a cable 
suitable for a ship-of' 111 ® laityestaiTC. 
Considerable as a strain -tamst-be. Suf¬ 
ficient to part a 24- inch cable, (term 
strain of 100 ton*,) such is the accura¬ 
cy of the operation of the* indefe,* that 
two ounce® thrown into -die scale w»- 

da 

pended from the end of the lever, Will 
sensibly afiett the -index thereby at 
ording an opportunity of calculating 
ihe strainon the caWew " 






m 


-dinary 

weight 


tMMi 


in'the Yard; and for it gen- 
are made anchors, chain ca- 

cfebooees,- • blocks,- ordnance- fix- 
atores of every kind ; brass 
composition -castings-, To 

the Operations in -the manu> 

atticles, much labor- 
has lieeo ererfed ; 
which is a steam en- 
14 horse power, by 
kept in continual mo- 
shafts, with their or- 

, dtc. to the! 
t., L qr, lbs. 
the opera- 
requisite 


cable with the* great¬ 
est precision. 

About a mile above the -Yard is a 

large-powder magazine,.and a wait. 

house for the' storage of salt petite; $th. 

There is generafly employed in the 

Yard for the manufactories,.and as 

laborers, about 200 men; when ships 
are building or repairing, the munbn 


fee 

saving 
the priori pa 





which -there 







is proportionably 
cmployrrientof 
boat-builders, mast 
nage makers, sail 
6lc. The Yard is 
ed on 

branch : the 







power and motion i® eoav 



to two 


an easy 
sloops of war 



the 
hers, 
edr- 
coopers, 
situat- 
Eastern 
affords 
frigates. 


TATES 1 ARSEKiL 

southern extremity 
of land fbrzn- 
of the Potomac and 







Anacostia rivers. 
mg at the 
at the seat 
tral in a 
selected in 
for an Arsenal 
uihcture and 
Stores. For 


This position, be 






view,, was 

site 

the man- 

Military 

purposes it wm 

1812; when 
* 

declaration of 
strong batteries 





cen- 


In the autumn 
shops were rebuilt.; 
tureand preparation 
went on as before, 
store house and 
were.erected, 
of ihe fort. In 
was withdrawn 
moved, and permanent 
sides, approacha- jclusively for Arsenal 

the i 


Gen- 


work 
anufae^ 
army supplies 

a large 
quarters 






garrison 


erected 


to protect 


A ne¬ 





on the same groun 
river channels lead-1 those built in 1816 y 
Yard and other parts |a rectangular parallelogram. 

From this time, the place cording to present a rraoff erftentSi 

there are two buildings for . the d£po* 
site of muskets, rides, pistols, swords 
and other small arms; 3 for thedwol* 
lings of officers and artificers; and.4 
large work shops, besides other 
smaller buildings. One of.the shops 
contains a steam engine which. drive# 
various machines, made use .of jif& rs* 


# r ■ 
was known by the name Fort Wash- 

ton;, notwithstanding its entire want 

of defence on the land- side; which 

made it necessary* after the -British 

army had entered Washington, for 

the American troops to vacate it— 

This was done during the night of 

the 24th. of August, 1814, after burn- 


ing the work shops and mmoving as i pairing small arms* and. in BianuiaGr 
much property as time would permit jturing artillery carriages. Of tbs 

"latter, a considerable number nm to* 

0 • 

nually made at the place—rmostly -four 
the use of-the militia. • 

• •• The ■ Arsenal Guntaina-ipany thqut 
sand arms, consisting of nil flas usual 
varieties. They are neatly arranged 


The next morning a detachment of 
500 British troop marched to the 
fort, and commenced the destruction 
of wnatever had been left in a ser¬ 
viceable state. Among other things, 
were a number of 18 pounder guns. 




garrison in the haste of , in open frames, and. being kept in per 

an impost 





de tore, mounted in battery and un-1 feet order* prei & 

spiked—these they attempted to des- pen ranee Forty thousand 
troy by discharging one against the can be fully armed and equipped 

; but, most unfor- an hour’s notice., On the main, 
operators, the first front of the Arsenal, are 
tappened to be ordnance, including 
irection of a well near land mortars of various 


a* 

plain till 

pkom of 
howitsem 

of ..§ 








large 
placed 
vent its 

enemy, 

*» 

was the 
which one 

m a a a 

entered the 
.with all the prid® 
lag from victory, 
wounded. Among 





some .of the wadding 


Among them are seen 

thrown by the dis-i late ana revolutionary .wars 

fire to a Bennington, 

, previously Bridgewater. 

garrison to pre- ‘ There is alio a cannon, relick of 

of the (the revolutionary content, tfmde.io 
on 1 Virginia of hammered iron, 
consequence; by kfats name 
500 m*n, who [which was 
minutes before, riod. 
hilar it 




It fap: t» 




Mtr that m 






tdL ths 


rsenal grounds, dots* not diler from 

, From the 


killed, was a other parts of the 




feet (building the public -edifices at Wash* 
inff I ifjffton. which were destroyed hr fine 


surface there is an average of 10 feet building the public edifices m Wash* 
in depth of 'ferruginous clay, resting ington, which were destroyed hy fire 
on alternate horiiontal strata of sand in 1814. The building of jails for 
and gravel, In which are found de- Alexandria count? and Washington 
tached parcels of bog iron ore. _ county,—the purcru sp of a C. H. for 
• The following watement of expen- Washington count*,—4he erection of 
ditures, (by the United States) in a United States’ Penitent: f, and a 
Washington, to. January 1st, 1830, variety of other items, not phiTgaWc 
includes the entire expenses of re* to the sales of city lots. 

Prior to 1816. 

Purchase of ground for public purposes, - 38,697.93 ■ - 

Purchase of stone quarries, - - - 30,225.31 

Surveying und marking boundaries, - - 67,469.76 

Opening and improving streets, - - 83,646.82 

Bridges over Rock, Tiber and James’ Creeks, 15,041.99 ' ; ■" 

Building wharfs, - - - - - 9,130.1? * 

Building sheds for workmen, - - - 4,681.28 

Digging canal from James to Tiber creek, - 5,670.61 • ■■■' 

Interest on loans, commissions, dtc. - - 165,533.93 

Salaries, &c.. 119,906.65 


38,697.92 

30,225.31 

67,469.76 

83,646.82 

15,041. 

9,130.1? 

4,681.28 

5,670.61 

165,533.98 

119 t 906.Q5 


Capitol, dec. 

Prior to burning in August, 1814, 

From 1814 to January 1, 1830, 

Temporary Committee rooms, - 
Enclosing the square, .... 
Alterations in the Capitol, 

■Graduating: and improving the square, 
Allegorical clock, .... 

Furnishing committee rooms in centre building, 

President’s House, dec. 

Prior to burning in August, 1814, 

From 1314 to January 1, 1830, 

Alterations, - - 

Covering the roof, - 
Erecting walls and gates, 

Graduating and improving the square, 


49Q.O04.3q 


788,071.28 

1,704,250.2? 

2,771.96 

71,602.67 

5,507.84 

20,716,99 

2,000.00 

3,579.90 


2,596,500.2 \ 


333,207.04 

300,072,37 

1,045.63 

5,405.32 

5,887.78 

19,009.51 


Offices. 






me Houses 




in August, 1814, 
inuary, 1830, - 

?tween 1814 and 1820, 
Engines, dec. 

of the City Hall, for Court, 
ire 249, for water, 







15,673. 
i 2,917 
9,064. 
10 , 000 . 



5Q 









Jail of Alexandria County, 
Penitentiary of the District 


! » 


11,186.03 

76,127.23 


140,960** 
$4,254,858.53 
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N. W. 

Md.,-— 

Md.,—S 

Poto 
strearq 
proaches 
length from 
breadth 
42- ‘ 


ery Co. 

’s Co. 

branch of 
« 

the main 
it ap- 




fo reign 
responds officially 
Ministers of the U 
reign Courts 
of Foreign 
United States. 



and cor? 
the. public 
tales at Fo? 

Ministers 

in the 
also 




nearly 





8 ms. in j the main 
to N. W.; mean! vernraeats, is 
area 42 sq. ms. or jpartmcnt.— Salary, 
whole district, ex- The office of 

38° 51', to 38° Treasury was created 
long, from 0° G' G" 2d of September, 17 
ffie Capital The tends all the fiscal 

Government, and, upon 
sponsibilitv, recommends 


surface of this Co. is very finoly di¬ 
hill and dale. Rock 





res? 


near the northern angle,; measures for improving the condition 
and meandering ii> 4 general direc- of the revenue. He holds his office 

N. to S. f enters Potomac at the will ot the President; is, by 
the city of Washington and; usage, a member of the Cabinet; and. 



Georgetown. ?h. slope of the whole! ex-officio, one of the Commissioners 
county is indeed from N. to S., and of the Sinking Fund.-—Salary, #G,? 
except very rapid. The soil 000. 

enerally thin, thougn some favora ! Accounts of the government are fi? 
le exceptions exist. Exclusive of; nally settled at the Treasury Depart* 
W. C. and Georgetown, it contained j ment: for whiph purpose it is divided 
in 1830 a population of 2,994. The, into the office of the Secretary, (who, 
entire population of the two cities 
qnd the county, was in 1830, 30,262. 

The Civil List of the United 
States, though relating rather to the 
whole Union, than particularly to the 
District of Columbia, is a matter of] Treasurer, 
such general interest, that we will in-1 The First Comptroller examines 
sert it here: ■ ,rill accounts settled by the First and 

CIVIL LiST, j Fifth Auditors, and certifies the baj- 

nature and extent of the ' ances arising thereon to the Regist 
each officer of the Gene- countersigns all warrants 

of the U. States , the Sccerctarv of the 
■with the num- j warranted bylaw ; rc 
employed in cachdc- jeretary the official forms 
the aggregate >in the different offices 

|the public revenue; 




superintends the whole, but who ig 
not therefore, absolute, with respect tQ 
the power of adjusting claims or of 
I paying money;) into two Comptrol-. 

! lers, five Auditors, a Register, and 





act of 27th 
nated the 


of State was ere- and form of keepi 
15th September, accounts of 
that period, by! ployed therein 






Commissioner 
and, by 
binet 
of all treaties 


it was denomi- 

_ AU 

ex-officio, a 





preservation of 
subject to his revision 
I for the regular 
Fund,jneys which may 
Ca-;ry, §3,500. 

The Second 
accounts 






the 

ein- 
»the 
accounts 
provides 
of all mo- 
Sala- 



examineg 

a § 

the Second, 



Third, and Fourth 
the balance* to th 
Department in wki 
has been incurred 



rs, 


• • 



of the 





requisitions 
of the War 


* 

ments, and 
keeping an 
the persons 


Vcpartment m wmcn me expenditure 
has been incurred; countersigns al! 
requisitions drawn by the Secretaries 
of the War and Navy Departments, 
warranted by law; reports to the Se¬ 
cretaries the official forms to be used 
in the different offices for distributing 
the public money in those Depart¬ 
ments, and the manner and form of 
keeping and stating the account! of 
the persons employed therein. It is 
also his duty to superintend the pre- 
servation of the public accounts sub¬ 
ject to his revision. — Sala ry, §3,000. 

The First Auditor receives all ac¬ 
counts accruing* in the Treasury De¬ 
partment, and m relation to the reve¬ 
nue find the civil list; and, after exa¬ 
mination certifies the balance, and 
transm its the accounts, with the vouch¬ 
ers and certificates, to the First Comp¬ 
troller, for his decision thereon.—Sal¬ 
ary, $3,000. 

The Second Auditor receives and 

fictile* all accounts for the pay and 

clothing of the Army, subsistence of 

officers, bounties, anil premiums, Me¬ 
dical and Hospital Department, and 
National Armories,arimngand equip¬ 
ping the militia, Ordnance Depart¬ 
ment, Indian Department, Purchas¬ 
ing 'Department, the contingent ex¬ 
penses of the War Department, and 
all store accounts growing out of the 
foregoing. He examines the accounts, 
certifies the balances, and transmits 
the accounts with the vouchers and 
certificates, to the Second Comptrol¬ 
ler, for Ms decision upon them.—-Sal¬ 


ary, 

Vn 


counts relative 

the Army, the 

partment,. and 

of the . War E 

those referred i 

He examines 
& 

the balances, 


I 


them.—Salary, 


The Fourth AnJlluy receives ait 

a 

accounts accruing in the Navy De¬ 
partment, of relative to it. He exa¬ 
mines the accounts, certifies the MU 
ances, and transmits the accounts with 
the rouehera and certificate, to the 
Second Comptroller, for his decision 
upon them.—Salary, $3,000. 

The Fifth Auditor receives all ac¬ 
counts accruing in, or relative the 
Department of State, the General Post 
Office, and those arising out of Indian 
T rad e, exam i nes them, certifies the 
balances, and transmits the accounts 
with the vouchers and certificate, to 
the First Comptroller for his decision 
upon them. To the Fifth Auditor, 
also, has been assigned the. duties of 
Commissioner of the Revenue, which 
are considerable, embracing a-super¬ 
intendence of the light house estab¬ 
lishment, and a correspondence with, 
and superintendence over, the; collec? 
tors of the direct tax and.internal' re¬ 
venue.—Salary, $3,000; 

To this office has been assigned by 
the President also, the duty of agent 
of the Treasury, under the act of 15th 
May, 1820, for conducting all suits at 
law, in which the United States are 
concerned. 

The- Treosurer receives and keeps 

the money of the United States, and 
disburses the same upon warrants 
drawn-by the Secretary of the Trea¬ 






tor receives all ac* w* f 
the subsistence of anc 
ar ter master 5 s De- Un 
rally all accounts To 
rtment, other than Sta 
e Second Auditor, tro 
accounts, certifies fins 
transmits the ac- era 


sury* counteraignc 
Comptroller ana A 
ed bv the Register. 

The Register 
keeps all accounts i 
expenditures of tl 
and of all date du 
United States; he 
Tonnage Account 
States; he receives 




proper 
record. 













receipts and 
die money, 
>r from the 
the District 
the United 
the Corap 
h have been 



counts, with the 
om : s to die Sec 





fori or 


ljusted, and, with their vouch- 
certificatcs, preserves them; 
is all warrant* for the receipt 
mt of money* at the Treasu- 







ry» certifies 
transmits to 
Treasury copie 
balances 













ad i m in 

¥ 

of theltwo 


duties by 
sole ap¬ 
pointment of all Postmasters through* 
out the United States; themaking of 
1820, it]all contracts for carrying the mails; 
the Register of] and, in short, tin 

to ldw, for every 
institution, 
of President 
tion, he is a 
Salary, §6,000. 

Board of Commissioners 
Navy .—This Board vras 


statistical 
commerce of the Unit- 

Congress. 



to the 



*s administrm- 



dr Department was created 
August, 1789, The 
, at first, had the su¬ 


perintendence of Naval Affairs. On!by act of 7th of February, 1 

consists of three Captains of 
vy, in rank not below that of ft Post 
Oftotain. The Board is by law, at- 



80th- of April, 1798, however, a 
separation toolc place, and a Navy 
Department' was established. The 
Secretary of War superintends every 

branch of the military department; 
and is, by usage, a member of the 
cabinet. He holds his office at the 
will of the President. Attached to 
the War Department, and under the 
immediate direction of the Secretary, 
are an Engineer Office, an Ordnance 
Office, an Office for tiie Commissary 
General of Subsistence, a Paymas¬ 
ter General’® Office, a Surgeon Gene¬ 
ral's Office, a Bounty Land' Office, 
and a Pension Bureau. All these 
offices, together with the Head-Quar¬ 
ters of the Commanding General, 
(Major General Macomb,) and the 
Adjutatit General’s and Quartermas¬ 
ter-General's Offices, are located at 
Washington.—Sa ary, §6,000. 

The office of Secretary of the Na¬ 
vy ■ was created by act of the 

He issues all orders to 






ptain. 

tached to the office of the Secretary 

jof the Navy, and under his 
tendence; discharges all the mini 
rial duties of that office relative 
the procurement of naval stores 
materials, and the construction, arma¬ 
ment, equipment and employment of 
vessels of war, as well as otheT maf^ 
ters connected with the Naval Estab- 

w 

lishment of the United States.” 

The number of Clerks em 
in the State Department, including 

those in the patent' office, with thtejr 
messengers, are 20 —whose joint sala¬ 
ries amount to §22,000. ■ ' ' 

In the Treasury Department thertf 
are employed ten clerks with one 
messenger.—Their joint salaries artr 

§13,750. 

In the First Com 
e 30th of} there are employed fifteen 

one messenger- 



su 
m 

Bdard of 




his 

Navy is 
cabinet, an 



United States, and; amount to 818,450. 

In the Second 
are employed 
messenger—their 
mount to §10, 

In the First 
are ample 
messenger 
to §13, 



concerns of the Na- 
generally. A 

i was 
7th February, 
discharge of 
The Secretary of the 
usage, a member of the 
olds his office at the will 
of tile President.—Salary, 

'Ocnerai Post Opce.— 
pertinent is under the atiperinienitinci 





of : a Post Master General 



iais id- 



one 
amount 



In the Second Auditor’s Office there 
are emplb] d fourteen clerks—whose 
joint salaries amount to §16,350. 

• In the Third Auditori* G. iea th 







are cm 
messenger- 
mount to f 

In the'Fourth Auditor’s Office there 
are employed fifteen clerks— whose 
joint salaries amount to §17,050. 

In the Fifth Auditors Office there 

twelve clerks—whose 
amount to §14,400. 
Treasurer’s Office there are 
employed five clerks—whose joint 

Dt to §6,050. 

the Register’s Office there are 
employed twenty clerks, with two 
messengers, whose joint salaries a- 
mount to §23,500. 

Commissioner General o f the Land 
Office, with a salary $3,000.—In this 
office there are employed eighteen 
clerks, with one messenger—their 
Joint salaries'being #20,150. 

In the War Department, there are 
employed fifteen clerks, with one 
messenger whose joint salaries are 
§19,850. 

In the Adjutant General’s Office 
are employed two clerks*— their joint 
salaries being §2,950. 

In the Paymaster General’s Office 
there are employed three clerks and 
One messenger —their joint salaries 
being $4,600. 




Ordnance Department there 
4 loyed three clerks—whose 
salaries amount to §2,950. 

In the Surgeon General’s Office, 
there are employed one clerk with a 
salary of §1,150. 

In the Quartermaster General’s 
Office there are employed two clerks 
—their joint salaries being $2,150. 




are 
isiiJaries 





s salary 


In the Navy 
employed seven clerks, 
amount to §9 

There are 
sioners, whoseioint 
to §10,509. The 
is $2,000. In this office are employ¬ 
ed six clerks—their joint salaries 
amounting to $6,750—also a Drafts* 
man, whose salary is #1,000, and a 
Messenger at §700. 

There are two Navy Constructors, 
whose salaries amount to §5,300, and 
a Naval Storekeeper—at 
annum. 

Besides the General Postmaster 
there arc two Assistant Postmaster 
Generals, whose salaries amount to 
§5,000—-and in the General Post Of- 
jfiee there are employed forty-four 
lolerks and one messenger —whose 

Salaries amount to 40,200. 

1 
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Addenda to the Gazetteer of Virginia and District of 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF 

By an act of Assembly, 1833, the counties and towns 

21 Congressional Districts, in the manner 
Contains the counties of Norfolk, Prince 
mond, borough of Norfolk, Elizabeth 
Wight. 

•Is composed of Sussex, 

George, Greensville and the town 
■Iscomposed of Powhatan, Amelia 
and Nottoway. 

-Is composed of Brunswick, 

Dinwiddie. 

composed of Prince 
and Cumberland. 

Is composed of Campbell, Halifax 
composed 
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Goochland 
enburg and 


Buckingham 
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and Henry 
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District 8th 





York, Mathew 












II 

























6th 


lili 


INI 


US 


;ester, 

Wii- 

King 


composed of Essex, Caroline, 

William and Middlesex. 

Is composed of Westmoreland, Richmond, 
thumberland, King George, Stafford and Pr 

of Henrico, Charles City, 

Richmond and New Kent. 

composed of Albemarle, Nelson, Fluvanna 
Amherst. 

composed of Spottsyl vania, Culpeper, 

Madison and Orange. 

composed of I^oudoun, Fauquier and Fairfax. 

—Is composed of Morgan, Jefferson, Berkley, Hampshire and 
Frederick. 

composed of Rockingham, Shenandoah, Page, Hardy, Pen¬ 
dleton and Bath. 

17th— Is composed of Rockbridge, Augusta, Alleghany, Botetourt, 

Montgomery and Floyd. 

-.Is composed of Wythe, Washington, Grayson, Scott, Lee, 
Smyth, Tazewell and Russell, 

-lacomposed of Fayette, Nicholas, Greenbrier, Monroe* Giles, 
Logan, Kanawha and Cabell. 

Is com,posed of Harrison, Lewis, Wood, Mason, Jackson, 
Randolph and Pocahontas. 

Is composed of Monongalia, Preston, Tyler, Ohio and 
Brooke. * 


1 




18th 

19th 

20th 


21st 


ELECTORAL DISTRICTS. 


Bv act of Assembly, 1833, this state was divided into twenty- 
tors 1 Districts—to provide, for the appointment of Electors to 
si dent and Vice-President of the United States, and are as follow 
District 1st—Norfolk, Princess Anne, Nattsemond, the 

folk, Elizabeth City and the Isle of Wight, shal 
district. 

—The counties of Sussex, Southampton, Surx 
Greensville, and the town of Petersburg, shall 








4th 





counties of Powhatan, Amelia, 
and Nottoway, shall form another di 
Th» counties of Brunswick, 
Dinwiddie, shall form another 
The counties of Prince Edward, 
Cumberland and Fluvanna, 

counties of Halifax, Campbe 
another district. 

The counties of Pittsylvania, Franklin 
shall 

JF fVWWP 








and Patrick, 
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District 8th 






City* Gloucester, 
form another 


Essex, Ca- 



Nor- 
William, 





Amhent, 








in 


li 


If 


A 

« «. 


<14 


II 


counties of King 

md Middlesex, shall form an 
counties of Westmoreland, Richmond, 
ibumberland, King George, Stafford and 
shall form another district, 

-The counties of Henrico, Charles City, Hanov< 
and the City of Richmond, shall form another 
-The counties of Albemarle, Nelson, Lotus* 
shall form another district. 

■The counties of Spottsylvania, Culpeper, 

Madison and Orange, shall form anotner district. 

-The counties of Fauquier, Loudoun and Fairfax,, 
another district. 

-The counties of Jefferson, Berkley, Morgan and Hampshire 
shall form another district. 

■The counties of Frederick, Shenandoah and-Page, shall form 
another district. 

■The counties of Hardy, Preston, Randolph,- Pendleton and 

Rockingham, shall form another district. 

-The counties of Augusta, Rockbridge, Bath and Alleghany* 
shall form another district. 

•The counties of Greenbrier, Nicholas, Pocahontas* Fayette 
and Monroe, shall form another district 
■The counties of Botetourt, Giles, Montgomery, Grayson, 
Floyd and Wythe, shall form another districts 
21st—The counties of Washington, Tazewell, Russell, Scott, Lee 
and Smyth, shall form another district 
The counties of Kanawha, Mason, Cabell, Logan, 'Lewis, 
Harrison and Jackson, shall form another district 
The counties of Brooke, Ohio, Tyler, Monongalia and Wood, 
shall form another district. 

it further enacted , That the elections for president and vice-presi- 
United States shall be held and conducted in all respects, accord- 
provisions of the said act to provide for the appointment of elec- 
choose a president and vice-president of the United States, passed at 
session of the general assembly : Provided only , 

each vote for twenty-three electors, 
tpofcd of one person from each electoral 


16th 

17th 

18 tk 

19th- 

20th- 


22d 

23d 






•ident 




wealth, or if no one 
ill the 
any two 
be * hokfen, 
same manner as if 
for that .purpose b 
That the sai 


enacted. That if the executive 
commissioners to conduct the election 
vict-sresident within any county or corporation 










commonwealth 
electors of p re- 

~ this common. 

should attend 
be lawful for 
election is to 


commissioners so a 
by law, then it 
of the count 

the said election, and to make returns thereof in th< 
had been regularly appointed and commissioned 
executive of this commonwealth: Provided , how- 

peace shall take the oath Bwicrflbtid hj 
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law for commlMionera 
tion, before 
act. 





by the 


to 



alec- 
prescribed by this 
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“The election of delegates, and of the eight senators 
classes of senatorial districts, in the room of those who will 

in the several counties, cities, towns 
court days in the month of April of every future 

2. No elector shall vote more than once for any senator 
any one election. 

3. Every white male citizen of this commonwealth resident 
twenty-one years and upwards (other than such as have refused to give as¬ 
surance of fidelity to the commonwealth) being possessed, or whose tenant 
for years, at will or at sufferance is possessed of twenty*five acres of land, 
with a. house, the superficial content of the fouudation whereof in twelve feet 
square, or equal to that quantity, and a plantation thereon; .or fifty acres of 
unimproved land ; or a lot or part of a lot of land in a city or town estab- 

by act of general assembly, with a house .thereon of the like super¬ 
ficial content or qu amity, having in such land an estate of freehold at the 
least, and (unless the title shall have come to him by descent, devise, mar¬ 
riage or marriage settlement) having been so poss .eel six months, shall be 

qualified to vole for delegates to serve in general assembly, for the count 
city, town, borough or election district respectively, in which the land lit 
If the fifty acres of land, ’being one entire parcel. Me in several counties, the 
holder shall vote in that county wherein the greater part of the land licfth 
only; and if the twenty-five acres of land, being oue'-en tire parcel lie in sev¬ 
eral counties, the holder shall vote in that county wherein the house tand* 
etb only, la right of land held by parceners, joiat tenants, or tenants in 
common, qualified to exercise the right of suffrage according to the former 
constitution and laws, but one vote snail be'given fey all the holders capable 

may be present, and agree to' vote for-the same candidate m 
, unless the quantity of land, in case partition had been mmdm 
sufficient to entitle every holder present to vote sepan tely 
unless some one or more of the holders may lawfully vote in right ol unoUMT 
estate or estates in the same county ; in which case, the others-may Vflf%jf 
holding solely, they might have voted. L ■ .* 

4. Every white male citizen of the commonwealth, resident therein, agad 

and upwards, being qualified to exercise the right of silt 

the fourteenth section of the third articl 

to vote for members of the general assembly; in.tfan 

If the land in the said coostittttifom mentioned 
one entire parcel, lie in several counties, and' be‘in- 





manner therein 
and referred 
sufficient in 
said counties 
or leasehold 
shall veto in 
find any citizen 
to a reversion, or 






entitle the person interested 
non, whether he be 
r he bo tenant in common 
wherein the 

rif ht to vote, in 
remainder in 







to vote in all the 
estate of fiaefcsrf I 
tenant or parcener, 
land belli tsulf; 
of. being eatifldt 
mm estate for Uftatr 





lives, in 
counties, 
said counties 
lieth only, 
ceners, in 















in several 
e in all die 
of llie land 
tenants or par- 
interest in land, 

who, 
former 
the pre* 
iven in manner 










g one entire 
cient in value to entitle 

that county wherein the 
o or more tenants in common, 
reversion or remainder, havin 
insufficient to entitle them 
exercise the right of suffrage, ac 
have had that right conferred 
vote or votes shall in such case 
say : if the value of land be sufficient to entitle them to 
one vote only, tne same shall be given by all the said tenants in common, 
joint tenants or parceners, capable of voting, who may 
to vote for the same candidate or candidates. If the value of the 

e them to more than one vote, the votes to w 
titled, shall be given by all the said tenants in common, joi 
ceners, capable of voting, who may be present, and agree as 
elate or candidates to whom the said votes shall be given. No one 

such tenants in common, joint tenants or parceners, shall give 
one vote at the same election ; nor shall auy greater number of 
votes be given by such tenants in common, joint tentants or parceners, than 
the value of the undivided land held by them may entitle them to give, ac¬ 
cording to the constitution. When a vote or votes shall have been given as 
aforesaid, by such tenants in common, joint tenants or parceners, the whole 
of the said tenants in common, joint tenants and parceners, not having been 
present, and not having agreed to the said vote or votes, if lie or they, who 
were absent at the giving of the said vote or votes, should afterwards appear 
at the said election, before the taking of the votes is at an end, and to the of¬ 
ficer conducting the said election, object to the said votes as given, tine same 
■hall be stricken from the poll. When an election shall be held at differ¬ 
ent places in the same county, and such tenants in common, joint tenants or 
parceners, entitled to only one vote, shall be polled at different places, and 
for a different candidate or candidates, their votes shall be stricken from the 

When an election shall he held at different places in the same coun- 
and such tenants in common, joint tenants or parceners, entitled to give 
more votes than one, shall give their votes at different places, and in opjio* 

each other, the said voles shall be stricken from the poll, if it sn ll 
hat all the said tenants in common, joint tenants or 
not agree, before such votes were polled, to whom they 

or more of such tenants in common, joint 
, reversion or remainder, having interest i 
be insufficient to entitle them all to vote, if 
more i may lawfully vote in right of another 

Mime . the others may vote in the same manner 

estate or estates in the same county, had no interest 
Iffiatever in the undivded land belonging to the said tenants in common, 
joint tenants or 



















general assembly; or 
wage, in con 
wealth, with 
iaiasedj each 

tin? commonwealth 





vote a second time at any 
any person shall claim 
>f having paid a part of 
may have been, bv his 
person shall, for 








members of 
le right of su.fi 

compipn- 
own procurement, falsely ns- 
offence, forfeit and pay to 

hirtv-three 
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dollars thirty 
court of law 
is committed 
literary 





cents, recoverable by motion in the superior or inferior 
the county, city, town or borough, in which the offence 
le name and on behalf of the president and directors of the 

motion, 
election* 

lie* 













s notice shall have 
going 10, abiding at, and returnin, 
from arrest one day for every 
exclusive of the day of election: 
executed during such privilege, shall be 

the duty of the sheriff’ or other 
ir on the poll the vote of any person who 
es such person to be qualified to vote, or 
take an oath, which the said sheriff or other officer 
hereby authorised to administer, or make 
said sheriff or other officer conducting the said 
: “/, A. D. do swear , (or do solemnly affirm, as (he 
in my conscience believe myself to be duly qualified to vote 
or delegates for the county , city , tmen, borough , or election 
, or for a senator for the district of which the county , city , 

, or elect ion district of is a part , to serve in the general as* 

i embly of this commonwealth: So help me God. 1 ' Of which oath or affir¬ 
mation, a note shall be made in the poll book opposite, and referring to, the 
name of the person swearing or affirming. The making such oath or aft 
firniation, or any other oath or affirmation by this act required, falsely, 
be perjury. 

a In the cose of an election of a delegate or delegates for a county, city, 
town, or borough, the candidate or candidatrs appearing to have the greatest 
number of votes, shall be considered elected; or when the greatest number 
of votes for several candidates, if it be an election of a delegate or delegates 

fora county, city, town or borough, shall be equal to one another, the she* 
riff or other officer who conducted the election at the court house, may and 
shall declare which of the candidates he will elect, notwithstanding his vote 
as an elector may have been previously entered on the poll. 

9. The officers conducting elections at the court-house of each c 
town, or borough, within the senatorial districts of this commonwealth 

the times and places herein above directed, and from the said 
respective counties, ejties, towns, and boroughs, shall certify as 
the senator elected, the man who shall have the greatest number of votes iq 

and if the greatest number of votes for sev 
he equal to one another, and the votes of 
. it shall be decided by a lot taken by such returning 
meeting; a copy of wluth certificate shall be forth will 
front door of the court-house of the county, city, town, or 
their said meeting may be held, informing the public of 
senator elected In manner aforesaid; and another copy 

ivered to the clerk of the said county, city, town, 
him safely kept and preserved in bis office; and the 
any candidate or elector, at any time, to take a copy 

admitted to a poll a 
first time he 
have voted 
11 









cers 





the name 








said clerk 
thereof. 

10 . 

same election, a 
candidates m by 
1=:: so numerous, that they 
fain or ria® of water courses 







time at one and the 
not have voted for as many 
If the electors, who appear, 
polled faefore sunoting; or if by 
e electors may have bmm hindered 






from 
mg such 








officer conduct- 
of any aepa- 

the adjournment 
candidates or 
next day, and so 

ic notice 




ilace of 
ection, conclude the 




or under sheriff, or 
court-house, and the 
cause shall exist at any 
shall, by request of any one or 
ourn the proceeding on the poll 
three days, (Sundays 

at the door of the court- 
election, and shall, on the last day of the e 
g to the directions aforesaid; but if the 
not closed on the first day, the same 


cases whatsoever, where by law the sheriff i 
, in case of the death of the said sheriff, or other 

be to conduct such election, or where there shall be no such 
senior magistrate, and in his absence, inability, or incapacity, by 
being a candidate, the second, and so in succession to the junior magistrate, 

authorised empowered and required to perform the duties of the 
sheriff, prescribed by law in similar cases. And if the mayor of any town, 
city or borough, entitled to representation in the general assembly, shall, by 
death or any other cause whatever, l>e unable to attend and conduct the 
election according to the provisions of this act, the recorder, or if there he 
no recorder, or he be unable to attend, the senior alderman capable of at¬ 
tending, shall attend and conduct such election according to law. 

12. On complaint to either house of assembly, of an undue election or re¬ 
turn of any member to their house, which complaint shall "be lodged against 
such member withjn ten days after the meeting of the assembly, where the 
contested election shall have been held at the stated annual period, or \vi 
thirty days after the day on which tlie election shall have commenced, 
it be the election of a delegate,) or within thirty days after the day on which 

id' * gt • W*' 

the last election in tlie senatorial district shall have commenced, (if it be the 
elpptjon of a senator,) where such election shall hare been held in conse¬ 
quence of an intermediate vacancy, and such house shall be in session, or if 
in session, within twenty days after the meeting of the general assembly, 
1 house shall forthwith appoint some day for trying the same, ns shortly 










said house 
mine 







be consistent with fair enquiry, whereof notice 

ker to the party against whom the complaint 
l of trial may be lengthened from time to time, 
the house, and notice to the absent party. On 
, the committee of privileges and elections 
d election, and report to the house of w 
their opinion thereon, before they proceed to any ether 

on receipt of the said report, immediately 
either confirm or disagree to 
any person sworn before the 
evidence, under such circumstance! 
perjury, if done in the presence 
perjury. If upon such trial, 
delegate, it shall appear that e< 

for the petitioner and the sitting member, and the 
election at the court-house of the county, city, 
to cm, or borough, (if it be the election of a delegate from a county, city, 
town, or borough,) or a majority of the returning officer* of the election district, 
(I it be the election of a delegate from an election district,) shall swear, or 







same 
ed election of 
electors shall 
officer who 



are members, 

the 
deter- 

report, as to them 
committee, shall give 
is would have consti- 
a court of record, the 
the case of a contest- 
numbers of qualified 
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solemnly 
former case 
case, he or 
shall be 










ill upon 
appear that 



election in the 
return In the latter 
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equality had 

time ot their meeting to 

have declared the petitioner 

duly elected, and his name, i 

shall be erased,) shall be Inserted in 

, in the case of a contested election of a senator, it shall 

numbers of qualified electors shall have v 

sitting member, and a majority of the officers who made the 

election, shall swear, or solemnly affirm, that if such equa- 

at the time of their meeting to make the said return, tn 

the petitioner elected, such petitioner 

his name, instead of the name of the 
. * * 

erased,) shall be incited in the certificate 

directed to make certificates of elections as 
cause them to be delivered, those of delegates, to the 

delegates, and tho9e of senators, to the clerk of the senate, 
before the succeeding session of general assembly. 

For election of a delegate or senator, when a vacancy shall occur by 
or resignation, during the recess of the general assembly, a writ or 
writs shall he issued by the governor : and in all other cases of varaiacy,' 
such writ or writs shall be issued by the speaker of that house whereof he 
was a member; but if the vacancy be occasioned by acceptance of an office, 
the writ or writs shall not be issued without the special order of the house. 
And the officer m officers to whom such writ or writs shall be directed, so 
soon after the receipt thereof as he or they may be able, shall give to the 
©lectors notice thereof, as well as of theiime and place of election, by ad¬ 
vertisement to be allied at four of the most convenient places in the county, 
city, town or borough, and shall cause the election to be made in the man¬ 
ner herein before prescribed, and shall have the same power of adjourning 
the proceeding upon the poll, as in case of a general election. 

Any person who shall be a candidate for any county, city, town, bo- 
election district or senatorial district, to serve, if elected, in the 

who shall, directly or indirectly; give or agree to give 
or pretended elector, money, meat, drink, or other reward, in 
, or for having been elected, or who shall treat, directly or 
candidate for such or any other county, city, town, 

, or senatorial district, upon due proof thereof 
expelled. Provided* nevertheless, That nothing herein con 
tained shall be so construed, as to prevent any candidate from 
tercourse of friendship with his neighbors at his own house. 

or other officer conducting an election 
interfere in the election of senatois or 

candidates, he shall forfeit and 
six dollars sixty-six cents, to be 

or information, in any court of record, one moiety to the use of the inform¬ 
er, and the other to the use of the commonwealth, for the benefit of the lite¬ 
rary fund. 

17. All and 
and ought to 
both real and 
ments, executions 
fcfoofv or breach 













member and members of tne general assembly are, 

shall be, in their persons,* servants and estates, 
, exempt and privileged from all arrests, attach- 
other process whatsoever, save only for treason, 
, during his or iheir attendance upon the gen®- 
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■. and after, for every twenty mile* they yimst 
home; and, in the mean time, process in which 
suspended without abatement or discontinuance; 
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, so soon as such 
in execution, or be 

the freedom of speech and proccedi 
eneral assembly, and the preservation thereof 

of the people: Be it entitle 
or prosecute, or be aiding or abettin 
or members of the senate or house 
on account of any words spoken or written, any proposition 

the senate or house of delegates, every 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
ed, committed and tried therefor, as in other cases of misdemeanors, before 
the general court, or a superior court- of law of this commonwealth; and, 
being thereof convicted by the verdict of a jury, shall be adjudged to suffer 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, and shall pay"-a fine not 
exceeding two thousand dollars; which imprisonment and fine shall be as¬ 
sessed by a j u ry. 

• 19. And if any member or members of the said senate or house of dele¬ 
tes, shall be arrested or imprisoned, for, or on account of any words,'apo- 
en or written, or for any proposition made, or proceedings had in the said 
senate or house of delegates, such member or members may apply to the 
'general court, or a superior court ot law, or any judge thereof in vocation, 
for a writ of habeas corpus, who are hereby empowered and required to 
issue the same, returnable before the said court, or said - judge, or any other 
judge, and, upon the return thereof, to liberate and discharge such member 
or members, 

20. The provisions of this act shall be extended to the arresting and pro¬ 
secuting any person or persons, for words spoken or written, or for any 
propositions made, or proceedings had in the said senate or house of dele¬ 
gates, mnd to the discharging and liberating any person or persons, by habeas 
torpus t as aforesaid,‘although such person or persons shall, by disqualifica¬ 
tion, or from any other causes, have ceased to be a member of the said 
senate or house of delegates, at the time of such arrest or prosecution, or 

.judgment, or imprisonment, in consequence thereof: 
herein contained shall, in any respect, extend to 
house of the general assembly now hath or may exercise over 
‘members 

intending to contest the election of any omcr person, as 
lit senator or delegate from any senatorial district, county, city, town or bo- 

district, shall, within twoniv-fiive 
ection in the former case shall have 
day on which the election 
■, city, town or borough,) sha 
ifter the day on which the last e 
tion of a delegate for an election district,) shall 
the person whose election he intends to contest, 
and moreover, shall deliver to him, at the same time, 
to whose votes he hath objection, with the objection 
opposite to his name, stating that the person ohjected 
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eetion, or eligibility of 

id, (such objection 
his want of all, or 
constitution,) he shall in like manner 
particular objections; and the person 
shall, within twenty days after 
his part, 

the election of any person as a 
f the petitioner and the returned 
to take their depositions within one month after 
In writing as aforesaid, given by the petitioner to 
member, informing him as aforesaid, of his intention to contest f 
and they shall finish taking the same at least thirty days preceding the com¬ 
mencement of the ensuing session of the general assembly. And where 
such contest shall arise in consequence of any return made, on any^writ or 
writs issued by the governor, or by the speaker of either house" of the 
general assembly, to supply any vacancy which may have happened, the 
party contesting shall give notice in writing to the returned member of his 
intention to contest his election, and moreover shall deliver to him a list of 
those persons to whose votes he hath objection, with the objection to each 
voter written opposite to his name, stating that the person objected to is not 
qualified to vote according to the constitution, or in case of incapacity, that 
he labors under some express personal disability, according to tine provi¬ 
sions thereof, to exercise the right of suffrage; and if be have any other 
objection to the legality of the election, or the eligibility of the member 
returned as aforesaid, (such objection to the eligibility of such member 
being founded upon his want of all or any of the qualifications required by 
the constitution,) he shall in like manner give notice thereof, distinguish¬ 
ing his particular objections, within ten days after the last day on which 
votes shall have been taken in the said election; and the member returned 
as aforesaid, shall within five days after receiving such notice, 
ists on his part. 

23. Notice in any of the cases before mentioned, as well as 

or any other free person over the age of twe 
his family, other than a negro or mulatto, or in 
at some public place at the dwelling house, shall 

depositions shall be certified by the commissioners takin 
and sent by them to the clerk of 
a member, without delay ; 
be by the clerk of the house, r< 
to be committed with the petition 
received and read as evidence 
the exceptions of the opposite 
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shall not alter, modify, or interfere 
holding elections for senators and re 
when the legislature of any 
invasion or rebellion to prescribe 
clauses which declare that congrei 
be not interpreted in any manner 
ress; but that they be construed either 
specified powers where this shall be the yase, 
inserted merely for greater caution. 

XVIII. That the laws ascertaining the compensation of senators und 
ffepfesentatives for their services, be postponed in their operation, until after 
the election of representatives immediately succeeding the passing thereof; 
that excepted, which shall first be passed on the subject. 

XIX. That some tribunal other than the senate be provided for 
impeachments of senators. 

XX. That the salary of a judge shall not be increased or diminished 
during his continuance in office, otherwise than by general regulations of 
salary, which may take place on a revision of the subject at stated periods 
of not less than seven years, to commence from the time such salaries shall 
be first ascertained by congress. 

And the convention do, in the name and behalf of the people of this 

commonwealth, enjoin it upon their representatives in congress, to exert 
all their influence, and use all reasonable and legal methods to obtain a 
jratification of the foregoing alterations and provisions in the manner pro¬ 
vided by the fifth' article of the said constitution ; and in all congressional 
laws to be passed in the mean time, to conform to the spirit of these ameed- 

far as the said constitution will admit. 

Extract from the journal, 

John BECKLETt, Clerk of Convention. 
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rich the privileges granted them in man of the 
icovery of new subjects of commerce, and opening new awe* 
-the extension of the knowledge of the countries of the eaiil 
who inhabited them,—conspiring with the freedom of com- 
ness of enterprize of the Italian town* themselves, and the 
jugh Europe by the returning soldiers of the cross for those 
3 and refinements to which they had become accnstovnad,-— 
Dmmerce of the world immensely beyond all formur tMHiadk 
commerce almost exclusively into the hands of the towns of 


The spirit of discovery and commercial adventure so happily arouaadaad 
extended hy the wild and visionary schemes of religious bigots for tfc* 
©mancipation of the holy land was destined to be yet further extended by 
religious zeal mingled with ignorant superstition. Benjamin,- a Jew, liar? 
veiled from Constantinople through the countries of the Cuxine and Gn- 
p’ian Seas to Chinese Tartary, in the vain hope of discovering his owassct 

ruling in opulence and power, some country of which Europe was igno. 

Him. Innocen* IV. sent two monks to Zengis Khan in the midst of his 
victories, and equally ignorant of the Pope as of the Christian doctrines* 
with orders to embrace the Christian religion, and to cease desolating'the 
earth. St. Louis of France beiug made^to believe that a Tartar Chan had 
embraced the Christian faith, and perceiving the advantages which the 
Christians could have by the exertions of such an ally, in their future iVB.ni 
with the Saracens, immediately despatched two monks to him as ambaasa : 
dors; and one of these made a more extensive circuit through, the interior 
of Asia than any European had done before him. . . 

. To these succeeded the long commercial and exploring expeditions of the 
celebrated Venetian adventurer, Marco Polo, who in the course of his 
Tumbling peregrinations of 26 years duration, penetrated to Cambalu op 
Pekin the capital of the great empire of Cathay or China, and increased 
immensely the intormation of Europeas to the situation and condition of. 
countries, from which they had long drawn luxuries, through circuitous 
commerce, without knowing even the position of the country whence they 
came. ’ 

Half a century after the Venetian had astonished the yet ignorant ftiid 

A D 1322 a ^ rnoGt s *? ,T h'barbarous inhabitants of Europe, with his ac¬ 
count of the vast extent, wealth, population, variety of nmanu- 
fcctures and extent of trade of the east, his account was confirmed in the moot. 
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count of the vast extent, wealth, population, 

%'turex and extent of trade of the east, his account was conf 
essential particulars by Sir John Mandeville an English 
excited bv his examine visited most of the countries of t 




excited by his example visited most of the countries of the east which her 
had described 

Whilst this spirit of enterprise was developing itself and Europe, be¬ 
coming more settled and civilized, was looking with eager anxiety towards 
the vast fields for commerce opening to the cast,—another son of Italy, so. 
obscure or so neglected, that we know not his history, habits or profession, 
was about to produce a new era in the history of commerce, and to advance, 
the world a great step in the progress of knowledge and civilization.— 
Fiavio Gioia, a citizen of Amalfi , discovered the properties of the magnet, 
and applied it to that indispensable instrument of modern navigation, the 
mariner's compass. This discovery rendered it no longer necessary fen 
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the cautious mariner 
venture upon 
and the stars 
had provided 


coast for his safety, but'he might boldly 
of the deep, and though the sun went down, 
feared nothing, for the humble citizen of Amalfi 
safer than the coast, and an unerring pilot, 
and storms could not 

this bolder spirit seems to have been exhibited b 
the Spaniards in the discovery of the Canary and ' 
linear five hundred miles from the coast of Spain, 

African coast. But although 
nations in the magnitude of her maritime 
of America, yet she was not the immediate agent 
1" lilt spirit of maritime adventure, and nautical information which 

materially in bringing about that event. Her discoveries of the 

Canary Isles seem rather to have been the result of accident 

Iu/ « % • • 

permanent course of well directed experiments. It is to one of 
smallest and least powerful kingdoms of Europe that we are indebted 
that boldness of conception and persevering enthusiasm of execution, fkt 
voyages of discovery, from which only grandeur of results in any under¬ 
taking can ever be expected to spring. 

■ The final expulsion of the Moors from Portugal, left many ardent an| 
adventurous spirits without occupation, and Portugal being n small mari¬ 
time state, too weak to eopp with the powerful kingdoms in its neighbor¬ 
hood, whose prowess was equal to its own, naturally looked upon the sea. 
^ P j as the field of its future exploits, and source of its future great* 
'" lU .. ‘ * ness. John l. surnamed the Bastard, hating fixed his own ti¬ 

tle to the crown by a peace with Castile, determined to find emplovthknf 
for the restless spirits of his kingdom by an expedition against the'Moors 
on the neighboring coast of Africa, but whilst it was fitting out lie dds*. 
patched a few vessels along the coast of Africa hi search of undiscovered 
countries. This expedition succeeded in doubling Cope Non, which lia<f 
hitherto been the Ultimo Thvle. of modern navigation. 

a n-i4«.y The success of the king’s expedition against the Moors'in*' 
A. U. 1417. r , • . 4 . . • r . • iy • .• / 

fused into the nation a spirit for new enterprises. Print# 

Henrv, duke of Viseo, the fourth son of John by the sister of Henry IV. 
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became the patron and suporintendant of the new enterprises. 
Under his auspices Porto Santo, and Madeira wefC'discover* 
ed and colonized. It was to his care that the latter island was 

n 

stock of dmrmstic animals, a supply of seeds, 


AID. 






i, a supply 

vine, the cultivation of which, produced such a v 
commerce for the Portuguese, and of luxury 
these islands introduced among the 
They no longer crept afon 
which was in truth the most 
ventured to keep the open sea, 
to p iss with ease difficulties which had before seemed i 
Bdjardor which had been a barrier for twenty years, 
whole -coast explored from Cup6 Blanco- to Cape tic Verd. Prince Henry 
whose mind seems to have been in advance of the age in which he lived, 

^ ™ * a 

manifestly contemplated a passage to India, around the southern*coast of 
Africa. He was not deterred by the idea which many had taken up from 
the-writings-of the ancients that the regions of the torrid zone were render-' 
ed uninhabitable by their excessive heat, even when this idea seemed to b® 
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curled, their noses flat, and their 
captious objections of the envious 
~ 'ith the double view of 

favor, and acquiring a title to 
prince or country 
a bull from Pope Eugene I 
countries which he should discover 
tfee conti neiU of India . 

The fame of prince Henry’s discoveries spread ra 

him all of the adventurous spirits of 
any knowledge of the science 

Cape dc Verd Islands, and the Azores were 
every discovery added new stimulus to naval enterprise, 
new information to naval science. 

In the midst of his successful career he was unJbrftinateljr 
* checked by the hand of death, and Alphonso who occupied tbg 
the time of his death, being busily engaged in other pursuits, suf- 
spirit of euterprize to languish during the remainder of his xeign* 
A T> tdftl His son and successor John II. speedily revived the spirit of 
. * discovery among his subjects, and by his zeal and efficiency, 

more than compensated for the supineness of his predecessor. He soon 
(found out the advantages of a trade with the natives of the African coast, 
after he passed the Great Desert, and reached the regions of ivory, gold! 
gnd precious gums. He had the merit of demonstrating the fallacy of the 
opinion that the torrid zone was uninhabitable, and found that so far from 
this, it was populous and fertile. He too conceived the idea of opening m 
intercourse with India, around tin* southern point of Africa, and persevered 
Jn his favorite object with unwavering zeal, until the practicability of accome 
plishing his wishes, was fully established by Bartholomew Diaz , who 
reached the extreme southern point but was unable to pass it, by reason of 

storms which he there encountered, and the crazy condition of 
This point which Diaz named Cabo Tormcntozo , in comraeino- 
jration Ot the difficulties which he had there encountered, John call; 

Pape of Good Hope, in manifestation of his delight at the certain prospect of 
(he accomplishment of his wishes. It has retained the latter name. 

. This near prospect of an easier and more direct route to India, Jiad al- 
teady began to excite the jealousy of the Venetians, who then nearly nruj; 
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of India, and to elevate the hopes of 
enjoy a portion of the wealth and luxury which 
from that trade; when the minds of both, 
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if'settled in Virginia,—-and because the same story has been so well l toH 
by Robertson, Irving* and others, that it ought to be familiar to all. ; 

Notwithstanding the advances in navigation which have been enumerate 
ad, the art of ship building was still in such a rude and imperfect state, that 
the vessels in which Columbus embarked on an unknown sea, a modem 
■mariner with all the advantages of modern science would scarcely venftiT€ 
ifl, to cross the Atlantic. The largest was a vessel of no considerable but- 
den,f and the two others scarcely superior in burden to large boats,‘and‘the 
united crews of the three only amounted to ninety men , including officers? 
and a few gentlemen, adventurers from Isabella’s court. 

But notwithstanding these inadequate means for the prosecution of mari- 
fitoe discovery, the ardour of enterprize was so much excited by the brilliant 
achievements of Columbus, the greedy thirst for gaio, and hope of finding 
some country abounding in gold, together with the eager desire which still 
prevailed of discovering some passage through the great continent of Ame¬ 
rica, which might lead to India, that in twenty six years from thellrst disco* 
very of land by Columbus;—the Spaniards had visited all of the islands of 
the West Indies, they had sailed on the eastern coast of America from thtf 
Bio de la Plata to the western extremity of the Mexican Gulf-—they bad dis¬ 
covered the great southern ocean, and had acquired considerable knowledge 
of the coast of Florida. It is also said that these voyages in search of a nearer 
passage to the East Indies, had extended much further north, but not howevef 
until that country had been discovered by the sea-men of another nation; of 
whose exploits in the field of maritime adventure we shall presently speak. ' 

The great interior was still unkown, the whole western and the cxtrerrf6 
south eastern coast was still undiscovered, and the long line of coast fforrt 
Florida to Labrador had only been seen, and touched upon in a few places, 

■ England did not at an early period make those advances in navigation, 
to which the eminent advantages of her insular situation invited, and gave 
no promise of that maritime distinction, and commercial wealth, to wniclii 
the wise policy of her subsequent rulers have led her to attain. From thd 
times of the conquest to the discovery of America, England had been eti- 
gaged in perpetual wars, either foreign or domestic, and thus while th& 
southern portion of Europe and the free cities on the Rhine were advancing 
so rapidly in opulence and power, England was destitute of even the gernt 
of that naval strength to which she is so much indebted for tier present 
greatness. Every article of foreign growth or fabric which she consumed* 
was wafted to her shores in the barks of other nations, and the subsequent 
mistress of the seas scarcely dared to float her flag beyond the' limits oilier 
own narrow jurisdiction. Scarcely an English ship traded with ‘Spain 
W Portugal before the beginning of the fifteenth century, and it required 
Another half century to give the British mariner courage enough lo ven¬ 
ture to the east of the Pillars of Hercules. J 

Feeble as the marine of England then was, her reigning monarch Henry 
VII. did not lack the spirit required for undertaking great enterprises, and 
accident only deprived him of the glory of being the patron of the discoverer 
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•This work the writer regrets that by some accident, he has never had an oppor¬ 
tunity of looking into until recently, and that very superficially and hurriedly, or it 
lit have been useful to him in this sketch. It seems to be unaccountably scarce) 
far too little known for its great merit. 
t Robertson—Hist. America, 49. 
t Robertson’s Virginia, p, 18—19. 
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er the failure of 
enterprise, 

fearing another refusa 
directed his steps, despate 
icit the aid of .Henry VII. w 
leisure to undertake a great 
jaised such renowh.tQ binrwelf and emolument to En 
was captured by .pirate® on his voyage, and robbed of all 

that followed, prevented him from presenting, himself at 
arrived in England, until he could provide himself with suit 
able apparel by his skill in drawing maps and sea-c.kfrt% 
He brought himself to the notice.of Henry by .pnmutibjf 
a map,t and upon his representing to him Lhe proposal of Coliraif 
accepted it with “a joyful countenance, and bade him fetch lips bn* 
So much delay had been produced by the circumstances 
Bartholomew, hastening .to C.astile, learned at Paris, firoxa . Chifta 
king of France, that his brother Christopher’s efforts had already becii 
ermyned with the most brilliant success. || . , : . .. .7 

. When wo.reflect upon the difficulties which were thrown in the,iym 
Columbus at the court of Ferdinand and Isabella, even after they 
convinced of the practicability of his scheme, and the yet more arduous Iff 
ffculties which he encountered on his voyage, from the mutinous timidity .of 
his crew, we may well doubt whether Henry’s courage would huye Sus¬ 
tained him in the actual accomplishment of the enterprise, or whether £llgs 

hud at that time afforded mariners sufficiently hardy to have pert*.. m 

sufficient length of time in a seemingly endless voyage upon an uqlchonrh 

sea. • * 

Fortunately, perhaps for mankind the courage of England was not pint 
j. 04 1497 to the test of making the lirst great adventure, and wheth- 
— ne 1 ' “ J * er she would have succeeded in that or not, she was not des¬ 

titute of sufficient courage to undertake an enterprize of wry considerable 
magnitude, at that day, soon after the existence of land in our western 
hemisphere had been discovered. 

The merit of this now enterprize is also due to a native of Italy, 
motive was the same which prevailed in most of the adventures of lhe 6mb, ; 
the desire to discover a new route to India. 

Giovanni Gaboto, better known by his Anglicised name of John Cabof 







*“.Ghriatophoro Colon tevnendn, sc pnrimcntf, i Re Castiglia 
son impresa, non gli bisognasse nropurln di nuovo a qualche altro 
cio passasse lungo tempo; man <10 in InghnJterra vn suo fratello 
di sb, chiamato Bartolomeo Colon.” Extract fruin the 13th ch. of 

. preserved in Hncklyi, vol. III. p. 22. 
ue Bartolomeo Colon per lughclterra, voile la 
jn man di corsali, i quali luspogliarono insieme con gli altri della 
qual com, &per la sfia pouerta & infmnila, die in cosi diverse 
crndelmente, prolong© per gran tempo la Mia ambasciata, fin que 
faculta cor lar carte, ch ci fabricava comincio afar prntiebe co i 
a eniappresento vn mappa mondo.” Hacklyt, vol. 111. p 
tThis date is preserved in some cm ions verses upon the 
specimen. “Bftrtnolmew Colon de Terra Rubra.’’ ‘The yeere*of 
arid four hundred and foorseore” “And eight, and ou the’ 
more “In London published this worke. To Christ nil 
1“ Con allegro f olio necetto In suaoffcria; & mandolo a rhm 
R“Gia acopexte L, Indie/’ Hackly! Ill 24. 
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ent containing “the worst features of col 
restriction,” John Cabot and his celebrated 



monopoly 

Sebastian 



vious navi 


west. The object of Cabot being to discover the passage 
he pursued a course more northwardly than any selected by pre- 
igators, and the first land he reached was the coast of Newfound^ 


g» 

Bind, whicn on that account he named Prima Vista, next the Island of Sf 
John, and finally the continent, among the “ Polar bears, the rude savages 
Iliad dismal cliffs of Labrador,” and this seems to have been the only fruit of 
the firslf British voyage to America, 


* Hacklyt, Robertson, Marshall, Bancroft, Burke, Ac. 

til seems to have been a prevalent error among historians to confound this firsft 
expedition of John Cabot with his son Sebastian, under his orders, with lift 
second expedition under the nole command of Sebastian,•and the second expedition, 
being of most importance, as a much larger portion of the continent was diicovefed, 
in most frequently spoken of, and the credit of it is of course given to Sebastian to 
whom it is due, and the first expedition having unaccountably been blended with the 
second, John hue not received that credit which he deserved. This may account 
for the reason why it would appear that it had been attempted to deprive the father 
of the glory of having accompanied the expedition, as Bancroft (vol. I. p. 10,) thinks 
uni may solve the difficulty which Burke thinks insuperable, (vol. I. r. 37.) Roberi- 
soh blends the two voyages, but gives John the credit of both, he is followed by Mar¬ 
shall, Burke and Holmes, (Am. An.: vol. I. p. 17.) The fact of the two voyages may 
be established by the clearest evidence, and thus the lather may. be entitled to the me* 
r|t ; of being the first discoverer, and his son Sebastian of extending the discovery from 
a ema-t barren unpromising coast to the whole continent. Set Bancroft, vet. I. p. 10. 
ttd l2, and references there quoted. * 

The first voyage was in 1107, the second in 1498, the first was undertakes with six 
ships, the second with only two, and three hundred men r—there is no account of the 

after the first discoveries of Newfoundland, and the Island of St. John; 
iled account «»f the voyage uf the second up and down the coast Iron) 
tbe-bfth degree of lat. to the coast of Florida, Ac. See Hackly t III. 27, and 28—and 
V. 982—3. There seems, however an error in both of these last references, in the lat¬ 
ter by making Sebastian Cabot a “Venetian born, 1 ’ and in the former in mating' him 
any that he undertook the voyage by reason of the fame of the discoveries of # Colum- 
bus having “created in his heart a great flame of desire to do some notable thing, w after 
Jlif fathers death. This Iasi account is quoted by Hacklyt from Baptizte Ramusiue, 
who gives it upon the authority of Galeacius Butigarius, the Popes legate in Spain, la 
having been told to him by Sebastian Cabot himvelf, but this story is set aside by the 
strongest evidence, which may be found on the same page,purporting to be an extract 

Sebastian Cabot, cm bv Clement Adams, concerning bis discovery at 
which is to be seen in "her majesties “ priuie gallerie of Westminster, 
er ancient merchants’ houses.” 

Imnncs Ccbctus Venelus, et Sebastian 
. quam null as prius ad ire ausus fui 
ram quintain Sene mane. Hanc autem appeliavit terram 
ex mari in earn partem primum ccalos iniecerat, etc. 
patent— 1 “ damns et coacedimus pro nobis et bceredibus nostril 
ufofo eivi WmBlumn, Lodovico, Sebastiano , et Sancio J 
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iMowing year a new palent was given to Joan Uabot, and inQtM* 
( o terprize was conducted by his adventurous and distingtnhei 
* son Sebastian, in tills expedition which was undertaken flfcf 
" trade as well as discovery, several merchants of London* look 
mi the king himself, i Cabot sailed in a north west course, 
f liuding a north west passage to India, as far probably'as tie 
h degree of latitude, until ho wa* stopped by the quantities of ice 
encountered, and the extreme severity of the weather/he'dhdfc 
course southward and followed the coast according to some 
the coast of Virgiuia, and in (he opinion of some as lat aajjif 
wida4 The only commodities with which he returned 
r as our accounts inform us f were three of the nativefc a 0)0 
jvered^countries. He found upon his return, the king immer sed 
arations for a war with Scotland, which prevented bis engaging 
her prosecution of his discoveries, or entertaining #uy design 


es of ice 

be^Ufe 

to some 
if aa lliLin 


He found upon his return,the king immersed 


It is not our purpose to notice the Portuguese discoveries under CeUretif, 
the French under Verrazzani and Cartier, or their abortive attempt afreet- 
'.dements in Canada, and New England! Nor shall we notice Che.esiteiiiMp 
inland expedition of the Spaniards under Soto from Florida; through 'tm 
states of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, across the Mississippi, -and iiAo 
Louisiana, —or tlie attempts of the French at settlement in Florida,,, and,the 
Carolina?,—these matters belong rather to the history of the United 
than the sketch of the history of Virginia which we propose to.giYe^r£e 
"pass at once to file British attempts at colonization in America. 

.'The progress of maritime adventure extended rapidly. ~The evidence 

• * i . ” ’ f ■ i 

. «i. • . ,ui> « ># 



hoBredibosetc. ami again his permission, “lerlio die Fcbuajij,, imaa 13, licenliamdedst 

loanno Caboto, quod ipse capere possit sex naves Anglicanai, etc/ 1 sufficiently pro»e 
that John was not dead when Sebastian was seized with a “flame of desire to to pome 
notable thing,” and go to discredit the legale of his holiness. For the -authority that .he 
was not a Venetian born, but a native uf Bristol,— See BancralL vol. L p. 8., note 

authority of Eden quoted , in his history of Travayles in the East mid Weel Indies, 
“Sebastian Cabo? told me that he was born in Brystow,” etc.' See also Edward Hill f 
account of Gilbert’s vriyage hi 1583, in Hnckivt, vol. 111. 184. Ha calls him^» SR* 
^lishtnan bom.” After all it is not wonderful that Sebastian should have cerfieitaff 
most of the credit ol this discovery, since he was a young and active mariner,- who 
subsequently distinguished himself not only in England, but in the service of ibeill- 
lerprizing Ch. V. and thus became known all over Europe to seamen and to literVy 
<nea in the most advantageous light, whilst his father’probably died soon alter bis first 
expedition to this continent. 

* See Robert Fabians, Chronicle, quoted, Hacklyt III., 30. 

tSee memoir of Seb. Cabot, 85, quoted, Bancroft l., 1*2. -r-f 

tT he diversity among writers upon these matter? is astonishing, Baptiste Hamnetts 
in the account quoted above m note t—p. 557 of a conversation held between Galemius 
Butigarius, and Cabot himself, makes the latter say “I found the land sliil continent4o 
the 56 degree under our pole. And seeing that there the coast turned toward,.the 
east, despairing to find a passage^ 1 turned beck again, &c. and came to that pan of ijie 
coast which is now called Florida, rkcre my victuals I returned to Engined, 

where I found preparation for wars with Scotland, &’c. Tills same Baptista Hipiiii- 
ffias says ia the preface to the third volume of his navigations, that Sebastian Gafcot 
wrote to him that he sailed beyond the land of New France, at the charge of Hflipry 
VII. of England,, unto the loliiude of 67 degrees awl a half under the North Pule,, and 
at the 11th da? of June, finding still the open sea without any manner of LwpetiiBp&t. 
he thought to have passetl that way to the east, and would have done-it, ill mitfmv 
of the shipmaster and mariners had not him h red him , nml uiade Itiin mtun^wspfwif'i 
from that place. In oppo.'iriuu to this Peter Martyr says in the sixth chapter.of his 
bird uecade, that he was stopped by ice —et prirao tendeus ad septcntiioneiu donee 
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exists of several English voyages having been made not only to the coast 
cl North America, but the Levant, the harbors of northern Africa and Bra- 

The visits to the fisheries of Newfoundland had become 
, and the commerce from that sourc 
to have been the subject of such long 
uire the action of Parliament for their prohibiton 

object with the merchants, and the 
nearer passage than that offered by the 

great desideratum with mariners, 
been attempted thrice by the Cabots in vain, a north 
fitted out, and sailed under the command of 
Willoughby with his ship’s company were 
to death in a Lapland harbor; Chancellor wii 

ill D 1554 vesse * enterc d l ^ e P ort °f Archangel,and “discovered” 

empire of Russia, till then unknown to western 

Thill discovery led to the hope of establishing an intercourse 

(17P0 caravans across the continent to Persia, and thence 

0 * distant empire of Cathaj^. 

Elizabeth afforded every encouragement to the maritime enterprises of 

het subjects, and especially encouraged the newly established intercourse 

with Russia. The hope of discovering a north west passage 
was by po means as yet relinquished. Martin Frobisher, 
after revolving in his mind the subject for fifteen years, Mieved that it 
might be accomplished, and “determined and resolved with him.self to go 
and make full proof thereof,” “knowing this to he the only thing in the 
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Julio intense vast as repercrii glaciales moles pel ago naf antes, et lu-ccm fore per - 
piluam, tellure tamen libera, gelu liquefaclo: qunre <oactt.\* fi*it uti ait vela rftfw 
et occidentem sequi: tended]t que tanluai ad meridiem, ut fierculii frcti latUvdmU 
fere gradusaquaril: ad occidentemqne profectus lantum est ut Cubam In tula u 
lfleva, longitudine graduum pene parem, habucrit.” The author further savs Fa- 
miliarem h*bem domi Cabotum ipsum, et contubernalera iuterdum," from which one 
would think tie ought to know the truth. Francis Lopez de Comoro, a Spaniard, says 




*nd then returned to England. This Spaniard had probably .an acquaintance also 
with Cabot, who resided a long time in Spain, holding die office of Pilot Major.'- 
These last quoted accounts which seem most credible, are followed by Hacklyt, 

V. P. 283, Bancroft, vol. I, p. 12. 

[olmes in American Ann a Vs, vnh I. p. 18, does not mention the ice, 

far N. as 67° 30', and S. as I he south of Florida, we 
which hemakes that hehas been struck with the same difficulties with 
which we have been contending in this, and gets over the difficulty 
age of Cabot at the date of the conversation and the letter, but 

the inconsistences. Wc see also that he confounds the first and second 
Cabots by supposing the first w: 



to have 







never 


the second in 



, and supposing it conducted by both John and Sebastian Cabot. This 


ill first seemed plausible as the date of what we have supposed, the second expedition 

m rfMh. - « tm mummim * . mru O os <■» « « * * «=& . S 9 s j* t _ A .. ■ 


was 13th of Henry VII. and the bottle of Boswort h being fought August 22, 14i 
13th year might seem to embrace June of 1197, but this hypothesis is exploded by re- 
■ fercnce to the statement that on the 11th of June Sebastian Cabot was at 67° 3CK K. 
lilt, whilst his map states that the first land discovered by John and Sebastian was on the 
9Uk of Junt, which could not of course have been on*the some year. Bancroft’s ex¬ 
planation of these difficulties seems best, he supposes another voyage to have been 
* iimde by S, Cftbot from En gland in the reign of Henry VIII. to the north west roast of 
America, to which he alluded in his conversation and his tenet. This idea strong¬ 
ly confirmed hy his reference to Hacklyt, v. Ill, p. 591.2. 






world that was left yet undone, whereby m notable mind right bm_ nmde |i- 
mous and fortunate”* Frobisher was too poor to supply himself with ue 
ipsii of carrying his designs into execution, but after much solkitertfon at 
court he was tmlroniiei by Dudley, Earl of Warwick, who supplied him 
with two small barks, the one of twenty and the other of twenty five tons bur¬ 
then, and a pinnace of ten tons. With thw little fleet he set sail, the spedi- 
Won was entirely unfortunate, one of his barks deserted and returned hlooiet 
Hie pinnace went -down in a storm, “ whereby he lost only fear men/* .with 
ouch small vessels and crew* did the hardy mariners of that day 
to cross the Atlantic. The Admiral’s mast "was sprung, and the top 

by the same storm in which he lost the pinnae®, bat Both* 
persevered, mnd entered Hudson's bay The only thing 
accomplished by the voyage was the taking possession of the coM tadii. •- 
sen wilderness m the name of Elisabeth, carrying home some of the gravel 
inn id stones, one of the latter of which resembling gold, or probably; haring 
some gold artificially mingled with it after it reached London, caused the 
gold refiners-nearly to go mad, and the merchants to undertake one.of the 
Wildest expeditions recorded in the annals of discovery; besides this show 
l, which was pronounced very rich for the quantity, the on^:ofter 
acquisition was a poor native, w hose simplicity was imposed upon* * 

. midlist treacherous devices, until he was decoyed to the English 
then seized by force, and carried away from his friends. He bit off his 
tongue from despair and died soon after his arrival in England from-cold 
-taken on the voyage 

. . The mania- which .the story of the little hit of gold produced in London 
...|l JPJ \r~j caused a. fleet, of several vessels to be fitted out, of which the 

e oi ' Queen kef self furnished-one, to bring home the rich prodice 

•mf those icy mines.—the ships returned with black earth, but no gold*- 

■ The spirit of avarice was not to be stopped in her career by -a aingto-fci- 

.-^.g lure, a new fleet of 15 vessels was filled put; and Martin 

" tJN * Frobisher was given the command, a colony was to be-plant¬ 

ed for the purpose of working the mines, while 12 vessels.were to be' sent 
home with ore. After almost incredible difficulties encountered - amidst 
storms and '* mountains of fiaaffag ice on every side,” the loss of 
•sals, and the disartion of others* they reached the northern Potosu and the 
ships were well -laden with the black earth, but the colonists being disheaxt* 
wed by their hardship declined settling on the coast, and 
♦England,—we are not informed of the value of the proceeds of the cargo-' 

■. Whilst .the British Queen and her merchants were indulging themsetyes 
ill fancies as brilliant and as emaescent as the icebergs which encamhated 
the scene of the delusion, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a man of insuperable en¬ 
ergy and fearless enterprizo, formed o a< 
and engaging in useful colonization. 

With this view he obtained a patent of the Mine character with most of 

those which were granted to the early promoters of coloni¬ 
zation in Amerieca, conferring unbounded privileges upon 
the proprietor, and guaranteeing no rights to the colonists. The first-eipe* 
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*H$cklyt UL 16,—Bancroft I. 92. This latter writer does credit to otrr country by 
the extent of lus research, the soundness of his judgment, and the beauty of his iJgple, 
we feel no hesitation in taking his opinions whenever the works he quote* are not ac¬ 
cessible, or too numerous and voluminous for us to be able to examine them in »§tr ex¬ 
ceedingly limited time. 
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1579 dition in which Gilbert had expended much of hit private 
* y * fortune failed, from what cause is uncertain, 

. The. second expedition undertaken four years afterwards, was still more 

A n i srq unfortunate, for it lost to the world the gallant, and accam- 
A. u. 1000. projector of the expedition. Five vessels sailed from 

Plymouth on Tuesday the 1 lib. of June 1583; two days afterwards the 
Vice admiral complained of sickness aboard, and returned with the finsfet 
ship in the fleet to Plymouth. The admiral nevertheless continued Ms 
course with his little squadron and took possession with the feudal ceremo¬ 
ny of Newfoundland, to bo held by him as a fief of the crown of England, 
in accordance with the terms of his charter. 

:« The looseness of morals displayed by the mariners of that day is truly 
disgusting, and increases our wonder at the during of men who coaid ven¬ 
ture so fiir from home, in such frail barks, with almost a certainty of en¬ 
countering on the great highway in their fellow-men, greater perils than 
were presented by all the terrors of the deep. Robbery by sea was too 
common, and often committed in violation of the most sacred obligations, 
even upon persons engaged in the very act of relieving the distress of m9 
depredators.* Gilbert seems to have been cursed with a remarkably riotous 
Jmd insubordinate company. The sick and disaffected were left at New¬ 
foundland to be sent home with theSwallow, and the Admiral proceeded 
with his three remaining barks. 

On Tuesday the 20th of August they sailed from the harbor of St. John's 
and on the 29th in about latitude 44 degrees, the largest remaining vernal, 
.by the carelessness of the crew, struck, and went to pieces; and the other 
barks were forced by a high sea and a lea shore to struggle for their own 
preservation, which they accomplished with difficulty; alleging at the same 
time that they could see none of the crew of the wreck floating upon Um¬ 
bers, but all seemed to have gone down, when the ship broke up. A lew 
however escaped to Newfoundland in the ship’s pinnace, as was afterwards 
discovered. 

This calamity followed by continual storms, in an unknown and shoaly 
sea, enhanced by an extreme scantiness of provisions, and. want of clothes 
■and comforts in the two little barks, whteAyet remained, induced the Admi- 

Aii? 31 T& ^ at earnest solicitation Fof his men lo return home* 

® ' warda Sir Humphrey Gilbert was vehemently persuaded 

by the crew of the Golden Hind to remain with them daring the voyage, 
but as some malicious taunts had been thrown out by some evil disposed 
.person Accusing him of being afraid of the sea, he chose to continue to sail in 
-his little pinnace the Squirrel, which was burthened beyond her strength. 
- ■ After tne vessels had left the Azores to the south, and Teached. the utti- 
itiide of England, they encountered violent and continued storms. On Mon- 
day the ninth of September the Squirrel was nearly cast away, but recover¬ 
ed, and the Admiral was seen sitting abaft with a book in his hand, and 
heard to cry oat to those in the Hind, 11 wo are as near to heaven by sea as 

same night at 12 o’clock, the Squirrel being in' advance 
disappeared, and her hardy crew with their'gallant com- 
sleep forever in the deep. The Hind reached FVh 

encountering eminent peril to the 



111 ., 11 * 1 , 


? n 


* 


Digitized by 


Google 




542 


HISTORY OF VIRGIN 











The daring spirit of the mariners of that 
Raleigh, the step brother of Sir Hum_ 
tjioidated by the melancholy fate of his relative, or 
profitable and disastrous termination of most 

undertook in the very next year, an ex 
of the present United States* 
patents from Elizabeth, and 
storms, icebergs, and certain evi 
spread his sails for the sweet 
soil and a delightful climate, thou 
enriched by the discovery of gold, 
of July they founded shoal water, 11 and 
a smell, as if they had been in the midst of some delicate gar¬ 
den abounding with all kinds of odoriferous flowers.” 

On the thirteenth they entered Ocracock inlet, on the coast of the present 
j j . g state of North Carolina, and landed on Wocoken Island; They 
y ,L * commenced an intercourse with the natives, who proved to be bold, 

, intelligent and honorable,* to their friends, but treacherous*.ecu- 

vengeful and cruel towards their enemies. 

The English explored a little the surrounding islands, and buys, and ft* 


is amazing. , Sir WidiGii’ 

from being in- 
~ by the up.- 
America, 
ftioa to the coast 

one of 
north wit$ 
with in 
where lie. was 
ship's com] 



sassteUal 


Ju 



1585 


« . i turned home in September, carrying with them two -natives, 
leptera r. ]yj anteo anc | \yancheso. The glowing description given by the 

lid venturers on their return of the beauty of the country, the fertility of the 
soil, and pleasantness of the climate delighted the (Queen, and iinduced her 
to name tine country of which she had taken possession, Virginia, in com¬ 
memoration of her unmarried life. . . 

■ 

It might bo expepted that so favorable an account would soon lead to * 
new expedition; accordingly another was prepared tor the succeeding 
year, consisting of seven vessels. Ralph Lane was appointed by 
Raleigh, govonor of the colony, which consisted of one hundred and eight 
persofis.t Sir Richard Greenville took command of the fleet, and several 
learned and accomplished men attended the expedition, one of whom has 
transmitted to posterity many interesting particulars of the nature, a! the 
country, and the habits, manners, and government of its inhabitants.^ 

The English soon began to maltreat the harmless, unpretending, and 

simple natives, and they on the other hand to grow jealous 
of the power of the overbearing strangers. They sooi 
inordinate passion of the new comers for gold, and taking ad¬ 
vantage of their credulity inflicted upon them the labor of many fruitless cap 

in search of pretended mines, hoping at the same tune by lb<$f 
weaken the power of the little colony to sue 

to destroy it in detachment; but thi 
and went too short a distance, and in 
encounter, with the great disparity 
e which accrued from these expedition 
a settlement, was the discovery of 
The :olonv finding no gold and roccivin 

tond, when most unexpeete 
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tTffved, on his return from his expedition against the Spaniards, in South 
America, with a fleet of three and twenty ships. The sagacity of Drake 
perceived m a moment what was necessary for the* colony, and his gencr- 
osity'supplied them with provisions, vessels, and other things necessary to 

position, extend their researches, and if necessary 
the accomplishment of his purpose was defeated 
suddenly arose, and nearly wrecked his 1 

intended lor the colony to sea, 
set apart, to be left for their use. 
the colony with their governor at their 
permission to return to England, 
wisnes. Thus terminated the first Eng 

America. 
















\y during its sojourn with the Indians, 
thing of their fondness for the use of tobacco, and learned to re 
almost the same superstitious reverence as a powerful medicinal agent 
Upon their return they introduced the use of this plant into England, and 
a weed at first disgusting and nauseating to all who use it, has become gra¬ 
dually the favorite luxury (and indeed with many a necessary of life) of all 
classes of society and of both the young and the old throughout the world, 
his after experience has proven that in most cases it is an injury rather 
a benefit to the health. 

A few days after Lane’s departure, an English vessel arrived on the 
with every necesssarv for the colony, but finding it deserted returned home s 
Sir Richard Grenville arrived soon after with three ships well furnishe 
with stores, for the colony, but not finding it, he alk» returned, leaving fif¬ 
teen men on Roanoke Island, to keep possession in the name of Great 
Britain.* 

a |.1 1507 The genius of Sir Walter Raleigh was not of a nature to 

^.succumb to slight failures, or ordinary difficulties. The suc¬ 

ceeding year another colony was despatched to settle in Virginia, and that 
they might consider their settlement permanent and Virginia their home, 
‘many persona with wives and families were sent. 

Jan 7 1 r 87 A charter of incorporation was granted for a town 

■ ..° ed the City of Raleigh, a name revived in after li 

metropolis of North Carolina. John White was a * ‘ 
or, ana with eleven assistants constituted the adminislraupn for 

e provision was made by the 
comfort of the colonists, and a plentiful stock 
rovided, to enable them to supply their own 
emselvcs on the only footing which 
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The company embarked in April and arriv 
place where they expected to find 

whom Grenville had left, but their grounds were grown up in weeds, 
their tenantless dwellings had become the abode of the wild animals of the 
forest, and their scattered bones blanching in the sun, were the last sad me¬ 
morials which told their fate to*their anxious countrymen.' Whether they 
Ml by-civil dissentions among themselves, by famine or disease, or were 
y* more miserably cut off by the overpowering numbers of a lavage host, 

a _ _ 

• Hacklyt 
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taking advantage of their desolate situation, 

titute of the hop of succour, is one of the 
ken of man may sot unravel. 
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bad directed the new 
nificent Chesapeak, and there was 
r preferring trade with the 
coaat, left White on Roanoke Island, 
himself there. 

The colony soon became involved jn difficulties with 

from accident, and partly from the previously en 
some of the tribes. Indeed It would seem impossible a priori even 
not unfortunately too much experience of the fact, that two national 
different decrees of civilization, manners and habits, with bach dit 
aligns, could longer remain together in peace, harmony and the 

It would seem to be the nature of man that the ignorant 
tribe should be jealous, treacherous and vindictive, that the more civilised, 
should be greedy, rapacious and overbearing. And when a spirit of sus¬ 
picion is once excited, the imprudence of a single individual too often in¬ 
volves in a quarrel all of the citizens of the little communities; nothing is 
extenuated, and nothing is attributed to accident; but suspicion in the injured 
party supplies the place of malice in the aggressor. These difficulties made the 
colonists feel more anxiously their depends nee upon England, and forced upon 
them a melancholy foreboding that without frequent and effectual insistence 
from the mother country, they could not long sustain themselves in a strange 
and distant land, the natives of \thich had become bitterly hostile.- Under 
this impression when their last ship was about to depart for England they 
forced their rehictant Governor by excessive importunity to desert hia charge 
ill order that Me might lend hts personal aid and influence in sending them 
2 n Ay subcotif from home, ffe sailed with the ship but not until after 

hia daughter Eleanor Dare, the wife of one of tin# assistant Go¬ 
vernors, had presented him with the first white child bora on the continent 
, I q of North America. This child was christened Virginia Dare, and 
i,LU ^*’ with her mother a sufficient pledge of the exertions 

of the Governor in «id*«f r the colony, and of his speedy return. 

II England engaged in anxious preparation to meet the 
• : 73 ' lego threatened Spanish invasion, but this did not prevent the ge- 
■ ■- ■ netous Raleigh from despatching him with two ships of sup- 

ill sc for the relief of the colony. But the spirit of gain overcame the spirit 

humanity, and -even the. tender ties of parental affection, 
of going at ome to 4hc colony, he em 
prize*, and was at last himself overcome 
compell lim to return to England, much to the chagrin 
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When he arrived, the colony was gone, an inscription on the hark of a 
tree, radicating roattn as the place whither they ha gone, was the last re¬ 
cord of their existence se#n by a civilized eye. Conjecture has pointed 
to an amalgamation with the tribe of Hattera s Indians as die history of 
their destiny, and old Indian traditions and the physical characteristics 'ad 
that tribe are said to confirm the idea, but whilst humanity may indulge a 
hope, credulity itself must entertain a doubt of 'the truth of the hypothesis. 

.White returned to England as soon as he found ont that the colony wat 
jpm find .Raleigh is said to have sent five several times in vmin, to search 
for hie liege-men, but no tidings were ever received of their exigence ojr 
their late. Thus terminated the' attempts at settlement on the coast of North 
Carolina, then called Virginia, the Mena next opens upon the broad bosom 
of the “mother of the waters.*’* 
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CHAPTER IL 


SETTLEMENT AT JAMES TOWN —SUFFERINGS OT THE COLONISTS—AO- 

■ 

. VENTURES OF SMITH. ■ ' 

■ 

New Company raised—its charier,—James Town,—Machinations against 
Smith, —Difficulties of the colony,—Smith taken prisoner— tMm release*—? 
Arrival of Newport,—Discovery of earth believed #4. be goldr—Dapar-. 
tare of Newport,—Survey of the^Chesapeake and its m aU%* bjf Smufc^% 


Smith made President*— Second ar ri v al of Nmoporii—^Judicious eat 
duct of Smith, — New Charter, — New arrival of emigrants,—Madnm 
of the selection, — New settlements,— Accident to • Smita-rbis . departure 
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a population considered redundant, in equebce o# I 

of support afforded by her limited comrafaa, and in 

The pacific and timid’ character of James I. threw 
of the brave spirits who^hai wrwBd under EH 
the choice 6f only two means of acquiring wealth or di 
Were either to draw a mercenary swoTd In tin quirre' 
serve their king- and country by tmnipknting their m 
to a new world! 


means 


♦This is the translation usually given of the Indian name “Qhes&peak* but Chilly 
McIntosh, lie celebrated Georgia Creek Chief, now removed Witt or the M is s is s ippi 
jrilli bis tribe, told the writer another meaning which he said was the true eat* out 
which the writer has forgotten; but which was however not so l .like the ead given 
above but that the same word might well convey the two diflermu impressions, in di£- 
reaf Idioms of the mne language, 
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be effected until persons 
patronise by their favor, and 
adventurers. * Sim Ferdinand 
and influence, hai been informing him 
American Indian® mho had been carried 

by every other means in his 
from the information he obtaine 
s a domain on the western side of the Atlantic 
Blinded Sir" John Porn am, lord chief justice of England, 
views. Richard Hacklyt, the distinguished compiler of narratives 
maritime adventures, and one of the assignees of Raleigh, had not yet re¬ 
linquished his hopes of a permanent settlement in America, notwithstand¬ 
ing the frequent previous discouraging failures, and cheerfully joined in 
this new scheme of American Colonization. The exertions of these ener- 

disfinguishod individuals speedily raised a company, and procured 
a charier from King James. 

As this was the first charter under which a permanent settlement 
made, it may be worth attention to notice some of its prominent 
k‘i\ i f | The charter bears date on the tenth of April sixteen 

P * ■ hundred and six * It grants all the country from 

four and thirty lo five and forty degrees of north latitude, and nill 1 "’islands 
within one hundred ’miles of the coast. This immense extent of country 
was divided by the charter between 'two companies, for the more speedy 
accomplishment of their purpose,—which have been ever since designated 
its the London and the Plymouth 'Companies. The London company 
wished to establish a colony between the 84th and 41st degrees of'lmti - 
tude, and the Plymouth between the 38th and 45th, and the grants wcTe 
made in conformity to their wishes. But as there was room lot collision 
between the 38th and 41st degree of latitude, the colony which first settled 
was to possess The land for fifty-miles north and south of its location, zfhd 

colony wasr'lbrhidden to settle within one hundred miles of the 
rst planted. Each of the colonics was to be governed by a conn- 

persons, under the management and direction 
in England, which was to regulate both colonies, 
onies w£re to govern according to lows, ordinances 
fioris prescribed by the king himself. The colonies 
to search for and work mines, paving to the king a 

, and a fifteenth of the copper; 
money to pass current in the colonies, 
a duty of two and a half per cent 
trading within their limits, and five per cent upon" all 
the use of the colony for twenty one 
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from aay part of the king’s dominions free of duty for the first severe 

and the colonist* and their descendants were to have forever -tha,* 
privileges, franchises, and immunities of native born Englishmen. . ' 

The English council was to have power to name the persons who were 
to compose the colonial council, and tne latter elected their own president 
and supplied vacancies in their own body. The religion of the church-of 
land was established; lands were to descend as at. common law; man- 

angerou« tumults and eodiuoiw were to be pi m* 
president and council constituted 

hunal in i cases. The property of the colonLtis was to continue in 
stock for 













and nine years.from the discovery of the North American 
continent by Cabot, three small vessels ft hose joint tonnagv 
amounted to ouly 160 tons burthen* sailed for the cornual of 
Virginia, with a colony of 105 men. They were detained for six- week*, ill 
sight of England 'by adverse winds. The voyage was prosecuted under 
tlie. command of Captain Newport, who sailed by the old route of the Ca* 
naries and the West India Islands ; thus consuming: tbe valuable time .find 
provisions of Ae colqnists in a voyage unnecessarily long and circuitous 
He did not arrive in the Chesapeake until the 26th of April. 

Dissensions had sprung up in Ae course of Ae voyage, which therein 
mas no competent authority to quell, as the absurd affectation of diplo¬ 
matic mystery on the 'part of King James had sealed up Mb instruction* 
and the names of those who were to constitute the council* in a-box which 
was not to 'be opened until after they arrived in Virginia. 

; The souAern cape of Ae'Chesapeake received the name of Henry, and 
Ae northern that of Charles, alter the names of Ae sons of James. After 
landing on cape Henry, the box of instructions was opened, and Sfmitli® was 
found to be named as one of the ‘ council, hut be was excluded by ihn jeal¬ 
ous malignity of the rest Wingfield was chosen President 

after passing Ae capes they reached Ae mouth of .a ■ large and 
river which Aey named after their sovereign James, but which 
natives called Powhatan. About miles from the mouth of this 
Maw r * ver they selected a spot for their settXonsmk» to which they gat© 
r * * the name of James Town. Ttore could not perhaps he a 

company more unfitted for the duty which it had to perform than that 

commenced the foundation of the British empire in America, 
were in a wilderness surrounded by savages, without a ibiti- 

incursions, possessed of a scanty supply 
of planting,—and without a habitation, 

, save such as Aey might themselves 
were but four carpenters* 

At first however this rare collection 
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rages, 
while at work 
saved from 



six days they ftrrifed at a town called 
hatan, situated at the falls of the river, near 
Richmond,— 


were kindly treated 
bund that James 
men wounded, and a boy killed, 
their arms out of order; so tku 
by the timely aid of the vesse 
the President permitted the place 
effect this, with so small a force, 
to guard their workmen by day, 
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described. After a ttay of six weeks, Newport prepared 
to depart, and the council affecting a tender regard for - the character of 

whom they '"had falsely accused of a treacherous design to usurp 
royal authority in the colony, and kept out of his seat -in tine council under 
these charges, now proposed that he might not be utterly ruined by a trial, 
to send him home to the council to be disposed of as it might think proper. 
But Smith conscious of innocence of the absurd charge, boh ly defied 
, and demanded a trial. His accusers suborned witnesses, who instead 
answering the expectations of their employers, only exposed the subor* 
nation. The company were so incensed at the infamous conduct of 
accusers, that they condemned the President to pay him £200, 
■which, when received, ne generously threw into the common stock. New¬ 
port sailed on the 15th of June, leaving 100 men in Virginia. 

The condition of the men thus left was the most mei tncholy that cm 
well be imagined. They consisted for the most part of men entirely 
unused to laboT, or hardship; who were doomed to encounter every kind 
of difficulty, in the midst oi summer, in a hot and sick y climate, 
days from the departure of Newport scarce ten men could stand from sick* 
ness and weakness. The food was scanty in quantity, and of the most 
unwholesome quality. The allowance of each man was half a pint of 
wheat, and as much barley, boiled in water, which was served out worn a 
common kettle, and which having been closely stowed in the ship's hold 
for 26 weeks in a warm and moist atmosphere, was reduced to a couditioa 
any thing but tempting. Smith, the narrator of these sufferings, humor¬ 
ously remarks, “If we had been as free from all sins m from gli 

i, we might have been canonized for saints.’ 9 As 
supposed in such an unfortunate state of affairs great mortalil 
and fifty were buried between May and September, and t te that survived 

for their subsistence upon sturgeon and sent crabs. The 
is state of affairs must have been greatly aggravated by the 
the President was indulging himself in every Juxury 
stores afforded,—and his detection in an 

suffering colony. This last act 
could endure, and weak as 
and Kendall his accomplice. Ratcliffe was made 
do not seem to have exercised the power 
filling up vacancies, and it was now reduced to 
and Martin; Gosnold had perished, 
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un 

the control 





know 







judgment 






escape In the 

was more 
deposed, him. 

The council 
charter, of 
e, Smith, 
England, and 





▼erf deficient in 
nearly entirely to 





ai w example and hisskill in managing mm t speedily reduc¬ 
er, induced the men to work, and provided comfortable Im- 
next object was to obtaip a supply of com for the immediate 

n li which'he did efiletually by frightening the people 
ndiao village situated near the site of the present town 
after first trying every means to purchase their provision. 
Smith now constituted the only hop® ! not only for the existence of the colo¬ 
ny- as such, but for the lives o£ the individuals of whom it consisted. Their 
recent wretched nets was not a sufficient warning to them to preserve'order, 
and to husband their resources with prudence, now that plenty was provid¬ 
ed, but they lived as wastafully m if they had boundless magazines at com¬ 
mand. Smith seeing this, earned the pinnace to be fitted up for a cruise, 
and in the mean time availed himself of the opportunity to become ac¬ 
quainted with the country lying on the Chkkahorainy. 

During one of these temporary absences of-Smith, Wingfield and Ken- 
cfill, who held lived in disgrace since they were deposed, laid a plot to car¬ 
ry off the pinnace to England, which the fortunate return of Smith before 
they had time to effect their purpose, prevented. • But not even then.were 
they defeated, without firing on the pinnace, by which means Kendall lost 
his life. 

Smith having gained possession of the pinnace, ascended! the Cbicka- 
hominy, and procured an abundance of corn. Winter coming, on soon af¬ 
ter afforded an ample supply of game, and wild fowl,, so th^t plenty was 
once more restored, and thought no. longer entertained!, of going to England. 

Little souls cannot look upon the greatest exploits of -nobler : creatures, 
without suffering ® captious and jealous malignity to detract from their 
merit The very beings whom Smith had preserved by his goo 1'conduct, 
now murmured against him their absurd complaints—because -be had -pot 
discovered the head of the Chickahomiff, although ho had returned only 
-to supply them with food. His spirit could not breok reproach, hpweyer 
undeserved, for any thing which was yet possible to-be accomplished. He 
again ascended the Chickahoininy as far as was practicable in the pinnace, 
and leaving k in a position which he supposed to be safe, he advanced yet 
^gher, with two whites and two Indians in a ranee. He lei his men with 
his little boat, and taking only his Indian guide, advanced into the forest 
with his gun to- procure them provision. qfortunately, in disobedience to 
ills orders, the men in the pinnace went-ashore,.and,one of them was. taken 
by the Indians, who learned from their prisoner whither the Captain had 
gone. The savages pursued Mm, and altw the men left, with tine canoe 
whilst they slept. They next sought Smith, but found him no-easy prey, 
for tying his guide to his arm as a buckler to keep off their arrows, he de¬ 
fended himself so gallantly that they dare not approach him, until foiling 
accidentally into a marsh, he was at length forced by' cold and fatigue to 
surrender. The savage* conducted him to their Chief Opeehankanougb, 
king of Pamnnkee. Smith endeavored, to impress the king with a-high idea 
of his powers, by presenting him with a mariner's com pans, explaining its 
uses, and instructing him in the rudiments of astroqomy, by explaining the 
•motion of. the earth, ita shape, and the motion of the sun, moon and planets; 
truths which it is difficult to believe he eould make the savage corapreJsaad, 
especially as he had but little knowledge of their language. It m more 
probable that the king was pleased with the ivory mm of the campt •- ; and 
the mysterious pkv of the untile, which he - could ..i.. .but not tooth,, 
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simple 
’otomac rivers, 
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generally well treated, and provfded with most of the 
simple stale afforded. At length he was brouja ht be-. 
Powhatan, who received him with all the formal pomf 
and state known to hfs savage court. A long consultation was held by the 

council there assembled, upon the diipoBitloo to be made of him, which ter. 

He was seized by a number of the savages, and his 
two great stones which Mad teen brought there for the pur- 
is executioners had already raised their clubs to dash out his brains, 
and thus at once end his toil and difficulties, and cut off the only hope of 
the colony, when an advocate appeared, as unexpected as would Have beep 
the appearance of an angel sent immediately from heaven to ask his release. 
This was Pocahontas, the Emperor’s favorite daughter, who generously 
stepped forth and entreated with tears, that Smith might be spared. And 
when she found this unavailing with the inexorable judges, she seized his 
head, and placed it under her own, to protect it from the blows. This sight 
so moved Powhatan, that he permitted Smith to live, intending to retain 
him to make trinkets and utensils for his family and himself But a few 
days afterwards Powhatan told him they would be friends again, and sent 
Mm bade to Jamestown, with an offer of a large district of country in ex¬ 
change for two great guns, and a grindstone, but the party who were to 
carry these things found them so heavy, and were so much terrified by the 
effect of the guns when discharged at a tree, that they were well satisfied 
return without them, having received a few paltry baubles and trinkets, 
s return again prevented a party from running off with the pinnace; 
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which so incensed them that they laid a plot to slay him, by a mock trial 
for the death of the two men he bad left in the canoe, and who were slain 




savages, but he was too prompt for the conspirators; whom be seized! 
arid kept close prisoners until he had an opportunity of sending them 

The colony was now only preserved from 
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Newport soon after his return was again 
another vessel commanded by Francis 
with all things which could be imagined necessary either 
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the arrival of this supply Smith had established a regular intercourse with 
Ike savages, and bought their provisions at moderate Brices, which the 
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greatest personages. This inflamed the 
an extent that he cheerfully gave several hundred 
or two of these rare jewels, whose 
the pure ether of heaven. The same stratagem 
Smith with equal success upon Opec 







Unfortunately when Smith and Newport returned to Jamestown with 
this new tupply, and added, it to their former store, it took fire and the 
tfreatef part was consumed : together with many of their dry thatched dwel¬ 
lings, a portion of their pal lisa fortifications, and some of their arms, bed- 

'og am! apparel. 

Instead of returning home with all possible expedition Newport remained 
14 weeks in the colony, consuming the precious provision which should 
have been applied to the support of the unfortunate individuals he was to 
leave behind him. Unfortunately too he had brought out some gold refin¬ 
ers in his ship, who having discovered a glittering earth near Jamestown 
thought it gold, and all hands were diverted from their useful toil for 
nirpose of lading his ship with this worthless article. To such an extent 
this mania prevail, that Smith says,. “there was" no talk, no hope, no 
work, but dig gold, wash gold, refine gold, load gold.” Newport having 
completed his cargo at length returned home. Soon after his departure the 
Phoenix, the vessel of Nelson, which had been given up for lost arrived, 
ill his men in safety, and a good stock of provisions, which he freely 
and fairly gave to the colonists to the extent of nit ability. The next sub¬ 
ject, for* consideration, was the return cargo,—to obtain which 

Smith to examine the commodities to be found in 
s,—others wished the lading to be of the same 
was, freighted,—but Smith more prudent than 
in loading the Phasnix with cedar, which was 
cmfgo sent from Virginia to, England. 
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nies and commerce. He surveyed the bay of the Chesapeake to the Bos¬ 
que ban ntth, and left only the Orders of that remote river, to remain fill" 
some years longer thi fabled dwelling place of a giant progeny. ^The Pi- 
tapsco was discovered and explored, and Smith probably entered the harbor 
of Baltimore. The;majestic Potomac, which at its mouth is seven miles 
broad, especially incited curiosity; and passing beyond the heights of Mount 
Vernon and the Cit^ of Washington, he ascended to the ills above George 
town. Nor did he 4e rely expire the river and inlets. He penetrated the 
territories, establish' 1 friendly relations with the native tribes, and laid the 
foundation fbr futur mefieial intercourse. The map which he prepared 
and sent to the com my in London is still extant, and delineates correctly 
the great outlines or nature. The expedition was worthy the romantic sge 
of American history.*’ The map is indeed astonishingly accurate, we tan- 
hot forbear adding the corroborating testimony of the distinguished Robert¬ 
son* upon this subject, which is also quoted and approved by Marshall :'f 
“ He brought with him an account of that large portion of the American 
continent now comprehended in the two provinces of Virginia and Mary¬ 
land, so full and exact, that after the progress of information and research 
for a century and a half, his map exhibits no inaccurate view of both coun¬ 
tries, and is the original upon which all subsequent descriptions have been 
formed.” 

When Smith returned to Jamestown he found that little had been done, _ 
a t 7 and a whole summer, which was a season of plenty, was’ 

^ . 1 ’ " * wasted in idleness by the folly and imbecility of the President 

whose conduct was so outrageous that the company had been at last /breed 
to depose and imprison him. 

Smith was now elected President, and his energetic conduct speedily 
t .« brought affairs into good order, and repaired as far as possible the 

" * ' injuries occasioned by the misconduct of his predecessor. 

Soon after Smith’s election Newport again arrived, with the preposterous 
order, supposed to have been procured by his own representations, not to 
return without a lump of gold, discovery of a passage to the south sea, or 
one of the lost company sent out by Sir Walter Raleigh. He also absurdly 
brought some costly articles for the royal household of Powhatan, which 
served only to inflate the pride, without conciliating the affection of that 
Prince. Some Poles and Dutchmen were also brought for the purpose of 
manufacturing, pitch, tar, glass, ashes, cfcc. which would have been well s enougli 
if the colony had been in a condition always to defy famine, but which it 
was impossible to accomplish now, when every man’s exertions.werq ne¬ 
cessary to procure a sufficiency of food. Notwithstanding Smith’s remon¬ 
strances, Newport insisted upon his trip of discovery above the falls of 
James river, for the purpose of discovering a rout to the south sea, although 
Powhatan had assured them. that the story they had heard of there being a 
sen in that direction was utterly false. The party returned as Smith had 
nredicted. duannointed and disheartened. Since this aroiect had failed 
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impossible to find a lump of gold, or one of 
was to find the south sea on James river; set him- 

such articles 
cutty and 

had he 
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cargo of tar, pitch, boards, a 
ower to procure, although \vi 
id he exert himself, and so 
tilicate gentlemen under his controu 
use of the axe, that in a short 
Captain Newport, who at length 
in the colony. By the return of the 
a letter detailing the cause of their m 
not expect a sudden acquisition of wealth, 
but by labor. He complained of the want 
in the expenditure for the benefit of the colony, 
wanted them from reaping an advantage of greater value 

judiciously expended would pure hale, from an actual outlay by the 
Qpmpany .of two or thtee thousand. He also t*pecially' cmtijriafccd 'bftlrt 
habits and character of the men sent out, and entreated them when ‘they 
(lent again, rather to send “but thirty carperiters, nosuartaiiio.^ gferdeuet'* 
fishermen, blacksmiths,* masons and diggers up of tree-roots, well provided, 
than a thousand such as they had, for unless they could both lodge and 
feed them, they would perish with want before they could be made goodfoi 
any thing.” 

From the departure of the ship, until the nex( arrival the teen were only 
|,| jpreserved from perishing by the most active and unremitting 

. . . 111 lJ """ exertions of their President, tiie detail of whose conduct in his 

intercourse with the savages, and his management of the ill-assorted, disoit 
derly, turbulent spirits under his controul, is ohe of the most interesting sto¬ 
ries in history, and proves him to have been a man of extrtoid inary 


A 







Although th'e fond anticipations of the Virginia company bad 

tirely disappointed, a spirit seems to hare prevailed, which was rather 
■peed to surmount all difficulties by increased exertion, than to succumb to 
llte>eclanvilated misfortunes which had already "beetren countered. 

The company seemed to have perceived their error in expecting a* suckle! 
acquisition of wealth from their American possessions^ and the defects i ft 
the government established by the first charter. V'To ’remedy these* evihra 
m . cy* icQQ new charter* was obtained, in'* which many individuals, 
y * ‘ and corporate bodies were included, nf great w 

reputation. 

tie new charter jhe power which had before’ been reserved by the 
was now transferal to the company itself; which was to 

feme council in England, and of legislating 
. ‘ The powers of the governor were enlarged from 
nt of-the council, to supreme and absolute, civil and 
instructions and regulations of the supreme council 
or check. There can be no doabt but that this was 
the only practicable government which could be offered-to a colony in the 
«fagition and mmmmi of the materials which then e:.listed in Virginia. 
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The member! 
iolent and weak 
ent, and the coward 
the motives 
thing good 


tyrants,—the in* 
exertions of the industrious ani I hm intelH* 
gem, ana ine cownroiy ana factious disputing the authority, and impugning 
the motives of such m were brave and honorable. In truth whenever any 

been done it was by the exercise of abtolute author* 
to the rest, and whatever had gone wrong might 
almost as much to the opposing view® ©f the various 
council, a® to the disposition of some to do wrong. 

Lord Do La Ware received the appointment of gove rnor for life under 

avarice which would listen to no posii bilhy of do* 
feat, and which already dreamed of a flourishing empire m America, sur¬ 
rounded him with stately officers, suited by their titles and nominal ckar- 
geo to the dignity of an opulent kingdom. The condition' of the public 

colonization; swarms of people desired to-be tranapoTteaj and 
adventurer* with cheerful alacrit contributed free-will offerings. ■ The 
widely diffused enthusiasm soon enatled the company to despatch a fleet of 
Dine vessels, containing more than five hundred emigrants.* Newport was 
made Admiral, and was joint commissioner with Sir Thomas Gates anil Sir 
'George Somers to. administer the affairs of the colony until the arrival of 
the goverepr. Bui these three individuals, with a ceremonious punctilio 
acteriitic of little minds, seeking that distinction from artificial positions 
in society, which they cannot obtain by their own merit, could not agree in 
in contest for precedence, and hence were compelled is a compromise, nil to 
go in the same ship. Thus exposing the colony to all the danger of anarchy 
lather than that one should appear by the ship he occupied to be a greaiw 
man than the other. 

.. They accordingly embarked with their commission, their directions anil 
much of the provision in the Sea Venture. When near the coast'of Vw- 
they encoantered a violent storm which destroyed one small vessel, 
drove the Sea Venture so far to sea that she stranded on the rocks of 
the Bermudas. Seven ships arrived in safety. 

When Smith heard of the arrival of this immense fleet, lie 'at "firest sup¬ 
posed it belonged to .Spain, and was sent to take possession of the colony, 
lie accordingly made all things ready with his usual promptness and energy 
~ character, to give them a warm reception, and little fear was entertained 

•I the re I. . Smith had by this time by his good conduct brought the 

savages *t» completely into subjection by their admiration for his qualities 
nnd linear of his power, that they had become subjects and servants^ planting 
and working for him as he required ; and now when it wa* thou 
was about to be attacked by the Spaniards they lent him all the aid 

in England had not attended to the wise 
their colonists, for it must he remarked 
his enemies were suffered there 
new batch of officers Ratclifle 
been sent home in disgrace for their 
j prejudiced the minds of 
, on the voyage, that they 
The historian of the times re 









•represent 

sent back 
mutinous 


1 







they had seen 




Archer were 
dissolute and 
officers so 
before 
eet-wa* 


* Bancroft If. 


p. 15S and authorities there quoted. 



LDTuly gal its, packed hither by their friends to 
ig aides with Hoteliffe, .Archer nd their confide* 
it, whose mmmmion they affected to consiiier os 
by the new commission, conducted themselves 
5Q to remain in subordination to any authority* 
time patiently, expecting every moment the arri- 
% and wishing when that went happened to de* 
OLgiand, and leave the scene of hia great sufferings and glorious 
being wilting to cjuit the service of a comp ty who could bo 
ifoualy dispense wuh bis an aority for the purpos a- of potting 
b over him who had no cklms upon them, and wiio knew ling 
rugemeoi of the colony. Fortunately the hsui 

ded Hind did not arrive, and Smith could no longer suffer affairs 
itt confusion. After km re*olitio« was taken ke quickly had 
bf tiici heels the most factions, who had been perpetually plotting his .den#- 
traction and engaging in all kinds of mischief, until he could have leisure 
ttt-do them justice, ■ . . 

.• The number still remaining at large in Jamas Town being too great for 
that position, ami more than could he well supported or easily mnoagsd,-— 
lie despatched West with a hundred and twenty of -the be®t preo be could 
fsleot to forma* settlement at the falls; and Martin whh nearly as many 
npore to Nansesnond^ providing them with a fair proportion of food mnd 
other necessary articles. Martin managed badly;—nis jealous fears in¬ 
duced him to attack the savages in his neighborhood who had treated him 


piles a 
having 
very ri 

Smith 1 


well, and take possession of a large quantity of their com and other 


peaty/.-whilst bis cowardly caution or criminal tenderness permitted 


VMS 


HI 3 rally and in their turn attack his men with impunity, to kill and wound 
several and retake all they had lost. He sent to James Town for irreiii* 
forcemeat, which he did not employ when he received, bnt hastened thither 
himself, cowering under the protection of Smith’s prowess, and leaving his 
jjgan to- their fate.. ■ -• 

j The {Resident set out for the folia a few days after West had departed, 
.pad found* that he had boated himaelf in «n exceedingly inoonvement slit- 
tiM» subject to inuiiliidott, -and surrou ided by other antolerahto ines msw 
imem* . He offered a fair proposition to Powhatan, Sm the purchase of Us 
plaiie-.oaUed Powhatai , which h# ww willing to accept, lithe disovderly 
spirits he had sent thither, who were dimming that the-country immediate¬ 
ly above them'was full of gold, to which they wished no one to have access 
^ pi see, or to ratify the contract, despising-''alike 

bb'Unduesa«ud his &rity, The President with his five men went 
baldly • among them, md seised the ringleaders of the nntttny, but the 
whole number of « hundred and twenty -gathering in upon him, forced 
him to retire, -but not without seizing one of i heir boats, -with which he 


alike 

went 


in, forced 
wfe id he 


. * “Had it so been we had been happy; for -we would have trusted them but-as oqr 
foes, Where receiving them as our countrymen and friends, they did what they could 
Hi Ukurtbur cot President, to surprise the store, the fort, and .our lodgings, to usurp 
the govenmMot, srd make us all their servants and slaws, till they could consume 
us and our re en raaoe; md. toifad -rather to supplant us than ij ily m, m master 
WiUiam Bom, an honest gentleman in this voyage relateth.' -“N grrative-of William 
Potts, clerk of the counceUL William Tankard and G. P.” in Smith’s Hist of Va. 
pa.m 
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» intelii- 



ip, in which their ']_ 

raith he was sustained by the mariners who hid lesfncsl Ms 

soldiers, and their own observations-of his'conduct, 
of the officers who had learned the mrmt of their 
his adversaries, and become his 
, whom they considered as their 
of the maltreatment of the 
were worse than their old enemies the 
the party to protect them, and 
they offered tbeir aid to chastise them, 
to heal these differences, and to 
guilded hopes of the South sea mines, 
out for James Town. Such visionary nod 
persons were the first civilized inhabitants of the present 
gent and hospitable city of Richmond. No sooner was omuirs woyage 
commenced down the river, than the savages attacked those, he left bdiimd 
him, and slew many and so frightened the rest that they suffered the prison¬ 
ers they held in custody to escape. The terrified wretches fled for safe* 
mith, whose ship had grounded, and submitted without stipulation m 
mercy. He seized six or seven of the lingleaders, and imprisoned 
; the rest he placed in the savage fort Powhatan, which front the 
beauty of its position, the excellence of its houses and fortifications, and 
other advantages, was called Non-such. H£ also satisfied ■ the- savages. 
This fair prospect was again marred by the imbecility of West, who listen¬ 
ed to the dcccjtful tales, and whining entreaties of the prisoners, and re¬ 
leased them, which again threw all things into disorder; the evil disposed 
being the more encouraged in their mutinous conduct now by the posses¬ 
sion of their provisions and stores which had been returned to them ait the 
time of their previous submission. They abandoned Non-such anti re¬ 
turned to their former inconvenient station at West’s fort. Smith findiner 
possible to restore tranquility, again set sail down the river, 
his progress ail unfortunate accident occurred which deprived 
colony of his services, and was near depriving him of life. His 
bag accidentally exploded whilst he was sleeping, and tore the 
his body and thighs in a horrible manner. The pain was so i 
he threw himself into the river to cool the burning sensation, and was near 

before lie could be recovered. He had yet to go nearly one faun- 
miles in this situation before he could reach a surgeon, or 
soothing application applied to his wound. 

When he returned to James Town, the time for the 
and Archer was approaching, and these worthies fearing 

rder him in his bed, but the heart 
fire the fatal shot. Failing in this, 
ossessing themselves of the 
Smith, who having i 
accept the Presidency, resi 
England but was induced 

, to prevent the 
hands of the miscrean 
isabled by his wound, 
reason, and seeing that there wa 
to restore him, determined 


ich almost 
lent surgi- 
England. 






an assassin to 
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colony from 

Smith 
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cal skill in the co 
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He well 
to it hi 
tome, k 
the colo 



and 


IP ate 
the Ah 


ted 


ew that in his disabled state the colony was no place for him, 
required his utmost exertion in health to suppress faction at 
the Indians in avye, and by the most unceasing activity supply 
with provision. He departed under the most mortifying cir- 
“his commission was suppressed he knew not why, himself 
a to he rewarded he knew 'not how, and a new commission 





weeks, whits 
to send home 
Mis conduct; 
who knew h 
mg of the all 
lure, says 
. “But had 
qualified the 




py not to whom.” After his determination 
pejje to have departed the next day were i 
mutinous captains were perfecting some cole 
inst him. Never had the colony sustainec 
iis character will be best given in the langi 
isL A writer who was with him in his tr< 
to usurp the government immediately befo 


was knowa 





charge 
a loss, 
f those 
■ speak- 
depar- 


. “But had that unhappy blast not happened, he would quickly have 
qualified the heat of those humors, and factions, had the ships but once left 
them mud us to our fortunes; and have made the provision -from among 
the savages, as we neither feared Spaniard, savage, or famine; nor would 
toe left Virginia nor our lawful authority, but at as dear a price as we 
had bought it and paid for it. What shall I say but thus, we left him, that 
in all Iris proceedings, made justice his first guide, and expedience his 
second, even hating baseness, sloth, pride, and indignity, more than any 
danger,—■?,hat never allowed more to ‘himself, than his soldiers with him; 
that upon nq danger would send them where he would not lead them him¬ 
self .-that would never si*e us want what he either . had, or could by any 

means get us;—that would rather want than borrow, or 'starve than iw# 
|»f ;—that loved action more than wards, and hated falsehood and covulr 
titos ness worse than death; whose adventures were our lives, and whoa* 
loss qur deaths.” 
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sufferings — Arrival of Gates—of Lord De La Ware,—his dt rtmrm 
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an4 readily yielded at a • reasonable price whatever they could myntOr A 
tilings were in such a condition that prudent management might hare ,§ 



When Smith left the colony, it contained four hundred and ninety .odd 
rsons. The harvest was newly gathered and there wfca provision hr 

ten weeks in the stores. The savages were in at good.state' of subjection 

All 
in? 

aured the most brilliant success, but the wildest confusion and anarchy _ 
vailed. The new President was so ill that he could not attend to business, 
and twenty others endeavored to hold the reins of government When 
the savages found that Smith was gone they speedily attacked and broke 
up the establishments, at Powhatan and Nansemond, driving in the rera« 
pant of the men their butcheries heft, to subsist upon the rapidly was 

provisions of James Town. RatclifFe with a vessel and thirty men attempt. 

to trade with Powhatan was by his carolessness cut- of£ anil he himself 
with all his company perished except two, who were saved by the human i* 

to be* 


West with a crew of thirty escaped in i 
The miserable company now left without 
composed with a few exceptions of “gentlemen 
s, and such like, ten times more fit to spoil 
one, or but help to maintain one,” now 

Each 





itions. 


one 




is own life, without regard to the wants or sufferings 


was no union, no concert, no 
naked deformity, and her handmaids 
followed im her train. The savages attacked and 
every occasion, and forming a systematic plan to starve 
would supply no further provisions; after they had 
ble article at the fort, even to most of their arms, 
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famine 
whites upon 
remainder, they 
ery disposu- 
price as they 
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chose to exact 
domestic animal 
were consumed 
acorns 
so 

were 

perished were 



Consumed, next follow 
goats, sheep, and finally 




horses; all 








was in roots, 

nay 
and buried 

had 








their skins. The 
other unwholesome stu 
er, that savages who 
consumed, and even some 

life by the rest, 
months only sixty emaciated 
and these were without the possibility of support for 
When Gates and Summers were shipwrecked on 
their good management saved the life of every 
rtion of their provision and sic ran. On this 

natilre was so bountiful, and presented spontaneous! 
variety of productions suitable to the sustenance of man, that 
ilifid and fifty men lived in ease and abundance for nearly 
The disagreeable idea of remaining thua upon an island, cut 
intercourse with the rest of the world, stimulated them to 

to build two barks, with such rude instruments as the 
wreck of their old ship and the cedars of the islan 

to find in the comforts and plenty 
their toil and difficulties. What 







exertion 
possessed. 
In these 
of a 



they* embarked for Virginia, expecting 
flourishing colony ample solace for all 

H I , was their astonishment when they- reached James Town, after i 
^ * more prosperous voyage than they could have expected in their 

erasy vessels, to" meet instead of the warm ana joyfu 1 welcome of their coun¬ 
trymen, in the Ill'll fruition of health and plenty, only the greedy eravings of 
in lew miserable wretches, begging for a sufficiency of food to preserve 
their existence. Not anticipating this melancholy situation they had only 
provided themselves with enough provision for their voyage,' and weiif 
unable to releive the necessities of their‘fellow creatures, whdse suffer in g§ 
was so painful to witness. It was impossible in this situation to re* 
main longer in the colony. All were embarked on board the vessel^ 
JameS Town was abandoned, and it was with difficulty that its depart 
img citizens could be prevented from setting fire to the habitations»ill which 
tfciy bad-suffered so much'misery. - J Mb ftie previsions which could bS 
rtatndtfid not amount to more than would supfxftf them for sixteen days, 
at the most limited allowance, yet with this they seTout with the hope 16 
reach Newfoundland, where they emmwd to be relieved by the British 
fishi 

beetl the will of heaven’to permit 
isoehe an awful chastisement for their misconduct, yet it was 
by 111® wiler of all human affairs that the colony should 
dotted, and no much labor and suffering be useless to 
country left in its-original wild and Unimproved condition. 

a associate® had reached the mouth of James river 
hy .Lord Ds La Ware with three ships, having on 
settlers, an ample stock of provisions, and every 
iii? cultivation. By persuasion and authority he 

June 10.1610, f eturn ,0 , James Town ' where 

houses and magazines in 

hod been left, A society with so bad a 

disordered frame required skillful and tender nursin 

lm4. De La 
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consultation to ascertain the cause of the previous 
alter listening to their mutual- accusations/ 
advice, reeommem 
that lie should not 
the 
res 

mi 
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De La Ware 

Percy; 



ties; and concluded 
full of wholesome 
the course they should-pursue, and assuring thata 
to exercise -his lawful authority in punishing 
solute, and idle. By unwearied assiduity,' by* the 

amiable and benificent character, by 1 knowing: how.to 

indulgence, and when to assume the dignify of his 
office, as well as when to display the gentleness natural-to his own tamper, 
he gradually reconciled men corrupted b? anarchy, to subordination and 

i the attention of the idle and profligate to industry, add 
again to reverence and diead the English name. Un¬ 
der such an administration, the colony began once mors 
to assume a promising appearance; when, unhappily Tor 
of diseases brought on by. the climate obligee _ Lord 
quit the country: the government of which hec onrmitted 
The colony at this time, consisted of about two hundred 
men; but the departure of the governor was a disastrous event, which 
produced not only a despondency at James Town, but chilled the jealous 
Warmth of the London company, and caused a decided 1‘eaction in the 
popular mind in England, which was exhibited in the manner in which 
popular feeling delights to display itself, by exhibiting the Virginia colony 
as a subject of derision upon the stage, f , . 

Before the departure of Lord Dc La Ware the company in England hail 
despatched Sir Thomas Dale with supplies, and it was well he arrived SO 
Mi . ln iri1 soon, for the company was already fest relapsing to their 
^ * 4 former state of idleness and improvidence,* and’ had me* 

glected to plant corn; which he caused to be done immediately. The com¬ 
pany having fotind all their previous systems of government inefficient, 
granted to Sir Thomas Dale more absolute authority than had been grant¬ 
ed to any of his predecessors, impowering him to rule by martial law; m 
short code of which founded on the practice of the armies in the low 
countries, the most rigid school at that time in Europe, they sent out with 
him. This system of violent and arbitrary government’ was recommend¬ 
ed by Sir Francis Bacon, the most enlightened philosopher, and one of. thip 
most eminent lawyers of his age. It proves the depth of his sagacity; for 


w 


ould 



re been absurd to apply the refined speculative theories of civil 
government to a set of mutinous, undisciplined, idle, ignorant creatures, 
shut up in a fort, surrounded by hostile nations, and dependent upon their 
own exertions for support. Surely in such a case a strong government 

as in a ship at sea, and more so than in ordinary military 
where habitual discipline preserves order, and ensures respect** 




discretion, 

In May Sir 


was now entrusted with this 
prudence and moderation. By 
of military punishment gave to 
colony more perfect order thari 
same time he tempered 
seems to have been given 
Dale wrote to England 



so much 


of the 


* Robertson's 
t Bancroft, 150 



























weakness 
of the place. 
De La Ware 
resuscitated, 
and 
jpindred men 


recommending in strong terms the importance 
favorable representations were fully confirmed by Lord 
ir homas Gates. The hopes ol the company were 
ust, Gates arrived at James Town with six ships, 
emigrants. The colony which now consisted of seven 
surrendered into the hands of Gates 
settlement with three hundred and fifty chosen men 
surrounded by the river, \v 
enrico. 

reatest checks to industry which had hitherto exi 
community of property in the provisions and 
seeing that they were to have a full share, 
the industrious were disheartened by 
rtion of the fruits of their industry consumed by the idle 

So discouraging was this state of things to exertion, 
the best times, the labor of thirty did not accomplish more than 
was done under a different system hj three. Gates perceived the evil and 


One of the 












the remedy. He distributed a certain portion of land tp each indi¬ 
vidual to be worked for his own benefit, still paying however a 
lion of his produce to the general store to provide against contingenti 
This policy was found so advantageous that every encouragement w 

ed to in 





individual enterprize in the acquisition of wealth. But little re¬ 
spect was paid to the rights of the Indians, for some depredation or injury 
from the tribe of Apamatuck, they were dispossessed of their corn and their 
cabins, which " considering the position commodious were unceremonious¬ 
ly appropriated by the English to their own benefit. 

The colony now having extended considerably, assumed a more regular 
|2 jg || g f Qf ui by pursuing a more consistent system of policy; and 

.. * * beginning to promise permanency, a new chatter was 

granted by James. This confirmed and enlarged all the privileges and im¬ 
munities which had been previously granted, extended the time of exemp¬ 
tion from duties, and enlarged their territory and jurisdiction to all islands 
and seats within three hundred miles of the coast. This included the new* 
ly discovered, fertile Bermudas, which were soon after sold by the 
to one hundred and twenty of its members * 

This new charter made some changes in the constitution of the 

more power to the company itself and less to the 
power of raising money by lottery for the benefit 
the first introduction of this pernicious system 
into England, aqd which was soon after 
Parliament, but not until the company 

by the privilege, 
of policy had increased the 
of the colony, so had it increased its 
One powerful tribe now 

protection arm became British subjects, another was 
friendly alliance by a tenderer tie than fear could 
. i Captain Argali in a voyage to the Potomac for 
com, fell in with an old chief named lapazaws, 
trusted Pocahontas, which he disclosed to 
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bim to a-copper kettle. The bargain was 
tie d on board by the cunning of her 
suspecting the treachery of the old hypocrite, 
a railed themselves of the possession of this lucky 
tort from Powhatan a high ransom; but the old 





Pocahontoa being en„- 

9 off without once 
at Jamestown 
to endeavor to ex- 

reall 







a mgu ransom; out me oiu liin rur luuuu ne reauy 
seemed to be so highly affronted at the indignity, offerei 
him, that he preferred fighting those who had rubbed him of his daughter 
to purchasing her freedom. But whilst this matter was in agitation a, trea¬ 
ty of ft different character was going forward between the young princess 
herself and Mr. Rolfe, a highly respectable young 
whp struck by her beauty, and fascinated by her manners 
to the rest-of her race, wooed and won her affections and obtained a pro* 

1. The news of this amicable adjustment of all difficulties 
soon reached the ears of Powhatan, and met with his cordial approbation. 
Ho sent the uncle and two brothers of Pocahontas to witness me nuptial 
ceremonies at Jamestown, which were solemnized with great pomp, accord¬ 
ing to the rites of the English church. From this marriage several of the 
most-highly respected families in Virginia trace their descent.’ Happy 
would it have been for both races, if this amalgamation had been promote 
by other instances, but this is the only case upon record. This maf: 
Tinge secured the permanent friendship of Powhatan and all under 
his influence; and the Chickahominies, his next ueighbors, when they heard 
of it, sent deputies, and submitted by solemn treaty to become subjects 
king James, and to submit to his governor in the colony,—to pay tribute, 
unci furnish men to fight against, whatever enemies should attack the colo¬ 
ny ; only stipulating chat at home they, should continue to be governed 
their own laws. 

* HI 

No-better evidence could exist of the opinion which the colony entertain- 

1613 ec * at t ' ,ne lis own stability and power, than the fact that they 
" sent two successive expeditions under Captain Argali to the French 
settlements at Port Royal, in Acadia which he effectually succeeded in de¬ 
stroying. This was clone in a time of profound peace between the two na¬ 
tions, and the only semblance of .right is afforded in the prior discovery 
of the continent by Cabot* for the French settlement was beyond the limits 
of the Virginia charter. As Argali returned he stopped at the port of N 

forced Hendrick Christiaens, the governor of the Dutch 
1, to become a subject of die crown of England, 
ftie authority of its representative the governor of Virginia, 

Argali was gone, the Dutchman no doubt 
and trsued his trade as composedly as he had before, for no use w 
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This species of laborers had decreased in 1617 to fifty 
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lour, including all classes; and these were finally released entirely from 
their vassalage by Sir George Yeardly in 1617. The original bounty to 
emigrants, coming at their own expense, or that of others than the company, 
hud been one hundred acres of land; but after the colony became better set¬ 
tled it was reduced to fifty, the actual occupancy of which gave-a right to 
as many mora The payment of twelve pounds and ten shillings to the 
treasurer of the company, entitled the adventurer to a grant of one hundred 
acres, the occupancy of which also secured a right to as many more. 4 * 

The labor of the colony which had been for a long time misdirected in 
the manufacture of ashes, soap, ghss and tar in which they could by-no 
means compete with Sweden and Russia, and also in planting vines which 
require infinite labor and attention, and for which subsequent experiments 
have indicated the climate to be unfit; was at lenpth directed by the extend¬ 
ed use of tobacco , in England! almost exclusively to the cultivation ofihst 
jgjg article. This commodity always finding a ready price, find aflaifs 

being bow so regulated that each one could enjoy the fruits of bin 
labor, was cultivated so assidiously, as to take off the attention of the plan- 
tetsr too much from raising corn, so that it became scarce, and supplies had 
again to be looked for from England or purchased of the Indians. The 
fields, gardens, public squares, and even the streets of Jamestown were 

C lantecf with tobacco, and thus- becoming an article of universal desire it 
ecanrie lo a great extent the circulating medium of the colony.' Not only 
private debts but salaries and officers’ fees were paid in tobacco, and the 
statute book to this day rarely mentions the payment of money, that it does 
not add as an equivalent "or tobacco ” - .. 

Early in the year 1614 Sir Thomas Gates had returned to England leaving 
the colony, which then consisted of about four hundred men, under theponv 
mand of Sir Thomas Dale, who in his turn desiring to visit England and 
his family, left the colony in 1616 under the protection and control of Sir 
Thomas Yeardley. 

■ With ’Dale, Mr. Rolfe and his interesting bride Pocahontas sailed. By 
a communication from Smith her amiable and rateable conduct was made 
known at court, and every attention was shown her both by the Ctueenand 
many of the nobility. This excellent Princess, whose deportment'was at> 
far superior to that which the condition of her race would amthorhte one<to 
expect, that it won for her universal admiration and esteem, was dtestined 
never more to behold her father or her native land. She died at Graves¬ 
end, where she was preparing to embark with her husband and child for 
Virginia. Peace to her gentle spirit, her memory will not perish whilst 


♦ Smith, Book IV. pa. 18. Bancroft I. 167-Bnrke. 

t Mote by Robertson,—" It is a matter, of some curiosity to trace the progress of the 
consumption of this unnecessary commodity. The use of tobacco segmsto bare been 
first introduced into England about the year 1586. Possibly a few sea faring persons 
may have acquired a relish for it by their intercourse with the Spaniards previous to 
that period; but it could by no means be denominated a national habit anterior to that 
dale. Upon an average of the seven years immediately preceding the year 1638, the 
whole import of tobacco into England amounted to a hundred and forty two thousand, 
and eighty five pounds weight. Stith p. 246. From this it appears, that the taste had 
spread with a rapidity which is remarkable. But how inconsiderable is that quanti¬ 
ty to what is consumed now in Great Britain !” or now H ■ 
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his own men, and the 

in Argali, who was a 
own ship, natutally tyrannical in 
a person utterly unfit to be trusted 
arbitrary government which then 
have considered such a government 
lave been then established, y&t it repaired 
ernor, terfipeTed by mildness, prudence and 
Such had been the case under the 
Yeardley, and under them the colony 
ever done before; but such was not the disposition 
governor. Instead of holding the severity of the laws in terrorem Dwr 
them, and not actually resorting to the extent of his power except in case* 
of extreme necessity, he sought to bring innocent actions within tie letter 
of the law, which indeed was not very difficult with the bloody miliary 
code which then existed. These arbitrary exertions of power were priftc**’ 
pally used in the gratification of his inordinate rapacity, which in its indfe* 
criminate grasp sought not only to clutch the property of the colonists, but 
also trespassed upon the profits of the compnay. Not satisfied with per* 
verting the labor of “the free colonists to his own use or pleasures, lie con¬ 
sumed the time of the servants of the company upon his own plantations. 
At length his conduct was so flagitious in the case of one Brewster, who 
was left by Lord Delaware to manage his estate, and who only sought icir" 
prevent Argali from utterly despoiling it, that neither the colony or compa¬ 
ny could bear his tyranny longer, btft he was deposed! and 1 Sir Oeofgn’- 
Veardley sent in his place. Yet he contrived to escape punishment, by th« 
mismanagement of some, ami the connivance of others, and preserved all of 
his ill-gotten booty. 

One of the first acts of Yeardly was to emancipate the remaining ser¬ 
vants of the colony. The tabor now being free, each man enjoying 
the fruits of his own industry and anxious to increase his store,there? 
fear of scarcity, and no time or Opportunity for mutiny among the 
1 J industrious planters. With the increasing strength and inde- 
the colony all four of the savages had vanished 
lest that in these altered circumstances a modification of 
vern orient ou 





to have been made, because ftn severity was 
’st the power existed it might be abused, 
in the case of Argali. The only use 
of the state from external foes, to secure 
person and property to each individual 
prosecution of such objects of general utility 

The moment the colonists 

terest m the country, by the enjoyment of their own 
slow of property, it was right that they should have some 
▼eminent, in the prudent conduct of which they were 
Yeardley was aware of this, for without ' * 
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borough or hundred, besides 
, near the end of June 
were represented, and four more were 
same summer. 

North American Legislature, wherein 
peclieiit for the good of the colony,” 
pronounced by the treasurer of the company 
arried,” but which are unfortunately lost to 
waa an eventful year to the colony, for in addition to their 
legse was established in Henrico, with a liberal endowment, 
had exacted £15,000 from the several bishops of his kin 

Indian children, and 10,000 acres of land were now 
company; and the original design was extended to make it a 
seminary of learning; also for the English. One hundred idle and dissolute 
persons, in custody for various misdemeanors, were transported 
thority of the king and against the wisites of the company to Virginia, 
They were distributed through the colony as servants to the planters; and 
egradation of die colonial character produced by such a process, was 
endured for the assistance derived from Them in executing the various plans 
of industry, that were daily extending themselves. This beginning excited- 
in the colonists a desire for using more extensively other labor than ihetf 
own, act opportunity for the gratification, of which unfortunately too soon 
occurred. In this eventful year too, a new article w m introduced into tiro 
trade of the company with the colony, by the good policy of the treasure# 
Sir Edwin Sandys, which produced a material change in the views and feel¬ 
ings of the colonists with regard to the country. ' At the accession ol Stf 
Edwin to office, after twelve year* labor, and an expenditure of eighty thorn* 
sand pounds by the company, there was in the colony no more than silt 
hundred persons, men, women and children. In one year he provided * 
passage lor twelve hundred and sixty one new emigrants. Among thesis 
were ninety agreeable young women, poor but respectable and incorrupt, 
to furnish wives to the colonists. The ipiadojn of this policy is evident,*— 
the uae» had hitherto regarded Virginia ouly as a place,©! temporary so* 
journ for the acquisition of wealth, anil never dreafnad'tf making a perma¬ 
nent residence in a place where it was impossible to enjoy tiny of the com* 
of domestic life. They had consequently none of those endearing tia^ 

kindred to bind them to the country, or attach 

necessary to make a good citizea. This new com- 
was transported at the expense of the colony, and sold to the young 
and ■ the following year another consignment was made of sixty 
young maid* of virtuous education, young, handsome, and - well recommend¬ 
ed. A wife in the first lot sold generally for one hundred 
coj but as the value of the new article became known 










that such an important step 

ty. The assembly seems to have been convened in conformity to principles laid down 
in the instructions to Sir Francis Wyatt in 16*31, and probably was procured it the so¬ 
licitation of the colony after the deposit) of Argali. The authority on whicli the 
statement that such an assembly was held is Stith 160; (See Hen, Stai. at Large, I. 
121.) The acts passed were presented on the 29th of March following, to the court of 
the company for confirmation, and were pronounced by Sir Edwin Sandys then Cfea- 
surar, fo be well and judiciously formed: See also Smith, vol, II, 39, for an account of 
this assembly in confirmation.of Stith. • ■' 
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August of this year an event occurre 
upon the constitution of Virginia, and 
whole southern portion of America 50 deeply, that k 

the destruction of society. This was the 
20 African slaves by a Dntch vessel, which availed itself of 
commerce which had been released from the shackles of 
rnonopoly in the early part of this year, to rivet forever the 

portion of their fellow-creatures and their descendants, 
covenanted servants which had been long known in 
md Whose condition was little better than that of slavery, was ■ small evil 
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and easily removed, because they were of the same color and country with* 
their masters; when they were emancipated they leaped at once froirnlhw 

phaclceli to the fuU dignity of freedom. No one scorned to associate with 
them, and no one spurned their alliance, if honorable and worthy in other 
respects they were equal to their masters and might even rise to distinction, 
put not so to the poor African. Nature has fixed upon him a stamp ‘whiclt 
cannot be erased or forgotten, the badge of his bondage is borne with him, 
when his fetters have crumbled to the dust, the curse of Cain is upon him; 
and no one will mingle with hirn. By the white man he is loved and che¬ 
rished &3 a distant and humble dependant,—but he is despised with di 
as a companion;—and the contamination of a mixture with his Woo 
loathed as a deep, endless, irremediable stain. Under such circumstances 
emancipation is impossible without removal, but when and where and how 
js this to be effected? This question posterity must answer,—nil that we 
can do is to treat them with kindness and humanity, and this is done. 

The overbearing disposition of king James created a powerful popttRkr 
England, which being unable to establish a liberal government at 
orae, was determined to secure for free principles a safe asylum in 
onies. The accomplishment of this determination was accelerated 

king to intermeddle with this very subject 
of the company, in which the patriot party preva 
iberal principles discussed in its meetings with 
it as the school of debate, and nursery 
the resignation of Sir Edwin Sandys 
jq treasurer, the king determined to try the extent of Ins influ- 
* ' ence in the election of a successor to this first office in the 
He accordingly sent in a nomination of four individuals, to one 
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been preserved to posterity in “summary of 
of the treasurer, council and company in England, 
another council to be called the .General Assembly in 
a.commission to Sir Francis Wyatt (the first governor 
and constitution) and Jhis council, 51 dated July 24,-162 

was to be chosen by the treasurer, 
the power of removal at pleasure, 
governor, and to constitute a portion 
General Assembly was to be called by 
oftener, unless on very extraordinary 
consist, in addition to the council of state, 
town, hundred or other particular plantation, to 
inhabitants; in which council all matters were to 
ordered by the greater part of the voices then 
governor always a negative voice. “And this 
to have full power, to treat, consult and conclude, 
occasions concerning the public weal of the said colony,.and every 
as also to make, ordain and enact such general laws and or- 
behoof of said colony, and the good government thereof, as.from. 
tjme to time might seem necessary.” 

The General Assembly and council of state were required to imitate and 
follow the policy of the form of government, laws, customs and manner oil 
and of the administration of justice, used in the realm of England, as 
near as might be, as the company itself was required to do, by its charter. 
No law.br ordinance was to continue in force or, validity unless it was so¬ 
lemnly ratified, in a general .quarterly court of the company, and returned 
under seal.; and it was promised that as soon as the government of the colo¬ 
ny should once have been well framed and settled, that no orders of court 
ould afterwards bind the colony, unless they were ratified in the same 
manner by the General Assembly. * 

Thus were the elements of a free government established, at the arrival 
of Sir Francis Wyatt, on a soil from which they were never to be eradicated, 
in less than one year from the time when domestic slavery was instituted in 
thomtne place, on a footing which promises equai^ermanence. 

When Sir Francis arrived he found that negligence and security 
the colonists, which is the inevitable consequence of a long peace. 
Powhatan had died in 1618, honored by the esteem and respect 
knew.him,—his own people, holding in grateful remembrance his prowess 

, and his mildness in age,— and his English friends and 
his firm support of his dignity, his paternal 
his native intelligence. He was succeeded in 
nough his younger brother, who was cunning, 

. He renewed the former treaties, w* * 
faith, and wore the mask of peace 
ces&fully. as completely to lull the whites to security, 
prince had always viewed with peculiar jealousy and 
the colony. He had given, much trouble, and engag 
ties, whilst he was king of Painunkee, and it was 
he would patiently submit to the continued and 
whites upon his lands, to the entire extermination 
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hie, the disparity in arms was too 
men now equal,* the nitempt would 
I to that extermination of his race 
resource was to strike some 

power of the colony at once, 
the Eastern Shore, to purchaae 
dominions, but this king being on 
ling to enjoy their trade refused to gra 
resource wns in n general massacre* to take effect upon 
plantations on the same day. The situation of the whites favored this de¬ 
sign, they not only placed confidence in the words of the savages' which 
bad now'been so long faithfully kept, but in their weakness .and cowardice. 
They had extended their plantations over a space of .one hundred and forty 
miles, on both aides of James river, and mode some settlements in the neigh¬ 
borhood-of the Potomac; in short w herever a rich spot invited to the culti¬ 
vation of tobacco, there were they established, and an absence of neighbors 
was preferred.^ The planters wore careless with their anus, never using 
their swords, and their fire-arms only for game. The old law niaking,it 
criminal to teach a savage the use of arms was forgotten, anti they were 
fowlers and hunters, for many of the planters, by which means they became 
well acquainted with the use of arms and the places in which they were 
kept. One great object with the settlers, and with the company, in whose 
instructions we find it perpetually enjoined, had been.the conversion of the 
Indiana to the Christian-religion. To promote this pious object* they had 
always been received in the most friendly manner, they became.-market 
pie to the planters, and they were fed at their tables, and lodged in, heir 
1-chambers as friends and brothers. - , 

- ■Opcchancanongh had renewed the treaty w ith governor Wyatt, and took 
every other means in his power to avoid suspicion. .He told a messenger 

■bout the middle of March, that the sky should fall ere he would violate the 

_ 

treaty of peace: only tw'o days before the fatal 22nd, the English were guid¬ 
ed in safety and kindness through tire forest by the unsuspected Indians, 
and a Mr. Browne who hud been sent to live among them to learn lb**r 
language wms sent safely to his friends, —nny, so well was the dread secret 
"kept that the English boats were borrowed to transport the Indians over the 
river to consult on the “devilish murder that ensued,” and even ou the day 

ns on the evening before, they came as usual unarmed into 
einents with deer, tnrkios, fish-, fruits and other provisions to &elh 
and in some places sat down to breakfast with the English 
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those that were at their lafc 
were so sudden in 
discern the blow or weapon, 
familiarity with the whites led 
which they were certain to be 
bloody and barbarous hands 
hundred and forty seven men, 
own weapons.”• Not content with this destruction, thiij 
mangled the dead bodies, as if they would perpfetrats 
bore off the severed portions in fiendish triumph. Ttesa 
them with especial kindness, and conferred many benefits 
confided so much in them that to the 



pretences. 
They spared 
indiscriminate 
brought them 
with fatal we¬ 
an d that “ liilil 
perfidious Slid 
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and promises, and even the recent and solemn 
an all-merciful and omnipotent God, were broken asunder or for 
in obedience to the command of their chief for the execution.of 
great but diabolical stroke of state policy. With one and only one of *11 
who had been cherished by the whites, aid gratitude for their kindness airf 
fidelity to his new religion prevail over hii allegiance to his king, and affec¬ 
tion for his people. A converted Indian who resided with a Mr. Pice,mk 
who was treated by him as a son, revealed the plot to him in the night :mt. 
the 21st Pace immediately secured his house and rowed himself up to 
Jamestown, where he disclosed it to the governor, by which means tint 
place and nil the neigboring plantations, to which intelligence could be con¬ 
veyed, was saved from destruction; for the cowarily Indians when they 
the whiles upon their guard immediately retreated. Some oilier plaM 
were i»Iso prese rved, by the undaunted courage of the occ u peats, who never 
failed to beat off their assailants, if they were not slain, before theirmuspi- 
cions were excited. By these means was Virginia preserved from total an¬ 
nihilation in a single- hour* by this well conceived, well concealed, and wall 
executed plot of her weak and simple adversaries/ The. larger portion of 

was saved; for a year after ifce massacre it contained two thou- 
«hundred persons; but the consternation produced, by 

of a ruinoQs policy. Instead of marching at once bo! 
adversary and driving him from the country, or ri >dummg 
by a bloody retaliation, the colonists were huddled tp» 
their eighty plantations into eight, the college, manufactories 
of public utility, wareahandoned, am d cultivation con fined 
too limited, merely for subsistence. These 
tere produced sickness, and some were eo dish- rte.zed that 
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mine subjection, m unimiion 01 the exam 
cy would surely have been more merciful than 
which was carried into effect, whether by deliberate 
temporary- expedients does uot .appear. Smith 
tact -all'their planters trom the James to the 
force of one hundred soldiers and thirty sailors, \vi 
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shallops; and there is no 
it, by which means the planters 
more successfully in attending to their 
perpetual watch, and occasionally to take 
or make an attack upon the enemy. Sm 
company was impoverished, but that 
1 into effect, if he could find means 
give the company half the booty he should 
he observes, that except some little corn, he would 
for all the booty to be made from the savages for twenty 
The colonists, although they couldnot be soon again lulled totbeir 











petdily recovered from their recent panic, and on July of 
iilied forth with three hundred men to seize the corn and 



forruor-security, s 
same year® an 

ocher punishment on the Indians ; but they suffered themselves to be 
deceived by false pretences until the corn was removed from their reach so 
that they got but little; they succeeded however in burning many of 
their villages, and destroying much of their property, by which they said they 
were likely to suffer much duriug. the ensuing winter. We find that a law 
liras passedbon the following session by the General Assembly, requiring that 
•n the beginning of lulv next, the inhabitants of every corporation should 
foil upon die adjoining savages as had been done the last year; and enacting 
that those who were hurt should be cured at the public charge, and such as 
were maimed should be maintained by the country, according to their quality.! 
We find it a 1st) further enacted in 1630, “that the war begun upon the In¬ 
diana be effectually followed, and that no peace be concluded with them ; and 
that all expeditions undertaken against them should be prosecuted with dili¬ 
gence* % This state of fierce warfare continued to rage with uninterrupted 

a jxjace was concluded in 1632, under the administnaiion of 
xarnor Harvey.f In the course of this warfare the Indians were not treat¬ 
ed with the same tenderness, with which they had generally been before) tiie 
massacre, bot their habitations, cleared lands, and pleasant sites, when once 
taken possession of, were generally retained by the victors, 
quia bed forced to-take refuge hi the woods and marshes. 

. Whilst these events were transpiring in the colony, an important c 

character of their government was about to take place in 
The company had been unsuccessful; the fact could no longer 
They had transported more than nine thousand persons, 
wading- a 'hundred thousand pounds, and yet hi nearly eig 
were onlv about two thousand persons in the colony, 

thousand pounds in value. Tht 
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irs, to push his plans'for the dissola- 
He carefully fomented the dissentions wfafeh aros*, 
th e weaker party; which readily nought the aid of hie 
had long disliked the democratic freedom of their iit- 
of late become envious of -their little profits-on the trade 
which he felt ever? disposition to divert into his own 
fern; mi determined to make good use of the present 
in most of the company, and unpopularity with the public, to effect his de¬ 
signs. Wishing however to gain his end by stealth, and secret influence 
with their officers, rather than by open violence, he again tried. his 
strength in the nomination of four individuals from whom the com¬ 
pany were to choose their treasurer. But he was again signally defea «il f 
and the earl of Southampton re-elected by a large majority, th® king’s 

receiving only eight votes in seventy. 

Failing in this, it was manifest that the company was not to be brow- 

submission to his dictation, and he only considered how the 
charter of the company might be revoked, with the least violation to the 
laws of England. To effect this with plausible decency some allegation of 
improper conduct was to be made, and some proof ferreted out The flat 
of these objects was effected by two long petitions by members of the Roy¬ 
al faction in the company, setting forth at full length every evil which h 
accrued to the colony, from its earliest establishment to that hoar, andcharg- 
ing all upon the mismanagement of the company. For many of these 
charges there was too much truth, and the faults of the company could be 
easily seen after the accidents had -happened, but whether they wore.not 
necessarily incidental to the situation of things in Virginia, or they might 
lav® been avoided by-the king or a corporation differently constituted, aae 

X iestions difficult to answer; but'these, petitions contained, mingled with 

ese truths, a great proportion of glaring falsehood as to the physical and 

moral condition of the colony. They had been prepared and presented 

with great secrecy; but the company contrived to obtain copies of tbans; 

mind refuted their inlanders by the most irrefragibie testimony, many facts be 

ing in the cognziance of the members themselves, and others established 

the evidence of respectable persons who ~taA,4sng resided in Fir 

This mass of evidence was laid before the king, m the vain 

induced to disregard the petitions; but part of his object was 

es were made, the next step was to procure asemblac 

purpose in a few days, in answer to the prayer in one» 

issued a commission under the great seal, to seven 

matters respecting Virginia, from the 
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The company which had refused to gratify the king i 
ciiicera, was less disposed to comply with this suicidal 



order was read over three several times before 
ves that their ears informed them correctly of 

taken and one hundred and twelve vote® were against 



vote 


the relinquishment, and twenty-six, the precise number of the king’s lie 
lion, in favor of it. The company asked further time for a more deli berate 




i, as there had not been sufficient notice, few members were, present, 
and it was one of those matters of importance which could not be decided, 
by the terms of their charter, except at a regular quarterly meeting; but 
the council would not listen to the proposition, ordering time company to 
meet again in three days, and give a clear, direct and final answer. In 
obedience to this order an extraordinary court was summoned, and the ques¬ 
tion of surrender submitted to their consideration, upon which onlv nine of 
the seventy present voted in its favor; an answer was returned that 
Would defend their charter. The knowledge of these proceedings transpi 
ring produced a shock to the credit of i he company, which palsied for the 
lime the spirit of commercial enterprise; to remedy this evil the privy 
council declared that the private property of every one should be protected, 
and secured by additional guarantees if necessary; that they should pro¬ 
ceed with their regular business; and all ships bound for Virginia should 
soil. To endeavor to discover something more authentic against the conn- 
puny than his secret conclave of commissioners had yet been able to obtain* 

the king now thought proper to send John Harvey, John 
Pory, Abraham Piersey, Samuel Matthews, and John Jef¬ 
ferson, as commissioners to Virginia. “To make more 

touching divers matters, which concerned the 
nia, and in tier to facilitate this enquiry, the governor and council 
in were dered to assist the commissioners in this scrutiny, 
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■ In' soch m mood would the commissioners-have found the colony and 
■ Omemi Assembly,. had they not procured copies of the two slanderous pe¬ 
titions, m spite of all the precautions of the inner and the sec reef of nis 
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their duty to t 
the praises of 


Although they felt 
interest in defending themselves 

and malicious representations, we 
it in the estimation of thos 
it to stand fairest. In six days 
prepared spirited and able answers 
in their preamble, “that they holding it 
gs, to permit the world to be 
vice the reward of virtue,—They, in the name 
Virginia, in their General Assembly met, 
e-witnesses and sufferers in those times, had 
eir country, and love of truth the following answer 
ir T. Smith’s government, in the said declaration.’* 

T*hev next drafted a petition to the king, which with a letter to the privy, 
council and the other papers, were committed to the care of Mr. John Pou fo¬ 
lia,- a member of the council, who was selected to go to England to repre¬ 
sent tile general interests of the colony before his majesty and the privy 
council; and whose expenses were provided for by a tax of four pounds 
the best' merchantable tobacco for every male person sixteen years of 
who had been in the country for one year. This gentleman unfortunate! 
died on his passage. The letter to the privy council marks very stfongly' 
the value which they set even at thqt early day upon the right*of legisla¬ 
ting for themselves, the principal prayer in it, being “that the governors 
may not have absolute power, anti that they might still retain the liberty of. 
popular assemblies, than which, nothing could more conduce to’ the public 
satisfaction, and public utility.” 

A contest of wits was commenced between the Commissioners and the 

The former under various pretexts withheld from the latter ji, . 

of their commission, and the other papers with which they hadbeefo. 
charged, and the governor and the Assembly thought proper to preserve ap 
eom mystery as to their own proceedings. In mis dilemma Mr. Pory, 
who was one of the commissioners, and who had been secretary to tb#' 
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ther most 
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discharged from his post for betraying its councils 
now suborned Edward Sharpless, n clerk of the council, to. 
of the proceedings of that body and of the 
was discovered, and the clerk was punished wi 
account was sent home to the com 
i*e at the baseness and treachery o 
their secret maneuvering defeated, next 
’, to induce the Assembly 
In reply to this the 




in establishing the colony, without the smallest aid from the- government. Stofif, 
Jaihes suspended their powers by proclamation of July 15, 1634, and Charles L took 
the government into his own hands. Both sides had their partisans its the colony;' 
bw.it fit truth the people of the colony in general thought themselves little concerned 
in the di pste. There being three parties interested in these several charters; what' 
passed between the first and second it was thought could not affect the third. • If the' 
king seiicd on Ac powers of the company, they only passed into other bands, without; 
increase or diminution, while the rights of the people remained as they were. Jefillfi 

ot» Va,, w 1W^3. " • 
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polled to answer 
Assembly took iiiiiil 
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authority to 

without betraying their secret instructions, 
the requisition in general terms and 
farther notice of the commissioners, but 
gislotton. 

-fire sets of this Assembly have been 
time, and exhibit with great strength, the propriety 

can pass laws for the regulation of their own interests and coa- 
One of these acts establishes at once in the most simple anil intelR- 

e the great right of exemption from taxation without iwspwipi. 

in these words:—“The governor shall not lay any taxes at 
the colony* their lands or commodities, other way than by 
of the General Assembly, to be. levied and employed as tl 
shall appoint.” —By a subsequent act it was declared that 
governor should not withdraw the inhabitants from their private labels 
|o any service of his own, upon any color whatsoever, and in case the 
public service required the employment of many hands, before the bolding 
of a General Assembly, he was to order it, and the levy of men was to be 
made by the governor and whole body of the council m such manner as 
would be least burthensome to the people and most free from jp irti&lity. Ta 
encourage good conduct, the old planters who had been in the oniony 
Since the last arrival of Gatos, were exempted from taxation or mib» 
tary duty. Many acts of general utility were passed; the members sf 
the Assembly were privileged from arrest; lands were to be surveyed 
#nd their boundaries recorded, which is no doubt the origin of our highly 
beneficial recording statutes; vessels arriving were prohibited from break¬ 
ing their cargoes until they had reported themselves; inspectors of tobacco 
were established in every settlement; the use of sealed weights and men* 
euros was enforced; provision was made for paying the public debt, “ brought 
po by the late troubles;” no person was, upon the rumor of supposed change 
land alteration, to presume to be disobedient to the present government, or 
/servants to their private officers, masters or overseers, at their uttermost 








Wise regulations were likewise made to prevent surprises by tfie 
; every house was to be fortified with palisadoes; no man should 
or send abroad without a party sufficiently armed, or to work without their 
arms, with a centinel over them; the inhabitants were forbidden to 
aboard ships or elsewhere in such numbers as to endange 
their plantations; every planter was to take care to have sufficient arms and 
ammunition in good order; watch was to be kept by night; 
was to suffer powder to be expended in amusement or entertainments. 

nting, and ensure plenty of provision, no limit was fixed 
; viewers were appointed to see that every man planted a siiii* 

ily, and all trade with the savages for corn was strictly 







we return 




iven a specimen of colonial spirit, and colonial legislation, 
little intrigues of James, who was striving by every meant 
become possessed of the control of the colony; partly t* 
gratify his love of arbitrary authority and of money, and partly to gratify 
his royal self-complacency by framing a code of laws, for a people ww 
whose character and condition he was utterly unacquainted, and who fro® 
the specimens recently given appeared to be folly competent to the manage- 







HISTORY OF 



575 











Nov, 








,merit of 

dian; who while 
to the character of a 
council of the 
ad bv an 


without the dictation or 
e craft without the 
The recent acts oi 
on the state of their affairs, in ivhie 
majority the previous determination to 
a restitution of their papers lor 
This request was pronounced reasonable 
complied with. Whilst these papers we*re 
were transcribed, and the copy has been 
presents a faithful record of many portions of Vir 
would be otherwise impossible to elucidate.* 
caused a quo warranto to be issued against 
soon after the appointment of his commissioners 
1 Virginia, and the cause was tried in the King’s 
of 1624. A cause which their Royal master 
at heah could not long be doubtful with judges entirely dependent upon 
will for their places; it is even credibly reported that this important 
whereby the rights of a powerful corporation were divested, and the 
bility of remuneration for all of their trouble and expense forever cut 
was decided upon a mere technical question of special pleading!* 

In the mean time the commissioners had returned, and reported very 
vorably of the soil and climate of Virginia, but censuring deeply the con¬ 
duct of the company,—recommending the government of the original char¬ 
ter of 1606 , and declaring that a body so large and so democratic in its 
forms as the company, could never persevere in a consistent course of poli¬ 
cy, but must veer about as the different factions should prevail. In this it 
must be admitted that there was much truth, and all hopes of profit having* 
some time expired, and the. company only being kepi up by the distiu- 
shed men of its members, from patriotic motives and as a» instrument 
power for thwarting the king, in which capacity its present unpopuEari- 
tjr rendered it of little use,— it was now suffered to expire under the judi¬ 
cial edict, without a groan. The expiration of the charter brought little 
immediate charge to the actual government of the colony, — a large com¬ 
mittee was formed by the king, consisting principally of his privy 
to discharge the functions of the extinct company ; Sir Francis 










governor, and he and his council only empowered 
amply as any governor and council resident there, 
of five years last past.” — which was the exact 
government. The king in appointing 
appoint embittered partisans of the court 
of men of moderation, 
free, whilst his Royal Highness is 
own vanity in preparing a new code 
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Charles 1.,—Tobacco trade,—Year dky 

his death and character,—Lord 
religion,—legislation upon the 
settle on Delaware bay,—Harvey 
to his early administration 

ny t —Grant of Carolina and Maryland,—probable cause 
—Harvey deposed — restored,—Wyatt governor ,'— Acts pf the Legisla¬ 
ture . improperly censured,—Berkeley governor,—^Indian rerfali<p%. 

Ope'.hdncanough prisoner —his death ,— Change of governments* Jfrsg- 
land, —- Fleet arid army sent to reduce Virginia, — Preparation far de¬ 
fence by Berkeley, — Agreement entered into between lie colony and x tke 
commissioners of the commonwealtk ,— Indian hostilities, —Matthews 
■ elected governor, —Difficulties between the governor and the legislature 
— (uljusltd ,— State of the colony and its trade,*— Commissioners sent 
' to England,—The Restoration,—General legislation. 
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The dissolution of the London Company was soon followed by the death 
iii.,,,,. OT lt , r of James, and the accession of his non Charles I. * The 
rc * king troubled himself little about the political rights and 

privileges of the colony, and suffered them to grow to the strength of ..estab¬ 
lished usage by his wholesome nfrgleet ; whilst he was employed in obtaining 
a monopoly of" their tobacco. This valuable article, the use of which ex¬ 
tended with such unaccountable rapidity, had early attracted the avidity of 
king James. The 19th article of the charter of 1609 had exempted the 
company, their agents, factors and assignees from the payment of all sob 
sidies and'customs-in Virginia for the space of one and twenty years; and 


thither, 


from all taxes and impositions forever, upon any goods im 
or exported thence into any of the realms or dominions of England; ex¬ 
cept the five per cent usual by the ancient trade of merchants.* But net- 

express words of this charter, a tax wi 
in the year 1620 upon the tobacco of 
of itself, but the more oppressive 
Virginia and Spanish tobacco, when 
times the price of the former. In the mine ymr 
another violation of the chatter in 
their tobacco into England; when 
been diverted into Holland 
Flushing. The charters all 
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tenure by which his gains were 
e’s company into an arrangerm 
importers of tobacco; being bound 
nor more than sixty thousand pounds of 
king in addition to the six pence duty 
the tobacco' landed in the realms. The 
it all other importation and all planting it 
which was already planted was to be con 

petitioned Parliament to pro' 
of the king, they failed,—hut 
for the exclusive monopoly of tobacco 
icoa and the Somer Isles, was granted, and a roya 
J : ’ issued accordingly; whether this exclusiveness 
stood with the limitation in the previous contract between the king 
two companies, it is impossible to say, as the original documents are 
accessible to the writer.* But the probabilities are greatly against 
limitation. 

* Charles had not been long on the throne before he issued a proclamation 
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Confirming the exclusive privileges of the Virginia and 
Somer Isles tobacco, and prohibiting a violation of their 



April 9, 1625 

monopoly, under penalty of censure by the dread star-chamber, this was 


soon followed by another in which lie carefully set forth the forfeiluie of 
their charter by the company, and the immediate dependance of the colony 
upon the crown; concluding by a plain intimation of his intention to bo* 
come their sole factor. 

Soon after this a rumor reached the colonies that an individual was in 
treaty with the king for an exclusive contract for tdbacco, one of the con¬ 
ditions of which would have led to the importation of so large an amount 
Spanish tobacco as would have driven that of the colonists from, the 

it * _ _ ^ ■ • • , - * 



market; the earnest representations of the colony on this subject .caused an 

abandonment of the scheme, but in return the colony was obliged to excuse 


itself from a charge of trade with the lower countries, and promise to trade 
only with England.! Bat the kmg’fteagerness for. the possession of this 

was not to be baffled thus; he made- wformal proposition to the 
ir exclusive trade, in much the same language as one tracks 
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man would use to another, and desired that the General Asse 

for the purpose of considering his proppsition 
by the General Assembly to this proposition i 
It sets forth in strong but respectful 
done the planters by the mere report of 
trade to a monopoly; they state the reasons 

other staples mentioned by 

ijrom his proposition as to the purchased their tobacco, 

{ >rice and better terms of'admission, in exchange lor 

y which 

* In the mein time he death of his father 

return to Europe to 
appointed Sir George Year 





4 issent 



1626 , 




■ ♦ Stfrl, 1 

Hazard". 

" f Burk'S 
t Hen in i 



quoting ft!nli, Cobb*if*--Parliament Ht?t. and 





2 lib 


» m 






«f* 


Mstory op 



” 9 * m — ^ 

was if«4j a sufficient guarantee of the political privileges of the .colony, as 
he had had the honor of calling the first colonial assembly: but in addition 
to this his power* were like those of his predecessor, limited to the exeett- 
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tive authority exercised by the governor within 

in connection with the express sanction 
Legislative Assembl 
tobacco sufficiently prove that he 
highly-prized privilege of self-government 
justifies the General Assembly in 
the kin a ambiguous words 
inviolate all the '‘former interests” 
occur in n is letter .01 1627.* 

Thus were those free principles established in Virginia, for 
mother country had to struggle for sometime longer; the colon j 
the estimation of the public, and a thousand new emigrants arrived 
year; which of course much enhanced the price of provision. 

■ Di&tb .now cloned the career of Yeardiey. The character 
|j « fi «7 ministration is exhibited in the history of the c< 
v * * the estimate placed upon his character by those who metf 

acquainted with bis conduct, and who were little disposed to flatter 
undeservedly either the living or the dead, is to be found in a eulogy writ- 

« . I * . ijs ^ . 4 • *11 ML - ’ II * 







governor, the day after, the. burial of Yeardiey. 
lljie commission until the 5th of March 1628 , when designing to sail for 
England, John Pott was chosen to succeed him.t Pott did not continue 
long in office, for the king, when the death of Yeardiey was known, issued 
liim commission to Sir John Harvey, who arrived some time between Octo¬ 
ber 1628 and .March 1629. 

In the interval between the death of Yeardiey and the arrival of Har¬ 
vey, occurred the first act of religious intolerance, which defile the annals 

" Virginia. 

Lord Baltimore, a.catholic nofel#^atJ, allured by the rising reputation of 
colony, abandoned his settlement in Newfoundland and came to 

instead of being received with the cheerful welcome of a 
rjend and a brother, he was greeted with the oath of allegiance and su- 
jwwnacy, the latter of which it.was well known his conscience would 
allow him to take. 

is to be made for tins trespass upon reli 
it too wilful violation of natural liberty. 

to be considered. The colony 
struggle between the Romish and 
ancient tyranny and oppression 
memory of all, its cruelties and Karsh into 




Much a' 






and 
into life. 



were 

et fresh in 



£ 




nd were recent, 








wns 

kind had been he 




yet continuing in the. countrie 
civil government. 'The lie 

* •* O 

religious freedom, and the thralc 

Catholic fetters for so 



Eng- 
votaries 
itself 
ieh man- 
was too terrible. 



* Burk, v. i. pa, 
t Burk, v. 3. p. 23. 
count for the fate of 






a loss to 






to risque the possibility of their acquiring any authsi 
Eye-witnesses of the severities of Mary were yet alii; 
doubtless many of the colonists had heard fearful relati 
sufferings during her reign, probably some had sufferet 
lies; most of them had emigrated whilst the excitement 
was still raging in England with its greatest fury, and 


actio a by the discovery or pretended discovery of Popish j 
possession of the government. Was it wonderful then that a 
With a remarkable uniformity of sentiment professed a diff 
should be jealous of a faith which sought by eveiy means ii 
obtain supreme control, and used that control for the extermx 
Harshest means, of all other creeds? 

The colony in Virginia was planted when the incestuous i 
connection of church and Mate had not been severed in anv t 
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the 


ine colony in Virginia was planted when the incestuous and monstrous 
connection of church and Mate had not been severed in any civilized-epun- 
tpy on the globe;—at a period when it would have been heresy to' attempt 
such a divorce, because it required all the aid of the civil power to give 
men sufficient freedom to “profess and by argument to maintain n any n er 
creed than one,—and that one the creed of Rome. The anxiety of-the 
British government upon this subject, so far from being unnatural vro| 
highly laudable, since all its efforts were necessary to suMain its new-born, 
power of professing its own creed. The awful effect of Catholic supflf- 
jortacy, displayed in a neighboring kingdom, afforded a warning too terrible* 
to raf easily forgotten, and it would have been as unwise to allow the 
Catholics equal civil privileges at that day, as it would be impolitic end 
unjust now to exclude them. We find this regard for religious freedom, 
(for emancipation from the Pope's authority was a great step in refigioUQ 
freedom,) carefully fostered in the colonies. Every charter requires the 
establishment of the elunrah of England, and authorises the inflictio» >; ti| 
punishment for drawing off the people from their religion, as a matter Ilf 
equal importance with their allegiance. For at that period before any im¬ 
portant differences between the Protestants had arisen, when but two reli¬ 
gions were .struggling for exiMence, not to be of the church of England 
was to be a Papist, and not to acknowledge the secular supremacy' of the 
King, was to bow to the authority of An Pope. The catholics as the only 
subject of terror, were the only subject# of intoletfnace* no sufficient num¬ 
ber of dissenters had availed themselves of the great example of Protean 


tantism in rejecting any creed which did not precisely a 
sciences, to become formidable to mother chorcti; nor hai 
strong and haughty in her new-fledged power as to level 1 
but her first great antagonist f 
The colony in Virginia cdoiistedof church of England 
of the first acts of their Legislature relate to provision 
Glebe lands were early laid off and Itvjnp provided; Tht 
considered not as pi and chaTiiablc individuals, but ai 
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* The massacre of the Protestants by the Catholics on St. B 
France, in 1573. 

t The persecution of the Puritans was an exception to this, 
ted with considerable rigor, but their numbers were small, cc 
Churches, and most of those who then existed went to Hoi! 
John Robinson and William Brewster, in 1607 and 8, and se 
whence they removed to Leyden in 1609, whence they sailed 
and landed in Cw Cod Harbor on the 7th of November, and 
fee ilsf of December following,—Holmes’ Am. An. 15 H 
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faith and 
were 

ce of their duty. 
f required that in every 
, a house should be 
a place paled in to be used so 

penalty of a pound of 
divine service on Sunday without sufficient excuse, 
month' 
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third required uniformity, as near as might be, with 
; the fourth enjoined the observance of the holy 
March, the day of the Massacre to the number) dis* 
‘by reason of our necessitiesthe fifth punished any 
s himself from his church above two months in the year 
half of his estate,—and four months, his whole estate 
and curacy; the sixth punished disparagement of cr minister; the seventh 
prohibited any man from disposing of his tobacco or corn until the minis¬ 
ter’s portion was first paid.* This sacred duty discharged, the Assembly 
next enact salutary regulations for the stata We -find at the session of 
1629 the act requiring attendance at church on the Sabbath specially en- 
forced, and a clause added forbidding profanation of that day by travelling 
Or work; also an act declaring that all those who work in the ground shall 
pay tithes to the minister. We find requisition of uniformity with the 
canons of the English church not only repeated in every new commission- 
from England,’but re-enacted by the Legislature of 1629-30, and in 1681-2, 
as well as in the several revisals of the laws. In the acts of 1631-2, vr% 
find many acts conveying the idea advanced of ministers being considered 
public officers; and churchwardens required to take an oath to present 
fljf&nces against decency or morality, which made them in effect censors of 
the public morals. In these acts it is made the duty of ministers to teach 
children the Lord's prayer, commandments, and the articles of faith; also 
to attend all persons dangerously sick, to instruct and comfort them in their 
distress; to Keep registers of christening, marriages and deaths; and to 
preserve in themselves strict moral conduct, as an advancement to religion 
aft example to others. We find’ also frequent acts passed providing far 

of the ministers, until the session of 1657-8, when church 
find state seem to have been effectually divorced; for though no 
Hilarious freedom was passed, but all were still expected, rather 

to the’church of England, yet the e 
of ministers was abandoned, and all matters relating to 
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control of the people, t 

From the review which we have given of the relis 
England and the colony, it must be manifest that the ten' 

Lord Baltimore was not only a religi 

could by no means have 

oaths, laws and charters. But if any iurmer prooi were 
necessary, to show that it flowed from this source and not from a disposi? 
tion to religious intolerance,—it is afforded by the liberal invitation given 
in the instructions to Captain Bass to the Puritans who had settled nt New 
Plymouth, to desert their cold and barren soil and 
Delaware Bay, which was in the limits of Virginia. 
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to mislead than to guide historians. It is a period replete with c 
by historians, of the most heinous character against the govei 
evidence upon record to support them. The truth is that Sir ) 
was deposed and sent home by the colony for some improper 
m f hat that was, does not fully appear, and historians seem to 
it their duty to supply the defect in the record, by abusing hi 
lion as arbitrary ana tyrannical from the first; the charge is 
dence, and every probability is against its truth. During the 


ts acts as those 
iug sessions, only consist of the usual business acts of 
e have now approached a period in oar history, upon 
and glimmering lights which exist, have rather served 
i historians. It is a period replete with charges made 
ost heinous character against the governor, with no 
> support them. The truth is that Sir John Harvey 





of his 


administration the General Assembly met and transacted their business os 


ich we have 

m 

tsserting the 
There could 


usual. The fundamental laws which they had passed to which we have 
before referred, restraining the powers of the governor, and asserting the 
powers of the Assembly, were passed again as of course. There could 
manitestly be no oppression from this source. The General Assembly or¬ 
dered the building of forts, made the contracts, provided the payments, pro¬ 
vided garrisons and soldiers for the field when necessary, and disbanded 
them when the occasion for their services had ceased.* The Assembly and 
the soldiers were planters and they could be little disposed to oppress them-, 
selves, their families and friends. The only evidence which exists against 
Harvey is the fact of his being deposed, and sent home with commissioners 
to complain of his conduct to the king, but this did not occur until 163.% 
after the extensive grants had boeu made to Lord Baltimore and Qlhcrs, 
which dismembered the colony, and were so displeasing to the planters; and. 
we shall see that aid or connivance in these grants were the proliable 
causes of Harvey’s unpopularity. Burke supports his charge of attempt ltd 
speculation and tyranny, upon the fact that the assembly of 103T, provided 
against ilm raising or expending of money, or levying men without Uia 
consent of the assembly; but this was a mere reenactment of the laws of 
16*23-4, which we have seen, and which were passed undei the popular admin* 
istrationof WyaU, and scorn to have been very justly looked upon by the legis¬ 
lature as fundamental laws.f The saint* remark applies to the provision of 
security for the Burgesses from arrest, — that was provided in the first set of 
laws of which we have anv record. Since Burke has committed such ao 
error, whilst he finds great fault with those who wont before him, it will be 
unnecessary here to notice the wild and unfounded speculations in w hich 
his predecessors indulged.^ 

* l Hen ins HO, 1, 2, 3. 150, 130. 171 . % 5, 7, 9, 180. 202. 

t These frequent repetitions so for from being a special blow at Harvey, was a 
mere matter of course, “ it was customary too to riqxial all former laws at each ses¬ 
sion, and either re-enact them in the very same words of the act repealed, or with 
such amendments as experience might suggest.” Ilening, preface, p. VI. 

t Robertson evidently does not perceive the distinction between taxing the produce 
of the colony upon its arrival in England, which they could not prevent, ana laying 
imxes on them at home to which their legislature never would lend its sanction, or the 
people peaceably submit. He also includes in his censure the popular Yeardley, os 
suppressing those very assemblies which he was the first to establish, and which eulo¬ 
gised him after his death,—He says, “ from the tenor of the king’s commission, as 
well as* from the known spirit of his policy, it is apparent, that he intended to vest 
every power of government, hoth legislative and executive in the governor and coun¬ 
cil, without recourse to the representatives of the people, as possessing a right to enact 
laws for the community, or to impose taxes upon it.” How can this be said of the 
commission referring to the executive authority of the “five fears last past” daring 
which the Assembly had ruled every thingf 


the prod nee 


tuxes on them at hor 
people peaceably sufc 
suppressing those vci 
gised him after his 
well ms* from the km 
every power of govei 
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laws for the commm 
commission referring 
which the Assembly 


its sanetion, or the 


mission, as 
let! to vest 

r and coun. 

rhi to enact 
said of the 
tst” daring 



“ Yeardly and his council, who seem to have been fit imstommenls for carrying 
system of arbitrary rule into execution, did not fail to put such & construction on thf 
words of their commission as was most favorable to their own'jurisdiction. ' paring 
a greater part of Charles’s reign. Virginia Imew no other law than the will of 
ye reign. Statutes were published, and taxes imposed, without once calling the rep*’ 
resentatives of the people to authorize them by their sanction, At the same time that 
the people were bereaved of political rights which they deemed essential to freemen 
and citizens, their private property was violently invaded. A proclamation was is* 


dftoia 

i «i|ii# 


sued, by which under pretexts equally absurd and frivolous, they were 
selling, tobacco to airy person but certain commissioners appointed by 
it on his aceount.” Robertson’s Virginia, p, 107, 8. Agai^i P* 1® 




rovernment 

haughty, tie added insolence to oppression, and neither regarded the sentimenta, liner 
listened to the remonstrances of the people under his command. The colonist®, far 
from the seat of government and overawed by authority derived from a royal, com* 
mission, submitted long to his tyranny and exactions. Their patience was at last ex¬ 
hausted, and in a transport of popular rage they seized their governor *and sent him’a 
prisoner to England, accompanied by two of their number, 11 Ac. To say nothing 
where there is no authority for saying anything, is not only excusable, bot pnd*e>- 
worthy, to give in such cases ingenious conjectures as such may be useful, but to pre* 
sent a tissue of conjectures as facts cannot be excused in any one, and the less In Dr. 
Robertson, as his high character would stamp them with an authority which few oth¬ 
ers-could give. Judge Marshall unfortuuately copies Robertson verbatim, thus show* 
jpg at once that one great mind has been mislead by his standing as a writer, to take 
that as troth which is mot only unfounded, but contradicted by well estab lish ed facts. 
As long as Robertson had Smiih and Stith to guide him, he is very good authority, 
but when he is left by them he is at sea. We will conclude this note by a quotation 
of an opposite character from a judicious and laborious modern writer."" Bancroft, p. 
$15, after asserting that the colony enjoyed during this season, represented ms'ao op¬ 
pressive, an “ independant colonial legislation,” he appends the following note: “as 
an opposite Statement has received the sanetioh, not oi Oldmixon, Chalmers and Ro¬ 
bertson only, but of Marshall and of Story : (Sec Story’s Commentaries, v. I. p. 28, 
f* without the slighest effort to convene a colonial assembly, n J I deem it necessary to 
state that many of the statutes of Virginia, under Harvey'still exist, and that though 
many others are lost, the first volume of Honing’s Statutes at Large proves, beyond a 
question, that assemblies were convened! least as often as follows: 

1030, March, II. v. I. p. 117, 153. ' ** • 

“ April, ibid, 257, 

1632, February, ibid, 153, 177. 

1632, Sept., ibid, 178, *202. 

1633, February, ibid, 202,209. 


complaints which such a system of administration ext 
vigour with which Sir John Harvey, who succeeded 
the colony, enforced every act of power. R&paciow 
ided insolence to oppression, and neither regarded the 
remonstrances of ine neonle under his command. T] 
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“ Juue, ibid, 209. 

imperfect are the early records, it is surprising that so considerable 
t)lished ; The instructions to Sir William Berkeley do not fin*t order 
peak of them as if a thing established. At an adjourned session of 
egislature, the assembly declares “its meeting exceeding customary 
2 e used.”’ Hening, v. I. p. 233. This is a plain declaration, that ai 
e custom and use of Virginia at the time of Berkeley’s arrival, if 


any doubts remain, it would be easy to multiply arguments 
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their chartered rights could 
a more objectionable character soon 
Baltimore, obtained a grant of 
now included in the state of Mar 
commenced a settlement upon it, notwithstanding the value w 

their having actually made settlements within its 
iant Claiborne who had been a member 
secretary of state for Virginia had obtained a license from the 
hi those parts of America, where there was no license,” w 

In pursuance of this authority he had 
self at Kent Island near the city of Annapolis, and seemed by no 
dined tamely to relinquish his possessions. He resisted the encroachments 

by force. This was the first controversy between the whites 
ever took place on the waters of the Chesapeake. Claiborne was iii- 
and found guilty of murder, piracy and -sedition, and to escape 
ishraent be fled to* Virginia. -When the Maryland commissioners 
ed him, Harvey refused to give him up, but sent him to England to be tried. 
It is highly probable that the conduct of Harvey in giving up instead of 
protecting Claiborne, incensed the colony against him, for they clearly 
thought the Maryland charter an infringement of their rights, and they vrerq 
little inclined to submit to imposition from any quarter. Burke himself 
who thinks the colony wished Claiborne to be given up to Maryland, ‘says 
that in the year 1-633 there was a developement of a land speculation: on thdr 
part of the governor, highly injurious to the colony; “It appears that by 
collision with the king’s commissioners, large tracts of land were disposi 
of to absentees, not unfrequcntly kiterferring with the rights of actual set 
tiers, and involving subjects of future litigation. By this proceeding, ’ 

was threatened with dismemberment, and the jnischiefe were ag- 
the conditions of those.gr i, .which exempted the proprietors 
rom the payment of quit rents. Property conveyfli with such absolute and 
unqualified formalities, seemed to give the proprietors the rights of sovereign 

of the gnarded restraints of a fcedal tenure; am' 
abundant source of litigation was laid up for posterity by establish in 

period within the bosom of the colony.” Surely this 

sufficient cause for dissatisfaction, and renders it unne 
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many difficulties suddenly wrested*from 
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a grant of a vast territory, with all its broad waters, magnificent forest*, 
lofty mountains and fertile plains,—a mighty empire worthy of the people 
r ho had strived so hard to win it. But now the whole south was cut off 
t, one blow; the jurisdiction of the upper portion of their own beautiful lay 
rhich they actually occupied, was torn from them, their territory mas se- 
ered into two portions by the intrusion of a new power into its centre, anil 
ic hardy citizens who had won the country and established the blessings 
f a free government, were to bend the knee in feudal vassalage, or surren- 
er their homes and possessions to their new lords, who never struck a 
low in the acquisition of their vast estates. Virginia sent a remonstrance 
i the name of all her planters, against the grant of Maryland; and tie 
rivy council unable to deny the manifest justice of their representations, 
ut unwilling to offend the king by a decision against the validity of lord 


centre, and 
le blessings 


dcr their 


• n •. 




nt, decided that lie might retain it, and the Vi 


• • 



have 


their remedy at law. The law at that time in the king’s courts, in cast’s i a 
which he was concerned being the king’s will; the Virginians declined entering 
the tribunal, and making a virtue of necessity, entered into a treaty of com¬ 
merce and amity with their new neighbor. 

• The account which we have of the trial of Harvey is extremely meagre, 
detailing neither the accusations or the evidence, but only the fact The 
manner of proceeding however, as it appears on the record, is ns little like 
that of an enslaved people as it is like a “ transport of popular rage and in¬ 
dignation/* The whole matter seems to have been conducted with calm de¬ 
liberation, a* a free people acting upon the conduct of an unworthy servant. 
The first entry upon the subject runs thus :—“an Assembly to be called to 
receive complaints against Sir John Harvey, on the petition of many inhab¬ 
itants, to meet 7th of May.” Could as much' coolness, deliberation and 
publicity be given to action against a tyrant who had already trodden liber¬ 
ty under foot, or is a transport of popular rage so slow in action 7 The 
inext entry upon this subject is the following: — “ on the 28th of April 1635, 
Sir John ltdrvci/ thrust out of his government, and Captain John West 
acts as governor, till the king’s pleasure known.’** It appears from another 
ancient recordf that before the assembly met which was to have heard 
complaints against Harvey, he agreed in council to go to England to an¬ 
swer them, and upon that West was elected governor 

How long West governed is uncertain, but it appears by a paper among 
the records that Harvey was governor again in January 1636. lit appears 
that Charles regarded the conduct of the colony as an unwarrantable piece 
of insolence little short of treason, and would not even hear them least the 
spetacle of so noble an example might inflame the growing discontents 
in his own kingdom, which finally rose to such a pitch as not only to fak* 
the same unwarrantable liberty of deposing him, but even laid violent Hand? 
upon his sacred person. He accordingly sent the commissioners hoir.< 
with their grievances untold, and rvey was re-instated in bis powei 
without undergoing even a trial. The conduct of the colony appears t< 
have been a salutary lesson to him; and he probably feared that for th< 
next offence they would take justice into their own hands; for we hear m 
complaints of him during his administration, which expired in Novemhc 
1639. Sir Francis Wyatt succeeded him. 
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assembly which was held after the return 
which from the inattention of historians 
received universal reprobation, but 
be found to be marked with great 
soundest policy. 

The act declares that, “tobacco by reason of excessive quantities n 

, that the planters could not subsist by it, or be enabled 
commodities or pay their debts: the relore it was tnoctcd 

year.be viewed by sworn viewers, and the rotten and unmer¬ 
chantable, and half the good to be burned. So the whole quantity ro%io 
would come to 1,500,000 lbs. without stripping and smoothing; and the next 
two years 170 pounds tobacco per poll, stript and smoothed, was to be made, 
which would make in the whole about 1,300,000 lbs. and all creditors ware to 
take 40 lbs. for a hundred.” By a second act it was declared that, “no man 
should be obliged to perform above half his covenants about freighting to¬ 
bacco in 1639.” Nothing could he more absurd than such acts at the pre¬ 
sent day, and hence they have been pronounced absurd at ,tlwl time. But 
fetus look to the circumstances. Except the little tobacco made in the 
Sorner Isles, Virginia at that time had the monopoly of the English market- 
The taste for tobacco was new, existed with few and could not he suddenly 
extended; consequently the eor*sumption could not he increased in propor¬ 
tion to the increase of supply, but those who used it would obtain it at a 
.price proportionably less. Thus a superabundant supply -so glutted the 
market as to reduce the article to a price ruinous to the planters On Jthe 
other hand with those who had acquired a taste for tobacco, it was nearly 
indispensable, and if leas than a usual c^op was made the demand enhanced 
the value of the remainder beyond that of the full lurap. hence the 
of burning half of the good tobacco- This seems to have been perceiv 
and we. have, seen no fault found with the first portion of the ait 

forcing creditors to take Imc than their full dues, has been pro¬ 
nounced flagrantly unjust. But if this had not been done what would have 
been the condition of the planter l If he had made a 

urniiig and his creditor would deprive him o 
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have brought it. 
inf vessels came 
became on that 


to every man and an article of universal da-ire as money 


is in other countries, and hence the standard oi value ana circulating 
medium of the colony. We find when money first began to be introduced, 
ail! the keeping accounts in tobacco was inconvenient to the foreign mer¬ 
chants who came to trade, an act was passed with the following preamble 

-.“ Whereas it hath been the usual custom of turns and others deal* 

ing intermutually in this colony, to make all baTgalna, contracts, and to keep 


and circulatin 


medium of 
mi the keet 


all accounts in tobacco, and not in money, 11 Ac. ‘It then goes on to enact 
that in future they should be kupt in money, and that in all pleas and ac¬ 
tions the value should be represented in money. This waa in 1633.* 
But it was found so inconvenient to represent value by an arbitrary stand¬ 
ard, the representative of which did not exist in the colony, that another 
let was passed in January 1641, declaring that,— H Whereas many and 
I ‘cat inconveniences do daily arise by dealing for money, Be it enacted and 
confirmed by the authority of this present Grand Assembly, that all money 
debts made since’the 26th day of March, 1642, or which hereafter shall be 
tirade, shall not be pleadable or recoverable in any court of justice under this 
jrernment ”t An exception was afterwards made in 1642-3, in fkuir of 
aebts contracted for horses or sheep.J but money debts generally were not 
even made recoverable again until 1656.) We thus see that tobacco waa 
the currency, and an excess as injurious as ®n over issue of honk paper, 
depreciating itself in the market, or in common parlance causing, every 
thing" to rise. We see moreover the cause of the excessive care taken in 
burning had tobacco, since that was as important to the uniformity of their 
Currency as' the exclusion of counterfeits' -in a money currency. All the 
viewings, censorships, inspections, ■ regulations of the amount to be culti¬ 
vated by each planter, each hand, —the quantity to be gathered from each 
pliant,—the regulations prescribed as to curing it,—are to be regarded more 
As mint regulations than as regulations of agricultural industry. Indeed 
we find the attempt to sell or pay tobacco is made a crime precisely 
as it is now to sell or pa counterfoil money.f This act of AssemblyAben 
allowed debtors to discharge themselves by paying half their dents im 
Mount, did in effect make them pay all in value , and’can by no means 
^ compared to the acts of states or princes in debasing the-coin and allow¬ 
ing if to retain its old nominal value, or by introducing valueless paper 
money; fn these cases, the debt is paid nominally or in words but not in 
value, whereas in Virginia it was not paid nominally as it had been con* 
iructed for so many pounds of tobacco, but it was paid in fewer pounds 
rendered of greater actual value than the debt would have amounted to i 
"'paid in pounds before the burning of half the quantity made.T 
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• Wyatt remained governor only for one year and a few months, when he 
was succeeded by Sir William Berkeley, Historians who have not been 
aware of the intermediate administration of Wyatt, and have heard e© conptc- 

to deck his character in the gayest colors, 
in contrast to the Mmk character which they have drawn of Hrm y. There 
can be no doubt that he was esteemed an accomplished mndchlvalric gentle* 
man; but his accession brought no increase of politic®' 

Bin, and his commission did not differ from those of 
the contrary the instructions which he brought, so far from 

new, severe, and unwarrantable restrictions 
erty of trade; England claiming that monopoly of .colonial 
which was ultimately enforced by -the navigation act, and w ' * 

of contention, until all differences were ~ 







new 





Berkeley arrived in February, 1642; an assembly met in March, and 
soon after passed a solemn protest against a petition which Sir George 8#% 
i had presented to Parliament for the restoration of the company. This 




3 company \ 

happiness secured to them by their present form of government, with 
annual assemblies and trial by jury; the feet that a restitution of the no war 



of the company would be an admission of the illegaJity of the kings 
thority and a consequent nullification of the grants and commissions issued 
by him; and the impossibility of men, however wise, at such a distance and 
unacquainted with the climate <?r condition of the country, to govern the 
colony as well as it could be governed by their own Grand Assembly.! 
The king in reply to this declared his purpose not to change a Infra of go¬ 
vernment in which they received so much content and satisfaction. 

Other important matters were settled at this legislature. A tax for the 
of the governor was abolished. The punishment by condemnation 
to temporary service was abolished, which had existed ever since the .fop fi¬ 
liation of the colony; and this proipgM%i% Jiber^. was- considered a* so 
important to the Assembly that they declared it w#* to be considered as.-a 
record by the inhabitants of their \ >rt bright as Englishmen, and that .the 
oppression of the late company was quite extinguished The governor 
probably received some benefit from.ll wm considerations, for fa® is p ypdi 

his assent to. an act in which b® -preferred the public freedom .to 

A nearer approach -was made to the laws him! cus- 
in proceedings of. court* and trials of causes. Better re- 
irescribed for discussing and deciding fend titles. The 
ies were more accurately marked 
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but that their late consultation 
the colony and their posterity.” 
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parliament in England, 
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this opportunity to “establish thei? 
estates often before assaulted 
corporation; and to prevent the ftiture 
poiizers, contractors, and preemptors, ever usurping the benefit 
bors: and thev apprehended that no time could oe misspent, or 

firm peace to themselves and posterity, 
ease to themselves from taxes and impositions, 
the fruits of, their endeavors.” 

had been driven back, and weakened by a perpetual succes- 
from the time of the great massacre until the year 1644. 
alter years of this period we have little account of their pro¬ 
ceedings, but the rapid increase of the settlements had driven them front the 
rich borders of the rivers in the lower country higher into the interior, and 
new grants were every day driving them still further from the homes 
their fathers. This incessant warfare, whilst it weakened them tiis a na- 




llfii ^ on ’ had i ncrease d their cunning and skill in partisan warfare. Ope- 
' ' " chancanough, though now so old that he had to be-carried in a fitter, 

and so feeble that lie could not raise his eyelids without assistance, still re¬ 
tained sufficient strength of mind to embody a combination of the various 
tribes under his control, and make a sudden and violent attack upon many 
of the frontier settlements at once. Little is known of the circumstances 
attending this second great massacre. 'An act of Assembly of 1645, mak¬ 
ing the eighteenth day of April a holyday and day of thanksgiving, for 
escape from the Indians, marks the period of the massacre. Other evidence 
makes the number of their victims three hundred.* The precautions which 
the whites bad been taught to take by the previous massacre, in trading with 
them only at particular places, in always going armed, in never admitting 
them to the same familiarity, effectually prevented them, with all their cau¬ 
tion in approach, and violence of attack, from committing as 
as they had upon the former occasion. The whites do not 
been stricken with a panic now as formerly, but quickly sallied 
assailants, and drove them back so rapidly that their venerable 

to be deserted by his attendants, and was taken 
the head of a squadron of light cavalry. He was 
Jamestown, and manifested in his imprisonment the same 

ways distinguished him. He preserved a 

indifference to the passing scenes, 
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un took possession oi ms 
And in the following year a treaty 
eluded with the Indians, by which Necotowance, 

, acknowledged that he held his 
agreed that his successors should be appointed or 
king’s governor; on the other hand the Assembly on be- 
colony, undertook to protect him against rebels and all enemies 

whatsoever. In this treaty the Indians were permitted to dwell on 
side of York river; but ceded to the whites all the country from me tails 

of* the James and York to the bay, forever; and any Indian coming 
that territory was to suffer death unless he bore the badge of a messenger. 
Tina Indians were also to surrender all prisoners, negroes, and arms taken. 
Other articles were added prescribing the form of intercourse.t Thus 
were the Aborigines at length finally excluded from their father-land, leav- 
_ no monument of their having existed, save the names of the waters and 
mountains, and the barrows containing the ashes of their ancestors.}: 

Thus the colony of Virginia acquired the management of all its con¬ 
cerns; war 'was levied, and peace concluded, and territory acquired, in con¬ 
formity to the acts of the representatives of the people; whilst the people 
of the mother country, had just acquired these privileges after a long and 
bloody conflict with their former sovereign. Possessed of security 
quiet, abundance of land, a free market for their staple, and practically, nil 
the rights of an independent state, having England for its guardian against 

foreign oppression, rather than its rutatthe colonists enjoyed till the pro#. 

rgin soil, equal laws, and general uniformity of eoridi- 
could bestow. Their numbers increased; the cottages 
children, as the ports were with ships and emigrants. 

:, there were trading in Virginia, ten ships from 
, twelve Hollanders, and seven from New 
colonists was already twenty thousand; and 
were not tempted to engage in the 

They were attached to 

d monarchy, but because they cherisi d the -lib¬ 
el left them in the undisturbed nosst ion: and 







m 


t Hen mg, 

11 know of 
settle—I think 
draining of 
found all over 
to all; but on 
Notes on Va.. 




p. 3*23, 326. 

such thing existing as an Indian monument—of 
is no remain as respectable as would 
unless indeed it would be the barrows, 
country.—That they were repositories 
particular occasion constructed, was a 



the large 
ditch. foi tne 
are to be 
been obvious 
Jefferson's 



The loyally of the Virginians did not escape the attention of the royal 

I e 1650 ex ^®J ^ om k * 8 retreat in Breda he transmitted to Berkeley a 
* ' new commission, and Charles the Second, a fugitive from Eng¬ 

land, was still the sovereign of Virginia.f 

But the Parliament did not long permit its authority to he denied. H**. 

Jng, by the vigorous energy and fearless enthusiasm of republicanism, (Liirii. 

umphed over all its enemies in Europe, it turned its attention to the colo¬ 
nies; and a memorable ordinance at oooe empowered the council of stale 
to reduce the rebellious colonies to obeclieijoe, and at the same time, estab¬ 
lished it at a law, that foreign ships should not trade at pay of the parts 
“in Barbadoes, Antigua, Bermudas and Virginia.” Thus giving the firH 
example of that wholesale blockade afterwarda rendered so notorious by the 
celebrated orders in council during the wars of the French revolution. 
Maryland, which was not expressly Included in the ordinance, had taken 
care to acknowledge the new order of things; and Massachusetts, like 
unwilling to encounter the hostility of parliament, and jealous of the 'rights 
of independent legislation, by its own enactment, prohibited all intetcoune 
with Virginia till the supremacy of the commonwealth should be eetabl»)i- 
ed; although the order, when it was found to be injurious to commerce, was 
promptly repealed, even while royalty still flourished, at Jamestown.^ 

4 powerful fleet with a considerable body of land forces on board, sent 
pul to tiring the colonies to submission, having subdued 11 »e» mnd 

Antigua, cast anchor before James Town. Sir William Berkeley and his 
|iardy colonists had not been inactive,- the growing strength of the colony 
Iliad recently been increased by the acquisition of many veteran cavaliers 
from the king's army, and it now presented no comtemptible force. Seve¬ 
ral Dutch ships which were lying in the river, and which as trading con¬ 
trary to the prohibition of Parliament, were armed to provide against sur¬ 
prise by the commonwealth’s fleets, were also pressed into service. This 
show of resistance induced the commissioners of Parliament to hesitate, 
before they attempted to reduce the colony to obedience by force; anti to 
offer them fair and honorable terms of submission. The terms offemhtot¬ 
ing such as completely satisfied the Virginians that their freedom was to 
be preserved inviolate, and their present happy constitution guaranteed. 
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warfare. It appears that they never anticipated anything 
preservation of their own liberties from' wanton violation 
nd untried power which now held the reins of government 
id could scarcely have teen mad enough to hop# to effect 
ible to the king by their resistance J 




* Hening, V. I, p. 359-60. Act 1. 
t Bancroft, V. I, 225-6. 
t Bancroft, V. I, p. 226-7. 

11 We have differed from Bancroft upon this subject, who $a' r s, p. 940. “No sooner 
had the Guinea frigate anchored in the waters of the Chesapeake, than ‘alt thoughts 
of resistance were laid aside/ [Clarendon, B. XIII. p. 466, 467.J and the colonists 
having no motive to contend for a monarch, whose fortunes itemed ir ret reliable, 
were earnest only to assert the freedom of their own institutions.” . There cm mm 
doubt but Burke, vol. II. p. 82, drew largelv upon his imagination for the brilliant 
colors in which he paints Berkeley’s attitude of resistance, the outline of the picture 
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the articles of ear render are concluded between the commissioners of 
the commonwealth* and the council of state, and Grand Assembly of Vir¬ 
ginia ; as equal treating with equal. It secures :— 

1st That this should be considered a voluntary act, not forced or con¬ 
strained by a conquest upon the country; and that the colonists should have 
and enjoy such freedoms and privileges as belong to the freeborn people of 
England. 

2dly. That the Grand Assembly as formerly should convene and trans¬ 
act the affairs of Virginia; doing npthing contrary to the government of 
the commonwealth or laws of England : 

. 3dly. - Thai there should be a full and total remission of all acts, words 
or writings again3t the Parliament: 

- 4lhly. That Virginia should have her ancient bounds and limits granted 
by the charters of the former kings, and that a new charter was to to 
sought from Parliament to that effect, against such as had trespassed upon 
their ancient rights;-—[This clause would seem to be aimed at some of the 
neighboring colonies.] 

6thly. That all patents of land under the seal of the colony, granted by 
the governor, should remain in full force : 

Gthly. That the privilege of fifty acres of land tor every person emi¬ 
grating to the colony should remain in full force : 

7tilly, That the people of Virginia have free trade, as the people of Eng- 
Jisnd eqjoy with all places and nations, according to the laws of the como- 
jnomvealth* and that Virginia should enjoy, equal privileges in every respect 
with any other colony in America : 

8thJy. That Virginia should be free from all taxes, customs and imposi- 
tioiis whatsoever, and that none .should be imposed upon them without the 
consent of their Grand Assembly. And no forts or castle be erected, os 
garrisons maintained without their consent : 

9thly. That no charge should be required from the country on account 
of the expense incurred in the present fleet ; 

• lOthly* That this agreement should be tendered to all persons* and that 
such a* should refuse to subscribe toil |hould have a years time to remove 
4h elves and effects from . Virginia, and in tho Meantime enjoy equal jus- 
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The remaining articles were of less importance. This was fo 
a supplemental treaty, for the benefit of- the governor and council, 
soldiers as had served against the commonwealth, in England; 

If this was a conquest,—happy would it be for most colonies ' 
.ouered; every privilege was •©cured which could possibly be i 
ilte liberties of the colon v were established more thoroughly than 
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I in his ancient records. The authority upon which we rest IS 1 the 
itself (Henin, , p. 367.) issued by the Parliamentary commissionere, 
that having brought a fleet ana force before JamefrCittie in Vir- 
iat colony under the obedience of the commonwealth of England, 
raised by the governor and country to make opposition agaiiast the 
ry assured danger appearing of the ruin and destruction of the 
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All matters were thus happily and amicably c 

wag too loyal a subject to be wil 

___ _ ■ 4 W 

Richard Bennett, one of the commissioners was 
nor. A council was also elected with powers to act 
instructions they should receive from the Parliament, 

England, and the Acts of Assembly, and such other powers as the Assem¬ 
bly should think proper from time to time to give them. ' It was declared 
at the same session that it was best that officers should be elected by the 
Burgesses, “the representatives of the people;” and after discussion "upon 
the propriety of allowing the governor and council to be members of the 
Assembly, it was determined that they might, by taking the same oath 
which was taken by the Burgesses. The Assembly thus having no writ¬ 
ten constitution as their guide, look upon themselves the office of a con¬ 
vention of the people, and granted or resumed powers as it might seem best 
for the good of the country. 

The whites and the remnants of the neighboring Indian tribes continued 
to be upon good terms, and (he- latter were kindly and humanely treated by 
the guardian care of the Assembly. A slight irruption of the Rappahan- 
ioo ks, seems to have been soon terminated. Bui a new scene in the'his¬ 
tory of the colony now presented itself. The Rocha bee ria ns, a fierce'and 
warlike tribe came down from the mountains and took tip a strong jibs it inn 
pn the falls of James river, with six or seven hundred warriors. This ox- 

1 " ™ i ■ ■ w 

cited no little uneasiness, as it had been very difficult to extirpate 
dians who had formerly possessed I lie spot. The first expedition 
them failed,.a new one was prepared and the subject Indians being called 
.upon for aid furnished a hundred warriors, most of whom with their chid 
Totopotomoi, fell fighting gallantly. * 

When Bennett retired from office, and the Assembly elected E4>vaid*|^j^vr 
I jg -5 his successor. The commissioners uf the coinmonwTalii 
f ' ' ' had little to do with control!tig the destinies of 
but were engaged in settling the uflairs and adjusting the boundaries i*i 
Mar 

The Assembly reciting the articles of Agreement with 
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ordinary business; making however one important 
tut ion, which was to require that all propositions 
committee should be first discussed by the House < 
before the admission of the governor and council. 

sent a message 

then to dissolve the Assembly, and requiring the 
Burgesses. To this the Assembly returned for 

andeivithout precedent, and requested a revocation 

their business. The house then 
member who should depart should be censured as 

country; and that the remainder 
intents and purposes as an entire house; 
should sign nothing without the consent of a majority of the House, and 
the members should take an oath not to disclose the acts or debates of 
body. The governor replied to the communication from the house, 
that he was willing that the house would conclude its business speedily, 
and refer the dispute as to the legality of his power to dissolve, to the de¬ 
cision of the Lord Protector. The House unanimously decided this 
answer to be unsatisfactory; expressed an earnest desire that public busi¬ 
ness might be soon despatched, and requested the governor ana counci 
declare the house undissolved, in order that a speedy period might be 
to public affairs. In reply to this the governor and council revoked 
order of dissolution upon their promise of a speedy conclusion, and 
referred the matter of disputed right to the Lord Protector. The House 
still unsatisfied with this answer appointed a committee to draw up a report 
in vindication of the conduct of the Assembly and in support of its power. 
In the report the Burgesses declare that they have in themselves fall 
power of election and appointment of all officers in the country, until they 
should have an order to the contrary from the supreme power in England ; 
that the house of Burgesses, the representatives of the people, were not 
dissolvable by any power yet extant in Virginia, except their own; that 
the former election of governor and council was null, and that in future 
no one should be admitted a councillor unless he was nominated, appointed 
smd confirmed by the house of Burgesses. 

They then directed an order to the sheriff of James City 
was their sergeant at-arnis, that he should execute no warrant, precept of 
command directed to him by any other power or person than the Speaker 

They then ordered that “as the supreme power of the 
had been declared resident in ihe 
state should be required to deliver up the public recor 
Speaker. An oath was prescribed for the governor 
aiid the sime 
were all 
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colony of Virginia without a governor, about 
time that the resignation of Richard Cromwell 
without a head. In this emergency 
late frequent distractions in England preventing 
eneraliy confe :that the supreme power ef the 
vestleJin the Aaitmbiy, and that all writs shJplcI issue in 
such a command and commission should come firtM Eng- 






by the Assembly be adjudged lawful.* 
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,.During the- suspension of the royal government hr England, Virginia 
attained unlimited liberty of commerce, whieh they regulated by indapen- 
.dent laws. The ordinance of 1650 was rendered' void by the act of capita- 

(he navigation act of Cromwell was not .designed' for her oppres¬ 
sion, find was not enforced within her borders. Only one confiscation ap- 
pears to have taken place, and that was ■entirely by the authority of the 
Grand Assembly. The war between England and Holland -necemsarilf 
interrupted the intercourse of the Dutch with the English colonies' but if 
after the treaty of peace the trade was -considered contraband, the English 
restrictions were entirely disregarded Commissioners were seat to. Ijiciig- 

¥1:195 : ® anc * to UD dec«ive Grom well with regard to the course Virginia-bad 
■ * taken with reference to the boundary, of Maryland, with Tegard to 
which her had been misinformed; and to present a remonstrance demand¬ 
ing unlimited freedom of trade; which it appears was not refused, Jor some 
months before the Protector’s death, the Virginians invited the- M Dutch 
and all, foreigners” to trade with them on payment of no higher .duty, 'than 
that which was levied on such English-vessels, os were bound fora iM«ign 
port Proposals of peacea^d emaamdree between New-Netherlands and 

dive colonial governments; 


ginia were discussed without scruple by th© respecliv 
and at last a special statute of Virginia extended to 


ewry 


1660 . 


nation, 

with England, a promise of liberty of trade and equal justice.t 
restoration, Virginia enjoyed freedom of commerce with 
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first state in the world, composed of separate I#wn- 
an extensive surface, where the government was organ- 
principle of universal suffrage. All freemen, without 
were entitled to vote. The right of suffrage was ope<? 
it was soon after determined to be “hardand unagree* 
reason, that any person shall pay equal taxes and yet Imre 
election;” and the electoral franchise was restored to all 
when the time of their bondage was completed, at once 
; and might .be c hosen burgesses. Thus Virginia esfob- 
soil the supremacy of the popular branch, the freedom of 
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trade, the Independence of religious -societies, the security from foreigii 
taxation, ana the universal elective franchise. If in* -the following years 
S'lKi dsp rtea from either of these principles, and yielded.* reluctant con - 
8601 to change, it was from the influence of foreign authority. Virginia hfd 
herself established a nearly independent democracy. Prosperity advanced 
mkh freedom; dreams of new staples and infinite wealth were indulged; 
while the population of Virginia at-the epoch of the restoration may mm 
®hout thnty thousand. Many of the recent emigrants had been royal- 
ists in .England, good officers in the war, men of education, of property, 
and of condition. But the waters of the Atlantic divided‘.them-from r tile 
"political strifes of Europe; their industry wa» employed in making the 
IpBslt; advantage of their plantations; the interests and liberties of Virginia, 
the land which they adopted as their country, were dearer to them than the 
monarchical principles, which they had espoused in England-;-and there- 
fore no latterneas could-exist between the partizans of the Stusrts and the 
friends of republican liberty. Virginia had long been the home of its in¬ 
habitants—“Among many other blessings,” said their statute book, “God 
Almighty hath vouchsafed increase of children to this coftmy; whd-'afe 
now multiplied to a considerable number ” and the huts ki the wildeine 8 
were as full as the bird’s nests of the woods. r **. 

The genial climate and transparent atmosphere delighted those, who hud 
come from the denser air of England. Every object. in nature was new 
and wonderful. 

The hospitality of the Virginians became proverbial. -Labor w&s valu- 
able; land was cheap; competence promptly followed industry. There 
was no need of m scramble; abundance gushed from the earth fox all. The 
morasses were alive with water-fowl; -the forests were nimble with game, 
the woods rustled with covies of quail and wild turkiea, while they sung 
with the merry notes of the singing birdq; and hogs a wanning like vermin, 
ran at large in troops. It was “ the beat poor man’s country in the world ” 
“If a happy peace-be settled in poor England,” it had been said.“then they 
in -Virginia shall be as happy a pcopl* as any under heaven/’ . But plenty 
encour g d indolence. No cbmes^vzMmufoctureswere established; every 
thing was imported from England*. * T wMikMmmA of industry, for the 
purpose of exchanges, was tobacco planting; and-the-spirit of invention-was 
enfeebled by the uniformity of pursuit** 


herself 
with ft 


ists in 
find of 


3istor? of the United Stales, vol. I. p. 246,262. In i 
ior, whose work h m not yet progressed beyond tl 
apology for borrowing in tkfe chapter m o*kpe rteps 





than was ilfiilr. But 



apology for using ms copious references, and even bis language when we find it pre¬ 
cisely applicable to our purpose, expressed as it is with more ease and beauty than we 
could ever attain whatever time s rht be at our disposal. The use we make of M« 
work, whilst it will be a great benefit to our readers, cannot be an injury to him, 'hut 
may be a service in making his work known to many who would not otherwise be 


Robertson's posthumous chapters on Virginia. Our haste must be oar t.::^lc=p also 

for. flie use of a review of the early legislation of Virginia rora the preface 
ing’s Statutes at Large, which we give below. It presents a connected view of seve¬ 
ral matters of legislation which we had not time to interweave into the text; our com¬ 
ments upon others, and our reasons for differing from the generally recall i >inioti 
of their impropriety are given in the text. 
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NOTE A. 






See p. 585.—From the settlement ol' the colony to the death of Charles L aai the 
mencemcnt of the commonwealth thereupon, an uniformity to-the doclritt« and #i»s 
cipline of the church of England was strictly enjoined: all non-conformists were cciiiir 

, with all convenience; popish recusants were disabled from 
cir priests not suffered to remain more than five days in the 
country. f)uring the commonwealth, the affairs of the church wen left to thie discre¬ 
tion of the parishioners, but no sooner did the Clunkers, who had fled from the 
cations in England, arrive on our shores than they were met by the terrors at* 

11 for suppressing them;* masters of vessels were subjected to ft penalty of oug handrail 

for cacti Clunker brought into the colony; all Quakers were impriaua- 
or mainprize, till they found sufficient security to depart the ecdooyt 
returning they were directed to be proceeded against as contemners of the laws 
and magistracy, and punished accordingly; and if they should come in m third time 
they were to be prosecuted as felons. All persons were prohibited, under the peaalty 
of one hundred pounds sterling, from entertaining them, or permitting their taca* 
biles in or near their houses; and no person was permitted to dispose of, or publish, 
any books or pamphlets containing the tenets of their religion. 

ft is worthy of observation that a similar principle to that which has obtained ill 
Kentucky with respect to compensation for improvements made upon lands by one 
man, the title of which appeared, (rum investigation, to be in another, existed in tin lav 
of Virginia, so long ago as the year 1643. And as this law has never before been 
published, we can only account for the coincidence, by supposing that mankind, in 
every age, placed in similar situations, will generally pursue the same course. The 
act: after reciting that many suits had been commenced, founded on controversies re- 
latfhg to land, “ to the great trouble and molestation of the whole colony,” goes on to 
declare, that if any man should settle on a tract of land, which, on a just survey 
should prove to be the property of another, a valuable consideration should be allowed 
by the judgment of twelve men upon oath, to the first who seated it, for clearing and 
Improving it; but if the charge should amount to more than the real owner was wil¬ 
ling to give, the person in possession was bound to keep the land, and pay the i 
what it should be judged by twelve men to be Worth, “ before the seating thereof ; 
of course, without regard to the improvements. An exception was made in favor _ 
orphans; and afterwards a further proviso, that an allowance for “ building’and eleaur- 
iii|§ 1 should not be made to those who had “ lawful warning” of a prior right. About 
th« name period (1643) the assembly passed an net directing that all process 
debtors lately arrived from England (except where the debts were contracted for 

ind, or for the accommodation of planters returning to (litis 


owner 
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mg reasons which fully satisfied the minds of the legislature as to the policy ana even 

justice of the measure. These laws had an obvious tendency to increase the popula¬ 
tion. and promote the improvement of the rountry; by rendering the persons of man y 

of the inhabitants free from restraint, and by securing to every" man the fruits of Hi 
labor. 

The culture of tobacco seems to have been a favorite object with the first settlers, 
and was the only staple commodity to which they could be induced to turn their ni¬ 
tration. In order to improve its quality varintis laws were passed limiting the nmm- . 

her of plants to be cultivated by each hand, and the leaves to be gathered, from a 

Other details in the process of making it, were also prescribed by the leg id a- 
in.sure a just compensation for the labor of the planter, the price at which 
sold was fixed by the assembly, at different times. The first idea of i * a 
^F* 4 ^**^ tobacco is contained in an act passed in 1630, Ik* fore anv warehouses were 

The process was very simple, and the penalty for offering unmerchanU 

♦It Will be seen bv reference to the preamble of this net. that then* were ii|i [ [i | 

vnreason* 

. ■ -—- - — - - —- f \%io-ni;«»i mV %,.i ■Jiirsirv to the lim 

®° “ttvly gather tcigether vnto them vnlaw'll Assemblies and congregations of peonl< 
Icaciung and pnuiishing, lies, miracles, foist* visions, prophecies and doctrines, wbicft 
Iim/ire influence vpon the comunilics of men l»oih ccclcsiasticall and civil eudeavourins 
and attempting thereby t», destroy religion, lawes, comunitics and all bonds of civi! 
■oc:i«?tie, leavemg it arbilrarie to everic vaine ami vilfous person whether men shaf 

we8 cSta blished, offenders punished, and Governours rule, hereby disturbills 
# jSr ff ifjost interest, to prevent and restraine which mfochieffc, Jt £ 









able tobacco in payment 


severe. If a 



equally s 

any bad tobacco, the commander of the plantation (an officer who united with th 
powers of a 
with two or t 



offered to pay away, or barter 

, the supreme military command'of the settlement^ 
were directed to view it, and if found of bad quality*, 
to cause it to be burnt; and the owner was prohibited from planting any more tobacco 
unlit authorized by the General Assembly. At the next session the law was amended 
«o as to make it the duty of the commander to issue his order either verbally or in 
writing to two 14 sufficient men” to view the tobacco, who were, in like manner, tQ 
burn it, if of bad quality. The same law was re-enacted in the revisal 


1633, warehouses (then’called storehouses) were established, and the inspectors were 
to be composed of that member of the king’s council, whose residence was nearest any 

commissioners of the several plantations, as assistants 




To prevent the recurrence of a scarcity of com, which had been 

master of a family was compelled to plant and sufficiently tend, two 
acres’ll head, for each laboring person in his family ; and as an encouragement to cul¬ 
tivate that article, ihe price was not to be limited, but every planter might sell it as dear 
as he could. Nor does it appear that the legislature ever interfered with the exportation 


sun 



corn, or restricted the price, except in'times of pressing want. In the year 1630, 
! contents pf a barrel of corn were fixed at Jive bushels, Winchester measure, ana 
has so continued to the present day. 

Various and severe laws were very early enacted against forestalling and ingress? 
ing imported articles, but their ineflicacy having boon exjieriencqd, they were all re¬ 
pealed and a free trade allowed. 

The administration of justice, in Virginia, was originally extremely cheap, and 
e in its details. Commanders of plantations held "monthly courts for the trial of 
actions, not exceeding the value of one hundred pounds of tobacco, and (or the 
unishment of petty offences, reserving the right of appeal to the quarter court held 
y the governor and council, which possessed the supreme judicial power, under tlie 
different charters, and had original jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever. Commis¬ 
sioners of monthly courts succeeded to commanders of plantations, with the like juris¬ 
diction in civil cases; which was afterwards extended to five pounds sterling. The 
jurisdiction of the court was further extended to sixteen hundred pounds of tobacco, 
and they were to be called county instead of monthly courts; and that of a single ma¬ 
gistrate was filial as far as twenty shillings sterling. In consequence of the great di*r 
lance of many of the counties from James City, where the quarter courts were heWL 
jurisdiction was finally given to the county courts, in all cases of law* and equity, and 
the trial by jury secured to those who desired it. The decision of the county court 
first, final as far as sixteen hundred pounds of tobacco, and for all sums above 
appeal was allowed to the quarter court, and from thence to the assembly % 
which afterwards hod jurisdiction of appeals in all cases, of whatever amount. Bc r 
sides the general jurisdiction of the county and quarter courts, special provision waa 
node for certain counties and settlements wh&re it wa$ considered too inconvenient 
to lip.people to attend at the usual place of holding courts. The'lending principle 
seems to have been to carry justice to Ike doors of the inhabitants. Thus, the county 
court of Northampton, “ on account o f its remoteness from James Oily," had final juris¬ 
diction as far as three thousand two hundred pounds «f tobacco; one commissioner on 
the South aide of the river in James City county, was vested with the powers of. a 
county court; the inhabitants of Appainattock or Bristol parish, were also authorised 
to hojd courts, with the right of anneal to Henrico or Charles City 
Two courts were permitted to be held in Northampton; two in Isle o 
in Charles City. As the population of the county increased, and new counties were 
formed, these special courts were abolished. 

In the year 16-13, the first act passed for regulating lawyers; though they had cer¬ 
tainly' 'attended the several courts before that period. By the first law on the subject,- 
no attorney was permitted to plead, without a license; which was gran table by the 
court in which he practised ; nor could aiyaHoriiey have a license from more courts 
than the quarter, and one county court,—Their fees were twenty pounds-of tolmcco; 
in the cooaty, and fifty pounds in the quarter court: and no attorney could refuse to 
be retained unless employed on the other side. In 1645, all mercenary aAroraies were 
expelled from, office; In 1647, that act was amended by adding a clause to it declaring 
that no attomies should take any fees; and if the court should perceive that either par¬ 
ty, % his weakness, was likely to lose his cause, they themselves should either open 
the case or u appoint some fit man out of the people ’ to plead the cmw, mm! allow 
him a 'reasonable compensation : no other attornies were atlmitted. In lfifiU, the act 
prohibiting attomies was repealed ; the governor and council were authorised to li¬ 
cense them for the quarter courts, and the commissioners for the county conns, anil 
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courts were, at one time,'appointed by the governor, but after¬ 
wards by the courts themselves. Commissioners of county courts, (the same ms no¬ 
tices of the peace) were formerly appointed by the governor, afterwards by act or as* 
sembly ; but at the commencement of the commonwealth they were appointed y the 
house of burgesses; afterwards they were recommended by their courts, and commis¬ 
sioned by the governor and council, and finally (heir appointment was confirmed % 
the assembly. During the same period the county courts recommended tkrm or mare 
to the governor and council, out of which they made a selection for sheriffs, who were 
to continue in office for one year only. 

No representative government was ever instituted in which the principles of uai- 
verml suffrage, and of full representation, were carried fu rther than ur Virginia. The 
right of suffrage was originally exercised by all freemen; who were not compellable 
to go from their plantations to vote for burgesses; but might give their suffrages by 
subscribing a paper. This mode having been attended with considerable inconveni¬ 
ence, it was provided that all future elections should be by plurality of voices present; 
and a fine was imposed on all free men, who should fail to attend at the time mud place 
appointed for the election. The number of burgesses to a plantation or settUmcmt (be¬ 
fore the formation of counties) was unlimited; nor does it appear thto, at that time, 
any particular qualifications were necessary. After counties were laid off, the num¬ 
ber of representatives to a county remained without limitation, until November, 1645 , 
when they were reduced to four to each county, except James* Gity county, which 
might send five, and the city itself one; and the election was directed to be held where 
the county courts were, except in those places which were specially authorised by net 
of assembly to hold elections. These were certain parishes to which that privilege 
was granted; and it was afterwards extended to all parishes, they paying the expenses 
of their burgesses, as the counties in general were compelled to do tip relation totiui 
ill the March session, 160(1-1, the number of burgesses was limited to two for 
county, and one for James City, it beiug the metropolis. 

The first act which in the smallest 'degree abridged the right of suffrage, or 
scribed the qualifications of the members, passed at the March session, WM-5. By 
this act it was declared, that the persons who should be elected to serve in assembly 
be such, and no “ other than such, as were persons of known integrity and of good 
<4 conversation, and of the age of one and twenty years.” That all house keepers, 

freeholders, lease-holders, or otherwise tenants, should only be capable to 
•s;” pruvided tfcfct the term “ house-keepers should extend no furfnei**b«H 
rson in a family.” At the next session, however, so much of this act as 
any freeman from votiqg was repealed: the assembly declaring “ that they 
something hard and unagreeable to reason that any persons should pay 
i, and yet have no votes in election.” In the revisal of 1657-8, the same 
preserved ; the right of suffrage being extended to “ all persons inhabiting 
hat are free mem.” By an act of 1670, that right was, for the 
time, confined to fref. holder* only ; and the necessity of this qualification was 
ther enforced by instructions from king Charles II, to sir Wm. 

1676: “ You shall take care,” says the second article of the instructions, “ that (b<f 
“membersof the assembly be elected, only by free holders, as being more agreeable 
14 to the custome of England, to which you are as nigh as conveniently you can to con¬ 
form yoarselfe.” 

Bridges and ferries were at first established and maintained public expense; but 
this being considered burthensome to the inhabitants of many c the Counties, espe¬ 
cially tie poor, who seldom used them; the law, as to ferries, wm rtpealei, and m 
county courts vested with power to establish ferries on the Application of individmi% 
and fix their rates. The exclusive right of establishing ferries was afterwards re¬ 
sumed by the assembly ; and having exercised it for a series of years, to the great in¬ 
terruption of other public business, the legislature at the-session of l80G, restored te 
the county courts the power exercised by them so 
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Aa Virginia had provided lor herself a government substantially fine, 

the political changes in England could have little effect upon her repos#* 

provided no attempt was made to interfere with the freedom of her trade, 

or her local government. She seemed content to'* be under the protection 

lather than control, of whatever ooifer the people of England thought 

ace at - the head of affairs, provide*: 4 power did not seek to 

conceded authority. In this mood she had adhered to Charles 1. 

until the Pari lament bv its commissioners promised a preservation 'of all 

privileges; she acknowledged Cromwell 'upon a similar promise, and 

®on Richard under the same idea; upon his resignation she held her» 

how perfect and how independent was her own' 

until the voice of England shoi d declare Who should 

rule; and upon the accession of Charles 11. she gave in her allegiance*to 

him. As in all these British changes she remained unconcern' 

moved, ao the k»t caused neither extraordinary joy -or 

nists that free from external sources of uneasiness, 

■ * * _ _ “ 

sviding rewards for the encouragement of. silk 
with Carolina and Maryland for the adop- 
the improvement of tobacco, and dimmmhMg 
erection of public buildings,, the improve- 
ana otner subjects of general utility, 
were pioceeding in this useful occupation they were 
intelligence of the reenaction of the navigation act* 
prohibitions, and armed with new penalties. The 
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Virginians naa long enjoyed a very Denencmi trace witn otncr countries 
besides England, and tad early perceived its advantages, often urging §m 
propriety of its continuance, and contending that “freedom of trade wu.tiM 
fife of a common wealth.” But the object of the navigation act mmm to con¬ 
fine its trade exclusively to England, for the. encouragement -of English 
shipping and the emolument of English merchants, as well -as the promo¬ 
tion of the kin revenue; without regard to,the gross injury done to the 
colony by depriving her of the benefit of competition in her bartons. The 
colony remonstrated in vain, and continued boldly her trade wilt all such 
foreigners as would venture to encounter the risque of being taken by the 
English cruisers and encountering the penalties of the act. 

It appears to have been for some time the practice to send feigns and 
other obnoxious persons to the colony, to expiate their offences by serving 
the planters fora term of years. At the restoration many-of the veteran 
Soldiers of Cromwell to whom it was anticipated the return of-the anctr* 
regime would not be particularly palatable, were shipped to Virgiuia to 
work off their spleen in the cultivation of tobacco. It appears that A is 
new business was not as agreeable to them as they bad found- the psalm* 
singing and plundering of the royalists under the command of their devout 
In der; and they accordingly quickly organized an insurrection, by the 
operation of which they were to change places with such of their masters 
as were left alive by the process. But this out-breaking which seems to 
have been well planned and extensively organized, was prevented by the 
compunction of one of their associates, who disclosed the whole -affair- to 
the governor the evening before it was to have gone into effect; and adc- 
jr e k |i| cj mite means were taken to prevent the design. Four of tiie cen- 
■’ ‘ ' 8pirators -were executed. But this evil of importing jail-birds 

as they were called, increased to such an extent that it was prohibited by 
the General Court in 1670, under severe penalties.* 

The increase in the amount of tobacco raised by the increase of the colony 

June 5 1666 an( ^ Resettlement of Maryland and Carolina, far outstripped the 
» i J a j ncrease 0 f taste for it, rapid as that was, ami caused such a 

glut of the commodity that its price fell to an amount utterly ruinous io the 
planter. In this the exclusive privilege of purchase which England enjoyed, 
notwithstanding the extensive contraband trade, no doubt largely contributed; 
but this the planters could not prevent, ami their only remaining resource 
was in diminishing the amount of tobacco raised. To effect this various 
schemes had been devised, but thoy were all liable to be evaded, and were 
if successful, too partial in their operation to effect the. object desired. 
Nothing could be efficient, short of a total cessation from planting forme 
"'pear, and this was at last accomplished after long negotiations with Mary¬ 
land and Carolina. - • ■ 
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to remedy this evil by laying 
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bore thus hard upon the poorer portion 
just reason to complain of exclusion from 
an act of 1670, and from the Legislature, to 
freeholders could be chosen; as well as of the enormous 
Burgesses appropriated to themselves, of one hundred and 
tobacco per diem, and one hundred for their horses and servants 
forts were also complained of as a source of heavy expenditure without 
any benefit; their chief use indeed being rather injurious, as they kept off 
traders who violated the navigation acts. 

• But these evils in domestic legislation were trivial compared with, tfutoe 
produced by the criminal prodigality of Charles, who wantonly marie 
exorbitant grants to his favorites of large tracts of lands, without a knowl¬ 
edge of localities, and consequently without regard to the claims, or even 
the settlements of others. To cap the climax of royal • munificence 
-the gay monarch in perhaps a merry mood, granted to Lords. Culpeper 
nod Arlington the whole colony of Virginia for thirty-one years, with 
privileges effectually royal, as far as the colony was concerned, only re¬ 
serving some murk of homage to himself. This might be considered-at 
court perhaps as a small bounty to a favorite, but was token in a very aeri- 
‘■ous light by the forty thousand people thus unceremoniously transferred. 
The Assembly in its extravagance only took from them a great proportion 
of their profits; bat the king was filching their capital, their lands, and 
their home# which they had inherited,-from their lathers, or laboriously 

their own strenuous exertion. • - 

_ • 

The Legislature sent three deputies to England to remonstrate with 
inst these intolerable grants, to endeavor to procure his assent 
rter which might secure them against such impositions 
future; and if they should fail in the first of these objects to 












of the patentees. To bear the expense 
. Ludwell, Mr. Morryson, and Mr. Smith, the enormous annual 
tax of fifty pounds of tobacco was laid upon every titbublo person 
years, which, though it was fora popular object, was 
ini intolerable grievance, at which we. cannot wonder 
many who had to pay this tax did not own a foot ol 
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ney general to prepare a bill embodying 
braced in their petition in due legal form for hi* 
notwithstanding the most assiduous attention of the 
Allayed in going through the official forms that it was 
fere its completion, in the Hanaper office, by the 

lion. 1 ® . 

Soon after the deputies left Virginia, the difficulties 

teen increased by the addition of an Indian war; which 
formerly a matter causing danger of destruction to. 
and requiring all its strength to repel it, was yet a subject 
and annoyance to the frontier. 

A standing army of five hundred men, one-fourth of which was to consist 

of cavalry, was raised by the Legislature, and every provision 
made for their support and regulation ;t but after it was rained 
complete state of preparation to march against the Indians, it 
suddenly disbanded by the governor without any apparent cause.} This 

y earnest petitions tothe governor from various quarters ©f the coun¬ 
try, to grant a commission to some person to chastise the Indiana, the ] ’ ~ 

an offering to serve in the-expedition at their own expense This reasonable 
laquost was infused, and the people seeing their country left defenceless to 
ike inroads of a savage foe, assembled of themselves in their primary 
Wfttcfa", in virtue of their right of self-defence, to march against the ene¬ 
my. They chose for their leader Nathaniel Bacon, junior, a youn g«*t. 

. hly respectable family and education, who although Jbe-had 

Warned to Virginia .but three years before, from the completion of his 

in England, had already received the honor of a colonel’s rank ra 
the militia and a meat in the Legislature for Henrico, in whfoh county his 
te laj%—exposed by its situation to the fury of the Indians. He stood 
in the colony, and was possessed of courage, talent and address 
fitted him well for such an enterprise. After Bacon had i»®en selected 
brdu* volunteer army ss their tender, his first step was to apply tothe 
•wurnor for a commission, in order if possible to have the sanction of the 
legitimate authorities for his conduct. The. governor evaded this rational 
mti, respectful request, by i tying that he could not decide upon so hnpcir- 
a .matter without his council, which he summoned to consult, at the 
time artfully hinting to Bacon the injury which he might probably 
do himself by persevering in hi* course. $ Bacon despatched messenger* 
i» James Town to receive the commission which he did not doubt would 
hi okimately granted; and as public impatience wou 
iwry proceedings of the governor, and he was 

htaoadons addressed to his selfishness, in the governor’s communication,’ 
tan proceeded on his ex pod ition, authorized only by the-will of the people 

of the country, and the anxious wish of those wlio trusted their 

lives to ‘ 
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1 Sir William 
mi urns bestows 
only by a haug 

of manners, and in times of difficulty, by vacillating imbecility,) after tem¬ 
porising in the most conciliating manner with Bacon until his departure 
Bow denounced him and his followers as mutineers and traitors for daring 
to dofcm.il their country after his excellency had refused them a commies toon 
and gathering together such forces as he could collect consisting' primed 
pally of the wealthy aristocrats in the settled country, who probably liked 
llic mode of taxation which waa 1 injurious to them, and who suffered 
■little from Indian incursions upon the frontier, he inarched to put down the 
rebellious troops. He bad not proceeded further than the falls of James 
river, when he received intelligence of a rising in the neighborhood-iif 
James Town of a more formidable nature than Bacon’s, which compelled 
him to retreat and take care of affairs at home. This new ebullition of 
feeling was headed by Ingram and Walklate, and was probably produced 
by the indignation of the common people at the absurd- conduct of '§m 
governor in first refusing a commission to Bacon, and then marchings 
destroy him, whilst engaged in so useful an occupation; be this as it may, 
we find them insisting upon dismantling the foits which were imtolf ably 
oppressive, without producing any good effect against an enemy.whose 
progress was by stealth, whose onset was sudden and furious, mod* whose 
retreat was immediate. Against such an enemy active operations in* the 
field were required, and the vigorous prosecution. of the- war in. hie own 
Stmntry. The forts probably were regarded by the pooraa instrutnente of 
power in file hands of the rich; which they kept- up by oppressive aefs 
whilst they look measures to put down Bacon’s operations, which ooaoli- 
-tilted the only hope which the people had for protection. The governor 
was obliged to yield to the storm. The forts were ordered to lie dismant¬ 
le and nte obnoxious Assembly was dissolved, and writs issued for-a new 
election, in which for the first time freemen, as distinguished from freahoki- 
ers, were elected. 

■ ■ In the mean time Bacon had betp. -very successful in defeating the Inr 
4tan3, destroying their towns, and talc g them * prise/ and .was retumisijf 
leisurely to James Town when he heard of the revolution there. This 
induced him to leave his little army and with; a few followers embark for 
James Town, but*he was taken -on h m royagefey GmaMaer who wans cnss 
ing to intercept him ; and t ent a prisoner to the governor. . Bacon liiiill 
been elected & member for Henrico in Ik new X gitlatuxe, and:wa»f=» 

do«ed and permitted to take, his seat upon his i.safe.ahagthe impropriety 

and disobedience of his conduct, praying pardon of tbe governor and- pro- 
misuftsr future obedience. Credible sort* savs that i.e was indneed to 


rkeley, (whose conduct notwithstanding tbe high eocs* 
pon him, seems to have been marked in ordinary 'limes 
condescension, which in his excellency was called suavito 
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all former sources of fear 
encies Bacon again sallied forth toward® the 
not long been relieved from his presence 
and retiring into Gloucester again 
army traitors, and raised the standard of 
of this Bacon immediately fell back by 
upon Gloucester, and compelled his puissant excellency 
precipitation to Aecomac. This county was at that time considered as p 
istinct territory although under the control of Virginia, and Bacon tailing 
advantage of inis against an unpopular governor, called a convention for 
the purpose of settling the government, declaring that the governor had 
abdicated. This convention met at Middle Plantation on the third of 
August, 1676, and declared that the government was vacant by the abdi¬ 
cation of Sir William Berkeley, and that by invariable usage the council 
or the people might fill the vacancy until the king 1 * pleasure should be 
known. Writs were then issued by five* members of the council for a 
new election of Burgesses. The convention ne.it declared Sir William 
Berkeley guilty of aiding and abetting- certain evil disponed persons in 
fomenting and stirring up the people to civil war ; and that they wouldl aid 
in discovering all such evil disposed- persons and opposing their forces 
until the king be fully informed of the state of th© case; and that they 
would aid Bacon and his army against the common enemy, and in tup* 
pressing the horrid outrages and murders daily committed by them. 

Bacon having now provided a regular government for the country pro¬ 
ceeded once more against the Indians, who had formed a confederacy and 
gained several advantages since his retreat. He destroyed the Pam unkey, 
Chic kali ora iny and Mattapoai towns and their corn, in retaliation of thftn 
late excesses. The Indians retreated before him, with occasional skir¬ 
mishes until they reached their place of general rendezvous near the hills 
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of lames river. He there found their whole force posted on an eminence 

a stream which from the sanguinary nature 
since called Bloody Run. They were protected 
was stormed by the impetuous ardor of Bacon 
great slaughter among them, encumbered 
women and children. 

In the mean time Berkeley had not met with that warm 
had anticipated amongst the loyalists of Accomac,- 
liiiucl he had been presented with a strong and spirited rentonstranee agakut 
the objectionable acts of Parliament, and a requisition that they should be 
suspended at least so fur as regarded that portion of the country. How 
the matter terminated we are not informed. 
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ho could again succeed in sawing a force which 
con’s party was in possession of all the vessels in the 

Bland and William Carver, went with 
the governor, or as his friends surmii 
their object they were defeated, 

had been taken, gave intimation 
betray .his vessel into the hands 
possession. The proposal was 

men, obeying Larimorc’a signal, w 
possession almost before the crew w r ere 
the other vessels were then easily taken. 

Jiain finding himself in possession of the whole naval force of 
whilst Bacon was absent in his expedition against the Indians, 
together a -force of some six hundred men, consisting mostly of 
gentlemen and their servile dependants, and took possession once more 
James Town. As usual his first act in returning to power was to disavow 
his acts in favor of Bacon as made under duress, ana again to declare hii 
a rebel, and his soldiers traitors. 

Bacon was on bis return from bis successful campaign when this news- 
him; most of his followers had dispersed, but he hastened cm with 
remainder without regard to their fatigues in the recent rampeigp. 
He arrived before James Town late in the evening, fired his artillery and 
sounded a defiance, and then cooly dismounted and laid off his trenches. 
His men that very night by the aid of trees, earth mud brush-wood formed 
a tolerable breast-work, and the next morning advanced to the polisadoee 
of the town and fired upon the guard, without loss. Sir William Berk* 
lev well knowing that time would increase the force of his adversary ‘ 
whilst it diminished his own, next resolved to try the effects of a stilly, anil 
some of his men at first behaved with some show of courage, but the whole 
dj soon retreated in disorder before the well directed fire of Bacon’s 
men. leaving their drum and their dead as trophies to the victors. Bacow 

not allow the victory to be followed up, as it would have placed his* 
men under the range of the guns of the shipping. To prevent the u 
which 


made of this auxiliary, he planted -several great gins, •«► 
on the ships, which served also to alarm though they could not 
town. 

difference which existed between the character 
those of the governor was exhibited, and that 
to exhibit the character of 
consisting principally of mercenary 
by the hopes of plunder, deserted 
governor was determined to defend 
to get more blows than booty in 
the governor was left with little mow than twenty 
of honor would not allow them to desert his person 
ether *ud were daily reinforced by accessions fi 
who clearly considered him as an intrepid soldier 
from she butcheries of the savages, and a patriot 
luff to pul down m odious and oppressive government 
The governor finduiff his followers reduced to so small 
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earnest solicitations of those about him, and 
his real design by exhibiting evidences of m 
on board a ship at midnight and was amn nemt 
beyond the reach of the guns in the fort at James 
followers, after their week’s seige marched into the 
morning*, the governor and his party haring carried 
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possession of James Town in this mtuatihii was of 
or his followers. The men 
their country from the incursions of 
for the purpose of defending the 
was quietly waiting in the river for them to 
again resume possession. What could bo 
town which could not be defended, and if defended was of no 
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possessors; but which was all-important to the enemy? The answer to 
this question was manifest, and Bacon’s proposal for its destruction was 
received with acclamation ; several of his followers, who owned tine molt 
valuable houses, applying the firebrand with their own hands to their own 

The sight of the flames started Sir William Berkeley on a 
Accoinac; and Bacon having overcome all opposition to’ the 
government established by the convention, dismissed his troop* to llbiiMur 





W© have little account of Bacon’s proceedings after thin successful ter¬ 
mination of his labors; we presume he did not do much as be was ill of a 
disease caugirt by sleeping exposed in the trenches before Jamestown, 

which in a short time terminated his existence. He died at the house of tin 
Mr. Pate in Gloucester county. Thus died the distinguished individual, 
who overcame both the foreign and domestic enemies of his country, and 

left it enjoying the blessings of a free government. Had It© lived precisely 
a century later he would nave been one of the distinguished heroes of (be 
revolution, and historians would have delighted as much in eulogizing hi* 
conduct as they have, under existing circumstances in blackening his cha¬ 
racter. He accomplished all which it was possible for him to do. He 
never opposed the British govern meat but only foreign enemies, and do* 
mestlc mal-adiiiim3tration, which he succeeded in defeating. He seem* lilt 
ways to have acted by the consent and wish of the people, and never to 
have sought self-agrandizement. It was manifestly, impossible for bias to 
elevate himself to absolute power in Virginia without the consent of tbs 

government in England, and the people c Virginia; and the i. , of resist- 

powers was absurd. For all the evils which accni nil jo 
death, and the restoration of Sir William Berkeley,M 
made responsible, whilst he has received no credit for hh 
beneficial acts passed by the legislature during; his ts- 
we can see no difference between hi* course, and that 
expulsion of Sir John Harvey from the gOTeramontj 
or the subsequent treatment of Lord 
veroors at the commencement of the 

tween the patriots of 1676 and 1776 was in the establish men t of a free go¬ 
vernment, subject to the general ccmtroul of Great Britain, which wee all 
that could be lone in 1076, and the establishment of a free government in* 
dependent of Great Britain, which was accomplished in 1776. The unfer¬ 
tile newer of the mother country, destroy©! § 
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♦ It wilt be seen that we hare formed a more favorable opinion of Bacon and his co¬ 
adjutors than has been generally expressed. This opinion was formed by a hasty 
perusal of all the documents to be found on the subject in Hening and Burke, we 
have followed in our account of his life the Breviare and Conclusum in Burke, whiett 
we believe is authentic; 1st. Because it was written by the king's commissioners, 
who would naturally be in favor of government, and were sent over at the special in¬ 
stance of Sir William Berkeley and upon his representations; 2nd. Because their ac¬ 
count is impartial, and consistent witn itself and with other evidence ; 3rd. Because 
they took eyery means to inform themselves, and could not have been infected with 
the warm partiimn feeling of either side; 4th. And lastly, because the u justification 
offJir William Berkeley, which was manifestly written oy a warm friend and parti¬ 
san, whilst it denies the truth of the Breviare and Conctasum, with regard to Sir 
William’s conduct subsequent to the rebellion, doeanot deny Its trqth with regard to 
the history of the rebellion itself. 

We see no act of aggression on the part of Bacon; the civil war is always 
commenced by the governor, whilst Bacon's attention is constantly diverted 
to hostilities with the Indians. We do not see Bacon arrogating power to 


to hostilities with the Indians. We do not see Bacon arrogating power to 
himself but to the people. We find him after his first conduct acknowledging 
himself in error and asking pardon, and when we see him afterwards bringing 
citizens to Jamestown, it is not to put supreme power into his own hands or to over¬ 
awe the legislature which was fovorable to him, but it is to force the governor by the 
clamors of the people, to give him the commission which was so necessary to the.pre¬ 
servation of the colonists from the incurs s of the savages. When he obtains thfc 
commission we do not see him use it against his county.but its enemies. But the 
veYnor first signs an indemnity, and even a letter to the king justifying and extolling 
the conduct of Bacon, and then when he is out of sight declares him a rebel and * 
traitor and prepares troops to oppose him, not in making war upon his country, bill in 
actually fighting the Indians under his commission, and after his letter of pffttifc: 
'Under these .circumstances, when the governor acted in a manner so friendly to the 
Indians and so hostile to the country, it was the duty of every honest man to resist hm 
efforts, and to deprive him of his authority, to prevent his ruining the country which 
hn ought to have protected. This Bacon did. " But did He then seize the reins of go¬ 
vernment and play the tyrant,—no, he defeated the Indians, and would have dis¬ 
banded his army, had not the governor put down the government which the people 
established, and jagain set up his own authority, and declared Bacon’s gallant little 
army traitors. Would it Have been just tp have then disbanded them to become ftp 
victims of his vea eancel Surely not. Bat it was his duty to drive out the hostile 
governor, and establish- the power of the people, and then retire. 

We may obtain much light upon the subject of Bacon’s character and coodmcT, Hi# 
observing that an immense majority of the people were always on his side, tod th 
he acted by their- advice and authority as far as possible. The governor was. onhr 
sustained by a few haughty aristocrats of his own stamp,—his warmest friends admit 
(Burke, vol. II. p, 185,1 that when he went to ecommc he had not more than 90 irferf 
to stand by' aim; and that most of his followers in his return to Jamestown, were des¬ 
picable wretches, who were only induced to take sides with him against their country 
by the premise or plunder, to be taken from the discomfilted rebels. (Btcviatc and, 
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m, by leaving the republicans without a head, revived 
overnor so far, that lie ventured in his ship® to move 
nd rivers and attack the inhabitants wherever he could 


find them defenceless, and snatch a little plunder to gratify his needy fol¬ 
lowers; always retiring when the opposite party appeared to oppose him. 
This predatory species of warfare, preventing the quiet pursuit of agricul¬ 
tural labors, and destroying all the comfort and happiness of society with¬ 
out producing any beneficial result, soon grew wearisome to both parties. 
Sir William Berkeley whose cruelties, especially to his prisoners* had 
gone far to keep up the enthusiasm of popular excitement, finding that his 
name Had ceased to strike that awe which habitual respect for one high in 
authority had formerly given it, and that his punishments excited indigna¬ 
tion rather than terror, felt disposed to take advantage by milder means of 
•the returning -pacific disposition on the part of a people whose stubborn 
tempers could not be brought into obedience by force. With this view 
lie treated his prisoners with more liberality, published an act of general in¬ 
demnity, and proposed a treaty of peace to Ingram and Walklate, the prin¬ 
cipal leaders of the opposing party since the death of Bacon. So anxious 
were the people to be relieved from the present confusion and anarchy, and 
the governor once more to rule with uncurbed sway, that a treaty was 
speedily concluded, only stipulating on the part of the governor a general 
oblivion, and indemnity of past offences, and on the part of hits opponents a 
surrender of their arms and a restoration of such property as they had 
taken. Thus easily did these unfortunate men deliver themselves again 
into the lions power, after having defeated him at all points, and inflicted 
deep and irremediable wounds upon his inflated vanity, and pompous mock- 
dignity. The governor when he had his enemies in his power, instead of 
trying to heal the wounds of the bleeding state by mildness and concilia¬ 
tion, only added to its sufferings by a bloody retribution for all the trouble 
which he had been made to endure. Fines and confiscations for the bene¬ 
fit of his excellency became the order of the day, and an occasional execu¬ 
tion as an extra treat to his vengeance. He at first attempted to wrest the 
honest juries of the county to his purpose, but in vain,—ten prisoners were 
acquitted in a single day. Finding that his enemies were thus likely t# 
escape his grasp by the unflinching integrity, and sense of justice prevailing 
among the people, he determined to avoid the use of a court constituted 
upon principles of the English constitution, which he found so little suhsei- 


out 
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upon principles of the English constitution, which he found so lit 
vient to his will; and tried his next victims under martial law. 
found a court of more congenial spirits. The commissioners ol 
give an account of some of these trials, such as they were carrit 
after their arrival, which mark well the spirit of the times. “ VI 
served some of the royal party, that sat on the bench with us at tJ 
be so forward in impeaching, accusing, reviling, the prisoners at 
that inveteracy, as if they had been the worst of witnesses, rathei 
ttcea of the commission; both accusing and condemning at the s 
This severe way of proceeding represented to the assembly, the; 
address to the governor, that he would desist from any further * 
punishments, for none could tell when or where it would term 
the governor was prevailed on to hold his hands, after han#t 
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V commissioners fortunately arrived in time 
old man, who would as an eye witness 
hanged half the County if they had let him 
lim in vain to publish the king’s proclamation of a 
and indemnity, and then proceeded to hold their commission.for hearing 
and redressing grievances. As the proceedings. of the governor diffused a 
gioonl, the generality of which was Co-extensive with the immense num¬ 
bers that were engaged in the rebellion, so did the proceedings of the com¬ 
missioners spread a universal joy. Crowds of persons now came forward 
to present their grievances; widows and orphans to ask for the confiscated 
«3tite3 of their husbands, and fathers who nad been butchered by the mili¬ 
tary tribunals of the governor: others come in to complain of the soiling 
their estates without the form of a trial, and many who had submitted them¬ 
selves upon the governor’s proclamation of indemnity, and 1 pardon,, con- 
plained of subsequent imprisonment and confiscations of then" property. 

The commissioners state in their report 'to the king and council,—that 
“ in the whole course of their proceedings they had avoided receiving an; 
complaints of public grievances; but by and under the hand of the most erf 
ibh\ loyal and sober persons of each county, with caution, that they did 
do it in any mutinous manner, and without mixture of their old leaven, 
in such sort as might become dutiful subjects and sober, rational men to 
present.” When they found that all their representations to Sir Willifun 
Berkeley, to endeavor to induce hiorto restore the confiscated estates, which 
were in the possession of himself or his most faithful friends, ,w?re .iq min„ 
they ascertained as many of.the possessors as possible, and made them give 

to take care of them, until hls-majesty should determine as fo-the 
which they recommended him to make. The commissioners 
several matters of utility for the peace, 
colony, which they recommended his maj 
returned in the fleet to England, 
been sent over with the commissioners, 
he found that bis cruel conduct in Virginia was looked 
by most of his former friends, and the council, and was 
e king, subservient loyalty to whom had b on the source 
high-handed measure®. The old knight,-thus finding 
Virginia, and despised in England, e oon.y anguished 
J of infamy, with which he had crushed the lap* ■l|me 
ended the life of Sir William Berkeley* a go- 
historians have delighted to, honor %; and 
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cave of the transaction which 
governor, Bacon’s Rebellion, i 
at the laws passed by the Legi 
; which must go far with posterity in 
whether the name of rebels or patriots would be most consistent with 

of their acts. They strike first at the most important 

the one which had been most neglected, 

They provide efficient means for conducting it, and for regu 

The next act prescribed regulations for Indian trading, 
of which was thought to have been very mischievous. They 

ty’s governor and council that the lands which had been set apart 
at the last peace exclusively for the Indians, and which had been or might 
be subsequently deserted by them, might not be granted away to individu¬ 
als, but might be used for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the 
war. The fourth act looks very little like an encouragement of rebellion, 
reciting that tumults, riots and unlawful assemblies had recently 
uent, they make it the duty of every officer, civil and military ip 
country, to aid in suppressing them, and the duty of all citizens to assist 
such officers under penalty of punishment for refusal, and the governor is 
specially requested to assemble a force at the public charge with all possi¬ 
ble expedition, to suppress such tumults, and inflict condign punishment 
upon the offenders; which says the act “will conduce to the great safety 
and peace, of this country, and enable us the better to defend ourselves 
against the burbarous and common enemy.” This single act sheds more, 
light upon the history of the times and exhibits more plainly the history 
of the views of the principal actors than any or perhaps all other docu¬ 
ments ; we sec in it the reason why no private persons took advantage of 
the unsettled state of affairs to disturb the public peace, and that there was 
no tumult or armed force except the regular army raised by the Assembly 
and put under Bacon’s command, and no rebellious assembly except the 
miscreant crew raised by Berkeley in opposition to the government estab* 

the people. 

Having thus provided for safety from foes without and for peace 

next proceeded to the investigation of abuses by ei 
id they made several provisions for the prevention 

tavc been found so well devised that they have continued 
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March and twenty-fifth of June, passed “out of n hearty and pious desire 
to put an end to all suits and controversies, that by occasion of the late 
fatal distractions have arisen,” “and to bury all seeds of future discord and 
remembrance of anything whereby the citizens might be obnoxious to any 
pains or penalties whatsoever.” 

Their last act deprives Edward Hill and John Stilh forever of the right 
to hold any office of trust, judicature, or profit, because it was notoriously 
manifest that they had been the greatest instruments in raising, promoting, 
and stirring up the late differences and misunderstanding that had arisen 
between the honorable governor and his majesty’s good and loyal subjects. 
The acts of this Assembly were signed by Berkeley in all due form, but 
were subsequently all declared void, though many of them were re-enacted 
by the Legislature, which under the influence and control of Berkeley, de- 


f he act, 



Although the people of Virginia had laid down their arms they were 
not subdued, but continued to manifest through their Legislature the same 
undaunted tenacity of their rights which had ever characterised them. 
This was exhibited towatds the king’s commissioners in one of the boldest 
defences of privilege which the records of any nation can exhibit, and 
shows how strongly imbued with the spirit of freedom the people must 
have been when they could snuff the approach of tyranny at such a dis¬ 
tance, and put themselves on their defence against their friends, lest their 
enemies might take advantage of their concessions. The king’s commis¬ 
sioners were empowered to call for persons and papers, for the purpose of 
prosecuting more effectually their inquiries into the grievances of the colo¬ 
ny. In conformity with their powers they called upon the secretary of 
the Legislature for its journals, but were surprised to find that although 
their proceedings were popular, and their object was to investigate and re¬ 
dress grievances of which these very men complained, that they refused to 
allow them to inspect their journals, returning for answer that it was a 
dangerous precedent which might be used in violation of their privihges. 
At this time the governor and commissioners had complete physical power 
over the colony by the entire absence of anything like organized opposi¬ 
tion, and from the presence of the king’s troops ; and availing themselves 
of this power they did not hesitate to wrest the journals of the Assembly 
from the hands of its officer by force. Upon which the Virginia Assem¬ 
bly published a bald and manly declaration, setting forth “that his majesty’s 
commissioners having called for and forced from the clerk of the Assembly 
all the original journals of the Assembly, whicfi power they supposed his 
majesty would not grant them, for that they find not the same to have been 
practised by any of the kings of England, and did therefore take the same 
to be a violation of their privileges, desiring withall satisfaction to be given 
them that they might be assured no such violation of their privileges should 
be offered for the future.” The king was so much displeased with this 
declaration, that although he pardoned the members of the Legislature, lie 
directed the record of it to be erased, and required the governor to propose 
a bill to the next General Assembly condemning the proceeding, and de¬ 
claring the right of his majesty and his officers to call for all the public 
records and journals whenever they shall think it necessary for his royal 
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hey raised the duties and made them perpetual instead 
as before, and what was at once surrendering up the great bul¬ 
wark of that freedom for the safety of which they had been so 
tending, they made the duties henceforth subject to his majesty’s sole 
tion and disposal. 

Tine king 1 rewarded Culpeper’s address in obtaining this acquisition 
his power, by the addition of a thousand pounds to his salary and one hun¬ 
dred Bind, sixty pounds per annum for his rent. The Assembly too, as if 
they could not do enough for a royal governor who could condescend to 
smile upon them, granted his excellency a regular duly proportionate to 
the tonnage of every vessel trading to Virginia. Culpeper having thus 
obtained a considerable increase to his revenue by his trip to Virginia, 
proceeded to England to enjoy it, leaving the colony once more with Sir 
Henry Chicherly. 

The discontents of the people again began to extend to a degree w 
arcely be kept within bounds. The troops which had been 
suppress Bacon’s Rebellion were still kept up. There were no 
barracks and the people positively refused to receive these idle and trou¬ 
blesome drones into their houses, although they were regularly billeted by 
the government. The low price of tobacco too was a never 
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doomed to see their crops rotting on their hands by 
lation, or if they attempted to evade the law, have then 
the. shape of penalties.* These several subjects of 
people of several counties to petition the deputy govc 
bly, to endeavor to provide a remedy for the evils. 
Assembly, there was much debate and declamation 
the country, but no measure of relief was adopted, 
however the two companies of infantry were paid off 
put an end to one of the subjects of difficulty. The 
sembly without effecting anything caused the impa 
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and expend their wrath in the destruction of tobacco plants, 
the year when it was too late to sow more seed. Sir Hei 




with commendable moderation only took measures to stop these misguided 
people, without resorting to harsh punishments, but lest it should be drawn 
into a precedent, the Legislature not long afterwards made it treason.! In 
the mean time Lord Culpeper arrived and his haughty bearing to the Council 
and the Burgesses soon gave intimation to them that his Lordship’s feelings 
towards the colony had undergone a change. He enlarged, in his speech 
to the Assembly, much upon the favor of his majesty in disbanding the 
troops, and spoke of permission which he had obtained to raise the Value 
of the current coin,— he then went on to declare that the colonists did not 
deserve these gracious favors, but rather punishment for their recent turbu¬ 
lence ; he also expressed his majesty’s great dissatisfaction at the refusal of 
the journals, and desired that that portion of their proceedings should be 
expunged. 

The Assembly expressed their gratitude for the concessions which had 
been made by the king, but at the same time with admirable good sense, 
and a knowledge of the principles of commerce which shows’ that they 
were not acting blindfold with regard to the alterations in the price of tobacco 
heretofore alluded to, protested by a large majority against raising the 
value of the coin; stating as a reason that the exercise of this dangerous 
power would be made a precedent, and specie which of course as jtfie 
standard of other value should be as fixed as possible itself, would be blown 
about bv the breath of the governor, and the people would have no cer- 
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breath of the governor, and the people would have no cer- 
value of the coin in their pockets. They stated moreover 
s duty of the Legislature to enact all laws for the regulation 
and of course to prescribe the current price of specie, and 
gly introduced a bill for that purpose; but this bill, which 
, as the coins of many different countries were in circulation, 
nort in its progress by the governor, who declared that it was 
pon executive prerogative, and that he would veto any bill 
islature might pass upon the subject. He then proceeded to 
timself by proclamation, raising the current price considera- 
ig exception of his own salary and the revenue of the king, 
i was in effect nothing more or less than a new tax of fhe 
nd oppressive character, and the colony plainly recognised it 
efused to regard the exceptions, but paid the revenue m other 
g to the new standard. And the governor afraid to bring 
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any court of law, which 
e meanness, and yet afraid to 

hich would have put an 

the dilemma to lower 
raised it. This was at once ret. 
ure as to the arbitrary 
ing highly unjust and oppressive 
debts according to the new stands 
the time of the alteration. The governors 
suffered to exercise the power of dissolving t 
now grown into a usage was a favorite 

they having rashly made the provision for 
put the control of that subject into the king’s 
bound hand and foot, and could not control executive usurpation by 
the wheels of government. The governor now made use of 
ous power and dissolved the Assembly. The governor thus 
watch or control over his actions proceeded to a vigorous exercise 

vvers. The unfortunate plant-cutters who had merely been 
prisoned, and such of them dismissed from time to time as would give 
assurance of penitence, and promise a peaceable demeanor, were now pro¬ 
ceeded against with the utmost rigor for what the king was pleased to call 
their treasonable conduct. But the noblest victim for tyrannical persecu¬ 
tion was Robert Beverly, the former clerk of the Assembly, who had re¬ 
fused to give up its papers without authority from “his masters, the house 
of Burgesses.” For some reason it seems that an inspection of journals 
was demanded "by the council again in 1682 , and Beverley again refusing 
to deliver them was thrown into prison, in a king’s ship, the Duke of York, 
then lying in the river, his persecutors being afraid to trust him to the 
keeping of the jails among his countrymen. Whilst he was in prison a 
committee of the council was appointed to seize the papers, which he fore¬ 
seeing this event had secreted. The pretence for this imprisonment were 
most frivolous that can well be imagined; he is accused of fomenting 
discord and stirring up the late partial insurrections, but the only specific 
act of which he was accused was setting on foot petitions for an 
My.* Under these arbitrary proceedings he was detained a prisoner 

e writ of habeas corpus, and hurried about from prison 
until the governor at last thought proper, after two years searc 
ges, to commence a regular prosecution. 

The accusation consisted of three heads:— 

That he had broken open public letters, directed to the 

writs enclosed for calling an Assembly, in Apri 

exercise of that part of the government, which belongs 
e and was contrary to his ;— 
made up the journal, and inserter 
was first communicated to the house 
r their prorogation;— 

to deliver copies of the journal of the house ol 
lieutenant governor and council, saying, ••that 

leave of his masters.” 

J he charged against 
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so long a preparation for 
scrutiny, being only a flimsy vei 
indicating a wish to hide the naked ( 
prosecution, than actually concealing it. 

otable prosecution was ended Lord Culpeper 
1 was superceded by Lord Howard, who took the oaths of 
February 1684. His first measure was 
pular act, induced the colony to 

j but these hopes were soon 
unfortunate nlant-cuttcrs with renovated vigor, 
exccptea in a proclamation of general 
ir estates after paying officers fees, appro 
use. 

The assembly met and refused to proceed with business for 

their former clerk was in prison, and they refused to elect another, 
ituation of affairs the matter seems to have been compromised, the 
governor no doubt despairing of his conviction upon the absurd charges 
made, and Beverley and his friends willing to end his long imprisonment 
and sufferings, by asking pardon, at the same time not giving up the pa¬ 
pers or the principles for which he suffered. Be this as it may Beverley 
rew himself upon the mercy of the court, declining to employ counsel or 
c any defence, and was pardoned.* Probably these long continued 
sufferings, with other persecutions afterwards endured, injured the constitu¬ 
tion of Beverley, for we find that he died prior to April 1687. His noble 
conduct induced king James the then reigning monarch, to deprive the 
Burgesses of the electiqn of their own clerk, ordering the governor to elect 
him, and requiring the assembly to make the clerk so elected, the usual al¬ 
lowance for his services. 

The accession of James II. was proclaimed with the usual demonstrations 
j - iqqs of respect in the colony, and complimentary assurances of 
* * ’ * loyalty on the one side and gracious regard on the oilier 

were exchanged between his subjects and the assembly. Bui nothing was 
done to secure the freedom of the colony, aud Lord Howard took advan- 

tho succeeding recess of the assembly, to enlarge the fees and per- 
of his office, and to impose new ones without the advice or authori- 
ic assembly. This body which met in November, immediately took 
deration these arbitrary exactions, and passed spirited resolution 
of them, and made provision for tne defence 
nilar encroachments in future. To these acts the 
alive, without assigning any reason. Lord Howard not satis 
mping the legislation of the colony, proceeded in 
! legislation, by issuing a proclamation, in 
instructions, repealing several acts of the 

former acts, and declaring 
in full force as before the passage ot tne repealing 
imation the assembly protested against as illegal and un- 
wanantame, as utterly subversive of the government, annihilating the right 
of the oonular branch, and bringing all to bow in humble submission to the 
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the prerogative. ' The spirited edudhct of the Burgesses, could 

not be endured by the governor and he prorogued them. 
The eovcrnor had sent to" James an account of the conduct 
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is representation 

*, calling their conduct 
•sitions and sinister intention 
real oppression of his subjects, 
concluding by an order for the prosecution 
to whom he ascribes all of these evils. 

year several persons were imprisoned 

The council was 'now as servile ns 
proceeded without interruption in his ’i 
ry innovation upon the established usuages of the colony, And the liberties of 
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province of New York belonged to the king as proprietor as well 
jQgy as sovereign; and in order to strengthen tins his own es- 
1 " tate, he sent orders for all* the other colonies fa 'assist in 
building forts, and supplying garrisons for its western frontier, alledging 
that these measures weTe equally necessary fbt the protection of all; in cote 
fortuity to these orders a message was received from governor Duhgaii, re¬ 
quiting the quota of Virginia, but the legislature refused to appropriate a 
than or a-farthing for purposes from which they were to' derive no benefit 
brut rather an injury, as tne protection of the north-western frontier would 
drive the Indians further south, where they- might commit their depreda¬ 
tions upon the unprotected citizens with more impunity. 

Whilst the colony ivas contending against their governor, a revolution 

.in England had dethroned tne sovereign, ana placed William and 

Mary upon the throne.. This ehange**whilst it placed the council 
which had made many loyal profesSlons to James, in an awkward position, 
was an event producing ahalfqyed joy to the people of Virginia, as they 
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now hope for justice to be done to their oppressive governor. 

Soon after this occurrence the war broke out between the allied 
and Lewis XI V.*of Fniflcfc,'and Jhedirfftny was ordered to place itself in the 
best posture of defence. t ' 

The complaints of the Virginia legislature against their governor 
h were taken up by the privy coancH, and although the char 
ere not tried,’yet redress against his usurpation was 
time that the principles upon which they contended 
violated, were denied to be correct. Howar 
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November 1698, He was in ambition* man, who had 
of a governor, and deputy governor in seven! of the 
pain* to become popular, and to make himself 
with the situation of all the colonies,—their wants,— their 
their capabilities, with a view to unite them if possible under on,® 
over which he how: to obtain the appointment of governor 

of war with the combined fence of the French and 
now about to fall upon the colonies, and rendered 
for the purpose of defence, seemed 









early day conceived ft correct i 
onies in America, The Count De Callier, governor of 
Montreal, during his residence in Canada, after a long experience derived 
observations on the spot, had formed the bold project of separating in two 
English colonies by the capture of New York. The success of this 
scheme would manifestly have destroyed that concert eo necessary to har¬ 
mony and efficiency of co-operation, and left the other colonies liable to lie 
cut off in detail, and would effectually establish the safety of Canada If 
enabling the French to keep in check the powerful savage confederation, 
composed of the Five Nations which had lately by a furious irruption kill 
waste the country even to the'gates of Montreal and Qtuehec. This pkttflf 
g |goo Ca liter’s was adopted by the French government. A fleet was 

.sent to the bay of New York, with orders to retain pomsion 

of it, until December, when if no further orders were received, it was to mil 
for Port Royal, land its munition and stores and return to France 
land force were to have marched from Quebec by the route of the Sorel 
river and Lake Champlain. This expedition was defeated by a destructive 
inroad of the Five Nations, which carried death and desolation over the 
whole country, even to the very gate* of (he capital. Thin unforeseen oc¬ 
currence rendered it necessary to retain the whole force at home in mea¬ 
sures ot self-defence, and saved New York, without her having to strike a 
in her own behalf. 

The British government daily bjorning more sensible of the important©® 

American colonies, and fleeing the danger to which they were 
the plan of De Callier, ml on foot a plan of general defence in 
justing the quotas of each colony to the ratio of its pojra- 
forwardiug the seal® to the different governors, to recommend 
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of the respective colonial assemblies, 
scheme, because several of those whir, 
employ it is their own interest dictated, 
inia, which could not be prevailed upon 
overnor, aided by his great enthusiasm 
cent to the enterprise,—to his inconceivable chagrin 
Nicholson finding his own effort 
the king, and urged the proprie 
upon this occasion William in 
>f the matter by the General 
icholson’s report, “ that New 
Indians and the French of Canada. 


inn 
laid 
to $©© 
ed a new 
upon the 

of Virginia against 
was but justice she should defend it." The assembly deemed it but due respect 
!© his majesty to take the subject again into consideration, but found no rea* 
sea to change their former opinion, declaring ' that neither th»* forts then m 
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ni&j for that either 
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©fence or 
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of such fort” 

is great subject irritated the.governor beyond expression; 
mind the most inordinate antipathy to tie assembly. He 
of the assembly to a spirit of rebellion* und inveighed 
’ its D&rsimonv in the most unmeasured terms, offering 


to 



the quota of Virginia out of his own pocket, and 



m pocket, ana ooasung afterwards 
it, but at the same time, taking the obligation of the gen- 

ve the hills, that no um should be madeof them un. 

remit money to pay them. This affectation of gener- 
to gain popularity with the other colonies.. 
e history of Virginia from this period to the breaking out of the war 
France, presents a remarkable dearth of interesting or striking inti- 
which could be related would be a list of the governors, a detail of 
omestic affairs, a gradual extension and improvement of the colony,, 
ind'a developeraent of the designs of France ; designs which were seen by 
some more penetrating spirits in the colonies, and measures recommended 
to defeat them, but which received no effectual check until the war broke 
out in 1754. 





Wit have now traced the progress of Virginia as iir as it is possible 
with her affairs as an isolated province, cut off from all the world,, aiijill owy 
gruggling for existence at firm! with the savages, and afterwards for freedom 
with the mother country. She now becomes of importance in the political 
world, she emerges from obscurity and becomes a prize to be contended for 
by two of the richest and most powerful nations upon earth. # She* herself 
begins to feel her strength, and dare® to wrestle with the civilized nations 
of the world. She becomes one of a confederacy of colonies for the purpose 
of resisting the .attacks of a foreign enemy, and finally to resist successfully 
the power of the mother country fcselC and then a leading member of a con¬ 
federacy of independent nations. Our presumption and tne necessity of the 

us to attempt much more than will be forgiven, but cannot al- 

would be nmroitsary to 

leave it rich, 

beautiful as it is, to be painted by some master whose skill 
to exhibit the grandeur and symmetry ot the whole,.and 
tlw same canvass a detail ol each separate beantyi For 
cannot be so burburoug as to disfigure m magnificent n sub* 
it over- with the same wretched colors, which we have laid 

h extreme haste that we fear it will be difficult 
characters or design. For the rest our readers must be 
content with a very brief and general outline of the 
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French 


mirnmmm to 
pective provin- 
no direct attacks; but con¬ 
tinued to extend their forts and stren hen their power by alliances with 
the wild Indian tribe located between them; thus at once endeavorinfto 
connect their possessions,—to raonopoMie the Indian trade; and to limit the 
British settlements. 

b These designs of France produced a mi Ion from the governor of Vtt- 
ginia to the commander of m fort, erected on the Ohio, in the year 1751. 
The commissioner sent was G«rp Washington, then 19 years old. The 
answer of the commandant was evasive. The Virginians prepared for war 
and the French commenced an attack on the American trades and forts. 

An expedition was soon sent against the French, the command of which 
devolved upon Washington after the death of Col. Fry. Washington at 
first guinea a trivial success against a detachment under Monsieur Jumon- 
▼ille, who was killed, and was proceeding to the attack of fort Duquesne, 
the main object of his enterprize, when he learned that the French, conafll* 
erably re-inforced were advancing; this induced him to retreat to Fort Ne¬ 
cessity, a small stockade work which he had erected at the Great Meadows; 
In this work he sustained the incessant fire of the French-for a day, when 
the French asked a parley and Washington surrendered the place upon 
highly honorable terms, being allowed to pass with his troops and baggage 
into the settled parts of Virginia. 

Great Britain began to see the necessity of aiding the colonies in their 
manly efforts to repel the eperny from their borders, mi she sent mm army 
under General Braddock, to protect the colotiief and drive the Freuch from 
the Ohio. * Braddock met a^convention of war from-the several colonies at 
Annapolis on the 14th of April 1755, composed of-the governors of ‘New 
England, Maryland, Pennsylvania'and Virginia, ill which convention con¬ 
cert of military operations was agreed upon. The legislature of Virginia 
made liberal appropriations. Washington accompanied the expedition as n 
volunteer aid to Braddock. 

The late of this unfortunate «tj.. is too well known, Braddock va- 

lued too lirigli his own railitaiiT skill, ead the discipline of the British 
troops, he knew nothing of the character of hi* enemy, and so little did he 
ustoera the provincials, (in his situs! on the best troops of his army,) that he 
left them all behind at fort Cumberland,—the Little and the Great Mea¬ 
dows,.and with General Dunbar,—except three companies of Virginia*!!. 

Braddock advanced with too much confidence, and kept up in a savage 
wilderness all the “pomp and circumstance of war*' which hie military 
education had taught him were indispensable in Europe; he advanced un¬ 
molested until he had crossed the Mottoogmhela, and arrived within a few 
miles of fort Duquesne, when he fell Into an ambuscade of French aud In¬ 
dians; his troops were thrown into confusion, and after sustaining the mur¬ 
derous Are of an enemy concealed from their view for several hours, and 
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Grant the scattered and terrified 
taken by Washington in the 
garrisoned it, and named it Pittsbur 
n presided over the councils of Gfem 
Fontainbleau in November, 1762, between 
Portugal at length put a period to the war. 
ions touching the power of the British Parliament to interfere with 
concerns of the colonies had arisen more than once before the war, and 

continuance the delicate question arose of the proportions which 
colonies should pay tor the common defence* the British 
ministry proposed that deputies should meet and determine the amount 
necessary, and draw on the British treasury which in turn should te reim¬ 
bursed by an equal tax on all the colonies to be laid by Parliament: but 
the colonies were afraid to let the lion put his paw in their pockets even If 
to take back his own, and this being no time to raise difficulties the colo¬ 
nial legislatures were left to their own discretion in voting supplies, which 
they did with a liberality so dispro portioned to their ability as to excite the 
praise and in some instances to induce a reimbursement on the part of the 
mother country. n 

Virginia had always resisted any interference on the part of Parliament, 
•specially in the navigation acts, and asserted as early as 1624 that she only 
had the undoubted right “to lay taxes and impositions, and none other, * 
■uni afterwards refused to let any member of the council of governor Berke¬ 
ley, in the height of his popularity, to assist them in determining the 
amount of the public levy. Again in 1676 even stronger language was 
used and acquiesced in by the king to whom it was immediately addressed. 

The slight taxes imposed for the regulation of commerce and the sup¬ 
port of a post-office were borne bv the colonies without a murmur, being 
considered only a fair compensation for a benefit received. 

arch, 1/61, the ministers declared it “expedient to raise a revenue 
ks in America to he paid into the king’s exchequer,” the discussion 
■as postjMjiv d until the next year in Parliament, bul commenced 
dy in America, and the proposition was met by every, form of 
petition and indignant remonstrance; which were 

, and the stamp act passed in 1765. 

The passage of this act excited universal and indignant 
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sitting, and 
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cessation ot business; the courts refused to sanction 
the bar by using the .stamps. In the succeeding Virginia 
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conduct of Virginia fired the ardour of the other colonies, 
iar resolutions, and a general congress was proposed. 
The deputies of nine states met in New York on the first of October; they 
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drafted a Declaration of Rights, m petition to the 

act was repealed, and Virginia sent an 
Parliament. 

colonies was short-lived. British ministers imagined 
cheat the colonies out of their opposition to taxation, with- 
, by laying an import duty instead of a direct tux;, and 
a duty was laid upon glass,, tea, jpaner and painter’s colors; but 
was equally against the spirit of the British constitution, and mat wf:| 
a warmer and more indignant resistance on the part of the colonic*, who 
now began to believe they had little to hope from the justice of Parliament, 
The Legislature of Virginia passed very spirited resolutions, which ii| 
ordered to be sent only to the king: upon the passage of which the gover¬ 
nor dissolved it; and the members immediately met and entered unanir 
mously into a non-importation agreement. 

The British ministers perceived their error and determined to 

violence, to effect this object the governors were directed to inform 
colonies that his majesty’s ministers did not intend to rain© a revenue 
in America and the duties objected to should. be speedily repealed. These 
assurances made to Virginia by Lord Botetourt, a governor whom they 
highly respected, served with his own good conduct for a time to allay hejr 
suspicions of the ministry, but the course they pursued towards liiissa* 
chusetts was more than sqfficient to re-kindleher jealousy. She passed -it 
protest declaring that partial remedies could not heal the present disorders, 
and renewed their non -importation agreement* In 1771 Botetourt dli;fsi)iil» 1|r 
and Virginia erected a statue to his memory, which still stands in the towi| 
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respect the law; turned tl 
a committee of correspondence 
various violations of their constitutional rights by the 

Whilst Virginia was employed in animating her- sister states to resis¬ 
tance, her governor was employed in the ignoble occupation of fomenting 
jealousies and feuds between tlie province, which it should b=ve been his 
duty to protect from such a calamity, and Pennsylvania, by raking difficult 
questions of boundary and exciting the inhabitants of the disputed territory 
to forswear allegiance to the latter province: hoping thus by affording a 




Hl&TORY OF 



623 


corns, A« these orders were given without a knowledge of the victory, 
Cot Lewis was proceeding to the destruction of the Shawanese villages, 
when Imp waa Informed that the governor had made peace. 

Tfc iftrte of exasperation on the part of the colonies and the stubborn 
determination of the ministry made it manifest that there must soon fell 
a onus overt act of hostility: this act wm first committed in Virginia by its 
governor, who removed the gunpowder belonging to the colony from, the 

in Williamsburg to his Majesty’s ship Magdalen, on the «i 

ril, 1775. This act threw the whole colony into a blaze, 
illiamsburpf demanded immediate restitution, and their 
politely evaded. The citizens of Fredericksburg offered 
town of Williamsburg, which was deemed in danger from 
Patrick Henry marched at the head of a company 








the 19th 
peopl 
demands were 
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Hanover volunteers and forced the king’s treasurer to make just compen¬ 
sation for the powder. The governor called a council which advised him 
to issue a proclamation calling the people to their duty, which he accord¬ 
ingly did, out with an effect so little beneficial to himself, that feeling no 
longer safe he sent for marines to protect him in his palace, and Captain 
Mon threatened to fire upon York if the detachment was interrupted. 
This threat excited in a still greater degree the animosity of the people, 
whose open and bitter denunciations so alarmed the governor as to make 
him again have recourse to his council, which advised recourse to an as¬ 
sembly to appease and alleviate the excited wrath of the citizens. 

The meeting of this assembly at once proclaimed that all confidence 
'between the governor and people was gone, many met in arms, they 
the solemn sanctity of their character would not be respected, and 1 
depended lor protection upon their individual prowess. It was a humilia¬ 
ting and exciting spectacle for the people.’ The governor was alarmed 
ana fled by night to a British ship, and refused upon invitation of the 
Assembly to return to his palace, or to sign bills presented to him, of the 
utmost importance to the colony, and refused to perform this branch of his 






unless the assembly would come and hold their meetings under the 
his ship. In this emergency the governor was declared to have 
. and the president of the'council appointed to act in his place, 
and m it appeared that on hia retreat he had fit rated the Indian hostages 

ratified the treaty, commissioners were appointed to ratify 
in behalf of the colony. Hi* Lerdship after the termination of intercourse 
"between himself and the Assembly, wiled down the river, attempting to 
enlist citizens against their country ^ and slaves against their masters. He 
never again resumed his power. From that moment 
the people of Virginia have governed themselves. 
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Abbeville, P. O, 

Abingdon, P. O, 

Aborigines of the Dis- ) 
tnct of Columbia, $ 
Abstract of school com- ) 
missioners reports, $ 
Accomac 
Accomac county, 

Agriculture, 

ALBEMARLE COUD ty, 

Albemarle Souqd, 
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Alleghany Mountain, 

Alexandria City, D. C. 
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Bacon Castle, 

Back Creek Valley, 

Baileysburg, 

Balcony Falls, 
Ballardsville, 

Ballsville, 

Banister River, 
Barboursville, 
Barboursville, 

Banks, 

Barnes’ Mills, 

Batesville," 

Bath county, 

Bath, or Berkley springs, P. 
Bath Iron WorJk.% P. 
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Bedford county, 

Beeler’s Station, 

Bell Haven, 

Bell Isle, 

Bellona Arsenal, 

Bel Iona, 
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Belle Valley, 

Bennett’s Store, 

Bentleys ville, 
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Berkley county, 
Burlington Milk 
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Bethlehem 
Beverly 
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